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Walking in Unity:  Part 4

“Guard the Unity”
Ephesians 4:2-5


Introduction 
Ephesians 4:1-5  As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.  Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one Spirit – just as you were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

At the beginning of Ephesians Chapter 4, Paul reminds us once again that he is writing from prison – in order to tell us to do the kinds of things that landed him in prison.  What a contrast with the message in so many churches today, where people go week after week and hear nothing but tips on how to solve problems and make life go more smoothly.  Paul is calling us to a life that is risky, unpopular and dangerous.  This is a radical message.  Ephesians 4 is a message about walking through life in a manner worthy of your calling.  The main thought in this message centers on unity which flourishes in the church only when we live out the virtues listed in Ephesians 4:2.  This verse has two parts:  your approach to people (coming in humility and meekness) and your reaction to people (loving patience).  

Ephesians 4:2  with all humility and gentleness, with patience bearing with one another in love.  

Humility 
We talked about the difference between true humility and false humility.  False humility is self-deprecation (always down on yourself).  True humility isn’t into self-anything.  True humility is more concerned about the other person and just doesn’t spend much time thinking about self.  In addition, there is another kind of false humility we need to watch out for – the false humility of cowardice.  This is the person who won’t stand up for the truth and tries to justify it by calling it humility.  True humility is like water that puts out the fire of ambition.  False humility is like water that puts out the fire of conviction.  
When we compromise our convictions and say, “I’m not going to stand up for the truth against error,” that is not humility; it is just cowardice.  True humility is when you totally trust God to protect your interests so you can focus on other people’s interests.  If I am truly humble, I will stand up for truth against error but I won’t stand up for myself against you.  Humility is a sense of desperate dependence on God.  It is a willingness to be helpless and utterly dependent upon God.  We left off last time talking about how to become humble – how to excise the cancer of pride.

How to Become Humble – 5 Ways  
Realize the seriousness of the sin of pride.
Submit to authority.
Focus more of your attention on God – approach His presence and learn of His character – especially as revealed in the law.
Accept suffering (let it do its job).  You may even humble yourself through things like fasting.
Pray
(The words He used mean the spiritual beggars.  Remember, one thing about beggars – they are always begging.)  Therefore, if you want humility, ask for it.  Learn how to pray after the pattern of the Lord’s Prayer.  Doing that is one of the most humbling things you can ever do.

Matthew 6:9-13  "'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  (Beginning your prayer with a focus on who God is and the greatness of His name will humble you.)
your kingdom come (Spend two minutes thinking about yourself in light of God’s kingdom and then see how much self-importance you feel.)
your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. (If His will is your only desire, your will is forgotten.  That’s humility.)
Give us today our daily bread. (That might be the most humbling thing in the whole prayer.  Praying for wealth and riches is one thing but not too many people in our culture pray for daily bread.  Some of you are out of work and have no idea from where your next rent check will come.  But everyone in this room knows it will be no problem getting some bread to eat today.  Some of you have already had enough calories this morning to last you until Thursday.  We pray for a lot of things but we don’t know anything about what it is like to have to struggle for daily bread.  Instead of always praying for next month’s rent, it’s a good practice to pray for daily bread.  Our temptation is to think that, since we have a kitchen full of food, money in the bank and a credit card, there is no chance we will go hungry today.  But when we think that way, we are putting our hope in our own resources.  If you eat another bite of food today, it will only be because God graciously provided it.  Praying for daily bread reminds me that, unless God decides to provide me with food I don’t deserve, I will never eat again.  The sooner you and I realize that, the more humble we will be.  Therefore, the best way to remind yourself of that is to constantly ask God to provide you with your daily bread.  Remember, in Matthew 5:3, Jesus said the only people who will enter the Kingdom of God are the poor in spirit).
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  (Confessing your sin to God is a humbling thing to do.  Not only does it remind you of your failings, it also reminds you of your desperate dependence on God’s mercy.)  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.'  (Pray that and you will be reminded that we are subject to an enemy who is more powerful than us and, without God’s protection, we are helpless.  That is humbling.  Therefore, pray and ask God for all those things – especially for humility.)
 
The rest of Ephesians 4:2 goes on to describe what a humble heart looks like in more detail.  Paul talks about meekness, patience and love.  We will talk in detail about each of those next week when the whole picture (verses 1-6) comes together.  For now, let me just give you a quick explanation of what they mean.  
The word gentle means meek.  It refers to someone who is non-threatening, non-intimidating – someone who puts people at ease.  The word patience has to do with being patient with people.  It is the virtue that will hang in there with people over the long haul.  People will fail you again and again and again; however, you don’t give up on them.  That is patience.  Bearing with one another refers more to the immediate reaction – your reaction right at the moment of the offense.  This term means to put up with whatever is going on right now without having an angry reaction.  
What does it mean to walk in a manner worthy of your calling?  Walk in humility and meekness.
Respond to people’s failings with patience, bearing with them.  Be loving in your immediate response and don’t give up on the person in the long term.  Hang in there with the person; have a patience that is driven by true love for the person.  That is the walk that is fitting, given your calling.  After all this, in verse 3, Paul gets to the real heart of the issue in Ephesians, Chapter 4 – unity.
Unity
Ephesians 4:3  Making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

The word keep means to guard or preserve.  The unity already exists; however, we are called to work hard and labor diligently to guard it and maintain it.  This morning I would like to take a close look at what it is we are to guard exactly.  Next time we will talk about how to guard it.
The thing we are to guard is church unity.  Probably 99% of the time you hear those words, it is in the context of complaining that there is no church unity and that we need to try to generate it.  But I assure you that there is unity in the Church.  I believe that just as much as I believe that Jesus Christ is Lord.  The unity already exists and we are called upon here to guard it – to make sure it doesn’t become marred or hidden or damaged.

The Importance of Unity
We all know unity is important to the Lord.  In His high priestly prayer in John 17, of all the things Jesus could have prayed for, He prayed for Church unity.  He prayed that we would be one as He and the Father are one.  Have you ever wondered why that  is so important to Him?  If you’re thinking that we need to have church unity so that we can be a good witness to the world or so that we can be more efficient in our work, you need to back up a few steps.  Those are good goals; however, there is a much bigger reason to guard our unity.  If you want to know that reason, just look back to chapter 1.  (You know how sometimes a little kid will ask why something is the way it is and, when you give the answer, he says, “Why is that?”  Then, when you answer that question, he again asks, “Well, why is that?” – and he keeps asking until you either run out of answers or patience?)  If you want to know why God is doing what He is doing, keep asking that question to get back to higher and higher reasons and, eventually, the final answer will be Ephesians 1:10.

Ephesians 1:9-10   And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. 

The reason for everything that is going on is that it is all part of God’s ultimate plan in creating everything in the first place, which culminates in bringing all things under one head – even Christ.  God is in the process of bringing His creation to the point of total unity.  God wants unity – not oneness – but unity.  However, He does not want everything and everyone to eventually melt into one giant, homogenous glob.  (There will always be unique individuals with different identities and roles.)  He wants unity in the sense of a well-oiled machine.  He wants every part of the creation working together in perfect relationship to everything else in order to achieve its ultimate purpose – the ultimate glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Someday, that will happen.  
We cannot see it now but God has given us a sample of that unity.  That sample is the Church; the Church is the pilot program of that.  That is why unity in the Church is so absolutely critical – because we serve as the picture and sample and first fruits of the ultimate climax and culmination and goal of all things.  The reconciled universe of the future is going to be modeled after the pattern of the Church today!  
We are on display, not only before the world, but before all the powers and authorities in the heavenly realms.  That is why we need to have church unity.  
But what causes church unity?  One thing I can tell you is that the most commonly tried tactics don’t work.  Human wisdom can never generate spiritual unity.

False Unity

Ecuminicism 
More and more people today seem to think the way to protect the unity of the church is by avoiding any discussion of doctrine i.e. just don’t ever talk about anything that is controversial.  Then the church will be unified because all debate will be eliminated.  However, that is phony unity.  For example, if you have a football team and half your team is going for the south end zone and the other half is going for the north end zone, you don’t reach team unity by just deciding not to bring it up at half-time.  “We don’t want any conflict; we just won’t bring it up.  We don’t want any arguing and fighting, so we will just be tolerant of those who are running the opposite way.”  No team would have that attitude at a meaningless football game; yet they think that way in the church where they are doing things of eternal importance!  How can that be?  Evidently, many people think doctrine is little more than meaningless philosophical speculation; it is just opinion or preference or taste.  It is foolish to argue over what tastes better – an apple or an orange.  Or which is a better color – blue or red.  Those kinds of things are just opinion and preference.  
The effect of Postmodernism has been to put doctrines about God in that category – which has affected the Church.  That is why people are so content to never debate theology; they think it really doesn’t matter what you believe.  We need to realize that doctrines are not opinions.  Doctrines are truth claims upon which we base our eternal destiny.  Nothing is more important than having correct doctrine.  The only way to be unified in our doctrine is to discuss it, debate it, study it, critique it, and hammer it out until we find the truth.  Paul didn’t say, “Make every effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit through the bond of silence.”  If we refuse to debate doctrine, we proliferate our disunity because it can never be resolved.

Separatism 
Nor did Paul say, “Preserve the unity of the Spirit through the bond of uniformity.”   Some churches develop a separatist mentality and say, “You are welcome into our club only if you adhere to all the codes” meaning “We have one acceptable music style, one acceptable worship style; therefore, follow all our codes of conduct and preferences – or find another church”  In a church like that, everyone is exactly the same; it seems like real unity.  But that is not unity.  That approach simply takes the disunity and shoves it outside the doors of the church building.  But there is still disunity in the body of Christ.  
Again, in the name of generating unity, they do nothing but proliferate more disunity.  That kind of separatist mentality is what has resulted in the countless denominations we have today.  I think there is some value to denominations – up to a point.  It is nice to know if you are walking in to a Pentecostal church or an Episcopalian church; however, the divisions have gotten way out of hand.  You’ve heard of the denomination The Church of Christ.  Did you know there is an offshoot of that called The Church of Christ in Christian Union?  It is ironical that so often when someone splits off and creates a faction, they come up with a name that has something about unity:  “We split off from the, therefore, we are now the Church of Christian Union.”  Then there is another off shoot from that denomination called The Church of Christ no Sunday School.  They just couldn’t coexist with people who call themselves Christians and yet have Sunday School and who don’t use a single cup for communion; hence, they started their own denomination.  
Denominations form as offshoots of offshoots of offshoots until you get a denomination like 
The House of God Which is the Church of the Living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth Without Controversy Inc.  (That is a real denomination!)  Even though they are without controversy, there was an offshoot of that denomination that is called The House of God Which is the Church of the Living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth Without Controversy Inc. The Keith Dominion.  Not to be outdone by them are the folks in the House of God, Holy Church of the Living God, the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, the House of Prayer for all People denomination.
Or, if you want something that is not so mainstream, you could check out the following:
	The Fire Baptized Holiness Church
The Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Presbyterian Baptists
The Duck-River (And Kindred) Association of Baptists

The Triumph of the Church and the Kingdom of God in Christ Church

Or, if you just want something simple, how about The Schwenkfelder Church?  

It really is getting ridiculous out there!  We are so quick to divide over the smallest things.  A woman called me the other day to ask about our church.  She has listened to Food For Your Soul, loved the preaching and was all excited about coming.  However, she decided she can’t come here because when we baptize we say, “In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  She said she believes in the Trinity and is not a Oneness Pentecostal but, in her experience, she has had really good luck with the name of Jesus Christ only at baptism.  It is incredible to me the kinds of things over which people will divide fellowship.  
If Jesus’ earthly ministry were today, couldn’t you just hear the debates between those who were healed?  “The proper way to be healed of blindness is for Jesus to spit in the dirt and put that on your eyes!” “No!  I know from experience that He heals blindness with a word – without touching you.”  “That’s the worst heresy I’ve ever heard!”  
Welcome to the First United Jordan River (and Kindred) Church of the Saliva Muddite Brethren Without Controversy.
There are some issues that are serious enough over which to divide fellowship.  However, to only fellowship with people who are in lock-step agreement with every detail of both faith and tradition seems to bring unity in your little group but really results in ridiculous disunity in the Church as a whole.  You don’t achieve unity through sticking your head in the sand and pretending there are no differences.  In addition, you don’t achieve unity through separating from everyone who refuses to think and act exactly like your group.  Both those approaches just proliferate disunity.
So how do you maintain true unity?  Paul will tell us but, first, let’s think through why unity is important.
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That is why it has to be a real unity – not just a contrived, institutional ecumenical charade of external unity.  

The Basis of Our Unity
The good news is that we do not have to generate a unity on our own; we automatically have it when we enter the Church.  That is why Paul says, “Keep (or guard) the unity of the Spirit” instead of “Generate (or manufacture) the unity of the Church.”  There is a unity that already exists in the Church.  
Any differences between you and someone else in the church – differences in background, in upbringing, in personality, in tradition – anything that we would normally think might make us incompatible, is transcended by the profound unity that exists in the Church because of the things listed in verses 4-6.  
In this verse (in the Greek language), the words there is are not there; Paul just starts listing ways that we are one:

Ephesians 4:4-6  …one body and one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when you were called – one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

One Body & Spirit 
The Church is like a body.  Just as your body has lots of very different parts that have very different functions, they all are animated by one spirit (you).  The parts of the body are doing many different things but the body itself as a whole is only doing one thing.  For example, if my spirit decides “This morning I’m going to clean the garage,” all the parts of my body immediately start doing very different things.  My mouth will chew up some food for my digestive system to convert into the energy I’m going to need.  My legs propel me around the garage.  My hands just close around things, hold them, then release when the arm gets into the right position; they don’t do anything but open and close all day.  
My heart doesn’t seem to be doing much of anything related to the garage – just pump, pump, pump, pump.  My white blood cells are busy killing off the things I’m breathing in.  My liver is filtering out the poisons that my mouth chewed up for breakfast.  They are all doing different things; however, the body is doing one thing – the thing my spirit decided to do – clean the garage. 
That is the way the Church is – the  various church members  are doing different things.  Some of you are folding bulletins, some are making phone calls, some are teaching, some are watching the kids.  But the Body of Christ is doing one thing – the thing that the Holy Spirit tells it to do.  You can’t always see that because you are just one little white blood cell doing your thing – and you may not have any understanding of how that contributes to the overall purpose of the Body.  But that’s okay.  You don’t have to know that; you just have to do what the Spirit directs you to do and let the Head worry about coordinating the whole effort.  
On the day you became a Christian, God made you some part of the body.  He made you a cog somewhere in the machinery.  All you have to do is just keep turning in relationship to the cogs that are around you.  You just need to serve the body in whatever capacity you are designed to serve it so that it can fulfill its overall function.  You may think, “But I don’t want to be dependent upon the rest of the body.  I want to be independent.”  There is a word for that, a word for a part of the body acting independently from the head and the rest of the body; it’s called a spasm.  Spasms happen but they never accomplish anything worthwhile; they only harm the overall effort of the body.  What Paul is saying here is, “Don’t be spastic.  Maintain the unity of the body.”  Don’t go off and form The First United Holiness Muscle Spasm of Boulder County.  Keep your eye on the big picture.
For example, you may have heard about when St. Paul’s Cathedral was being built in London, a visitor asked a workman what he was doing.  The guy said, “I’m shaping this piece of stone.”  The visitor asked another workman who said, “I’m earning my pay.”  He asked a third workman who said, “I’m helping Sir Christopher Wren build a cathedral.” All three answers were correct but it was the third guy who had the big picture in mind.
The next time someone sees you picking up bulletins and trash off the pews after church or setting up chairs downstairs and then asks you what you are doing, you can say, “I’m helping bring all things in heaven and on earth together under on head, even Christ.” 
Again, if someone sees you dropping off a loaf of bread or some cookies on the doorstep of one of the visitors and asks what you’re doing, just say, “I’m helping the Lord Jesus Christ work out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.”
If you are on the phone offering someone comfort or reproof or godly counsel or exhortation and someone asks what you are doing, just say, “Oh nothing, I’m just showing the incomparable riches of His grace and making known the multifaceted wisdom of God to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly realms according to His eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Why – what are you doing?”
Yes, we all do different things but there is one body energized and animated and directed by one Holy Spirit. 

One Hope
At first you might see that and wonder if our hope really is that great a point of unity.  On the surface, it may seem that we all have different hopes.  Some are looking for a pre-tribulation rapture; others have their hope set on being raptured after a significant time of tribulation.  I have a great hope of the Millennial Kingdom where God will fulfill all His promises to Israel.  (I love to go to Avista Hospital just to see the sculpture of the Millennial Kingdom where little children are lying around with a lion.  Every time I walk by that, it fills me with hope and joy.)  But many Christians are convinced that will never happen and that what is happening right now is all the fulfillment those promises will ever have.
At first glance it may seem that what awaits us in the end times causes division in the Church, not unity.  For example, people talk about Pre-mill, Post-mill, A-mill, Pre-Trib, Post-trib, mid-Trib, Pan-trib, etc.  But the truth is, while there is controversy over the timing and details of some things, the basic hope of the Second Coming really does unite us.  All Christians everywhere believe that Jesus Christ will return and judge this world.  We all believe in the resurrection from the dead and eternal reward for the righteous; every Christian everywhere has turned his back on the old life in the hope of that.  The concept of being called into a certain hope comes from chapter 1:

Ephesians 1:18  …the eyes of your heart having been enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you  

When you were unbeliever, you could understand the descriptions of heaven but you couldn’t make it the object of your hope.  You were enlightened for a reason and the first part of that reason was that you would understand the hope to which God called you.  It is very, very important to God that you live a life that is characterized by hope.  Nothing glorifies God like having His children live lives of hope because that announces to the world that we serve a supremely good, supremely trustworthy God.  One thing that absolutely every true Christian in the world has in common is the fact that our hope is in the Lord.  The source from which we derive our joy is the confidence of the goodness of God’s ultimate plan.  
Consequently, if I go to the church down the street or bump into a Christian in California or New York or go to Africa or China or Pakistan and I meet someone who is a genuine, born-again Christian, I instantly have a closeness and a camaraderie that transcends any human relationship because we have so much in common.  That person is a cog in the same machine of which I am also a part.  He’s an organ in the same body as I’m part of.  His life is being directed by the exact same Spirit.  Therefore, I can tell you what hope energizes his life because it is the same thing that I have.  The purpose of his life, the goal of his life and the direction of his life are all exactly the same as mine.  We are part of the same society – the Church – which is a multi-cultural, multi-ethnic society of pardoned rebels who have their hope set on the Lord Jesus Christ alone.  Although that is plenty to establish our unity, Paul keeps going.

One Lord
We are all owned by the same Master.  There are countless religious and millions of supposed gods and lords, but, in John 14:6, Jesus said, “I am the way…no one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 4:12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. 

If you are a Christian who thinks that Jesus was wrong about that and that there are many names by which people can be saved or that there are many religions that will work and many lords before whom we can bow, then you are not a Christian.  Stop kidding yourself.  You can’t deny the central tenets of what Christ taught and call yourself a Christian. 

One Faith
We are one – not just in that we all confess the same creed – but because all true Christians believe and accept it as well as confess it. 

One Baptism 
In Judaism, Jews were circumcised and proselytes were baptized which created two classes of people.  However, in the Church, we all have the same initiation ritual.  I think it is sad that, for whatever reason, many churches have seen fit to invent new modes of baptism other than what was done in the New Testament.  Our common baptism is a point of profound unity; yet baptism has become a point of division in the Church.  Instead of immersion, some people want to sprinkle or pour and some people want to baptize babies before they are even old enough to understand the Gospel.  That is tragic because baptism is one the great points of unity of our faith.
The word baptize means to immerse.  All true Christians have been immersed into the body of Christ; the external picture of that is to be immersed in water.  All Christians have made a declaration of Christ as Lord which is done publicly at their baptism.  There are a number of reasons to be baptized; however, if for no other reason, you should do it just to participate in the unity of the Church.  What a privilege to do the exact same thing that has been done by millions Christians for the last 2000 years!  It is not like every church comes up with their own initiation rite; we all do the same thing.
One of the great privileges of being one of God’s elect is that you get to confess to the world (and, more importantly, to the Church) that Jesus Christ is Lord and profess your allegiance to Him.  He has set up a single way of doing that that we all do – the beautiful act of baptism.  Baptism is something you do after you have placed your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to symbolize what has taken place in your heart.  It doesn’t save you or make you a Christian; however, it does serve as a profound illustration of what does make you a Christian.  It illustrates the washing of regeneration when God cleanses your heart and makes you pure on the inside.  It pictures your identification with Christ in His death and resurrection.  It is a dramatic statement of your pledge to turn your back on the old life and live for Christ – a statement that is so public and so memorable – that Romans 5 teaches that thinking back and remembering your baptism actually helps you live your Christian life.

Conclusion
We don’t have to invent some humanly generated unity; the unity of the Church already exists in profound measure because of theological realities that cannot be altered.

Galatians 3:26-29  You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

One hope, one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism – everthing of importance that we hold, we hold with other people.  Everything about the Christian faith is corporate.  There are no unique Christians; we are all unique in that we have different gifts and roles but that is the only point at which we differ.  Some people want to divide the Church along denominational lines – and there are always only two:  my denomination and all those other goofy denominations.  That is one thing I like about not being in a denomination – our church becomes like a microcosm of the Universal Church.  So many of you came here from all kinds of other churches and denominations and God just brought us together and made us one church.  
There are no classes of Christianity.  The Wesleyans divide the Church into the regular Christians and the Christians who have experienced entire sanctification.  Some people want to divide the Church into the regular Christians and the deeper life Christians who have found the secret.  (That secret to the deeper life always remains a secret even when they write books about it because their books are always meaningless nonsense.)  Many Charismatics want to divide the Church according to the elite gifts and the regular gifts:  “You have helps, but I have tongues!” and “You are a regular, second-class Christian, but I am a Holy-Ghost-baptized, tongues-speaking Christian.”  
I don’t know what kind of Christian you are but I hope you are just a regular Christian because there are really only two categories: regular Christians and non-Christians.  We are all one.  We are worship the same Lord.  We are owned by the same Master.  We are all part of the same body which is animated by the same Spirit.  We all entered that Body in exactly the same way – through faith – which  means we all believe the same essential Gospel.  We all believe and accept and love the same set of truths.  We all expressed that entrance into the body in the same way – through baptism.  
When we baptize, we ask the person to give a testimony describing their conversion.  Very often they are reluctant because they don’t think their testimony is unique enough.  They don’t have a dramatic story that will make everyone sit up and say, “Wow, that’s different.”  Consequently, they try to think of ways to present their story to make it unique.  That’s okay because, prior to coming to Christ, everyone comes from a pretty wide variety of backgrounds.  Some were saved out of a lot of external immorality.  Others seemed pretty good on the outside but on the inside had spiritual blindness and a sense of their own righteousness rather than the righteousness of Christ.  But once a person comes to Christ, everyone’s story becomes the same:  “God cleansed my heart.  He opened my eyes.  He forgave me, and ever since the, He has been sanctifying me and conforming me to His image.”  
If you think about it, every Christian’s testimony is essentially the same.  If yours isn’t unique, don’t worry – no one’s story is unique!  Our entrance into the kingdom was the same for every one of us.  How many different baptisms (immersions into Christ) are there?  How many Lord Jesus Christ’s are there?  How many bodies of Christ are there?  How many Holy Spirit’s are there?  Just one.
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Benediction:  Romans 15:5,6  

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.


           


Review Question:

How is Church unity achieved?
 





 

