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Praying for a Sinning Brother
Victory by Faith: Part 5
1 John 5:14-17      2-1-2009

Summary: The main point of this passage is clear – God listens to our prayers. This follows on the discussion of eternal life because prayer is a key part of life (personal interaction with God). This is where all our confidence gets put to work. John’s point about prayer is that it shows our special relationship with God. Prayer + Love = Intercession. We pray for sinning brothers to be given life (sin disrupts the aspects of life and puts you on the road toward death). Pray hard for the sinning brother! The purpose of the system of intercession is so God can validate us as His favored servants.
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1 John 5:14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him. 16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not end in death. There is a sin that ends in death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not end in death. 18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true--even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.
Introduction
This passage of Scripture is probably the most theologically difficult passage in the book. What on earth is the sin ending in death? And how do you know for sure if someone has committed it? And why is it necessary to pray for God to grant life to a brother in Christ who already has eternal life? There are some very difficult questions that arise from this passage. However, even with the presence of those difficulties, the main point of the passage is actually crystal clear. No matter where you come down on all those other questions, surely we can all agree on the main point.

The relationship of Intercession (Special access to God)
The point of the passage is – we know for sure that God will listen to our prayers.

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him. 16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life.

Would you agree that main point is not hard to see? We know He will hear us. This entire section – from v.13 all the way to the end of the book, is all about things we know for sure. If you just underline the word “know” in those verses you will see what I mean.

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
15  And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him.
18  We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin
19  We know that we are children of God
20  We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding

John closes out his book by reminding us of the things that we know for sure. We live in uncertain times, and there is not much out there that you can be very sure of. You do not know what is going to happen to the economy, you do not know for sure what the future of your marriage is going to be, you do not know how long your job is going to last, or how long your health is going to last. You do not know what is going to happen with your kids, or if you are going to end up in a nursing home someday, or when or how you are going to die. You do not even know who is going to win the Super Bowl (although some of you think you know – you do not). You do not even know what is going to happen five minutes from now. 
We live our whole lives on probabilities, because there is hardly anything we know for sure. But in the closing verses of his epistle John gives us a whole list of things that we can know with absolute certainty. Ours is the age of post-modernism, which is marked by a hostility against the very idea of knowing anything for sure – especially if it is about God or morality. Even Evangelical scholars are embracing what they call a “hermeneutic of humility” in which they say we cannot really be sure we even know what the Bible means by what it says. And against that drone of the world pushing everyone into perpetual doubt the voice of God rings out in 1 John 3 with “We know…we know…we know…” 
There are six things John says we know for sure. And one of them is that God listens to your prayers. There are a whole lot of things that God is content for you not to know. Most of the facts in the universe you do not know, and God is just fine with that. All those uncertainties I mentioned – it is just fine for you not to know any of those things. But one thing God wants you to know for sure is that He listens to your prayers.
Listening
And when the Bible says that God listens – that does not just mean He hears the sounds you are making.

A favorable hearing
It means He gives them a favorable hearing. When you talk to someone and that person does not receive what you said, and then someone else asks you about the conversation you say, “Aw – I tried to tell him, but he wouldn’t listen to me.” When we say that, we do not mean the guy stuck his fingers in his hears so he could ntt hear the sounds that were coming out of your mouth. What we mean is he did not give you a favorable hearing. He did not allow his heart to be swayed or influenced by what you said. When God says He will listen to one person and not listen to another person, that is the kind of listening it is talking about. He will listen with interest and with willingness and eagerness to respond favorably. That is one of the rare certainties that we have in this life. That is the point of this passage. It is not a big deal to me whether you agree or disagree with my take on the sin ending in death. What is a big deal is that you realize joy over the fact that you know that God listens to your prayers.

God does not listen to everyone’s prayers
And if that does not bring you any special joy it may be that you fail to realize what an amazing thing it is for God to listen to a human being. There are a lot of folks who assume God listens to everyone’s prayers. And if that is true then it is really no big deal that He listens to yours. But God does not listen to everyone’s prayers. In fact He does not listen to the vast majority of people’s prayers. Most people’s prayers do not receive a favorable hearing in heaven.

Proverbs 28:9 If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable.

When a person is in a place in his life where he is not really listening to God’s Word – God not only turns a deaf ear to his prayers – He hates that person’s prayers. 

Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is His delight.
Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
Psalm 34:15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry; 16 the face of the LORD is against those who do evil
Psalm 66:18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened

If we arrogantly think that God has some sort of duty to listen to any and every prayer that is offered by anyone, then it will not be any big deal to us to learn that He listens to our prayers. But when you understand that the Lord only listens to a tiny percentage of the people’s prayers - only a tiny fraction of the human beings on this planet can have their prayers heard in heaven, that should cause great joy in the hearts of that tiny fraction.
Prayer = Privileged access 
When you write about prayer there are a whole lot of different angles you can take. You could focus on how to pray, or what to pray for, or why pray, or the role of faith in prayer, or how to get prayers answered, or the will of God in prayer, etc. But for John, the main significance of prayer that he focuses on in this book is the privileged relationship with God that prayer is based on. What is most amazing about prayer is the fact that it shows us to be highly favored in God’s sight. Just the fact that you can come to God in prayer and have Him listen shows you to be one of His rare, favored inner circle.
That is the way it was in the Gospel of John too. The main significance of prayer is the fact that it shows special, unique access to God. In John 11:42 Jesus pointed to the fact that the Father always heard His prayers as evidence of Jesus’ special, favored status before God the Father as His Son. The uniqueness of the way the Father listened to Jesus’ prayers demonstrated the uniqueness of their relationship.
And the same is true for us. So for John, whatever God gives you in answer to your prayers is really secondary. What is primary is the fact that God listened to you. If your friend came to you and said, “Guess what – I called George W Bush and asked him if it would be OK if I stayed the weekend at his ranch, and he said, ‘sure – you bet,” you probably would not respond by saying, “Wow – you’re staying at a ranch?” More likely your response would not have anything to do with the ranch. You would say, “You have the sort of relationship with the former President of the United States that he can ask for favors like that?” Getting to stay at a nice ranch is secondary.
You know those MasterCard “priceless” commercials? They go through the cost of various things, and then finally get to the most important thing and instead of giving a price they say, “priceless.” If John made one of those commercials about prayer he would list a bunch of things and then at the end say, “Being listened to favorably by God – priceless.”   
Blank check?
Does this mean God will never say no? No. We talked about this back in 3:21-22, which is another one of those blank check type passages. When I preached on that passage I talked at length about how to harmonize the passages that say get whatever we ask with those passages that put conditions on answered prayer. If you want to look into that you can get that sermon on 3:21-22. I am not going to repeat it all now. I will just say this – it is not John’s purpose here to overturn all that the rest of Scripture says about prayer. In order for your prayers to be answered you must pray
- in Jesus’ name (Jn.14:13). If you feel that you deserve to get an answer then you are praying in your name rather than Jesus’ name.
- with persistence (Lk.18:1), faith (Jas.1:5,6), and wholehearted seeking (Jer.28:12). 
- You must be remaining in Christ – walking in regular fellowship and personal interaction with Him (Jn.15:7).
- You must pray with an unselfish motive (Jas.4:3). If you pray for anything that Is not for the purposes of the Kingdom of God and the glory of His name, do not expect God to hear that prayer.
- And you must pray with boldness & confidence (1 Jn.3:21), righteousness (Jas.5:16) See also Ps.34:15, 145:19, 66:18, Pr.28:9, 15:8,29, and especially love (Pr.21:13). See also 1 Pe.3:7, Isa.58:7.
John is not negating any of that here. God is not a vending machine that has to cough up whatever you want just because you demanded it. Prayer is still prayer. And it is still possible that you could ask for something and not get it just because you did not pray fervently enough, or did not have the proper boldness or because of unrighteousness in your life, etc. John’s point here is that generally speaking, as Christians we are in a special relationship with God that gives us immediate access to Him and a favorable ear.
God’s eagerness to answer is for His glory
When you see conditions in Scripture for answered prayer, do not look at those as escape clauses to let God off the hook, as if He were looking for excuses to say no. It is just the opposite. He is looking for excuses to say yes. Scripture paints a picture in which God is eager to answer our prayers. He loves doing it. You have certain activities that you especially enjoy – God especially enjoys answering your prayers. He delights in it because it brings Him glory.

Isaiah 30:18 The LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. 

He is like a parent who went out and bought His child some really expensive gift that he knows his kid will absolutely love. And so he rushes right home to give it to him right away, but as soon as he gets home his child does something that requires some severe discipline. And so the parent is all disappointed because he was so eager to give that gift, but now he can’t because he does not want to reinforce that bad behavior. So he is all excited to give it the next day, but that day the kid runs away from home and is gone for several days. So that parent has to wait a little longer. Finally he spots a moment when the child is not doing anything that makes it a bad idea to give him the gift, and so he quickly seizes the opportunity and gives it to him.
God is like that with our prayers. He is eager to answer, and unless we are doing something that would make it a bad thing for Him to answer, He cannot wait to give us what we are asking for. God is like a sprinter in the starting blocks, and our prayers cause Him to explode into action on our behalf. He loves to do that because the finish line of His sprint is His own glory.

From Him
Notice those last two words of v.15.
15 And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him.

When you pray and you get the thing you asked for, the point John is making here is that when that happens you can know for sure that you got that thing from God. That is crucial, because if you do not understand that you will tend to assume you would have gotten it anyway. You say, “Dear God, please keep me safe on this trip.” And then when you arrive safely you do not have a lot of gratitude in your heart because you have a sense that you probably would have arrived safely anyway. So the prayer did not really do anything. It might have added a little insurance at the margin, but for the most part you do not have a sense that your safe trip was a product of God responding to your prayer.
How can you know for sure if God would have done it anyway even if you had not prayed? You can’t, but that does not matter. What matters is when you ask God for something and it happens. Receive that as something that came from God. It does not matter if He would have done it anyway. What matters is you asked Him to do something, He listened, and was agreeable to what you asked. The point that John is making is that when you get what you pray for, you can know for sure that you got it from God. If one of my kids asks me for a certain gift for Christmas, and I get it for them, what does it matter if I was thinking of getting that gift anyway? What matters is I gave it to them. If the thing you prayed for would have happened anyway – even then it would have been from God.

The Recipients of Intercession (Sinning brothers)
So God is eager to answer our prayers, and especially the kind of prayers John is speaking of here – prayers of intercession.
Prayers of love
Intercession is when you pray for someone else. When you step into that gap between God and someone else and speak to God on that person’s behalf. Intercession is what happens when you combine prayer with love. If you talk to God about what is on your heart, and your heart is full of love for your brother, then you will talk to God about your brother. If there is no intercession in your prayer life that means you either do not have any love for your brothers or you do not believe God listens to prayer.
And that is especially true when there are life and death issues at stake. If you do not pray for someone who is facing death that is really a cold heart. And in v.16 John is talking about a brother who is facing death.

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life.

Now the big discussion about that verse is always, “What is the sin that ends in death?” We’ll get to that, but do not let that distract you from the rest of what John is saying.

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin … he should pray and God will give him life.

In order for that brother to survive you have to pray for God to give him life. Why is it necessary to ask God to give life to a brother? If John has made anything clear in this section it is that all brothers and sisters in Christ have eternal life. So why would we pray for God to grant life to a brother who already has it? Especially since the only thing we know about this particular brother is that he has NOT committed the sin that ends in death! If he has eternal life, and he has not committed the sin unto death, isn’t it redundant to ask God to give him life?
Praying for life
Sin disrupts life
Evidently, committing sin does something that disrupts spiritual life. The implication of what John is saying is this: it is possible to have heavenly life – life from God – life that belongs to the age to come – true knowledge of God; is it possible to have that and then for it to be disrupted by sin. All sin interrupts our experience of spiritual life – the life of heaven. Remember – the word translated “eternal” does not primarily mean “unending.” What it means is “characteristic of the age to come.” So eternal life refers to the kind of life we will enjoy in the age to come – heavenly life. And Jesus said in Jn.17:3 that heavenly life is all about knowing God. And that knowledge of God is disrupted in this life when we fall into sin. Sin interrupts our fellowship with God, spoils our intimacy with Him, puts distance between us and God, causes God to turn His face away, diminishes His willingness to hear our prayers, dampens our delight in Him, clouds our ability to see His glory, darkens our understanding of His Word, grieves the Holy Spirit…

Sin puts you on the road toward death
And not only that, but sin also places us on the path that leads toward death. The closest parallel that I know of in the Bible to this passage is at the end of the book of James.

James 5:19 My brothers…

Who would you say James is talking to here? I would say – brothers – the same group John speaks of in 1 Jn.5:16. In both cases we are dealing with brothers in the faith.

19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 

When a Christian falls into sin it puts him on a road that is headed toward death. But what sort of death? Physical death? Is the point of all this intercession to prevent brothers from dying physically? Let’s go back to 1 John and let John answer that question for us. What kind of life is John talking about in the context? John has mentioned life 12 other times in 1 John (besides 5:16), and every one of them is clearly a reference to spiritual life. John has mentioned death two other times in the book, and both of those are clearly a reference to spiritual death.

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.

So the context calls for us to take this as spiritual life and death not physical life and death. When you see a brother in Christ commit a sin, you should pray for him and beseech God to have mercy on him and spare his spiritual life. And if you do that God will hear your prayer (because you are highly favored by God and therefore have great influence with Him), and the brother will repent and get off the track that leads toward spiritual death. And when that happens, according to James 5, you have saved him from death.
Wherever you stand on the whole debate over eternal security and apostasy, you need to make sure your view on that does not cause you to ignore passages like this. Without question God has filled the New Testament with wonderful and delightful promises that He will preserve our faith and hold on to us. But the fact that He also warns us against falling means that the promises of preservation are not absolute in this life. And so however you sort out the tensions in your own mind (between the warnings and the promises) it is very important that you make sure you take the warning passages seriously. And God did not give us those so that we could come up with some interpretive trick to sweep them all under the rug of some theological system and not concern ourselves with them. When someone who deeply loves you gives you a stern warning you need to heed that warning. And so when God gives us passages like 1 John 5 and James 5 that speak of the possibility of brothers in Christ getting on the path toward spiritual death, that should get our attention.
Sin puts us on the road to death.

Romans 8:13 for if you live according to the flesh, you are about to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Jesus told a parable about the various reactions people have to the gospel (the Parable of the Soils). And in that parable Jesus said there are some who reject the gospel right from the start and never have any spiritual life. But there are others who hear it and receive it and the seed actually produces life for a time. But then either persecution or trouble or the worries of this life or the love of money come in and choke out the gospel and the plant dies.

You need help to get off
Sin puts us on the highway to death, and we need one another to help us get off that highway.

Hebrews 3:12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

This is another huge reason why you should be in a small group, by the way. If you pray for your brother who is struggling with sin, and if you encourage him on a regular basis from Scripture, that will prevent him from developing a sinful, unbelieving heart that becomes hardened by sin’s deceitfulness and turns away from the living God, and it will cover over a multitude of sins and ultimately save him from spiritual death. If we are not praying like people’s lives depend on it, we do not understand prayer.

Life & death prayer
We need to be praying hard for each other. There is a lot at stake in this war. Things can go really, really bad, and so our prayers for one another should be earnest and intense and fervent - especially when it does not look like the person is repentant. Pray the way you pray when your little toddler drinks some poison and you call 911 and they say that if you make it to the hospital fast enough she might have a 10% chance of surviving - That kind of life or death praying.

1 Timothy 4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

Timothy was saved already, and yet in order for him to ultimately be saved he had to watch over his life and doctrine closely.  And so did Paul.

1 Corinthians 9:27 I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be rejected.

We are in a war against an enemy that is using live ammo. And so when our great Commander in this war tells us to take cover that is not the time to twist His words to apply to someone else so that we can set our minds at ease that there is no real danger. When He says take cover, take cover, because there is real danger. And when He says to cover your brother’s back, cover his back because if you do not, he could very well become a casualty. And when a brother is captured we need to carry out a serious rescue operation to save his life. Because Proverbs says the cords of sin will entangle him and ensnare him and drag him right down to the grave. (Pr.5:22,7:27) How many times do we see a brother sin and we respond by looking down on him, ridiculing him, despising him, gossiping about him, marginalizing him, giving up on him – everything but rescuing him?

How to pray for life 
So when you see a brother sin how should you pray? John says, “Pray that God would give him life” – all of the components of life from God that we have talked about. Enlightenment – so they can see the evil of what they are doing and the goodness of God’s way; Inclination of their hearts toward righteousness and away from evil; Strength to fight against the enemy; Motivation to seek hard after God; Personal interaction with God so the can receive grace from being in His presence, and that grace will enable them to overcome the sin; Faith – the ability to believe the Word of God and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ; All of those things are what will bring true repentance. And if he does not repent, he will continue on the road toward death.

When? Any sin
And when should you pray that way? What kind of sin is so severe and so grave and so serious and so threatening to a brother’s spiritual life that it should set off these kinds of prayers?

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that is not toward death, he should pray and God will give him life. 

We have not answered the question of what a sin “toward death” is yet, but whatever it is – any other sin is a sin that should set off these kinds of prayer. Absolutely every sin except that one should set off this kind of praying.
And then John hastens to remind us…

17 All unrighteousness is sin

Anytime you ever see a brother or sister in Christ do something that is not righteous, you should pray and ask God to spare them from ultimate apostasy, because all sin puts you on the road to apostasy. That is not to say all sin is apostasy. You do not lose your salvation every time you sin. But every sin does put you on a road that leads away from God. And that road will ultimately take you right into ultimate, spiritual death unless you do a U-turn and repent. Repentance is getting off the road that goes away from God and getting back on the road that goes toward God. And no matter how small the sin, every sin is an on-ramp onto the highway that leads away from God. So what John is saying is, “Every time you see someone get on that on-ramp, pray that they would get off.” And they will not be able to get off unless God grants them repentance, and so that is why we need to pray.

The Reason for Intercession (to demonstrate God’s favor)
Before we finish let’s ask ourselves one last question – Why? Why has God set up a system of intercession? If He wants to bless us why not just bless us directly? Why sit around and wait until someone prays for us?
Old Testament Theology of Intercession (only VIP’s can intercede)
The answer to that question emerges when you study the history of intercession in the Old Testament. 

Abraham
The first instance of intercession I know of is in Genesis 20. When Abraham moved to the Negev he told king Abimelech that Sarah was his sister, and Abimelech then took her into his harem. And In Gn.20:3 God says, “You are a dead man, because she is a married woman.”

Genesis 20:6 I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. That is why I did not let you touch her. 7 Now return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. 

Why not just let him live anyway? Why does Abraham have to pray for him? It was to show Abimelech how much God favored Abraham. Verse 7 says the reason God would listen was because Abraham was a prophet. That is how intercessory prayer is introduced to us in the Bible.

Moses
The next great intercessor in Scripture is Moses. Each time God ends one of the plagues he does it through Moses’ praying. More than once Moses has to pray for the nation of Israel to save them from being destroyed by God.

Samuel
The third great intercessor we see in Scripture is Samuel. In ch.7 the people finally repent of their sins and turn back to the Lord, but even then they still need to have Samuel intercede for them in order to be rescued from the Philistines. (1 Sam.7:8) And Samuel was willing, because he knew it would be sin for him not to pray for them.

1Samuel 12:23 As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. 
Why would it be such a sin for him to fail to pray for them? Lack of love?  Surely that’s part of it, but there is a bigger reason than that.

1 Samuel 12:22 For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.

You see, the reason God restores sinners is for the sake of His great name. If Samuel fails to intercede that will mean the death of all those people, and that would be a bad thing , but far worse than that is the fact that God’s name would be dishonored.
That was Moses’ motivation too. When God was going to destroy Israel Moses did not say, “God, do not do that. Think of how many people will suffer and die and how horrible that will be for them.” When God was going to destroy Israel for their sin in Ex.32 Moses interceded for them with the argument that if God destroyed them it would diminish His glory in the eyes of the nations.
The reason it would be such a horrendous evil for Samuel not to pray for those people was because God’s mercy and kindness to those people was for the sake of His great name.  So however much Samuel cares about God’s great name, that is how earnestly he should pray for mercy for them. And however zealous God is for His own great name, that is how sure it is that He will hear those prayers.

Job
One more key intercessor in the OT is Job. In ch.1 we read that Job had a regular practice of interceding for his kids even when he did not know of any specific sin they had committed just in case. And then at the end of the book Job intercedes for his friends.

Job 42:8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.
Jesus
As you move through the rest of the OT you find more examples of various prophets God using prayer to step in between some sinner and death or judgment. So why is there such a thing as intercession? We asked that same question about Christ’s intercession back in ch.2 of 1 John. Why does Jesus need to intercede for us? Is God the Father more angry than God the Son? Are the first two members of the Trinity different - moving in different directions – the Father toward wrath and the Son resisting that and pushing back toward mercy? No. They are exactly the same in their nature and in their affections and their attitude toward us. The reason God forgives us and blesses us only through the intercession of Jesus is because He wants all of His blessing of us to be a favor to His Son. God the Father is extremely eager to bless us. But He is even more eager to honor His Son, so in order to honor His Son, and in order to show us how certain our being blessed is going to be, He tied our blessings to His favor for His Son.
Conclusion
And understanding that helps us understand why He blesses in response to intercession by certain especially favored people. One thing you will notice when you study intercession in the OT is that it is never just some average person who intercedes. It is always some big-shot spiritual VIP. Abraham, Moses, Samuel, the Prophets – only people with special access to God. You never just see average Joe’s interceding. 

Jeremiah 15:1 Then the LORD said to me: "Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this people. Send them away from my presence! Let them go! 

Why is it that only the big shots can intercede?  It is because one of the purposes of intercession is for God to show how much He favors the one interceding. t is God’s way of saying, “This is my special man.” When God would only stop the plagues when Moses prayed for them to stop, He was showing that Moses was His chosen servant. It was the way the God showed how much He favored Moses.
That is why in the OT you only see intercession being offered by prophets. The only exception to that is Job. But even in Job’s case – even thought he was not a prophet, he was a man for whom God wanted to demonstrate His special favor. At the end of the book God wanted to make it clear that He approved of Job and not the friends. They were saying throughout the book that God was displeased with Job. And so God showed them they were wrong about that by making it so the friends could only be forgiven if Job prayed for them.
Our VIP status
Intercession can only be done by spiritual VIPs because the main purpose of it is to show how much God favors the one offering the intercession. Now, what does that tell you about the situation we have now in the Church?  Listen again to what John says:

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life. 

It is not just for prophets or patriarchs or kings. This privilege is given to any and every Christian. The OT teaches us that God only listens to spiritual VIPs when it comes to intercession. There are only special, select individuals who have this kind of sway with God. And if you are in Christ you are one of those special, select, spiritual VIPs who has that kind of influence with God in your prayers.
Do you realize the gravity of what John is saying here? What he is saying is, “When you see a brother fall into sin – you can pull a Moses.” If some brother provokes God’s anger, you can pull a Samuel on their behalf.” There are people out there about whom God is saying, “I will forgive you only if ______ prays for you” (fill in your name). 
Does that mean God listens to every Christian the same? I do not think so. The principle throughout Scripture – Old Testament and New, is that the more righteous a person is the more God listens to his or her prayers.

1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

That is why husbands are to make sure they are living with their wives in an understanding way – so that nothing will hinder their prayers. When you sin against your wife by not being gentle or understanding, that sin makes your prayers less effective. And so the more righteous the person is, the more effective their prayers. That is why James 5 tells us to go to the elders of the church for prayer when we really need help – because the prayers of a righteous man are powerful and effective. See also Ps.66:18, Pr.28:9, 1 Jn.3:22,23.
But even though some Christians are more righteous than others, all Christians are righteous. We are righteous positionally because we are in Christ. And we are righteous in practice because God is sanctifying us. And so God desires to show His favor of us by listening to our prayers – especially our intercessory prayers.
What does this have to do with eternal life?
And it is important for us to see the connection this has with eternal life. John has been speaking about eternal life throughout most of this chapter. Starting back in v.6 John started giving us God’s testimony about His Son, and the testimony was eternal life is in His Son. 

12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

So this section is all about eternal life.  And now all of the sudden he’s talking about prayer.

Life is personal interaction with God
I do not think the discussion on prayer is a change of subject – we are still on the topic of eternal life. John’s theme throughout the book has been about personal relationship with God – knowing God, remaining in God, loving God, trusting in God, fellowship with God, having God, being in God, etc. That is what eternal life is – those kinds of relational interactions with God. That is eternal life – the life that belongs to the age to come – heavenly life. And when you understand that, the question of what prayer has to do with it is obvious. If eternal life is all about personal interaction with God, then what could be more central to the issue of eternal life than prayer?
And what has John’s purpose been? To give us testimony to prove the gospel so that we would be absolutely sure we have eternal life. And now that we are sure – now that we have all this confidence – what do we do with it?

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

We put our confidence to work in prayer. God says, “OK, I have given you favor with Me, now put it to work on behalf of one another.”



Benediction: Ephesians 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
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Devotionals
Day 1
This entire section – from v.13 all the way to the end of the book, is all about things we know for sure.
If you just underline the word “know” in those verses you’ll see what I mean.

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.
15  And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him.
18  We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin
19  We know that we are children of God
20  We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding

John closes out his book by reminding us of the things that we know for sure. And one of them is that God listens to our prayers.
And when the Bible says that God listens – that does not just mean He hears the sounds you are making. It means He gives them a favorable hearing. When you talk to someone and that person does not receive what you said, and then when someone else asks you about the conversation you say, “Aw – I tried to tell him, but he wouldn’t listen to me.” When we say that we do not mean the guy stuck his fingers in his hears so he could not hear the sounds that were coming out of your mouth. What we mean is he did not give you a favorable hearing. He did not allow his heart to be swayed or influenced by what you said. When God says He will listen to one person and not listen to another person, that is the kind of listening it is talking about. He will listen with interest and with willingness and eagerness to respond favorably. Not much is certain in this life, but one thing you can know for sure if you are a child of God is that He listens that way when you pray.
That is the point of this passage, and that is the point of this sermon. It is not a big deal to me whether you agree or disagree with my take on the sin ending in death. What is a big deal is that you realize joy over the fact that you know that God listens to your prayers. And if that does not bring you any special joy it may be that you fail to realize what an amazing thing it is for God to listen to a human being. There are a lot of folks who assume God listens to everyone’s prayers. And if that is true then it is really no big deal that He listens to yours. But God does not listen to everyone’s prayers. In fact He does not listen to the vast majority of people’s prayers. Most people’s prayers do not receive a favorable hearing in heaven.

Proverbs 28:9 If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable.

When a person is in a place in his life where he is not really listening to God’s Word – God not only turns a deaf ear to his prayers – He detests that person’s prayers.

Proverbs 15:8 The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is His delight.
Proverbs 15:29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
Psalm 34:15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry; 16 the face of the LORD is against those who do evil
Psalm 66:18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened

If we arrogantly think that God has some sort of duty to listen to any and every prayer that is offered, then it will not be any big deal to us to learn that He listens to our prayers. But when you understand that the Lord only listens to a tiny percentage of the people’s prayers - only a tiny fraction of the human beings on this planet can have their prayers heard in heaven, that should cause great joy in the hearts of that tiny fraction.

What an amazing thing, dear Lord, that You have chosen me to be one of the relatively few to whom You will listen! Forgive Your servant for despising that grand privilege by being so reluctant to pray. What kind of fool has special access to the favorable ear of Almighty God and chooses worthless activities over prayer? Oh Lord, bring me to my senses! May I walk through the day today in a way that reflects my privileged status. Teach me to love talking to You and to love being listened to by You.











Day 2
I do not think the discussion on prayer is a change of subject. John is still on the topic of eternal life. John’s theme throughout the book has been about personal relationship with God – knowing God, remaining in God, loving God, trusting in God, fellowship with God, having God, being in God, etc. That is what eternal life is – those kinds of relational interactions with God. That is eternal life – the life that belongs to the age to come – heavenly life. And when you understand that, the question of what prayer has to do with it is obvious. If eternal life is all about personal interaction with God, then what could be more central to the issue of eternal life than prayer?
And what has John’s purpose been? To give us testimony to prove the gospel so that we would be absolutely sure we have eternal life. And now that we are sure – now that we have all this confidence – what do we do with it?

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

We put our confidence to work in prayer.
When you write about prayer there are a whole lot of different angles you can take. For example, you could focus on how to pray, or what to pray for, or why pray, or the role of faith in prayer, or how to get prayers answered, or the will of God in prayer, etc. But for John, the main significance of prayer that he focuses on in this book is the privileged relationship with God that prayer is based on. What is most amazing about prayer is the fact that it shows us to be highly favored in God’s sight. Just the fact that you can come to God in prayer and have Him listen shows you to be one of His rare, favored inner circle.
That is the way it was in the Gospel of John too. The main significance of prayer is the fact that it shows special, unique access to God. In John 11:42 Jesus pointed to the fact that the Father always heard His prayers as evidence of Jesus’ special, favored status before God the Father as His Son. The uniqueness of the way the Father listened to Jesus’ prayers demonstrated the uniqueness of their relationship.
And the same is true for us. So for John, whatever God gives you in answer to your prayers is really secondary. What is primary is the fact that God listened to you. If your friend came to you and said, “Guess what – I called George W Bush and asked him if it would be OK if I stayed the weekend at his ranch, and he said, ‘sure – you bet,” you probably wouldn’t respond by saying, “Wow – you’re staying at a ranch?” More likely your response wouldn’t have anything to do with the ranch. You would say, “You have the sort of relationship with the former President of the United States that he can ask for favors like that?” Getting to stay at a nice ranch is secondary. You know those MasterCard “priceless” commercials? They go through the cost of various things, and then finally get to the most important thing and instead of giving a price they say, “priceless.” If John made one of those commercials about prayer he would list a bunch of things and then at the end say, “Being listened to favorably by God – priceless.”   
If your friend dialed his phone and called George Bush or Barak Obama or some huge celebrity, you would be amazed if the person even took his call. But God not only takes our call and gives us a favorable hearing, but He gives us what we ask for.

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked from him.

When you see conditions in Scripture for answered prayer, do not look at those as escape clauses to let God off the hook, as if He were looking for excuses to say no. It is just the opposite. He is looking for excuses to say yes. Scripture paints a picture in which God is eager to answer our prayers. He loves doing it. You have certain activities that you especially enjoy – God especially enjoys answering your prayers. He delights in it because it brings Him glory.

Isaiah 30:18 The LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. 

He is like a parent who went out and bought His child some really expensive gift that he knows his kid will absolutely love. And so he rushes right home to give it to him right away, but as soon as he gets home his child does something that requires some severe discipline. And so the parent is all disappointed because he was so eager to give that gift, but now he can’t because he doesn’t want to reinforce that bad behavior. So he’s all excited to give it the next day, but that day the kid runs away from home and is gone for several days. So that parent has to wait a little longer. Finally he spots a moment when the child isn’t doing anything that makes it a bad idea to give him the gift, and so he quickly seizes the opportunity and gives it to him.
God is like that with our prayers. He is eager to answer, and unless we are doing something that would make it a bad thing for Him to answer, He cannot wait to give us what we are asking for. God is like a sprinter in the starting blocks, and our prayers cause Him to explode into action on our behalf. He loves to do that because the finish line of His sprint is His own glory.

Thank you, dear Father, for attaching Your kindness to me to Your zeal for Your own glory! As long as that connection exists, favor from You is the certainty of all certainties – nothing is more sure than Your exaltation of Your own glory. Thank You for being so eager to hear my prayers and to respond. Father, train my eyes to see every gift from You as a gift from You. Forgive me for attributing Your grace primarily to secondary causes. Oh, how my heart would love You if I were just awake to see the avalanche of Your love every day. Open my eyes to see Your grace in every soft pillow, every tasty dessert, every breath of air and, especially, every answered prayer.
 

Day 3
So God is eager to answer our prayers, and especially the kind of prayers John is speaking of here – prayers of intercession. Intercession is when you pray for someone else. Intercession is what happens when you combine prayer with love. If you talk to God about what is on your heart, and your heart is full of love for your brother, then you will talk to God about your brother.
And that is especially true when there are life and death issues at stake. That is the case John is talking about in v.16.

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life.

Now the big discussion about that verse is always, “What is the sin that ends in death?” But besides that there is another big question this verse brings up, namely, “Why is it necessary to ask God to give life to a brother?” So why would we pray for God to grant life to a brother who already had it? If he has eternal life, and he has not committed the sin unto death, isn’t it redundant to ask God to give him life?
Evidently, committing sin does something that disrupts spiritual life. The implication of what John is saying is this: it possible to have heavenly life – life from God – life that belongs to the age to come – true knowledge of God; is it possible to have that and then for it to be disrupted by sin. All sin interrupts our experience of spiritual life – the life of heaven. Remember – the word translated “eternal” does not primarily mean “unending.” What it means is “characteristic of the age to come.” So eternal life refers to the kind of life we will enjoy in the age to come – heavenly life. And Jesus said in Jn.17:3 that heavenly life is all about knowing God. And that knowledge of God is disrupted in this life when we fall into sin. Sin interrupts our fellowship with God; spoils our intimacy with Him, puts distance between us and God, causes God to turn His face away, diminishes His willingness to hear our prayers, dampens our delight in Him, clouds our ability to see His glory, darkens our understanding of His Word, and grieves the Holy Spirit.
And not only that, but sin also places us on the path that heads toward death. The closest parallel that I know of in the Bible to this passage is at the end of the book of James.

James 5:19 My brothers…
Who would you say James is talking to here? I would say – brothers – the same group John speaks of in 1 Jn.5:16. In both cases we are dealing with brothers in the faith.

19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 
When a Christian falls into sin it puts him on a road that is headed toward death. But what sort of death? Physical death? Is the point of all this intercession to prevent brothers from dying physically? Let’s go back to 1 John and let John answer that question for us. What kind of life is John talking about in the context? John has mentioned life 12 other times in 1 John (besides 5:16), and every one of them is clearly a reference to spiritual life. John has mentioned death two other times in the book, and both of those are clearly a reference to spiritual death.

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.

So the context calls for us to take this as spiritual life and death not physical life and death. When you see a brother in Christ commits a sin, you should pray for him and beseech God to have mercy on him and spare his spiritual life. And if you do that God will hear your prayer (because you are highly favored by God and therefore have great influence with Him), and the brother will repent and get off the track that leads toward spiritual death. And when that happens, according to James 5, you have saved him from death.
Wherever you stand on the whole debate over eternal security and apostasy, you need to make sure your view on that does not cause you to ignore the many warnings in Scripture. Without question God has filled the New Testament with wonderful and delightful promises that He will preserve our faith and hold on to us. But the fact that He also warns us against falling means that the promises of preservation are not absolute in this life. And so however you sort out the tensions in your own mind one thing that is very important is that you make sure you take the warning passages seriously. There are many, many warnings – very serious, very stern warnings directed to brothers and sisters in Christ in the New Testament. And God did not give us those so that we could come up with some interpretive trick to sweep them all under the rug of some theological system and not concern ourselves with them. When someone who deeply loves you gives you a stern warning you need to heed that warning. And so when God gives us passages like 1 John 5 and James 5 that speak of the possibility of brothers in Christ getting on the path toward spiritual death, that should get our attention. Sin puts us on the road to death.

Romans 8:13 for if you live according to the flesh, you are about to die. But if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

Jesus told a parable about the various reactions people have to the gospel (the Parable of the Soils). And in that parable Jesus said there are some who reject the gospel right from the start and never have any spiritual life. But there are others who hear it and receive it and the seed actually produces life for a time. But then either persecution or trouble or the worries of this life or the love of money come in and choke out the gospel and the plant dies.
Sin puts us on the highway to death, and we need one another to help us get off that highway.

Hebrews 3:12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

This is another huge reason why you should be in a small group, by the way. If you pray for your brother who is struggling with sin, and if you encourage him on a regular basis from Scripture, that will prevent him from developing a sinful, unbelieving heart that becomes hardened by sin’s deceitfulness and turns away from the living God, and it will cover over a multitude of sins and ultimately save him from spiritual death. 
If we are not praying like people’s lives depend on it, we do not understand prayer. We need to be praying hard for each other. There is a lot at stake in this war. Things can go really, really bad, and so our prayers for one another should be earnest and intense and fervent - especially when it does not look like the person is repentant. Pray the way you pray when your little toddler drinks some poison and they tell you on 911 that if you make it to the hospital fast enough she might have a 10% chance of surviving. That kind of life or death praying.

1 Timothy 4:16 Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.

Timothy was saved already, and yet in order for him to ultimately be saved he had to watch over his life and doctrine closely.  And so did Paul.

1 Corinthians 9:27 I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be rejected.

We are in a war against an enemy that is using live ammo. And so when our great Commander in this war tells us to take cover that is not the time to twist His words to apply to someone else so that we can set our minds at ease that there is no real danger. When He says take cover, take cover. And when He says to cover your brother’s back, cover his back because if you do not, he could very well become a casualty.
So when you see a brother sin how should you pray? Pray for life – all of the components of life from God that we have talked about. Enlightenment – so they can see the evil of what they are doing and the goodness of God’s way; Inclination of their hearts toward righteousness and away from evil; Strength to fight against the enemy; Motivation to seek hard after God; Personal interaction with God so the can receive grace from being in His presence, and that grace will enable them to overcome the sin; Faith – the ability to believe the Word of God and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. All of those things are what will bring true repentance. And if he does not repent, he will continue on the road toward death.

Dear Father I have been so sluggish in praying for sinning brothers. In my selfishness I pray for You to change them when they do things that hurt me. But when I see a brother or sister sin in a way that does not seem to hurt me how often I just ignore it, or use it as an occasion to look down on them or even gossip about them – all the while oblivious to my duty to be the one to rescue them from death through intercession. Teach me to take the disaster of sin more seriously, dear Lord. And teach me to realize the awesome power that is mine in the privileged access I have to You.
 






Day 4
Why has God set up a system of intercession? If He wants to bless us why not just bless us directly? Why sit around and wait until someone prays for us? The answer to that question emerges when you study the history of intercession in the Old Testament. 
The first instance of intercession I know of is in Gn.20. Abimelech inadvertently broke one of God’s commands. God told him he was a dead man if he didn’t return Sarah to Abraham and have Abraham pray for him. But he did return her, and Abraham did pray for him, and God did spare him. And the reason God listened to Abraham’s prayer was because Abraham was a prophet (v.7). That is how intercessory prayer is introduced to us in the Bible. A man was going to die because he was in violation of one of God’s laws, a prophet prayed for him, God listened to the prophet and spared his life. The man hadn’t intentionally done anything wrong. So you might think that all God would require would be that he return Sarah to Abraham. But that was not enough. For him to keep his life Abraham would have to pray for him.
The next great intercessor in Scripture is Moses. Each time God ends one of the plagues he does it through Moses’ praying. More than once Moses has to pray for the nation of Israel to save them from being destroyed by God. 
The third great intercessor we see in Scripture is Samuel. Near the beginning of the book Eli was rebuking his wicked sons he asked a very important question: 

1 Samuel 2:25 If a man sins against another man, God may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who will intercede for him?"

Eli’s point was that no one can do that.  And for the most part he was right – until Samuel came along. In the time of Samuel, God did an amazing thing. He selected Samuel to be a person that He would always listen to and respond to in a special way. Samuel had influence with God that was almost unique in human history. God had not listened to a man like that since the days of Moses.
In ch.7 the people finally repent of their sins and turn back to the Lord, but even then they still need to have Samuel intercede for them in order to be rescued from the Philistines. (1 Sam.7:8)  And Samuel was willing, because he knew it would be sin for him not to pray for them.

1Samuel 12:23 As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. 

Why would it be such a sin for him to fail to pray for them? Lack of love?  Surely that’s part of it, but there is a bigger reason than that.

1 Samuel 12:22 For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.

You see, the reason God restores sinners is for the sake of His great name. If Samuel fails to intercede that will mean the death of all those people, and that would be a bad thing, but far worse than that is the fact that God’s name would be dishonored.
That was Moses’ motivation too. When God was going to destroy Israel Moses did not say, “God, do not do that. Think of how many people will suffer and die and how horrible that will be for them.” When Moses interceded for Israel he said,

Exodus 32:10-12 Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." 11 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. "O LORD," he said, "…12 Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people.

The reason it would be such a horrendous evil for Samuel not to pray for those people was because God’s mercy and kindness to those people was for the sake of His great name. So however much Samuel cares about God’s great name, that is how earnestly he should pray for mercy for them. And however zealous God is for His own great name, that is how sure it is that He will hear those prayers.
One more key intercessor in the OT is Job.

Job 1:5 When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have [his children] purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom.

Job had a regular practice of interceding for his kids even when he did not know of any specific sin they had committed. And then at the end of the book Job intercedes for his friends.

Job 42:8 So now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and sacrifice a burnt offering for yourselves. My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. You have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.

As you move through the rest of the OT you find more examples of various prophets God using prayer to step in between some sinner and death or judgment. So why is there such a thing as intercession? It is God’s way of identifying His favored servants. Consider the implications of the fact that all believers are called to intercede! 

What an amazing thought, dear Lord, that You have placed me in the position of Moses and Samuel and Job and the prophets! You pay special attention to my prayers for the brothers! Oh Lord, let the knowledge of that penetrate my heart until I really believe it – and act accordingly. Teach me to use this high and holy privilege liberally, as Your love would dictate.













Day 5
Why is there such a thing as intercession? We asked that same question about Christ’s intercession back in ch.2 of 1 John. Why does Jesus need to intercede for us?  Is God the Father more angry than God the Son? Are the first two members of the Trinity different - moving in different directions – the Father toward wrath and the Son resisting that and pushing back toward mercy? No. They are exactly the same in their nature and in their affections and their attitude toward us. The reason God forgives us and blesses us only through the intercession of Jesus is because He wants all of His blessing of us to be a favor to His Son. God the Father is extremely eager to bless us. But He is even more eager to honor His Son, so in order to honor His Son, and in order to show us how certain our being blessed is going to be, He tied our blessings to His favor for His Son.
And understanding that helps us understand why He blesses in response to intercession by certain especially favored people. One thing you will notice when you study intercession in the OT is that it is never just some average person who intercedes. It is always some big-shot spiritual VIP. Abraham, Moses, Samuel, the Prophets – only people with special access to God. You never just see average Joe’s interceding. 

Jeremiah 15:1 Then the LORD said to me: "Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this people. Send them away from my presence! Let them go! 

Why is it that only the big shots can intercede? It is because one of the purposes of intercession is for God to show how much He favors the one interceding. It is God’s way of saying, “This is my special man.” When God would only stop the plagues when Moses prayed for them to stop, He was showing that Moses was His chosen servant. It was the way the God showed how much He favored Moses.
That is why in the OT you only see intercession being offered by prophets. The only exception to that is Job. But even in Job’s case – even thought he was not a prophet, he was a man for whom God wanted to demonstrate His special favor. At the end of the book God wanted to make it clear that He approved of Job and not the friends. They were saying throughout the book that God was displeased with Job. And so God showed them they were wrong about that by making it so the friends could only be forgiven if Job prayed for them.
Intercession can only be done by spiritual VIPs because the main purpose of it is to show how much God favors the one offering the intercession. Now, what does that tell you about the situation we have now in the Church? Listen again to what John says:

If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not end in death, he should pray and God will give him life. 

It is not just for prophets or patriarchs or kings. This privilege is given to any and every Christian. The OT teaches us that God only listens to spiritual VIPs when it comes to intercession. There are only special, select individuals who have this kind of sway with God. And if you are in Christ you are one of those special, select, spiritual VIPs who has that kind of influence with God in your prayers.
Do you realize the gravity of what John is saying here? What he is saying is, “When you see a brother fall into sin – you can pull a Moses.” If some brother provokes God’s anger, you can pull a Samuel on their behalf.” There are people out there about whom God is saying, “I will forgive you only if ______ prays for you” (fill in your name).
Does that mean God listens to every Christian the same? I do not think so. The principle throughout Scripture – Old Testament and New, is that the more righteous a person is the more God listens to his or her prayers.

1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.

That is why husbands are to make sure they are living with their wives in an understanding way – so that nothing will hinder their prayers. When you sin against your wife by not being gentle or understanding, that sin makes your prayers less effective. So the more righteous the person is, the more effective their prayers. That is why James 5 tells us to go to the elders of the church for prayer when we really need help – because the prayers of a righteous man are powerful and effective. See also Ps.66:18, Pr.28:9, 1 Jn.3:22,23.
But even though some Christians are more righteous than others, all Christians are righteous. We are righteous positionally because we are in Christ. And we are righteous in practice because God is sanctifying us. And so God desires to show His favor of us by listening to our prayers – especially our intercessory prayers.
Take some time to intercede for someone you know who needs it.



