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God’s Verdict on Your Verdict on God
Victory by Faith: Part 4
1 John 5:10-13      1-25-2009

Summary: In the small courtroom you have been listening as a judge to the testimony of God about the gospel. But the moment you render your verdict the scene widens and you see the bigger courtroom and realize you are the one on trial. Based on your verdict of the testimony you are judged by God to either have or not have eternal life. Failure to believe is idolatry, rebellion, and blasphemy. But if you do believe you have eternal life (heavenly life characterized by knowing God, not having His wrath on you, walking in the light, being satisfied, and living forever. This comes only through being connected to Jesus Christ by faith, which is believing so thoroughly that the gospel becomes a part of you, and you give yourself totally to Him.

HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497300" Introduction: You are the one on trial	2
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497301" The Wrong Verdict	2
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497302" Idolatry: A higher standard than God	3
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497303" Rebellion: unwillingness to believe	4
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497304" Blasphemy: Despising the testimony of the Holy Spirit	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497305" The Right Verdict	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497306" The Assurance of Eternal Life	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497307" Life in the Son = the core of the gospel	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497308" The meaning of eternal life	6
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497309" Heavenly Life (Belonging to the age to come)	6
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497310" 1) Knowing God and His Son (Jn.17:3)	6
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497311" 2) Not or having God’s wrath remain on you (Jn.3:36)	7
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497312" 3) Having light & not walking in darkness (Jn.8:12)	7
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497313" 4) Having the hunger and thirst of your soul perpetually satisfied (Jn.4:14, 6:27)	8
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497314" 5) Living forever (Jn.3:16, 10:28, 5:24, 6:40,54)	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497315" The Agent of Eternal Life	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497316" Life in the Son alone	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497317" Having the Son	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497318" The Access to Eternal Life	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497319" “In himself” – the testimony becomes part of you	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497320" “Believe in” – Total commitment	11
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497321" Conclusion	11
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497322" Devotionals	13
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497323" Day 1	13
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497324" Day 2: The Meaning of Eternal Life	15
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497325" Day 3:	16
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497326" Day 4: The Agent of Eternal Life	19
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc220497327" Day 5:The Access to Eternal Life	20


1 John 5:5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 6 This is the one who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son. 

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 
11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 
Introduction: You are the one on trial
John has had us in a courtroom. On trial is the gospel – Is it true or not? You are sitting there as the judge on the bench listening to all the testimony and John has been calling witnesses offering compelling testimony to persuade you so that your faith can be built up and strengthened. And that is important because it is only through faith that you can have victory over the world. But now, starting in verse 10, John is going to show us something totally different. He is going to pan back with the camera and show us a wider angle on this courtroom, and we are going to find out that the courtroom is completely different from what we thought it was. In this passage he shifts the paradigm so completely that we find that what is happening in this courtroom is much different than what it seemed to be.
This whole time we have been listening to the testimony of God about His Son. We heard the testimony of the water (Jesus’ baptism), the testimony of the blood (Jesus’ death & resurrection) and the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who turns on the lights in our hearts so we can see, understand, appreciate, love, believe, and embrace God’s testimony about His Son.

The Wrong Verdict
But what if you are not convinced by the testimony? What if you hear all the evidence that is being presented, and it just simply is not enough to persuade your heart to believe? We all have different standards for what evidence we find persuasive, right? For some people all it takes to convince them that something is true is for them to get it in a forwarded email, and they accept every word. For others they have to see confirmation from 10 different peer-reviewed scholarly journals. So what if you are sitting there in the courtroom with the gavel in your hand, hearing all the evidence, and when it is all said and done – you are still not convinced?
That is exactly what happens in verse 10.

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe…

OK – there it is. John is going to tell us what to make of it when someone hears the testimony and does not believe.

10 Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

The trial is over. And you pound your gavel and say, “OK, I have rendered my verdict on the gospel.” And the same split-second that you do that, you just about jump out of your skin from the deafening crash that happens right behind you. Immediately after your little gavel bumps down on the desk and you announce your verdict, you hear the sound of a huge, massive gavel slam down right behind you and you hear the voice of God saying, “Now I have rendered My verdict.” And you look around and immediately realize that you are not the judge in this courtroom after all. You thought you were sitting behind the bench as the judge, but now you can see that you are the one on trial, and God is sitting at the bench.
All of the sudden your perspective widens, and you can see the entire courtroom. And you realize there are two courtrooms – a smaller one inside a bigger one. In the small courtroom you are the judge, and the testimony is being offered to build your faith. But in the big courtroom you look around and realize that your verdict on God’s testimony is the evidence on which God renders His verdict on you!
So you stand up from what you thought was the judge’s bench, and you notice there are two doors adjacent to the courtroom. And one by one all of humanity comes and sits in that same chair you were sitting in, and renders a verdict on the testimony of God. Each one who is persuaded by the testimony is escorted into the room on the right, and the ones who are not persuaded are taken into the room on the left. The door on the right is marked, “Eternal life.” And the one on the left is the one for people who call God a liar.
You see, Jesus is who He claimed to be. That is not up for debate. The purpose of the trial is not to establish that – the purpose of the trial is to establish whether you are sighted or blind. It is to establish whether you are a Christian or an antichrist. It is to determine whether you are alive or dead.
The testimony of God is the standard of truth, and your assessment of it says nothing about whether the gospel is true, but everything about your heart. If I look at a yardstick and say, “It’s too long” or “It’s too short” – that does not say anything about the yardstick. It just tells you that I am not a good judge of how long a yard is.
The goodness of a soul is measured by how that soul responds to ultimate goodness. Suppose an elderly widow is attacked and brutally beaten to death. If you see that and say, “That was wonderful. I liked that, and I think that sort of thing should happen more often.” If you respond that way to evil it shows that you are evil, right? And if you see someone who is good, and you are delighted by what you see, that shows some goodness in your heart. So when you judge a horrible crime to be good or bad, or you judge virtues like love or wisdom or humility to be good or bad, when you make those judgments it is you who is on trial. Your verdict says nothing about whether those things are good or bad. It is already established what they are. Your verdict serves only to put on display the condition of your heart.
So when God offers testimony about His Son you are simultaneously the judge and the defendant. And as the defendant, the only evidence that is admissible in your trial is your verdict about the testimony of God. If you try to offer other evidence it will not be allowed. If you say, “But I’m a really good person” – even if that were true it would not be admissible. Your eternal destiny is determined only by one thing – what is your verdict on the testimony of God about His Son. I have titled this sermon, “God’s Verdict on Your Verdict on God.” Every one of us must judge God and His Word and render a verdict. And the verdict you render exposes the truth about your heart. And God then looks at your verdict on Him and based on that alone pronounces His verdict on you.
This is the same dual role that God’s testimony plays in the Gospel of John. John uses the word testimony quite often, and most of the references to testimony in the Gospel of John come in contexts in which there is a conflict between Jesus and the world. In each case the testimony serves a dual purpose. The immediate purpose is to provide a foundation for believing – to give adequate evidence for those who are willing to believe. But it also serves the wider purpose of exposing who has eternal life and who is lost.
And someone might say, “Why? Why am I condemned to eternal hell just because I wasn’t persuaded by the evidence?” There are three reasons.
Idolatry: A higher standard than God
First, if you are not persuaded by the testimony of God that means you have some other standard by which you judged that testimony. If I tell you that a yardstick is longer or shorter than an actual yard, that means I must have some standard of a yard that I regard as more authoritative than the yardstick. If God is God then He is the highest authority on truth. So if you judge Him to be wrong about something you are saying He is not really even God. Whatever your other standard is that you are using to measure God – that is the thing you believe to be the real God. And so you are guilty of idolatry.
Suppose God takes some precious thing or person away from you and you get angry at God. Your anger says that God was wrong to take that person or thing away. And if God was wrong, you must have some higher authority than God on what makes something right or wrong. Usually that higher authority is yourself. It seems wrong to you, therefore it is wrong. And if God goes ahead and does it, He is wrong. Now you have made yourself the ultimate standard by which God’s actions are to be measured.
The same is true for those times when something seems right to you even though God says it is wrong. If you decide it is right because it seems right to you, you have made yourself God, and the highest authority on right and wrong. 
It is a very serious thing to call God a liar, or to set yourself or anyone else up as a higher authority on what is true or not true.

Romans 3:4 Let God be true, and every man a liar. 

Have you ever had someone tell you something and realized, “Wow – if I believe what this person is telling me, that means I would have to conclude that this other person is lying”? This verse is saying that if it came down to the point where in order to believe God you would have to call every human being on the planet a liar, you should do exactly that. If you come across something in the Bible and you think, “Wow – if I accept that as true that means I would be calling every scientist in the world a liar” – not even that should stop you from believing it. If you see something in Scripture and realize, “If that is true, every textbook I have ever read is wrong” – that should not stop you from believing it. God’s testimony about what is true is more reliable than all other evidence combined.
So when a person decides his own ideas are a higher standard than God’s Word, that person has made himself God and called God a liar. And all unbelief does that. Any failure at all to believe something God has said is calling God a liar, and it is idolatry. And we are all guilty of that every day, right? When God says there is a 100% chance that sin will not be worth it, and I decide to go ahead and sin, I have called God a liar. When God promises to take care of me and always do what is best, and I worry, I am calling Him a liar. If He claims all His ways are perfect, and I get angry at Him for something, I am calling Him a liar.
So we are all guilty of doing that all the time. However for the believer, when we lapse into calling God a liar, that is not our final verdict. We fail to believe Him on some point and then we come to our senses and repent.  When we do that, God forgives us. But for the person who does not repent of his unbelief – that person is lost.
Rebellion: unwillingness to believe
God has provided adequate proof of the gospel. He has given us evidence upon evidence upon evidence. There are some matters we just simply do not have adequate evidence to render a final judgment. But the gospel is not one of them. God has made it crystal clear that it is true.
And that means when anyone is unconvinced by the evidence the only explanation is a hard heart that is unwilling to believe. You can see that in verse 10. In fact, according to New Testament scholar Raymond Brown, that is exactly the force of John’s repetitive use of the word “believe” in verse 10. When he says…

Anyone who does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed…;

the force of that repetition is to show that there is an obstinate refusal to believe.
Spiritual blindness is always a moral problem - always. When I was a kid and my parents showed me green things and I thought they were brown, and I called brown things green, they did not question whether there was something wrong with those colors. They knew immediately there was something wrong with me, and they took me to the doctor and I was diagnosed with color blindness. The reason I cannot see green and red right is because something is messed up in my eyes. And the reason people cannot see the truth and beauty of God’s Word right is because something is messed up in their hearts. And that something is called rebellion. Color blindness is no big deal – you can live with it. But truth-blindness is a fatal illness, because it is caused by rebellion against God. Something inside the truth-blind person refuses to believe, and so no amount of proof is enough to persuade him.
He realizes that if he acknowledges the gospel as true it will mean giving up something he really does not want to give up. It will make demands on his life that he does not want to deal with so his heart says, “No, I’m not willing to believe that.” And over time that unwillingness turns into inability. It darkens the heart so he cannot see the truth.
Blasphemy: Despising the testimony of the Holy Spirit 
The only unforgivable sin is blasphemy of the Holy Spirit. And I am convinced blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is when you reject the truth after the Holy Spirit has turned on the lights. If you reject the truth before the Spirit has turned on the lights, that is bad. But if you reject the truth after the Spirit as turned on the lights, that blasphemes Him.

Hebrews 6:4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened … who have shared in the Holy Spirit, … 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance…

Once the Holy Spirit gives His testimony, and opens your eyes and enlightens your heart so that you can see the truth and beauty of the gospel, if you reject that truth even then, you cannot be forgiven.
That is not to say every lapse of faith is the unforgivable sin. However – every lapse in faith is similar in kind, if not in degree, to the unforgivable sin.
And if God presents you with the evidence of the truth of the Gospel, and the Holy Spirit enlightens your heart to see the truth and goodness of that evidence, and you do not allow yourself to be persuaded because of some sin you want to hang on to, if you persist long enough in that condition the time will come when the Holy Spirit will withdraw and you will no longer be able to repent and receive the truth. He will turn off the lights for good, and then there will be no hope at all.
So any time there is any hint of unbelief in our hearts it should set off massive alarm bells and cause us to take whatever drastic action is necessary to be cured of our truth-blindness before it becomes fatal. 

The Right Verdict
The Assurance of Eternal Life
Those are the implications for those who render the wrong verdict, but that is not really John’s main concern in this text. His main concern is to talk about those who make the right verdict. If that is you, then this book is for you.

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

If you do not believe, go back to the Gospel of John. That book was written in order to generate faith in your heart.

John 20:30-31 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

But the book of 1 John was written for those of us who do believe for the purpose of making us certain about the fact that we have eternal life in Christ. 

Life in the Son = the core of the gospel
That is as good a summary of the gospel that there is.

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

When you dig down to the bottom of the New Testament to see the foundation, when you penetrate all the way to the inner core of the Gospel and you boil it down to its most essential message – that is it: The gift of eternal life through faith in the Son of God. That is the beginning point and ending point of the Gospel. And it is the beginning and ending of the book of 1 John.

1 John 1:1 …this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

That is how the book starts, and here is how it ends:

1 John 5:20 … we are … in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.

So John says, “If you want to know the bottom line on our message – that is it. It is all about the gift of eternal life through faith in the Son of God.” That is why he wrote the Gospel of John and that is why he wrote the epistle of 1 John, so it is no surprise that John would devote a section here in chapter 5 to the subject of eternal life in the Son.

The meaning of eternal life
So let’s take a moment to remind ourselves what eternal life is.
Heavenly Life (Belonging to the age to come)
We can start by defining the word “eternal.” When you see that word in the Bible don’t just think “never-ending” or “everlasting.” The word means more than that. The Greek word is aionios. That comes from the root word aion, which means “age.” (We get our word eon from it.) So aionios literally means “belonging to/characteristic of the age” (referring to the age to come).
Eternal life is life that belongs to the age to come. Eternal life is the kind of life that we will experience in heaven after Christ returns and eliminates all evil and suffering and death, and sets all things right. So when you see the phrase “eternal life” in the Bible you could substitute the phrase “heavenly life.” When you become a Christian there are certain parts of the age to come that you get to experience even now, here in this present age. And the life of heaven is one of them.
So do not think of eternal life as merely existing forever. People in hell will exist forever. Every person ever born will exist forever. But there is more to life than existence. People in hell will be awake, aware, alert – they will have bodies, they will be able to think and speak and weep and scream, but they will not have life. They will not enjoy the kind of existence that God designed human beings to enjoy in heaven.
So what is the life of heaven? John does not define it here – probably because he already explained in detail what it is in his Gospel. So let’s just glance back to the Gospel of John and see if we can learn what John means by eternal life.
1) Knowing God and His Son (Jn.17:3) 
The most direct statement about the meaning of eternal life is in Jesus’ prayer in John 17.

John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

Having eternal life means knowing God (knowing in the biblical sense – deep, intimate, relational knowledge). Personal, relational interaction with a God who favors you – that is heavenly life. That is what makes heaven heaven. It is what makes it paradise. It is what makes heaven wonderful. You subtract that one thing from heaven and you have got hell. Knowing God and having favorable interaction with Him is the life of heaven, and that is something believers can enjoy in part even now. 
2) Not or having God’s wrath remain on you (Jn.3:36)
Unbelievers can’t.

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

When a person does not have faith in the Son of God he does not have eternal life. What he has instead is the wrath of God remaining on him. 
Unbelievers like to imagine that they are on good terms with God. When they need something they pray to Him as though they and God were on speaking terms. And they are very often oblivious to the fact that on the other end of the line is a God who is furiously angry with them, and who detests their prayers. And that wrath remains on them all the time. It is only eternal life that escapes that. The life of heaven is a life of knowing God – made possible by the removal of God’s wrath against you.
3) Having light & not walking in darkness (Jn.8:12) 

John 8:12 I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.

The life we have in Christ is a life of walking in light rather than in darkness. The Holy Spirit turns on the lights so true things seem true to you, and beautiful things are attractive to your soul. And it is clear to you that the wrong way is wrong, and the right way becomes both obvious and desirable. 
When you do not have life in Christ you can make guesses about what is true and guesses about which way is the best way for you to go in an important decision, but really you are just walking in the dark. Your guesses could be way off and there is no guarantee that the direction you take will be good. In fact, it is actually even worse than that. Not only could your guesses be wrong, but they will be wrong, because when the lights are off, the desires of your heart are messed up. And so you are guaranteed to choose the wrong way because you desire the wrong things.
Natural life and eternal life are not two parallel roads where the only difference is one comes to an end and the other keeps going forever. The path you take when you have eternal life goes in a totally different direction.
Natural life is headed toward death – it declines. 
Eternal life increases and moves toward more and more abundant life.
Natural life is a road that eventually dead ends – and drops off the edge of a cliff.
Eternal life is a road that moves you closer and closer to better and better destinations.
Every mile you travel on the road of eternal life is progress toward something good.
Every mile you travel on the road of natural life is just another mile closer to hell.
When you walk in the light, not only is your destination different, but the journey itself is different. Think of the last time you were in your car, on your way to go somewhere that you were really excited to get to. Now think of the last time you were in your car and you were hopelessly lost and going nowhere. The difference in the two was not just the destination – there is a difference in the quality of the trip. There is great joy in the certainty that you are moving toward wonderful things in life - no matter what it looks like out the window of your vehicle. When you have eternal life you have joy each morning when you wake up, because you know you are on a path that leads closer to the presence of God. You have joy when you are at work and when you get home and when you go to bed, because the lights are on and you can see that you are going the right way and moving closer and closer to tomorrow’s grace.

4) Having the hunger and thirst of your soul perpetually satisfied (Jn.4:14, 6:27)

John 4:14 whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

John 6:27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life

Eternal life means having the hunger and thirst of your soul perpetually satisfied. When you have the life from heaven there is never a moment when you cannot have satisfaction of the deepest longings of your soul. Even in the midst of the most painful suffering, a profound experience of the presence of God is enough to give you a joy that eclipses all your pain.
And that is another thing unbelievers do not have. When you look to something besides God for your joy, at any given time that thing may or may not be available. And even when it is available it may not satisfy your soul. The billionaire who gets bored with life, and gets on a jet and goes to Hawaii, might arrive there only to discover that he isn’t in the mood for Hawaii. He is not in the mood for anything. Sometimes his travel or recreation satisfies, but other times it doesn’t. And when it doesn’t, there is nothing he can do.
He finds deep down inside a craving to be loved. And sometimes his friends or wife fulfill that longing, but other times they do not. Sometimes eating at a great restaurant makes him happy – other times it does nothing for him. And when the pleasures of this world do not satisfy the hunger and thirst pangs in his soul, there is absolutely nothing that can be done about it.
But the man or woman who has 24/7 access to the Spring of living water – eternal life from the Son of God, that person can find joy and contentment and delight at any time and in any circumstance.
Eternal life is a life of eating and drinking spiritual food and drink. Jesus used the images of food and drink not just to illustrate satisfaction, but also sustenance. What food and drink does to your physical body God’s presence does to your spirit.
God gave us physical life as an illustration of spiritual life. So think of the components of physical life. When a person is dying physically, what is it that they are losing? They are losing health, strength, energy, perception, sensitivity, growth, liveliness – those are all components of life. The more of those you have the more alive you are but when you are in the process of losing them you are in the process of dying. And spiritual life is having those things in the spiritual realm.
In the sermon on 1 John 1:2 I talked at some length about what it means to have spiritual health and strength and energy and perception and liveliness, etc. For now I will just say that when you have all that, that is when life is as it should be. That is when you have fullness of joy, and hope. That is when you are able to accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God. And it is when virtue flows out of your life – especially love.

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 

When you are connected to the source of eternal life the result is love.
It is possible to have physical life and at the same time be dead spiritually. 1 Timothy 5:6 speaks of people being dead even while they live. To be dead physically means your body does not work. To be dead spiritually means your sprit does not work. You can show the glory of God to a spiritually dead person and he will just yawn. It means nothing to him. You can open the Bible and show the wisdom of God to an unbeliever and it will seem to him like foolishness. You can expose a non-Christian to the Spring of living water who satisfies the cravings of the soul of man, and he will have no attraction to Him and he will not drink a drop. You can show him the wonders of the Kingdom of God and he will be more impressed with a good ball game. You can introduce him to the Creator Himself, and he will have no interest. That is what it means to be dead spiritually.
But spiritual life is the opposite of all that. When you have eternal life you have the ability to
- appreciate the glory of God and 
- to love the wisdom of God in His Word and 
- to drink deeply and be satisfied by the Spring of living water and 
- to know and love the Lord your God.
5) Living forever (Jn.3:16, 10:28, 5:24, 6:40, 54)
And then, finally, those who have eternal life will enjoy all of these things – forever.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 10:28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish

You will never perish. You will not perish because you will not be condemned on Judgment Day.

John 5:24 I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 

Instead of perishing in hell you will be resurrected with the righteous.

John 6:40 everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.

Those who do not have eternal life will perish. They will live a pointless, worthless, meaningless life, then die, face condemnation on Judgment Day, and spend eternity in hell being punished for their sin. But if you have eternal life you bypass all of that. You live a meaningful life that is going somewhere, then on the last day you will rise from the dead, receive a glorified, immortal, glorious body, and enjoy all of the benefits of heavenly life, unhindered, with God forever. All of that is eternal life.
The Agent of Eternal Life
Life in the Son alone
And what determines whether you have eternal life or not? – your heart’s reaction to the testimony of God about His Son. You must have faith in the Son of God in order to have life because Jesus Christ is the only source of life. The assurance of eternal life comes only when you are connected to the Agent of eternal life. Just listen to how much John wants to emphasize that.

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

In the opening words of the book John called Him the Word of Life, and then here he repeats over and over – verse 11: life is in the Son, verse 12: he who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son does not have life, verse 13: you who believe in the Son of God have eternal life. We need to understand that Agent of eternal life is the Lord Jesus Christ.


Having the Son

12 He who has the Son has life

Think of what it means to have the Son – for Him to be yours. Do not think of life as being from Jesus. It is not from Him – it is in Him. It is not just a gift that He air mails from heaven. It is something that is characteristic of Him alone, so that if you are connected to Him you have it and if you are not connected to Him you do not have it – kind of like electricity coming from a battery. If you lose connection with the battery you have no electricity.
Eternal life is the very life of Christ and you experience it only through your connection to Him. If I walked up to my wife and said, “You know what Tracy – I really like the feeling I have when I’m around you, and I so enjoy your company and companionship, and I really treasure your love and affection toward me, and I can’t get enough of your smile and the sound of your laughter, it all just makes me feel so good… I’m leaving to go overseas, and I would like you to take all that and wrap it up and give it to me as a gift while I’m on my trip overseas.” She would say, “I can’t do that.” Those things are not gifts she can give me separate from giving me herself. The only way I can enjoy any of those things is by being with her and enjoying her.
And that is how eternal life is. It is part of the life of Christ, and the only way to experience it is by being joined to Him. So how is that done? What do you have to do to be joined with Him? To have assurance of eternal life you need to be connected to the Agent of eternal life. But what do you have to do to gain access to the Agent of eternal life? John tells us four times.
The Access to Eternal Life

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

Access to eternal life (or more properly – access to the Agent of eternal life), is by faith. You are joined to the Son of God and receive eternal life from that union when you believe.

“In himself” – the testimony becomes part of you 
And it is critical that we understand that there is a lot more to believing than just agreeing to the facts about Jesus. 

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself. 

Believing is what happens when the Holy Spirit turns on the lights, you see the truth and the beauty of what God has said about His Son in the gospel, and as a result it penetrates deep into your heart. The idea is the testimony goes inside and actually becomes a part of you – like food.
You cannot tell by looking, but 41 years ago I weighed less than 10 pounds. Now there is a whole lot more of Darrell Richard Ferguson in the world than there was then. Then there was less than 10 pounds, and now there is almost 180, and that entire 180 pounds is me – it is all me. Where did it all come from? Where did the extra 170 pounds come from? Well, a lot of it used to be Big Macs. A fair amount of it used to be caffeine-free Pepsi. And now it is heart tissue and lung tissue and brain matter and bone and skin. It used to be food – I ingested it, and it became part of me.
That is what God’s testimony does when you believe it. It enters inside you and becomes part of you. Except instead of it being transformed (like my body does with food), you become transformed to resemble it. It starts to make up who and what you are.
There are some things you claim to believe but they are not really a part of who you are. Unless someone reminds you of them at the point of your decision making, they don’t really figure in much to the way you think or feel or act or decide. But there are other beliefs you have that are so much a part of your heart and soul that they determine even involuntary responses. Most of your reactions to things are involuntary responses – you don’t give them any thought. Those kinds of automatic, knee-jerk responses are determined by what you really believe deep down inside.
If you turn around and notice you are one inch away from a 100 foot drop, you scramble to get away from that ledge, or to get into a position where you are not in danger of falling. You do that without even thinking, because deep down inside you is a belief in gravity, combined with a deep-seated belief in the frailty of your body, plus a rock-solid, unshakable confidence in the hardness of the ground below. You do not stand there and do a bunch of calculations multiplying out the acceleration of a freefall for 100 feet and the force of impact in comparison to the strength of your bones. No, you instantly scramble because your belief in gravity has penetrated so deep into your soul that it dictates even involuntary reactions.
You have some beliefs about your spouse and about certain other people that work the same way. There are things about that person that you are so sure of that they control even some of your involuntary reactions.
You can tell that you have received the testimony of God and of the Holy Spirit about Jesus Christ when the truth of the gospel penetrates to the very core of your soul so that more and more of your involuntary reactions to various things are driven by the truth of the gospel, so that your reactions to things – emotional responses, decisions, evaluations – are inexplicable apart from the gospel.

“Believe in” – Total commitment 
And again, faith is more than just being persuaded of facts. Being persuaded of the truth is half of it, but the other half is trusting in a Person. Notice that little word “in” in verses 10 and 13. We must believe in the Son of God. We know what it means to believe a person. A person tells you something, you accept it as true – you are believing that person. But what does it mean to believe in a person? That phrase comes from Genesis 15:6.

Abram believed in Yahweh, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Abram entrusted his life to the Lord and followed Him. Believing in Christ includes commitment of your life to Him. You can believe a set of facts about Christ in your mind, but you can only believe in Christ on your knees. It is impossible to believe in Christ while remaining in a rebellious posture. That is why it is such a serious error when people teach that repentance is not required for salvation. You are not saved by repentance, but where there is no repentance there is no faith, because true faith bows the knee before Christ, and takes your whole life and lays it on the altar before God.
Anyone who has never done that has never been saved. When people say, “Oh, I became a Christian when I was nine, but I didn’t give up my life to Him until age 26,” – the person who says that does not understand faith. What happened when they were nine may have been something that was very heartfelt and earnest, but if it did not involve a complete entrusting of their life to the Lord Jesus Christ then it was not salvation.

Conclusion
What is your verdict on the testimony of God about His Son? Do you believe? Is your heart so persuaded by the evidence that the truth of the gospel has become a part of your very soul, so that your reactions to the events of life are determined by your belief in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you entrusted your life into His hands as the supreme authority in your life, so that nothing in this whole world is more important to you than His will? If so, then you have cause to sing for joy, because God’s verdict on your verdict is that you have eternal life.

Devotionals
Day 1

10 Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

The trial is over and you pound your gavel and say, “OK, I have rendered my verdict on the gospel.” And the same split-second that you do that, you just about jump out of your skin from the deafening crash that happens right behind you. Immediately after your little gavel bumps down on the desk and you announce your verdict, you hear the sound of a huge, massive gavel slam down right behind you and you hear the voice of God saying, “Now I have rendered My verdict.” And you look around and immediately realize that you are not the judge in this courtroom after all. You thought you were sitting behind the bench as the judge, but now you can see that you are the one on trial, and God is sitting at the bench.
All of the sudden your perspective widens, and you can see the entire courtroom. And you realize there are two courtrooms – a smaller one inside a bigger one. In the small courtroom you are the judge, and the testimony is being offered to build your faith. But in the big courtroom you look around and realize that your verdict on God’s testimony is the evidence on which God renders His verdict on you!
Jesus is who He claimed to be. That is not up for debate. The purpose of the trial is not to establish that – the purpose of the trial is to establish whether you are sighted or blind. It is to establish whether you are a Christian or an antichrist. It is to determine whether you are alive or dead. Anyone who is not convinced by the evidence is lost. Why? - Three reasons.
	Idolatry

If you are not persuaded by the testimony of God that means you have some other standard by which you judged that testimony. If I tell you that a yardstick is longer or shorter than an actual yard, that means I must have some standard of a yard that I regard as more authoritative than the yardstick. If God is God then He is the highest authority on truth. So if you judge Him to be wrong about something you are saying He is not really even God. Whatever your other standard is that you are using to measure God – that is the thing you believe to be the real God. And so you are guilty of idolatry.
Suppose God takes some precious thing or person away from you and you get angry at God. Your anger says that God was wrong to take that person or thing away. And if God was wrong, you must have some higher authority than God on what makes something right or wrong. Usually that higher authority is yourself. It seems wrong to you, therefore it is wrong. And if God goes ahead and does it, He is wrong. Now you have made yourself the ultimate standard by which God’s actions are to be measured.
The same is true for those times when something seems right to you even though God says it is wrong. If you decide it is right because it seems right to you, you have made yourself God, and the highest authority on right and wrong.
It is a very serious thing to call God a liar, or to set yourself or anyone else up as a higher authority on what is true or not true. However for the believer, when we lapse into calling God a liar, that is not our final verdict. We fail to believe Him on some point and then we come to our senses and repent and when we do that God forgives us. But for the person who does not repent of his unbelief – that person is lost.
2) Rebellion: unwillingness to believe
God has provided adequate proof of the gospel. He has given us evidence upon evidence upon evidence. And that means when anyone is unconvinced by the evidence the only explanation is a hard heart that is unwilling to believe. Spiritual blindness is always a moral problem. The reason I cannot see green and red right is because something is messed up in my eyes. And the reason people cannot see the truth and beauty of God’s Word right is because something is messed up in their hearts. And that something is called rebellion. Color blindness is no big deal – you can live with it. But truth-blindness is a fatal illness, because it is caused by rebellion against God. Something inside the truth-blind person refuses to believe, and so no amount of proof is enough to persuade him.
He realizes that if he acknowledges the gospel as true it will mean giving up something he really does not want to give up. It will make demands on his life that he does not want to deal with. And so his heart says, “No, I am not willing to believe that.” And over time that unwillingness turns into inability. It darkens the heart so he cannot see the truth. 
3) Blasphemy: Despising the testimony of the Holy Spirit 
If God presents you with the evidence of the truth of the Gospel, and the Holy Spirit enlightens your heart to see the truth and goodness of that evidence, and you do not allow yourself to be persuaded because of some sin you want to hang on to but persist long enough in that condition the time will come when the Holy Spirit will withdraw and you will no longer be able to repent and receive the truth. He will turn off the lights for good, and then there will be no hope at all. So any time there is any hint of unbelief in our hearts it should set off massive alarm bells and cause us to take whatever drastic action is necessary to be cured of our truth-blindness before it becomes fatal. 

Dear Lord God, protect Your servant from this horrible sin of calling You a liar by failing to believe! You are the most reliable source of truth there is, and yet how slow my heart is to trust You. How often I act and think and feel in ways that do not line up with belief in what You have said is true. And when I do doubt you, and then come to my senses and repent – how meager is my repentance. If the doubt didn’t lead into some gross sin, I regard it as minor. Oh Lord, teach me to regard unbelief as the horrible, wicked, blasphemous, idolatrous, rebellion that it really is. Train Your servant’s heart to love Your truth and to instantly embrace anything that comes from Your mouth no matter what the “cost.” 

Day 2: The Meaning of Eternal Life
When you see that word in the Bible do not just think “never-ending” or “everlasting.” The word literally means “belonging to/characteristic of the age” (referring to the age to come). Eternal life is the kind of life that we will experience in heaven after Christ returns and eliminates all evil and suffering and death, and sets all things right. So when you see the phrase “eternal life” in the Bible you could substitute the phrase “heavenly life.” When you become a Christian there are certain parts of the age to come that you get to experience even now, here in this present age. And the life of heaven is one of them.
So what is the life of heaven? John does not define it here – probably because he already explained in detail what it is in his Gospel. So let’s just glance back to the Gospel of John and see if we can learn what John means by eternal life.

John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

Having eternal life means knowing God (knowing in the biblical sense – deep, intimate, relational knowledge.) Personal, relational interaction with a God who favors you – that is heavenly life. That is what makes heaven heaven. It is what makes it paradise. It is what makes heaven wonderful. You subtract that one thing from heaven and you’ve got hell. Knowing God and having favorable interaction with Him is the life of heaven, and that is something believers can enjoy in part even now.
Unbelievers can’t.

John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."

When a person does not have faith in the Son of God he does not have eternal life. What he has instead is the wrath of God remaining on him. 
Unbelievers like to imagine that they are on good terms with God. When they need something they pray to Him as though they and God were on speaking terms. And they are very often oblivious to the fact that on the other end of the line is a God who is furiously angry with them, and who detests their prayers. And that wrath remains on them all the time. It is only eternal life that escapes that. The life of heaven is a life of knowing God – made possible by the removal of God’s wrath against you.

Heavenly Father, thank You for giving me eternal life in Your Son! Thank You for making it possible for me to know You – to talk to You and be listened to by You and to love You and be taught and guided and disciplined and comforted and strengthened and protected and restored and redeemed and forgiven by You. Thank You for giving me Your Spirit so I can walk with You. Thank You for placing me in Your Son so I can be pleasing to You. Oh Lord, I’m so unworthy of all of that, and yet You have lavished grace upon grace upon grace on Your servant! 

Day 3: 

John 8:12 I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.

The life we have in Christ is a life of walking in light rather than in darkness. The Holy Spirit turns on the lights so true things seem true to you and beautiful things are attractive to your soul. And it is clear to you that the wrong way is wrong, and the right way becomes both obvious and desirable. 
When you do not have life in Christ you can make guesses about what is true and guesses about which way is the best way for you to go in an important decision, but really you are just walking in the dark. Your guesses could be way off and there is no guarantee that the direction you take will be good. In fact, it is actually even worse than that. Not only could your guesses be wrong, but they will be wrong, because when the lights are off, the desires of your heart are messed up. And so you are guaranteed to choose the wrong way because you desire the wrong things.
Natural life and eternal life are not two parallel roads where the only difference is one comes to an end and the other keeps going forever. The path you take when you have eternal life goes in a totally different direction.
Natural life is headed toward death – it declines. 
Eternal life increases and moves toward more and more abundant life.
Natural life is a road that eventually dead ends – and drops off the edge of a cliff.
Eternal life is a road that moves you closer and closer to better and better destinations.
Every mile you travel on the road of eternal life is progress toward something good.
Every mile you travel on the road of natural life is just another mile closer to hell.
When you walk in the light, not only is your destination different, but the journey itself is different. Think of the last time you were in your car, on your way to go somewhere that you were really excited to get to. Now think of the last time you were in your car and you were hopelessly lost and going nowhere. The difference in the two was not just the destination – there is a difference in the quality of the trip. There is great joy in the certainty that you are moving toward wonderful things in life - no matter what it looks like out the window of your vehicle. When you have eternal life you have joy each morning when you wake up, because you know you are on a path that leads closer to the presence of God. You have joy when you are at work and when you get home and when you go to bed, because the lights are on and you can see that you are going the right way and moving closer and closer to tomorrow’s grace.
The fourth thing we learn from John about the meaning of eternal life is that involves the satisfaction of the hunger and thirst of the soul.

John 4:14 whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

John 6:27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life

Eternal life means having the hunger and thirst of your soul perpetually satisfied. When you have the life from heaven there is never a moment when you cannot have satisfaction of the deepest longings of your soul. Even in the midst of the most painful suffering, a profound experience of the presence of God is enough to give you a joy that eclipses all your pain.
And that is another thing unbelievers do not have. When you look to something besides God for your joy, at any given time that thing may or may not be available. And even when it is available it may not satisfy your soul. The billionaire who gets bored with life, and gets on a jet and goes to Hawaii, might arrive there only to discover that he is not in the mood for Hawaii. He is not in the mood for anything. Sometimes his travel or recreation satisfies, but other times it doesn’t. And when it doesn’t, there is nothing he can do.
He finds deep down inside a craving to be loved. And sometimes his friends or wife fulfill that longing, but other times they do not. Sometimes eating at a great restaurant makes him happy – other times it does nothing for him. And when the pleasures of this world do not satisfy the hunger and thirst pangs in his soul, there is absolutely nothing that can be done about it.
But the man or woman who has 24/7 access to the Spring of living water – eternal life from the Son of God, that person can find joy and contentment and delight at any time and in any circumstance.
Eternal life is a life of eating and drinking spiritual food and drink. And Jesus used the images of food and drink not just to illustrate satisfaction, but also sustenance. What food and drink does to your physical body God’s presence does to your spirit.
God gave us physical life as an illustration of spiritual life. So think of the components of physical life. When a person is dying physically, what is it that they are losing? They are losing health, strength, energy, perception, sensitivity, growth, liveliness – those are all components of life. The more of those you have the more alive you are, but when you are in the process of losing them you are in the process of dying. And spiritual life is having those things in the spiritual realm.
In the sermon on 1 John 1:2 I talked at some length about what it means to have spiritual health and strength and energy and perception and liveliness, etc. For now I will just say that when you have all that, that is when life is as it should be. That is when you have fullness of joy, and hope. That is when you are able to accomplish great things in the Kingdom of God. And it is when virtue flows out of your life – especially love.

1 John 3:14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 

When you are connected to the source of eternal life the result is love.
It is possible to have physical life and at the same time be dead spiritually. 1 Timothy 5:6 speaks of people being dead even while they live. To be dead physically means your body doesn’t work. To be dead spiritually means your sprit doesn’t work. You can show the glory of God to a spiritually dead person and he will just yawn. It means nothing to him. You can open the Bible and show the wisdom of God to an unbeliever and it will seem to him like foolishness. You can expose a non-Christian to the Spring of living water who satisfies the cravings of the soul of man, and he will have no attraction to Him and he will not drink a drop. You can show him the wonders of the Kingdom of God and he will be more impressed with a good ball game. You can introduce him to the Creator Himself, and he will have no interest. That is what it means to be dead spiritually.
But spiritual life is the opposite of all that. When you have eternal life you have the ability to…
-  appreciate the glory of God and 
- to love the wisdom of God in His Word and 
- to drink deeply and be satisfied by the Spring of living water and 
- to know and love the Lord your God.
And then finally, those who have eternal life will enjoy all of these things – forever.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Those who do not have eternal life will perish. They will live a pointless, worthless, meaningless life, then die, face condemnation on Judgment Day, and spend eternity in hell being punished for their sin. But if you have eternal life you bypass all of that. You live a meaningful life that is going somewhere, then on the last day you will rise from the dead, receive a glorified, immortal, glorious body, and enjoy all of the benefits of heavenly life, unhindered, with God forever. All of that is eternal life.
Dear Lord God, You are everything I need and more than everything I want. What an amazing thing eternal life is! Light, so I can see the right way and know the truth. And satisfaction of soul that is greater than any conceivable suffering! And forgiveness of sins, resurrection, reward, and eternity with You! Not even all the riches and pleasures of this world combined can compare to the gift of heavenly life. 
It is delightful because it reflects You. You are so good that anything that flows from You is supremely good. Teach me to treasure it as I should that I might honor You by loving that which comes from You and reflects Your nature. Forgive me, dear Lord, for the times today when I have preferred some lesser thing over the benefits of eternal life.


Day 4: The Agent of Eternal Life
What determines whether you have eternal life or not? – your heart’s reaction to the testimony of God about His Son. You must have faith in the Son of God in order to have life because Jesus Christ is the only source of life. The assurance of eternal life comes only when you are connected to the Agent of eternal life. Just listen to how much John wants to emphasize that.

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

Think of what it means to have the Son – for Him to be yours. Do not think of life as being from Jesus. It is not from Him – it is in Him. It is not just a gift that He air mails from heaven. It is something that is characteristic of Him alone, so that if you are connected to Him you have it and if you are not connected to Him you do not have it. It is kind of like electricity coming from a battery. If you lose connection with the battery you have no electricity. Eternal life is the very life of Christ and you experience it only through your connection to Him. If I walked up to my wife and said, “You know what Tracy – I really like the feeling I have when I’m around you, and I so enjoy your company and companionship, and I really treasure your love and affection toward me, and I can’t get enough of your smile and the sound of your laughter, it all just makes me feel so good…. I’m leaving to go overseas, and I would like you to take all that and wrap it up and give it to me as a gift while I’m on my trip overseas.” She would say, “I can’t do that.” Those things are not gifts she can give me separate from giving me herself. They only way I can enjoy any of those things is by being with her and enjoying her.
And that is how eternal life is. It is part of the life of Christ, and the only way to experience it is by being joined to Him. So how is that done? What do you have to do to be joined with Him? To have assurance of eternal life you need to be connected to the Agent of eternal life.

As I learn more and more about the wonders of eternal life – this blessed heavenly life that belongs to the age to come, Oh Lord, let it cause me to love You more. Remind Your servant that everything that is good about it is good because it reflects Your nature. Health, strength, vigor, liveliness, growth, joy, energy, motivation – all the various aspects of life – they are all samples of what it is like to be in Your great presence, Oh Lord Jesus. Don’t let me fall into the error of thinking of them independently of You. Let my hope for everything I hope for be hope in You.

Day 5:The Access to Eternal Life
What do you have to do to gain access to the Agent of eternal life? John tells us four times.

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

Access to eternal life (or more properly – access to the Agent of eternal life), is by faith. You are joined to the Son of God and receive eternal life from that union when you believe.
And it is critical that we understand that there is a lot more to believing than just agreeing to the facts about Jesus.

10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself. 

Believing is what happens when the Holy Spirit turns on the lights, you see the truth and the beauty of what God has said about His Son in the gospel, and as a result it penetrates deep into your heart. The idea is the testimony goes inside and actually becomes a part of you – like food.
You cannot tell by looking, but 41 years ago I weighed less than 10 pounds. Now I’m pushing 180. Where did it all come from? Where did the extra 170 pounds of Darrell Ferguson come from? A lot of it used to be Big Macs! And now it is heart tissue and lung tissue and brain matter and bone and skin. It used to be food, I ingested it, and it became part of me.
That is what God’s testimony does when you believe it. It enters inside you and becomes part of you. Except instead of it being transformed (like my body does with food), you become transformed to resemble it. It starts to make up who and what you are.
There are some things you claim to believe but they are not really a part of who you are. Unless someone reminds you of them at the point of your decision making, they don’t really figure in much to the way you think or feel or act or decide. But there are other beliefs you have that are so much a part of your heart and soul that they determine even involuntary responses. Most of your reactions to things are involuntary responses – you don’t give them any thought. Those kinds of automatic, knee-jerk responses are determined by what you really believe deep down inside.
If you turn around and notice you are one inch away from a 100 foot drop, you scramble to get away from that ledge, or to get into a position where you are not in danger of falling. You do that without even thinking, because deep down inside you is a belief in gravity, combined with a deep-seated belief in the frailty of your body, plus a rock-solid, unshakable confidence in the hardness of the ground below. You don’t stand there and do a bunch of calculations multiplying out the acceleration of a freefall for 100 feet and the force of impact in comparison to the strength of your bones. No, you instantly scramble because your belief in gravity has penetrated so deep into your soul that it dictates even involuntary reactions.
You have some beliefs about your spouse and about certain other people that work the same way. There are things about that person that you are so sure of that they control even some of your involuntary reactions.
You can tell that you have received the testimony of God and of the Holy Spirit about Jesus Christ when the truth of the gospel penetrates to the very core of your soul so that more and more of your involuntary reactions to various things are driven by the truth of the gospel, so that your reactions to things – emotional responses, decisions, evaluations – are inexplicable apart from the gospel.
And again, faith is more than just being persuaded of facts. Being persuaded of the truth is half of it, but the other half is trusting in a Person. Notice that little word “in” in verses 10 and 13. We must believe in the Son of God. We know what it means to believe a person. A person tells you something, you accept it as true – you are believing that person. But what does it mean to believe in a person? That phrase comes from Genesis 15:6.

Abram believed in Yahweh, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Abram entrusted his life to the Lord and followed Him. Believing in Christ includes commitment of your life to Him. You can believe a set of facts about Christ in your mind, but you can only believe in Christ on your knees. It is impossible to believe in Christ while remaining in a rebellious posture. That is why it is such a serious error when people teach that repentance is not required for salvation. You are not saved by repentance, but where there is no repentance there is no faith, because true faith bows the knee before Christ, and takes your whole life and lays it on the altar before God.
Anyone who has never done that has never been saved. When people say, “Oh, I became a Christian when I was nine, but I didn’t give up my life to Him until age 26,” – the person who says that does not understand faith. What happened when they were nine may have been something that was very heartfelt and earnest, but if it did not involve a complete entrusting of their life to the Lord Jesus Christ then it was not salvation.
What is your verdict on the testimony of God about His Son? Do you believe? Is your heart so persuaded by the evidence that the truth of the gospel has become a part of your very soul, so that your reactions to the events of life are determined by your belief in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? Have you entrusted your life into His hands as the supreme authority in your life, so that nothing in this whole world is more important to you than His will? If so, then you have cause to sing for joy, because God’s verdict on your verdict is that you have eternal life.

Lord, I believe – help my unbelief. Give Your servant greater faith. Whatever You have to do, Lord – trials, suffering, waiting, disappointment, humiliation – whatever it takes. I ask that You would build my faith in more pleasant ways – through the study of Your Word and prayer and fellowship, but Lord, if great faith in You can only come through the more unpleasant means, let it be. I want faith in You more than I want comfort or even life. I want to honor and glorify You and show You to be supremely trustworthy and utterly worthy of my total devotion. 
Dear Lord, let Your gospel penetrate my heart. Make it a part of me. Show me areas where it hasn’t penetrated, and soften my heart in those areas. Please, dear God, help my unbelief. 

