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Gn.3		Marriage pt.4    Reversing the Curse    	9-30-2001 
	We are studying marriage, and we began by looking at Gn.2 & the ideal marriage, and then at Gn.3 to see what went wrong.  And we found there are two problems invaded human marriage: the loss of intimacy, and the distortion of biblical masculinity and femininity.  
	Loss of Intimacy
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
	They exchanged the beautiful intimacy of ch.2 for privacy.  To develop a Gn.2 type marriage, we need to make the shift from privacy back to intimacy.
	Four ways.  (I’m sure there are other ways too, but I just want to stick with what we can learn from Gn.3 itself). 
Step 1 came from v.12.
Pursue intimacy with God
The reason they lost intimacy with one another is because they lost intimacy with God.
12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 
	He blames her.  As soon as he disobeys God, he immediately finds himself at odds with his wife.
	 (1) Pursue intimacy with God.
(2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
(3) Be willing to take the risk ourselves and 
(4) Do what we can to reduce the risk for our spouse.
	To restore intimacy with God:  Learn from Scripture what He is like.  
Then throughout the day, seek to make the connections between those pieces of information about God with what you experience in every day life.  
	Making those connections is the key to having a sense of intimacy with God.
	I have counseled a lot of people with marriage problems, and never yet have I found a marriage problem that wasn’t caused by some spiritual problem.  The solution to every marriage problem is always spiritual growth, and greater intimacy with God.
	So step one to recovering intimacy in marriage is to pursue intimacy with God.
(1) Pursue intimacy with God.
	Step 2: Give yourself completely to your spouse
Step 2 we see in the purpose in sewing the fig leaves.
	The purpose of the fig leaves was to hide from one another.  For the first time they were withholding something from each other.  If we are going to achieve intimacy, we must reverse that.
	 (2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
(3) Be willing to take the risk ourselves and 
(4) Do what we can to reduce the risk for our spouse.
In 1Co 7:4, when Paul was writing about the physical union in marriage, he said The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.   
If that’s true of your body, certainly it’s true of the rest of you – your heart and soul and mind.
	Intimacy requires that you give what you have to offer to your spouse.  
Physically, you offer your body. 
Spiritually, your spiritual gifts.  
Mentally and emotionally - Your thoughts.
	This is why accurate communication is so important.  That’s a major way in which we give of ourselves.  Your thoughts are a big part of your life, and so you can’t have intimacy unless that part of your life is shared.
	When we bought our Saturn, the first thing our mechanic told us was that there was too much resistance in the wiring, and so it all needed to be replaced.  A car can’t function right if the signals can’t pass through the wiring.
	In the same way, a marriage can’t function right if there is resistance, and communication is corrupted or stifled.
	This means not only talking to your spouse, but talking to your spouse about what your spouse is interested in, and talking about things that are important.
	Failure to do this is a major problem in marriage.  And both men and women are culprits.  
	Men often just refuse to communicate, because it takes a lot of effort.  It requires much more effort for a man than for a woman.  
	If a woman has a thought or a feeling, generally she would just as soon talk about, because generally speaking, women like to explore an idea by talking it through.
	But men like to explore an idea by thinking it through.  And once he has thought about it, he summarizes his conclusions.  
	The last thing he wants to do is go back over all those thoughts again verbally.
	For a woman, it may be just as easy (or easier) to talk through an idea than it is to think it through.  
	For a man, it’s much harder.  He may not even remember all his thoughts about it, because the only thing that got filed away is his final conclusion.
	So the result is men often fail to talk to their wives about what is important to their wives, because of laziness.  It requires effort, they don’t want to put forth the effort, so they just don’t.
	Women are also culprits.
	We laughed a few weeks ago about the the “woman’s dictionary” when we got to the definition of the word “nothing.”  When a woman says that, it means “something.”  
	A woman is upset but too lazy to deal with it, so when you ask what’s wrong, you get, “Nothing.”  
	We may want to just write that off as “female-ese,” but what it really is is a lie- a refusal to communicate.  
	Sometimes women will say, “If I have to tell him what’s wrong, or what I want, that would ruin it.  I want him to just know intuitively.”   (Those same women, however, are not content to just know intuitively what their husbands are thinking and feeling – they expect their husbands to tell them).
	Meaningful communication is hard work on both sides.  Especially when you are hurt or angry, it can be very difficult to talk something through in a constructive way.  
	It’s hard when you are angry, and it’s hard when your spouse is angry.  There are times when your spouse is in a terrible mood and is impossible be to around, and the normal human reaction to that is to just keep your distance until it blows over.
	But that’s not intimacy.  The deepest and most profound intimacy is when your are as close to her as ever even when she is at her ugliest.  
	It’s when you are there by his side showing true compassion and love even when he as the most difficult to be around.
	The reward
Some of you may be thinking, “What a drag this sounds like.  I don’t know if I want to have that kind of invasion into my privacy.”
	It will cost you something.  But just like any of God’s standards, the reward is more than worth the cost.
	There is nothing quite like having someone else in this world that knows about and cares about everything that is happening in your life.
	If I’m elated about something, I’ll tell Tracy, and she will understand what that means to me, and she will be happy.  If I’m devastated over something, she will know how much that particular thing hurts me, and she will show sympathy.
	If I have a need, I’ve got someone beside myself who will be on the lookout to see that need met.
	If I get a paper cut, I will never announce that in church.  I won’t send an email to my friends.  I won’t call my parents about it.  It’s such a tiny thing, it would be ridiculous for me to do any of that.  But I may mention it to Tracy – and the amazing thing is, she’ll care!
	And having someone who cares about everything about me is worth whatever it costs.  
	There are things I care about that I never talk to anyone else about.  I care very much if I’m getting to be a better preacher, or getting worse or staying the same.  Tracy cares about that too (but only because I have talked to her about how I feel about it).
	(1) Pursue intimacy with God.
(2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
Step 3: Be willing to risk pain
Step 3 we see in their motive for sewing the fig leaves.
	The implication from 2:25 is that their motive is sewing the fig leaves was to hide their shame.  
	There was now something about themselves they wanted to hide from one another, because they had fear that if it were exposed, they would suffer some kind of shame or humiliation.
	The reason we hide is for fear of rejection or being hurt.  One thing I can tell you about your spouse – no matter how wonderful he or she is, your spouse is sinful and imperfect.  If you open yourself up completely, sooner or later your spouse will hurt you.
	You have a choice – you can either sew fig leaves over everything and have privacy and safety without real intimacy, or you can become vulnerable, willing to risk pain, and enjoy intimacy.
	 (3) Be willing to risk pain.  You cannot have intimacy without the willingness to risk pain. 
(4) Do what we can to reduce the risk for our spouse.
	If you share with your spouse your deepest thoughts and desires, he may laugh himself silly.  
	If you talk to your husband about how you really feel, he may respond in a harsh way and belittle you, and use that against you in some future argument.
	If you confess to your wife your secret sins, she may become angry and refuse to forgive.  Or she may misunderstand and draw all kinds of inappropriate conclusions.
	Taking off the fig leaves places us at tremendous risk – no doubt about it.  And it’s appropriate to keep those fig leaves on when you are out in public.  But in our marriages, to enjoy the intimacy of Gn.2, we have to be willing risk some pain and open up to one another.
	And so step 4 is obvious.
(1) Pursue intimacy with God.
(2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
(3) Be willing to take the risk ourselves and 
(4) Do what we can to reduce the risk for our spouse.
	Step 4: Reduce the risk for your spouse.
Adam and Eve were just as naked before the fall as they were after.  But they were only concerned about hiding it after the fall.  
	That’s because before the fall they had no sense of being at risk.  There was no chance of any kind of rejection or humiliation before the fall, and so they had no feeling of needing any fig leaves.
	We can create an environment like that in our marriages through unconditional love.
	Make it less dangerous for your spouse to be honest.
	What have you communicated to your spouse that might make it impossible to be honest with you?  
	Is there some chance you would leave your spouse?  Does your spouse have the assurance that if he or she is repentant, you will forgive anything?
	If you hold some great threat over your spouse if there is some failure – even when there is repentance, you are cutting the throat of intimacy.
	Are the consequences for hurting you so severe that life will be miserable for your spouse if you find out about the worst things about him/her?  If so, you might as well hang a big sign around your neck saying, “Whatever you do, don’t be honest with me.”
	No one can live with constant danger, and everyone will do things wrong from time to time – sometimes serious things.  So if you make it dangerous for your spouse to reveal weaknesses and sins to you, you are driving your spouse away from you, and you will never know intimacy.
	You say, “But I have high standards.”  How high?   Higher than God’s?  I can go to God with any sin, and, if I’m genuinely repentant, He will forgive me.
John Eadie: “What a union of two believers, with one hope, one discipline, one service, one spirit, and one flesh!  Together they pray, together they prostrate themselves, and together keep their fasts, teaching and exhorting one another, and sustaining one another.  They are together at the church and at the Lord’s supper; they are together in straits, in persecutions, and refreshments.  Neither conceals anything from the other; neither avoids the other…Christ rejoices on hearing and beholding such things; to such persons He sends His peace.” (p.254)
	So if you 
(1) Pursue intimacy with God.
(2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
(3) Be willing to risk pain, and 
(4) Do what you can to reduce the risk for your spouse,
you can begin to restore the intimacy in marriage that God considers so important, and you can reverse the first problem created by the fall.
	But there is another problem, and we see that in the curse.
Distortion of Masculinity & Femininity 
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. 
Ge 3:1-8
The serpent is said to have been the tempter. But to any one who reads the narrative carefully in connection with the previous history of the creation, and bears in mind that man is there described as exalted far above all the rest of the animal world, not only by the fact of his having been created in the image of God and invested with dominion over all the creatures of the earth, but also because God breathed into him the breath of life, and no help meet for him was found among the beasts of the field, and also that this superiority was manifest in the gift of speech, which enabled him to give names to all the rest-a thing which they, as speechless, were unable to perform-it must be at once apparent that it was not from the serpent, as a sagacious and crafty animal, that the temptation proceeded, but that the serpent was simply the tool of that evil spirit, who is met with in the further course of the world's history under the name of Satan (the opponent), or the Devil (ho (NT:3588) dia'bolos (NT:1228), the slanderer or accuser)
	When the serpent, therefore, is introduced as speaking, and that just as if it had been entrusted with the thoughts of God Himself, the speaking must have emanated, not from the serpent, but from a superior spirit, which had taken possession of the serpent for the sake of seducing man. This fact, indeed, is not distinctly stated in the canonical books of the Old Testament; but that is simply for the same educational reason which led Moses to transcribe the account exactly as it had been handed down, in the pure objective form of an outward and visible occurrence, and without any allusion to the causality which underlay the external phenomenon, viz., not so much to oppose the tendency of contemporaries to heathen superstition and habits of intercourse with the kingdom of demons, as to avoid encouraging the disposition to transfer the blame to the evil spirit which tempted man, and thus reduce sin to a mere act of weakness.
(Keil & Delitzsch.)
	A part of the creation rebels against God, and seeks to influence a human being to rebel.  God doesn’t allow Satan to appear as some awesome, supernatural god-like spirit being in order to tempt man.  The temptation comes through a part of the creation over which Adam was given authority and supremacy and domination.  This was not a temptation impossible for man to resist.
He said to the woman, 
	Why does he go after the woman?  Was she more gullible?  
	If that were the case, you would think the serpent would have tried to catch her alone.  If the man was real smart, and the woman real dumb, he would try to get her by herself.
	But he didn’t.  He approaches her right when her husband is there with her.
	Adam was right there the whole time.  They are both standing right there, but the serpent addresses Eve rather than Adam.  Why?
	Part of it may be that since man is to be the provider and protector, that the woman is pictured as being more vulnerable.  But more than that I think it has to do with the God-ordained structure of leadership.
	God designed Adam to be the leader.  If Satan wants to foul up God’s plan, the last thing he’s going to want to do is go through the God-ordained channel of leadership and protection.  His goal is to undermine that.  So he speaks to the woman.
	I don’t think his main concern was who was more gullible.  I think he’s targeting whichever one isn’t designated by God to be the leader.  No doubt if the woman were designated to be the leader, the serpent would have gone after the man.
	And that also seems to be what was upsetting to God about it.  When God punishes Adam in v.17 He prefaces the entire thing by saying, “Because you listened to your wife…”  (The word “listen” in this context means obey.)
	From the split second the serpent begins speaking to the woman, the man is facing a temptation.  He has a decision.  Is he going to step in and lead, and protect his wife?  Or is he going to abdicate his responsibility?
	Right from the very beginning, Adam could have stepped in.  Think of how different things would have been if the first time the serpent opened its mouth the man stepped forward and said, “No, we are not having fruit for dinner tonight – we are having grilled snake – or snake & eggs.”
	That would have been the end of it.  But instead he just sits on his hands and watches the serpent do the worst conceivable kind of harm to his precious wife, and he doesn’t lift a finger to help her or protect her.
	He won’t take leadership.  He shirks his responsibility, and basically says to Eve, “You decide.”  When we read at the end of v.6 that he was there, it’s a little startling.  Up to then we had no idea, because he’s standing there completely silent.
"Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"
2The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 
4"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good (TOV) and evil." 
Keil & Delitzsch’ View
The knowledge of good and evil was no mere experience of good and ill, but a moral element in that spiritual development, through which the man created in the image of God was to attain to the filling out of that nature, which had already been planned in the likeness of God. For not to know what good and evil are, is a sign of either the immaturity of infancy (Dt 1:39), or the imbecility of age (2Sa 19:35); whereas the power to distinguish good and evil is commended as the gift of a king (1Ki 3:9) and the wisdom of angels (2Sa 14:17), and in the highest sense is ascribed to God Himself (Ge 3:5,22).
	The knowledge of good and evil was a good thing, and God wanted them to have it.  God’s strategy for giving them that knowledge was to place something in their world that was forbidden, right next to the tree of life.  When they had to choose between life and death, they would have a capacity to understand the difference between good and evil (obeying God is good, disobeying is evil).  
	So God wanted them to learn the difference between good and evil by not eating the fruit.  That way they would understand evil when they saw it, they would see it in the serpent or in any other form, and they would resist it.
	Instead they ate it and gained the knowledge by means of disobedience. 
Hamilton’s View
The knowledge of good and evil is the process of deciding for oneself what’s best and what isn’t – rather than just trusting God.
Then the serpent goes on to deceive her with some smooth talk that gets her to doubt God’s word.
6 …she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
	So she takes the initiative, and Adam follows along.
	Ray Ortlund: “Isn’t it striking that [the human race] fell on an occasion of sex role reversal?  Are we to repeat this confusion forever?  Are we to institutionalize it in evangelicalism in the name of the God who condemned it in the beginning?”
The Curse 
	The curse involves a giving over to the very sin of the fall.  They fell through a reversal of roles, and so the curse involves a further distortion of roles, and a difficulty in that area.
In ch.1 God blessed the man by telling him to subdue the earth.  Now it is right at the point of his greatest blessing that he experiences the most pain.
	In between the statement about women’s pain in childbearing and man’s pain in providing comes comes the part of the curse that affects the relationship between the man and the woman.
	17 Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." 
	People have debated what this means.  What does it mean that the woman will desire her husband?  
	What does the word mean?  it is used in only one other place in Gn.  TT Gn.4:7
	Not only does this v. use the same word, but it has a very similar structure.  And it also uses the same word for rule.
	Ge 4:7 sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." 
	The word desires is the same word used for the woman’s desire toward her husband.  And the word master is the same as the word used to describe the husband’s rule over the wife.
	In ch.4 God is saying, “Watch out – sin wants to dominate you, but you must dominate it.”
	So the idea in 3:17 is that as a result of the curse, women would tend to want to control and dominate their husbands, but their husbands dominate and control them instead.
	So within the curse is a distortion of roles.  Because of the fall, many of our natural inclinations make our God-ordained roles difficult.
	Since men are generally physically stronger and more aggressive, usually the wife will try to control & dominate through manipulation (nagging, becoming angry when they don’t get their way, withholding intimacy, crying, etc.)   
	Men often control & dominate by sheer brute strength.  
	So result of the fall & consequence of sin is manipulation and abuse.  
	And when women try to manipulate men, and men abuse women, the general result is the male domination, which we have seen through the centuries.
	What I mean by male domination is the assertion of the man’s will over the woman’s.  In some households, instead of male domination, there is female domination.  Her efforts of manipulation win out, he would rather just knuckle under than respond, and so in that house there is the assertion of the woman’s will over the man’s.
	And tragically, many Christian marriage books and counselors have decided that the solution to this problem is more effective manipulation!
	Think of the advice you hear about marriage: “Women – do you want your husband to show you affection?  Give him what he wants, and he will be come affectionate.”
	“Men, do you want your wives to be more responsive to you?  Do something romantic, and she will give you what you want.”
	That is not love – it’s manipulation.  
	Trying to dominate one another through manipulation or brute strength is the problem in marital relationships, and that’s what needs fixing.  That’s the piece of the engine that is out of place and needs to be restored to the manufacturer’s specs. 
20Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.  21The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 
God mercifully gives them a better means of covering their shame.  And in doing so, He shows them that it’s appropriate or an animal to die for human good.
	22 And the LORD God said, "The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
	So how do we have an ideal marriage?  By fixing the problem in marriage – and the problem is female manipulation and male domination.  We need to reverse the curse.
	How is it done?  The answer is in…Col.3:18,19.  Everything that has been said the last three weeks and so far this morning has all been background to enable us to understand these two verses.
	Col.3:18-19
Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 
	Do you see how meaningful this is, now that we know how it fits with the rest of Scripture? It’s not just some cultural tradition Paul picked up on, or some rule out of the blue, or some meaningless roles within marriage.
	It is a very intentional command targeted directly the difficulties that came from the curse.
	If the wife’s problem is that her desire is to dominate her husband, the solution to that is for her to be submissive to her husband.
	And if the man’s problem is that he rules over his wife with harsh domination, the solution is, Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.
	Another way of saying that is, “Men, be a Gn.2 type man.”  and “Women, be a Gn.2 type woman.”  
	This is not just a call to get along in our marriages.  This is a call for all of us to become paradise people.
	We could use that term instead of what I have been saying.  Instead of talking about biblical masculinity, we could just say, “Be a paradise man.”  (“Paradise man” sounds a little bizarre, so I’ll stick with biblical masculinity, but you get the idea that the point of Col.3 & Eph.5 is that we need to become like the pre-fall Adam & Eve.)
Attitudes
That’s why the NT commands all center on attitudes.  TT Eph.5 and I’ll show you what I mean.
	If we were to sum up everything the NT says to men about their responsibility toward their wives in a single word - If you were in a hurry, and someone said, “Quick, how am I supposed to behave toward my wife?”  You would say, “Husbands, ___________?  (love)
	Now, how would you sum up the wife’s responsibility in one word?  
	Eph.5:21-33
21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  22Wives, to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 
	- Wives are to submit to their husbands, 
- the motive for doing so is reverence for Christ.  
- They are to submit in the same way they would submit to Christ (a very extreme idea!), 
- They are to recognize the husband as the head in the same way Christ is the Head of the Church,
- They are to take their cues from the Church in determining how to respond to their husbands
- The are to respond that way in everything
	How do we sum all that up with one word?  If someone said, “Quick, how am I supposed to respond to my husband?”  Wives, ____________.
Most of you probably would initially think of the word, “submit.”
	How would God the Holy Spirit sum it up?  We know how He would sum it up, because He sums it up in v.33.
	He gives all those instructions to women.  Then twice as many instructions to men, and then in the final verse he sums both up:
	33  each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
	The best word to summarize the woman’s responsibility is not submit.  It’s respect.  Submission is just one expression of the attitude of respect.
	The issue for women isn’t to follow orders.  Just like for men, the heart of the issue is an attitude.
	If you ask most men, “What, more than anything else, do you want from your wife?”  Very few would say, “Obedience.”  Very few would say, “I want her to always do what I say.”  And very few would say, “I want her to serve me.”
	The chauvinists might say that, and all of us, in our sinfulness may tend to treat women with that kind of attitude, but that is not the deepest craving of a man’s heart.
	A lot of women don’t realize this, but God designed men to crave one thing from their wives above anything else – respect.
	Ladies, I can hardly stress this enough.  What your husband craves from you is not obedience.  It’s not compliance.  It’s not service.  More than anything else what men crave from women is respect.  
	You know how you crave affection?  He has that same craving for respect.
	It’s a very strong term (lit “fear”).  That’s a term that describes deep honor, and reverence, respect.
	If you show him affection, he will like that.  If you smile at him from across the room, he’ll enjoy that.  If you go out of your way to do considerate things for him, he will appreciate that.  If you do something real romantic, he may or may not appreciate that.  
	But nothing will energize and strengthen him more than if you are in an obvious way impressed with him.  
	That’s how men are wired.  Go all the way back to high school or Jr. high.  When the guys were out on the football field or basketball court – what were they doing?  Trying to get love from the girls?  Affection?  Romance?  No – we were out there trying to impress all you girls.
	And that desire for respect changes in form but never goes away.  What a man wants and needs more than anything isn’t for a woman to serve him, but to look up to him, respect him, take him seriously, hold him in high regard – without him having to earn it.
	And women are uniquely suited to build up men in this way.  A man may have 100 other men who highly respect him and look up to him, but it’s all meaningless if his wife looks down on him and treats him like a child (“How many times do I have to tell you to pick up your socks!”)  
	On the other hand, I know from experience that a man can go to work and have everyone there including his boss think that he’s an imbecile, and he can endure that and maintain his dignity if his wife respects him and is impressed with him.
	One other thing – this is what makes a woman beautiful and attractive to a man.
	The great example of a woman who was beautiful was Sarah.  She had kings pursuing her at age 100.  And the secret to her beauty is in 1 Pe.3.
	V.4 says that kind of beauty comes from a spirit that is quiet and gentle.  The word gentle is the word “meek,” and it means “non-threatening.”  The idea is that the man is in no danger of being belittled or looked-down upon, but rather he will be respected, held up and strengthened.
	Then he gives the example of Sarah, who called her husband “master” (lit “lord”) – v.6.  
	The fascinating thing about that is that there is only one place where it is recorded that she called him that – Gn.18.   It’s very significant that Peter, in a section on submission, refers to Gn.18 and not Gn.20.
	Gn.20 is a chapter about when Abraham told Sarah to do something that would be hard, and she obeyed and did it.  And you might think that would be the ideal illustration of submission.
	But instead he refers to ch.18, a chapter in which he doesn’t tell her to do anything.  It’s just that in that chapter she refers to him as “lord.”  
	I believe the reason is that the greatest expression of submission isn’t obedience.  That can be a valid expression, depending upon the attitude.  But the greatest expression of respect and submission is in her speaking to her husband this way.
	For her to call him “lord” would be like someone in our day referring to her husband as “sir.”  
	Now, any man who would require that of his wife has got a real problem.  But I also think any wife who would have a hard time addressing her husband that way may also have a problem.
	Perhaps you have been doing what he asks of you and following his lead in external matters, but the fact is you don’t really respect him.  Then you are not submissive. 
	This may sound extreme to you, but I really think this is the kind of attitude 1 Pe.3 is talking about.  
	There are many wives who have gone to great lengths to do something special for their husbands – 
	maybe they wrote a long letter or cooked a special meal or spent a lot of time and energy and effort trying to do something that would be especially encouraging…
	 – and the truth is they could have encouraged him ten times as much just by waiting for a moment when he showed strong, godly leadership and responded by looking up at him and saying, “Yes sir” with a respectful attitude.  
	Depending one what a term like that means to you and to your husband, it may not be appropriate.  But there is no question from this passage that using respectful terminology in the way you talk to your husband is crucial.
Trust
Another part of respect is trust.  Trust him to lead.  If you aqueous to his leadership, but the whole time you fret, and worry, and ring your hands over whether he is doing the right thing, and constantly pressure him to reconsider, if that is a general pattern, that can be an indication of a disrespectful heart.  
	But if you go to him and say, “This is a hard decision.  I’ve given you my opinion.  There is a lot at stake, and I’m tempted to fret over it.  But I will just trust you to handle it.” – not only will that make life easier for you, because it lifts off of your shoulders a heavy burden that God didn’t design you to bear, but it is one of the greatest gifts you can ever give your husband.
	As I said last week, being in authority is a burden.  It’s a hardship.  And it becomes infinitely harder when those under you are constantly supervising you and second-guessing everything you do.
	I got an e-mail recently from someone in the church who was concerned about a particular situation.  The situation bothered this person, and it bothered me, but it was kind of a dicey situation that required careful wisdom in the manner in which it was to be addressed.
	The person who wrote the email gave a full explanation of the concerns, and that person clearly and respectfully offered an opinion that was very helpful to me in thinking the issue through.  But then the email ended this way: "I trust your timing and thoughtfulness concerning this issue."
	I wrote back and said, “A lot of people have said a lot of encouraging things to me lately, but nothing that was an motivating and encouraging as that statement.  
	– And wives you can’t believe what an encouragement it would be to your husbands if you just trusted them.  Even though you know they will make mistakes – you also know ultimately you are in God’s hands, and He is capable of taking care of you even when you are under the leadership of a fallible human being.
	So the issue is respect.  Show your respect to him verbally, and show your respect by trusting him.
	And, show your respect through obedience.
	Be submissive
We have spent a lot of time qualifying this and talking about what it doesn’t mean.  But we don’t want to neglect to say what it does mean.  
	It means to obey.  The final decision lies with the man, and if the woman is rebellious against that, she is in sin.
	The temptation with this passage is always to soften it and try to make it fit a little more closely to our egalitarian culture. This is because it is unpopular and it is unpopular because of the curse.  
	We ought not cave in to our culture and try to understate what the Bible clearly says.  Here and in Eph.5 Paul goes out of his way to make it as strong as he possibly can.
	- the word “submit”
- for the husband is the head as Christ is
- the church submits to Christ as Savior, therefore wives should really submit
- as the church submits
- in everything
- as to the Lord
	How is the Church to submit to the Lord?
	Out of love (Ex.20:6, Dt.11:1, 5:10), 
completely (Jas.2:10, Lv.20:22,  Ps.119:4, 2 Ki.21:8, Nm.14:24), 
for the purpose of serving him (Ps.103:21, Josh.24:24), 
doing his will (Ps.103:21), 
out of fear (Php.2:12, Ps.2:11, Ps.112:1), 
delighting in his commands (Ps.112:1, 119:16, 72, 77, 97), 
wholeheartedly (Ps.119:2), 
permanently (Ps.119:33,44, 112), 
immediately (Ps.119:60),  
eager to learn how (Ps.143:10), 
with loyalty and allegiance (Jer.7:23), 
ONLY one master (Mt.6:24), 
profitably (Mt.25:20), 
patiently (Lk.12:38), 
work (Jn.9:4), 
following (Jn.10:27), 
above any other authority (Acts 4:19, 5:29),  
as a result of meditation (Ps.1:2, 119:15), 
from the heart (Eph.6:6, Ro.6:17), 
as a way of life (Eph.2:10), 
when unsupervised (Php.2:12),  
out of intimate knowledge (1 Jn.2:3), 
to please him (1 Jn.3:22), 
by loving his children (1 Jn.5:2), 
carefully (Dt.5:1, 8:1), 
opposite of forgetting God (Dt.8:11),  
in a worthy manner (Eph.4:1), 
not to please men, without  stain (1 Ti.6:14), 
joyfully (Ps.2:11).
	the Shema  (Dt.6:5)
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
	That’s how the Church is to submit to Christ.  There is no possible way that the idea of subordination could be expressed in stronger terms.
	There are some times when it’s appropriate for a husband to tell his wife to do something, and in those cases, it would be sin for her not to do it.  It is not appropriate for the wife to tell the husband to do something.
	But again, we want to emphasize the fact that the goal is not to generate certain actions, but an attitude.  It’s all in the context of a love relationship.
	In Eph.5:22, it says wives, be submissive to your own husbands.  It’s not that Paul was concerned that the wives wouldn’t know which husband to submit to.  I think the term your own highlights the intimacy of the relationship.  
	It’s not some detached, distant, mechanical response to an impersonal authority.  It’s a loving responsiveness to a man – your own man, who belongs to you alone, and with whom you enjoy a intimate love relationship.
	That’s why the husband is never told to cause his wife to be submissive.  Parents are told to cause their children to be submissive.  Governments are told to cause their citizens to be submissive.  But the submission of a wife to her husband is a little different.  
	It’s voluntary.   (That’s not to say it’s optional – Scripturally it’s required of her), but it’s not forced upon her by some threat of punishment.   The motivation is not punishment, but intimacy.
	There is something very special about the submission of a wife to a husband, because of the fact that it’s voluntary.  My kids submit to me, because if they don’t, they are in trouble.  But Tracy submits to me just because she chooses to.  
	This is something that men should keep in mind.  As husbands we are to take our cues from Christ.  
	Now if anyone had a right to force submission, it was Christ.  Yet He chose instead to win the hearts of people.
	After commenting on the submission of wives, Chrysostom says this to husbands: 
     "Have you seen the measure of obedience?  Hear also the measure of love.  Do you want your wife to obey you as the Church obeys Christ? Then care for her as Christ for the Church. And if it be needful that you should give your life for her, or be cut to pieces a thousand times, or endure anything whatever, refuse it not.... He brought the Church to his feet by his great care, not by threats nor fear nor any such thing; so do you conduct yourself towards your wife." 
	Wives, one of the hindrances to this will be fear.  It’s a scary thing to place your life in the hands of a leader who is sinful and fallible.  What if he makes foolish decisions?  What if he leads the wrong way?  What if he takes advantage of me?    
	Peter addresses this in 1 Pe.3:6 when after calling women to be submissive and obedient and respectful to their husbands, he says, Do not give way to fear.
	Just submit, and trust God to protect you.  He will not only protect you, but he will use your respectful, submissive attitude to do it!   Look at v.1.   That kind of attitude will tend to win over even an unbelieving husband.
	Even for a non-Christian man, there is something very humbling about having a woman submit to you.  If you accuse your husband, he will become defensive.  If you nag your husband, he will become angry.
	But when a woman respects a man and submits to him, and speaks to him with respectful terms, that is very humbling.  It’s even a little awkward.  
	And that, more than anything else, will tend to make him seek to become worthy of that kind of respect, and treat her with tenderness.
	So your very willingness to show respect becomes your protection.
	as is fitting in the Lord
	This provides some clarification to the statement in Eph.5, which just says Wives be submissive to your husbands in the Lord.
	That has been misinterpreted by some to be saying, “Wives, only follow your husband when he is acting like the Lord would act.”  
	The result is those women only submit when they agree with their husbands.  So in effect, they take the verse to be saying, “Wives, go along with what your husband says only when you agree.”  - which is what most women do anyway.
	But what would be the purpose of a command like that?  Of course you will go along with anyone when you agree with them – no matter who it is.  That’s not submission.  It’s just agreement.  We don’t need a command in the Bible to tell us to do the things we agree with.
	The point of the commands to submit are aimed at the times we don’t agree.  In times like that, just trust God to lead you through this decision – even though it seems wrong.  If it doesn’t specifically require you to sin, submit to it.
	The phrase as is fitting in the Lord means submission to your husband is a function not primarily of marriage, but of Christianity.  
	It’s your duty not primarily as a wife, but as a daughter of God.  It’s a matter that has to do not with your relationship with your husband, but with your relationship with Christ.
	A husband’s authority is not an earned authority.  It’s a delegated authority.  So rebellion against that authority is not rebellion against a man, but rebellion against Christ Himself.
	When a wife is not submissive to her husband, it’s because there is something wrong in her relationship to the Lord.
	Some women: “If he fails to love me, do I still have to submit?”  Answer your own question: If a woman fails to submit, does that mean the husband doesn’t have to love her?  Of course not.  Your duty toward your spouse is not a function of what your spouse deserves – it’s a function of what Christ deserves. 
	The world will tell you being under authority is demeaning for a woman.  But you have to wonder – why don’t they regard it as demeaning for a man?
	Have you noticed that when the people in Hollywood want to depict honor in the highest degree – what do they use?  The military.  They will depict honor within the military, where men are submissive and respectful to other men.
	I think even the world understands, deep down, that there is great honor is submission.   The reason there are so many movies about the military is because there is something majestic about the way they interact.  
	A high-ranking officer can be in the middle of giving orders when a higher-ranking officer walks by and there is an immediate display of respect.  
	They rise when he enters, stand straight, salute, speak respectfully, say, “yes sir!”, and obey.  This is not demeaning, it is honorable.
	The picture is the NT is even more wonderful.  It is not of the military, but of a body.  
	It’s a warmer illustration, but just as honorable.  The man functions in the marriage like the head functions in the body.   It coordinates everything the body does.  
	When the body rebels against the head we don’t call that liberation and freedom, we just say the person is spastic and it dishonors both the head and the body.
	But we pay our highest respect in our culture above everyone else…to the athletes.  They are paid the most and held in the highest regard.  People respect them, because the have come to a point where they have made their bodies completely responsive to their minds.
	I can think about playing incredible things on the piano, but we look up to people like Rod, who not only thinks about it, but whose hands work in perfect concert with his mind.   So responsiveness to the head is a mark of honor.
	The man is the head of the woman as Christ is the head of the Church.  So as the church is responsive to her Head, and looks to Christ for leadership, direction, guidance, wisdom, care, nurture, provision.  So the wife should look to her husband for those things.   
	Is there a better way?  Can we improve on God’s idea of marriage by abandoning these roles?  Let the world tell its sad, sad story.
	Benediction: 
2 Thes.3:16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.
	
	 

