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Gn.3		Marriage pt.3    The Curse on Marriage   	9-23-2001 

We have been studying marriage, and taking a close look at Gn.2&3.

Last week::
In a Perfect World, What Does It Mean to Be Male?

Biblical masculinity includes a sense of responsibility to lead, provide for and protect women.  

Leadership: Not Being Served – Starting, Bringing, Enabling, Serving, Deciding, providing & protecting

What does it mean to be female and not male?

If the man’s role is to lead, a woman’s role is obvious – to follow.  
And if the reason woman was created was to be a helper, then the other part of her role is to help.

Following
Biblical femininity involves a responsive, submissive attitude toward godly masculinity.  

We know that in the garden, before the fall, Adam was the leader in the marriage.  And since there was no strife, we can also assume that Eve was responsive to that leadership. 

The most important thing for us to understand about that is the woman’s role of following the man’s leadership is not so much a set of behaviors as much as it is a disposition.  

There are hundreds of specific behaviors that can be feminine or non-feminine depending on the attitude and disposition of the woman.

For example, doing what your husband says to do, or doing what your husband wants is not necessarily following his leadership.  

If he wants you to do something, and you do it with an angry attitude, or you somehow take revenge – obviously you are not submitting to his leadership.

Godly femininity is an inclination and a disposition toward following the man’s leadership.
You may be married to an unbelieving husband who is moving away from Christ and not toward Him.  Obviously you can’t follow in that area.  

However, just because your husband hasn’t achieved biblical masculinity doesn’t mean you have to sacrifice your femininity.  A godly woman will be one who wishes he would lead toward Christ so she could follow, and in any area where he is not leading her into sin, she is eager to respond.

If her husband demands that she sin, she must steadfastly refuse.  But she can still demonstrate her godly femininity and a submissive attitude by making it clear that she doesn’t like having to resist her husband’s will.

If part of being feminine means having a disposition to follow the man’s leadership, when a man fails to lead or leads in a wrong way, the godly woman doesn’t abandon her femininity.  

Her femininity remains intact in the form of a desire for things to be as God intended, and as a willingness and eagerness to be responsive to any worthy leadership that she can follow in good conscience.  

Even if a woman has a husband that is so evil he can’t be followed in any area – still she can have a godly attitude toward godly male leadership even if she never in her life experiences it firsthand. 

Secondly, not only following, but…
Helping

The woman is also a helper.  

Last week we found that she offers a special kind of help – A suitable helper is one who is uniquely equipped to enable a person to carry out the specific task that lies before him.

Her place is at her husband’s side – his co-laborer & partner, his soul bound up with hers in intimate union and combined effort with a single focus.

It’s a kind of help that could not be provided by any animal or even by another man.  

Think that through for a minute.  What kind of help does a man need in his life task that can be offered by a woman and not a man?  What do females have to offer than males don’t have?

Scripture points us to several things – most of which are obvious from the ways God made women different from men.

Children

The most obvious is in the part of man’s task that involves being fruitful and multiplying and filling the earth.  Clearly that’s a team effort.

And clearly God has designed women not only to bear children but to nurture them.  And that is seen in more areas than just the ability to nurse.  We talked last week about things like the different physiological effect the sound of a crying baby has on a woman, etc.

When God addressees Adam and Eve in ch.3 and applies the curse to each of them in their normal sphere of life, for man it has to do with working the field and for woman it had to do with bearing children.

Bearing children and working the fields are not the curse.  The curse is the pain that will now be associated with their primary sphere of involvement in man’s overall task.

And so we see that the woman’s primary sphere of involvement includes children.

“What about women who can’t have children?  Are they less fulfilled in life?”  I’ll discuss that when we talk about how all this applies to singles.

So God saw Eve’s primary sphere of involvement as being in the realm of childrearing.    

Closely connected with that is…
Homemaking 

The idea that a woman’s primary arena of operation is in the home is not chauvinistic.  

Tit.2:4-5  Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home... 

The term busy at home is oivkouroj.  It’s a compound word from oivkoj (home) and ouroj (watch over or guard).  

1Ti 5:14  So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes... 

So there is no question that while it’s the man’s role to take ultimate responsibility for the management of the entire household (1 Ti.3:5), it is specifically the woman’s area to care for, watch over, guard and manage the home.

Some women figure the man should do 50% of the housework.  That’s not a biblical attitude.  If a woman is overwhelmed with homemaking, of course it’s the man’s role to step in and help her and protect her from being burned-out or overwhelmed.   But in general, care for the home is placed under the woman.

That’s why God made women more concerned than men on average about the environment they live in.  

Men should be sensitive to this.  Men, next time your wife wants to spend some money to improve the aesthetics of the home, keep in mind that is part of her God-ordained role.

It’s part of being a homemaker.

Whoever was the first person to suggest that homemaking was somehow a menial or degrading pursuit should have his head examined.  

Can you think of any concept or any term in the English language that will have a more pleasant association to more people than the word “home.”  

What is home?  Home is where everyone in the United States immediately wanted to be on Tuesday morning last week.  When there is danger or disaster or excessive sorrow, you want to be at home.

Home is a place of safety, comfort, provision, warmth and love.  

·	A child who is upset wants nothing more than to go home. 
·	When I was subject to bullies in our neighborhood, I never felt safe outside, but once I walked through the doors of our home I was perfectly at rest. 
·	It’s where I went to eat, it’s where I went if it started raining or too cold, hot, windy, etc.  
·	If I got lost, the reason I was distressed was I couldn’t go home.
·	It’s fun to stay in a hotel once in a while, but it doesn’t take too many nights of that and you get so you want more than anything just to be home.
·	Kids at camp get homesick, but as much as kids love camp, I’ve never seen a kid get campsick.
·	Home is where you get home-cooking.
·	Home is where you can relax, and take off your shoes and be yourself.
·	Home is a place of rest.
·	
Now what on earth could possibly be a more noble pursuit than being a homemaker!  - to by the creator & maintainer of a place like that?

What possible line of reasoning could lead a person to the conclusion that it is more noble and meaningful and fulfilling for a woman to go out and sell widgets?  - or manufacture widgets, or broker big widget deals, or be the senior VP in charge of widget operations…?

I realize it doesn’t seem as exciting, because nobody pays you for it.  Our society doesn’t applaud or give you any awards on TV.

And it may not seem all that meaningful and significant and fulfilling to clean up the cat vomit for the 100th time, or pick up the same thing off the floor a dozen times in one day.

There are a lot of elements that seem futile – especially when you have young children and you have to put in a full 18 hour day just to get the house back to the way it was when you woke up.

But every job has its mundane aspects.  The important thing is what is the big picture being accomplished by those mundane things?  The creation of a home! – which enables the nurture of a family!

Think of the absurdity of the feminist line on this point: They say a woman can’t be fulfilled – and isn’t even fully human(!) – unless she occupies a position of headship.  That’s exactly the kind of worldly thinking that Jesus condemned in the chauvinists!

Look at the result of that in our society – there is a mass stampede for power, recognition, status, prestige, etc. by men and women who are trying to authenticate their importance through authority.

But the world’s reasoning is wrong.  Being in authority over someone doesn’t authenticate my personhood in any way.  Authority is not a privilege to be exploited to my advantage.   Authority is a responsibility to be borne for the benefit of others without regard for myself.

It’s ironic that the feminist theologians share the same premise as the chauvinists who are into male domination – the idea that my personal significance is measured by my rung on the ladder. 
 
I can understand why people in the world want to climb the ladder – given their philosophy of lording it over those under them, but in the Kingdom of God I don’t know why anyone would seek to be in a position of authority.

If God calls you to it, you should be willing to do it, and do it cheerfully and eagerly and enthusiastically.  But being in authority is a hardship, and if God doesn’t require it of you, I have no idea why anyone would seek it.

One last aspect of the helping role of a woman:
Companionship

That’s part of what it means to be a suitable helper.

It was not good for the man to be alone, and so God made a companion suitable for him.  Remember the paradox of the man and the woman being similar and different – the deeper and more profound unity that comes from harmony rather than mere unison?  

That’s the idea behind why a woman was needed to be the ideal companion rather than another man.

Women are not just recipients of strength from a man.  They are also givers of strength.  There is no greater source of strength to a man than a woman who exhibits godly femininity.  It is the most empowering, strengthening, edifying, motivating thing a man can experience.  

John Piper: When I was a boy growing up in Greenville, South Carolina, my father was away from home about two-thirds of every year. And while he preached across the country, we prayed--my mother and my older sister and 1. What I learned in those days was that my mother was omni-competent.

She handled the finances, paying all the bills and dealing with the bank and creditors. She once ran a little laundry business on the side. She was active on the park board. served as the superintendent of the Intermediate Department of our Southern Baptist church, and managed some real estate holdings.

She taught me how to cut the grass and splice electric cord and pull Bermuda grass by the roots and paint the eaves and shine the dining-room table with a shammy and drive a car and keep French fries from getting soggy in the cooking oil. She helped me with the maps in geography and showed me how to do a bibliography and work up a science project on static electricity and believe that Algebra II was possible. She dealt with the contractors when we added a basement and, more than once, put her hand to the shovel. It never occurred to me that there was anything she couldn’t do.

I heard one time that women don’t sweat, they glow. Not true. My mother sweated. It would drip off the end of her long, sharp nose. Sometimes she would blow it off when her hands were pushing the wheelbarrow full of peat moss. Or she would wipe it with her sleeve between the strokes of a swingblade. Mother was strong. I can remember her arms even today thirty years later. They were big, and in the summertime they were bronze.

But it never occurred to me to think of my mother and my father in the same category. Both were strong. Both were bright. Both were kind. Both would kiss me and both would spank me. Both were good with words. Both prayed with fervor and loved the Bible. But unmistakably my father was a man and my mother was a woman. They knew it and I knew it. And it was not mainly a biological fact. It was mainly a matter of personhood and relational dynamics.

When my father came home he was clearly the head of the house. He led in prayer at the table. He called the family together for devotions. He got us to Sunday School and worship. He drove the car. He guided the family to where we would sit. He made the decision to go to Howard Johnson’s for lunch. He led us to the table. He called for the waitress. He paid the check. He was the one we knew we would reckon with if we broke a family rule or were disrespectful to Mother. 
These were the happiest times for Mother. Oh, how she rejoiced to have Daddy home! She loved his leadership. Later I learned that the Bible calls this “submission.”

Submission is not a knuckling under to leadership, it’s a love for godly leadership  and an enabling & affirming of it.

Singles 

We have been speaking of the wife’s role in the terms of biblical femininity, and the husband’s role in the terms of biblical masculinity.  

If what it means to be male is to lead, provide for and protect a woman, and what it means to be female is to be submissive and responsive to a man’s leadership, what does that leave for singles?

Is a single woman less feminine than a married woman?  Is a man not fully masculine if he has no wife to love? 
 Some people feel like since sexuality is part of humanity, a person isn’t fully human unless he has a physical expression.

Are singles not fully human?

Who was the most fully human person who ever lived?  Who led the most meaningful human life in human history?  Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ never in His life experienced sexual intercourse.  He never experienced the intimacy of marriage.  

If anyone is more capable of having a meaningful spiritual existence, according to 1 Co.7, it’s the single person, who has an advantage in the area of undivided devotion to the Lord.  Paul wished everyone could experience the freedom for ministry that he enjoyed as a single person. (v.7)

Paul’s point in that chapter is that being single fits best the shortness of time.  Doing God’s work in this life is a momentary thing.  Advantages and opportunities come and go very quickly.

What is the application of everything we have been saying about masculinity and femininity for the single?  

You have not reached biblical masculinity unless you lead, provide and protect.  And you haven’t reached biblical femininity unless you follow, support, help and submit.

Can single people do that?  

Of course.  Of course it is possible for singles to act as males and females.  

When 1 Co.11 gives special instructions to women for expressing submission by their dress and mannerisms in public worship, that shows that biblical femininity is to be expressed to everyone – not just a husband.

Being male or female is obviously more than just the way you relate to your spouse.

If not, we would also have to say married people can’t be masculine or feminine when interacting with anyone but their spouse.

Being male or female is not just a reflex of marriage – it’s rooted in what you are by nature.

Of course there are differences in the expression of it.  Col.3:18 says Wives be submissive to your own husbands.  Obviously the way you relate to your spouse is much different than the way you relate to others.

But you should relate to everyone from the perspective of who you are.  If you are a female, you can be warm, compassionate, gentle and understanding toward everyone you meet.

Ada Lum: “I try to treat every man like I treat my two brothers.  I enjoy Leon and Dick.  I respect them.  I like to hear them talk about masculine things in masculine ways.  I am pleased when they treat me thoughtfully…With care and discretion a single woman can and should be a real woman to the men around her.”

A homemaker can be a homemaker regardless of who is in the home.  Any house or apartment requires homemaking.  As a woman you may desire warm, beautiful aesthetically pleasing surroundings regardless of whether or not a man lives there with you.

And you can even be responsive to male leadership in appropriate ways.  You can speak to men with respectful terms in ways that are fitting for the social context.

If you are a man, you can be strong but gentle in the way you interact with women.  You talk to a woman differently than the way you speak with a man.  

If I spoke to men the way I speak to women, it would seem odd.  If I spoke to women the way I speak with men, it may seem a little rough or insensitive.  

A man can show leadership and chivalry in appropriate ways to any woman, and a woman can be responsive to that in appropriate ways.

Even if I have a job with a female boss.  She is in authority over me, and I must be submissive and respectful to that authority in the limited realm of my job – but even there, I can behave in masculine ways, and she in feminine ways.  

As a man I can and should be chivalrous, and gentlemanly – and she can be respectfully responsive to that in a way that wouldn’t undermine the employer – employee relationship.  

As a man, I can and should take the responsibility to build protections in the workplace against the development of any kind of inappropriate intimacy with female colleagues.   

Mature men should act as protectors for all women – again, in appropriate ways, so that women don’t have to bear the full burden of trying to protect themselves from the advances of ill-behaved men.  

Mature men should step in and do that.  They should establish a pattern of behaviors and attitudes that enable men and women to move with freedom and ease and moral security among one another in the workplace.

This is something we should teach our kids.  Many of the problems people face as young adults stem from not knowing what it means to be male or female, and to express that in appropriate ways.

For example, for a man, an understanding of biblical masculinity will effect the way he responds to pornography.  He will see an image of a woman who is being exploited and if he has a strong sense of biblical masculinity his response will be to think, “My role is to be a protector for women.  I’m not going to take part in her exploitation.  I’m not going to be a party to her humiliation.  I’m going to think of her as one who needs protection, not one whom I can take from.

As children make the transition from childhood to adulthood during the teen years, so many of their problems stem from the fact that their picture of what it means to be a man or a woman is fuzzy.  

Biblical masculinity is strong and firm, yet gentle.   That’s a balance that must be learned.

I was reading this week about studies of teens who have gender confusion.  Studies have shown that most of the time, that happens when there is no father in the home in the early years.  

They found that if the father is removed before a boy reaches age 5, that boy will tend to become overly effeminate, but if he is removed after age 5 he will tend to become overly aggressive.

In a fallen world, biblical masculinity is not automatic.  There are parts of it that are instinctive (both the strength and the gentleness), but the appropriate balance is something that requires an example for a child to follow.

So many teens are never taught what true masculinity is, and the results are on the evening news.  They end up thinking masculinity is brutality.  And instead of protecting women, they exploit them.

Wife abuse, homosexuality, chauvinism, etc. are symptoms of misunderstood masculinity.

It works the same way with femininity.  Girls don’t automatically understand the difference between being beautiful and seductive.  

They dress in a way that gets a lot of looks, and they assume they are attractive when in reality they may just be sleazy, and they have no one to step in and explain the difference to them.

They don’t have anyone to explain to them the difference between guys looking at them and guys being attracted to them.

And they wonder why lots of guys look at them, but they seem to treat them with less respect.

Biblical femininity involves being responsive to biblical masculinity.  So when young girls don’t understand biblical femininity, they tend to be responsive to the wrong things.  

They tend to be responsive to guys who exploit them, and who subject them to spiritual danger rather than protect them.  

They tend to be responsive to guys who drag them away from Christ rather than lead them toward Christ.

I don’t know what it’s like for girls, but I know God has placed a very strong desire in the soul of boys to achieve manhood, and become a man.  No matter where you go, cultures have had rites of passage, so a boy can have a definite sense that he has crossed over to manhood.

But you and I know there is no rite that makes a boy a man.  And boys know that too.  You may be able to endure some painful thing, or a feat of strength, and still not be a man.

Someone once asked Bert Reynolds, back when he was at the height of his fame when he was kind of a macho icon, “When does a boy become a man?  When are you officially a man?"  

His answer: “When your daddy tells you you are.”  From the perspective of a boy, that’s true.  A boy learns manhood from his father. 

As parents, we need to take advantage of that drive a boy has to be a man, and use it to steer him toward biblical masculinity.  When he does something in line with the things we have discussed, encourage him by letting him know he is beginning to reach manhood.

I would guess that this is all true of girls too, judging from the fact that little girls love to dress up in high heel and put on makeup and do what they see adult women doing – God has also given them a desire to reach mature womanhood. 

We need to teach our children biblical manhood and womanhood.  And if we give them an accurate picture of what it is, it will save them many griefs.  

When they become teenagers, they will be less susceptible to temptations, because their strong desire for biblical masculinity and femininity will be more valuable to them than momentary pleasures – as long as they see those momentary pleasures as hindrances to manhood and womanhood rather than expressions of it.   

So the fact that God made you male and not female, or female and not male, is a crucial part of what He designed you to be, and to ignore your manhood or womanhood is to dishonor not only yourself but your Creator.  

It’s something that should find expression in every relationship, in every aspect of life.

It’s just that it’s most pronounced, obviously, in the marriage relationship.

When I gave the description of the kind of encouragement and strengthening and enablement that a wife can provide for her husband, maybe you are a woman and you are thinking, “I want to be that for my husband.  But I sense that I’m not.  

How can I do it?  What is the trick?  How can I use my unique, feminine characteristics to strengthen him and encourage him and cause him to delight in me?”

The answer is, you need to restore the intimacy of Gn.2.  And to do that, you have to understand how to reverse the results of Gn.3.

TT Gn.3

In Gn.3, two problems invaded human marriage: the loss of intimacy, and the distortion of biblical masculinity and femininity.  

Loss of Intimacy

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

The purpose of the fig leaves is to hide themselves from each other.  Later they try to hide their nakedness from the Lord, but here they are trying to hide it from one another.  

For the first time, shame is introduced into their relationship.  Now they have something to hide.

This is the first time intimacy gives way to privacy.  

There is no longer complete openness with each other.  That close intimacy that was so important to God, is now shattered.

This is the first problem that people in a fallen world face in a marriage.  As a result of the fall, we now have an awareness of our inadequacies, and we now have a self-consciousness.  

The result is we do like Adam and Eve – we try to hide what we are really like from one another.  We are not completely honest.

For two weeks we have seen how incredibly important it was to God for the man and the woman to have intimacy, closeness and oneness.  That is emphasized so heavily – it’s the main thrust of everything God teaches about marriage in Gn.2.  

Intimacy is the most critical part of the institution of marriage.

But when sin appears the intimacy is shattered and is eclipsed by a desire for privacy.

In the context of ch.2, think of what an inane concept privacy is.  Hide something from your own flesh?

Once sin enters the picture, intimacy and community suddenly become hard work – and risky, and dangerous.  I might be exposed and rejected, and so I begin to demand privacy.  

The more a person has to hide, the more he will demand privacy (hence our culture’s worship of privacy.)

I believe the need for privacy is a result of the fall.  Privacy is the enemy of intimacy.  You either maintain privacy or you enjoy intimacy.  

You are either like Adam and Eve before the fall – exposed to each another without any concern for hiding anything, or you are following the pattern after the fall and you retreat into your private world and leave your spouse locked out.  

Take an inventory of your thought life.  How much of what you think about – and how much of what you do – how much of your life is not shared by your spouse?

I’ve known some couples who keep separate bank accounts.  Some couples have separate life accounts.  They live together, and have some things in common, but mostly he has his life and she has hers.  That’s not intimacy.  That’s not marriage.

Two lives that intersect at the point of some common interests is a friendship.  

Two lives that intersect in a physical and emotional expression is a romance.  

But the kind of intimacy God designed for marriage is not lines intersecting, but one line – one life.  His soul bound together with hers.

Somehow we have to shift from privacy back to intimacy.

That’s not to say you don’t need some time alone – you do.  

It is to say that no part of your life is off-limits to one another.  If a letter comes addressed to you and your spouse opens it – if that bothers you, that may be a symptom of an intimacy problem.  Is she not welcome into that area of your life?

So how do we do it?  How do we get from where we are now to a true intimacy?  Some of you don’t even like your spouse.  How do you get from there back to Gn.2?

Four ways.  
(1) Pursue intimacy with God.
(2) Give yourself completely to your spouse.  
(3) Be willing to take the risk ourselves and 
(4) Do what we can to reduce the risk for our spouse.
Pursue intimacy with God

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day
lit. “in the wind of the day.”   Gabe: not a reference to a time of day, but like Job.38:1 where God answers Job out of the storm.  The idea is of coming in judgment.
, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
Now God asks a series of questions just as He does to Cain in ch.4.  These give us an idea of what it will be like to “give an account to God.”
After they sin and sew the fig leaves, the first thing they do is try to hide from God.  

You see, not only is their intimacy with one another shattered, but their intimacy with God is shattered at the same moment.

9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 
10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?" 
Ge 3:9-13
Adam said that he had hidden himself through fear of his nakedness, and thus sought to hide the sin behind its consequences, his disobedience behind the feeling of shame; this is not to be regarded as a sign of peculiar obduracy, but easily admits of a psychological explanation, viz., that at the time he actually thought more of his nakedness and shame than of his transgression of the divine command, and his consciousness of the effects of his sin was keener than his sense of the sin itself. To awaken the latter God said, "Who told thee that thou wast naked?" and asked him whether he had broken His command.
(Keil & Delitzsch.) 
12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 

The moment they are at odds with their Creator, they are at odds with one another.  Suddenly the man is blaming his wife for his sin.

Part of what hinders our intimacy with one another is a lack of intimacy with God.

How do we achieve intimacy with God?

The reason Jesus came was to answer that question.  Part of the reason He came was to reverse the curse.

First, He demonstrated His ability to reverse the curse with His miracles.  Then He actually bore the curse of God upon Himself on the cross Gal 3:13  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 
 
The curse won’t be completely eradicated until after Christ’s return. Ro 8:19-21  The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

But like all of the rest of what we call inaugurated eschatology, it is “already but not yet.”  That is, it is partially in effect even now for those who are in Christ.

So believers can take significant strides at returning to the paradise of Eden.

As believers, we now have peace with God.  We can be totally honest before Him.  As an unbeliever, it is impossible to know intimacy with God or have peace with God at all.  But for us, we have peace with God, and intimacy is possible.

When we choose to rebel, obviously that interrupts intimacy with God.  And any time there is something between you and Him, all your other relationships with people – especially your spouse, will malfunction.

Nothing could be more futile or ridiculous than trying to hide from God, or than trying to keep some area of your life hidden from God.   But that’s what we tend to do when we know we are not right with Him.

Our goal as Christians is not first and foremost to achieve obedience or reward or even salvation.  Our highest goal is to achieve intimacy with God.  That’s our pursuit – that’s the reason we want to be obedient to Him.  

When you think of loving God, I hope you don’t only think in terms of duty.  

I hope you think in terms of delighting in Him, because our relationship with Him is to be characterized by intimacy – an intimacy that is illustrated in this world only through an ideal marriage between a man and woman who deeply love each other.  

That’s the way God chose to illustrate the relationship between Christ and the Church.

Now, if it was so important to God that marriages be characterized by intimacy because they illustrate the relationship of Christ and the Church, how important do you think it is to Him that the Church itself have intimacy with Christ?

If the illustration is extremely important to God, how important must the reality be?

God doesn’t just want you to obey Him.  He doesn’t just want you to bow the knee to Him.  What He wants is for you to do those things out of a delight in Him.

In fact, not only does He want that – He requires it!  Ps.37:4 commands: Delight yourself in the LORD.

We are required to enjoy God.  And God even threatens terrible judgments upon us if we fail to enjoy Him:
Dt.28:47-48  Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, 48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you. 

So how do we do it?  You may be thinking, “I believe in Him.  I trust Him.  But I don’t have any sense of being close to him relationally, or enjoying any significant degree of intimacy with Him.”

Thanks to the fall, in this life we can never know the kind of intimacy Adam and Eve enjoyed with God in the garden, but we can enjoy an ever-increasing closeness with Him.

How?  The same way you achieve intimacy with any other person – you learn to delight in Him and you give Him occasion to delight in you.

He already delights in you if you have been born again.  
Eph.5:25 Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the Church.
Isa.43:3-7 I will give men in exchange for you…Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you…7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made." 
Acts 20:28 Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with His own blood.
Mal.3:17 calls us His treasured possession. 

There is no question, if you are a believer, God delights in you already.  But we give God even further occasion to take even more delight in us when we are obedient to Him.

Dt.30:9-14
The LORD will again delight in you… just as he delighted in your fathers, 10if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

11Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach.  (For the believer, Scripture promises that God will work in you to will and to act to bring about that very obedience.)  

So the reason we struggle with intimacy with God is not on the side of God delighting in us.  The hang up comes in our struggle to delight in God.  

As a result of our sin, our affections toward Him tend to be dull, lifeless, weak & fragile.

So how do I make them stronger, deeper, sharper, livelier?  

How do I make myself delight in God?  

It’s just like anything else – 
you learn to love great music by learning about the excellencies of great music.  

You learn to love great art by learning about the excellencies of great art.  
You learn to love great literature, by learning about the excellencies of great literature.  

So how would you think a person could go about developing a love for God?  By learning of His excellencies & perfections.

Even though he misapplied this truth in Job’s case, I think Eliphaz had it right in
Job 22:22,26
22Accept instruction from his mouth and lay up his words in your heart… 
26Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty and will lift up your face to God. 

Delighting in God results from  instruction about God.

Ps 43:3-4
Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me; let them bring me to your holy mountain, to the place where you dwell.  4Then will I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God

The Psalmist: When I learn of Him, I respond in praise because of delight.

Praise is the natural response of delight – almost an involuntary response.  A person who loves turkey dinners doesn’t have to discipline himself to talk about how wonderful the Thanksgiving meal is – it just comes out.

If you really love the fall, you love to see the leaves change, being in the forest, hearing the birds sing, etc. – then if you are going for a walk in the forest on a beautiful fall day, the more you enjoy it, the more automatic it will be that you start talking about how wonderful it all is.  

That’s what praise is – when you are talking about how wonderful something is, you are praising that thing.

If you want to learn to truly worship – don’t practice worshipping.  Don’t sign up for worship lessons.  Learn to delight in God more, and you won’t be able to hold the worship in.

How do you find intimacy with God?  Open up the pages of Scripture, and instead of just looking at all the words, instead of just putting in your time so you can say you did your reading, instead of just trying to find some clever new angle – make an all-out search for anything and everything you can learn about the excellencies and perfections of God.

And don’t make that an academic pursuit – realize your are thinking of a person.  I was thinking about this this week as I was reading Romans.

Ro.15:5
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 

I read that and thought, “Ah – direct information about God.  He is the type who gives endurance and encouragement.”

But we have to be careful.  You can do that in such a detached way that it doesn’t produce intimacy.  You might read that and skip right by it and think, “I already knew that fact.”

But the point isn’t just to put them in the list of facts you know.  The point is to think through its implications.  

If I’m trying to tell you about some person in the church whom I know well you don’t know very well but would like to get to know, and I say, “One thing about that guy is he just gives people endurance.  If you spend any time at all around him, you will find that you can handle anything life throws at you.”

How would your respond to that?  You wouldn’t just chalk that up as another factoid about that person, “So and so has the attribute of cultivating endurance in people.  That is a fact that is true about him.  I need to memorize that.”

No, while I was telling you that, you would be thinking not of a list of facts, but about that man.  

You would picture him in your mind, and you would think of your interactions with him in the past, and put this information into that context.  

You would think “Yeah, last week when he was saying ____ to me, that really did strengthen me, and come to think of it I was more able to endure things after that.”

You wouldn’t just learn the fact, you would think through what it means in practical terms – and if you didn’t know you would ask me – “What do you mean by that, that he gives endurance?”  

You would want to figure it out in practical terms.  And you would notice it more in the future.

That’s what we should do with what the Bible says about God.  What does it mean that God gives endurance?  How does He do it?  Why does He do it?  

If that’s such a major characteristic of God, maybe He did something today in my life along those lines – let’s see, what kinds of things happened today?

Then every minute of every day, as much as is possible, seek to make the connections between what you know to be true about God with what you experience in every day life.  

Making those connections is the key to having a sense of intimacy with God.

You turn on the news and hear about war, you drive down the road and a rock kicks up and breaks your windshield, you plan an event and it’s beautiful, sunny weather, you plan another event and it rains cats and dogs… Every one of those things must be interpreted in light of what you know to be true about the perfections and excellencies of God.  

And the more you practice doing that, the more you will experience God and see Him at work throughout each day.  And the more you see Him, the more you will love Him, and take delight in Him.

And once you delight in Him, you will delight in obeying Him, serving Him, praising Him, speaking of Him, etc.

That is intimacy with God.  And out of that will flow intimacy with your spouse.  Without that, true intimacy with your spouse will be impossible.

I have counseled a lot of people with marriage problems, and never yet have I found a marriage problem that wasn’t caused by some spiritual problem.  The solution to every marriage problem is always spiritual growth, and greater intimacy with God.

So step one to recovering intimacy in marriage is to pursue intimacy with God.


Benediction: 
1Ki 8:56-61  "Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people …57May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he never leave us nor forsake us. 58May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in all his ways… 60so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the LORD is God and that there is no other.

