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Introduction
Every man has experienced the sensation of walking on eggshells with his wife, and still getting in trouble no matter what he says or does. And every wife has experienced a husband who thinks he’s walking on eggshells, but in reality is driving a steamroller over her every day. Why?  Many believe it is because of the differences between men and women, but I don’t agree.  There differences between men and worms, but I have never once been in a fight with a worm.
	Just like any problem we have, the reason there are difficulties in marriage is because of sin and a departure from the biblical model. This study is not a catalogue of things I’ve learned from my years of marriage. Nor is it a summary of the best books I’ve read on marriage. The only goal of this study is to delve into finding out what Scripture says.  

Why are wives to submit?  And what does that mean?  Does that mean they are to serve their husbands?  Is it just in decision making?  What if you always agree on major decisions? And what about families where the woman is more equipped to be a leader than the man? No one can argue that throughout human history women have been not only poorly treated, but marginalized, relegated to non-human status, used, abused, treated as nothing more than property, taken advantage of, brutalized, and humiliated. Obviously, Scripture speaks out strongly against all that, but don’t commands like “Submit yourselves to your husbands” and “the woman was created for the man” etc. serve to encourage those kinds of negative things? Some people believe the Bible’s statements about women are the cause of much of the chauvinism that has existed through the centuries. Is that true?  An if not, where did it all come from?  
	It didn’t come from Paul or Christianity.  It came from the fall. When God cursed the serpent in Gn.3, He said to the woman, Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you. The word desire and rule are both very negative terms.  Desire means to desire to dominate, and rule means to subjugate, suppress, overcome. So the consequence of sin on the relationship between men and woman is, the sinful woman will seek to dominate and control her husband, but she will lose that battle and her sinful husband will dominate her instead. So male domination of females and female subservience is the result of the fall, it is sin, and right at the beginning of the Bible it’s stated as the problem that needs fixing.  
And since it came from the fall and the curse, there is only one solution to it. Human counseling techniques won’t help, women’s lib movements won’t help, legislation won’t help, education won’t help, demonstrations won’t help – There is one way and one way only out of this mess, and it is for the curse that caused it to be reversed. 

Let’s begin by taking a look at the way things were before the fall, so we know the ideal that we are trying to restore.  

The purpose of Genesis 2: to show us the ideal marriage
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 

The word man, here, is used in the generic sense meaning humans, including both male and female.  We know this, because He says let them rule. So when the Bible first introduces man and woman, it just said that He made them in His image, and they are to rule…over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
	So far everything that has been said has to do with their relationship to the rest of the creation and to their Creator, but nothing about their relationship to each other.
28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air …
	Those are not commands, but blessings.  It doesn’t say, “And God commanded them, be fruitful and multiply…”  The point here isn’t to tell them what they have to do, but to give them a wonderful blessing. (Many Christians treat the ability to procreate like a disease that we must have protection against.  But the biblical perspective is to view children as a blessing.)

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day. 

So far we have God creating human beings – male and female, who are in His image, and who receive exactly the same blessings, including the role of subduing and ruling over the animals and the rest of the earth. So the only thing we can say thus far is you have two people who are to function as co-regents over the earth. 
Now comes ch.2, which zooms in on day 6, when man was created and the garden was formed.  This chapter tells us something of the relationship between the man and woman.  Some people have wondered what the purpose of Gn.2 is.  That’s easy – it’s to teach about marriage. Why do we have marriage?  Why do we have this custom of a man and a woman getting together, leaving other relationships, and being united together for a lifelong union? Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. People often ask, “Why are Gn.1 and Gn.2 so different?”  Because ch.1 is designed to teach about the creation, and ch.2 is designed to teach about marriage. Not only does v.24 show us that this is to teach us about marriage in our day, but so do the numerous NT references to this chapter – especially Jesus.  When He was asked about when divorce is permitted, His answer was “Haven’t you read..” and then quoted Gn.1.  So Jesus made it clear that Gn.1&2 is the model for modern marriage.  It is to teach us the origin of marriage, and to instruct us as to what marriage is to be.
	In ch.1, all Moses did was mention the creation of human beings without giving details.  Now we get some detail, and as it turns out, the man and woman were not created at the same time. This is unique, by the way.  During ancient times the other nations has creation myths they had developed to explain various things.  But none of them contained a separate account of the creation of women.
The Importance of the Woman
2:8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone.
So there was a period after Adam was created, and before Eve came along, when Adam was alone.  He had fellowship with God, and all the animals were all around him, and he was just living the single life carrying out the task God had given him. He was the most single of any single who ever lived. And that was not good, which comes as a startling statement.  There is no sin yet – only the work of God.  And so far we have heard “It is good” over and over. And when we keep reading “It is good” we may tend to think, “Well, of course.”  So we are shocked to watch God create a situation and then say “It is not good.” 
	God had created something that was incomplete.  This wasn’t an oversight.  He did it purposely, in order to teach us a very important truth. In fact, everything God created, He created incomplete, so that it needed something else to complete it and enable it to function. First He made the sea, then He created all the fish and sea creatures to fill the sea. He made the sky, then He created the sun, moon, stars and heavenly bodies to fill the sky. He made the dry land, then He created all the plants and animals to fill the dry land. Then He made man.  And man, by himself was not good.  A world with males and no females is as empty as a sterile ocean or a completely empty, black sky.

The word alone (dB;). In this context There are two other definitions of this Hebrew word, but neither fit the context as well as this definition. 
1. a state of safety and security
Is that the meaning here?  That the man was safe and secure because there were no women?  Hardly.  We know the word is not used here in a positive way, because it says it’s something that is not good.
2. Distinct, holy, clearly separated from others (used this way often of Israel, or of special animals that were separated from the others). 
That’s closer to the idea.  Adam had animals all around him, but he was so different – so distinct from them, that he was isolated. this word refers to “a solitary, desolate, sad, afflicted condition” (Wilson) It’s the kind of term you would use to describe someone marooned on an island or lost in a desert hundreds of miles from anywhere – that kind of alone. In fact, the word “marooned” isn’t a bad way to translate the word when it is used in this sense. And it really doesn’t take much of an imagination to picture in your mind the profound loneliness that would result from not only being unmarried and having no friends, and not only being all by yourself your whole life, but to be the only human being in existence!
	I believe there is a reason why God allowed this interlude of a situation that was not good to exist temporarily in the midst of His otherwise fully good creating.  The point is for us to realize what a bleak existence it would be in a world without women. We know that because God solved this “not good” situation by creating the woman.  God could have created a bunch more men, and I’m sure Adam would have had a great time hanging out with them. But that’s not what God did.  It’s what God would have done if that had been the best solution to the problem, but it wasn’t.
What is a Helper?
In verse 18 God sees the “not good” situation of Adam and solves it by saying, “I will make a helper.” What is the woman’s role?  To be a helper.   
It’s crucial at this point that we understand the Hebrew word translated “helper.” It is not like our English word “helper.” (A woman might read that and say “Wow, how romantic is that – I’m his assistant.”)
	What does it mean that woman is man’s helper? 1Co 11:9 says man was not created for woman, but woman for man.  Why do women exist?  The woman was created for the man.  Women are literally God’s gift to man.
What specific need did man have that is met by the woman?  Was it a need to fulfill sexual drives?  A need for someone to help with housekeeping?  What was it? The answer is in the word translated “helper" (rz<[e) is a Hebrew concept that is not communicated very well by the English term, "helper." When I hear the word "helper," I tend to think of a little kid ("You are such a good little helper").  If that’s how you interpret this, you will find it demeaning.  We think of a helper as an assistant – or a secretary or gopher, or errand boy. None of that comes anywhere close to the idea of this term.
	This Hebrew word means “provider of relief or aid, as one who succors the miserable and destitute”  It’s always the idea of helping the helpless, and most of the time helping them because of the fact that they are in a miserable condition. It is never used in the sense of assisting to make a project easier (like an office manager who hires an assistant to take some of the load off him), but it is assisting in order to make a task possible.  The point is, without the helper, the task can’t be done.
	This exact word is never used of men.  It is used here of women, and all the rest of the times it is used of God. There are some cases in the historical books when the verb form is used to refer to an army helping another army that was at risk of being routed, but all the rest of the 110 times it appears refer to God. Probably the best translation would be “a rescuer.”  The idea is that when a person is in desperate striates, because he is facing some problem that is overwhelming and threatening and too much for him to handle, he needs someone to come bail him out.  He needs a rescuer – a helper. 
It's the word in Psalm 121 - I lift my eyes up to the mountains, where does my help come from?  My help comes from You..." The most desperate of all possible conditions is being in trouble and having no one to help.  When the Bible really wants to describe someone who is in dire straits, it uses this term and says “He had no helper.” 
Psalms 22:11  Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no helper. 
Psalms 107:12  So he subjected them to bitter labor; they stumbled, and there was no helper. 
Nothing will move the heart of God in compassion more than seeing someone who has no helper.  
Psalms 72:12  For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no helper. 
2 Kings 14:26  The LORD had seen how bitterly everyone in Israel, whether slave or free, was suffering; there was no helper.  27 And since the LORD had not said he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven, he saved them
So here being without a helper means being on the verge of going out of existence. There is a fascinating use of this term in Isaiah 63:5, where it says that God is without a helper.  He is utterly without help.  Anything He wants done, He has to accomplish on His own. That’s one way we are very different than God.  Ecc.4:10   If one falls down, his friend can help him.  But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him! For human beings, solitude is helplessness.  Human beings need other human beings.  
	So you can see that yes, Eve was created for Adam, because he needed a helper – someone to rescue him – someone to come along and make what was an impossible task, possible. It has nothing whatsoever to do with the satisfaction of appetites, or a servant or anything like that.
	This has always been an easy concept for me to understand.  Before Tracy and I were married, I was hired as a youth pastor of a church in Illinois.  Tracy helped me with that ministry, and after 6 months of that it was patently obvious to me that God had called me to a task that I was not capable of doing without Tracy. I was like Adam.  And my situation was desperate in the sense that my Creator was requiring of me a task that was not doable by me alone.  I needed someone to come along and make that task possible – a helper. 
	God designed most men Keep in mind, this is a passage designed to teach about marriage.  I don’t think this necessarily applies to single people.  Not everyone needs a helper.  Adam did, and men in general do, but once in a while God calls someone to a task that can be accomplished without a helper (like Paul). In fact, that was true of all of us.  From the time you were born until the day you were married, your calling was a calling that didn’t require a spouse.  During that time you had the gift of singleness, and could carry on without a spouse. in such a way that they will come to a point in life when they need a helper.  And not just any helper, but one that is suitable for him (v.18). That phrase is literally “according to in front of him” or a helper who “corresponds to what was in front of him” It’s a puzzling word that is only used here, so we are at a loss to know for sure exactly what it means.  But I believe in the context, the point of it is that she is a helper who is equipped according to what was in front of Adam, and what was in front of Adam was the task God had given Adam.
	God told him to rule the earth and subdue it.  After God told him that he was marooned – desperately alone and in need of help – not help from some animal or even another man, but help from someone whose general makeup and resources corresponded to the task Adam was given but couldn’t fulfill on his own.
19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field.  But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 
God doesn’t bring all the animals to Adam – just the higher ones.  The ones closest to him in kind, but still none could come to his rescue.

One Flesh: The Man’s Delight in the Woman
21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep
Man does not get to see the creative work of God.  What is taking place is to sacred – like Moses who was put into the cave as the Lord passed by. There are certain times when God acts and wants to make it crystal clear that man is contributing nothing to what is being done, and so He will put the man into a deep sleep. This happens to Abraham, 15:12; the covenant with Jacob, 28:11).

and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. (There is no pain or gore.  God maintains the beauty of the scene.) 
God could form anything He wants out of nothing.  So there must be a reason why He sometimes starts with some material.  

22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man,

Adam was marooned – desperately alone and in need of help, and so God sent a helper designed specifically to enable Adam to carry out his task. None of the animals would do.  An ox could pull a plow, and a horse could get him from place to place, but that’s not the kind of help he needed. He needed someone who could relate to him, support him.  He needed another intelligent mind to converse with. He needed someone who had resources he didn’t have. He needed someone who was capable of showing compassion, who could strengthen & encourage. If what Adam needed was a servant, an animal would do – or maybe another man.  But that’s not what he needed.  He didn’t need a servant; he needed a wife.  He needed a female human being.
	And she is created from his side. She is not taken from his head, to be over him.  And she is not taken from his feet, to be trampled upon by him.  She is taken from his side, to be equal with him, from under his arm to be cared for and protected by him, and from near his heart to be loved by him. An old song used to say, “A woman’s place in this old world is under some man’s thumb.”  No, for a married woman, her place is at her husband’s side – his co-laborer & partner, his soul bound up with hers in intimate union and combined effort with a single focus.

and he brought her to the man. 
Adam has a very excited response.  He takes one look at this new creation of God, and breaks out in perfect Hebrew poetry.

23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called `woman, 'for she was taken out of man." 

What comes out of Adam’s mouth as soon as he sees her is a two-beat tricolon and a three-beat by-colon (3 twos followed by 2 threes).
And the man said, 
This at last is 
bone of my bone 
and flesh of my flesh 
this will be called "isha" (woman)
for from "ish" (man) was taken this

There is parallelism (lines 2&3 and 4&5), there is assonance and word play (ish and isha), there is verbal repetition (The very first word is “this” and the last word is “this” – focusing all attention on this amazing new creation). There is even a chiasmus (ABC C’B’A’). All that in v.23.  Not bad for speaking off the top of his head. God’s design for marriage is very clear – the man is to take extreme emotional delight in the woman. That is confirmed in Prov 5:18-19 May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your youth. 19 A loving doe, a graceful deer — may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be captivated by her love. A man should not have to discipline himself to spend time with his wife. He should take so much delight in her that he has to discipline himself not to get so carried away with her that he neglects his work. 
One Flesh: Your Closest Relative
Adam’s entire comment focuses on the fact that she came out of him. Man was formed from the dust, but woman from flesh.  God didn’t make her out of dust, because He wanted to demonstrate the profound unity in marriage.

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 
This is not Adam’s comment (there was no such thing as father and mother then).  This is the narrator’s comment.  Comments from the narrator are always important keys as to the purpose of the passage.

The phrase “one flesh” is not just talking about the sexual union, or the children that result (although those are part of it).  It’s a statement about the closeness of the relation.
	It’s interesting that Moses doesn’t say, “This is why a woman leaves her father and mother…” because in Moses’ day, when a couple was married, they lived with the man’s parents, and were joined to that clan. The point is not so much about geographical leaving as much as a shift in priorities. It’s an amazing thing that happens when a couple gets married.  Usually “blood is thicker than water.”  Your blood relationships are always your first priority. But when people get married, that bond is closer than any other relationship. In the Spring of 1988, I had never met Tracy.  I wasn’t aware that she existed.  Less than 30 months later, when we were married, she was a higher priority in my life than my siblings or even my parents! It seems strange that your closest relative is your spouse.  
We think of close relatives in terms of how much of the same “blood” we share.  A first cousin is closer than a second cousin, a brother is closer than an uncle, etc.  But the closest of all family members is your spouse – who has a completely different bloodline. Why is that?  How did that ever come to be? My children are close relatives to me, because they are my own flesh and blood.  They are made up of half my genes and half Tracy's. But think of how closely Eve was related to Adam – closer than a son or daughter, because it wasn’t 50% of her genetic material that came from him, but 100%. And what this passage is teaching is that when you get married, God makes you as closely related to your spouse as Adam was to Eve.  
	And this is an especially dramatic statement in the cultural context of ancient Israel, where the commitment to one’s parents was a much greater priority than it is in our culture. God intended right from the beginning that the marriage relationship should be the highest priority, and there must be a decisive break with the rest of your family when you get married.  If we depart from that model at all, we just invite trouble.  
	Some people can’t seem to cut loose from the apron strings.  And some parents make it hard.  They refuse to let go, and they interfere by trying to continue to parent their child even after marriage.  
	That seems to be one of the hardest things for parents, yet it’s crucial.  If you want to have a close relationship with your adult kids throughout your life, then step back when they get married. Tracy and I enjoy a wonderful relationship have with my parents. That came to pass as a result of tremendous wisdom on my parents’ part.  When we were married, overnight they went from just treating me as their son, to seeing me as another adult into whose life they should only come by invitation. They stepped way back, and gave us plenty of time to establish our home.  They were always there for us, but never interfered in any way. Then, after some years past, and our marriage was solid and beginning to mature, Tracy and I sort of migrated back into closer and closer contact with them.
	On the other hand you probably know couples whose parents have become a thorn in their side.  Their parents want so desperately to be close with them and to maintain the same influence, that they become a burden and a problem, and cause the couple to move farther and farther away. I think new couples, if they have parents who do not have the wisdom to step aside for a while, should do whatever it takes to leave their father and mother and be united to one another – even if it means making a move, not returning all the phone calls, etc.  
One Flesh: Intimacy
25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
The form of this word Hitpael implies reciprocity – they did not feel embarrassment or shame between each another.  (Hamilton)
	In our culture, we tend to always associate nakedness with some sexual connotation.  In ancient times, however, it was associated more with either poverty or embarrassment.  In fact, of all the times the word appears in the Bible, it always speaks of either humiliation or poverty.  The word is never used in any sexual context.
	The point here is that there was no humiliation or embarrassment - they were completely comfortable in each other’s presence.  It requires a very special kind of relationship where you can be at your most vulnerable, and still be completely at rest and comfortable with someone else. 
I think this goes beyond just physical exposure to point out that Adam and Eve were completely open and exposed to one another in every way without any self-consciousness, embarrassment, concern about protecting themselves, or having anything at all to hide.  There was no sense in which they were ill at ease with each another.
	The reason we are not completely open with one another is because of the risk of being hurt.  A person who doesn’t know you and rejects you doesn’t really hurt you much.  But if the person who knows you best rejects you, that really hurts.  The more you open yourself up to someone, the more potential they have to hurt you, and for that reason we develop protective layers we use most of the time when interacting with people.  And we don'’ really "let our hair down” unless we are in the company of people we really trust.
	So the reason they had no inhibitions was because there was no risk of rejection.   The reason you get embarrassed is because your inadequacies are exposed.  A guy who is way over weight might feel embarrassed to take off his shirt at the beach, but a guy who is fit & muscular feels fine about it. In Adam and Eve’s case there was no feeling of being self-conscious about their inadequacies, because there were none.   They were both created good (Hebrew: TOV). So the picture is of total intimacy, which is achieved only when there is absolutely no danger in a relationship.  Danger is always the killer of intimacy, because it makes trust impossible. If expressing my feelings to you is dangerous – if it might result in me being mocked or ridiculed or gossiped about, then I won’t ever tell you my feelings. If telling you my opinions might result in me getting shot down, I won’t talk to you about my opinions.   If getting into a conversation with you about the deep desires of my heart puts me at risk of being looked down upon by you, I won’t bring that up. The more danger there is, and the less I can trust you, the more our relationship will have to stay at the surface level. The only way there can be intimacy is if either I’m willing to risk being hurt or you are utterly safe for me to open up to.
	In our fallen world, there is no such thing as a person who is totally safe, and so we can only enjoy intimacy in proportion to how much we are willing to risk getting hurt. But that’s not how it was in the garden.  There was absolutely no risk, and so there was intimacy in that relationship beyond anything any of us have ever known.
If you were under the impression that according to the Bible the primary purpose of marriage is procreation or sexual fulfillment or whatever – you need to consider the fact that when God gave us the sacred Scriptures to reveal Himself to us, the very first chapter was about Him creating everything, and the second chapter was about intimacy in marriage. It is that important to God that we achieve true, relational oneness in our marriages.
The Primacy of Man
Was marriage before the fall completely egalitarian?  Or is there any indication of the primacy of Adam? God never created an organization involving people without authority.  I don’t believe the purpose of authority is simply to deal with sin. Scripture itself points out a few things regarding the primacy of the man.
1.	In this passage we see Adam name Eve.  In Scripture, the right to name implies some authority.
The NT also points out some things:
2.	Adam was created first (1 Tim.2:13)
3.	The woman came from the man (1 Cor.11:8)
4.	The woman was made for the man (1 Cor.11:9)
When we look into the garden before the fall we see a beautiful partnership, a beautiful intimacy, and beautiful harmony.  There is no domination, no strife of any kind. But that’s not to say there was no leadership or submission.   Adam was created first, and given a task (v.15) before Eve existed.  The task is the man’s task. Then God provides the woman to enable the man to carry out his task.  So the woman was created for the man not in the sense that she exists for his enjoyment (I’m sure they enjoyed one another, but that’s not the point).  She was created for him in the sense that she was supposed to help him follow through on what he was called to do. That’s a little different than if God had created them at the same moment, and then given them both the task.
	So if we carry it into our day, we understand that the norm is that God gives a man a task – a task that he can’t do on his own, and then provides a wife who enables him to carry it out. In my case, the task God gave me in the Church was to be a pastor.  At home it was to raise a family.  In my neighborhood it was to be salt and light. Tracy’s calling, then, is to help me fulfill my role as pastor, to help raise a family, and to help this family be salt and light to the community.
	There are countless different situations and variations and emphases in different families, and God may call some wives to have other jobs for various reasons, but if you are a married woman, and you think the only way for you to have meaning and fulfillment and importance in life is to have a career separate from your husband’s, you are grossly mistaken. The world will try to tell you that you are only important if you do things in isolation from your husband.  If you strike out on your own and get some job somewhere, that has meaning.  But if you work in partnership with your husband, that’s demeaning. What kind of reasoning is that?  All it is is Satan’s lie designed to generate discontent with God’s beautiful plan.  Satan wants to isolate us from one another, and the last thing he wants is for us to have any success in accomplishing what God has called us to do.  So if he can break up the team in a marriage, and get the couple’s energies going in completely different directions, and occupy their lives with things that are so different that the couple has nothing in common, and nothing to talk about, he can do great damage to Christian families and to the kingdom of God.
	If God has a task to be done, and He designed a man and woman to be able to accomplish it through an intimate partnership, if that man and woman join forces in that task – there will be success and fulfillment beyond anything we could pursue by any other means. The intimacy between Tracy and I has always been a function of our ministry.  Over the years there have been varying degrees of involvement she could have with what I was doing at church.  She always supported me and helped me, but sometimes in more direct ways than others. And it has always been in those times when she was most directly involved that our marriage was the strongest.  We have so much to talk about.  We are excited by the same things, concerned about the same things and anxious about the same things. She has the same passion I do about our ministry.  If we are talking and I bring up the subject of some aspect of our ministry, she has been thinking about that too, and we have a conversation where no one has to pretend to be interested.
	Very often wives complain because their husbands don’t talk to them enough.  Sometimes that’s because he can’t talk to you about the things he really cares about, because you have so little involvement in those things that you wouldn’t be able to relate to anything he might say about it. To whatever degree it’s possible, a wife should try to stay as up to speed as she can with what is going on for her husband at work, so she can support him in that area of life. But more importantly, I really think the common ground will tend to come from your work together in the Body of Christ.
	Some men might complain, “My wife doesn’t support me in my calling” and they aren’t even carrying out their calling.  Your wife is a helper to enable you to do your task.  If you aren’t even working at carrying out your task, not only are you leaving the body of Christ crippled in that area, but you are making intimacy in marriage that much harder.
	This is hard for people in our culture to take, because we are big into individualism and autonomy.  We are so afraid of losing our precious identity (whatever that is).  It is now common in weddings to have a candle ceremony where they light a center candle, but they don’t blow the other two out.  That’s supposed to symbolize the fact that they are not about to give up their personal identity and autonomy. But the only identity we have that’s worth having is being that person you were created to be.  And if you were created to be part of a team, there is no honor in minimizing that so you can go out on your own and establish your own personal sense of identity.   
	Anyone in sports understands that when the individual players put their career ahead of the team, the team will start loosing.  The best way to advance your career if you are a football player is for your team to win all the time. If you are married, you are part of a team.  The team’s objective is to accomplish the man’s calling.  Meaning and fulfillment and identity will all come when you, as a team, carry out that calling. And if that seems to you demeaning, think of the Holy Spirit, who has this role with respect to Christ – or Christ, who has this role with respect to God.  It is a mark of honor, not dishonor.

The Road Back to Eden
All that is God’s idea of paradise.  That’s the ideal.  So how do we get back to that?  How do we reverse the havoc played on our relationships by the curse?  How do we restore that Garden of Eden type intimacy?  What should we do if we just can’t seem to make the separation in our minds between submission & authority, which are beautiful, lovely and fulfilling, and subservience and dominance, which are the result of the fall and are sinful, ugly and demeaning? That is the topic for next week.   






