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The Spirit-Filled Life: part 4   

“Give thanks for that?” 
Eph.5:20   
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We are studying the concept of the filling by the Spirit in 5:18, and we found that vv.19-21 describe what the filling by the Spirit looks like. And what it looks like is a life of great joy!

be filled by the Spirit. 19 Speaking to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Singing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Jonathan Edwards: “God is glorified not only by His glory's being seen, but by its being rejoiced in.” The Christian life is to be a joyful life. 
	Joy, in and of itself, does not necessarily glorify God. Joy glorifies whatever it is that is being rejoiced over. If you take delight in pornography, that glorifies pornography. If you rejoice in God’s gifts without reference to God, that glorifies the creation. If you rejoice in God, that glorifies God.
	We also discussed the fact that for worship to qualify as worship it must be consciously directed to God, and it must come from the heart. John Piper commented on that in what I think is a very insightful way: “The essence of Christian worship is not mere liturgical actions - or any other kind - but an inner, authentic valuing of God in the heart. Let me mention here that this does not mean that worship is authentic only when you are red-hot for God. It can mean that when you are not red-hot, your heart feels a longing for the passion that you once knew or want to know more of. That longing, offered to God, is also worship. Or it can mean remorse that even the longing is gone, and you are scarcely able to feel anything but sadness that you don't feel what you should.  That remorse, offered to God, is also worship. It says to God that he is the only hope for what you need. So don't have an all-or-nothing attitude about worship. The heart can be real even if it is not as enflamed with zeal as it ought to be - which it never is in this life.” 
Worship from the heart doesn’t mean perfect worship. It just means genuine worship. Sometimes we are too quick to beat up on ourselves over any point of weakness, and we are blind to the progress being made. If you have been discouraged by this study because you feel you fall short of where you really ought to be, I want to encourage you with the fact that the command in v.18 is a present tense. If it were in the perfect tense it would imply some completed action. If it were in the aorist tense it might point to a single accomplishment. But the Greek present tense points to ongoing action. The text says nothing about how full you are supposed to be. Paul doesn’t say, “Make it your goal to get above the 80% mark.” He just says “Be being continuously kept filled by the Spirit.” This is great news for the struggling believer – or the immature believer, or the weak believer. The issue isn’t what you’ve attained. The issue isn’t about your past. The issue is always only about right now. The filling of the Spirit is never an issue of the future or the past.  The only question is, “What are you doing right now?” Take a look at your life right now and see if it is full of joy. If you’re being filled by the Spirit you will be speaking to us in all kinds of spiritual songs, and offering heartfelt, joyful worship to God…

20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

This is another one of the several passages in Ephesians where the subject matter is so important and transcendent; the whole Trinity is referred to. The filling by the Spirit is marked by giving thanks to the Father in the name of the Son. And today’s passage is another reason why I think systematic, verse-by-verse expository preaching is so important. I just preached about thanksgiving a few weeks ago – back in v.4. In my own human wisdom I would normally think this is way too soon to preach on that topic again. But if God decided to bring it up twice in only 17 verses, evidently He wants it to be re-emphasized. So that’s what we are going to do today. Back in v.4 we learned that thanksgiving is the solution to idolatry of the heart. When we have sexual greed or any other kind of greed in our lives, the root problem is idolatry of the heart. We are looking to the creation for that which we should look to receive from God. And the solution to that kind of idolatry is gratitude. The more I recognize God’s gifts of love and respond with love, the less I’m going to struggle with greed in my heart. Now he brings up the topic of gratitude again, but this time he focuses in on the mechanics of exactly how gratitude works. In v.4 we saw the purpose of gratitude (it’s the solution to greed). Here we learn what gratitude looks like - the nuts and bolts of the grateful life.
In v.20 we see 4 Aspects of thanksgiving:
1. When? 
2. For What? 
3. How? 
4. To Whom? 

1. When? (always)
The first question about thanksgiving is When? And that question is answered in the very first word of v.20 – always. That means there is never a time when we are not to be expressing gratitude to God. Not many people would argue with that.
2. For What? (everything)
The next question is For what do we give thanks? And the answer to that is also pretty simple: for everything. And it amazes me how many people want to argue with that.

Even Bad Things?
I think about half of the commentaries tried to make a case for not giving thanks for some things. Their argument is that we should not thank God for things He despises.  They say, “Why would we thank God for some painful trial? If we hear about some innocent little child who gets violently abused, are we to thank God for that? Should we thank God for terrorist attacks? Should we thank God for people being deceived through false teachers and rejecting Christ and dying and going to hell? God has made it clear in His Word that He despises those things and is fighting in a war against those things. So wouldn’t it be an insult to God to thank Him for something He is fighting against? That’s their reasoning. And so they say what this verse really means is we should give thanks only for the things we consider to be good. And if you ask those people how that squares with this verse, they will say, “We are to give thanks at all times. That means I am to be thankful in all circumstances, but not for all circumstances.” Some people really have a tough time thanking God for the things that they don’t like. And so they can take the pressure off if they can figure a way to make this verse say we should only thank God for the things we like. But that leaves us with the question of what we are to think of the things that happen to us that we don’t like.

Problems with that view
If I am required to thank God for all the good things, but I shouldn’t thank Him for the bad things, that doesn’t take pressure off me. That puts more pressure on me. Because I have to constantly discern which things to be thankful for. If it snows today should I thank God or not? It will give us much-needed moisture. Lots of people will go skiing. But others will get in car accidents and get injured. Others will die. How do I decide whether or not to be thankful? 
Or take an example that’s more clearly evil. Suppose a woman is raped or some other horrible trial. James 1 tells us to consider it pure joy whenever we face trials.  So are we to consider them pure joy, but we shouldn’t be thankful for them? How about if someone rejects the Gospel? Should we be thankful for that? What about Jesus? What kinds of things was He thankful for? In Lk.10 Jesus addresses the problem of people who are blinded to the truth. Even people who, from a worldly point of view are wise and educated, in so many cases are completely blind to the truth. And I can tell you why that is. It’s the work of the devil. They are blind because, according to 2 Cor 4:4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel The reason unbelievers are blinded to the truth is because of the wicked work of the devil, who blinds their minds. And Jesus knew that, and He gave His opinion about it in Lk.10. When Jesus saw people being blinded to the truth and rejecting Him, this was His reaction:  

Luke 10:21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.  

If Jesus would have only read the commentaries, He would have known better than to thank God for a bad thing. Right? The fact that Jesus thanked God for something like that presents a real problem for people who say we shouldn’t thank God for bad things. It also presents a problem for those who say those kinds of things don’t come from God. Because when Jesus thanks God the Father for something, that implies that thing came from God the Father. But we know spiritual blindness comes from the devil. So how do we explain that? Is it possible for something to come from the devil and still be from God?

Which things come from God?
I think the best way to sort all this out is to determine exactly which things come from God. We know that God only does good things, right?  So once we can determine for sure if something came from God we can be assured that it is a good thing.
Deut 32:4 His works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
That verse says all 4 of those things must be true of everything God does.  So if we can determine for sure if something came from God, we can be assured that it is perfect, just, it is not wrong, and it is upright. If you get something that is perfect, just, not wrong and upright, there’s no question that is something we should be thankful for. So all we have to do now is determine which things come from God. Scripture gives us a lot of information about that. We can start in James 1:17 where it says every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father. So anything that is good in any way comes from God. And in that context, James is making the point that temptation does not come from God.

He says, “When tempted, don’t say, ‘God is tempting me’… because every good and perfect gift is from above…and God doesn’t change like shifting shadows.”

The point of all that is if God has always given good gifts in the past, He’s not going to start giving bad things, such as temptation, now. So, all good things come from God, and only good things come from God. What else does Scripture say comes from God? Verses 6,7 show us 7 specific things that come from God.
Read 1 Sam 2:6-7
So life, resurrection, wealth and exaltation all come from God. And death, poverty and humiliation also come from God.
Read 1 Sam 18:10-11
 (see also 16:15-23)
So at least in Saul’s case, evil spirits came from God. Another thing that comes from God is the decisions of a king.

Prov 21:1
The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD;
he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases. 

Any time someone in authority makes a decision, or his heart goes one way or the other, that’s from God. One example of that is in 2 Chron 10:15.  Back in 1 Kings God had spoken through the prophet Ahijah and announced that the kingdom of Israel would be divided in two, and ten tribes would go off and form their own nation with their own king. (1 Ki.11:29-33) So the kingdom was going to be divided. But how was that going to happen? It would happen as a result of Rehoboam rejecting wise counsel and following foolish counsel, which angered the people, causing them to rebel. All the older, wiser counselors told him, “Treat the people well and they will be loyal to you.” And Rehoboam’s young buddies all told him, “No, be heavy handed with them.” And he ended up listening to that foolish counsel. So after three days the people came back to get his answer.

2 Chron 10:13-15 The king answered them harshly. Rejecting the advice of the elders, 14 he followed the advice of the young men and said, "My father made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions." 15 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was from God, to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken (through the prophet).

So the actions of evil dictators who oppress people with terrible human rights violations are another thing that come from God. Job affirmed that all his troubles came from God.

Read Job 2:10
Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" 
That verse has caused so many headaches for the prosperity preachers I’ve actually heard some of them say Job wasn’t in the Spirit when he said that, and he was wrong to say it. They say, “Accusing God of being behind what happened to him amounts to slander against God.” But the Lord knew people would react that way, so look at the very next sentence:

In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 

Job was right. Both the good and the trouble came from God. What trouble is Job talking about? He’s talking about everything that had just happened to him:
	The murder of his servants and the theft of his livestock by the Sabeans and Chaldeans

The supernatural disaster that killed his sheep (fire from heaven)
The death of all his children 
In response to all that Job said, “The Lord has taken away” and in the next verse Scripture says Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. (1:21,22) Then Job got horribly sick, with sores from head to toe. And that’s when Job said to his complaining wife, Shall we accept good from God and not trouble?
So what did Job get from God?
	Sickness

poverty
the theft of his livestock
the death of his servants and children

In Gen 50:20 Joseph said to his brothers:
You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.

The “it” Joseph is referring to was their selling him into slavery, which resulted in him being falsely accused and falsely imprisoned. So, let’s review. What kinds of things come from God?
	theft

humiliation 
mistreatment by family members
slavery
false accusation
false imprisonment 
poverty
oppression 
human rights violations
Sickness
death
tormenting evil spirits 
the loss children
spiritual blindness to the gospel

All that comes from God. Now, don’t forget James 1. We shouldn’t accuse God of enticing anyone to evil, because He has always given good gifts and His character never changes. Don’t forget Dt.32:4, which says God only does things that are perfect, just, not wrong, and upright.. And don’t forget Job 1:22, which says it is sin to charge God with wrongdoing. So how do we put those things together?  On the one hand God sends all those painful things. And on the other hand He only does things that are good, perfect, just and upright. And He never does anything that is wrong. How can we reconcile that? We know that things like theft and murder and rejection of the Gospel are sinful. So how can we say they come from God, and yet God is never guilty of any sin?
There are only two possibilities:
	The Bible is contradicting itself

God’s role in the evil things that happen is only good.
The first one isn’t an option for anyone who believes the whole Bible is God-breathed. So that leaves us with the second option. When evil things happen, ultimately the cause of that action is God (even though there are other secondary causes). But while the secondary causes may be doing evil, God’s role is only good and never evil. Is it possible for two people to both cause a single event, and one of them is doing evil while the other is doing good? Sure. Any illustration I come up with will be imperfect, because we don’t control things like God controls things. But even an imperfect illustration might help. Suppose you are riding in the car with someone who wants to kill you.  He has a seatbelt and air bag, and you have neither. As you are driving, suddenly, at exactly the same moment, you both grab the steering wheel, and steer the car off the road into a terrible crash that you both know will probably kill you, but not him. You both did the exact same action with the exact same result – turned the wheel, causing the crash.  The difference is, the only reason he did it was to harm you. But the only reason you did it was because you saw a little child in the middle of the road, and you would rather crash than run over the child. So you both did the exact same action. But your role in it was only good and righteous – giving your life to save a stranger. The other guy did exactly the same thing you did, causing the same action and bringing the same result, but what he was doing was only evil. So you can see it’s possible for two different people to both be the cause of some action, and one of them is doing something good while the other one is doing something evil. God is the ultimate, primary cause of everything that ever happens. And yet God is never the source of any evil. When evil things take place, God is the ultimate cause of that event, but not of the evil. What God is accomplishing is only good. And the evil that is being done comes only from secondary causes like Satan or other people. And that is clearly seen in each of the examples I gave you from Scripture.
            What caused King Saul’s torment?  It was the evil actions of an evil spirit. That spirit was the cause of Saul’s trouble. But he was only a secondary cause. The ultimate primary cause was God. Ultimately, Scripture says, that spirit was from God. I’m sure the spirit was acting on his own free will, but ultimately the fact that the spirit was doing what he was doing was from God.  The evil spirit was carrying out evil, but God was using that to do a good that was greater than the evil. The demon probably didn’t realize it, but he was playing right into God’s hand, and accomplishing God’s purpose. So both the demon and God grabbed the steering wheel and swerved the car in the same direction, but the demon was swerving to harm Saul, and God was swerving to do good. And the demon accomplished his evil, and God accomplished His good in the same action. When Rehoboam rejected wise counsel and mistreated the people, he was the secondary cause, turning his own heart toward evil and doing something bad. But the ultimate cause was God. None of the evil came from God, but the outcome came from God. So even though Rehoboam acted on his own free will, still Scripture can say this turn of events was from God.  Rehoboam was still culpable and responsible for the evil he did, and he deserved to be punished... Because even though God was the ultimate cause, Rehoboam acted on his own free will. Both God and Rehoboam grabbed the wheel, but God was swerving to fulfill His perfect plan as announced in prophecy, and Rehoboam was swerving to carry out the malice in his heart. The book of Job is very clear that all Job’s suffering came from God. And yet, the secondary cause was the devil. It’s correct to say the devil did all that to Job, and it’s correct to say God did all that to Job. But what Satan was doing was evil, and what God was doing was only good. And that’s exactly what Gen 50:20 says about the ones who were responsible to what happened to Joseph: they meant it for evil and God meant it for good. In the exact same action – both God and the brothers grabbed the steering wheel, but God was swerving to save the nation of Israel and the brothers were swerving to punish their brother. 
            At this point you might be thinking, “Maybe God is in control of things that are a little bit evil, but what about things that are really, really, really wicked?” “Surely God isn’t the cause of those, is He?” Well, let’s think about it. What is the most wicked, evil, sinful thing that could possibly take place? What is the most vile, heinous sin that has ever been committed? I think we could all agree there has never been any sin more evil than the murder of the Lord Jesus Christ. What could possibly be worse than crucifying the Son of God? If there were ever a time when God backed off and just completely turned over control to evil people and wasn’t involved at all, you would think that would be the time. So who was ultimately responsible for the crucifixion? Did God have His hand on the wheel then? We know Jesus had His hand on the wheel.

John 10:17-18 I lay down my life-only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.

When Jesus said no one takes it from Me does that mean no one killed Jesus? Of course not. The Roman soldiers killed Jesus.  So if the chief priests turned handed Jesus over to be killed, and the Roman soldiers killed Him, what does Jesus mean when He says, “No one takes My life from Me?” What He means is that even though those people were a very real secondary cause, Jesus Himself was the ultimate cause. They were guilty because they chose by their own free will to kill Him. However ultimately the primary cause was Jesus Himself. That’s one point where my steering wheel illustration breaks down. In the steering wheel illustration there is not an ultimate cause and a secondary cause. So don’t try to press that analogy too far. But there can be no question that the death of Jesus was caused by evil men doing the most wicked thing men have ever done. And by God who was doing the most wonderful act of love and salvation ever done – in the very same action.

Acts 2:23 This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

Acts 4:27-28 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.

How does He do it?
So how does God do this? In some cases that question is easy to answer. How did God manage to bring about what He wanted to happen to Job? All God needed to do was let Satan loose. God knew that Satan would do exactly what He had planned, so if God just let him loose to do the evil he wanted to do, God’s good purpose would be accomplished. When an evil person wants to do something evil, God will never, ever allow him to do it unless that evil action will serve to fulfill God’s perfect plan. If someone wants to burglarize your house, it will never, ever happen unless that burglary will serve to accomplish God’s perfect plan for you. “But how does God see to it that the evil person does the very thing that will fit into His plan?” I don’t know. Php.2:12 says God works in people to will and to act.

Prov 16:9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. 

How, exactly does God do that? I don’t know.  I suspect that answer to that question is way over our heads. For example, the Bible says God hardened Pharaoh’s heart. How did God do that? Did he force Pharaoh against his will to harden his heart? No – the Bible also says Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Did God get Pharaoh (and Judas) to do what they did by enticing them toward evil? Did God exert direct influence on them to draw them toward sin? No!

James 1:13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone

God never exerts direct influence on anyone toward evil. He will allow secondary causes to exert an influence toward evil. But the only pressure that God directly exerts upon a person is pressure to do what is right. There are times when He will stop exerting that pressure, and allow an evil heart to plunge into evil. But that is only a release, not a shove (or even an enticement). So the question of whether something is from God is really a silly question. 
            So, what comes from God? Everything. Even the worst things from Satan are ultimately from God. And understanding all that will help us understand what we should be thankful for. You should be thankful for absolutely every single thing that happens. Because everything that happens is ultimately from God, and God only does good things. So if you loose your job, you should be thankful to God that you lost your job. If you loose a loved one, you should be thankful to God you lost that loved one. If you get raped or abused, you should be thankful to God that happened to you. If you get crucified on a cross, you should be thankful to God for that. When God’s Word says, “Always be thankful for all things,” it means Always be thankful for all things. If God wanted to say, “Be thankful in spite of bad things” He could have said that. If He meant to say, “Be thankful in the midst of all things” He could have said that. What He said was that the Spirit-filled person is continually giving thanks at all times for (huper) all things. So the bottom line in this whole discussion is this: You can be thankful for absolutely everything that ever happens to you because of two things:
	Everything that happens is ultimately from God

God only does good things.
So when do you give thanks? Always. For what do you give thanks? Everything.

3. To Whom? (the Father)

20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything 

Our gratitude should be directed to God the Father. Generally speaking, most prayer is to be directed to the Father.  Jesus taught us to begin praying by saying, “Our Father in heaven…” (Mt.6:9) And the vast majority of the prayers in Scripture – especially prayers of thanks, are directed to God the Father. That’s why whenever I pray, my default beginning to a prayer is always to address the Father. That’s not to say there is anything wrong with praying to the Son or the Holy Spirit if you have something to say specifically to one of them. In fact, I was able to find one place in Scripture where someone prayed a prayer of thanks directed to Jesus.
1 Tim 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.
Jesus personally appointed Paul as an Apostle, and here Paul thanks Him for that. But that’s not the norm. Most often gratitude is directed to God the Father through Jesus Christ.
Rom 1:8 I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you 
And that’s exactly what we see in this passage, which brings us to our fourth question. When do we give thanks? Always. For what? Everything. To whom? The Father  Then one last question – How do we give thanks?

4. How? (in the name of Jesus)
The last part of v.20 is so easy for us to gloss over.

20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are to do it in the name of Christ.  Let’s not gloss over that. If it weren’t important it wouldn’t be in the Bible. That means we do it through His authority.  There is no worship that is acceptable to God unless it is offered through Christ.  God can only be approached through Christ – even for thanksgiving. Not even our heartfelt gratitude is acceptable to God except through Christ.

The parallel passage in Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

One of the marks of the Spirit-filled person is that he not only gives thanks, but that he does so in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  People in the world offer thanks all the time. It’s amazing. As secular as our culture is, their second-biggest holiday of the year (if you measure by how many days off they take)  is Thanksgiving.  Based on how much energy we put into celebrating the holiday, you would think that giving thanks is a huge priority in our culture. And right around Thanksgiving Day you will hear people all over the media and everywhere else talking about being thankful. They will go on and on about how thankful they are. And they will talk at length about what they are thankful for. What they don’t say much about is who they are thankful to, which is interesting. Because gratitude is mostly about the person you are grateful to. Eliminate the giver from the picture and what you have is not really gratitude. Just because I’m thrilled to have something doesn’t mean I’m grateful for it. If you go out and buy me a car, and I’m absolutely thrilled to have the car, but I have no response toward you at all – that’s not gratitude.  It’s just me being happy about my car. When Thanksgiving Day comes and everyone is saying, “I’m thankful for my family, and I’m thankful for my job, and I’m thankful for freedom, etc.”  - Very often all they really mean is they like having all those things. They aren’t talking about any kind of joyful response in a love relationship with the Giver of those things. They aren’t talking about seeing each one of those things as a message from God that says, “I love you” and then responding back to Him, “I love you too God.” When they say they are “thankful,” they don’t really mean they are having the response of a little child at Christmas who gets a gift and then runs up to the giver to give him the biggest, tightest hug he can. That’s not really what they have in mind, and you can tell that by the fact that the Giver is almost never mentioned. And even in the rare occasions where they say, “I thank God for all these things”- Even then, very often, all they really mean by that is they recognize that fate has “smiled” on them so to speak. They want to make some kind of stab at humility and acknowledge that much of what they have is not really their own doing. And so they use the word “God” in the same way we might use the word “good fortune” or “good luck.” That’s still not gratitude. Gratitude is a response in a love relationship to a specific person.  And gratitude is more focused on the love behind the gift than it is on the gift itself.   If someone bought you a car and all you cared about was the car – that’s not gratitude. But if you were overwhelmed with the love that would motivate a gift like that. If you said to yourself, “I really like the car, but much more than that, it’s the thought that really counts. “It’s the thought and the love behind this gift that really amazes me and makes me want to respond with a gesture of love…” That gesture is what gratitude is. Gratitude is the gesture of love that comes in response to a gesture of love. Gratitude is not just making a list of things about your life that you like. Gratitude is much more than just saying, “I’m thankful for my family and for my country and for this food…” Gratitude is looking at the lunch sitting in front of you, and saying in your heart, “I’m glad for the food, but much more than that it’s the thought that really counts…” When you talk about being thankful for your family – you say “I’m glad to have people who love me, but much more than that, God, it’s the thought that counts.” “Lord, you were sitting up there in heaven, You loved me, specifically, as an individual, and You began thinking about how to express Your love for me…” “And the idea you came up with was to create a group of people for me to live with who love me.” It’s the thought that counts. Lord, I’m glad to have this family, or this food, or this house, or this church. But much more I’m thrilled about the fact that those things are nothing but tokens and expressions of Your love. And once you think that way, and your whole soul turns back to God with some kind of expression that means, “I love You too Lord,” that’s gratitude.

Only Through Christ
And that can only happen through Jesus Christ. No one who is in the world can do that. No unbeliever can have any kind of love exchange with God, because that can only take place through Jesus Christ. God is so holy and pure – so utterly separated from sin, that no interaction with Him is possible for a sinful being. The only way to interact directly with an infinitely Holy God is to be perfectly holy yourself – without even any hint of any trace of impurity of any kind. You have to be perfectly righteous and infinitely holy in His sight before there can be any kind of relationship or love exchange. And since we are all vile, wretched sinners, the only way we can stand before God as perfectly righteous is through Jesus Christ.  What has to happen is a legal declaration in heaven that you are officially, legally righteous and perfectly holy before God. “How can God declare me to be legally righteous when in reality I’m sinful?” How can a just God do that? I can see how an ignorant judge could declare a guilty person innocent, but how could a perfect Judge do that? The only way is if all my guilt is transferred to someone else, and someone else’s perfection is transferred to my account. And the only possible way that can happen is through Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, throughout His entire life on earth, never sinned. He was, and is to this day, sinlessly perfect. He is the only human being to ever be perfect. Throughout eternity past Jesus existed in heaven as God the Son. And 2000 years ago He decided to come into this world and take on human flesh. The reason He did that was so He could take upon Himself our guilt, and then suffer the wrath of God to pay the penalty for all that sin. But that payment of the penalty is not  applied to every human being.  The only way it can be applied to a person is if that person turns to Jesus Christ in faith – entrusting his entire life to Him and embracing Him as Lord – bowing to His authority. That’s the response of faith. And when a person does that – and only when a person does that, does God the Father, at that very moment, transfer your sins to Jesus’ account (which means they are paid for), and transfer His perfection to your account. Only at that moment does He declare you righteous in His sight. And only then can there be any kind of personal exchange of love between you and God. And since the process of God giving a gift and you responding with gratitude is an exchange of love between you and God, it can’t happen unless you have been justified. And that only happens through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
            What does the filling by the Spirit look like in practical terms? It’s a life of joy. And that joy is seen not only in our fellowship (speaking to one another in song). And not only in worship – singing from our hearts to God. But that joy is also seen in a life full of thanksgiving – a constant stream of love responses to God’s love at all times, for absolutely everything, through the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Benediction: 
Heb.6:18-20  God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.

Review Questions:
1. Are we to give thanks even for evil things?
2. What about things that come from Satan?
3. Is God ever the Source of evil in any sense?

