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Portrait of a Godly Young Woman Titus 2:4-5a
Husband Lovers, Children Lovers Self-Controlled & Pure

You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted too much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

Paul tells Titus to teach the older women three things. To be…
	godly in their demeanor 
	in control of their tongue 

in control of their flesh

If you are reverent and God-fearing in your demeanor, you have control of what comes out of your mouth, and you are in command of the appetites of your flesh, you are qualified to teach what is good.  The only people who are qualified to teach virtue are people who are virtuous. That’s not to say you have to be perfect.  Everyone has failed in these areas in the past.  The issue is not the sins you’ve committed in the past, but what your heart is like now.  If you have really blown it in one of these areas in the past, you can serve as a godly example of how to recover from failure.  That is a lesson many young women are desperately in need of.  So many people have a serious failure or a string of failures over some period of time, and just give up.  They become depressed, they obsess about their failure, and they give up.  People like that need to see your example of Pr.24:16 though a righteous man falls seven times, he rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity. That verse is talking about calamity, not specifically about sin, but it applies to the calamity of sin.  A righteous man or woman might fall again and again (the #7 represents completeness), but he keeps getting up.  But the wicked come to a point where it just brings them down for good.

4 Then they can train the younger women 

We had some discussion last Sunday night over whose responsibility it is to initiate this teaching.  Younger ladies, you can’t expect the older women to just walk up to you out of the blue and say, “Here, let me give you a lesson.”  You need to seek out their advice.  And older women, much of what you need to teach requires some kind of relationship with the younger women.  Who’s going to initiate that?  You are the one who is more mature, and so you are the most likely candidate to approach the younger women to establish a friendship. Most younger women are desperate for close friendships, and it usually doesn’t occur to them to see that in older women.  They always think it has to be someone their own age.  In our last church Tracy’s best friend was in her 80s.  That was a wonderful friendship going both directions.  

Very often when people get old, they begin to think they don’t have much to offer, because they have physical limitations.  But sometimes older people make the best friends.  I’ve had elderly people tell me that when younger people take an interest in them, it means a lot to them.  So should it be the younger women or older women who initiate this?  Whose responsibility is it?  Yours.  Regardless of who the logical candidate is, you are the only one you have control over.

Now let’s talk about the content of what is to me taught to the younger women.  First I want to give you a little bit of cultural context, and hopefully after that I can read this text to you, and instead of it sounding like a problem passage, it will sound like music to your ears.

Feminism

The Strategic Place of the Family

Very high on the priority list of Satan is the destruction of the family.  God has promised to bless two institutions.  
There are millions of wonderful organizations:  
	Parachurch groups, 

Bible studies
Missions organizations
Youth clubs
Men’s groups
Women’s groups
Recovery groups…

But there are only two institutions God has promised to bless: the Church and the family.  And since those two institutions are the conduits through which God has chosen to bestow grace, you can bet those are priorities #s 1&2 on Satan’s list to attack.  And you don’t have to be a rocket scientist to see the onslaught he is bringing on the family.  If God has chosen the family to be the means by which godliness is passed from generation to generation, Satan knows that if he can just dismantle the family, he can inflict long-term damage.  Dragging people into sin one at a time is too slow.  If he can shut off the proliferation of a godly heritage, and just prevent millions of people in future generations from growing up in a godly home, that will be much more effective.  So the attack is on.  And there is nothing subtle about it.  

Probably the most devastating attack on the family throughout the ages has come through radical feminism.  I realize there are millions of women who consider themselves feminists just because they are for equal pay for equal work, respectful treatment of women, fairness in the workplace, etc.  If those are the things you care about, fine.  But don’t attach yourself to a godless, satanic movement like radical feminism.  Things like respectful treatment of women or fairness are not what the leaders of the feminist movement are after.  What they are after is the complete destruction of the family and the abolition of the roles God has ordained for men and women and children.  It’s not just a group of ladies who are tired of doing household chores and want a little freedom and dignity.  It is an all-out attack on the family and, ultimately, on God.  And that’s not just my assessment.  That’s what they themselves admit.  If you doubt that, listen to these quotes from recognized leaders of the feminist movement:

Marriage

Betty Friedan, founder of NOW, wrote "The Feminine Mystique," in which she said the traditional family is a "comfortable concentration camp" from which women must be liberated.  That book propagates the idea that if a woman chooses to be a housewife, that is a pathology rather than as a choice any healthy woman could make.

Sheila Cronin, one of the feminist movement’s most respected leaders and spokeswomen said, "Since marriage constitutes slavery for women, it is clear that the women's movement must concentrate on attacking this institution. Freedom for women cannot be won without the abolition of marriage"

Robin Morgan: "We can't destroy the inequities between men and women until we destroy marriage." -from Sisterhood Is Powerful, Robin Morgan (ed), 1970, p.537.   

The Declaration of Feminism," November 1971:
"Marriage has existed for the benefit of men; and has been a legally sanctioned method of control over women.... We must work to destroy it.  The end of the institution of marriage is a necessary condition for the liberation of women. Therefore it is important for us to encourage women to leave their husbands and not to live individually with men... All of history must be re-written in terms of oppression of women. We must go back to ancient female religions like witchcraft." 


Children
Margaret Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood: "The most merciful thing a large family can do to one of its infant members is to kill it." (Margaret Sanger, in "Women and the New Rage," p.67.) 

Molly Yard: ``I consider the Chinese government's (forced abortion) policy among the most intelligent in the world'' Gary Bauer, ``Abetting Coercion in China,'' ``The Washington Times,'' Oct. 10, 1989. 

Dr. Mary Jo Bane, assistant professor of education at Wellesley College: 
`In order to raise children with equality, we must take them away from families and communally raise them'' Dr. Mary Jo Bane, assistant professor of education at Wellesley College and associate director of the school's Center for Research on Woman 

(If that reminds you of Hillary Clinton’s book “It Takes a Village,” that’s no surprise.  That’s where she went to college).

Here’s how the feminists would have you think about your children:

Andrea Dworkin: “Under patriarchy, every woman's son is her potential betrayer and also the inevitable rapist or exploiter of another woman." ...."for a woman, the home is the most dangerous place in the world!" .... "The traditional flowers of courtship are the traditional flowers of the grave, delivered to the victim before the kill. The cadaver is dressed up and made up and laid down and ritually violated and consecrated to an eternity of being used." .... "I want to see a man beaten to a bloody pulp with a high-heel shoved in his mouth, like an apple in the mouth of a pig"....." 
Men
They don’t make any apology about their hatred for men.
Robin Morgan, Ms. Magazine Editor: "I feel that 'man-hating' is an honorable and viable political act, that the oppressed have a right to class-hatred against the class that is oppressing them." 
Marilyn French, Author; and advisor to Al Gore's Presidential Campaign: "All men are rapists and that's all they are." 
(These women believe all heterosexual intercourse is rape – consensual or not.)
Sex
NOW has always had the goal of converting as many women as possible to lesbianism.  That’s why you read in the NOW times: 
"The simple fact is that every woman must be willing to be identified as a lesbian to be fully feminist." National NOW Times, Jan.1988 
Shulamith Firestone: "The incest taboo can be destroyed only by destroying the nuclear family as the primary institution of the culture. The nuclear family is the school of values in a sexist, sexually repressed society...   The alternative to the nuclear family at the moment is the extended family or the tribe. The growth of tribe is part of the process of destroying particularized roles and fixed erotic identity." Shulamith Firestone - The Dialectics of Sex   She’s saying we need to get rid of the concept of fixed erotic identity – where you have a fixed concept of whether or not you are a male who goes together with a female or vice-versa.  And the only way to get rid of that is to get rid of the nuclear family, because that’s where these values are passed on.  (She’s exactly right on that point).

And so the attack on the Biblical Roles for Women is especially fierce.

Biblical Roles for Women
Vivian Gornick, feminist author: "Being a housewife is an illegitimate profession... The choice to serve and be protected and plan towards being a family-maker is a choice that shouldn't be. The heart of radical feminism is to change that." Vivian Gornick, University of Illinois, "The Daily Illini," April 25, 1981.  

Why do they care?  Why does Vivian Gornick care if you want to devote your life to being a housewife?  They claim to be all about freedom for women – why do they heap such scorn on women who want to be wives and mothers and homemakers?  If all the feminists want is civil treatment of women, why would they be so violently opposed to Promise Keepers?  It’s because of who is driving this movement: Satan.  

You need to understand that the roots of modern feminism come from ancient Gnostics, which glorified women.  I won’t get into the details, but the ancient Gnostics taught that all matter is evil, because it’s male, created by a male god.  And all spirit is good, because it’s female.  In fact, they taught that Eve and the serpent were heroes who rescued the man from YHWH, whom they taught was a stupid, bungling sub-god who, in his stupidity, created matter.  The true Christ, who is feminine, was in the serpent in the Garden.  The physical Jesus, who was male, was a joke.  The true Christ laughed at the physical Jesus when he was hanging on the cross.  You see, at the heart of the feminist movement are paganism and a violent, deep, hatred for the true God.  Those ancient Gnostic beliefs are repeated almost verbatim in the rhetoric of modern feminism.

God
Gloria Steinem, of Ms. Magazine:
"By the year 2000 we will, I hope, raise our children to believe in human potential, not God." Gloria Steinem, Saturday Review of Education, March 1973

Annie Laurie Gaylor:
``Let's forget about the mythical Jesus and look for encouragement, solace, and inspiration from real women.... Two thousand years of patriarchal rule under the shadow of the cross ought to be enough to turn women toward the feminist `salvation' of this world'' Annie Laurie Gaylor, ``Feminist Salvation,'' ``The Humanist,'' July/August 1988, p. 37. 

Feminism in the church

And the church, which has all but lost its will to use discernment, has begun to embrace feminism – right down to its pagan roots.  And lest you think Gnosticism is just an ancient religion that died out hundreds of years ago, let me remind of about the Re-imagining conference of 1993.  I remember that, because I was in a United Methodist Church at the time (which means my offering money was going to support this).  1700 women came together for this conference sponsored by the PSUSA, UMC and ELCA as well as some other mainline denominations, and they worshipped the goddess Sophia, whom they called "Our Maker Sophia."  They had a mock communion ritual called "Milk and Honey" calling for Sophia's aid in replacing the traditional Christianity.  And homosexuality was openly and enthusiastically affirmed. One of the conference speakers, Dr. Delores Williams of Union Theological Seminary shouted: “We don’t need to hear about somebody hanging on a cross, and blood dripping, and all that stuff.” And when she said that, the audience exploded in applause.  

At another conference the women chanted: "The earth is a woman, and she rises. We all live in her." The Enemy Within," Kathleen Howley, Catholic World Report,June 1996, p. 57.  (By the way, that reference to the earth is a reminder that this whole movement has ties to the environmentalist movement as well.  In Al Gore’s book, Earth in the Balance, Ecology and the Human Spirit.  He expresses his belief in the connectedness of all things and the great value of all religions, and his hope that ancient pagan goddess worship will help bring us planetary and personal salvation. Pp.259-261  He said Christianity has all but abolished pagan goddess worship, which is a bad thing.  We need to return to that.

At another Bible conference a tenured professor at Boston College (who is also a lesbian and a witch), spoke and said, "What's all this biblical bulls--t?" She is cheered by the crowd of seminarians, ministers, and Bible scholars. Spirit Wars, p. 183  That Re-Imagining became an annual event, and a speaker at the 4th one invited the audience of several hundred Christian women, many of them ordained ministers, to bite into the apples available on their tables. "Let us bite into the apple in celebration, for we, like Eve, are created to know."  That’s right out of Gnosticism – they worship the serpent in the garden. The same conference featured a "goddess wall" with reproductions of 33 ancient and modern goddesses which Christians could now adopt as their own personal concepts of deity. Re-Imagining Revisited," by Diane Knippers, Good News, January/February 1997, p. 28

If the Church can’t see how important the family is to God, Satan can, and that’s why he has made such a concerted attack against the family and male and female roles non-stop from the Garden of Eden right up to Sept. ’03. And this same feminist movement was going on in Paul’s day.  And that’s why you see so many places in the NT where the God-given roles in the family are reinforced. 

George Gilder, himself a former feminist writer, now exposes the agenda of the feminist movement:
“The revolutionary members of the women’s movement…say that our sexual relationships are fundamental to all other institutions and activities.  If one could profoundly change the relations between the sexes, they contend, one could radically and unrecognizably transform the society.” cited in MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Titus, Moody Press, Chicago, 1996, p.82

They are right.  They know that if they change the roles of men and women, they change the whole culture.  They can destroy the Church’s ability to pass godliness on from one generation to the next.  So to a very significant degree, the battle for every generation is waged upon the young women.  It’s a battle for the hearts of the young women.  They are the ones who have more influence than anyone on the next generation, and Satan knows that (and so do the feminists).  If the enemy can drag them out of their God-ordained places of influence, he can affect an entire generation. 

[Not only that, but he can do great harm to those women in the process.  The result of all this freedom that has been promised by the feminists has been what is now known as the feminization of poverty.  Thanks to the feminists we now have no-fault divorce, which, instead of giving women the promised freedom and dignity, has just made them and their children poor in vast numbers.  On average, divorced women experience a 73% decline in their standard of living in their first year after divorce(!)  And the husband experiences a 42% rise in his standard of living. Lenore Whitesman The Divorce Revolution, the Unexpected Social and Economic Consequences for Women and Children in America. ]

God knew all that.  He’s known from the beginning the damage that would be done when His roles for men and women are twisted or ignored.  So when Paul summarizes what we need to teach the young women, here’s what he says:

4 train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 

What a beautiful contrast to the disgusting, godless, satanic fountain of sewage flowing out of the mouths of the feminists.  Very few verses in the Bible will make our culture angrier than Titus 2:4,5 (which is why you won’t hear them preached very often).  Our world hates that message.  The woman’s role is to love her husband, love her children, to be busy in the home and to be submissive to her husband?

That is offensive to the world.  But when you understand the satanic roots of the effort to overturn these roles, and you see the massive damage that is done when they are twisted around, the words of these verse become beautiful.  People say Paul was anti-women, but wherever his teaching has gone, womanhood has been exalted and women have been honored.

Just compare the way women are treated in cultures with a Christian heritage to places that have rejected Christianity (like China, with their foot-binding, or the Muslim world, with their indescribable mistreatment of women).  

Nothing honors women more than God’s standard for women.  We have all our own ideas about what brings true honor, but none of that means anything in the real world of eternal things.  The only way to achieve true significance and fulfillment is to fulfill the purpose for which your Creator created you.

Younger Women

Love Husbands
to love their husbands 

If you want to have a huge, widespread ministry that the women of our culture will flock to hear, just proclaim a message about freedom.  Tell women they are free.  Tell them they are released from the shackles of their responsibilities, and loosed from the constraints of family.  Tell them they are out from under any duty to their husbands or children, and to go out into the world and have fun.  That’s the message that’s selling right now.  

On the other hand, if you want to keep your speaking schedule nice and light and open, just proclaim this message – remind women of their domestic responsibilities. You won’t get anyone calling and bugging you about speaking at their women’s retreat. This is not the message our world wants to hear.  When women come for marriage counseling, 9 times out of 10 they will come wanting you to help them cope with all the things their husbands do that bother them.  They will come to you wanting to know how to cope, or how to change their husbands, or how to ignore what’s going on…

But it’s fairly rare that they come asking, “Teach me how to love him.”  They are big on, “Teach me how to get him to love me” but it’s rare to hear a woman say, “Teach me to love my husband.”  Most of the time, step one in teaching young women to love their husbands is teaching them to know that that’s what they are supposed to be seeking to learn.  It’s easy for a woman to deceive herself.  She can disguise her complaints about her husband in terms that make it sound like she is seeking to learn love, when really she just wants to complain.  She will come to you and say, “How do I love a man who does this…” and then she’s off to the races in complaining about her marital situation.

You have to start by teaching those women what a pleasing thing it is to God for her to love her husband, so she begins to desire that.  This isn’t going to be a popular message, but it’s God’s message to young women.  

If you are married, work hard at loving your husband.  Speak to him and about with respect and honor.  Supply the support and encouragement and motivation he needs.  
Love him when he’s insensitive.  
Love him when he’s unkind.
Love him when he’s lazy.
Love him when he’s gone too much.
Love him when he’s not gone enough.
Express your love when he leaves in the morning, and when he comes home at night.

Depending on your husband’s job, there might be women at his work standing in line to praise him and honor him.  Make sure it’s clear to your husband and to everyone else who his biggest fan is.  Don’t just love him with natural, human love.  Be a woman who has learned the art and virtue of husband loving.  Become an expert at it so you can teach other women.  And it really is something that needs to be taught.  Women need to be taught how to love their husbands (just like husbands need to be taught how to love their wives).  There are a lot of aspects of love that come naturally.  Those are not what he is talking about (obviously, or there would be no need to teach it).  This kind of love is the love that doesn’t come naturally or intuitively.  This refers to the aspects of love that a young woman will tend to be at a loss to figure out on her own.  “How do I respond to my husband when he does this or says this?”  Those kinds of questions require a mature, godly woman to answer.

There are some things that can only be learned two ways – either over years of trial and error (with mostly error), or through the counsel of a woman who has already been through that.  Teach them the principle of subject love rather than object love.  The world naturally loves based on how lovable the object is.  But our love should come from our very nature – regardless of the object.  Teach them the principle of loving their husbands as an outgrowth of their love for Christ.  Teach them the principle of loving their husbands in ways that will be received by the husband as love.  (Many women can only conceive of love in the ways that they desire to be loved.  But men desire different things than women…  - While you crave romance and affection, he longs for respect and honor, etc.)

If you want to teach a young woman to love her husband, get the series on 1 Cor.13 or the series from Col.3 on “How to be More Loving” and just use your wisdom to apply those general principles about love to loving your husband.

Love children
and children, 

Again, you read that and think, “Why do I need training on that?  What could be more natural than loving your own children?”  It is natural.  The love a woman has for her children naturally may well be the deepest, strongest kind of love in the human realm.  Even the most unloving women, when they have children, tend to have a deep affection for them.

But that is not what Paul is talking about.  He’s not telling you to teach the young women to love in the way they already naturally love (obviously – otherwise there would be no need for it to be taught).  He’s talking about a love that goes beyond that.  He’s talking about a kind of love that has to be learned.  He’s talking about God-like love that does not come naturally – not even for your children.  Notice loving husbands comes before loving children.  

Love their Dad

There are many woman who think they are loving their children, but do not love their husbands.  Those women are kidding themselves.  If your kids need anything, they need to see you love your husband.  If you do not love your husband, you are not only failing to love your children, you are harming them.

Discipline

The most loving thing you can do for a child is to drive the folly from his heart with firm, consistent discipline. That does not come naturally.  Most young parents tend to be way too far over on the side of permissive parenting, because that’s where their natural instincts push them.  It takes training from an older, godly woman to learn how to truly love their children in the area of discipline. 

Many women think it’s unloving to discipline their children while they are angry.  So that poor child goes undisciplined whenever the mother is angry.  Then when the mother isn’t angry, there’s discipline.  That kind of inconsistency in discipline will exasperate a child.  

Many women think they love their teenagers best by being a good friend instead of a parent.  They are desperate for their children’s love, so they are afraid to forbid their girls to dress suggestively or go out with unbelievers.  Some parents are afraid to make their children come to church for fear that it will turn them off.

When I was growing up I did not like church one bit.  But there was never any discussion about whether we were all going to church (and Sunday School).  That didn’t turn me off to church.  What it did do was make it much easier for me, when I was in college, to be disciplined about being faithful in attending church (when many of my peers couldn’t manage to discipline themselves to do that, because it wasn’t part of an ingrained routine).

Your kids might not enjoy brushing their teeth, but you don’t make it optional for them for fear that you will turn them off and embitter them against toothpaste for the rest of their lives.  No, you ingrain that habit into them so they will do it the rest of their lives regardless of whether they enjoy it.  

Don’t misunderstand – it’s also very important, in fact much more important, that you teach your kids to desire the things of God.  Don’t just teach them the routine of spiritual disciplines without also shepherding their heart.

But on the other hand, if you are teaching them to love God, you are doing them a huge favor if during the years when you are in charge of their daily and weekly routine, you ingrain in them a habit of the spiritual disciplines. These are things that have to be taught to a young parent, because natural love is often overpowered by the flesh.  When love should say “no,” very often laziness wants to say “yes” (or nothing at all).  When love should say “yes,” selfishness wants to say “no.”  

You are willing to die for your child – that’s great.  But are you willing to take 5 minutes away from your TV show to correct him at the moment when he needs it?  You would give your life for your child, but will you give him 10 minutes a day of instruction?  You will practically mortgage your house so your child can succeed in sports or music.  What will you give up to help him succeed in his walk with the Lord?  The natural love a woman has for her children is powerful.  But there is a whole other level of love that is completely unnatural, and must be learned.

Teach the young women all the same principles we covered under loving her husband.  Teach her to love her children when they are unlovely.  A kid can go from being real cute to being real ugly real fast.  And it’s very common for a young mother to have feelings of resentment toward her kids intermingled simultaneously with feelings of love.  When there is selfishness in your heart (which there always is to one degree or another), you will begin to resent anyone who makes your life hard.  And that’s what young children do.

So you need to teach the young women selflessness – the concept of giving up your life for another.  Teach her principles of forgiveness.  Teach her how to forgive a person who is not even old enough to know to ask for forgiveness. - Or who hasn’t even done anything wrong.  He’s waking up and crying in the middle of the night with night terrors not because of sin in his heart, but just because he’s a little kid.  But still, it creates a huge inconvenience to you, and so there may be a sense in which you need to forgive him.

Self-control 
5 to be self-controlled (sw,fronaj)

Here we go again with this word.  God has blessed women with superior abilities in the area of emotions.  They have a greater capacity to be like God in they way they experience emotions (since God is the most emotional being in existence).  But the downside of that is the fact that unless they learn to be disciplined in their thought life, their decisions will be driven by emotion rather than reason, which is a bad thing.  A young woman needs an older woman to come along side her and teach her how to think clearly and rationally even in the midst of an emotional crisis. Many women don’t even try to do that.  They figure since God made them emotional beings, they have the right to indulge any emotion they want, and postpone logic and reason until the emotion dies down.  Older women, who have gained mastery over their flesh and thoughts and tongues, need to teach that to the younger women.  

For some women the idea of acting in opposition to the way they feel is completely foreign.  But that’s what the young women need to learn.  They need an older woman to teach them how to be feeling one way and to decide to act another way.  The temptation for a woman is to feel an emotion and allow that feeling full access to her thoughts.  She gets mad, and the temptation is to turn the keys of her brain over to that feeling, so her thoughts just run wild about whatever it is that made her mad.  She gets scared, and she allows her thoughts to run unbridled about the object of that fear.  She feels a desire for something, and she allows that desire to take over the cockpit of her mind and for minutes at a time she is dwelling on coveting that thing. 

She needs to be taught how to discipline her thought life, and to keep her spirit in control of her mind at all times.  She needs someone to teach her how to gain the strength it takes to just say, “Yes, I feel this way, but no, those thoughts are not going to infest my heart.  They get booted right back out the moment they come in.” (just like a man has to do when fighting thought of lust)

One temptation many women face in the thought life is the temptation to just retreat from the real world into a fantasy world.  It’s not that they are focused necessarily on anything obscene or overtly sinful – it’s just a fictional world where they don’t have to deal with reality.

Php.4 gives us a list of things to set our thinking on, and the very first thing in the list is whatever is true.  Think about that which is true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy (Php.4:8).

Purity
and pure 

Teach the younger women how to keep themselves from contamination.  Satan would soil their hearts just as much as he desires to soil men’s hearts – he just uses different means.  With men the temptations are more crass – pornography and blatantly obscene lusts.  For women it comes in more subtle forms.  The terms in this list come in pairs, and so this one goes with being self-controlled.  When a young woman is not self-controlled, and does not have command over her impulses, her life will be driven by her desires – which will grow out of control.  And very often it’s the desire for affection – especially for single women.  

Young women who do not place restraints on their desire for affection will turn that into an idol, and it becomes very obvious what the object of their worship really is.  They will go all the way through Jr. High, High School and College without ever going more than 2 weeks without a boyfriend.  They become so completely dependent upon affection that they can’t even function in life without some kind of dating relationship going.  And the result of that is always immorality and impurity at some point.  When you get that desperate for affection, you will eventually give whatever it takes to get it – even if it means giving up your purity.  

For married woman, the desire that Satan will often use to lead her into impurity is the desire for romance.  Pornography for women comes in the form of “clean” movies and TV shows that depict adulterous relationships in a glorified, romantic setting.  Satan knows if he can attract your attention to fantasies of romance, the more he will be able to get you to nurture thoughts of discontent about your husband (which is the beginning point of all adultery).  Satan wants you to spend lots of your time thinking about ways your husband falls short (the exact opposite of love, which covers over weaknesses).    And that’s tricky, because those kinds of temptations don’t seem as evil as the ones men struggle with.  The kinds of movies that will tempt a man are rated R or X, and he would have to sneak off by himself to watch one.  But the kinds of movies that would tempt a woman with images of a romantic encounter with Mr. Wonderful may very well be rated PG, and you can watch them with a group of ladies from church or your husband, and no one has any idea that the movie is pulling you into sin.

Another area of impurity for woman is in the area of desiring to be an object of lust.  Have you noticed that when they market a magazine for men, they do so by putting a partially dressed woman on the cover?  That makes sense.  What seems odd to a lot of men, though, is that’s the same way they market a magazine for women.  When they want to sell something to women, they use an image of a partially clothed woman to do it why?  It’s not because the women are attracted to the woman on the cover (like men might be).  It’s an effort to tempt the women to want to be like that woman on the cover.

Satan is constantly taking immodesty and immorality and putting it in front of your face, and trying to tell you, “that’s beautiful.”  “That’s what you want to be.  That’s what a desirable woman is like.  Real pleasure comes from being desired like that.”  That kind of thinking can have a great influence on a woman – even a godly woman at varying levels.  Most Christian women will see the woman on a magazine cover and realize that she is really just a prostitute.  And you aren’t tempted to dress like that – where you are almost completely exposed. But since woman do not naturally have an idea about the way the male mind works, the very clear distinction in a man’s mind between pretty and sexy is not so clear in the woman’s mind – especially with the culture drilling it into your head that they are the same thing.  

So very often there are woman who are godly and would be horrified if you told them they are immodest in any way…  But who will nonetheless come to church dressed in a way that makes it very difficult for a man to look her in the eye rather than have his attention drawn to her body.  There are dresses that fit snuggly on a woman, that seem to women to be very modest, but that really draw attention to her body.  Many woman wear skirts that are above the knees that seem plenty modest to them (maybe because that particular woman’s husband is not as affected by legs as some other men), and so she comes to church that way and has no idea that she is creating a huge struggle for a number of the men.  Some women wear see-through clothes, or have something unbuttoned, and they have other clothes on underneath, so it seems perfectly modest.  But they don’t realize that the very fact that they are wearing something see-through is all it takes to get imaginations going.

When women dress that way they get more attention from men, and they interpret that as being attractive.  They don’t realize that getting looks from men and being attractive can be very different things.  Sometimes they will dress that way and get compliments from other women, who have also been trained by the culture about what is attractive, and who have no idea about what causes men to stumble.  If you are inadvertently the cause of someone else’s sin, that’s bad.  But if you are intentional about it, that’s extremely serious. 

Mt.18:6-8  if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 
7 "Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 

If you are intentionally making yourself the object of lust, you are asking for so much judgment, you would be better off dead.
Adulterous Fantasy
  
Fantasies that begin in a very non-sexual way – thoughts about how nice it would be to be married to that man at church who seems like he would make such a great spiritual leader – instead of the bum you’re stuck with.  You nurture thoughts of discontent with your husband until the next thing you know your thoughts about certain other men have become impure.  I’m actually just kind of stabbing around in the dark with some of these things.  I don’t really know what kinds of things draw a woman into impurity.  I just know God’s Word calls the older women to teach the younger women to be pure, which means whatever the issues are, there are temptations regarding purity that young women face.



