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Cain or Christ
Overcoming Evil: Part 10
1 John 3:10-18

Summary: The command to love is part of the gospel itself, which requires obedience.  Not like Cain the butcher.  Why did he murder?  Because he passed up the opportunity to repent and clung to his sin causing God to let Satan (the first murderer) loose on him.  The way of Christ also resulted in someone dying (Christ).  That way is to lay down your own life for your brother (meet his needs).  Selfish pride focuses on whether you are loving me, which is the way of Cain (preferring that your brother’s life be laid down).  Humility considers your brother more important. 
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1 John 3:10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Everyone who does not do righteousness is not from God; nor is anyone not loving his brother. 
11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. 
13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

Introduction
Most people choke a little bit when they read chapter 2 and John says, “There are only two kinds of people – the people who love like Jesus and haters.”  That does not leave us with any middle ground.  And just about the time when you finally are able to swallow that hard saying down, now here in chapter 3 John makes an even more extreme sounding statement.  In this passage he is going to say that there are only two kinds of people – those who love like Jesus and murderers.  Every non-Christian is a murderer.  Being subtle is evidently not what John is shooting for.  He wants to get our attention – so let’s give it to him.  More importantly, let’s give our attention to the Holy Spirit who is here right now to teach us.
Lack of love = child of the devil
The first half of verse 10 summarizes what John has been saying since the beginning of chapter 3.

10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are:They are not born of Satan in the same sense Christians are born of God.  But they are children of the devil in the sense that they resemble him and are on his side and are under his control (and share his fate). Everyone who does not do righteousness is not from God

And then John gets more specific about what he means by doing righteousness.

… Everyone who does not do righteousness is not from God nor is anyone not loving his brother. 

And from that statement to the end of the chapter it is all about love.  John constantly hammers away at this throughout his book. Righteousness, good deeds, good works, walking in the light - none of it happens apart from love.  If you feel you are doing well in other areas, but not in the area of love, you do not understand what righteousness is.  If you are not doing well in the area of love you are not doing well in any area, because that is the only area there is.  You subtract love from any good deed and you are left with nothing but 100% sin.  In fact, for John that is the gospel itself.
Message from the beginning
11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 

Verse 11 is the ground that supports verse 10. The first word in verse 11 in the Greek is “for.”   The one who fails to love is unsaved because of the fact that the command to love was part of the message (which is another word for the gospel).  John says, “Love is not an ancillary, secondary aspect of Christianity.  Right from the beginning love has been an essential, core part of the gospel itself.”  The gospel is the message of salvation.  It is the message that tells us how to have our sins forgiven, to go from death to life, darkness to light, and to have eternal life.  And at the core of that message is a command to love our brothers.

The gospel must be obeyed
That statement receives fierce disagreement from the anti-lordship crowd and some of the false teachers I mentioned last week, who insist there is no command at all in the gospel.  They say, “No, the gospel does not command or require anything because then it would be a matter of law and not grace.  It is not something that can be obeyed or disobeyed.”
But Scripture teaches just the opposite.  Faith involves your whole heart – which includes your will.  And the gospel is something that comes in to us in the form of a command and that must be obeyed.

2 Thessalonians 1:8 He will punish those who … do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.

1 Peter 4:17 what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?

1 Peter 2:8 They stumble because they disobey the message

Romans 6:17 though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.

The gospel is something the sinner must obey.  It is a command to believe with all your heart.  And part of what must be believed is that God’s way is best and the way of sin is not best, which is why true faith always comes with repentance.  The gospel commands the sinner to embrace the truth, and the truth is that righteousness is better than evil.  And the core of righteousness is love for God.  And love for God must be expressed in love for the people God loves because God loves them.  So if you do not love God’s people then you do not love God, and if you do not love God you do not have faith, and if you do not have faith you are lost.  Salvation is by faith alone, but the catch is it has to be real faith.  And real faith involves your whole heart – including your will.

The way of Cain
So, the command to love is an essential core of the gospel.  That is the starting point.  And from there John is going to give us a negative example and a positive example.  The positive example is Christ; the negative example is Cain.  And both examples take a life.  In Cain’s approach and in Christ’s approach, somebody ends up dead.  John shows us Cain first.

12 Not like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. 
Why bring up the extreme?
Now why would John bring up such an extreme example?  Usually when you teach about failure to love you try to think of a subtle example, so that people feel convicted.  But John does just the opposite.  In fact, the word translated “murdered” refers to killing with a violent, bloody death.  A better translation would be 

12 not like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and butchered his brother. 

The word means to butcher – it is a very strong, ugly, extreme term.  Genesis 4 just says he killed him – John says he butchered him.
Why the extreme language?  We will see the answer in a minute, but first let’s take a look at verse 12.  This is the only place where John ever asks himself a question, so it stands out as a real attention getter as you read through 1 John.

12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and butchered his brother. And why did he butcher him? 

Instead of just telling us why he stops and asks why, and then tells us.  That shows us that this issue of why Cain did what he did is especially important.
Why did Cain butcher Abel?
12 …Why did he butcher him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's were righteous. 
Most people assume the issue here is envy.  But I think there is more to it than just that.  In Genesis 4 we can see what John means by Cain’s deeds being evil.  That is obviously not talking about the murder because it is the reason for the murder.  So what does John mean that his deeds were evil?

God’s acceptance of Abel and rejection of Cain
The murder takes place in verse 8.  But to understand why it happens we have to back up to verse 3.

Genesis 4:3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 

It does not say anything about the quality of Cain’s offering, but it says two things about Abel’s – fat portions and firstborn.  In other words, Abel brought his best, which was the way God had taught the people back then to show their faith.  Evidently Cain did not bring his best.
And that fits with Hebrews 11:4, which says that Abel’s sacrifice was offered as an expression of faith, implying Cain’s was not.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, so it is no surprise that God was not pleased with Cain’s offering.

4 …The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor.

The only way to receive favor from God is through faith.  Worship and religion and sacrifice apart from faith get you nothing but God’s disapproval. 

Makes Cain angry at God 
So, how is Cain going to respond? 

5 …So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

He is mad at God for not accepting him just as he is, with unconditional love.   “How dare you say I have to give up my sin, God?  It is intolerable that You should require me to give up these deeds and attitudes that I want to cling to.  Why can’t You just accept me for what I am – with unconditional love?”  God does not give unconditional love – it is always conditioned on faith, and that makes Cain angry.

Taken out on the one God loves
When a sinful heart is unwilling to let go of a sin, and that person is confronted with the fact of God’s disapproval, it results in anger at God.  And that kind of anger toward God will inevitably be expressed in animosity toward God’s people, which is why Abel ends up dead.  He is mad at God, God is out of reach, so he strikes at the man God loved – Abel.  I doubt that was Cain’s conscious thought process, but that is the way anger at God will tend to express itself – through hostility toward those people God loves.
If you find that you cannot get along with a fellow Christian – or you have trouble loving people in the Church, one thing to consider is the possibility that there is a sense in your heart that God does not approve of you.  Or you are not appreciating God’s approval of you because you care more about the approval of men.  Or maybe you have a sense that God is requiring too much of you.  And that makes you angry.  But you would not dare direct your anger toward God, so you end up taking it out on God’s people and you do not even realize that is why you’re doing it.  Have you noticed how grouchy you get when you have a guilty conscience?  A guilty conscience can be the cause of all kinds of different sins against people.

The crossroads of repentance 
So Cain is mad because God does not accept him, and as a result his brother ends up dead.  But that is not all there is to the story.  Cain gets mad in verse 5.  But Abel does not get killed until verse 8.  What happens between verse 5 and verse 8?
What happens is God gives us insight into Satan’s role in this whole thing and how temptation works.  God comes to him and says, “You are rejected now, but you don’t have to be.  You can still be accepted.”

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 

So God is tugging at Cain’s heart toward righteousness.  But there is about to be a tug in the other direction as well.

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.

Sin is personified as someone crouching at the door – someone who has a desire to have you – control you – dominate you.  When Moses wrote that he did not know all that we know about Satan.  But the New Testament writers see Satan as the one who was at work in the serpent in chapter 3 as well as the one at work in Cain’s heart in chapter 4.  Which is one reason why John says here that Cain belonged to the devil (1 Jn.3:12). 

How he fell under Satan’s influence 
But look carefully at how Cain ended up being mastered by Satan rather than the other way around.  Look at the two “if” statements in verse 7.

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door…

God has Satan on a leash, and has not let him go on Cain just yet.  And whether or not God will let go of the leash depends on which option Cain chooses – to do what is right or to fail to do what is right.  So what is this magical “right” thing that will not only protect him from Satan and temptation but also cause him to be accepted by God?
The only right thing I can find in the context that is the right thing is the thing Abel did –to come to God in faith and offer acceptable worship.  If Cain comes to God in faith, God will accept him and protect him from Satan.  But if he does not, Satan will be let loose on him, and will overcome him.
That is often the pattern in Scripture.  When you hold on to some sin in your heart, God will sometimes respond by giving you over to even higher levels of temptation that will overwhelm you.

Ecclesiastes 7:26 I find more bitter than death the woman who is a snare, whose heart is a trap and whose hands are chains. The man who pleases God will escape her, but the sinner she will ensnare.

If you are pleasing God by faith, and repenting of your sin, God will give you special protection that will make you more able to escape temptation.  But if you are clinging to some treasured sin in your heart, God will often allow you to be ensnared by further sin.  That is the principle God is giving to Cain.  There is a way out – repent of your sin, do what is right and respond in faith.  But if you do not do that, the enemy will spring upon you and you will be overwhelmed.
So Cain is at a crossroads.  This is the crossroads of repentance.  You have gone off the right path, you become aware of your sin, God brings the possibility of repentance to mind, and now you have to make a choice.  The next verse tells us which path Cain chose:

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Because his deeds were evil = because he was unrepentant 
So back to John’s big question – why did Cain do it?  John says it was because his deeds were evil, Genesis says he failed to do what is right, but what does that mean?  I am convinced what that means is when he got to the crossroads of repentance he passed it up and clung to his sin.
And that interpretation fits the other places where John talks about someone’s deeds being evil.

John 3:19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

Clinging to sin at the crossroads of repentance will have an effect on what you love.  It affects your desires, affections, will, perception, inclinations, and reasoning.  It will cause your heart to prefer darkness over light, and it will result in animosity toward the light.
Exposing lack of love for the Cain-likeness that it is
So now we can finally answer our first question.  Why does John give such an extreme example of lack of love?  Why butchery rather than some subtle example that people could identify with?  Because he wants to expose all non-love for what it is – wicked Cain-likeness. 
All through chapter 3 John’s point has been the unbreakable connection between deeds and nature.  Your deeds reflect what you are.  When you are unloving, and you pass up repentance, you are like Cain.  What is Cain likeness?  Unrepentant opposition against God expressed in opposition against His people.
And you hear that and think, “Wait a minute – that’s not me.  Sure I’m failing to love, but I’m not like Cain!”  And John says, “Yes you are.  If you are unrepentant, you are just like Cain the butcher.” 

Hatred 
This is a lot like what he said back in chapter 2 that all failures to love are hatred.  Love involves…
Having high regard for the person
Desiring their best interests and their happiness
Prioritizing them above your own impulses and preferences
Liking them – enjoying them and taking delight in them.
That is love. 
So hatred is when you lack in those areas.
Hatred is when you have low regard.  
The person has little or no value in your heart.  
He is not a treasure to you.  
He is not worthy of your time and attention and concern.  
You are indifferent to his best interests.  Instead of strongly desiring his happiness you are indifferent to his happiness.  It does not cause you any sorrow if he is unhappy (you might even enjoy it).
You regard yourself and your own immediate desires as a higher priority than that person.  You do not delight in or enjoy the person.  You become blind to everything that is good and beautiful about him.  You cannot see the image of God in him.  You cannot see him as a precious treasure that is highly valued in God’s sight. You cannot enjoy God through him like you can with people you love.
So back in chapter 2 we learned that all of that is hatred, and now here in chapter 3 we find it is also Cain-likeness.  It is opposition against God, refusal to take the way of repentance, giving yourself over to Satan, and taking that opposition out on someone God loves.  And whether that goes all the way to butchering someone in a field or just being cool and indifferent toward a brother it does not matter – it is all Cain-likeness.
 Don’t be surprised (v.13)
And that explains verse 13.

13 Do not be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you.

There are two sides in this war – God’s and Satan’s.  And those who are on God’s side love, and those who are on Satan’s side continue in unrepentant failure to love.  So do not be shocked when the world hates you.  They are a bunch of Cains.  They are in the lap of the evil one, who hates God and takes it out on God’s people, so of course they are going to hate you.
John uses the word “if” – which probably points to the fact that the hatred is not constant.  There are some times when their opposition to us is in the background, and they leave us alone for a time, and other times when their opposition becomes vicious.  And if it happens to be one of those times when it gets really bad – don’t be surprised.  It should not alarm us when people at work chuckle at us behind our backs or turn a cold shoulder to use after we share the gospel with them.  It should not surprise us when one of the candidates for president talks about us as clinging bitterly to religion and in the same sentence puts us in the category of racists.  It should not surprise us that local governments are allowed to shut down churches and prevent new churches from starting with their zoning laws.  And it should not surprise us when the day comes when that latent hostility breaks out into full-blown persecution.  This world hates Jesus Christ and the more we love like Jesus loved the more certain their hatred for us will become.  This is a war with only two sides, so do not be shocked when the other side opposes you.


Death to Life (v.14)
And all of us used to be on the other side.

14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 

We are to love people in the world too, but especially brothers because God especially loves His children. 
And once again here we see a clear statement about the need for conversion.  Sometimes you ask people how they became a Christian and they say, “Oh, I’ve always been a Christian.”  No one has always been a Christian.  The only way anyone can possibly be a Christian is if there was a specific moment of conversion in which they passed from death to life.  My first daughter was literally born on Saturday and in church the following day and has come to church regularly ever since.  Ours is a Christian home – but none of that made her a Christian.  She is a Christian because one day she responded in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ and at that moment passed from death into life.
And that is true of every genuine Christian.  And if you think, “But wait – if I can’t remember my conversion?  How do I know if it ever actually happened?  How do I know if I have passed from death to life?”

14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 

You love the people God loves because God loves them, and you are repentant over your failures to love – that is how you know.
Haters are murderers (no eternal life) v.15
15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

Criminals commit about 18,000 murders every single year in the United States.  That is 50 murders every day.  And of course that number is dwarfed by the number of parents who kill their own children every year.  Over 3500 innocent children are slaughtered by their own parents in the United States every day.
And by the way – if you are having trouble deciding how to vote on Tuesday – this is something you should take into consideration.  The Democratic Party platform is strongly and unapologetically in favor of abortion on demand at any stage for any reason and the Republican Party platform is strongly against that.  Slavery was horrible; abortion is far worse, and no matter what you believe about which economic approach will bring more prosperity it seems to me that the lives of thousands of innocent children every year is far more important than somebody’s tax policies. 
But even if we stopped killing our own babies in this country it would not solve the murder problem.  For every one baby aborted in the United States there are 40,000 more aborted in the rest of the world.  Murder is a huge problem in this world because the whole world lies in the lap of the evil one and he was a murderer from the beginning. 
But that still leaves the question of how John calls all unbelievers murderers.  How can he say that?  He can say it because the one orchestrating all these murders and all of the rest of the evil in this world is in a war against Jesus Christ, and all unbelievers are on his side in this war.
If it is World War II and you have to decide which side you are going to fight on, and you choose Hitler’s side, by making that choice you take upon yourself the guilt of what that side is doing.  And that is true even if your gun jams, or all your shots miss or you serve in the background so you don’t actually kill anybody.  Still – if you join Hitler’s army you take upon yourself the guilt of what Hitler was doing.  And if you join Satan’s army you take upon yourself culpability for what Satan is doing.  And Satan was a murderer from the beginning. 
What do non-Christians do with their lives other than promote spiritual death?  They themselves are dead to God.  They cannot have any positive, personal interactions of love with God, their eyes are blind to what is wonderful about Him, their ears are deaf to what He says, their hearts are as cold as stone to His will- they are dead.  So any influence they exert is going to be to influence people to be like they are.  They hinder people from passing from death to life.  All their conversation, their attitudes, their books, their movies, their newscasts, their journalism, their politics, their commercials – all of it is designed to portray this world as better than what God offers.  And that keeps people in a state of spiritual death.  And if you prevent people from access to life, what is the difference between you and a murderer?  It is actually worse, because spiritual life is far more important than physical life.



The way of Christ
That is the way of Cain.  Now let us look at the way of Christ.
Lay down your life
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

When Cain went the way of non-love someone ended up dead – his brother.  When Jesus Christ came and showed His way someone ended up dead – and it was Jesus.  Hatred lays down the life of your brother.  Love lays down your own life.
And that is the example for how we are to live.

16 … And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

What does that mean?  To literally die for someone?  Sure, if need be.  That is what Christ did.
If that is what the situation calls for – yes, go ahead and die for your brother.  But I do not think that is primarily what John has in mind.  It cannot be the norm in the Christian life to die for a brother.  If it were – we would all die for each other and we would all be dead!  It is really very rare that anyone ever gets into a situation where they can save a brother’s life by sacrificing his own.

Lay down your life = sacrificing for your brother
And besides that, John is saying that this kind of love is how you know for sure that you are born again.  Surely he is not saying you cannot know if you are saved until after you die for someone.  So what does John mean by lay down your life?  Just look at the very next verse.

17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

That is how you lay down your life for your brother.  You give up what is precious to you to meet his needs, and you love him in your heart and your deeds.  When there is a collision of needs or desires or preferences, you lay down your life.  You die to yourself.  You give up your comfort and your possessions and your rights and your desires in favor of your brother’s.  That is the way of Christ.
You might say, “What if I don’t have the resources to help a needy friend?”  He needs a huge amount of money and I hardly have anything.  That is one reason why we have a benevolence fund, and every first Sunday of the month we have a benevolence offering.  Everyone pitches in what they can and it adds up to be enough to meet some significant needs.
And certainly if this applies to material resources it would apply to other resources – like your spiritual gift.  So a big part of loving one another is being devoted to your ministry in the church.

Compassion 
So you can help in that way – but the point of this passage goes deeper than just meeting needs.  Do you see the word “pity” in verse 17?  The literal translation of that is this:

 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but shuts the door of his feelings of compassion for him, how can the love of God be in him? 

The picture is of shutting the door of your compassion.  We all do that.  You see someone who has a need – a financial need, or they need help with some hard project, or they are really depressed and need hours of encouragement- you see some really needy person and at that moment you are focused on your own stuff and you really do not want to give up what you had planned, and so you just go right inside your heart and slam closed the doorway to your compassion.  You just shut it off.  You look at that person like an old, hardened ER doctor who has seen so many injuries that he just looks at hurt people as cases to be handled and nothing can reach his feelings of compassion anymore.  You just assess the person clinically and say, “Oh, what she needs is this, this, and this” but you guard yourself from feeling anything.  I translated the word “feelings of compassion” because it is literally the word for your stomach – your gut – where you feel it physically when you really feel sorry for someone who is hurting.  We see someone suffering, we think it is too much for us to be able to help them, so we just shut the door to our feelings so that we do not have to go through the agony of compassion.  And make no mistake – compassion is agony.  That is why it causes you to weep with those who weep.
And there are all kinds of reasons why we slam the door of compassion.  “I don’t have the resources to be able to help.”  Or “He didn’t seem to care when I was suffering, why should I care now?”  Or “I’m sure someone else will step in and help.”  Or how about this one - “He got himself into this mess – it’s his own fault.”  Aren’t you glad Jesus didn’t think that way?
When we use those excuses we are using the world’s reasoning.  We are behaving like atheists.  You do not have the resources to help?  Your Father created the universe!  The person did not earn your mercy by showing you mercy?  All the better!  All the more God-like your mercy will be then.  You are sure someone else will step in and help?  Where is that going to get you on judgment day when God asks you to give an account for why you didn’t help?  Were the priest and the Pharisee innocent because the Good Samaritan finally helped the guy?
He got himself into this mess?  It is his own fault?  Doesn’t that make him all the more needy?  The more needy he is the more compassion it calls for.  And so if it is his own fault – that calls for more compassion, not less.
The way of Christ does not give or withhold love based on the person’s worthiness.  Nor does the way of Christ dole out love based on how well the other person is showing love.

Humility 
Everywhere you look in Scripture you see the connection between humility and love.  They are two sides of the same coin.  The world’s “love” is based on pride.  The main focus is on me, and how I am being treated.  And I will love you, give to you, serve you, be nice to you, show you compassion; but the whole time I am doing all that I have got my eye on the scorecard to see if you are treating me right.  And if you aren’t, then I might cut off my acts of love in retaliation, or I might step up my acts of love in order to get you to respond with more love toward me.  That second response seems loving, but it is not.  It is pure selfishness.
The world loves by making sure there is a give and take relationship.  Selfish pride is always pointing out how you are failing to love me properly, and you are not being nice enough in this way and you are not serving me right in that way.  That is the way of Cain.  Remember, the way of Cain is to lay your brother’s life down.  And so in the context of laying down your life in the sense of setting aside your comforts to serve your brother, the way of Cain is to say, “You need to make sure you are treating me good.  
- you sacrifice for me, 
- you give to me, 
- you show love to me, 
- you show compassion and kindness and understanding to me…
(and it can all sound very sanctimonious – “The Bible requires this of you.  Darrell said to do this in his sermon last week.  It is your Christian duty to love me better.”)  If your focus is on whether your brother is laying his life down for you – that is the way of Cain.
When you confront people for their sin, is it usually because of sin against you or others?  When people sinned against the Father Jesus rebuked them harshly and became angry and overturned tables.  But when they struck Him in the face He opened not His mouth.  That is the way of Christ – sensitive to sins against others, overlooks sins against self.  That is humility.  Ask yourself – When I point out sins in others is it mostly sins against me that I am pointing out?  That is pride.
The way of Christ is for you to lay your life down for your brother regardless of whether he deserves it and regardless of whether he is laying his life down for you or not.  The way of Cain is the way of pride – “You lay your life down.”  The way of Christ is the way of humility and love – “I’ll lay my life down for you.”  Either way someone’s life gets laid down.
And if you want a picture of the humility of Christ, the best place to go is Philippians 2.

Philippians 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus

So what was Jesus’ attitude in this matter?  Did He take the 50-50 approach – you do your share and I will do mine?  You love me properly and I will love you properly?  Is that the Philippians 2 model?

Philippians 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves. 

It is wrong to treat people as equals.  Do not consider others of equal importance with you.  If you have an attitude that says, “It is just as important for you to serve me as it is for me to serve you” – that is the way of Cain.  The way of Christ is to say, “No – we are not equals – you are more important than me.  Your need are more important than mine.  Your comfort is more important than mine.  Your desires are more important than mine.”
And so if there is an inequity – if it turns out I am giving a lot more than you are giving – that is great, because that is exactly how it should be!  I ought to be giving more than you are giving because you are more important than me.  That is the way of Christ.
This is the natural attitude of love.  The more you love someone the easier this is.  Isn’t there someone you just dearly love and you have the highest regard for, and when you picture that person in your mind right now and think of having this attitude it is a delightful thought?
How about if you take it from the other direction?  There is someone in this church, or another church, or in your family (or in your marriage) or somewhere, for whom it is very hard for you to imagine happily laying down your life.  That person rubs you the wrong way, irritates you, annoys you, offends you, bugs you, bothers you, hurts you, and the thought of loving that person this way just seems impossible right now.

Conclusion 
I want you to imagine getting a summons from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself to appear before Him (in person) next Sunday morning right here on this stage.  So you show up and there He is, in all His infinite glory and splendor.  On the drive in you see countless millions of angels and other awesome heavenly beings gathered around for miles and miles around this church shouting praises to the glorified Christ.  When you look at His glory it is so staggering that you feel your very existence begin to disintegrate, and you can tell that if it were not for His special power holding you together right now you would go up in a puff of smoke.  And it is finally obvious to you how true it is that nothing is better than for Jesus Christ to have this glory and honor.  It is the most important thing there is.
And at the same moment your awe and wonder and amazement start to give way to sheer, abject terror, as one by one your sins and guilt start to rise up in your conscience.  For the first time in your life you have some idea of the magnitude of your evil and guilt because you can see it as an offense against this amazing glory of Christ.  And the horror of your guilt becomes crushing and at that moment you wish you were never born.  You realize that nothing would be more fitting than for you to be punished forever in hell.
And at that moment Christ begins to speak.  And He says to you, “The reason you feel this way is because I just gave you a glimpse into your own heart.  And you beg Him, “Please – shut it off.  I can’t stand to look at it.  My wickedness and guilt is too much, I can’t stand to see it for another second.”  And Jesus says, “Two thousand years ago I looked into the future and saw exactly what you are looking at right now.  I saw the galactic sin and guilt in your heart.  I saw every sin you would ever commit against Me – even the ones you can’t see now because you haven’t even committed them yet.  And even as I raged against you in My wrath, at the same time I had compassion on you.  I saw how needy you were of mercy.  Most people I send to hell for their sins, but you – I decided to have compassion on you.  And so I did what you just did.  I took a look at all My infinite glory and splendor and majesty and all these angels shouting praises and took infinite delight in the rightness and goodness of it all, and then I looked at you – at your infinite guilt and unworthiness; and I said to the Father – ‘His need for mercy is more important to Me right now than all this splendor I enjoy and fellowship here with You in heaven.’  And so I gave it all up and took on human flesh and subjected Myself to weakness and pain and sorrow and ridicule and the worst imaginable treatment.  And then I gathered up all of your sin and guilt and took it upon My own shoulders and bore the wrath of My Father in ways I could never explain to your finite mind.  I did all that, because I decided that your need was more important than My own splendor.”
By this time you are flat on your face on the ground before Him.  And he tells you, “Get up.”  And as you rise to your feet he calls up that person that you don’t like up to the stage next to you and says to you, “I want you to turn and face that person.”  You say, “Yes Lord,” and you turn.  And after you look at the person for a few moments the Lord says, “OK, now look back at Me.”  Your knees begin to buckle again and He says, “No, stay on your feet and look at Me and listen carefully to what I’m going to say to you.”  And you can feel the Holy Spirit propping you up as you tremble in fear before the great King of kings.  And then He says your name, and then points this person you don’t like: “Darrell, that person standing there next to you is more important than you are – do you understand Me?”
And then He holds out His finger and points to the person again and says “Look at him/her.”  And you do, but out of the corner of your eye you notice the nail mark in Jesus’ hand.  And Jesus says, “I died to purchase that person’s forgiveness. His sin was laid on My back right along with your sin.  If you have a problem with that person, you have a problem with Me because I deeply love him and if you love Me you will love Him too.  Lay down your life for him for My sake, and I will repay you 1000 times for everything you give up.”
Beloved, we are the children of God.  There is nothing for us in the way of Cain.  And there is everything for us in the way of Christ.


Benediction: Ro.15:5,6  May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Devotionals
Day 1: Why did Cain butcher Abel?
This is the only place where John ever asks himself a question, so it stands out as a real attention getter as you read through 1 John.

12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and butchered his brother. And why did he butcher him? 

Instead of just telling us why he stops and asks why, and then tells us.  That shows us that this issue of why Cain did what he did is especially important.

12 …Why did he butcher him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's were righteous. 

Most people assume the issue here is envy.  But I think there is more to it than just that.  In Genesis 4 we can see what John means by Cain’s deeds being evil.  That is obviously not talking about the murder because it is the reason for the murder.  So what does John mean that his deeds were evil?

God’s acceptance of Abel and rejection of Cain
The murder takes place in verse 8.  But to understand why it happens we have to back up to verse 3.

Genesis 4:3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. 

It does not say anything about the quality of Cain’s offering, but it says two things about Abel’s – fat portions and firstborn.  In other words, Abel brought his best, which was the way God had taught the people back then to show their faith.  Evidently Cain did not bring his best.
And that fits with Hebrews 11:4, which says that Abel’s sacrifice was offered as an expression of faith, implying Cain’s was not, and without faith it is impossible to please God, so it is no surprise that God was not pleased with Cain’s offering.

4 …The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor.

The only way to receive favor from God is through faith.  Worship and religion and sacrifice apart from faith get you nothing but God’s disapproval. 

Makes Cain angry at God 
So, how is Cain going to respond? 

5 …So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

He is mad at God for not accepting him just as he is, with unconditional love.   “How dare you say I have to give up my sin, God?  It is intolerable that You should require me to give up these deeds and attitudes that I want to cling to.  Why can’t You just accept me for what I am – with unconditional love?”  God does not give unconditional love – it’s always conditioned on faith, and that makes Cain angry.



Taken out on the one God loves
When a sinful heart is unwilling to let go of a sin, and that person is confronted with the fact of God’s disapproval, it results in anger at God.  And that kind of anger toward God will inevitably be expressed in animosity toward God’s people, which is why Abel ends up dead.  He is mad at God; God is out of reach, so he strikes at the man God loved – Abel.  I doubt that was Cain’s conscious thought process, but that is the way anger at God will tend to express itself – through hostility toward those people God loves.
If you find that you cannot get along with a fellow Christian – or you have trouble loving people in the Church, one thing to consider is the possibility that there is a sense in your heart that God does not approve of you.  Or you are not appreciating God’s approval of you because you care more about the approval of men.  Or maybe you have a sense that God is requiring too much of you.  And that makes you angry.  But you would not dare direct your anger toward God, so you end up taking it out on God’s people and you do not even realize that is why you are doing it.  Have you noticed how grouchy you get when you have a guilty conscience?  A guilty conscience can be the cause of all kinds of different sins against people.

The crossroads of repentance 
So Cain is mad because God does not accept him, and as a result his brother ends up dead.  But that is not all there is to the story.  Cain gets mad in verse 5.  But Abel does not get killed until verse 8.  What happens between verse 5 and verse 8?
What happens is God gives us insight into Satan’s role in this whole thing and how temptation works.  God comes to him and says, “You are rejected now, but you don’t have to be.  You can still be accepted.”

6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 

So God is tugging at Cain’s heart toward righteousness.  But there is about to be a tug in the other direction as well.

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.

Sin is personified as someone crouching at the door – someone who has a desire to have you – control you – dominate you.  When Moses wrote that he did not know all that we know about Satan.  But the New Testament writers see Satan as the one who was at work in the serpent in chapter 3 as well as the one at work in Cain’s heart in chapter 4.  Which is one reason why John says here that that Cain belonged to the devil (1 Jn.3:12). 

How he fell under Satan’s influence 
But look carefully at how Cain ended up being mastered by Satan rather than the other way around.  Look at the two “if” statements in verse 7.

7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door…

God has Satan on a leash, and has not let him go on Cain just yet.  And whether or not God will let go of the leash depends on which option Cain chooses – to do what is right or to fail to do what is right.  So what is this magical “right” thing that will not only protect him from Satan and temptation but also cause him to be accepted by God?
The only right thing I can find in the context is the right thing is the thing Abel did – to come to God in faith and offer acceptable worship.  If Cain comes to God in faith, God will accept him and protect him from Satan.  But if he does not, Satan will be let loose on him, and will overcome him.
That is often the pattern in Scripture.  When you hold on to some sin in your heart, God will sometimes respond by giving you over to even higher levels of temptation that will overwhelm you.
Ecclesiastes 7:26 I find more bitter than death the woman who is a snare, whose heart is a trap and whose hands are chains. The man who pleases God will escape her, but the sinner she will ensnare.

If you are pleasing God by faith, and repenting of your sin, God will give you special protection that will make you more able to escape temptation.  But if you are clinging to some treasured sin in your heart, God will often allow you to be ensnared by further sin.  That is the principle God is giving to Cain.  There is a way out – repent of your sin, do what is right and respond in faith.  But if you do not do that, the enemy will spring upon you and you will be overwhelmed.
So Cain is at a crossroads.  This is the crossroads of repentance.  You have gone off the right path, you become aware of your sin, God brings the possibility of repentance to mind, and now you have to make a choice.  The next verse tells us which path Cain chose:

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Because his deeds were evil = because he was unrepentant 
So back to John’s big question – why did Cain do it?  John says it was because his deeds were evil; Genesis says he failed to do what is right, but what does that mean?  I am convinced what that means is when he got to the crossroads of repentance he passed it up and clung to his sin.
And that interpretation fits the other places where John talks about someone’s deeds being evil.

John 3:19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

Clinging to sin at the crossroads of repentance will have an effect on what you love.  It affects your desires, affections, will, perception, inclinations, and reasoning.  It will cause your heart to prefer darkness over light, and it will result is animosity toward the light.

Day 2: Exposing lack of love for the Cain-likeness that it is
So now we can finally answer our first question.  Why does John give such an extreme example of lack of love?  Why butchery rather than some subtle example that people could identify with?  Because he wants to expose all non-love for what it is – wicked Cain-likeness. 
All through chapter 3 John’s point has been the unbreakable connection between deeds and nature.  Your deeds reflect what you are.  When you are unloving, and you pass up repentance, you are like Cain.  What is Cain likeness?  Unrepentant opposition against God expressed in opposition against His people.
And you hear that and think, “Wait a minute – that’s not me.  Sure I am failing to love, but I am not like Cain!”  And John says, “Yes you are.  If you are unrepentant, you are just like Cain the butcher.” 

Hatred 
This is a lot like what he said back in chapter 2 that all failures to love are hatred.  Love involves…
Having high regard for the person
Desiring their best interests and their happiness
Prioritizing them above your own impulses and preferences
Liking them – enjoying them and taking delight in them.
That is love. 
So hatred is when you lack in those areas.
Hatred is when you have low regard.  
The person has little or no value in your heart.  
He is not a treasure to you.  
He is not worthy of your time and attention and concern.  
And so you are indifferent to his best interests.  Instead of strongly desiring his happiness you are indifferent to his happiness.  It does not cause you any sorrow if he is unhappy (you might even enjoy it). 
You regard yourself and your own immediate desires as a higher priority than that person.  You do not delight in or enjoy the person.  You become blind to everything that is good and beautiful about him.  You cannot see the image of God in him.  You cannot see him as a precious treasure that is highly valued in God’s sight.  You cannot enjoy God through him like you can with people you love.
So back in chapter 2 we learned that all of that is hatred, and now here in chapter 3 we find it is also Cain-likeness.  It is opposition against God, refusal to take the way of repentance, giving yourself over to Satan, and taking that opposition out on someone God loves.  And whether that goes all the way to butchering someone in a field or just being cool and indifferent toward a brother it doesn’t matter – it’s all Cain-likeness.

15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 

How can he say that all unbelievers are murderers?  He can say it because the one orchestrating all these murders and all of the rest of the evil in this world is in a war against Jesus Christ, and all unbelievers are on his side in this war.
If it is World War II and you have to decide which side you are going to fight on, and you choose Hitler’s side, by making that choice you take upon yourself the guilt of what that side is doing.  And that is true even if your gun jams, or all your shots miss or you serve in the background so you do not actually kill anybody.  Still – if you join Hitler’s army you take upon yourself the guilt of what Hitler was doing.  And if you join Satan’s army you take upon yourself culpability for what Satan is doing.  And Satan was a murderer from the beginning. 
What do non-Christians do with their lives other than promote spiritual death?  They themselves are dead to God.  They cannot have any positive, personal interactions of love with God, their eyes are blind to what is wonderful about Him, their ears are deaf to what He says, their hearts are as cold as stone to His will- they are dead.  Any influence they exert is going to be to influence people to be like they are.  They hinder people from passing from death to life.  All their conversation, their attitudes, their books, their movies, their newscasts, their journalism, their politics, their commercials – all of it is designed to portray this world as better than what God offers.  And that keeps people in a state of spiritual death.  And if you prevent people from access to life, what is the difference between you and a murderer?  It is actually worse, because spiritual life is far more important than physical life.

Day 3: The Way of Christ (Lay down your life)
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.

When Cain went the way of non-love someone ended up dead – his brother.  When Jesus Christ came and showed His way someone ended up dead – and it was Jesus.  Hatred lays down the life of your brother.  Love lays down your own life.
And that is the example for how we are to live.

16 … And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 

What does that mean?  To literally die for someone?  Sure, if need be.  That is what Christ did.  If that is what the situation calls for – yes, go ahead and die for your brother.
But I do not think that is primarily what John has in mind.  It cannot be the norm in the Christian life to die for a brother.  If it were – we would all die for each other and we would all be dead!  It is really very rare that anyone ever gets into a situation where they can save a brother’s life by sacrificing his own.

Lay down your life = sacrificing for your brother
And besides that, John is saying that this kind of love is how you know for sure that you are born again.  Surely he is not saying you cannot know if you are saved until after you die for someone.  So what does John mean by lay down your life?  Just look at the very next verse.

17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

That is how you lay down your life for your brother.  You give up what is precious to you to meet his needs, and you love him in your heart and your deeds.  When there is a collision of needs or desires or preferences, you lay down your life.  You die to yourself.  You give up your comfort and your possessions and your rights and your desires in favor of your brother’s.  That is the way of Christ.
You might say, “What if I don’t have the resources to help a needy friend?”  He needs a huge amount of money and I hardly have anything.  That is one reason why we have a benevolence fund, and every first Sunday of the month we have a benevolence offering.  Everyone pitches in what they can and it adds up to be enough to meet some significant needs.
And certainly if this applies to material resources it would apply to other resources – like your spiritual gift.  So a big part of loving one another is being devoted to your ministry in the church.

Compassion 
So you can help in that way – but the point of this passage goes deeper than just meeting needs.  Do you see the word “pity” in verse 17?  The literal translation of that is this:

 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but shuts the door of his feelings of compassion for him, how can the love of God be in him? 

The picture is of shutting the door of your compassion.  We all do that.  You see someone who has a need – a financial need, or they need help with some hard project, or they are really depressed and need hours of encouragement - you see some really needy person and at that moment you are focused on your own stuff and you really do not want to give up what you had planned, and so you just go right inside your heart and slam closed the doorway to your compassion.  You just shut it off.  You look at that person like an old, hardened ER doctor who has seen so many injuries that he just looks at hurt people as cases to be handled and nothing can reach his feelings of compassion anymore.  You just assess the person clinically and say, “Oh, what she needs is this, this, and this” but you guard yourself from feeling anything.  I translated the word “feelings of compassion” because it is literally the word for your stomach – your gut – where you feel it physically when you really feel sorry for someone who is hurting.  We see someone suffering; we think it is too much for us to be able to help them, so we just shut the door to our feelings so that we don’t have to go through the agony of compassion.  And make no mistake – compassion is agony.  That is why it causes you to weep with those who weep.
And there are all kinds of reasons why we slam the door of compassion.  “I don’t have the resources to be able to help.”  Or “He didn’t seem to care when I was suffering, why should I care now?”  Or “I’m sure someone else will step in and help.”  Or how about this one - “He got himself into this mess – it’s his own fault.”  Aren’t you glad Jesus did not think that way?
When we use those excuses we are using the world’s reasoning.  We are behaving like atheists.  You do not have the resources to help?  Your Father created the universe!  The person did not earn your mercy by showing you mercy?  All the better!  All the more God-like your mercy will be then.  You are sure someone else will step in and help?  Where is that going to get you on judgment day when God asks you to give an account for why you didn’t help?  Were the priest and the Pharisee innocent because the Good Samaritan finally helped the guy?
He got himself into this mess?  It is his own fault?  Doesn’t that make him all the more needy?  The needier he is the more compassion it calls for.  And so if it is his own fault – that calls for more compassion, not less.
The way of Christ does not give or withhold love based on the person’s worthiness, nor does the way of Christ dole out love based on how well the other person is showing love.

Day 4: Humility
Everywhere you look in Scripture you see the connection between humility and love.  They are two sides of the same coin.  The world’s “love” is based on pride.  The main focus is on me, and how I am being treated.  And I will love you, give to you, serve you, be nice to you, show you compassion; but the whole time I am doing all that I have got my eye on the scorecard to see if you are treating me right.  And if you aren’t, then I might cut off my acts of love in retaliation, or I might step up my acts of love in order to get you to respond with more love toward me.  That second response seems loving, but it is not.  It is pure selfishness.
The world loves by making sure there is a give and take relationship.  Selfish pride is always pointing out how you are failing to love me properly, and you are not being nice enough in this way and you are not serving me right in that way – that is the way of Cain.  Remember, the way of Cain is to lay your brother’s life down.  And so in the context of laying down your life in the sense of setting aside your comforts to serve your brother, the way of Cain is to say, “You need to make sure you are treating me good.
- you sacrifice for me, 
- you give to me, 
- you show love to me, 
- you show compassion and kindness and understanding to me…
(and it can all sound very sanctimonious – “The Bible requires this of you.  Darrell said to do this in his sermon last week.  It is your Christian duty to love me better.”)  If your focus is on whether your brother is laying his life down for you – that is the way of Cain.
When you confront people for their sin, is it usually because of sin against you or others?  When people sinned against the Father Jesus rebuked them harshly and became angry and overturned tables.  But when they struck Him in the face He opened not His mouth.  That is the way of Christ – sensitive to sins against others, overlooks sins against self.  That is humility.  Ask yourself – When I point out sins in others is it mostly sins against me that I am pointing out?  That is pride.
The way of Christ is for you to lay your life down for your brother regardless of whether he deserves it and regardless of whether he is laying his life down for you or not.  The way of Cain is the way of pride – “You lay your life down.”  The way of Christ is the way of humility and love – “I’ll lay my life down for you.”  Either way someone’s life gets laid down.
And if you want a picture of the humility of Christ, the best place to go is Philippians 2.

Philippians 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus

So what was Jesus’ attitude in this matter?  Did He take the 50-50 approach – you do your share and I will do mine?  You love me properly and I will love you properly?  Is that the Philippians model?

Philippians 2:3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves. 

It is wrong to treat people as equals.  Do not consider others of equal importance with you.  If you have an attitude that says, “It is just as important for you to serve me as it is for me to serve you” – that is the way of Cain.  The way of Christ is to say, “No – we are not equals – you are more important than me.  Your need are more important than mine.  Your comfort is more important than mine.  Your desires are more important than mine.”
And so if there is an inequity – if it turns out I am giving a lot more than you are giving – that is great, because that is exactly how it should be!  I ought to be giving more than you are giving because you are more important than me.  That is the way of Christ.
This is the natural attitude of love.  The more you love someone the easier this is.  Isn’t there someone you just dearly love and you have the highest regard for, and when you picture that person in your mind right now and think of having this attitude it is a delightful thought?
How about if you take it from the other direction?  There is someone in this church, or another church, or in your family (or in your marriage) or somewhere, for whom it is very hard for you to imagine happily laying down your life.  That person rubs you the wrong way, irritates you, annoys you, offends you, bugs you, bothers you, hurts you; and the thought of loving that person this way just seems impossible right now.

Day 5: He’s more important than you
I want you to imagine getting a summons from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself to appear before Him (in person) next Sunday morning right here on this stage.  So you show up and there He is, in all His infinite glory and splendor.  On the drive in you see countless millions of angels and other awesome heavenly beings gathered around for miles and miles around this church shouting praises to the glorified Christ.  When you look at His glory it is so staggering that you feel your very existence begin to disintegrate, and you can tell that if it were not for His special power holding you together right now you would go up in a puff of smoke.  And it is finally obvious to you how true it is that nothing is better than for Jesus Christ to have this glory and honor.  It is the most important thing there is.
And at the same moment your awe and wonder and amazement start to give way to sheer, abject terror, as one by one your sins and guilt start to rise up in your conscience.  For the first time in your life you have some idea of the magnitude of your evil and guilt because you can see it as an offense against this amazing glory of Christ.  And the horror of your guilt becomes crushing and at that moment you wish you were never born.  You realize that nothing would be more fitting than for you to be punished forever in hell.
And at that moment Christ begins to speak.  And He says to you, “The reason you feel this way is because I just gave you a glimpse into your own heart.  And you beg Him, “Please – shut it off.  I can’t stand to look at it.  My wickedness and guilt is too much, I can’t stand to see it for another second.”  And Jesus says, “Two thousand years ago I looked into the future and saw exactly what you are looking at right now.  I saw the galactic sin and guilt in your heart.  I saw every sin you would ever commit against Me – even the ones you cannot see now because you haven’t even committed them yet.  And even as I raged against you in My wrath, at the same time I had compassion on you.  I saw how needy you were of mercy.  Most people I send to hell for their sins, but you – I decided to have compassion on you.  And so I did what you just did.  I took a look at all My infinite glory and splendor and majesty and all these angels shouting praises and took infinite delight in the rightness and goodness of it all, and then I looked at you – at your infinite guilt and unworthiness; and I said to the Father – ‘His need for mercy is more important to Me right now than all this splendor I enjoy and fellowship here with You in heaven.’  And so I gave it all up and took on human flesh and subjected Myself to weakness and pain and sorrow and ridicule and the worst imaginable treatment.  And then I gathered up all of your sin and guilt and took it upon My own shoulders and bore the wrath of My Father in ways I could never explain to your finite mind.  I did all that, because I decided that your need was more important than My own splendor.”
By this time you are flat on your face on the ground before Him.  And he tells you, “Get up.”  And as you rise to your feet he calls up that person that you don’t like up to the stage next to you and says to you, “I want you to turn and face that person.”  You say, “Yes Lord,” and you turn.  And after you look at the person for a few moments the Lord says, “OK, now look back at Me.”  Your knees begin to buckle again and He says, “No, stay on your feet and look at Me and listen carefully to what I’m going to say to you.”  And you can feel the Holy Spirit propping you up as you tremble in fear before the great King of kings.  And then He says your name, and then points this person you don’t like: “Darrell, that person standing there next to you is more important than you are – do you understand Me?”
And then He holds out His finger and points to the person again and says “Look at him/her.”  And you do, but out of the corner of your eye you notice the nail mark in Jesus’ hand.  And Jesus says, “I died to purchase that person’s forgiveness.  His sin was laid on My back right along with your sin.  If you have a problem with that person, you have a problem with Me.  Because I deeply love him.  And if you love Me you will love Him too.  Lay down your life for him for My sake, and I will repay you 1000 times for everything you give up.”
Beloved, we are the children of God.  There is nothing for us in the way of Cain.  And there is everything for us in the way of Christ.

