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Purifying Hope
Offspring of God Part 1
1 John 2:29-3:3

Summary: Behold!  What astonishing love that God made us His children!  And what we will be will even be greater – more like Him as a result of seeing His attributes.  And hoping in that transforms us now.

HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425369" Introduction	2
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425370" Verse 1 Present Status – Children!	3
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425371" Behold!	3
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425372" Love	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425373" Lavished	5
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425374" “Called	7
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425375" How great	8
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425376" Children	8
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425377" Benefits	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425378" Access	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425379" Chastisement	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425380" What sorrow compares to this?	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425381" My Dad made that	11
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425382" They don’t know us because they didn’t know Him.	12
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425383" Verse 2 Future Hope – Transformation	13
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425384" What we will be has not yet been made known	13
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425385" We will be like Him	14
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425386" The greatest joy will be appreciating and reflecting God’s attributes	14
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425387" For we will see Him	15
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425388" How that happiness transforms you	18
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425389" Verse 3: Present Effect - Purification	19
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425390" Self-purification	20
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425391" Hope causes purification	20
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425392" The definition of hope	20
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425393" How hope purifies	23
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425394" Future hope dictates present affections	26
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc211425395" Conclusion	27

1 John 2:29-3:3 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 
1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

Introduction 
Throughout this book so far John has been describing the kinds of ways a truly saved person interacts with God.  He started out talking about fellowship with God.  Then He talked about walking with God and then stepped it up to knowing God, which points to an especially intimate and close relationship.  Then He talked about receiving your desires from God, and then being anointed by God, and then having God – having the Father and having the Son.  All of that is powerful language describing the closeness of this relationship.  But now He brings up a new aspect that goes further than any of those others – being born of God.  This is the first of ten times John mentions being born of God in this book, so this turns into a major theme. It is a major theme not only in John, but throughout the New Testament. Not all people are children of God. Most people are not. The universal fatherhood of God is a myth. The only way to have God as your Father is to be born again – born into the family of God. And that act of being born spiritually into God’s family is referred to repeatedly in the New Testament.
1 Peter 1:3 In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable
Titus 3:5 He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
John 3:6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.

2:29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 

John is going to start from that point and develop a detailed argument as we move through this chapter, but first he reacts with an emotional outburst as soon as his pen spells out those words “born of him.”

Verse 1 Children of God
Behold!
I love the NIV translation of the Bible, but there are some areas in which they really blew it and probably the biggest one is their decision not to translate all the “behold’s.”   When there word “behold” or “look” appears, they just leave it out.  That is what happened in verse 1.  The first word is “behold.”

3:1 Behold! how great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 

That word “behold” is a call to take a heart-moving look at a particular truth.  When the Bible writers tell you to behold something they want you to fix your gaze on it and don’t look away until you really see it.  And you know you can really see it when it stirs your heart and touches your affections.  If you are still unmoved by it, then you have not beheld it yet and you need to keep looking.
If the realization that you are a child of God passes in one ear and out the other and leaves your heart unmoved, there is a blindness that needs to be remedied.  Spurgeon: It is said that when one of the learned heathens was translating this, he stopped and said, "No; it cannot be; let it be written 'Subjects,' not 'Sons.' ″  It almost sounds like blasphemy the first time you hear it.  It is so undeserved.  Even if you weren’t a sinner it would be undeserved!  Even if you were perfect and never sinned a single time.  That would make you the world’s greatest servant.  But a son?  The angels don’t sin, but they are not children of God.

Hebrews 1:5 To which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son?

They are not the heirs – just we are.  Spurgeon went on to say, "What a high relationship is that of a son to his father!  What privileges a son has from his father!  What liberties a son may take with his father!  And oh! what obedience the son owes to his father, and what love the father feels towards the son!  But all that, and more than that, we now have through Christ.  "Behold!" ye angels! stop, ye seraphs!  Here is a thing more wonderful than heaven with its walls of jasper.  Behold, universe!  Open thine eyes, O world.  "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” Exegesis on 1 John 3:1-10.
So let’s do that.  Let’s slow down and look at the words in this verse one at a time so we can behold this glorious truth.
Love
First, the word love.  He could have said, “Behold, how great the gift the Lord has lavished upon us.”  Or, “Behold, how great the mercy” or “generosity” or “honor.”  And all that would be true, but those are not the most important aspects.  The most important thing is not that God gave a gift to us or that He honored us.  The most amazing thing is that He made us His own offspring because of love.  
A person that doesn’t really like you could pin a medal on your chest and honor you.  A person who does not care about you at all could give a gift to you.  What is amazing is God loved us.
Lavished
“But that doesn’t make sense.  How could God look down at me as an unbeliever before I was saved – an enemy of the cross, a sinner who constantly blasphemes His name, an ugly, putrid, rebellious, wicked object of His wrath; and love what He sees?  Love delights in its object.  Love involves enjoyment and pleasure.  If God loves me that means He really likes me.  How could God look down at an enemy and really like him?  How could He look down on a rebellious sinner and take delight in what He sees?”
Take a look at that word lavished.  The word means “given.”  This is the only place in the New Testament where love is said to be given. WBC  It was not an attraction that came from our attractiveness.  It was a shocking, inexplicable, decision God made to delight in us.
You see, one way that God is very different from us is in that He is able to command His own love.

Psalm 42:8 By day the LORD commands his love, at night his song is with me

God can order His own love around.  He can simply decide to take delight in a person and it is done.
God did not love us because of something inherently delightful in us.  It was a gift.  Have you ever tried to make someone love you and failed?  Or wished that someone would love you, but it didn’t happen?  What if God didn’t like you?  What would you do to get Him to change?  There would be absolutely nothing you could do.  And He would be perfectly just and righteous to never love you in this way.  But He decided to.
Called
The most wonderful truth in this whole verse is not even stated – it is implied.  Notice the passive voice of the word “called.”  We are called children of God – by whom?  Who is calling us that?  The world?  No – this is what they call a divine passive.  We are called children by God Himself.
That is the best thing in this whole verse.  If we took the title upon ourselves (as many people do) it would mean nothing.  If someone else gave us that title it would mean nothing.  But it is God who calls us that.  And He does so without shame or embarrassment.
Many times we have been ashamed of Him – too embarrassed to be identified with Him – too timid to speak up for Him.  But He is never like that with you.

Hebrews 11:16 Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God

And Hebrews 2:11 says Jesus is not ashamed to be called our Brother!  And Romans 8:16 says the Spirit testifies that we are God’s children too.  The whole Trinity is energized to proclaim that we are children of God!
We have no cause to ever be ashamed of the most glorious being in existence, and yet we sometimes are.  He has every reason to be ashamed to be associated with us, and yet He proclaims to the whole world in His Word that we are His beloved children.
You might think, “But if God associates Himself with us, won’t that dishonor His name when we sin?”  Yes, it does.  And yet God is willing to allow His name to be temporarily dishonored by us.
How great
What about the phrase how great?  That Greek word originally meant “from what country?”  It means what kind of love is this?  What strange, foreign country does this kind of love come from, because it certainly does not come from around here!
Compare this love to all other loves.  What is the sweetest, most delightful, most satisfying love you have ever experienced?  This is better.  There is something unique about the love a little child has for his parents.  It is affection mixed with trust.
Children
And that brings us to the word children.  Remember when you were little, in the grocery store, your mom turned the corner with the cart, all the sudden you look both ways and don’t see her.  And suddenly every cell in your body explodes with panic – that feeling of abandonment and aloneness and helplessness?  You have one desire and one desire only at that moment – your parents.  At age three you don’t know much but you do know that being three and not having parents would be the most horrible thing you could imagine.  There are not many longings or desires in life more intense than the desire for your parents as a little child.
Paul talks a lot about the fact that we are sons of God.  The term “son” emphasizes legal status – the one who gets the inheritance.  And that is a wonderful doctrine indeed.  But John uses the word children.  Adoption emphasizes legal standing, children of God emphasizes natural family relation.  We are not just adopted, we have His DNA.

1 …And that is what we are! The KJV leaves this phrase out, because it doesn’t appear in the manuscripts they used back then. But the thousands of Greek manuscripts they have discovered since 1611 show that the phrase does belong there. 

He gives us not only His name, but also His nature.
Benefits
Think about the benefits you receive from being the child of God.

Access
What about access to God?  Nothing is greater in life than access to the presence of God and that is promised only to His children.  The most important, powerful people in the world have to make an appointment if they want to see the President of the United States.  But the President’s little children can come into his room and jump up into his bed in the morning and lie down with him.  You can imagine in heaven someday, the Archangel Michael requesting an audience with the Lord - meanwhile you just come running in the door and come right up to Him like a child running to His father.
We will tremble in awe and bow just as low as the angels in worship and fear and awe, but we will also have the privileges and closeness of His own children.  And our love will eclipse theirs, because we will love Him both as our King and as our Father.

Chastisement
Another benefit is chastisement.  According to Hebrews 12:5-7 all the discipline we receive from God is redemptive – never just punitive.  He never just punishes us like He does unbelievers when they sin.  He promises that every ounce of the pain we suffer from His rod will benefit us and produce a harvest of righteousness.  

What sorrow compares to this?
What sorrow do you have in your heart that compares with this joy?  If you lose a $5 bill and the same day win the lottery, are you going to be more upset about losing the $5 than you are happy about winning the millions?  God has made you His child!  What sorrow do you have going on right now that is bigger than that?  Your marriage is hard?  Your finances are tight?  A health problem?  A relationship problem?  What are we saying to God when lesser things have a greater impact on our emotions then the privilege of sonship?  How can we ever complain or grumble or worry?  Are His riches and wonders and grace not enough for us?

My Dad made that
I used to work with someone who would bring up God every time someone would make a comment about the creation.. Someone would say, “Wow!  Look at that mountain.  That is awesome!”  And she would say, “Oh, My Dad made that.  You like that?”
“That sunset is spectacular!”
“Oh, thanks.”
“Thanks?”
“Well, yeah – My Father made it.”
Think about this: your Father is the Author of life. He is the Architect of the Universe. Your Father is the Source of all beauty. Your Dad is worshipped by the angels, whom He created. Your Father will be the one with the gavel on Judgment Day. The one who takes care of you is the King of kings, whose presence makes the foundations of the earth tremble. The one who guides you is the Light of the world. The one who feeds you is the Bread of life. God is your Father!
(And if you had a bad father then just realize that everything about your earthly father that disappointed you - the reason those things bother you is because they are unlike your Father in heaven.)
The world’s opinion is wrong
And if the people in the world try to make you out to be just like them, don’t fall for it.  That is the point of the last line in the verse.

1 …The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

They do not recognize us as anything special.  They think we are just like them.  They think all religions are the same and all people are the same.  They think everyone is fundamentally good on the inside, and we are all seeking essentially the same thing – just in different ways.  You take your path and I take my path, but it doesn’t matter; all roads lead to heaven.
Or another tactic is they will point to our sin and say, “See, you are all a bunch of hypocrites.  There is no difference between you and anyone else. If anyone ever tries to use that as an excuse to reject Christianity, make sure you point out to them that it would be impossible for a Christian to be a hypocrite in that sense.  A hypocrite is someone who claims to be one thing and is really something else.  What do Christians claim to be?  Sinners.  A Christian is someone who admits that he has sinned against God and is in need of forgiveness through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ on the basis of Jesus’ death on the cross.  So Christians are a collection of people who claim to be sinners.  Which means the only way we could be hypocrites in that claim is if deep down we were secretly perfect.  A person claiming to be a sinner can’t be lying.  You are not righteous.  You don’t have any special access to God beyond what we have.”  They do not know us.  They are completely ignorant about the most important parts of who we are.  And that should come as no surprise to you, because they did not recognize Him either.  So do not be intimidated or dismayed by them.  If they see God in human flesh and conclude He is from the devil and they nail Him to a cross, why do you care about what they think?  They have proven themselves the most inept judges imaginable.  Never let the world or their ignorant theories diminish any of your joy over who you are.

Verse 2 Future Hope

John wants you to have unbounded joy over your current status as a child of God.  But now, in verse 2, he wants to pile hope on top of joy.
What we will be has not yet been made known
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 

Everything we just talked about is wonderful, but what is coming is better – better than a parent-child relationship.  We will still be His children forever.  In fact, some aspects of our adoption are still future (Ro.8:23).  But on that Day, when we see Him face to face, our relationship with God then will be closer and more wonderful even than a parent-child relationship.  Even closer and more wonderful than a husband-wife relationship.
“What kind of relationship is closer and more wonderful than that?  What could there possibly be that would be greater than being His child or His Bride?”  We don’t know – it isn’t revealed.  In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul says, “Don’t even bother asking that question.  Your body in heaven will be as different from your current body as a tree is from a seed” (1 Cor.15:35-38).  And here John is telling us the same is true about your relationship to God.  You cannot even begin to imagine what the tree is going to look like by examining the seed, so don’t even try.
We will be like Him 
We do know one thing about it, however.  We know it will have something to do with greater resemblance.

2 … what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

The greatest joy will be appreciating and reflecting God’s attributes
When people try to imagine heaven they usually try to think of what would be the most enjoyable circumstances possible.  What is that?  What circumstances would generate the greatest possible enjoyment?  The answer is, the greatest possible enjoyment is without question that which God enjoys the most, right?  He can have or do anything He wants – there is nothing that restricts or inhibits Him from having whatever He most desires, and He has perfect desires.  So whatever God enjoys most is for sure the most enjoyable thing there is or could possibly be.  And what God enjoys most is His own glory – His attributes.
He loves having those attributes, and He loves putting them on display for others to enjoy.  And so the greatest enjoyment possible for us will be twofold: To see and experience that glory and those attributes firsthand without anything hindering your ability to appreciate them, and to actually have them yourself.  To see God and to be like God.  That is what will be the greatest, most enjoyable thing about heaven – increased ability to enjoy God because of how much more like Him we will be.
So our relationship with God then will be something greater than a parent-child relationship.  It will be something greater than we can conceive of now.  And we do not know what that is yet, but we do know that it will involve us becoming like Him.  We won’t ever become gods.  He will forever remain the Creator and we will forever remain finite creatures.  But our character will be transformed to be like His.  And John tells us in verse 2 how that will happen.
For we will see Him
2. …We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

On that day we will have a much clearer view of God than we have now.

1 Corinthians 13:12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

So exactly what is it that will we see?  And how will seeing that transform us?  Is it that you are going to look at the physical face of Jesus and be so amazed at the shape of His nose and the color of His eyes and the style of His hair that it will transform your heart?  What will we see that will have such a transforming effect on us?
I can tell you exactly what you will see on that day.  You will see His attributes.  An attribute is anything that is true about God.  Some examples of His attributes are  His power and goodness and wisdom and grace and generosity and justice and wrath and eternality and His delight in His children and His interest in our prayers and His compassion, the perfect balance of wrath and mercy and the ideal combination of majesty and gentleness, and hundreds of others.
That is what He is like now and that is what He will be like then and forever.  And seeing that means not only being able to observe it, but also to appreciate it and experience it. That is what it means to see a person.  When I say, “We are going to Minnesota to see Tracy’s parents” we don’t mean we are just going to go stare at them.  The point is we are going to be with them and experience their presence and interact with them enjoy being around them.  That is very similar to the way John is using the word “see” here.  Right now you know that Jesus Christ is powerful, but you know that only by faith – your firsthand experience of it is sketchy.  It may not cause you to want to shout and dance for joy right now because your heart is blind to what is so wonderful about it.
Imagine a friend installed something in your house that was a new invention of his.  It is called an autocleaner, and you have only a vague idea of what it is.  Finally, after a few months he starts to suspect that you don’t really appreciate what this invention really is, so he comes over to your house to show you what it can do.  You are embarrassed when he shows up, because your house is a huge mess.  He says, “That’s the beauty of this invention – just press that button.”  So you press the button, and within two minutes the house is immaculate.  Everything is put away where it belongs, dishes are done, laundry is put away, everything’s dusted, swept, mopped, vacuumed – everything.  Now you are very happy about this gift.  Before it didn’t make you all that happy because you were blind to what an autocleaner really was.  But now that your eyes have been opened to what is so wonderful about it, it has an effect on your heart and how much joy you have and how delighted you are by this thing.
That is exactly how it will be on the day that your eyes are opened to really see what is so wonderful about the attributes of Jesus Christ.  Instead of seeing firsthand what “autocleaner” really means, you will see firsthand what “Savior” really means.  And “King” and “Lord” and “Father” and “Friend” and “Master” and “Eternal One” and “All-powerful One” and “Shepherd” and “Hearer of our prayers” and “Judge” and “Advocate” and “Comforter” and a thousand other attributes.  And at that moment you will be orders of magnitude happier than you have ever been before.

How that happiness transforms you
Now, you might think, “I can see how that would make me happy, but how will it transform me morally?”  The reason it will transform you morally is because when you see firsthand how wonderful God’s righteousness is, and the eyes of your heart are opened so that you can appreciate what is so delightful about it, sin will have no pull on your heart at all.  When you set some corrupted, temporary, shallow pleasure alongside some spectacular, breathtaking, infinite, eternal pleasure you only desire the corrupted, shallow one if you are blind to the spectacular, breathtaking one.  But once you see the breathtaking one for what it is you have zero desire for the corrupted one.
[By the way – that is why we are studying the attributes of God on Thursday nights.  No matter what spiritual problem or goal you have in your life right now, the solution is greater appreciation of God’s attributes.  And that comes when you experience those attributes personally through fellowship with God.  And that is what we are learning how to do in that study.]
So the whole process of fighting against sin in this life is a process of having our eyes opened wider to what is so great about the attributes of God.  That is how you get victory over every sin.  And so on that Day when you see Him as He is – when the blinders are ripped away and you are able to see firsthand and personally experience…
His patience and 
sovereignty and 
knowledge and 
tenderness and 
generosity and 
transcendence and 
nearness and 
food-likeness and 
all the rest – when you see all that in such a way as to be able to appreciate what is so absolutely, breath-takingly marvelous about those things, it will cause heart-transforming, righteousness-producing, sin-dwarfing, God-glorifying joy in your heart that is beyond anything you have ever experienced.

Verse 3: Present Purification
So seeing God will purify us then, and our looking forward to that purifies us now.

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies To purify something in Old Testament times originally meant to withdraw that thing from the profane, to make it fit for worship.  When they took something out of the common, ordinary, everyday existence and used it in some special, sacred purpose in worship – the process of doing that was called purifying.  And John is saying that is what we do to ourselves if we have this hope.  When you live a righteous life you are making yourself a holy, sacred tool in the holy presence of God – like the ark or the altar or the showbread. himself, just as he is pure. 

So how does that work?  How does hope purify you?
Self-purification
Before we answer that let’s take notice of the fact that this passage is definitely talking about self-purification.  Some people teach that grace means you put forth no effort.  They say if you do anything, then that is works, not grace.  That is called Keswick theology, Usually when people fall into the error of quietism (or Keswick theology – the idea that there are no commands for Christians and that you don’t put forth effort in living the Christian life)- usually those people have that view because they are worried about legalism.  They think if some effort is required on our part to follow rules, that’s legalism. 
    Legalism is a real danger.  We certainly do not want to reduce the Christian life to just another moral code – like every other religion.  So what is the balance between grace and obedience that safeguards us from legalism?  There are several, but one of them is right here in this text.  One of the things that keeps us from falling into legalism is to realize that we do not obey just for the purpose of fulfilling a certain moral code.  We obey because we delight in all that God is.  We obey because conformity to His likeness springs naturally from hoping in Him.  The joy we get from looking forward to seeing Him as He is has a transforming effect.
     Does that mean the power comes from us?  No, the power comes from God.  Does it mean God deserves most of the credit and we deserve a little bit of the credit?  No – all the glory belongs to God.  Does it mean we add something to the work of Christ on the cross, or assist the Holy Spirit in His work?  No.  Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient, and the Holy Spirit does not need our help in any way.  In fact, for your free will to be involved in the process that requires even more work on the part of the Holy Spirit.
     We are like little toddlers.  When a toddler helps you with a project that makes the project harder, not easier.  When we participate in our own sanctification that requires more work on the Holy Spirit’s part not less, because He has to do the really hard work of working in you both to will and to act. and it runs into a real snag in passages like this.  It is a self-refuting system because you have to put forth effort to read their books.
In the Old Testament there were certain rituals that were prescribed by God for the people to make themselves ritually clean before entering His presence.  By doing those rituals the people were not generating their own purity.  They were simply responding to the way God desired to purify them.  And it is the same for us.  We are not the source of the transforming power, but our will and actions are involved.
Hope causes purification
The definition of hope
So our hope causes purification.  And to understand how that works we need to make sure we understand what hope is.  In popular usage today the word hope means wish.  “I hope my candidate wins the election” or “I hope it doesn’t rain today.”  It is just a wish that says nothing about the likelihood that things will turn out that way.
That is not the way the word is used in Scripture.  The biblical term hope refers to the happiness that you have now because of some upcoming blessing that you are so sure is going to happen that you are already happy about it.  It is happiness borrowed from tomorrow.  It is the opposite of worry.  Worry is when you decide to suffer tomorrow’s pain today.  Hope is when you enjoy some of tomorrow’s joy today.  If you are in a good mood on Friday because Saturday you leave for the vacation of a lifetime – your good mood on Friday is hope.  You are not even on vacation yet, but you are so sure it is going to happen, and you are so sure you are going to like it that you are already feeling joy and happiness.  Hope is a feeling of happiness and well-being and delight that comes from anticipating some future blessing.  And it does not exist unless your soul is convinced of two things: That this blessing will indeed happen and that it will indeed be enjoyable. 
Hope is an essential component of life.  Your heart is constantly scanning the horizon of the future to look for upcoming blessings.  And each good thing that shows up on the radar gives you a little injection of joy in the present.  And it is those injections of joy are what keep you going through life.
Once in a while, your radar scans the future and sees no sign of anything good.  There is nothing to look forward to, and the result is depression.  That is why when you are depressed not even pleasant things in the present can cheer you up.  If there is no joy from anticipated things in the future, enjoyment in the present isn’t enough to sustain real joy.  Hope is a major part of what keeps us going in life.  It gives you strength and motivation and courage and joy.
But the quality of your strength and motivation and courage and joy depends upon the quality of your hope.  If all my hope comes from looking forward to a paycheck and the weekend, that is a shallow hope so the result will be very little strength, weak motivation and courage, and tepid joy.  But if there are too many bumps in the road my joy will be out the window.
Now, if the thing I am looking forward to is a little bigger – a big vacation, or an exciting new job, or my wedding day, or the birth of a child - those things are bigger hopes, and so they provide bigger doses of hope.  If one of those things is coming up in a few days it will take a lot bigger trial to put me in a bad mood or cause me to feel overwhelmed or discouraged.  Although - some trials are so big that they will get you down even if you have those big hopes.  Getting diagnosed with terminal cancer, losing a child, getting a divorce – things like that can get a person down even a few days before some really wonderful event.
There is only one hope great enough to supply joy and strength and motivation and courage that are untouchable by any trial or any suffering of any magnitude.  And that is the hope that Peter talked about in… 

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, having prepared your minds for action … set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.

When you are able hope in the grace that you will receive at the Second Coming that hope is the most powerful hope there is.  It produces the deepest joy and the most unassailable strength.  Not even the worst imaginable suffering in this world can bring you down when the source of your joy is the anticipation of the Second Coming.  And the more you learn about how wonderful that Day is going to be, and the more confident you are that it will actually happen, and the more you fix your heart on thinking about it; the more powerful and untouchable your joy will become.

How hope purifies
Now, back to John’s statement in verse 3.

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

If you get your strength and courage and motivation and joy in life from looking forward to seeing Christ as He is- seeing His kindness and power and beauty and faithfulness and wisdom and compassion and holiness and all the rest of His countless attributes; when seeing that firsthand and being transformed by it is your hope in life, then that means your heart takes delight in those things.  And if that is the case you are going to strive to live that way.
Just take one attribute – for example, kindness.  If the source of your joy in life is looking forward to seeing the Lord’s kindness firsthand and being transformed by that so that you are kind - if that is your hope in life, then your affections are going to hold kindness in the highest regard.  Your heart will look at the virtue of kindness and think, “That is beautiful.  I love that.  Kindness is delightful and good and pleasing and desirable and I want it.”  And you will do all you can to obtain that virtue.  
I think it is probably safe to say that one reason why we don’t have greater hope in the Second Coming is because we think of it in such vague, general terms.  We do not think through what it will be like to see Him.  We imagine some spectacular fireworks in the sky or some bright light or maybe a comforting smile or whatever, and that is about as far as our thinking goes.  And that is not enough to generate hope.  We need to contemplate exactly what it is we are going to see and experience on that day when we see Him.  And what we will see will be His attributes.
When God showed His glory to Moses in Exodus 34 what He showed him was His attributes.

Exodus 33:18-23 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 

34:6-7 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,  7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished…

When David saw God in the Temple what did he see?

Psalms 63:2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory

When David saw God what he saw was God’s attributes – His power and glory.
Jesus said in John 14:9 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  The people who saw Jesus saw the glory of God.

2 Corinthians 4:6 [God has] us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

The people who saw Jesus saw love and compassion and wisdom and wrath and tenderness and forgiveness, etc.
Now, in each of those cases the full display of the glory of God was veiled, so it could be seen by sinful men.  And what we will behold at the Second Coming will be far greater.  But it won’t be fundamentally different.  What we will see will be the display of His marvelous attributes.
If seeing God on that day were just some unimaginable spectacle that is completely different from anything you have ever seen, then it would be hard to gain much hope from it.  You cannot get much joy from anticipating some unknown abstraction that is unlike anything you can imagine.  But God has given us enough experiences of beauty in this world so that we can get joy from anticipating beholding beauty more beautiful than any beauty we have ever seen.  He has given us enough experiences of faithfulness that we can imagine greater faithfulness.  We have experienced enough power that we can look forward to far greater power.  If you want the anticipation of the Second Coming to bring hope into your heart, learn to love the experience of the attributes of God.  (Again – that is the purpose of what we are doing on Thursday nights.)

Future hope dictates present affections
John goes on to talk about the fact that no one who continues in unrepentant sin is in this category.  That is because hoping in seeing Him and unrepentant sin are by definition mutually exclusive.   If someone says, “My hope is to behold the glory of God and be transformed by it into the image of Christ,” but then he turns around and says, “That’s my hope for the future, but right now I want to do the opposite of that and enjoy sin,” he is kidding himself.
If you are in Colorado and you claim your great hope is to get to California, but you just keep driving east – and you say, “For now I’m driving east.  But what gives me joy is the thought of being in the West.  And once I arrive in California, then I’ll take delight in being out West” that does not make any sense.  If a soldier says, “What gives me joy in life – and the source of my motivation and courage and strength, is the prospect of the United States winning this war.  For now I want to fight on the enemy’s side and fight against the US.  But what really gives me joy is the prospect of the US winning.”  That is nonsense.  If you really do receive joy from your anticipation of something, then you are not going to choose a course that leads in the opposite direction.

Conclusion
The most certain of all realities is the fact that someday the Lord Jesus Christ will return in power and great glory.  It is going to happen.  It is as certain as your very existence.  And when He comes, He will transform you with an act of infinite power.  Almighty God will act upon you with an action of power and love greater than all of the divine power that holds the oceans in place.
	Power greater than that which keeps the galaxies spinning.

Power greater than that which gives life to all creatures.
This corruptible will put on incorruption, and this mortal immortality. 
This natural body of weakness will become a spiritual body of power.
	This dishonorable flesh will give way to glory and honor.
You will stand before His judgment seat and every circumstance of your life will be dealt with.  Injustices will be made right.  Lies about you will be corrected.  All of His promises to you will be fulfilled.  Rewards will be heaped upon you – rewards specially tailored to be delightful to your particular soul.
All your sins – sins of your youth, secret sins, rebellion, disobedience - all will be dealt with.  God will require an accounting, all will be judged, and after the judgment, acquittal!  And after acquittal, peace and rest and joy and life and hope and singing and shouting and dancing for joy with a capacity for enjoyment of God and happiness infinitely beyond anything ever imagined in this life.

1 John 3:1 Behold! What on earth kind of love has the Father lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.

What if you are not a child of God?

John 1:11-12 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God

Place your faith and all your hope in Him, and you will be born again.

Benediction: Heb.6:18-20  God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.

Devotionals
Day 1: Behold!

3:1 Behold! how great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 

That word “behold” is a call to take a heart-moving look at a particular truth.  When the Bible writers tell you to behold something they want you to fix your gaze on it and don’t look away until you really see it.  And you know you can really see it when it stirs your heart and touches your affections.  If you are still unmoved by it, then you haven’t beheld it yet and you need to keep looking.
If the realization that you are a child of God passes in one ear and out the other and leaves your heart unmoved, there is a blindness that needs to be remedied.  Spurgeon: It is said that when one of the learned heathens was translating this, he stopped and said, "No; it cannot be; let it be written 'Subjects,' not 'Sons.'″   It almost sounds like blasphemy the first time you hear it.  It is so undeserved.  Even if you weren’t a sinner it would be undeserved!  Even if you were perfect and never sinned a single time.  That would make you the world’s greatest servant.  But a son?  The angels don’t sin, but they aren’t children of God.

Hebrews 1:5 To which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son?

They are not the heirs – just we are.  Spurgeon went on to say, "What a high relationship is that of a son to his father!  What privileges a son has from his father!  What liberties a son may take with his father!  And oh! what obedience the son owes to his father, and what love the father feels towards the son!  But all that, and more than that, we now have through Christ.  "Behold!" ye angels!  stop, ye seraphs!  Here is a thing more wonderful than heaven with its walls of jasper.  Behold, universe!  Open thine eyes, O world.  "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.” Exegesis on 1 John 3:1-10.
Love
He could have said, “Behold, how great the gift the Lord has lavished upon us.”  Or, “Behold, how great the mercy” or “generosity” or “honor.”  And all that would be true, but those are not the most important aspects.  The most important thing is not that God gave a gift to us or that He honored us.  The most amazing thing is that He made us His own offspring because of love.
Lavished
How could God look down at me as an unbeliever before I was saved – an enemy of the cross, a sinner who constantly blasphemes His name, an ugly, putrid, rebellious, wicked object of His wrath; and love what He sees?  Love delights in its object.  Love involves enjoyment and pleasure.  If God loves me that means He really likes me.  How could God look down at an enemy and really like him?  How could He look down on a rebellious sinner and take delight in what He sees?”
Take a look at that word lavished.  The word means “given.”  This is the only place in the New Testament where love is said to be given. WBC  It wasn’t an attraction that came from our attractiveness.  It was a shocking, inexplicable, decision God made to delight in us.
You see, one way that God is very different from us is in that He is able to command His own love.

Psalm 42:8 By day the LORD commands his love, at night his song is with me

God can order His own love around.  He can simply decide to take delight in a person and it is done.
God did not love us because of something inherently delightful in us.  It was a gift.  Have you ever tried to make someone love you and failed?  Or wished that someone would love you, but it didn’t happen?  What if it God didn’t like you?  What would you do to get Him to change?  There would be absolutely nothing you could do.  And He would be perfectly just and righteous to never love you in this way.  But He decided to.
Children
Remember when you were little, in the grocery store, your mom turned the corner with the cart, all the sudden you look both ways and don’t see her.  And suddenly every cell in your body explodes with panic – that feeling of abandonment and aloneness and helplessness?  You have one desire and one desire only at that moment – your parents.  At age three you don’t know much but you do know that being three and not having parents would be the most horrible thing you could imagine.  There are not many longings or desires in life more intense than the desire for your parents as a little child.
Paul talks a lot about the fact that we are sons of God.  The term “son” emphasizes legal status – the one who gets the inheritance.  And that is a wonderful doctrine indeed.  But John uses the word children.  Adoption emphasizes legal standing, children of God emphasizes natural family relation.  We are not just adopted, we have His DNA.

1 …And that is what we are!

He gives us not only His name, but also His nature.
Benefits
Think about the benefits you receive from being the child of God.

Access
What about access to God?  Nothing is greater in life than access to the presence of God and that is promised only to His children.  The most important, powerful people in the world have to make an appointment if they want to see the President of the United States.. But the President’s little children can come into his room and jump up into his bed in the morning and lie down with him.  You can imagine in heaven someday, the Archangel Michael requesting an audience with the Lord - meanwhile you just come running in the door and come right up to Him like a child running to His father.
We will tremble in awe and bow just as low as the angels in worship and fear and awe, but we will also have the privileges and closeness of His own children.  And our love will eclipse theirs, because we will love Him both as our King and as our Father.

Chastisement
Another benefit is chastisement.  According to Hebrews 12:5-7 all the discipline we receive from God is redemptive – never just punitive.  He never just punishes us like He does unbelievers when they sin.  He promises that every ounce of the pain we suffer from His rod will benefit us and produce a harvest of righteousness.  

What sorrow compares to this?
What sorrow do you have in your heart that compares with this joy?  If you lose a $5 bill and the same day win the lottery, are you going to be more upset about losing the $5 than you are happy about winning the millions?  God has made you His child!  What sorrow do you have going on right now that is bigger than that?  Your marriage is hard?  Your finances are tight?  A health problem?  A relationship problem?  What are we saying to God when lesser things have a greater impact on our emotions then the privilege of sonship?  How can we ever complain or grumble or worry?  Are His riches and wonders and grace not enough for us?

My Dad made that
I used to work with someone who would bring up God every time someone would make a comment about the creation.  Someone would say, “Wow! Look at that mountain. That is awesome!”  And she would say, “Oh, My Dad made that.  You like that?”
“That sunset is spectacular!”
“Oh, thanks.”
“Thanks?”
“Well, yeah – My Father made it.”
Think about this: your Father is the Author of life.  
	He is the Architect of the Universe.

Your Father is the Source of all beauty.
Your Dad is worshipped by the angels, whom He created.
Your Father will be the one with the gavel on Judgment Day.
The one who takes care of you is the King of kings, whose presence makes the foundations of the earth tremble.
The one who guides you is the Light of the world.
The one who feeds you is the Bread of life.
God is your Father!


Day 2: Future Hope
John wants you to have unbounded joy over your current status as a child of God.  But now, in verse 2, he wants to pile hope on top of joy.
What we will be has not yet been made known
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 

Everything we just talked about is wonderful, but what is coming is better – better than a parent-child relationship.  We will still be His children forever.  In fact, some aspects of our adoption are still future (Romans 8:23).  But on that Day, when we see Him face to face, our relationship with God then will be closer and more wonderful even than a parent-child relationship.  Even closer and more wonderful than a husband-wife relationship.
“What kind of relationship is closer and more wonderful than that?  What could there possibly be that would be greater than being His child or His Bride?”  We don’t know – it isn’t revealed.  In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul says, “Don’t even bother asking that question.  Your body in heaven will be as different from your current body as a tree is from a seed” (1 Cor.15:35-38).  And here John is telling us the same is true about your relationship to God.  You cannot even begin to imagine what the tree is going to look like by examining the seed, so don’t even try.
We will be like Him 
We do know one thing about it, however.  We know it will have something to do with greater resemblance.

2 … what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

The greatest joy will be appreciating and reflecting God’s attributes
When people try to imagine heaven they usually try to think of what would be the most enjoyable circumstances possible.  What is that?  What circumstances would generate the greatest possible enjoyment?  The answer is, the greatest possible enjoyment is without question that which God enjoys the most, right?  He can have or do anything He wants – there is nothing that restricts or inhibits Him from having whatever He most desires, and He has perfect desires.  So whatever God enjoys most is for sure the most enjoyable thing there is or could possibly be.  And what God enjoys most is His own glory – His attributes.
He loves having those attributes, and He loves putting them on display for others to enjoy.  And so the greatest enjoyment possible for us will be twofold: To see and experience that glory and those attributes firsthand without anything hindering your ability to appreciate them, and to actually have them yourself.  To see God and to be like God.  That is what will be the greatest, most enjoyable thing about heaven – increased ability to enjoy God because of how much more like Him we will be.
So our relationship with God then will be something greater than a parent-child relationship.  It will be something greater than we can conceive of now.  And we do not know what that is yet, but we do know that it will involve us becoming like Him.  We will not ever become gods.  He will forever remain the Creator and we will forever remain finite creatures.  But our character will be transformed to be like His.  And John tells us in verse 2 how that will happen.

Day 3: For we will see Him
2. …We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

On that day we will have a much clearer view of God than we have now.

1 Corinthians 13:12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. 

So exactly what is it that will we see?  And how will seeing that transform us?  Is it that you are going to look at the physical face of Jesus and be so amazed at…
-  the shape of His nose and 
- the color of His eyes and 
- the style of His hair
that it will transform your heart?  What will we see that will have such a transforming effect on us?
I can tell you exactly what you will see on that day.  You will see His attributes.  An attribute is anything that is true about God.  Some examples of His attributes are… 
His power and 
goodness and 
wisdom and 
grace and 
generosity and 
justice and 
wrath and 
eternality and 
His delight in His children and 
His interest in our prayers and
His compassion, 
the perfect balance of wrath and mercy and
the ideal combination of majesty and gentleness,
and hundreds of others.
That is what He is like now and that is what He will be like then and forever.  And seeing that means not only being able to observe it, but also to appreciate it and experience it. That’s what it means to see a person. When I say, “We are going to Minnesota to see Tracy’s parents” we don’t mean we are just going to go stare at them. The point is we are going to be with them and experience their presence and interact with them enjoy being around them. That is very similar to the way John is using the word “see” here.  Right now you know that Jesus Christ is powerful, but you know that only by faith – your firsthand experience of it is sketchy.  It may not cause you to want to shout and dance for joy right now because your heart is blind to what is so wonderful about it.
Imagine a friend installed something in your house that was a new invention of his.  It is called an autocleaner, and you have only a vague idea of what it is.  Finally, after a few months he starts to suspect that you do not really appreciate what this invention really is, so he comes over to your house to show you what it can do.  You are embarrassed when he shows up, because your house is a huge mess.  He says, “That’s the beauty of this invention – just press that button.”  So you press the button, and within two minutes the house is immaculate.  Everything is put away where it belongs, dishes are done, laundry is put away, everything is dusted, swept, mopped, vacuumed – everything.  Now you are very happy about this gift.  Before it did not make you all that happy because you were blind to what an autocleaner really was.  But now that your eyes have been opened to what is so wonderful about it, it has an effect on your heart and how much joy you have and how delighted you are by this thing.
That is exactly how it will be on the day that your eyes are opened to really see what is so wonderful about the attributes of Jesus Christ.
Instead of seeing firsthand what “autocleaner” really means, you will see firsthand what “Savior” really means – and “King” and “Lord” and “Father” and “Friend” and “Master” and “Eternal One” and “All-powerful One” and “Shepherd” and “Hearer of our prayers” and “Judge” and “Advocate” and “Comforter” and a thousand other attributes.  And at that moment you will be orders of magnitude happier than you have ever been before.

How that happiness transforms you
Now, you might think, “I can see how that would make me happy, but how will it transform me morally?”  The reason it will transform you morally is because when you see firsthand how wonderful God’s righteousness is, and the eyes of your heart are opened so that you can appreciate what is so delightful about it, sin will have no pull on your heart at all.  When you set some corrupted, temporary, shallow pleasure alongside some spectacular, breathtaking, infinite, eternal pleasure you only desire the corrupted, shallow one if you are blind to the spectacular, breathtaking one.  But once you see the breathtaking one for what it is you have zero desire for the corrupted one.
So the whole process of fighting against sin in this life is a process of having our eyes opened wider to what is so great about the attributes of God.  That is how you get victory over every sin.  And so on that Day when you see Him as He is – when the blinders are ripped away and you are able to see firsthand and personally experience…
His patience and 
sovereignty and 
knowledge and 
tenderness and 
generosity and 
transcendence and 
nearness and 
food-likeness and 
all the rest – when you see all that in such a way as to be able to appreciate what is so absolutely, breath-takingly marvelous about those things, it will cause heart-transforming, righteousness-producing, sin-dwarfing, God-glorifying joy in your heart that is beyond anything you have ever experienced.

Day 4: Hope causes purification
3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies To purify something in Old Testament times originally meant to withdraw that thing from the profane, to make it fit for worship. When they took something out of the common, ordinary, everyday existence and used it in some special, sacred purpose in worship – the process of doing that was called purifying. And John is saying that is what we do to ourselves if we have this hope. When you live a righteous life you are making yourself a holy, sacred tool in the holy presence of God – like the ark or the altar or the showbread. himself, just as he is pure. 

The definition of hope
So our hope causes purification.  And to understand how that works we need to make sure we understand what hope is.  In popular usage today the word hope means wish.  “I hope my candidate wins the election” or “I hope it doesn’t rain today.”  It is just a wish that says nothing about the likelihood that things will turn out that way.
That is not the way the word is used in Scripture.  The biblical term hope refers to the happiness that you have now because of some upcoming blessing that you are so sure is going to happen that you are already happy about it.  It is happiness borrowed from tomorrow.  It is the opposite of worry.  Worry is when you decide to suffer tomorrow’s pain today.  Hope is when you enjoy some of tomorrow’s joy today.  If you are in a good mood on Friday because Saturday you leave for the vacation of a lifetime – your good mood on Friday is hope.  You aren’t even on vacation yet, but you are so sure it is going to happen, and you are so sure you are going to like it, that you are already feeling joy and happiness.  Hope is a feeling of happiness and well-being and delight that comes from anticipating some future blessing.  And it does not exist unless your soul is convinced of two things: That this blessing will indeed happen and that it will indeed be enjoyable. 
Hope is an essential component of life.  Your heart is constantly scanning the horizon of the future to look for upcoming blessings.  And each good thing that shows up on the radar gives you a little injection of joy in the present.  And it is those injections of joy are what keep you going through life.
Once in a while, your radar scans the future and sees no sign of anything good.  There is nothing to look forward to, and the result is depression.  That is why when you are depressed not even pleasant things in the present can cheer you up.  If there is no joy from anticipated things in the future, enjoyment in the present is not enough to sustain real joy.  Hope is a major part of what keeps us going in life.  It gives you strength and motivation and courage and joy.
But the quality of your strength and motivation and courage and joy depends upon the quality of your hope.  If all my hope comes from looking forward to a paycheck and the weekend, that is a shallow hope.  And so the result will be very little strength, weak motivation and courage, and tepid joy.  But if there are too many bumps in the road my joy will be out the window.
Now, if the thing I am looking forward to is a little bigger – a big vacation, or an exciting new job, or my wedding day, or the birth of a child - those things are bigger hopes, and so they provide bigger doses of hope.  If one of those things is coming up in a few days it will take a lot bigger trial to put me in a bad mood or cause me to feel overwhelmed or discouraged.  Although - some trials are so big that they will get you down even if you have those big hopes.  Getting diagnosed with terminal cancer, losing a child, getting a divorce – things like that can get a person down even a few days before some really wonderful event.
There is only one hope great enough to supply joy and strength and motivation and courage that are untouchable by any trial or any suffering of any magnitude.  And that is the hope that Peter talked about in 

1 Peter 1:13 Therefore, having prepared your minds for action … set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.

When you are able hope in the grace that you will receive at the Second Coming that hope is the most powerful hope there is.  It produces the deepest joy and the most unassailable strength.  Not even the worst imaginable suffering in this world can bring you down when the source of your joy is the anticipation of the Second Coming.  And the more you learn about how wonderful that Day is going to be, and the more confident you are that it will actually happen, and the more you fix your heart on thinking about it; the more powerful and untouchable your joy will become.

Day 5: How hope purifies

Now, back to John’s statement in verse 3.

3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure. 

If you get your strength and courage and motivation and joy in life from looking forward to seeing Christ as He is - seeing His kindness and power and beauty and faithfulness and wisdom and compassion and holiness and all the rest of His countless attributes; when seeing that firsthand and being transformed by it is your hope in life, then that means your heart takes delight in those things.  And if that is the case you are going to strive to live that way.
Just take one attribute – for example, kindness.  If the source of your joy in life is looking forward to seeing the Lord’s kindness firsthand and being transformed by that so that you are kind - if that is your hope in life, then your affections are going to hold kindness in the highest regard.  Your heart will look at the virtue of kindness and think, “That is beautiful.  I love that.  Kindness is delightful and good and pleasing and desirable and I want it.”  And you will do all you can to obtain that virtue.
I think it is probably safe to say that one reason why we don’t have greater hope in the Second Coming is because we think of it in such vague, general terms.  We do not think through what it will be like to see Him.  We imagine some spectacular fireworks in the sky or some bright light or maybe a comforting smile or whatever, and that is about as far as our thinking goes.  And that is not enough to generate hope.  We need to contemplate exactly what it is we are going to see and experience on that day when we see Him.  And what we will see will be His attributes.
When God showed His glory to Moses in Exodus 34 what He showed him was His attributes.

Exodus 33:18-23 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 

34:6-7 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,  7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished…

When David saw God in the Temple what did he see?

Psalm 63:2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory

When David saw God what he saw was God’s attributes – His power and glory.
Jesus said in John 14:9 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  The people who saw Jesus saw the glory of God.

2 Corinthians 4:6 [God has] us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

The people who saw Jesus saw love and compassion and wisdom and wrath and tenderness and forgiveness, etc.
Now, in each of those cases the full display of the glory of God was veiled, so it could be seen by sinful men.  And what we will behold at the Second Coming will be far greater.  But it won’t be fundamentally different.  What we will see will be the display of His marvelous attributes.
If seeing God on that day were just some unimaginable spectacle that is completely different from anything you have ever seen, then it would be hard to gain much hope from it.  You cannot get much joy from anticipating some unknown abstraction that is unlike anything you can imagine.  But God has given us enough experiences of beauty in this world so that we can get joy from anticipating beholding beauty more beautiful than any beauty we have ever seen.  He has given us enough experiences of faithfulness so we can imagine greater faithfulness.  We have experienced enough power that we can look forward to far greater power.  If you want the anticipation of the Second Coming to bring hope into your heart, learn to love the experience of the attributes of God.
The most certain of all realities is the fact that someday the Lord Jesus Christ will return in power and great glory.  It is going to happen.  It is as certain as your very existence.  And when He comes, He will transform you with an act of infinite power.  Almighty God will act upon you with an action of power and love greater than all of the divine power that holds the oceans in place.
Power greater than that which keeps the galaxies spinning.
Power greater than that which gives life to all creatures.
This corruptible will put on incorruption, and this mortal immortality. 
This natural body of weakness will become a spiritual body of power.
This dishonorable flesh will give way to glory and honor.
You will stand before His judgment seat and every circumstance of your life will be dealt with.  Injustices will be made right.  Lies about you will be corrected.  All of His promises to you will be fulfilled.  Rewards will be heaped upon you – rewards specially tailored to be delightful to your particular soul.
All your sins – sins of your youth, secret sins, rebellion, disobedience - all will be dealt with.  God will require an accounting, all will be judged, and after the judgment, acquittal!  And after acquittal, peace and rest and joy and life and hope and singing and shouting and dancing for joy with a capacity for enjoyment of God and happiness infinitely beyond anything ever imagined in this life.

