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The Ultimate Decision
Overcoming Evil Part 5
1 John 2:22-23


Summary: The ultimate liar is the one who denies the truth about Christ which makes Christ (the hypostatic union and everything else Jesus claimed about Himself) the ultimate truth. The vast, organized anti-christ movement shows that this is the culmination of the ages – the beginning of Armageddon. There are only two sides, which means we must each make the ultimate decision: confess Christ or deny Him.  
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1 John 2:22-23 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist--he denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.  

Introduction 
The following is from an ABC News article from their website.  The article began this way: “In the beginning, God created heaven and Earth, and he saw that it was good.  So begins the Book of Genesis, the dramatic opener of the Old Testament.  But things went downhill from there.  God's wrath seems at work these days, as the heavens and Earth have unleashed earthquakes in China, a cyclone in Burma, killer tornadoes and record floods across the U.S. and even a plague of locusts (cicadas) in New England.  In Cedar Rapids, Iowa today, floodwaters forced the evacuation of a downtown hospital after residents of more than 3,000 homes fled for higher ground.  A railroad bridge collapsed, and 100 city blocks were underwater.  ‘We're just kind of at God's mercy right now, so hopefully people that never prayed before this, it might be a good time to start,’ Linn County Sheriff Don Zeller said this week as record floods hit the Midwest. …
By the final Book of Revelation in the New Testament, the Earth suffers ‘Seven Plagues’ -- from disease to ‘intense heat’ and drought, then finally a shower of deadly hailstones.  And then comes the Apocalypse, the final judgment of man and destruction of the world by fire.  (Actually, the word “apocalypse” means “revelation”)  Most theologians and scientists do not take seriously warnings that the end of the world is nigh. But many reputable scholars do lend some credence to the notion that the world is in for some kind of disaster, be it meteorological, ecological or geopolitical.  [And at this point there is an advertisement in the article: ABC News will air a dramatic two-hour broadcast in September, Earth 2100, bringing the greatest minds across the globe together to tell us what we must do to survive the next century.  And what may happen if we do not.]  Though tsunamis, hurricanes and heat waves may not be punishment from God, history teaches that events in the physical world trigger upheaval in society. Civilizations have risen and fallen over drought, famine and water wars.  ‘Only wild-eyed fundamentalists would think that recent weather phenomena have any theological significance,’ said John P. Meier, a New Testament scholar and professor at Notre Dame in Indiana.”
So after getting a big giggle out of the idea that the wrath of God has anything to do with reality, then the article gets serious and suggests that human factors really do matter.  Are there real dangers facing us?  Yes! Meteorological ones, ecological ones, and geopolitical ones.  But theological ones? Only if you’re a wild-eyed, fundamentalist nut case.
Such is the perspective of ABC News and John Meier – the NT scholar from Indiana.  If NT scholar John Meier actually believed what is written in the NT, he might have pointed out to ABC News that nothing in the New Testament tells us to watch for certain weather patterns as the sign of the end.  If you want to know what the signs are that signal the last days, instead of listening to NT scholar John Meier, why not just read NT writer John the Apostle? 

18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour.

It is antichrists, not tornados that signal the end of the age.  If the ABC News reporter wanted to see some evidence of the approaching end of time, rather than looking to the weather all she would have had to do is look at NT scholar John Meier, who is one of the very antichrists John spoke of. 

The ultimate lie

We left off last week with John talking about one of the worst sins it is possible to commit – lying about God.  

21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ
Liar par excellence
When John asks the question, “Who is the liar?” – that was the way the Greeks introduced an absolute.  They are liars par excellence.  Par excellence means the highest in their class – they are the ultimate liars.  It would literally be impossible to be a bigger liar.  You cannot be wronger than denying the truth about Jesus.  That is the force of this construction.
John has already used the term “liar” for these people a couple times before.  In 1:6 he said that the one claiming to have fellowship with Him while walking in the darkness is a liar.  In 2:4 he said the one who claims to know Him without keeping His commands is a liar.  But the one who denies Jesus is the liar.

The ultimate truth 
That makes Jesus the ultimate standard of truth
If it is impossible to tell a bigger lie than you tell when you twist the truth about Jesus, then Jesus is the ground and basis and standard of all truth.  If there is no bigger lie than to deny Christ, then there is no bigger truth than to confess Christ.  The fountain out of which all truth flows is the truth about Jesus. 
In our culture the biggest moron is the one who rejects science.  If you do not know philosophy – that is excusable.  If you are not really up to speed on world history or American literature – that is OK.  But reject something that is regarded as scientific – and you are a primitive blockhead.  Our culture thinks science is the highest and most fundamental source of truth.  And what John is saying is, “No, there is a higher and more fundamental source of truth than that.”  The biggest ignoramus is not the one who denies the laws of physics or who thinks the earth is flat.  The biggest ignoramus is the one who denies Christ.  That is as messed up as your thinking can possibly get.
If you are wrong in your beliefs about whether tomatoes are a fruit or a vegetables, that will not have much impact on anything that really matters in life.  If you are wrong about whether an object in motion will tend to stay in motion that will have a lot bigger impact on your life.  (You might stand on the Interstate thinking all those objects in motion toward me at 75 mph are no real threat.)  Different errors have different levels of consequence.  The thing that will mess up your life more than anything else if you are wrong about it is the truth about Jesus.
We need to teach this to our kids.  What do we teach them when they do not understanding biblical principles and we blow it off as no big deal, but they bring home an F on their report card at school and we flip out?  Or we do not think twice about them missing church or Sunday school or youth group, but no way will I even consider letting you miss a day of school.  Out of one side of our mouths we tell them that spiritual things are most important, but then our behavior points in another direction.  Or how about when we get more riled up over someone who disagrees with our politics than someone who teaches false doctrine?  You hear a speech by a candidate you really dislike, and it makes you mad, and then you hear a preacher preach heresy and you disagree, but it barely touches your emotions at all.  Everything in our lives should point to what we believe is the highest and greatest and most important truth of all – the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ.
The truth about Jesus
And what is the truth about Jesus?  It is what the antichrists deny.

22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ 

Wrongly dividing the Word – separating the 2 natures

The liars are the people who wanted to separate the historical man Jesus from the eternal Son of God, and there were two main groups doing that.  One group said Jesus’ body was not real – he was a phantom.  He did not make footprints when he walked. This is called docetism. There were no Docetists among the Apostles, because the Lord made it very, very plain that He was real. 
Luke 24:39 when He said, "Handle Me...handle Me and realize that a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see Me have."  The other group believed the man Jesus received the Christ-spirit only after His baptism, and only up until just prior to His death. These were the followers of Cerinthus.  The Christ and the man were two separate entities that were only joined together temporarily.
The unbelieving, sinful, human heart resists the idea that the eternal Word of God is identified with Jesus of Nazareth alone, because if that is the case that means every human being in the whole wide world has to obey this one man.  He is the supreme Authority over all people.  What He says is absolute law, and everyone’s eternal destiny is determined by Him.  The exclusivity of that deeply offends the proud, autonomous, human heart.  People do not mind acknowledging the existence of a supreme God as long as He remains some vague abstraction, because then they can mold Him into whatever concept of God they like.  But when you point to a specific man who said and did specific things, and who demands total allegiance, the sinful human heart recoils from that.
So throughout the book, John has been using language that makes it impossible to separate the Christ from Jesus the human being.  That is why John calls Jesus (the man) the eternal Word of God.  And he talks about Jesus’ blood purifying us, so you cannot get away with saying the Christ Spirit left Jesus prior to the cross.
Anyone who teaches anything other than the full deity and full humanity of Christ is an antichrist.  Any schizophrenic view of Jesus that tries to separate His human nature and His divine nature is nothing but the deception of the antichrist.
The hypostatic union
(The word “nature” means “set of characteristics”).  Jesus is one person with two natures: a divine nature and a human nature.  He always had His divine nature.  He always was, is, and always will be 100% God.  He never became God nor did He at any moment ever lose or give up His deity.
So for all of eternity past, up until 2000 years ago, He was one person with one nature – a divine nature.  But then when He came into the womb of the virgin Mary He took on a second nature – a human nature.  From that point on He was 100% God and 100% human.  And His two natures are joined together so perfectly and so completely that whatever happens to one nature can be said to be true of the person.
If you deny His humanity then He did not really die for us, because God cannot die.  And if you deny His deity then His death does not matter, because the only reason He can die for our sins is because His life is of infinite worth because He is God.
Ultimate truth
And all that is not just truth – it is the ultimate truth.  If denying it is the ultimate lie, then that makes it the ultimate truth.  It is the most basic starting point of knowledge.  It is a measure of all wisdom.  If you know every other fact in the universe but you are wrong about who Jesus is, you are a dunce.  And if you are right about who Jesus is and ignorant about everything else in the universe, you are wise.  That is not to suggest other education is unimportant.  If your starting place is sound, then the more other knowledge you gain the better, because it increases your knowledge of Christ.  Apart from knowing the Lord Jesus Christ, information about astronomy or political science or history or math or even theology is all worthless.  Those things have importance only inasmuch as they relate to the truth about Christ.  But once you know and believe the truth about Christ, those things become very important because they fill out your knowledge of Christ with greater depth.  Astronomy shows you the glory and power of Christ.  History shows you the work of Christ.  Math and science enable you to use the creation effectively as you serve Christ.  Political science shows you how to pour out the mercy of Christ and justice of Christ among people.  Which is more merciful and kind for poor people – to lower taxes to create a stronger economy where they will be able to find jobs and enjoy lower prices, or to raise taxes and distribute that money among the poor?  Which results in more justice – to have harsher and swifter penalties for criminals in order to deter crime, or to have softer penalties and a slower process to avoid accidentally punishing the innocent?  Should you vote for the party that is more likely to focus on protecting the environment or the party that is more likely to focus on protecting the unborn?  Whatever political party you belong to you should belong to it because the truth about the nature of the Lord Jesus Christ compels you to support that party.

The ultimate conflict 

So we are dealing here with the ultimate lie and the ultimate truth, which is why John says that the presence of these antichrists is proof that it is the last hour.  Because it is in the last hour that the ultimate lie and ultimate truth collide in the ultimate war.

22 …Such a man is the antichrist

18 … even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 

Battle lines
One of the things John is working to accomplish in this section is to draw clear battle lines in this conflict.  Remember when he said that the antichrists were not really from the Apostles in verse 19?

(They went out from us but they were not really from us)

He uses that same word “from” in verse 21.

21 I do not write to you because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from (ek) the truth.

Just as the antichrists were not really from the Apostles, so no lie comes from the truth.  Then he goes on to say that the doctrine of the antichrists is the ultimate lie.  You have an anointing – God the Spirit living inside you teaching you the truth.  And what they are teaching is a lie, which means it did not come from the Holy Spirit.
I think the point John is making with all that is simply this - They have absolutely nothing to do with you and you have absolutely nothing to do with them.  You have within you a Fountain of truth – the Holy Spirit.  He shows you the truth.  And He is not showing you anything that confuses the truth about Christ.  They are teaching anti-Christ doctrine, and so the source of their teaching is something other than the Holy Spirit. 
They are anti-you
That is no doubt also part of the reason why John uses this word “anti-Christ” to describe them, and the word “anointing” to describe the Holy Spirits work inside you.  The word “Christ” (or the Hebrew equivalent “Messiah”) literally means “anointed one.”  So if “Christ” means “anointed one” what does “anti-Christ” mean? (Anti-anointed one)
So can you see what John is saying?  They are anti-anointed ones, but you have an anointing.  Do not be deceived by them.  Do not listen to them.  Do not follow them.  Do not give them a sympathetic hearing.  Why?  Because they are anti-Jesus and anti-you!  To be against God’s anointed means to be against both the Messiah and His people.  You have an anointing and they are anti-anointeds. 
John wants to draw the battle lines.  He wants us to know with crystal clear precision what the two sides are.  Do not be seduced over to the other side.  Do not love the world or anything in the world.  Do not be drawn in by their slick teaching and deceptions.  They are anti-God, anti-Messiah, anti-anointed, anti-saints, anti-you.
Opposition of God’s anointed - Understand the Armageddon battle lines
I hope you can see the significance of what John is saying here.  What he is saying is that the battle of Armageddon has already begun!  Are you all familiar with Armageddon?  In Rev.16 the powers of the world all gather their forces together for one final battle against God’s anointed One and God pours out His wrath on them full strength.
Remember when I told you that the end, in Scripture, does not have as its primary meaning “stopping point” but rather “fulfillment of purpose”?  The end of the world (the purpose of all that has happened – the final culmination of everything) is that moment when the Anointed One, the Messiah, comes back from heaven, engages all the forces of evil in one final battle, and defeats them once and for all.  Have you ever walked into a room where a game is on TV and asked, “What two teams are playing?”  Throughout Scripture God has made it plain what the two teams are. 
The world is not clear at all on that.  Some of them think the main struggle in the universe is the communists against the capitalists.  Others think it is the whites against the blacks.  Some think it is the poor against the rich, or the criminals against the law-abiding citizens.  For some it is those who want to protect the environment against those who want to ruin it.  And for a lot of folks it is just us against them.  And the “them” is just all those morons out there who do not agree with us.  And the “us” is…me.
There is a war going on, and it does have just two sides.  But none of those that I mentioned are the two sides.  The two sides are these: Christ and His anointed ones vs. the Antichrist and all his little antichrists.  It is the anointed vs. the anti-anointed, the favored of God vs. the ones who oppose the favored of God.
And the ultimate end will be that day when the big final showdown between Christ and His enemies takes place.  That is why when Paul was proving to the Thessalonians that the Second Coming could not have possibly taken place yet the first thing he pointed to was the fact that the Antichrist has not yet been revealed.  Psalm 2 is one of the most beloved psalms in the Psalter, and it is about the battle of Armageddon.

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 3 "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters."

They think if they gather all their forces together they can break free from God.

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."

The rest of the psalm goes on to talk about how God’s Anointed One will crush His enemies to pieces like pottery.  That is where human history is headed.  Sinful mankind is going to be done in not by temperature of the globe, or running out of natural resources, or nuclear war, or disease, or running out of topsoil or the bees all dying from the cell phones or anything like that.  The demise of sinful humanity will come at a place called Armageddon where the Anointed of God will defeat all those who oppose the anointed of God. The great threat to mankind is not ecological or meteorological or social. It is theological. When NT scholars become so arrogant as to say that there is anything that takes place that has no theological significance – that is when mankind needs to worry.
I tell you all that so you can understand John’s logic when he says that the presence of the many antichrists right now is proof that these are indeed the last days (that is, the days in which the culmination of God’s purposes in human history are coming to a head).  We know these are the last days because of the level of opposition there is to God’s anointed.  It is not just a matter of opposing God.  Men have opposed and resisted the rule of God right from the very beginning in the Garden of Eden.  What signals the end is when that opposition is focused on God’s Anointed King – the Messiah.
And that is what is happening in our age.  The effort throughout the world over the past 2000 years has been focused against Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the most opposed figure who has ever lived.  There are millions of people in every age who fight against Him, oppose Him, write books against Him, mock Him in their classrooms, use His name as a swear word, kill His followers, etc.  Jesus is on the receiving end of a world-wide attack.
Now to some ears that might sound strange, because if you asked the average person on the street, “Who is the most beloved human being who has ever lived” they would probably say, “Jesus.”  Most people in our culture claim to have high regard for Jesus.  They say He is a great teacher, great healer, great prophet, great leader, great example, great guy all around.  So if everyone has such high esteem for Jesus how can I stand up here and say He is the most opposed person ever?  The reason is this: The world’s conceptions of greatness are so warped and perverted that what they think is high regard actually amounts to blasphemous slander.
The blasphemy of faint praise
Have you ever heard the phrase “to condemn with faint praise”?  It means you can actually condemn someone by praising them too little.  For example, if someone points to me and says, “Darrell is a terrific guy.  He is really growing and making great progress.  He hasn’t beat up his wife in over a month now!”  That would be condemnation disguised as praise.  I have never laid an angry finger on my wife in my life, and so to say it that way would be to slander my reputation.
If Bill Gates moved to Thornton, and I were introducing him and said, “This man is among the top 1000 richest people in Thornton” that would be misleading.  It would sound like high praise if you did not know anything about Bill Gates.  But if you know anything about his wealth then you know it is lying to introduce him in such a way as to make it seem like he is somewhere near the level of the top 1000 richest people in Thornton, Co.  If you praise a person with praise that is orders of magnitude lower than what is fitting, you are actually lying about the person.
And the slander and blasphemy of speaking of Jesus in such a way as to make it seem like He is somewhere around the level of even the greatest of mere men is a slander of infinite proportions.  In fact, it is probably worse than what the Pharisees did when they said Jesus was demonic.  If you call Jesus a demon you probably would not lead all that many people astray, because the claim is so easily seen as false.  But if you say Jesus was a great man (but a mere man) then you can lead people astray by the millions.
That is an infinite blasphemy not only because it is an infinite understatement, but also because when you say that you are calling Jesus Himself a liar.  Jesus did not allow any wiggle room on this.  You can be mixed up and confused about a lot of things and still be saved.  But you cannot be wrong about who Jesus is.  If you are wrong about that your sins will not be forgiven when you die. (Jn.8:24)
Jesus claimed to be the I AM - the self-existent God of the OT. (Jn.8:24,28, 13:19)  He also claimed… 
	to be the Messiah (Mt.16:17, 26:64)
	to be God’s unique Son (Jn.8:29)
	to be the only way to the Father (Jn.14:6)

to be without sin (Jn.8:29)
to be pre-existent before His birth (Jn.8:58)
to do miracles (Jn.10:25,26), 
to be from heaven (Jn.3:17, 8:21-26)
to be the sacrifice for our sins (Jn.3:13-17)
to have been physically raised from the dead (Lk.24:39), and
to be returning to save His people and judge the world (Rev.22:20)
Anything that makes Him look like less than all that is blasphemy by faint praise.
The false religions of the world distort the truth about Jesus Christ.  They are antichrists.  The Muslims say that Jesus never died on the cross.  Judaism reduces Jesus to a mere man.  Buddhism teaches that your own efforts matter more than Jesus’ death on the cross, and there is no divine Judge anyway.  Hinduism says God never became man and bore our sin.  The Mormons say Jesus is the devil’s brother.  The Jehovah’s Witnesses say Jesus is a mere angel.  T.D. Jakes and The United Pentecostals deny that Jesus is the second Person of the Trinity.  (In fact, they deny there even is a Trinity.)  Scientology teaches that Jesus died for His own sins.  Why do you suppose that is?  There is not any world-wide opposition against Buddha or Confucius or Mohammad.  Nor is there against Abraham or Moses or David or Elijah.  Why such a unified opposition to Jesus and His claims? 
How could people of such vastly different religious persuasions and traditions all be so united against this one man?  Was it because Jesus was a ruthless, maniacal murderer like Stalin or Hitler or Saddam Hussein?  No.  The majority of people in our culture would probably say He was among the kindest men who ever lived.  The reason there is a worldwide opposition to Jesus Christ is very simple – He is the Anointed One of God.  This sinful, evil world is in rebellion against their Creator and that rebellion is carefully organized in a world-wide, systematic, unified effort orchestrated by Satan.  That is why the presence of the antichrists is proof that these are the last days – the age that is realizing the culmination of human history.
And by the way, even liberal Christianity is against Jesus Christ.  When you hear the Jesus Seminar scholars and other liberals talk about the quest for the historical Jesus- whenever they use that term “historical Jesus” the point is to differentiate that from the mythical Jesus of the Bible.  They say the Jesus who worked miracles and rose from the dead is useful as a religious idea to believe in, but He never actually existed in history.  And the historical Jesus was an ordinary human being.  That is the view of the great majority of New Testament scholars.  [In fact, when I saw John Meier’s name in that ABC News article I Googled the name and the very first thing that came up was an interview with him in which he was discussing the idea that there may actually be some connection between the historical Jesus and the Jesus of faith.  He was quick to add that he was not suggesting that the miracles actually happened, or that Jesus’ rose from the dead in time and space, but in some sense the mythical Jesus of faith (who does not actually exist in time and space) has some relationship to the historical Jesus.  But for all practical purposes, the historical man Jesus was not the eternal, almighty, creator God, which is why I said that New Testament scholar John Meier is an antichrist.  The religions of the world, including liberal Christianity, are on the offensive in a united effort opposing Jesus Christ, which is a sure sign that it is in this age that the culmination of human history is all coming to a head.

Armageddon has started.  And you and I are caught up in it, because we have an anointing from the same God who anointed Jesus Christ.  That is why Jesus said, 

John 15:18-19 If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 

I was reading in the secular news this week about the imprisonment and torture and killing of students in North Korea because they were caught reading a Bible, and similar things in Iran.  And then I read a story about two pastors who were handing out gospel leaflets and were told by a police officer that they must cease immediately, because what they were doing was a hate crime (since it was in a Muslim area). http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=65922  Handing someone a tract that magnifies Jesus Christ as Savior is a hate crime.  That took place not in Iran or Saudi Arabia – but in England.  And the United States is not far behind.  The United States military suspended a marine for handing out coins that had John 3:16 on them.  The U.S. military spokesman apologized and promised appropriate punishment for that marine. 
So it is starting even here, but in many places around the world persecution is going full blast, and has been for a long time.  Hostility against God’s anointed around the world is the worst it has ever been.  More Christians were martyred for their faith in the 20th Century than in all the previous 19 centuries combined.  The persecutions under Nero or Diocletian in the Roman Empire were minor and brief compared to what is going on around the world today.  And all indications are that the 21st Century will be even worse than the 20th. 
There is a great deal of affection and love in this world for the imaginary Christ they have invented after their own image.  But as soon as someone starts presenting the real Christ, the one who claims to be the only way, and the one who demands absolute allegiance and loyalty, and the one who threatens you with punishment for your sins and eternity in hell, and , then the hostility becomes evident very quickly.

The ultimate decision

We are witnessing the fulfillment of human history.  The antichrist forces are in full rebellion against God.  It is all out war, and there are only two sides.  There are no neutral parties in this war.  John leaves us only two options – denial or confession.

 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.  
Denial of the truth is denial of the person
Confess the truth about Christ as a genuine expression of faith from your heart, or deny the truth – those are the only two possibilities.  And John is careful to make sure we understand that denial of the facts is denial of the Person.  Anyone who becomes deceived about the nature of Christ and falls into false doctrine might as well be standing in the courtyard with Peter swearing that he does not know Jesus.
Your Christology (beliefs about Jesus) is not merely a matter of education.  It is a matter of personal relationship.  How many facts do you know about Noah’s Ark?  That is a matter of education.  How many of the 12 Tribes of Israel can you list from memory?  That is a matter of education.  What do you believe about the nature of Jesus Christ?  That is a matter of relationship.
It is a matter of relationship because He has revealed Himself through the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is an excellent communicator.  So if the Lord Jesus Christ has revealed Himself to me in a clear way, and yet my understanding of Him is messed up, the only explanation for how that could happen is there is something in my heart that is resisting the truth about Him.  This is one of the problems with those who argue that it is possible to know Jesus as Savior while refusing to bow to Him as Lord.  If you know a Jesus who is not Lord over everything, including you, then you do not know the true Jesus.  So once the truth about Jesus Christ has been taught to you, if you reject it or gravitate toward some other concept of Jesus that you find more interesting – that is a denial of Him as a person.  It is a personal, relational turning your back on Him.
Unity with the Father
And if you do that with Jesus you have done it with the Father as well.

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father

People who claim to know God who do not bow the knee to Jesus Christ are deceived.  The Father and Son are unified in such total unity that it is absolutely impossible to know the one without knowing the other, or to accept the one while rejecting the other.  In this age God the Father has revealed Himself only through the Son.  So if you are wrong about who Jesus is, you cut yourself off from God altogether.
Confessing Christ
So we are all faced with the ultimate decision: confess Christ or deny Christ.  And please understand that confession or denial is something you do with your heart, not just your mouth.

Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven

Confessing Christ is not just a matter of speaking words.  Confession, in Scripture, refers to an honest, public statement of what is truly in your heart.  If it is not truly in your heart it is not a confession.  It is just a lie.  The claim has to match what is actually in your heart.
And what is it exactly that has to be in your heart?  All that Jesus claimed about Himself – all those things I mentioned earlier.  Either you genuinely believe and boldly profess all that about Jesus, or you deny both Him and the Father.  Those are the only two options.
Having God
And if you believe and profess the truth about Jesus, it says you have God and eternal life.  Eternal life we will talk about next time, but for now let’s close by thinking through this idea of having God.

23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 

This is yet another way of describing personal interaction with God.  First John called it fellowship with God, then knowing God, then loving God, then walking in the light, then remaining in God, and now he puts it another way – having God.
Saying it that way highlights the fact that part of having fellowship with God is actually having a claim on Him.  You can regard Him as your own Father.  A lot of people think they have a claim on God.  They think they have the right to pray to Him and ask Him for things and expect blessing from Him.  But only those who confess the truth about Christ have any claim on Him as their Father.
Maybe you know that there is nothing real about your relationship with God.  For you it is just commitment to a religion.  You do not really have God as a Father.  There is not really any actual love in your heart for Him – you do not even know Him.  And now You have been presented with the ultimate truth.  Jesus Christ is almighty God in human flesh and He came to earth from heaven to bear our guilt on the cross in our place so that if anyone believes from his or her heart the truth about Him, that person will know Him like a child knows his father, and will enjoy eternal life.  You are on one side or the other in the ultimate conflict.  You have been presented with the ultimate truth.  And you must now make the ultimate decision.  Confess Christ that you might truly know God.  Those of you who do have God as your Father – see to it that this Word remains in you so you will remain in Him.


Benediction: Ro.16:25-27 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him- 27 to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.







Devotionals

Day 1: The Ultimate Lie

1  John 2:21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ

It is difficult to imagine a sin more wicked than lying about God.  Those who lie about Christ are the ultimate liars.  It would literally be impossible to be a bigger liar.  In 1:6 John said that the one claiming to have fellowship with Him while walking in the darkness is a liar.  In 2:4 he said the one who claims to know Him without keeping His commands is a liar.  But the one who denies Jesus is the liar.
And so if it is impossible to tell a bigger lie than you tell when you twist the truth about Jesus, it means Jesus is the ground and basis and standard of all truth.  If there is no bigger lie than to deny Christ, then there is no bigger truth than to confess Christ.  The fountain out of which all truth flows is the truth about Jesus. 
In our culture the biggest moron is the one who rejects science.  Our culture thinks science is the highest and most fundamental source of truth.  And what John is saying is, “No, there is a higher and more fundamental source of truth than that.”  The biggest ignoramus is not the one who denies the laws of physics or who thinks the earth is flat.  The biggest ignoramus is the one who denies Christ.  That is as messed up as your thinking can possibly get. 
If you are wrong in your beliefs about whether tomatoes are a fruit or a vegetables, that will not have much impact on anything that really matters in life.  If you are wrong about whether an object in motion will tend to stay in motion, that will have a lot bigger impact on your life.  Different errors have different levels of consequence.  The thing that will mess up your life more than anything else if you are wrong about it is the truth about Jesus.
We must do all we can both to increase our knowledge in the truth about Christ as well as our delight in that truth.
Does everything in your life point to what you believe is the highest and greatest and most important truth of all – the truth about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Day 2: The Ultimate Truth

1  John 2:21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ

If being wrong about Jesus is the ultimate lie, then the truth about Jesus is the ultimate truth. So what is the truth about Jesus? It is what the antichrists deny.

22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ 

The liars are the people who wanted to separate the historical man Jesus from the eternal Son of God.  And there were two main groups doing that.  One group said Jesus’ body was not real – he was a phantom.  He did not make footprints when he walked. This is called docetism. There were no Docetists among the Apostles, because the Lord made it very, very plain that He was real. 
Luke 24:39 when He said, "Handle Me...handle Me and realize that a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see Me have."
The other group believed the man Jesus received the Christ spirit only after His baptism, and only up until just prior to His death. These were the followers of Cerinthus.  The Christ and the man were two separate entities that were only joined together temporarily.
The unbelieving, sinful, human heart resists the idea that the eternal Word of God is identified with Jesus of Nazareth alone, because if that is the case that means every human being in the whole wide world has to obey this one man.  He is the supreme Authority over all people.  What He says is absolute law, and everyone’s eternal destiny is determined by Him.  The exclusivity of that deeply offends the proud, autonomous, human heart. 
People do not mind acknowledging the existence of a supreme God as long as He remains some vague abstraction, because then they can mold Him into whatever concept of God they like.  But when you point to a specific man who said and did specific things, and who demands total allegiance, the sinful human heart recoils from that. 
Jesus is one person with two natures: a divine nature and a human nature.  He always had His divine nature.  He always was, is, and always will be 100% God.  He never became God nor did He at any moment ever lose or give up His deity.  So for all of eternity past, up until 2000 years ago, He was one person with one nature – a divine nature.  But then when He came into the womb of the virgin Mary He took on a second nature – a human nature.  From that point on He was 100% God and 100% human.  And His two natures are joined together so perfectly and so completely that whatever happens to one nature can be said to be true of the person.
If you deny His humanity then He did not really die for us, because God cannot die.  And if you deny His deity then His death does not matter, because the only reason He can die for our sins is because His life is of infinite worth because He is God.
Take a moment to examine your heart. Is the truth about Jesus attractive to you, or is it a hard truth for you? The heart of faith loves the truth.

Day 3: The Ultimate Truth

1  John 2:21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ

The truth about Jesus Christ is the most basic starting point of knowledge.  It is a measure of all wisdom.  If you know every other fact in the universe but you are wrong about who Jesus is, you are a dunce.  And if you are right about who Jesus is and ignorant about everything else in the universe, you are wise.
That is not to suggest other education is unimportant.  If your starting place is sound, then the more other knowledge you gain the better, because it increases your knowledge of Christ.  Apart from knowing the Lord Jesus Christ, information about astronomy or political science or history or math or even theology is all worthless.  Those things have importance only inasmuch as they relate to the truth about Christ.  But once you know and believe the truth about Christ, those things become very important because they fill out your knowledge of Christ with greater depth.  Astronomy shows you the glory and power of Christ.  History shows you the work of Christ.  Math and science enable you to use the creation effectively as you serve Christ.  Political science shows you how to pour out the mercy of Christ and justice of Christ among people.  Which is more merciful and kind for poor people – to lower taxes to create a stronger economy where they will be able to find jobs and enjoy lower prices, or to raise taxes and distribute that money among the poor?  Which results in more justice – to have harsher and swifter penalties for criminals in order to deter crime, or to have softer penalties and a slower process to avoid accidentally punishing the innocent?  Should you vote for the party that is more likely to focus on protecting the environment or the party that is more likely to focus on protecting the unborn?  Whatever political party you belong to, you should belong to it because the truth about the nature of the Lord Jesus Christ compels you to support that party.
Throughout the day today examine your worldview.  Can you see how every area of knowledge in your life is related to the ultimate truth about Jesus Christ?





Day 4: The Ultimate Truth

1  John 2:21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ

We are dealing here with the ultimate lie and the ultimate truth, which is why John says that the presence of these antichrists is proof that it is the last hour.  Because it is in the last hour that the ultimate lie and ultimate truth collide in the ultimate war.
One of the things John is working to accomplish in this section is to draw clear battle lines in this conflict.  The teachers who deny the truth about Jesus have absolutely nothing to do with you and you have absolutely nothing to do with them.  You have within you a Fountain of truth – the Holy Spirit.  He shows you the truth.  And He is not showing you anything that confuses the truth about Christ.  They are teaching anti-Christ doctrine, and so the source of their teaching is something other than the Holy Spirit. 
That is no doubt also part of the reason why John uses this word “anti-Christ” to describe them, and the word “anointing” to describe the Holy Spirits work inside you.  The word “Christ” (or the Hebrew equivalent “Messiah”) literally means “anointed one.”  So if “Christ” means “anointed one” what does “anti-Christ” mean?  (Anti-anointed one)  So can you see what John is saying?  They are anti-anointed ones, but you have an anointing.  Do not be deceived by them.  Do not listen to them.  Do not follow them.  Do not give them a sympathetic hearing.  Why?  Because they are anti-Jesus and anti-you!  To be against God’s anointed means to be against both the Messiah and His people.  You have an anointing and they are anti-anointeds. 
John wants to draw the battle lines.  He wants us to know with crystal clear precision what the two sides are.  Do not be seduced over to the other side.  Do not love the world or anything in the world.  Do not be drawn in by their slick teaching and deceptions.  They are anti-God, anti-Messiah, anti-anointed, anti-saints, anti-you.
The significance of what John is saying here is massive.  His point is that the battle of Armageddon has already begun!  In Rev.16 the powers of the world all gather their forces together for one final battle against God’s anointed One.  And God pours out His wrath on them full strength.
Remember, the end, in Scripture, does not have as its primary meaning “stopping point” but rather “fulfillment of purpose.”  The end of the world (the purpose of all that has happened – the final culmination of everything) is that moment when the Anointed One, the Messiah, comes back from heaven, engages all the forces of evil in one final battle, and defeats them once and for all.
Have you ever walked into a room where a game is on TV and asked, “What two teams are playing?”  Throughout Scripture God has made it plain what the two teams are.  The world is not clear at all on that.  Some of them think the main struggle in the universe is the communists against the capitalists.  Others think it is the whites against the blacks.  Some think it is the poor against the rich or the criminals against the law-abiding citizens.  For some it is those who want to protect the environment against those who want to ruin it.  And for a lot of folks it is just us against them.  And the “them” is just all those morons out there who do not agree with us.  And the “us” is…me.
There is a war going on, and it does have just two sides.  But none of those mentioned above are the two sides.  The two sides are these: Christ and His anointed ones vs. the Antichrist and all his little antichrists.  It is the anointed vs. the anti-anointed, the favored of God vs. the ones who oppose the favored of God.
And the ultimate end will be that day when the big final showdown between Christ and His enemies takes place.  That is why when Paul was proving to the Thessalonians that the Second Coming could not have possibly taken place yet the first thing he pointed to was the fact that the Antichrist has not yet been revealed.  Psalm 2 is one of the most beloved psalms in the Psalter, and it is about the battle of Armageddon.

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 3 "Let us break their chains," they say, "and throw off their fetters." 4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them. 5 Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 6 "I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill."

That is where human history is headed.  temperature of the globe,


The rest of the psalm goes on to talk about how God’s Anointed One will crush His enemies to pieces like pottery.  That is where human history is headed.  Sinful mankind is going to be done in not by the temperature of the globe, or running out of natural resources, or nuclear war, or disease, or running out of topsoil or the bees all dying from the cell phones or anything like that.  The demise of sinful humanity will come at a place called Armageddon where the Anointed of God will defeat all those who oppose the anointed of God.
I point out all that so you can understand John’s logic when he says that the presence of the many antichrists right now is proof that these are indeed the last days (that is, the days in which the culmination of God’s purposes in human history are coming to a head).  We know these are the last days because of the level of opposition there is to God’s anointed.  It is not just a matter of opposing God.  Men have opposed and resisted the rule of God right from the very beginning in the Garden of Eden.  What signals the end is when that opposition is focused on God’s Anointed King – the Messiah.
And that is what is happening in our age.  The effort throughout the world over the past 2000 years has been focused against Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the most opposed figure who has ever lived.  There are millions of people in every age who fight against Him, oppose Him, write books against Him, mock Him in their classrooms, use His name as a swear word, etc.  Jesus is on the receiving end of a world-wide attack.
Is it clear from your life which side of this war you are on?





Day 5: The blasphemy of faint praise

1  John 2:21 I do not write to you that you do not know the truth, but that you do know it and that no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ

Have you ever heard the phrase “to condemn with faint praise”?  It means you can actually condemn someone by praising them too little.  If you praise a person with praise that is orders of magnitude lower than what is fitting, you are actually slandering the person.
And the slander and blasphemy of speaking of Jesus in such a way as to make it seem like He is somewhere around the level of even the greatest of mere men is a slander of infinite proportions.  In fact, it is probably worse than what the Pharisees did when they said Jesus was demonic.  If you call Jesus a demon you probably would not lead all that many people astray, because the claim is so easily seen as false.  But if you say Jesus was a great man (but a mere man) then you can lead people astray by the millions.
That is an infinite blasphemy not only because it is an infinite understatement, but also because when you say that you are calling Jesus Himself a liar.  Jesus did not allow any wiggle room on this.  You can be mixed up and confused about a lot of things and still be saved.  But you cannot be wrong about who Jesus is.
If you are wrong about that, your sins will not be forgiven when you die.  Jesus claimed to be the I AM - the self-existent God of the OT. (Jn.8:24,28, 13:19) He also claimed… 
	to be the Messiah (Mt.16:17, 26:64)
	to be God’s unique Son (Jn.8:29)
	to be the only way to the Father (Jn.14:6)

to be without sin (Jn.8:29)
to be pre-existent before His birth (Jn.8:58)
to do miracles (Jn.10:25,26), 
to be from heaven (Jn.3:17, 8:21-26)
to be the sacrifice for our sins (Jn.3:13-17)
to have been physically raised from the dead (Lk.24:39), and
to be returning to save His people and judge the world (Rev.22:20)
Anything that makes Him look like less than all that, is blasphemy by faint praise.
The false religions of the world distort the truth about Jesus Christ.  How could people of such vastly different religious persuasions and traditions all be so united against this one man?  Was it because Jesus was a ruthless, maniacal murderer like Stalin or Hitler or Saddam Hussein?  No.  The majority of people in our culture would probably say He was among the kindest men who ever lived.  The reason there is a worldwide opposition to Jesus Christ is very simple – He is the Anointed One of God.  This sinful, evil world is in rebellion against their Creator and that rebellion is carefully organized in a world-wide, systematic, unified effort orchestrated by Satan.  That is why the presence of the antichrists is proof that these are the last days – the age that is realizing the culmination of human history.
Armageddon has started.  And you and I are caught up in this, because we have an anointing from the same God who anointed Jesus Christ.  That is why Jesus said, 

John 15:18-19 If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 

There is a great deal of affection and love in this world for the imaginary Christ they have invented after their own image.  But as soon as someone starts presenting the real Christ, the one who claims to be the only way, and the one who demands absolute allegiance and loyalty, and the one who threatens you with punishment for your sins and eternity in hell, then the hostility becomes evident very quickly.
We are witnessing the fulfillment of human history.  The antichrist forces are in full rebellion against God.  It is all out war, and there are only two sides.  There are no neutral parties in this war.  John leaves us only two options – denial or confession.  Confess the truth about Christ as a genuine expression of faith from your heart, or deny the truth – those are the only two possibilities.
And John is careful to make sure we understand that denial of the facts is denial of the Person.  The person who becomes deceived about the nature of Christ and falls into false doctrine might as well be standing in the courtyard with Peter swearing that he does not know Jesus.  Your Christology (beliefs about Jesus) is not merely a matter of education.  It is a matter of personal relationship.
How many facts do you know about Noah’s Ark?  That is a matter of education.  How many of the 12 Tribes of Israel can you list from memory?  That is a matter of education. What do you believe about the nature of Jesus Christ? That is a matter of relationship. 
It is a matter of relationship because He has revealed Himself through the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is an excellent communicator.  So if the Lord Jesus Christ has revealed Himself to me in a clear way, and yet my understanding of Him is messed up, the only explanation for how that could happen is there is something in my heart that is resisting the truth about Him. 
This is one of the problems with those who argue that it is possible to know Jesus as Savior while refusing to bow to Him as Lord.  If you know a Jesus who is not Lord over everything, including you, then you do not know the true Jesus. 
So once the truth about Jesus Christ has been taught to you, if you reject it or gravitate toward some other concept of Jesus that you find more interesting – that is a denial of Him as a person.  It is a personal, relational turning your back on Him.
So we are all faced with the ultimate decision: confess Christ or deny Christ.  Confession, in Scripture, refers to an honest, public statement of what is truly in your heart.  If it is not truly in your heart it is not a confession; it is just a lie. The claim has to match what is actually in your heart.
And what is it exactly that has to be in your heart?  All that Jesus claimed about Himself – all those things mentioned above.  And if you believe and profess the truth about Jesus, it says you have God.  Having fellowship with God is actually having a claim on Him.  You can have Him as your own Father.

