Page 1 of 21

5-25-08
The Love God Hates
Overcoming Evil Part 2
1 John 2:15-17

Summary: First command in the book: Don’t love the world (Love is the most important indicator of the heart). Worldliness is a matter of what you love, not involvement with the culture. Love is emotion (desire). The world is the attitude of unbelievers that ignores God. It causes the desire of the flesh (bodily desires without respect to God’s will), the desire of the eyes (wanting what you see), and the pride of life (seeking importance through temporal things). That is incompatible with love for God because the origins of the desires arise from opposite beliefs about what is good. So you can change your desires. Another reason not to love the world is it is transient – short-lived pleasure rather than continual.
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15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. 
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For everything in the world--the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes and the pride of possessions--comes not from the Father but from the world. 
17 The world and its desire pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

Introduction
The most important issue: What you love and don’t love
Today we encounter the very first command in the book of 1 John. The first major section was devoted to teaching us what constitutes a true Christian as opposed to a phony Christian.  Then, once it was established who is saved and who isn’t, John turned his attention to encouraging the saved folks, and he does that by reminding us that our sins are forgiven and we know the Lord, and we have victory over the enemy.  That brings us up to 2:15 where we find the first imperative in the book and it comes right at the beginning of the sentence. 

15 Do not love…

The first direct command in the book is a command not to love something.  Far more than anything else God is concerned about what you love and don’t love, because what you love and don’t love are the most accurate indicators of the righteousness or unrighteousness in your heart.  Your actions don’t always tell the truth about what is in your heart (because you can do them with a bad motive).  Your words don’t always tell the truth about the condition of your heart (because you can lie).  Not even your thoughts are always accurate indicators of what is truly inside you (there is such a thing as self-deception).  But your affections never lie.  What you love and don’t love is a foolproof way of measuring your godliness.  It is impossible to truly delight in righteousness without actually being righteous.  And it is impossible to delight in evil without actually being evil.  What you love and delight in is the most accurate measure of what you are. James Dobson wrote a book titled, Emotions – can you trust them?  There are two possible answers to that question.  Can you trust what your emotions tell you about morality or doctrine?  No.  But can you trust what your emotions tell you about your beliefs?  Yes.  Your emotions always tell the truth about what you believe.  If you feel scared, is that proof that there is something dangerous threatening you?  No . But it is proof that you believe there is something dangerous.  If you are happy that does not prove that something good happened, but it does prove that you believe something good happened (or will happen).  People talk about having irrational emotions, but really it’s questionable whether there is such a thing as irrational emotions.  There are irrational beliefs.  But emotions are perfectly reasonable, predictable responses to your beliefs.  If I’m paralyzed with fear all day every day because I’m afraid some germ is going to get into my body and kill me, it’s not my fear that is irrational – it’s my belief.  If my beliefs tell my emotions that I’m likely to die, then it makes perfect sense for my emotions to respond with fear.  What is irrational is for me to believe that death is so likely when it’s really not very likely.  We see this again and again in Scripture - evil people are evil because of what they love, and righteous people are righteous because of what they love.

2 Tim.3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, … without love, … not lovers of the good, … lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”

Ps.97:10 Let those who love the LORD hate evil.

Ps.119:104 I hate every wrong path.

1 Tim.3:2,3 The overseer … must not be a lover of money but rather one who loves what is good.

Ro.12:9 Hate what is evil

Even if you accept the gospel as being true, if you don’t love it you are lost.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (those who are perishing) perish because they refused to love the truth 

So God cares more about what you love or don’t love than anything else.  In fact, it is safe to say that is the only thing God cares about in your heart.  That is why the entire law can be summed up in one command – love God.
Don’t fall in love with the enemy
Now let’s think about the context of where this command falls in 1 John.  John just got done telling us about this wonderful victory we have over the evil one.  You have the devil in a stranglehold.  He is down on the ground and your hand is around his neck, your boot on his face, and his nose is squished to the side.  That is the picture from last week.  Vv.12-14 describe this victory, and then here in v.15 John warns us not to love the world (which is Satan’s kingdom).  So what John is saying is, “You’ve got him in a stranglehold.  Now just try not to fall in love with him.  If you can just keep from falling in love with him and his world then you’ve got him.”
Satan doesn’t have the firepower to overcome you – not with the Word of God on your side.  So he doesn’t even try to overpower you.  What he does instead is try to entice you to fall in love with his world.  He goes after your heart.  The great, cosmic war between God and Satan is, in many ways, a fight over the   affections of men.  That is what both God and Satan are after.
You can see that in the tragic story of Demas.  Demas was an associate of Paul’s, and he was a major player in the Church.  He is mentioned with people like Luke and Mark and Ephaphras and Paul.  Paul called him a fellow-worker.  Demas even sent greeting in the books of Colossians and Philemon.  But when the time came when Paul was going to be executed for his faith, Demas abandoned him.  And it wasn’t because Satan overpowered him.  It was because he fell in love with the world.

2 Timothy 4:9-10 Do your best to come to me quickly, 10 for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me

This is how Satan comes after you.  When Jesus told the parable of the soils He was showing the various ways Satan destroys people.  The first one has to do with the intellect – failure to understand the gospel.  The second one is persecution.  And then there is a third strategy.

Mark 4:18-19 Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; 19 but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things In Luke’s account, in place of the phrase “desires for other things” he puts a word that refers to unrestrained impulse for immediate pleasure without regard for the will of God. (Lk.8:14) come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.

The word “worries” just refers to the daily distractions of life.  That, combined with the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things, chokes out the Word in their hearts.

Definitions
Worldliness
How much separation from the culture?
In John 17 Jesus talked about us being in the world and not of the world, and throughout church history there has been debate about exactly how much involvement we should have with the culture.  On the one hand we are to be salt and light in the world.  The Great Commission was not, “Retreat” but “Go!”

1 Corinthians 5:9-10 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people--  10 not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral … In that case you would have to leave this world.

So we are to be in the world.
But on the other hand God calls us to come out from among them and be separate (2 Cor.6:17).  We are to be different and set apart.  We are not to be of the world.

Not geographic separation, but a matter of love

So what should we do?  Should we be like monks and retreat to a monastery?  Or like the Amish, who separate themselves from as much of the culture as possible?  In this passage we see that the answer to those questions is really very simple.  Separation from the world is not a matter of where you live, but what you love.
Worldliness is not mainly a matter of behaviors (drinking, smoking, gambling, etc.)  Worldliness is a matter of what you love.  The Quaker who sits in his primitive home that he built with primitive tools who has worldly desires in his heart is guilty of worldliness.  And the person who lives right in the heart of the city and is deeply involved in the culture, but who loves nothing in this world is not guilty of worldliness.  We are to be in the world and not of the world.  Many Christians today have it backward – they are of the world and not in the world.  They retreat from  missions and evangelism, but in their hearts are all kinds of worldly desires.
So should we move away from society and reject modern technology?  Or should we go right into the bars and make friends so we can win them to Christ?  The answer is we should love God and not the world.  The person who goes into the bar for evangelism has to make an honest examination of his heart.  Is he going in there because deep down he is attracted to that lifestyle?  Or is he going in there because his love for God compels him to reach out to the lost even though he is repulsed by that lifestyle?  It is not a matter of where you go; it is a matter of what you love.
Love
So let’s talk about what love is.  Most of you have probably been taught that the Greek word for love here (agape), refers to a special divine love that is fundamentally different from human love, and that is devoid of emotion.  It is an act of the will and has nothing to do with feeling.  That is an idea that came from the philosophy of Plato, and has been popularized in our time by a book by Anders Nygren called Agape and Eros. Plato taught that heavenly love is primarily an intellectual phenomenon, not an emotional one.  Nygren agrees: “(agape) has nothing to do with desire and longing”  (Anders Nygren, Agape and Eros, Phillip Watson trans. (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1953) 236).  That cannot be defended biblically, nor is there any extra-biblical support.  The major authorities (for example, Kittle’s Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, or Colin Brown’s NIDNTT) confirm that agape is a feeling, and it is very much connected to desire.  D.A. Carson said, “I suspect that the heritage of understanding agapao to refer to a willed love independent of emotion and committed to the others’ good has been influenced by the schoolmen and other philosophical theologians of a bygone era, who denied there was feeling in God.”  (D.A. Carson, The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of God, (Wheaton: Crossway, 2000) 28.)  In other words, religious philosophers say that God is above emotion and therefore doesn’t feel anything, so any love that He has must be a love that has no feeling involved.  That is the product of human philosophy.  Charles Hodge writes: “Love of necessity involves feeling, and if there be no feeling in God, there can be no love.” (Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, (New York: Scribner, Armstrong, and Co. 1972) 1:428-9)  Spicq writes, “In the Christian, agape is primarily an adoration of God that is marked by … lively emotion.” (Ceslaus Spicq, Agape in the New Testament (St. Louis: Herder, 1963), 142)  D.A. Carson says the idea of non-emotional love probably comes from the philosophers, who say that God must be above emotion and therefore can’t feel anything.  That is what human philosophy says.  Let’s take a look at what the Apostle John says.

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. … 16 For everything in the world--the desire of the flesh, the desires of the eyes and the boasting of life--comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desire pass away 

John is very clear – love is all about desire.  He says, “Don’t love the world.  Why?  Because that kind of desire doesn’t come from God.”  He is using love and desire synonymously. 
The commentators who cling to the non-emotional theory of love end up saying that John is suddenly using a totally different definition of agape here than the normal definition.  But that doesn’t work.  There is no room in this passage for two different definitions for love.  You can’t switch back and forth between definitions, because the love you are not supposed to have for the world is the very same love that you are supposed to have for God.  Desire is at the core of love.
The world
So now we understand what love is; let’s think through what the world is.  John uses the term world to refer to unbelievers.  And in this context it is specifically the values and beliefs of the non-Christian culture.  If you summarize those values and beliefs here’s what you get: “What you see when you look around is all there is.”  That is what is wrong with the way the world thinks.  They think this world is all there is.  So this command is an amazing command when you think about how it sounds to an unbeliever.  

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. 

For them the world is all there is.  So they aren’t allowed to love anything.  This is a radical command.
The thing that makes the world worldly is the fact that they do not take God into consideration.  They don’t believe anything that God said if it doesn’t already seem true to them.  What you can observe through natural perception is ultimate reality, and that’s all there is.  And buying in to that way of thinking will produce certain desires.

16 For everything in the world—the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the boasting of life--comes not from the Father but from the world. 

Let’s take those one at a time.

The desire of the flesh
First, the desire of the flesh.  Some translations say lust.  This word can refer to lust or it can just mean desire.  Here the idea is that it is desire driven by bodily appetites.
Bodily appetites are given to us by God.  It is a good thing that you get thirsty and desire water.  It is a good thing that you desire food, and rest and sex and physical pleasure.  Those are all God-given appetites. 
At what point does physical desire become sinful? When it is worldly
So what makes a physical desire become sinful?  Most of the time people say it becomes sinful when it gets out of balance.  If you eat the right amount it’s good, if you eat a little too much that’s OK, but if you eat way too much that’s gluttony.  One time a fellow pastor asked Charles Spurgeon, “Don’t you think all your smoking hurts your testimony?”  Spurgeon replied, "If I ever smoke to excess."  "And what would that be?"   And Spurgeon said, "If I smoked two cigars at the same time."
But the real issue is not how much you indulge in something.  What makes it sinful or righteous is where the desire comes from.  Does it come from your love for God or from your love for the world?  If it comes from the world it is wrong – no matter how much you indulge.  In fact, having that desire is sin even if you don’t indulge at all.
Satan tried this on Jesus.  He came to Jesus when He was literally starving and tried to entice Jesus to turn stones to bread and fulfill His bodily appetites without regard to the will of God.  It didn’t work on Jesus but it did on the readers of James.

James 4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. 

When you lift the impulses for immediate, earthly pleasure above the will of God then you will also put it ahead of loving others, which means you respond with anger when your desires aren’t fulfilled.  If you have a problem with anger – this is the place to look.

You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 4 You adulteresses! Don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

Just as a wife should seek her sexual fulfillment only from her husband and no one else, so we should seek our joy from God and nowhere else.  And if we seek joy from any other source besides God, James says we are adulteresses.  
James calls it friendship with the world; John calls it love for the world – either way it should repulse us.

Jeremiah 15:17 I never sat in the company of revelers, never made merry with them; I sat alone because your hand was on me and you had filled me with indignation.

The heart that loves God cannot stand earthly things being pointed to as treasures.
The right kind of desire for stuff
So is it wrong to desire earthly things?  Is it wrong to desire a house to live in, or clothes to wear, or food to eat?  Is it wrong for me to desire my wife?  Yes, it is, if those desires are worldly.  And if they are desires that terminate on that earthly pleasure and point to that earthly thing as the source of joy, they are worldly.  But if they spring from my desire for fellowship with God then they are worship.

The desire of the eyes
The desire of the flesh is the physical impulse; this is the mental and emotional impulse.  It is when you have to have something because you saw it.  You are going along just fine – perfectly content with what you have, and then all of the sudden something enters your field of vision, and you have to have it.  This is why advertising is a multi-billion dollar industry.  We go from being perfectly content without something to being desperate to have it just because someone put it in front of our hungry, greedy eyes.
Misuse of your eyes can destroy your life in a hurry – just ask Lot’s wife.  Achan turned his eyes to some of the forbidden treasures and the earth opened and swallowed him alive.  Samson saw something he wanted with his eyes, and it ended up costing him his eyes (and his life).   David’s eyes wandered one day and it caused unbelievable disaster for the rest of his life.  That's why Job made a covenant with his eyes (Job 31:1), and David said…

Psalm 101:3 I will set before my eyes no vile thing 

Psalm 119:37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things

Satan tried this one on Jesus too.

Matthew 4:8-9 the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  9 "All this I will give you," he said,

He didn’t just offer it to Jesus, he went to the trouble to transport Jesus all the way up to a high mountain so that Jesus could see it all with His eyes.  Satan was hoping he could get to Jesus through the desire of the eyes.
This can be a very powerful thing.  Your eyes are the favorite tools of covetousness.  For some people it is just as sinful to pick up the Sunday newspaper ads as to pick up a Playboy.  You see the computers or the clothes or the cars or the plasma TVs or the games and your whole being is aflame with desire for temporal things, and everything in you in convinced that those are the real source of joy.  And at that moment if you compare fellowship with God to the pleasure of those things, those things seem like a mountain of pleasure and fellowship with God seems like a pebble. 
If that is what happens in your heart then it is a sin for you to look at those ads.  Susanna Wesley had some very wise counsel.  She said, "whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off your relish of spiritual things; in short, whatever increases the strength and authority of your body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may be in itself." Susanna Wesley (Letter, June 8, 1725)



The pride of life
The word translated “life” here is bios, and it refers to temporal life.  John only uses this word one other time and that is in 3:17, where it’s translated “possessions.”

1 John 3:17 If anyone has material possessions (lit. the bios of the world) and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?

Bios is also the word Luke uses in the parable of the soils.

Luke 8:14 … as they go on their way they are choked by the worries, riches and pleasures of bios.

So the pride of life is when you gain your meaning, importance, and significance from temporal things rather than eternal things.  It is when you crave esteem from man more than esteem from God.
The variety of earthly things that make us feel important is so wide.  We are all tempted by pride in different ways.  For some it’s where you went to school.  For others it’s your job.  For others it’s your skills.  For others it’s your money.  For others it’s your looks.  For others it’s the experiences you have been through.  For others it’s your education or intelligence.  For others it’s reputation or popularity or the praise of some certain person.  For others it’s being well-known.  For others it’s who you know or who you’ve met or where you’ve been.  For others it’s social status.
When the Bible forbids pride and self-exaltation, what is the solution to that?  Does God want us to strive for unimportance and meaninglessness and purposelessness and irrelevance in your life?  Just the opposite.  Jesus taught us how to become great in the Kingdom of God.  The issue is not to strive for unimportance.  Go ahead and strive for importance and greatness.  The issue is what do you believe makes you important or great?  Is your boast in knowing God, as it should be; or is it in some temporal thing?  The pride of life is when your natural, God-given appetite for meaning and significance and greatness is directed to temporal things.
And the tricky thing about it is the fact that you don’t have actually to have any of those things for them to be your boast.  If you regard any of them as the measuring stick of greatness, whether you have it or not you are guilty of that aspect of loving the world.  Maybe you don’t have much of an education, but you are embarrassed about it.  Maybe you don’t have much money but you still look to wealth as the thing that would give you importance if you could just get it.  Maybe you aren’t very good looking – but you covet physical attractiveness as the thing that would make you somebody.  All those things I mentioned – job, skills, experiences, reputation, popularity, fame, social status - whether you have them or not, if you regard them as the measure of your importance you are infected with the pride of this life.
Sometimes this comes out in your assumptions about how others view you.  You get someone who has those things and assume they are looking down on you for not having them.  And you walk away saying, “Those snobs – did you see how they were looking down their noses at me?”  And in reality these people are not looking down on you at all.  You just assume they are because in your heart you regard what they have as the measure of importance.
Do you get upset when you don’t receive recognition from men for what you have done?  Or does your heart care only about approval from God?  Which would make your day more – getting a call from a network TV news program wanting to interview you for your outstanding whatever, or reading in God’s Word that He is going to crown you with glory someday for your faithfulness to Him?
Summary
So what is love for the world?  It is looking to the world’s pleasures for your joy and looking to the world’s accolades for your importance.  What is loving God?  It is looking to God for your joy and to His accolades for your importance.
When you use your strength to obtain the world’s delights, and when the thoughts of your mind are fixed on the world, and when your heart and soul crave what the world offers; then you are loving the world with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Satan hasn’t changed much since his very first temptation.
Genesis 3:6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it
First she saw it was good for food – what’s that? (desire of the flesh)  Then she saw it was pleasing to the eye – what’s that? (desire of the eyes)  Then she saw it was desirable for gaining wisdom – what’s that? (pride of life)  That is love for the world. 
And don’t ever fall for the lie that it is harmless.  Love for the world is lethal.  It is especially dangerous because it can lie hidden deep inside your heart.  The people in the parable of the soils are zealous and excited about spiritual things for a while.  But later on they are brought down by their love for the world.
In Demas’ case it didn’t show itself until it came down to life or death.  For all those years he served right alongside Paul and the others and there did not seem to be any indication that there was love for the world in his heart.  Satan is content to fasten the ropes around your neck and then give you lots of slack – not pulling on it until the last minute.  But be assured, if you love this world he has those ropes around you.  And when the time comes for him to pull on them, you will fall.

Reason 1: Incompatible with love for God
Certain loves are incompatible 
So John says, “Do not love the world.”  And in the second half of v.15 he tells us why.

15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

Don’t love the world because that is incompatible with loving God.  You cannot love both.

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Why is that?  Why are those two loves so mutually exclusive?  Not all loves are mutually exclusive.  For example, my kids don’t come to me and say, “Dad – you can love me or you can love my sister; but not both.”  Some kinds of love are exclusive, and others are not.  So why is it that you cannot love both God and the world?  John gives us the answer in v.16.
Incompatible because those desires don’t come from God
This is where this really gets interesting.  The reason love for the world and love for God are incompatible is because of the source of the desires.

The source of your desires

16 For everything in the world … comes not from the Father but from the world. 

Think about the implications of that word “from.”  That word means “because of.”  Greek ek.  In this context it can mean “from” (source) or “because of” (cause).  I think it is best to take it as cause.  It is not that God or the world just plant a desire in your heart apart from what you are doing.  Rather the desires you have are in your heart because of God or because of the world.
We tend to think our desires are just built in to our DNA like our eye color or our gender.  But that is not the case.  Your desires have a source outside of you.  They do not come initially from you.  They come from one of two sources – the world or God.  When you have a desire in your soul, that desire is there because someone made you think that thing was a good source of joy.  The world is constantly preaching to you to persuade you that its temporary pleasures are the greatest treasures and the best sources of the highest joy, and God is telling you that His river of delights is the greatest treasure and the best source of the highest joy.  When you desire one or the other it is because you were convinced by the argument of one or the other.
The unbelieving culture gives you messages designed to persuade you of the value of temporal things apart from God.  Happiness will come from a car.  Joy is a product of recreation.  Having a relationship with some wonderful person of the opposite sex will satisfy the appetites of your soul.  When you watch enough of their commercials, and immerse yourself deeply enough in their conversations, and read enough of their magazines or websites, or spend enough time window shopping in their malls – over time your soul will be persuaded by their message: Yes!  Joy is to be found in temporal things in and of themselves. 
Satan has a lot of pulpits that preach his message.  Ask yourself: “Which one of those is the most effective in my life?”  The messages from this word that cause worldly desires in me – where do they come from?
So remember – worldliness is not a matter of over-indulgence vs. moderation.  The issue is What is the source of your desires?  Every desire I have needs to pass this test: “Where did this desire come from?”  It either came from listening to the world or from listening to God.  The only desires we are permitted to have are the ones that come from God.
Loving God means desiring nothing but Him.  Any worldly idea, attitude, belief, experience, theory, viewpoint, judgment, opinion, or argument that causes you to be attracted to temporal things above eternal things must be avoided at all costs.

That’s why they can’t coexist 
So can you see why love for the world and love for God are so incompatible?  They cannot possibly coexist because desire for the world originates from different beliefs than desire for God.  And you cannot believe opposite things simultaneously.  Love for the world means desiring the world, and desire for the world comes when you believe the world’s message.  Love for God means desiring God, and desire for God comes when you believe God’s message.  And you cannot believe both at the same time.  I can love all my kids simultaneously because love for them all comes from the same source and arise from the same beliefs.  But love for God and love for the world come from opposite sources, and they rise form opposite beliefs, and so they cannot coexist. 

Great news – you can change your desires!
It was kind of a new thought to me this week when I realized this passage is teaching that my desires are not inherent in me – they come from an outside source.  That is fantastic news!  Do you realize what that means?  It means you can change your desires!  If you place yourself in a position of being influenced by the world’s preaching, your desires will be for the world.  And if you place yourself in a position of being influenced by the truth of God, your desires will be for the things God says are most pleasing.
Now, when you hear that you might think, “It doesn’t seem to work for me.  I come to church every week, I take notes, I listen to preaching on the radio, I read my Bible, I read books, but still it doesn’t seem to change my desires for worldly things.”
Persuasion is caused by information and experience 
What you need to realize is that there are two things that cause persuasion – information and experience.  It is very difficult to believe something that is contrary to your experience, even if you have a lot of good intellectual evidence to support it.  If every time you have eaten a grape it’s been sour, you could listen to sermon after sermon telling you that grapes are sweet and it would be hard for you to believe until you actually ate a sweet one.  Experience is the most powerful persuader of the soul.  So when you go in for your devotions in the morning and it is boring and hard and unpleasant and burdensome, and then you indulge in some worldly pleasure and it is exciting and thrilling and pleasurable, no matter how long I stand up here and preach to you about how delightful the presence of God is, it is going to be really, really hard for you to be convinced that fellowship with Him really is more pleasurable and delightful than anything the world offers.

Inference #1
There are two inferences we can draw from that – one on the positive side and one on the negative side.  The positive is this – it is critically important that you use experiences of joy to persuade your soul of the truth of Scripture.  When you experience any peace from God, or any joy, or any courage or comfort or intimacy or confidence or any other good thing - make much of that experience.  And make sure you attribute that to the presence of God and nothing else.  If you have a sensation of joy or hope or peace it is not because it is a beautiful spring day, it is not because you happen to be in a good mood due to hormones, it is not because of a good night’s sleep - it is because of an experience of the presence of God.  It may be that God allowed you to experience the joy of His presence through some other means like a beautiful spring morning, but it is His presence and not the beautiful morning that was the cause of the joy (or the peace or whatever other benefit).  And we know that is true because there are some beautiful spring mornings that don’t cause joy in our hearts at all.  So the joy does not come from the morning but from the presence of God.  And unless you make a point of telling your soul that each time you are happy, then your soul will attribute the joy to some other source and you won’t make any progress in changing your desires so that you desire the presence of God more.  Use every joy of life to train your soul to crave more of the presence of God.
Inference #2
On the negative side, realize that every time you cave in to your lusts, and you indulge in some pleasure in a sinful way, you preach a very powerful sermon to your soul.  You cave in to a temptation, and the result is a strong sensation of pleasure.  You may repent and God will forgive – but think of the damage that is done to your soul.  Your soul is now strongly persuaded that sin does indeed pay off.  It really is the source of joy.  Experiencing that pleasure cements into your soul the message of the world that the greatest joy is to be found in temporal pleasures.
What desiring God along looks like
So what does it look like to desire God alone?  When I go on vacation, before I leave I remind myself that this vacation could be delightful or it could turn out to be miserable.  It could satisfying the cravings of my soul or leave me unhappy and unsatisfied.  And the only factor that will determine whether it is one or the other is whether or not God enables me to experience the grace of His presence through the vacation. 
The same goes for the way we think after an enjoyable experience – and during the experience. The more we learn to attribute the joy to the presence of God the more we will realize what an incredibly delightful thing the presence of God is. 

Reason #2 The world is transient 
The first reason why you cannot love both God and the world is because those two loves are incompatible, and they are incompatible because of the fact that they involve desires that come from opposite beliefs. Then in v.17 John gives us another reason why not to love the world.

17 The world and its desire pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

You attach yourself to whatever you love, so its fate becomes yours. Where your treasure is there your heart will be (Mt.6:20) – and there your destiny will be.  The world is unstable and unreliable and it falters and fails, and the pleasures that go along with it are similarly unstable and transitory.  Do earthly things bring sensations of pleasure?  Yes – when God allows them to.  But if that pleasure is divorced from fellowship with God it is fleeting and temporary.  Indulging in an earthly pleasure apart from fellowship with God is like pulling a fruit tree out of the ground and putting it in your house.  You can enjoy the fruit for a few days, but soon the tree will wither die.  It won’t be able to supply ongoing satisfaction.  Tear the pleasures of this world from the roots of God’s joy-supplying grace, and they will dry up.
Think of the things you have been tempted to turn to for your joy.  Does the joy last?  Is it deep enough joy to carry you through suffering like the joy from God is?  When you are depressed and you eat an entire bag of potato chips, has that worked pretty well at curing your depression?  You finish the bag and then go skipping out of the house overflowing with joy?  The chips taste good – no doubt about that.  But one minute after finishing the bag you are more depressed than ever.
There are other earthly pleasures that last a little bit longer than potato chips, but eventually they fade away too.  And when they do they leave gaping hole of emptiness bigger than the one you started with.  But the one who does God’s will is perpetually blessed.
No reasonable person forfeits greater, more long-term happiness for shorter, shallower, short-term happiness.  An hour before Thanksgiving dinner you might have a craving for a snack, but even the most gluttonous among us can usually resist that temptation – because we really want to be able to enjoy the dinner.  If you have tickets to a two week, all-expense paid vacation to your dream vacation, you don’t wake up the morning of your flight and say, “This bed feels so good – I think I’ll just sleep in and forfeit the vacation.”  Not even the most slothful among us would do that.
We understand saying no to a tiny joy in order to obtain a huge joy.  The only time we have a problem with this is when the greater joy is pushed far enough into the future so that it falls outside of the range of our little attention span.  A little child doesn’t want to postpone gratification even for a moment – no matter how great the greater joy is.  The more we mature the longer we are willing to wait and the more temporary pleasure we are willing to give up for a greater joy.  But even as adults we have limitations on our attention span and we make irrational decisions if the greater joy is too far off or too intangible or requires too much faith in God’s promises.  If the promise of reward is too far off, our flesh tells us it is better to just forfeit that for immediate, shallow pleasure.  And Scripture shows us the folly of that and how irrational it is by shrinking down the time frame.

Proverbs 26:15 The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.

You are sitting there at the dinner table and you are famished.  You are so hungry that your stomach is growling and you can’t wait to eat.  So you just dig in, and bury your hand in the bucket of KFC, and grab hold of a nice, juicy piece of chicken, and then you say, “I don’t feeling like doing the hard work of lifting the piece of chicken out of the bucket and up to my mouth,” so you just give up and stay in that position the whole meal.  You trade off the large enjoyment of the meal for the tiny little enjoyment of not having to lift your hand back up out of the bucket.  What that proverb is trying to show us is that it is ridiculous to forfeit a large joy to avoid the hardship when it is just one second of hardship.  And it is just as ridiculous to forfeit eternal joy just to avoid a lifetime of hardship.  Even if you have to suffer for 90 years – that is not even one second in comparison with eternity.  When we forfeit eternal joy for any temporal pleasure we are acting like irrational little children.
John is not arguing against pursuing pleasure.  His whole point is that the world should be rejected precisely because it does not provide enough pleasure.  Its pleasure comes to an end.  That’s cheesy.  The pleasures of this world are too small and too shallow and too short to be worth anything.

Conclusion
I write to you young men because you are strong and you overcome the evil one.  You’ve got the enemy in a strangle hold.  Don’t fall in love with him.  Be persuaded instead by the Lord’s message so your desires will come from Him.  Delight yourself in His will and you will have joy forever.

Benediction: 1 Corinthians 16:22-24 If anyone does not love the Lord-- a curse be on him. Come, O Lord! (Maranatha) 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.  24 My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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Devotionals

Day 1: The most important thing
The first major section was devoted to teaching us what constitutes a true Christian as opposed to a phony Christian.  Then, once it was established who is saved and who isn’t, John turned his attention to encouraging the saved folks.  And he does that by reminding us that our sins are forgiven and we know the Lord, and we have victory over the enemy.  And that brings us up to 2:15 where we find the first command in the book, and it comes right at the beginning of the sentence. 

15 Do not love…

The first direct command in the book is a command not to love something.  Far more than anything else God is concerned about what you love and don’t love, because what you love and don’t love are the most accurate indicators of the righteousness or unrighteousness in your heart.  Your actions don’t always tell the truth about what is in your heart (because you can do them with a bad motive).  Your words don’t always tell the truth about the condition of your heart (because you can lie).  Not even your thoughts are always accurate indicators of what is truly inside you (there is such a thing as self-deception).  But your affections never lie.  What you love and don’t love is a foolproof way of measuring your godliness.  It is impossible to truly delight in righteousness without actually being righteous.  And it is impossible to delight in evil without actually being evil.  What you love and delight in is the most accurate measure of what you are. James Dobson wrote a book titled, Emotions – can you trust them? There are two possible answers to that question. Can you trust what your emotions tell you about morality or doctrine? No. But can you trust what your emotions tell you about your beliefs? Yes. Your emotions always tell the truth about what you believe. If you feel scared, is that proof that there is something dangerous threatening you? No. But it is proof that you believe there is something dangerous. If you are happy that does not prove that something good happened, but it does prove that you believe something good happened (or will happen). People talk about having irrational emotions, but really it’s questionable whether there is such a thing as irrational emotions. There are irrational beliefs. But emotions are perfectly reasonable, predictable responses to your beliefs. If I’m paralyzed with fear all day every day because I’m afraid some germ is going to get into my body and kill me, it’s not my fear that is irrational – it’s my belief. If my beliefs tell my emotions that I’m likely to die, then it makes perfect sense for my emotions to respond with fear. What is irrational is for me to believe that death is so likely when it’s really not very likely.
We see this again and again in Scripture - evil people are evil because of what they love, and righteous people are righteous because of what they love.

2 Tim.3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, … without love, … not lovers of the good, … lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.”

Ps.97:10 Let those who love the LORD hate evil.

Ps.119:104 I hate every wrong path.

1 Tim.3:2,3 The overseer … must not be a lover of money but rather one who loves what is good.

Ro.12:9 Hate what is evil

Even if you accept the gospel as being true, if you do not love it you are lost.

2 Thessalonians 2:10 (those who are perishing) perish because they refused to love the truth 

So God cares more about what you love or don’t love than anything else.  In fact, it is safe to say that is the only thing God cares about in your heart.  That is why the entire law can be summed up in one command – love God.


Day 2: The Cause of all good desires
1 John 2:15-16 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world--the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes and the boasting of life--comes not from the Father but from the world. 

What is wonderful about this attribute:
The reason we are not to love this world is because the desires involved in doing so are from the world and not from God.  One might have expected John to say that such desires are from the flesh or from ourselves.  But John only seems to recognize two possible causes of our desires: the world or God.  Each time you have a desire, that desire exists because of something God said that you believed or because of something the world said that you believed.
Worldliness is not mainly an issue of behavior.  It is a value system in the heart.  The unbelieving culture gives you messages designed to persuade you of the value of temporal things apart from God.  Happiness will come from a car.  Joy is a product of recreation.  Having a relationship with some wonderful person of the opposite sex will satisfy the appetites of your soul.  When you watch enough of their commercials, and immerse yourself deeply enough in their conversations, and read enough of their magazines or websites, or spend enough time window shopping in their malls – over time your soul will be persuaded by their message: Yes! Joy is to be found in temporal things in and of themselves. 
And when you indulge those desires and experience pleasure as a result, you confirm and solidify that belief in a very powerful way.  Each time you experience pleasure by indulging worldly desires you preach a powerful, persuasive sermon to your soul that says: “Temporal things really are the source of satisfaction of the soul.”
The other possible Cause of desire that John mentions is God.  God also gives us messages about what will satisfy the cravings of the soul.  He tells us that fellowship with Him is the only thing that can satisfy the appetites of the soul, and that the pleasures of this world are shallow and ultimately unsatisfying and pain-producing. When we are persuaded of those messages the result is a different set of desires.  We will crave the experience of nearness to Him. 
The fact that desires are not built in to you, but are a product of outside sources is wonderful news!  It means you are not stuck with your current set of desires.  You are not doomed to a life of saying “no” to your desires and forcing yourself to do things you don’t desire.  That is not the Christian life.  The successful Christian life is to have good desires, and then for God to give you the desires of your heart.

Experiencing this attribute:
If godly desires are a product of being persuaded of the messages from God about what is good, the obvious way to experience that is to do all you can to be persuaded of those messages.  Expose yourself to them every day.  Listen to preachers present them in a persuasive way. 
And do not forget the experiential aspect.  Your flesh did not become persuaded to believe the world’s message through arguments alone.  The arguments get you to try some worldly delight, and when doing that thing results in sensations of pleasure – that is what cements the belief in your heart that this thing really is a source of joy.  Use that same strategy for good desires.  When you have experiences of the presence of God that are delightful, make much of that in your mind.  Make sure you draw the connection in your heart between the joy (or comfort, courage, strength, rest, peace, etc.) that you feel and the presence of God.  It will do no good to experience peace or joy and assume it is just because you got a good night’s sleep or because of some favorable circumstances.  Realize that any joy you feel is because of His presence.  Use that to preach to your soul about the supreme value of the grace of God.

Think: What is the most persuasive avenue the world has into your life that persuades you to desire what the world offers?  Friends?  Commercials?  Internet?  The Mall?  Or something else?
Day 3: God who is the Only worthy Object of desire 

1 John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world--the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eyes and the boasting of this life--comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

What is wonderful about this attribute:
John makes it very clear that desire is at the core of love.  He forbids love for the world, and then immediately goes on to speak of desires for this world.  And that is the opposite of love for God, which means at the core of love for God is desire for God.  We are forbidden to love anything in the world, because everything in the world comes from the world rather than from God.  The only desires we are permitted to have, then, are desires for God.  The reason for this prohibition is because the world is passing away but the one whose desire is the will of God lives forever.  You share the fate of what you love.  Desire in your heart attaches you to the object of your desire so you go where it goes.  So it is a gracious kindness for the Lord to instruct us to desire Him alone.  In doing so we rescue ourselves from the disaster of sharing the world’s fate and we propel ourselves into eternal joy in God. 
It is a mistake to define worldliness in terms of actions or practices.  Worldliness takes place in the heart.  It is a matter of love (desire).  A man who has never been drunk, never gambled, never engaged in any impure sexual behavior of any kind, and who has very little wealth may still be quite worldly – if in his heart he craves those things or thinks of those things as being sources of joy.  The pleasures of this world can be enjoyed by the Christian if they are enjoyed as an act of fellowship with God and received as gestures of God’s love and admired as emblems of God’s goodness; but if desire terminates on them as though they themselves were the source of joy – that is unfaithfulness to God.
God is the only worthy object of our desire.  Nothing else should be desired because nothing else is inherently good.  All of the goodness, beauty, loveliness, sweetness, or excellence of anything in existence is good, beautiful, lovely, sweet, or excellent only inasmuch as it resembles God.  And the feelings of happiness and enjoyment from those things come only when God grants an experience of His delightfulness through those things (which is why sometimes some of our favorite things don’t bring happiness at all).  
Think of what a marvelous thing it is that God is worthy of desire.  In order for an object or person to be worthy of desire it must be capable of fulfilling that desire.  God is worthy of all desire, and nothing else is worthy of any desire.  This is because nothing else has the innate capability to satisfy the appetites of the soul, and God has total capability to do so.  One of the most unpleasant experiences in life is disappointment.  When you get your hopes up for something – a wonderful night out, a vacation, a day at your favorite place – and it ends up being cancelled at the last minute, or something happens to ruin it, it is far more depressing than if the hope had never come up in the first place.  The wonderful thing about God’s worthiness to be desired is that He is utterly capable of fulfilling the desire.  He always satisfies and never disappoints.  We never have to worry that an experience of the presence of God will turn out to be unsatisfying.

Experiencing this attribute:
The only way to experience this attribute is to eliminate love for the world from your heart, and desire for the world can only be eliminated by what Thomas Chalmers called “the expulsive power of a new affection.” This was the title of Chalmers’ sermon on 1 John 2:15-17.   It is impossible to just stop loving something that you love, or to stop desiring something that you desire.  Desire can only be removed by displacement.  It is like digging a hole in a body of water.  If you just try to remove the water from a certain space, the other water rushes right back in.  But if you put some other object in that place, it displaces the water and keeps it out of that space.  Only love for God can displace love for the world. 
Susanna Wesley understood this principle.  She said, "whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, or takes off your relish of spiritual things; in short, whatever increases the strength and authority of your body over your mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may be in itself." Susanna Wesley (Letter, June 8, 1725)
What does it look like to desire God alone?  When I go on vacation, before I leave I remind myself that this vacation could be delightful or it could turn out to be miserable.  It could satisfying the cravings of my soul or leave me unhappy and unsatisfied.  And the only factor that will determine whether it is one or the other is whether or not God enables me to experience the grace of His presence through the vacation. 
The same goes for the way we think during and after an enjoyable experience.  The more we learn to attribute the joy to the presence of God the more we will realize what an incredibly delightful thing the presence of God is. 

Think: In what areas has love for the world crept into your heart?

Day 4: Worthiness and trustworthiness to be the object of my desire

Psalm 25:1-3 Of David. To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 2 in you I trust, O my God. Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 3 No one whose hope is in you will ever be put to shame, but they will be put to shame who are treacherous without excuse. 

What is wonderful about this attribute:
To lift your soul to someone or some thing, in Hebrew thinking, means to make that person or thing the object of your desire.  We lift our souls to God when we make Him our only desire, and the One to whom we look for the satisfaction of all the appetites of the soul. 
This attribute is delightful because God is completely trustworthy.  No one who has faithfully waited on Him has ever been disappointed.  And no one who hasn’t has ever been ultimately satisfied.

Experiencing this attribute:
We experience this attribute when we make God the object of our desire and then enjoy the fulfillment of our desires in Him.

To You, oh Lord, I lift up my soul.  I must lift it to You, because it is Yours.  You created it, and it was Yours, then You bought it, so now it is twice yours.  My affections, desires, dreams, purposes, attitudes, pleasures, longings, decisions, thoughts, actions – all belong to You.  My future is Yours.  My past is Yours.  This moment is Yours – and the next...  All is Yours.  I have no right to take anything to myself.  You have called me to pick up my cross and follow You to Golgotha.  Unless I give up everything I have I cannot be Your disciple.  Lord, take it all.  Everything.  My dreams and everything that is most important to me.  It is all in Your great hand to dispense with as You please, and I will praise and glorify Your name no matter what You do with it. 
Lord, You know my desires. I want…  [Take a moment to express your deepest desires to God.]  Those are the desires of my heart.  You said to make my requests known to You – to look to You as the only source and determiner of blessing.  To seek for it from You and to persist.  Lord, please – please, dear Lord, for the sake of Your name and for the joy of Your people – please grant these requests.
That’s my soul.  All those desires I lift up and place in Your hands.  If you say no to every one of them I will joyfully and gladly praise Your glorious name.  I trust You.  No one who puts their hope in You will ever be put to shame.  I have no fear of my enemies or of circumstances.  I tremble at Your chastising hand, but ultimately I love it.  Do as You will.  I bless Your name because You do all that You please in the world. 

Think: Which of the appetites of your soul do you have the hardest time believing God can satisfy? Be careful not to confuse appetites with desires. There is such a thing as an evil desire, and we should not expect those to be satisfied by God. However, even evil desires arise from God-given appetites. For example, if a person is treated unfairly and desires revenge, that desire for revenge is an evil desire. However it arises out of a God-given appetite for justice – which is an appropriate thing to request of God. God gave us appetites that should cause us to seek after Him, but some of them become perverted and twisted into evil desires. When that happens we must discern the good appetite behind the evil desire and make God the focus of that appetite. 

Day 5: The God of eternal blessing
The first reason why you can’t love both God and the world is because those two loves are incompatible, and they are incompatible because of the fact that they involve desires that come from opposite beliefs.  In v.17 John gives us another reason why not to love the world.

17 The world and its desire pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 

You attach yourself to whatever you love, so its fate becomes yours.  Where your treasure is there your heart will be (Mt.6:20) – and there your destiny will be. 
The world is unstable and unreliable and it falters and fails, and the pleasures that go along with it are similarly unstable and transitory.  Do earthly things bring sensations of pleasure?  Yes – when God allows them to.  But if that pleasure is divorced from fellowship with God it is fleeting and temporary.  Indulging in an earthly pleasure apart from fellowship with God is like pulling a fruit tree out of the ground and putting it in your house.  You can enjoy the fruit for a few days, but soon the tree will wither die.  It won’t be able to supply ongoing satisfaction.  Tear the pleasures of this world from the roots of God’s joy-supplying grace, and they will dry up.
Think of the things you have been tempted to turn to for your joy.  Does the joy last?  Is it deep enough joy to carry you through suffering like the joy from God is?  When you’re depressed and you eat an entire bag of potato chips, has that worked pretty well at curing your depression?  You finish the bag and then go skipping out of the house overflowing with joy?  The chips taste good – no doubt about that.  But one minute after finishing the bag you are more depressed than ever.
There are other earthly pleasures that last a little bit longer than potato chips, but eventually they fade away too.  And when they do they leave gaping hole of emptiness bigger than the one you started with.  But the one who does God’s will is perpetually blessed.
No reasonable person forfeits greater, more long-term happiness for shorter, shallower, short-term happiness.  An hour before Thanksgiving dinner you might have a craving for a snack, but even the most gluttonous among us can usually resist that temptation – because we really want to be able to enjoy the dinner.  If you have tickets to a two week, all-expense paid vacation to your dream vacation, you don’t wake up the morning of your flight and say, “This bed feels so good – I think I’ll just sleep in and forfeit the vacation.”  Not even the most slothful among us would do that.
We understand saying no to a tiny joy in order to obtain a huge joy.  The only time we have a problem with this is when the greater joy is pushed far enough into the future so that it falls outside of the range of our little attention span.  A little child doesn’t want to postpone gratification even for a moment – no matter how great the greater joy is.  The more we mature the longer we are willing to wait and the more temporary pleasure we are willing to give up for a greater joy.  But even as adults we have limitations on our attention span and we make irrational decisions if the greater joy is too far off or too intangible or requires too much faith in God’s promises.  If the promise of reward is too far off, our flesh tells us it is better to just forfeit that for immediate, shallow pleasure.  And Scripture shows us the folly of that and how irrational it is by shrinking down the time frame.

Proverbs 26:15 The sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he is too lazy to bring it back to his mouth.

You’re sitting there at the dinner table and you are famished.  You are so hungry that your stomach is growling and you can’t wait to eat.  So you just dig in, and bury your hand in the bucket of KFC, and grab hold of a nice, juicy piece of chicken, and then you say, “I don’t feeling like doing the hard work of lifting the piece of chicken out of the bucket and up to my mouth,” so you just give up and stay in that position the whole meal.  You trade off the large enjoyment of the meal for the tiny little enjoyment of not having to lift your hand back up out of the bucket.  What that proverb is trying to show us is that it is ridiculous to forfeit a large joy to avoid the hardship when it is just one second of hardship.  And it is just as ridiculous to forfeit eternal joy just to avoid a lifetime of hardship.  Even if you have to suffer for 90 years – that is not even one second in comparison with eternity.  When we forfeit eternal joy for any temporal pleasure we are acting like irrational little children.
John is not arguing against pursuing pleasure.  His whole point is that the world should be rejected precisely because it doesn’t provide enough pleasure.  It is pleasure comes to an end.  That’s cheesy.  The pleasures of this world are too small and too shallow and too short to be worth anything.

