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When we began this study on the major themes of Proverbs, we started out with the most prolific theme of all – righteousness.  The starting point of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.

This morning we are going to wrap this study up, and so it’s fitting that we should revisit the most important theme in Proverbs: the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.

The fear of the Lord is a phrase that appears over and over in Proverbs (22 times), so it’s important that we know what that means.

The critics have pointed to Proverbs as just a collection of the wisdom literature of the day – borrowed from the ancient near eastern cultures.

And there are many similarities.  If you read the proverbs of those other, pagan cultures, you will find things about working hard, controlling the tongue, wise use of money, etc.

But to just see those similarities and conclude there are no major differences is to ignore the major thrust of the message of Proverbs, which is this: All wisdom is rooted in the fear of Yahweh.

The writers of the Book of Proverbs made it very clear that true wisdom comes only from God – and not just any god, but specifically Yahweh, the God of Israel.

The word “God” (ELOHIM) appears only 5 times in Proverbs.  “Lord” (ADONAI) appears 0 times. “Yahweh” appears 87 times.

So to be wise you must #1 know the true God and #2 fear Him.

What does it mean to fear God?  Some say it just means “respect,” but if that’s the case why not use the word “respect” instead of the word “fear?”

There has to be a reason why the word “fear” is used.  

But are we to think that it’s fear in the sense of that painful emotion that comes when you feel you are just about to be injured or killed?  Does fearing God mean having a sense of impending doom?

That’s not the picture we get in the book of Proverbs at all.

The Hebrew concept of fear sometimes has the connotation of the emotion or terror, but generally speaking the idea is of taking something seriously.

In the account about Jonah, the sailors went from fearing the storm to fearing the Lord.  

When the storm got so bad it looked like they were going to sink, they began to take that storm very seriously.

Then when Yahweh made it clear that He was far more powerful than the storm, they began to take Him very seriously.

That helps us understand passages like Lv.19:30 where the people are commanded to fear the sanctuary.  Does that mean they have a crippling emotion of anxiety that the tent is going to collapse on them or something?

No, it means they are to take it seriously.  They are never to treat it lightly.  They must never regard it as something common.

So what does it mean to take God seriously?  In Proverbs it means to follow His paths whenever you make a decision.

That’s why it appears to be synonymous with worshipping God, following God, obeying God, seeking God, walking with God…

In 14:2 fearing the Lord is the opposite of despising Him.

In fact, in 2 Ki.17 we are given a detailed explanation of why the northern kingdom of Israel was exiled, and it was because they rejected God’s covernant, and feared other gods, which is idolatry. (2 Ki.17:7)

Even in the OT idolatry wasn’t an issue of a statue primarily.  Idolatry always took place in the heart.  Idolatry is fearing some false god.

So fearing the Lord is taking Yahweh God so seriously that you wouldn’t dare knowingly depart from his way.

That’s why Pr.8:13 says To fear the LORD is to hate evil

Pr.2:5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.
Pr.1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.
 29 Since they hated knowledge and did not choose to fear the LORD,
Pr.2:5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.
Pr.3:7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.
Pr.14:16 A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.
Pr.15:16  Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.
Pr.15:33 The fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom, 
Pr.16:6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the LORD a man avoids evil.
Pr.22:4 Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.
Pr.23:17 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of the LORD.
Pr.24:21 Fear the LORD and the king, my son, and do not join with the rebellious,
Pr.28:14 Blessed is the man who always fears the LORD, but he who hardens his heart falls into trouble.
Pr.29:25  Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.
Pr.31:30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.

And after 12 chapters of thinking through the great issues of life, the preacher in Ecclesiastes comes to the final conclusion at the end of the book: Fear God and keep His commands.  This is the whole duty of man.


Open-mindedness or Fear of God?

Pr.9:10 says The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom

The world says, “No, open-mindedness is the beginning of wisdom.

Pr.3:5 says Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.

The world says, “Lean on your own understanding with all your heart, and trust in the Lord only when His ways fit your own understanding.”

The world’s approach to living life and the approach presented in the book of Proverbs are fundamentally opposed to each other.

Our world exalts open-mindedness.  Proverbs speaks extensively about open-mindedness. 

The Hebrew word ytiP, literally means to be open, spacious or wide.  If you look it up in a lexicon, the first definition that comes up is “open-minded.”  

It occurs 15 times in Proverbs.  And the picture painted of the open-minded in those verses is not pretty.

The NIV translates that word simple.  

They lack understanding (8:5, 9:6)
They lack prudence (14:15, 19:25)
They lack knowledge and discretion  (1:4)
They are marked by a hatred of knowledge (1:22)
They tend to be wayward and complacent (1:32)
They lack judgment (7:7, 9:4,16)
They can only learn through being flogged or punished (19:25, 21:11)
22:3 (27:12) A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the open-minded keep going and suffer for it.

The term is synonymous with the word “fool.”

“Why are they so bad?”  Because Pr.14:15 An open minded man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps.

Our world insists the key to wisdom is to remain open-minded.  If you are not open-minded, and you won’t consider any other option beside one, narrow way, then you are narrow-minded.

And in our world’s economy, nothing is more foolish than being narrow minded.

At least that’s how they feel about spiritual truths.  They don’t think that about anything else.

People love narrow-minded surgeons, narrow-minded, fundamentalist pilots who dogmatically hold to all those beliefs about thrust and lift and gravity, and all the doctrines of aerodynamics. 

People understand that it’s foolish to be open-minded in the real world.  But in matters of opinion, it’s a good thing.

And since so many modern people (I should say post-modern people) believe that religion is in the realm of opinion rather than fact, that they think open-mindedness is the way to go.

There is no right answer, so just value every answer.

The problem with open-mindedness is it inhibits any progress.

When a wise man comes to a fork in the road he uses his wisdom to discern which path is the better one, and takes it.

The open-minded man just stops and stands there and never progresses on past that point, because he wants to keep his options open.

No open-minded person ever makes any progress spiritually.

Most people realize that.  Most people really aren’t open-minded, even if they claim to be.  

Nobody considers every possibility every single time they come to a crossroads.  That would be impossible.

People navigate through life by seeking out a certain, particular, narrow path.

For some people it’s the path of pragmatism.  Every time there is a decision, they are inclined to choose whatever seems like it will work out best.

For some people it’s the path of pleasure.  At every fork in the road, instead of considering every possibility, they just look for the path that’s most likely to lead to pleasure.

For the Christian, the path we are on is the fear of the Lord.

At every intersection in life we don’t try to imagine all the possible outcomes of all the possible paths.  We just ask one, simple question – which path is the way of the Lord?  Which way does God want me to go?

That’s the Christian life.

Leaving your mind open is like leaving your door open.  It’s just an invitation for trouble.

Your whole life should be a process of closing your mind in the sense that you are narrowing the field of what is potentially truth.

The process of learning is when you draw a lines and say, “Everything outside those lines I know to be false.  Within those lines, I’m not sure.”

When you are young and don’t know very much, you draw lines way out to the farthest reaches of ideas.  When you don’t know very much, you can’t really rule much out.  For all you know, just about anything might be true.

And as you gain further knowledge, you are able to narrow those boundaries to a closer and closer precision. 

That narrowing is the goal.  

The more precise your thinking is about truth and error, the easier it is to spot the right path at the crossroads.


























Attributes

Creation/Power

Prov 30:2-6

2 "I am the most ignorant of men;
I do not have a man's understanding. 
3 I have not learned wisdom,
nor have I knowledge of the Holy One. 
4 Who has gone up to heaven and come down?
Who has gathered up the wind in the hollow of his hands?
Who has wrapped up the waters in his cloak?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?
What is his name, and the name of his son?
Tell me if you know! 

5 "Every word of God is flawless;
he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 
6 Do not add to his words,
or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar. 
(from New International Version)



Omnipresence/Omniscience

Pr.15:3  The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. 

Pr.15:11 Death and Destruction lie open before the LORD--how much more the hearts of men! 


Pr.5:21 For a man's ways are in full view of the LORD, and he examines all his paths.

Pr.15:11   Death and Destruction lie open before the LORD-- how much more the hearts of men!


Pr.20:27 The lamp of the LORD searches the spirit of a man; it searches out his inmost being.

Sovereign Control 




And that difference goes way beyond just the uniqueness of God’s name.  

All of the wisdom of Proverbs is predicated on the fact that God controls all things.  One thing all the pagan religions of the time had in common is the belief that there was no such God.

They believed in lots of gods who had lots of power, but only Israel believed there was a God who had all power and controlled all things.

And His control over all things, combined with His character, form the basis of which actions are wise and which actions are foolish.

Pr.16:1 To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue. 
Pr.16:4 The LORD works out everything for his own ends--even the wicked for a day of disaster. 
Pr.16:9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps. 
Pr.16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 





Pr.19:21  Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails. 


Pr.20:24  A man's steps are directed by the LORD.  How then can anyone understand his own way? 

Pr.21:30  There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD. 

31 The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the LORD. 














Pr.15:3 The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.


Pr.18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.

Pr.21:30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD.




Our Relationship to God


Pr.2:17 who has left the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made before God.
Pr.3:4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man.
Pr.14:31 He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.
Pr.25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.
Pr.30:5 "Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.
 9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.

Pr.2:6 For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.
Pr.3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;

At what point are we not to trust our own understanding?  At whatever point it conflicts with what God says – obviously.  When what God says seems right to you, you don’t need this verse.

It only applies when what God says doesn’t seem right to you.


Pr.3:5  9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops;
Pr.3:5  12 because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.
Pr.3:5  19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place;
Pr.3:5  26 for the LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being snared.
Pr.3:5  32 for the LORD detests a perverse man but takes the upright into his confidence.


Pr.6:16 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him:
Pr.8:22 "The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, before his deeds of old;
Pr.8:13  35 For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD.
Pr.10:3 The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.
Pr.10:3  22 The blessing of the LORD brings wealth, and he adds no trouble to it.
Good circumstances require His blessing.

Pr.10:29 The way of the LORD is a refuge for the righteous, but it is the ruin of those who do evil.

Trying to do both causes ruin?  

Pr.18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.

Following God’s ways in life is like getting into a safe fortress.  It protects you from many of life’s dangers – the dangers that destroy the foolish.

Pr.14:26 He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.
Pr.14:27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death.


Pr.11:1 The LORD abhors dishonest scales, but accurate weights are his delight.
Pr.11:20 The LORD detests men of perverse heart but he delights in those whose ways are blameless.
Pr.12:2 A good man obtains favor from the LORD, but the LORD condemns a crafty man.
Pr.12:22 The LORD detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.
Pr.19:23 The fear of the LORD leads to life: Then one rests content, untouched by trouble.



Pr.15:8  
 The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases him.
Pr.15:8  
 9 The LORD detests the way of the wicked but he loves those who pursue righteousness.






Pr.15:8  
 25 The LORD tears down the proud man's house but he keeps the widow's boundaries intact.
Pr.15:8  
 26 The LORD detests the thoughts of the wicked, but those of the pure are pleasing to him.
Pr.15:8  
 29 The LORD is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
Pr.16:1 To man belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the reply of the tongue.
Pr.16:1  2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD.
Pr.16:1  3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.
Pr.16:1  4 The LORD works out everything for his own ends-- even the wicked for a day of disaster.
Pr.16:1  5 The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.
Pr.16:1  7 When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him.
Pr.16:1  9 In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD determines his steps.
Pr.16:1  11 Honest scales and balances are from the LORD; all the weights in the bag are of his making.
Pr.16:1  20 Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.
Pr.16:1  33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.
Pr.17:3 The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the LORD tests the heart.
Pr.17:3  15 Acquitting the guilty and condemning the innocent-- the LORD detests them both.




Pr.18:22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD.
Pr.19:3 A man's own folly ruins his life, yet his heart rages against the LORD.
Pr.19:3  14 Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the LORD.
Pr.19:3  17 He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done.


Pr.20:10 Differing weights and differing measures-- the LORD detests them both.
Pr.20:10  12 Ears that hear and eyes that see-- the LORD has made them both.
Pr.20:10  22 Do not say, "I'll pay you back for this wrong!" Wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you.
Pr.20:10  23 The LORD detests differing weights, and dishonest scales do not please him.
Pr.20:10  24 A man's steps are directed by the LORD. How then can anyone understand his own way?
Pr.21:1 The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.
Pr.21:1  2 All a man's ways seem right to him, but the LORD weighs the heart.
Pr.21:1 3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.
Pr.21:1  31 The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the LORD.
Pr.22:2 Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the Maker of them all.
Pr.22:2  12 The eyes of the LORD keep watch over knowledge, but he frustrates the words of the unfaithful.
Pr.22:2  19 So that your trust may be in the LORD, I teach you today, even you.
Pr.22:2  23 for the LORD will take up their case and will plunder those who plunder them.
Pr.24:18 or the LORD will see and disapprove and turn his wrath away from him.
Pr.25:22 In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.
Pr.28:5 Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the LORD understand it fully.
Pr.28:5  25 A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.
Pr.29:13 The poor man and the oppressor have this in common: The LORD gives sight to the eyes of both.
Pr.29:13  26 Many seek an audience with a ruler, but it is from the LORD that man gets justice.
Pr.30:7 "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die:
Pr.30:7  9 Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.






Conclusion:
Thinking wisely and shrewdly about all the events of life will enable your kids to hit it out of the park when they get into the world.


Are you teaching your kids it’s safe to disregard God?
Benediction: 










Welcome visitors (brochures & coffee and doughnuts for 10 minutes downstairs)

·	Pick up a This is Creekside album & fill out a survey or card with your name and address

·	 Next week come between 8:30 and 9:00 for the fellowship time.

·	Sunday School

·	 Occasionally announce Tapes, CDs, MSS

·	 Thursday small group is cancelled until further notice

·	 The radio broadcast on KRKS, beginning tomorrow, will go to ½ hour instead of just 15 minutes.  We are very excited about the format – listen if you can.  [Also – those of you who said you would increase your giving to help with that – now’s the time!]

·	 Sign up for a small group.

·	 There is a man who lives at Broadway and Arapaho in Boulder who listens to Food For Your Soul and who wants to attend Creekside, but he is blind.  If anyone would be willing to pick him up each week and bring him back home, contact me for his phone number and address

Mark Geurts
443-7888
1155 Marine St
#214
Boulder, CO 80304

·	  If you have provided a meal for someone and are looking for your dishes, check the box in the foyer.

·	Leadership group Saturday
·	Deacon meeting next Sunday (get an agenda from Darrell)
·	 Pick up your Newsletter 
·	E-mail Bible study class
·	 Come to prayer once a month!
·	Book club
·	 Dinner groups
·	 Fellowship meal today right after SS.  This is not a potluck – all the food is provided and there is plenty for everyone here.  So please stay.

·	Shepherd’s conf. In March 5-9.  We need to get everyone registered, so let Darrell know if you have any interest in going.
·	Fill in flow charts!
·	 Suggest tape cases
·	Applebees
·	Call people forward to pray
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