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Wise Decisions: Pt.11  Pride & Humility   	tape 170b	2-2-03

In the book of Proverbs, pretty much the worst thing you can be is a fool.  

The word “fool” in Proverbs refers to the worst condition there is.

The Hebrew work goes beyond what our English word connotes.  The word is lysiK. (KESIL).

A KESIL is someone who is stupid in every way – intellectually, socially, morally, ethically, spiritually – they just do nothing but make wrong decisions in every area.

Proverbs is a book that exalts wisdom, and so foolishness, in Proverbs, is the bottom of the barrel…almost.

Believe it or not, there is one verse that points out something that would be even worse than being a fool.

The first half of ch.26 is all about fools.  Every verse but one says something negative about fools.

(Fools deserve punishment and shame.  Honor is not fitting for them.  The rod is.  You can’t win when dealing with them.  You can’t trust them to do anything…)

Even if they quote a proverb they will misuse it and cause more harm than good…

Don’t ever hire one.  Not only do they do foolish things, but they will always repeat them over and over like a dog returning to its vomit. 

That’s vv.1-11.  Then, the final verse in that section comes as a shock – something even worse than being a fool.

Pr.26:12
Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a KESIL than for him.  

If you have picked up the CDs of any of these messages on Proverbs you’ve seen the guy on the front standing there looking at a bunch of road signs pointing in every direction.

That’s a great picture for this series, because that’s what Proverbs is all about – wisdom is the ability to know which one of those paths to go down at any given moment.

By far the worst of all those paths is the way of pride.  It goes in the opposite direction of every good path.

And the thing that makes it worse than any other path is its hopelessness.  There is almost no hope for the proud man.

The fool may at least realize what a fool he is and decide to seek wisdom.  But the one who is wise in his own eyes doesn’t think he needs anything.

That’s why Pr.26:5 says Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.  

The best thing you can do for a fool is show him how foolish he is.  Because if you don’t, he will become wise in his own eyes and then he will be hopeless.

Pr.26:16
The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes than seven men who answer discreetly.  

Pr.3:7- 8
Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 

Pr.21:4
Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin!  

The opposite of pride is the fear of the Lord and shunning evil.  Pride is the essence of evil, and it’s the absolute antithesis of wisdom.

There are a lot of really dumb things you can do, but nothing is more foolish than having pride in your heart.

In ch.8 wisdom is talking: 
Pr.8:12-13
"I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and discretion.  13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance 

If wisdom were a person it would hate pride.

And God is a person, and He really hates pride.  And He hates prideful people and regards them as enemies.
God Hates the Proud

Pr.16:5
The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.  

Pr.16:19
Better to be lowly in spirit and among the oppressed  than to share plunder with the proud.  

Pr.21:24
The proud and arrogant man--"Mocker" is his name; he behaves with overweening pride.  

God loves all of humanity in the sense that He desires their wellbeing, but to the degree that someone sets himself up as God’s enemy and identifies himself with a sin, God despises that person.

God still loves him in that He desires that he be saved, but to whatever degree the person identifies himself with that sin, God is against him.

So you can see how important humility is.  (A couple years ago we spend 14 straight weeks studying the subject of humility when we went through Philippians two.)  I believe humility is the most important virtue in the Christian life.

Definitions

For me to simply tell you that pride is bad and humility is good isn’t going to do much good unless we are clear on what the Bible means by those terms.

It’s very important that we get a clear definition of the concepts, because this is an area where there is a huge range of definitions in the minds of people when they think about what pride and humility are.

There is a lot of incorrect thinking on that point, so let’s look at what the Bible says.

The root idea behind humility is lowliness – but not in the sense that most people think.

The word describes both a circumstance and a virtue.  (That is, lowliness of circumstances and the resulting lowliness of heart)

The Hebrew words for humility are often used to describe circumstances. 

They are connected with being in desperate straits.  It’s used as a synonym for poverty or injury or sickness or great loss or sorrow.

When you are poor or weak and unable to fend for yourself, you are in humble circumstances.

The word is also used to describe the virtue.

Humility is not moping around thinking, “I’m a worthless person” or “I’m a bad person.”  Humility is having the attitude, “I am a desperate person.”

Humility is desperate dependence upon God.

Pride

Pride, on the other hand, is self-sufficiency.  

And that is closely tied to circumstances too.

When people have a lot of money and good health and a good job and a nice family they tend to fall for the illusion that “I acquired those things by my own power, and I could do it again.”

And that breeds a sense of self-sufficiency.  

God’s grace is helpful, it’s nice, but I don’t feel like I desperately need it to survive – not in the same way the poor shmo down in the gutter does.
*******************
One of the Hebrew words for pride is a word that means “presumption.”  Pride presumes to take honor upon itself.
  
Humility doesn’t seek honor and is content not to receive it.  

The humble person is honest enough with himself about his weaknesses that he realizes it wouldn’t really be unjust for him not to receive honor for his strengths.

Maybe I’m a great musician.  But I have a terrible temper.

If I’m a proud person, I will seek honor for my musical ability.  

If I’m a humble person I will have the attitude “A great musician with a bad temper doesn’t deserve honor.”  So I’m content for no one to know about my musical ability.

Honor that is sought after, once you get it, is hollow anyway and not very satisfying.  

When you seek for people to honor you, and they finally do, that’s kind of like the wife who has to nag her husband to get her a birthday card.  It’s just not as satisfying.

It’s all about the eyes

Pr.30:11-14 describes some of the worst people there are:
"There are those who curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers;  12 those who are pure in their own eyes and yet are not cleansed of their filth; 13 those whose eyes are ever so haughty, whose glances are so disdainful…  

V.13 literally says who have high eyes and upraised eyelids.

They are high and mighty and look down their noses at everyone.

It’s interesting that the body part that is so often connected with the sin of pride is eyes.

Ch.6 gives a list of the top 7 sins God hates, and each one is connected with a body part.
God hates hands that shed innocent blood, feet that rush into evil, tongues that lie, etc.

  #1 on the list is haughty eyes (Pr.6:17)

Pride is all about the eyes – they way you look at God, others and yourself.

That’s why so often it says Don’t be wise in your own eyes.

“What about the truly wise people?  How can they avoid being wise in their own eyes?  What are they supposed to do – pretend they aren’t wise when they really are?”

No.  The truly wise aren’t wise in their own eyes or foolish in their own eyes.  Their eyes aren’t on themselves.

Their eyes are on God.  And on you.  They concern themselves with other people.

Yes, they spend time in introspection and examining their hearts – that’s a good thing to do up to a point…

But their great overriding concern is with the Kingdom of God, and with your wellbeing.   They are outwardly oriented.

Does that mean extroverts are more humble than introverts because they are more outgoing?  

Not at all.  There is a difference between outgoing and outwardly oriented.

Some extroverts love social interaction, but their conversation is mostly about themselves.  

And an introvert may not enjoy a lot of small talk, but in his heart he really does care more about your wellbeing than his own.

Humility has nothing to do with personality type.  It has to do with how much you love God and love your neighbor.

So in practical terms, what does it mean to be humble?  What does that look like?

Proverbs paints us a very useful, practical picture of what a humble person looks like in daily life.

There are three components to true humility, and all three are vital.  If one of them is missing, usually what you have is not humility – it’s just pride in disguise.  

1. Personal Humility

This has to do with the way you see yourself.

Proverbs repeatedly warns us against being wise in your own eyes.

To be truly humble, first of all you must be humble in your own heart.

You must have an accurate assessment of yourself. 

Some people act in a seemingly humble way in social contexts, but in their hearts they are proud.

Ro.12:3
Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

Sober judgment about yourself is a tricky thing, because no one thinks he’s overestimating themselves - obviously.  

If you knew your view of yourself was too high, then that very knowledge would be true humility.  

So when a person is proud, he has too high a view of himself, but he really, truly believes that view to be accurate. 

So when God calls us to have sober judgment about ourselves, that’s not an easy task.

Pr.28:11
A rich man may be wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who has discernment sees through him.  

Being wise in your own eyes means having so little discernment that you can’t even see through your own façade.  


Proverbs give us insight into how to develop that sober judgment.  

1. Think about your Maker.

Pr.22:2
Rich and poor have this in common: The LORD is the Maker of them all.  

Pr.20:12
Ears that hear and eyes that see-- the LORD has made them both.  

Some of you might remember that old song, “O Lord, it’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every way.”

Sometimes people struggle in the area of humility because they really do excel in some area, and to deny that would be dishonest.  

You may be really smart – clearly more intelligent than the rest of us.

You may be better at sports than most people.

You might excel in your profession beyond most people.

You may be a great mother or a great wife or a great father or husband.

You might be especially good looking.

And you could try to deny it, but you know it’s true.

The solution isn’t to deny something that is true.  The solution is to realize the source of what you have.

What do you have that you haven’t been given?

What brilliant decision did you make prior to conception that caused you to be born with genes that would give you an attractive body rather than some grotesque deformity?

What commendable action did you take to get the kind of brain that can think clearly or a body that is capable of athletics? 

Realizing your origin is the great equalizer.  You don’t have anything that you haven’t been given.

So if you excel beyond the rest of us in some way – that doesn’t mean you are better than everyone else.  It just means you are more indebted to God than anyone else.

Excelling in some area shouldn’t make you more proud.  It should make you more grateful.

2. Think about your dependence on God (your helplessness without God) 

Pr.27:1-2
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.   

Do you have something to be proud about?  What is it?  Your money?

What power do you have to prevent yourself from falling into complete destitution in the future?  

You could become disabled, the economy could tank, your wealth could be stolen, disaster could strike in countless different ways.

The truth is, you are 100% dependent on God’s kindness to so much as have one dime to your name tomorrow – which is exactly the same condition the poorest man in the world is in.

So you’re in the same boat as the poorest man in the world.  That’s not much to brag about.

Are you impressed with your own intelligence?

Do you have the power to guarantee you won’t take a fall tomorrow, sustain a head injury and be reduced to the level of a 2 year old in the functioning of your mind?

If not, then you are 100% dependent upon God’s grace to be anything but a complete vegetable tomorrow.  That puts you in the same boat with the dumbest of the dumb, right?

That’s not much to brag about.

The more time you spend thinking about how dependent you are upon God’s mercy for anything good in the future, the more your heart will clothe itself with genuine humility. 

“There but for the grace of God go I” is not a biblical statement, but it sure is a biblical concept. 

Pr.29:13
The poor man and the oppressor have this in common: The LORD gives sight to the eyes of both.  

You and I have a lot in common with the lowliest of men.  We are both completely dependent upon God for everything.

3. Understand the seriousness of sin.

Pr.20:9
Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin"?  

So you achieved some big thing at work that everyone is so impressed with...  

So you can do this or that or you have some special skill or knowledge...  

What is that in comparison with righteousness?

How much praise does the sinful smart person deserve?  

How much honor is due the evil man who excels in music?

What esteem should be given to the athlete who dishonors God?

So pursue personal humility by 
1.	Remembering your Maker
2.	Thinking about your dependence upon God
3.	Understanding the seriousness of sin

A second aspect of what it means to live a humble life is social humility.

2. Social Humility 
This has to do with the way you interact with people.

The social side of humility involves placing yourself under the people around you in importance.  

Php.2:3
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves.

If we are going to talk about someone, we might as well talk about the most important person in the room; and that’s you, not me.

If someone is going to get the biggest piece, or get to go first, it should be the most important person – is always the other guy, not yourself.

That general attitude will work itself out in a lot of important ways that will tend to benefit you in life.

One major effect it will have on you is on your speech.  It will eliminate boasting.  

And if you can eliminate boasting, that will have a number of positive effects on how smoothly your life goes.

Pr.27:1-2
Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth.   2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.  

People who don’t speak up for themselves tend to be praised, eventually, by others.  And praise from another’s lips means a hundred times more than praise from your own.

Boasting is a very subtle thing.

Most of us, by the time we get beyond high school, have moved beyond the kind of boasting and bragging that is real obvious.

We can see how that is uncouth, and so we develop more sophisticated ways of alerting people to our greatness without coming right out and explicitly stating it.

Maybe we are just telling a story about what happened to someone, but in the story we just happen to have an occasion to mention something we did or said that people will be impressed with.

Or I tell the story in such a way to get the person to ask a question that will require me to relate something that makes me look good – then it doesn’t look like bragging because I’m just answering a question.

While I was working on this portion of the sermon I heard a guy on the radio say, “I once told this woman that (clever line) and she went around preaching it like it was original with her.  But that’s fine with me.”

Yeah, it’s fine with him now that everyone knows it came from him.  A proud person just can’t stand not to get the credit for being so brilliant.

But the truly humble person doesn’t figure out clever ways to make sure you know how brilliant or how skilled he is.

The truly humble person doesn’t somehow find a way to let it be known what a big sacrifice he made for someone, or what a wonderful wife she is, or what a godly response he is having to something.

When you are truly humble, people really aren’t all that impressed with you at first – and maybe not for quite a while.

But the more they get to know you and are around you – maybe months or even years down the road, the truth about how wonderful you are begins to become evident.

And then they go around praising you – and that is what impresses people.  And it will tend to have some wonderful practical outcomes in your life.

But if you exalt yourself right up front, and then people later discover your weaknesses, it has the reverse effect.

Pr.25:27
It is not…honorable to seek (your) own honor. 

Pr.25:6-7
Do not exalt yourself in the king's presence, and do not claim a place among great men;  7 it is better for him to say to you, "Come up here," than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman. 

When you presume to take an honor upon yourself, you are asking for disgrace.  If the people end up not agreeing with your assessment, you will be humiliated.  

True honor comes when others lift you up.

Don’t misunderstand this.  This isn’t talking about putting yourself down in an effort to fish for a compliment.  That’s not humility.  It’s just another form of pride.

You don’t take the lowest seat with the goal of being moved up.  

Rather you take the lowest seat because you genuinely regard the others there as more important than you.

Being lifted up is not your goal.  It’s just a benefit that will tend to come from being humble.

Lift yourself up, and you will be humiliated.  Let others lift you up.  Then you will be truly honored.

The person who boasts – the person whose speech has the goal of causing people to be impressed with him, that is a person who cares more about being thought great than actually being great.

And which of those things you desire most is a very important indicator of your character.  

Is it more important to you to be thought of as great even though you are not, or to actually be great even if no one knows?

Boasting sacrifices any chance at greatness just for the fleeting pleasure of having people be temporarily impressed.

There are several proverbs that illustrate the obvious fact that reality is more important than perception.

Pr.12:9
Better to be a nobody and yet have a servant  than pretend to be somebody and have no food.  

Pr.13:7
One man pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has great wealth.  

Pr.21:29
A wicked man puts up a bold front, but an upright man gives thought to his ways.  

Pr.25:14
Like clouds and wind without rain  is a man who boasts of gifts he does not give.  

The pretense is meaningless. Only the reality matters.

But the fool doesn’t even care about the reality – only the pretense.

Harmony

Another benefit that comes from social humility is harmony in relationships. 

We all long for peaceful, harmonious relationships.  It would be so nice not to have any strife between you and your spouse or kids.

Wouldn’t it be great if there wasn’t conflict with people at work or whomever it is you have trouble getting along with?

How can you have harmony in your relationships?  

Most people think the way to peaceful, pleasant relationships is for the other person to stop doing what bugs you.

“If my boss just didn’t do this” or “If my husband would just be considerate” or “If my kids would just listen to me, everything would be just fine.”

And so they spend their time figuring out how to get that person to change, which just creates more strife.

The reason you have strife isn’t because the other person is acting a certain way.  The reason you have trouble getting along with some people is because of a lack of social humility.

When you care mostly about yourself, that produces strife.

“If that’s the case, why don’t I have fights with everyone?  I get along fine with certain people.  But certain other people just drive me crazy.”

The reason for that is when other people have social humility, they will be able to overlook your pride.

But when you bump up against someone who is prideful as you are, there will be strife.

Pr.30:32-33
"If you have played the fool and exalted yourself, or if you have planned evil, clap your hand over your mouth!  33 For as churning the milk produces butter, and as twisting the nose produces blood, so stirring up anger produces strife."  

It’s a humorous word picture – all three phrases use the same Hebrew word, so the word churning, twisting and stirring up are all the same word.

So if you do that to milk, you get butter.  It works every time.  

And if you do that to someone’s nose, he’ll get a bloody nose (and you probably will too).

And if you do it to anger, you get strife in relationships.  And the sure-fire way to stir up anger is by playing the fool and exalting yourself.

Pr.13:10
Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who take advice.  

This is a good principle to keep in mind for marital problems.

If someone comes to you for marriage counseling, usually it’s because they can’t get along with their spouse.

And when that happens, the reason for it is pride.  Either one or both of the partners lacks social humility and is considering his or her needs as more important as the other one’s. 

The tricky thing is this – if it’s just one of the partners who has most of the problem with pride, most often it’s the one who comes to you for counseling. 

The humble one is just dealing with it.  But the prideful one can’t stand it.

That’s the person who is causing the problem, but he or she will come to you and try to get you to change the spouse.

“I can’t get my spouse to change and fulfill my desires, so you get him to fulfill my desires.”

You need to let that person know that what is needed is not for the spouse to change, but for that person to learn humility and a willingness to suffer.

Freedom

Another value of social humility is it will free you up from various kinds of bondage that result from pride.

Pr.6:2-3
if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth,  3 then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor!  

There are so many people who are in a huge mess, and all they have to do to get out of it is just humble themselves!  But they can’t bring themselves to do it.

In some cases all it would take to escape some ongoing horrible situation is for you to just humble yourself and absorb the loss and just forgive someone. 

In other cases all it would take to be free from the whole nightmare is just to humble yourself and say, “I was wrong.  Please forgive me.”

Pr.28:13
He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy.  

The virtue of humility will keep you from being chained and bound up in life all the time by circumstances that you could be free from if you were just humble.

Don’t be stubborn.

Pr.29:1
A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed--without remedy.  
*********************
TT Pr.27:21
The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but man is tested by the praise he receives.  

This is a very tricky proverb. It literally says a man is tested by the mouth of his praise.

So one possibility is that it means the test of a man’s character is what he praises.  

You can tell a lot about my character by what I praise – what I get excited about, what I’m impressed with, what I regard as good.

So you can test a man by the praise that comes out of his mouth.

It’s hard to say, but possibly the interpretation of the NIV is a little more likely.  

A man is tested by not by the praise he gives, but by the praise he receives.  

The word mouth can sometimes mean “according to the measure of.”  

So a man’s character is revealed by the measure of the praise he receives.

If we take it that way, it could still have a couple different meanings.  

It might mean a man is tested by his reputation.  When everyone agrees he is a man of great character (especially wise people), that’s good evidence for his character.  

The other possibility is that it’s saying you can test a man’s character by how he responds to it.

Praise is a test.

Some praise is flattery – they are saying nice things in order to get something from you.

Some praise is just a social courtesy.  

Some praise comes not because the person is impressed with what you did, but just because he loves you and wants to make you feel good.

Still other praise is genuine.  

Knowing how to respond is a matter of great wisdom.

Obviously it’s foolish to get puffed up over praise, or allow it to pump up your ego.

On the other hand, some people can’t receive genuine praise.  

They are so proud that if you say, “Nice job” and really mean it, they will refuse to be encouraged by it because they will assume it’s just a social courtesy.

They expect you to fall down on your knees and lose your breath or something before they will be convinced you really mean it.

The wise response to praise is the response of humility and not pride.

Humility is focused on others; pride is focused on self.

If you come and praise me for something, and I respond by thinking, “Wow, I am soooo good.”  That’s a focus on self, and it’s prideful.

If I respond by thinking, “This person isn’t sufficiently enthusiastic.  It must be phony praise.  He didn’t like it.  Now I’m depressed.”  

That’s a focus on self, and it’s prideful.

If I respond by going on and on talking about myself, and how I got to be so good – that’s self-focused and it’s prideful.

If I respond by putting myself down, “No, it was terrible.  I made lots of mistakes.  I did a lousy job…” that’s self-focused and it’s pride.  

(You are really trying to convince the person that you are capable of better.  It’s like they are saying, “You are really good” and you are saying, “You don’t know the half of it.”)

So what is the response of humility?  

Humility is other-centered.  Humility is focused on the other person, not on self.

So if I preach a sermon, and someone comes up to me and compliments me on it, the humble response would be for me to focus my attention on you.

And one way to do that is to give you what you desire – to help fulfill your goal in giving me the compliment. 

I figure if someone compliments me, it’s because that person wants me to be encouraged.  So the best response is for me to go ahead and be encouraged by it.

When someone compliments you, respond with a big smile and a “thank you.”  Let them know it means a lot to you, and then transition in to talking about him, rather than yourself.

It’s hard to chose between those interpretations, but all three seem to me to be consistent with what Scripture teaches.  

It may be that the proverb is purposely ambiguous just to make the point that the subject of praise in general is a good test of a man.

So in addition to personal humility in your attitude about yourself, it’s essential that we have a social humility in our attitude toward others.

And the root of that attitude traces back to that same idea of dependence.  Not only are we ultimately dependent upon God for everything, but we are also dependent upon other people, through whom God’s grace comes.

Pr.24:5-6
A wise man has great power, and a man of knowledge increases strength;  6 for waging war you need guidance, and for victory many advisers.  

Even if you are a wise man with great power and knowledge and strength, you still need guidance to have success.

And humility will bring you to seek that guidance and enable you to accept it.  Pride will push you into leaning on your own understanding which will end in disaster.

“Spiritual” Humility

Proverbs speaks not only of having the right, humble attitude toward yourself and others, but, most importantly, toward God.

I’ve called this point “spiritual” humility, for lack of a better term, but that’s kind of misleading. 

Personal humility and social humility are, obviously, spiritual issues as well.  And really there is only one, true humility that contains three aspects.

My point in these titles is to help us think precisely about the various aspects of the spiritual virtue of humility.

But this is humility in relationship to God.

Pr.15:33
The fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor.  

The basis for all humility is the fear of the Lord.

So 100% of my thoughts about myself should be driven by my standing before God.

That’s why the most important issue is the question of sin and righteousness.  

And I look to God alone for the assessment of that as well.

Pr.21:2
All a man's ways seem right to him, but the LORD weighs the heart.  

I might think I’m doing very well in an area and be self-deceived.  God’s assessment alone matters.

That should give you a healthy fear of evil.

Pr.14:16
A wise man fears and shuns evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless.  
The word reckless is the word “trusting.”  

A wise man fears, but a fool trusts.

If you are wise, you will be afraid of evil.  But the fool, in his pride, is trusting of everything – he’s not afraid of anything.
***************
The wise man tends to be humble, because his thoughts always center around God.

Ps 10:4
In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God. 

lit. “There is no God in any of his thinking.”

That’s not to say he never has a thought about God.  It means God is not a significant factor in how he thinks.  

God plays no significant role in the outcome of any of his important reasoning. 

A person like that will become proud, selfish, and will live a life of hopeless foolishness and folly.

Well if all that isn’t enough to persuade us to be humble, there is one more motive: the right-side-up principle.

Right side up

The Kingdom of God is an interesting place in that you get to pick your own level of greatness, and anyone can be great.

In the world you are limited as to how great you can be.  You are limited by how far up you are able to scratch and claw your way over everyone else.

In the Kingdom of God, the greatest is the one who is the most humble, and anyone can be humble.

There aren’t many principles that are repeated more often in Scripture than the idea that if you lift yourself up, God will bring you down.  And if you lower yourself to serve, God will exalt you.

Pr.29:23
A man's pride brings him low, but a man of lowly spirit gains honor. 

Pr.3:34
He mocks proud mockers but gives grace to the humble. 

Pr.18:12
Before his downfall a man's heart is proud, but humility comes before honor.  

Pr.11:2
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with modesty comes wisdom.  

Pr.15:25
The LORD tears down the proud man's house  but he keeps the widow's boundaries intact.  

Pr.15:33
The fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom, and humility comes before honor.  

Pr.16:18
Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  

Pr.22:4
 Humility and the fear of the LORD  bring wealth and honor and life.  

Conclusion

It is not possible to be proud while thinking rightly about God.

The other day I was driving down 287 watching the sunset and thinking about the greatness of God.

Not long before that the Tuesday night Bible study group had been in a discussion about election and predestination and the problem of evil and several other difficult issues.

It occurred to me as I watched that glorious sunset over the mountains, and was reminded of the greatness of God, how obvious it is that God’s ways would be beyond our understanding.

Of course there are going to be things about Him that are difficult for us to comprehend.  

He’s infinitely wise, and our knowledge is so infinitesimal.  

So I was driving along thinking about how puny my little pea brain is in comparison to all the knowledge there is in the mind of God.

Then I thought, “What if I were a billion times more intelligent?”  

If I knew a billion times as much information, and I had a billion times my present ability to reason, and I were a billion times quicker and more sharp in my thinking… then what?

And I looked at the sunset again and realized, I would be in exactly the same boat as I’m in now.  I wouldn’t be any closer to comprehending the infinite mind of God.  

I would still be infinitely dumber than Him, and there would be certain things about Him that would be perplexing and impossible for me to understand.

The same would be true if I were a trillion times smarter that that.

I have just as much of a struggle with pride as the next guy, but I have to tell you, after spending very much time at all thinking thoughts like that, pride suddenly is not much of a temptation.

In fact, in moments like that the normal prideful thoughts I generally have suddenly seem ridiculous.  

Spend just 5 minutes really thinking about the greatness of God, and at the end you will wonder how you could have ever thought you amounted to anything.

And the great thing about that is it doesn’t result in depression.  You don’t go away from that all down in the dumps and feeling like garbage.

By the time I got home I felt great!

You come away with a renewed realization of the fact that there is one way and one way only to gain true honor, and that is to be honored by God.

Importance comes from God alone.

On my own I’m less than nothing.  But if God graciously gives me an important task, that gives me meaning.

Benediction: 
Eph.2:4-10 because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions… 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus… 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.



