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How to Love God More: Part 8 
Feasting on God’s Glory

Summary: Upon seeing God’s glory, we must then enjoy it (eat and drink). This can only be done by preferring it to the delicacies of the world. 

Review
The greatest commandment in the whole Bible, according to Jesus, is to love God with all your being. And one very important part of loving God is knowing Him so well that you desire Him and enjoy Him. That starts by gaining an appetite for God (hunger and thirst for Him). We learned 5 ways to do that – Beg, Wait, Remember, Taste and Fast. 
Then last time we talked about seeing God. In order for the heart to be transformed and changed, and in order for you to really love God with all your being, you must see Him – see His glory. And seeing Him means experiencing Him and enjoying Him. 
This is tricky because God is invisible. The invisible God can be seen by looking at the creation in such a way as to see His attributes reflected as in a mirror. So we are now trying to train ourselves to “check our mirrors” every few seconds all day long. 
The attribute we decided to focus on last time came from Psalm 34:1. The attribute we were striving to see last time was God’s ability and willingness to rescue you from impossible situations and straits. And so hopefully each of you spent the whole next week learning to enjoy that attribute of God by seeing it in the creation. Each time you see something impossible, it was to remind you to think, That would be impossible – but I serve a God who could do that, and who will use that much power to deliver me out of my straits. And then you just sit back for a moment and enjoy being the child of a God like that!
Feasting
Last time when I gave you the examples of how we are to see God in the creation, after each example I told you this: You let that part of the creation remind of that aspect of God’s glory, and then you sit back and enjoy it. Today I want to talk about that part – the sitting back and enjoying it. 
Doing that has been the main missing ingredient in my spiritual life my whole life. I hardly ever did that. Until now I had no idea how important it is to do that. But the Bible is very clear about the importance of this, and that’s what I want to show you today. When we see God, that seeing should lead to what the Bible calls feasting. Very often Scripture compares the experience of God as being like eating and drinking, or feasting.
Eating & drinking God
Isaiah 55:1-2   "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 

Psalm 36:7-9  Both high and low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings.  8 They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights.  9 For with you is the fountain of life; 

Psalm 63:5 My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods

Proverbs 9:1-5  Wisdom has built her house... 2 She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine; she has also set her table.  3 ...She calls from the highest point of the city.  
5 "Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. 

John 6:48 I am the bread of life. 
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. 
55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 

The result of seeing God’s glory should always result in a kind of satisfaction that is a lot like the satisfaction you feel after eating your favorite meal. If I don’t feel that way, I haven’t really seen His glory.
In Psalm 17 David talks about God examining his heart at night, while he sleeps (v.3). Then in v.7 he says this: Show the wonder of your great love. Show it. God, I want to see it – let me see it. 
Even David had to pray that – the man who had such joy in God and such incredible desire for God and who had seen so much of God’s glory - even he had to beg God to open his eyes – otherwise he wouldn’t be able to see it. 
So David had his attention fixed on one specific attribute of God – God’s love. And he wanted to see it. Why? What does David expect will happen when he sees God’s love?

15 And I — in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 

The word “satisfied” here is a word that refers to the satisfaction you feel when you’ve eaten a meal. When he sees God’s love he will be seeing God Himself – God’s very face. (Remember, the face of God refers to His presence.) And when that happens, he will be satisfied. The feasting is the enjoying that brings satisfaction – the sitting back and just taking it in.
When I was a pastor at Creekside Church I had everything I ever dreamed of. All my life I desired to do the kind of ministry I had there, and I wanted nothing else in life. And God gave me pretty much everything I ever dreamed of. And for a few years it was really fun. But the last year or two that I was there I began to feel less and less satisfied. I was doing almost everything I dreamed of in ministry, yet it was becoming less and less satisfying. I didn’t know what it really meant to enjoy God’s presence all day long. I sought it, and I thought I had attainted to as much of it as was possible for me, but I now can see that what I had attained was hardly even the beginning.
I can honestly say that I have more satisfaction now, even while being denied the opportunity to do the things God created me to do, than I had then when I could do them all I wanted. Most of the things I enjoy most I can’t do now. And yet I am more satisfied now than I was when I could do those things all day long! I am satisfied because I’m starting to learn to feast on God. God has opened my mouth and placed real food in it, and I am satisfied. I am utterly satisfied with seeing God even if there is nothing else. 
Last week my computer died, I spent 2 days getting it fixed, it died again, I bought a new one, spent 2 days installing everything on that, and it died. That used to get me really upset. And I knew I shouldn’t get upset over it, but it was really hard not to. But this time it was easy. I just thought, “I have fellowship with Christ right now – how could I possibly not be happy?” If you took away my wife and kids and home and family and friends and money and health – I would be satisfied just in seeing God’s glory. 
The pleasures of the world give thrilling feelings, but never satisfaction. They just keep intensifying the lust more and more until Satan has achieved his goal. Then the lust gives way to painful regret, emptiness and discouragement. Sin feels good, but doesn’t satisfy at all. When you are enslaved to inward passions for this world your mind and spirit are never at rest. They are agitated and perplexed and discontented. No one who is trapped in sin is content and peaceful and happy and satisfied. That only comes from seeing and feasting on God.
David says it will happen when he awakes. When he wakes up in the morning each day he will wake up already satisfied in God because he will see His great love. What an amazing condition! To wake up already satisfied – before having done anything! When I first open my eyes in the morning, knowing God has searched me and found nothing during the night, I’m already full and satisfied. Then all the blessings of the day are gravy! 
I think David is probably speaking of literal sleep, but I think the point also applies to waking up from a spiritual stupor. You go through a period of time when you have almost no fellowship with Christ and you love God weak affections. And then He wakes you up to the beautiful vision of His glory, and then you’re satisfied with seeing His likeness.
 
Prefer the Real Food
But the only way you can experience this kind of satisfaction is if you prefer the food and drink of fellowship with God to the delicacies of the world. You can’t enjoy both. The more you eat of one, the better that one tastes and the worse the other one tastes. The more you partake in sin or the pleasures of this world apart from God, the most you develop a taste for that and the less of a taste you will have for fellowship with God. 
That’s one reason why sin is so damaging. Sometimes we sin in our minds for just a few seconds, and we think, “It’s OK – no real harm done. I’ve repented now and I’m back in fellowship with God.” But there was harm done. During those few seconds that you were indulging sinful thoughts, you changed the taste buds on your soul. And now sin tastes that much better to you, and fellowship with Christ tastes that much worse.
And it works the other way too. The more you enjoy fellowship with Christ, the more you will crave it and enjoy it, and the less you will desire sin.

Ps.119:104 I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I hate every wrong path.

The more delight you take in God and His Word, the more hatred you have toward sin. Both the pleasures of this world and the pleasures of fellowship with Christ are portrayed in Scripture as being like tasty food. 

Psalm 141:4 Let not my heart be drawn to what is evil, to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers; let me not eat of their delicacies.

One really good habit to get into is to ask, “Am I about to partake of Satan’s delicacies or God’s?” I’ve found asking myself that question helps a lot when I’m tempted to rationalize. Rationalizing is when you talk yourself into thinking that it’s OK to do something that’s questionable. Your conscience bothers you a little about something you’re thinking of doing, and so you say, “It’s OK. This wouldn’t really be sin because...” And you come up with some reasoning for why it’s not really sin. That’s called rationalizing. 
And when I find myself doing that, and then I just stop and ask myself, “Wait a minute – is this thing you’re about to do feasting on fellowship with Christ? Or is it a nibbling on the delicacies of the world?” And I’ve found when I ask myself that question the rationalization tends to die pretty fast.
Every moment of the day you are feeding on something. Try to get into the habit of always asking, “What am I eating right now?”

Jer.2:13 Has a nation ever changed its Gods? (Yet they are not Gods at all) But my people have exchanged their glory for worthless idols. Be appalled O heavens! Shudder greatly at this! My people have committed two sins: they have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and dug their own cisterns; broken cisterns that cannot hold water.

He is very careful to make the point that these are two separate sins. Sin #1 is forsaking God, the spring of living water. Their big sin was to fail to drink from God’s spring. Now obviously that’s a figure of speech. He’s not saying that there is a literal spring with actual H2O coming out. And any time you see a figure of speech in the Bible the way to figure out what it means is by asking, “What is being compared to what?” and “How are those things like each other?”
So in this figure of speech he uses the image of a spring of water to describe something – what is it? It’s blessing and fellowship with God. He describes fellowship with Him as being like a spring of living water.
So that’s the first question – “What is being compared to what?” Fellowship with God is being compared to a spring of living water. The second question is “How are those things alike?” How is fellowship with God like a spring of living water? It satisfies the thirsty soul. It gives pleasure and fulfillment and satisfaction and relief to the one who is dried up and thirsty.  
So now do you understand sin #1? Their big sin – that horrible, wicked thing they did that was so bad it should have made the heavens themselves shudder in horror; that sin was this – they failed to enjoy and be satisfied with fellowship with God. That is a terrible sin. To fail to enjoy God and be satisfied in Him is an earth-shaking, heaven-shaking evil. 
What was sin #2? They dug their own cisterns. A cistern is a holding tank for water from a spring. This is another figure of speech.  God is not condemning them for digging a literal hole in the ground. So let’s ask those two questions again. 
What is being compared to digging cisterns? Finding satisfaction in some other way besides God. Which other way? Any other way. If you find enjoyment and pleasure and relief and satisfaction in any other way besides fellowship with God, that is like digging your own cistern. So that’s what’s being compared – finding satisfaction some other way is being compared to digging your own cistern.
Now the second question: How are they alike? How is finding satisfaction some other way similar to digging your own cistern? Those two things are similar in that both are done by you. You dig your own.
Sometimes preachers make it sound like it’s wrong to seek pleasure in life. I don’t’ agree with that. It’s not wrong to seek pleasure in life. Remember sin #1? Their whole problem was they failed to seek pleasure. They failed to drink from the spring. Drinking, when you are thirsty, is pleasure. It’s not wrong to seek pleasure. What’s wrong is to try to generate your own pleasure instead of getting it from fellowship with God. That’s sin #2. 
Why is that such a terrible sin? Why is it so evil and wicked to try to find your own pleasure and satisfaction instead of getting it from God? It’s because God is the greatest thing there is, but if you seek pleasure and satisfaction from something else it makes that other thing look like it’s greater than God. And that’s idolatry. Part of worshipping God showing the world that He is the greatest. And You do that by desiring fellowship with Him more than anything else. If you find your own pleasure, you deserve the credit for coming up with the pleasure. And any time you take away credit from God that he deserves that is a serious sin.
So he says the heavens should be appalled because God’s people had committed two sins: failed to find pleasure and satisfaction in God, and tried to find their own pleasure and satisfaction. Then he says one other thing. What else is true about the cisterns we dig ourselves – our own efforts to find pleasure and satisfaction? Those things are described as broken cisterns that cannot hold water.
That’s another figure of speech.  Our efforts to find our own satisfaction (through TV or friends or eating or fun) - those are compared to broken cisterns that cannot hold water. Remember, satisfaction and enjoyment are being compared to water. 
So in what way are our efforts to gain fulfillment and satisfaction on our own similar to broken cisterns that cannot hold water? They are similar in that neither one works! In a broken cistern all the water leaks out. In our efforts to find joy and pleasure and satisfaction and fulfillment, all the satisfaction and fulfillment eventually leaks out – leaving you feeling empty. That’s why so many rich people have ended up committing suicide. 
This Week
Read the Psalms and find an attribute of God today. Then spend Monday trying to develop a hunger and thirst for the experience of that attribute. Then spend all the rest of the week trying to see it in the mirrors of the creation. Then, when you see that part of Christ’s glory, sit back and enjoy it – feast on it.

Prayer from Isa.55

Isaiah 55:1-2   "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 

Thank You, dear Lord, for this invitation. I know I could never come in to the banquet if not invited, and I could never merit an invitation apart from the Suffering Servant who bore my iniquities and carried my sorrows and who took upon Himself my sin so that by His wounds I might be healed. Thank You, Lord Jesus! 

So now you bid us all to come. Where man is to begin with is a place of death. He cannot stay there and live. He must come to You. Like a vendor standing in the middle of an infinite desert you call out in a loud voice for anyone and everyone to come get water and food. Here I am this morning Lord. I have come to You. I sit here now in Your presence with the empty hands You require. I want what You are offering – water…milk…wine: refreshment…nourishment…joy, pleasure and celebration. Everything from necessity to luxury. I’m here, Lord, ready to have my soul lavished and ravished by Your Spirit. Here’s my cup. Fill it up Lord. 

Lord it seems to me the thirsty here must be those who have longing for satisfaction but don’t realize it is a longing for fellowship with You. Since they are prone to spend all they have to get satisfaction from that which won’t satisfy, they clearly don’t realize what it is they are thirsty for. So it’s true this thing I’ve suspected – that the longings and groanings and dissatisfaction of the human soul in general really is, in a sense, a hunger and thirst for You? It seems like the psalmists often speak of a different kind of hunger and thirst – a conscious awareness of You as the object of their desire. Whereas this is a confused, ignorant desire; like a baby crying because it’s tired but refusing to close its eyes and sleep, not knowing what’s wrong.

I want what You promise in v.2. I want my soul to delight in the richest of fare!  Teach Your servant to come to You and eat what is good, and not to spend my resources on what won’t satisfy. 

I’m like a child of a rich and kind father. When that child gets an allowance or earns some money at a lemonade stand he doesn’t have to go out and get groceries to survive. He doesn’t have to go to the city utility and purchase water so he can live. He can get all he needs and more at home for free, so he can use his money in something constructive rather than for necessities. All the money I have – my time and labor and effort and abilities – the things man is normally inclined to use to purchase spiritual necessities, I am free to give those away generously to others, because I have all I need at home, right here with You, right now.

Draw me to Yourself Lord. Teach me what it means to come to You and call upon You and to listen to You.

You are the desert Vendor, the only Oasis in the infinite desert of the Creation, standing in the center calling me. You don’t let me wander and die; You let me know where the oasis is. 
And Your are generous. You don’t just offer water (refreshment), but also nourishment and enjoyment – the things on a king’s table at a banquet. And if You charged even a penny for them I would be hopeless, as I am penniless as I wander in this desert. 

Lord, when I am reminded of things I want but can’t afford, remind me that You are the Vendor that sells for free. Let me enjoy the fact that what I need from You is NEVER out of my reach. I’m NEVER in a position where I can’t get it. Oh, thank You dear Lord!

And You Yourself are the water and the milk and the wine. 
You are refreshment for the soul.
You are nourishment for the soul.
You are that which rejoices and delights the soul.





