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How to Love God More: Part 3 
Enjoying the Presence of God 

Summary: Seeking God as the joy of your enjoyment is all about enjoying His presence – having Him smile at you as you are looking into His face.

Review
My goal in life is to become a one-desire man – like the psalmists. 

Ps 27:4  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple. 

Ps 73:25-26 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

Those verses are not exaggeration.  They are literally true, and they are the goal of my life.  
Nothing honors a person or thing more than desiring that person or thing, and looking to him as the source of your satisfaction. There are two ways to enjoy things and people – one is idolatry and dishonors God and the other is worship and honors God. Enjoying things or people instead of God is idolatry; enjoying them as part of your enjoyment of God is worship. 
In the NIV Psalm 43:4 says I go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and my delight. In the Hebrew it literally says this: …to God the joy of my enjoyment. You have a lot of enjoyment in life. You enjoy your friends, your stuff, fun things, gifts, holidays, food, sleeping, new clothes, music… The idolater enjoys those things and the worshipper of God enjoys those things. But for the idolater the things are the joy of his enjoyment, and for the worshipper of God, God is the joy of his enjoyment.  If those things are the joy of your enjoyment you will never be satisfied, you will never find true joy. But if God is the joy of your enjoyment - if you hold that IPod in your hand and you realize at that moment you are in the presence of a God who makes things like great music and cool MP3 players and you just find yourself loving it that God is like that - and the fact that the God who is like that is right there next to you and can’t stop giving you good things, and will do that for all the rest of eternity, and you find yourself just loving the fact that you are near a God like that; then you are going to stick that earphone on your ear or put that food in your mouth or ride that bike or lay in that soft bed, and it will be an act of worship and communion with God and fellowship with God.  
The dumb excuses parable
In Luke 14 Jesus told a parable that I call “The Dumb Excuses Parable.” It’s a story Jesus made up to show the stupidity of people who come up with dumb excuses not to go to heaven. Jesus was at a meal…

Luke 14:15-24 one of those at the table …. said to Jesus, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God." 16 Jesus replied: "A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.' 

That’s talking about heaven. Heaven will be kicked off with a huge, wonderful banquet where believers will sit at the table with the Lord Himself. And the guy in v.15 was right – the people who are going to be in on that are blessed – they have it made. They are the luckiest people in the world. But Jesus wants them to know that not everyone will get to come to that banquet and go to heaven. And many people won’t get to go for some very stupid reasons. Everyone is invited. But…

18 "But they all began to make excuses. The first said, 'I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.' 19 "Another said, 'I have just bought five yoke of oxen , and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me.' 20 "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.' 

Can you see why I call this the dumb excuse parable? What kind of idiot buys a field without looking at it before buying it? You bought some oxen and you need to try them out so you can’t come to a meal? Why not just come to the meal and try out the oxen later? You just got married? Bring your wife! 
These are all just excuses. The real truth is these people just don’t want to come. They don’t care about the meal. That’s not a delight to them. They want to get all their happiness from oxen and marriage and fields and not from this great, generous, rich man.

21 "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.' 22 "'Sir,' the servant said, 'what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.' 23 "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.'"  

The shocking thing about this parable is the things that keep people out of heaven. What threatens to keep you out of heaven? Is it drugs and alcohol? Steeling? Murder? Those things do keep people out of heaven, but they aren’t the threat Jesus talks about here. The things that threaten to keep you out of heaven for eternity are real estate, oxen and marriage. That means your family and the things you buy. What threatens to keep you out of heaven is your room, the things in your room, and the people you love the most. The good gifts from God will keep you out of heaven. When you begin to enjoy those things with them as your joy instead of God as your joy, those things will drag you to hell instead of heaven, because no idolater goes to heaven. My house and my car will keep me out of heaven if I decide my enjoyment in life is going to come from them instead of from God. My wife Tracy will keep me out of heaven if I decide to love her more than God and seek joy from her instead of God.

God is my portion
There is one part of Ps.73 that we didn’t talk about last time.

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

Portion of what?
The word portion, which means “amount, or share,” is a reference to Numbers 18:20. When God brought Israel into the promised-land, He divided it up eleven ways… but there were twelve tribes. When He got to the last tribe—Levi—nothing was left. 

Numbers 18:20 The Lord said to Aaron, “You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites.” 

So the priests were given no portion of the land. They owned nothing. Their bank account was zero. They owned nothing. And yet they ended up being better off than everyone else. (Eleven tribes gave them a tenth, so they ended up with eleven tenths—one tenth more than any other tribe.) 
	That is what happens when the Lord is your portion. The only difference is, you can’t see it and you don’t know where it is coming from. When God says, “I am your portion,” think of it this way: Suppose I took all of you up into the mountains and gave you each a small survival kit. But there was one less kit than students, so after I handed them all out, everyone had one but Josiah. If Josiah said, “Dad, where is my survival kit?” I would reply, “I am your survival kit—you stay with me.”
	Or imagine that the billionaire CEO of the company you work for is your best friend, and when he is setting salaries, he says, “This is your salary, this is yours, this is yours,” etc. When he finally has gone through everyone but you, and you say, “What about me?” he says, “Don’t worry—I’ll take care of all your needs.” 
	The psalmist says my flesh and my heart may fail …. but God is my portion forever.  
When you look around and see all the non-Christians, they all get a share of good things. So you can walk down the hall at school and see the kid who has a $150 pair of really cool shoes, and you say, “That’s his share. My share is God.”
	The other night I delivered a pizza to a house that was a mansion. I drove through this security gate (like I was going to the White House or something), and around this huge circle drive that was also a basketball court, I could see through the front window – there was this amazing spiral staircase going way up to a high second floor, And when the guy opened the door I saw that massive front room. They guy was sitting there on this couch watching a movie on this gigantic screen that was right in the wall like a movie theater. After I gave him his pizza I walked out and looked up at the stars and thought about all the massive galaxies I was looking at, and I look back at the house and thought – “That’s his portion, but the God who made all those galaxies and who is holding them together right now is my portion.”
	Some of you hear about a big house like that or a pair of expensive shoes and think, “So what?” But each one of us has things that we are tempted to look to for our joy. What is it for you? What is it that for you is the thing that the next time you see it you would do well to say, “That’s his portion; God’s my portion.”

How to seek God 
It is possible to have a kind of relationship with God that brings the joy we talked about the first week that is so satisfying to you and makes you feel so good that you would really rather have that than sin (even at the moment of temptation). I spent the past couple times trying to convince you of how wonderful it would be to have that. Now we are going to turn out attention to how to get it. 
From what I can tell Scripture mostly boils it down to 7 ways. There are 7 basic was for a person to seek after God that will bring about this kind of relationship with Him. 
	Hungering and thirsting for Him – longing for His presence
	Being satisfied by Him (eating & drinking) – enjoying His presence 
	Seeing Him – enjoying His presence 
	Listening to Him – Awareness of and paying attention to His presence
	Knowing Him – seeking His presence in a greater way 
	Fearing Him – Being dwarfed and awed and staggered by His presence 
	Enjoying His presence in the gathered Church – being ministered to by Him through His people.

These are all ways that we interact with the presence of God. So before we talk about each one of them, let’s talk about the meaning of the presence of God.

The Presence of God
The doctrine of the omnipresence of God means God is everywhere present.

Ps 139:7-10 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 

Jer 23:23-24  "Am I only a God nearby,"  declares the LORD, "and not a God far away? 24 Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" declares the LORD. 

When Solomon built the first Temple to be the dwelling place of God and to serve as God’s throne-room, he said this:

1 Kings 8:27-29  "But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give attention to your servant's prayer …. 29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which you said, 'My Name shall be there,' so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place.

So, was God present in the Temple? Yes. Is God present in a garbage can? Yes. Is God present on Mars or Pluto or the Sun? Yes. Is God present in a non-Christian’s bedroom? Yes.
But there is a difference in the way God is present in a non-Christian’s bedroom and your bedroom. When Solomon was praying this prayer he said right in the prayer that God was present everywhere (v.27) but he also knew that God would be present in the Temple in a special way. God said 'My Name shall be there,' so that God would hear the prayers His people would pray toward that place.
So the presence of God in the Temple meant that not only was God there (like He is everywhere), but He would be there giving attention to the prayers and worship of His people. He would be there in the sense that when you need help from God, that’s the place to run.  
The word translated “presence” in almost every OT passage about God’s presence is the word “face” (PANIM). So pretty much every time you see the phrase “presence of God” in the OT it literally says “face of God.” 
God is omnipresent in that there is no place where God is not there, but in every place God is there either turning His face away from someone or turning His face toward someone. God is present in a non-Christian’s bedroom, but God is in there turning His face away from that kid. If you are a believer and you have truly been born again and adopted by God, then God is in your bedroom turning His face toward you. When He turns his face away that cuts off all blessing from Him. When He turns His face toward you His blessing and favor shine all over you like the sunshine. In fact, a lot of times you see the word “shine” used to describe God’s presence (or his face). When God taught the priests how to bless the people here’s what He said: 

Num 6:23-27  'This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: 24 "'"The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his presence (face) shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace." '  27 "So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them." 

If you ever want to wish someone well, this is the best thing you could ever wish for them – that the Lord would turn His face toward them. When God turns His face toward you it shines on you like sunlight. People who really know God ask for this all the time when they pray.

Psalm 67:1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us
Psalm 80:7 Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. (v.19 also)

The best thing you could ever wish for is to have God make His face shine on you. And one interesting thing I found out when I was studying this is that the idea of a face shining is one way the Hebrews described a smile. (Job 29:24) When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it; the light of my face was precious to them. There he talks about the light of his face being the same thing as his smile. So when God turns His face toward you or makes His presence shine on you it means He is smiling at you. And when He smiles at you wonderful things shower down all over you like sunlight from the sun.

Psalm 89:15 Blessed are those who know the praise shout, who walk in the light of your face, O LORD. 16 They rejoice in your name all day long; they exult in your righteousness. 

The praise shout is a phrase that refers to an emotional outburst of praise. The people who have learned to take so much pleasure in God that they have outbursts of praise – where they actually shout - and who walk in the light of His face, which means they enjoy the smile of God; those people have joy all day long.
	The idea of walking in the light of God’s face implies that you see His smile. You see, it’s not enough for God to smile at you – you have to see it. Think for a minute about what a smile means. What does it mean when you get a big smile from someone?
	Most people usually don’t smile at you – especially guys. Middle and High School guys are so concerned about being cool, that they can’t afford to smile at you. But other people, if they are trying to be friendly, might give you a little forced smile as you walk by. But that’s not really a real smile. A real smile is one that happens by itself. A real smile is when someone is so happy they give no thought at all to deciding to smile – it just happens. And it’s not a little grin. You can see their teeth.
	Have you had someone who was so pleased with you or so happy to see you that they smiled like that at you today? In the last few days? Week? Think of the person you would most like to get a smile like that from (maybe a dear friend, or someone you have a crush on, or a teacher who is impossible to please, or your dad or mom…) Think of how good it would feel to get a smile like that from a person you think of as an important person. Thinking about that will give you some idea of what a real smile is supposed to mean. 
	So what does it mean to get a smile like that from God? It means God does not just love you in the same way He loves the whole world. It means on top of that love He is especially happy with you right at this moment. And when God smiles at you like that it causes all kinds of wonderful things to shine all over you in your life. It can mean everything from just making your brain work better on a test, to making your friendships all work out better, to getting some of the things you really wanted, to waking up in the morning fully rested and feeling good, to a thousand other wonderful things. That’s what it’s like to have God’s smile shining all over you.  
	But there is something about the smile of God that is even more important than that. Let me ask you another question – how does it feel to get a smile like that if you are looking the other way? Suppose your favorite person smiles at you but you are looking away and don’t even see the smile. How does that feel? You don’t feel anything. It doesn’t make you feel one bit closer to the person and you don’t get any enjoyment from it at all. For a smile to work you have to see it.
	One more question – what if they have that big smile, and you see it, but they aren’t looking at you? You might enjoy seeing them happy, but it’s not going to make you feel much closer to them if they are smiling at someone else. So for a smile to accomplish the goal of communicating love between two people and to make you feel closer to that person, both you and that person have to be looking at each other. You have to be looking that person in the face, and that person has to be looking at you.
	It’s the same with the smile of God. Some people say they want God’s blessing – they want God to turn toward them and smile upon them, but they really only want that because they want the benefits that come from it. They want more money or an easier time at school or more friends or physical healing or a good night’s sleep. So they say pray and ask God to bless them – they say they want God to look at them and smile – but they don’t really want to look into the face of God. They don’t care about that. They don’t care about that because they are looking to those gifts for their joy instead of to God. They keep their gaze on all kinds of earthly things like their IPod or their room or friends or movies, and they don’t really get the benefit of the smile because they aren’t paying attention to God for 99% of every day.
	How long would you say is the devotion time for the average Christian your age?

If you have devotions every day and during your devotions you are paying attention to God for say 3 mintues, then that means you are facing away from God and not paying attention to Him 99.8% of every day. There is no way to enjoy a person or love a person when you do that. 
	So to enjoy the presence of God 2 things need to happen:
	God needs to decide to smile at you

You need to be aware of that smile and enjoy it.
Is God smiling at you every moment?
Rom 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
	God always smiles at His Son, Jesus Christ. And if you are a Christian, you are in Christ, which means God is always smiling at you. But sometimes God smiles more than other times. For example, Ro.14:18 says if you are willing to give up something you really enjoy for the sake of your brother, that is especially pleasing to God – smiles upon you all the more. But if we are selfish, that grieves God, which means He is not smiling as much. The Bible even says that if we push too far in our sin God will turn His face away from us. (Isa.57:15-23) That’s why when David sinned he said, “Cast me not away from Your presence.” That’s the same thing as saying, “Don’t turn Your face away from me.” 
	So you can think of it this way – God’s smile is like sunshine. If you are not a Christian, it’s like being on Pluto – on the side that faces away from the sun. It’s pitch black, there is no light, no heat and you are dead. God has promised no blessing at all to unbelievers. If you are a Christian, that’s like living on earth – where you enjoy the benefits of sunlight every day.
	When you sin (if you are a Christian) it’s like you are still on earth, but now it’s a real cloudy, stormy day. There is still sunlight – plenty of sunlight to keep you alive – it’s not pitch dark, but not like the full, warn, direct sunlight of a clear day. So to really enjoy the presence of God we need to have a clear day – make sure you have repented of your sin and are living in holiness before God, so He can give His full smile to you.
	That’s the first part. Then the other part is for you to look back into His face so you can see the smile and enjoy it. You can’t enjoy a smile if you are looking away. You have to be looking at Him which means being aware of His presence and enjoying being with Him all day long. 
	But the key is it has to be all day long. Getting joy from the gaze of God is kind of like getting a tan.  You don’t notice a huge difference after 10 minutes. The goal is for every action to be an act of fellowship with God.




