Page 1 of 10
Who Treads on the Waves?
The Life of Jesus Vol.3 (Power of Christ) Part 9
Mark 6:46-52       11-13-11

Summary: The first misunderstanding of the loaves was failure to understand that Jesus is God (due to hardness of heart). So when the Disciples saw Him behave as God (treading on the waves) they were confused. That happens when we become distracted by the storm and let trouble occupy more of our attention than Christ. 
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Mark 6:43-56 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 53 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54 As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55 They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went--into villages, towns or countryside--they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.

Parallel passages: Mk.6:29-34 (Mt.14:12-14, Lk.9:10-11, Jn.6:1-2) 

Introduction
I made a case last time that the feeding of the five thousand is the most important miracle Jesus ever performed prior to His own resurrection, which is why it is the only one recorded in all four gospels. And for that reason it is especially important for us to understand its meaning . And we need to take great care in interpreting that meaning, because it is so easy to get it wrong. As you keep reading in the gospels you find that there are at least three different ways to get it wrong, because three different times Jesus rebukes people for failure to understand the meaning of this miracle. So my plan is to walk through each of those three, and let Scripture guard us from falling into any of these wrong interpretations. We will only make it through one this morning. 
The first failure to understand the miracle of the loaves is in the verses immediately following the account of the miracle in Mark. Look at the end of… 

Mark 6:51 …they were completely amazed 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

Something happens on the boat ride back across the Sea of Galilee, and Mark says their reaction demonstrated a failure to understand about the loaves. Let’s take a look at what happened and their wrong response.

Jesus Behaves as God

45 Immediately [after the feeding of the five thousand] Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.

When it says He made them get into the boat – that is a really strong term. It is often translated “force.” Jesus was very insistent about it, and the implication is that there was some resistance. They do not want to go without Him. But He wants to take some time alone to pray, and forces them to go by themselves across the lake. So finally they go, and when they do they run into some trouble.

47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night…

The wind is against them, so instead of traveling along fairly close to the shore line like they would normally do, they find themselves blown out toward the middle of the sea. Despite all their hard rowing, they are driven 3.5 miles from the shore. When they first set out it is evening, which refers to the time right around sundown. And John 6:16 says it was already dark. So it sounds like it had just gotten dark when they started. Jesus sees them straining on the oars sometime during the third watch of the night, which is between 3:00 am and 6:00 am. This was around Passover time, which means sunset was around 7:00. So the Disciples had been rowing and fighting against this storm somewhere between eight and eleven hours straight. 
That is some pretty tenacious obedience. Most people, after four or five hours of that would just say, “This is impossible. Let’s just turn around and let the wind drive us back toward the eastern shore.” But they don’t do that. Jesus told them to go across the lake, and they are going to row that boat across that lake if it kills them.
Meanwhile, this whole eight to eleven hours, Jesus is praying. Sometime between 3 and 6 am Jesus finally says, “Amen,” and then sees what is going on with the Disciples. It says He saw that they were straining at the oars. How close do you have to be to someone in the middle of the night to see if they are relaxed or straining? The boat is 3.5 miles out to sea. “Maybe Jesus ate a lot of carrots.” No – this is more than Vitamin A. That is like standing here at the church and looking at the expression on someone’s face on Highway 36 – in the middle of the night. Obviously this is supernatural, miraculous knowledge. One thing that is very clear about Jesus in the gospels is that He has omniscient access to information. He knew what people were thinking, where they had been, what their past history is, marital status, attitudes, desires, what is in their heart – anything He chooses to know.  He is the one whose eyes range to and fro on the earth and who knows your thoughts from afar. 
48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. 

I don’t know how He did this. I don’t know if He caused the water to congeal under his feet, or if He just suspended the law of gravity. But somehow He walked on the water – for 3.5 miles. When Jesus was finished with His prayer time, He gathered up His stuff, walked down to the shore, stepped onto the water, stepped over the small waves, walked up and down the bigger waves, and started heading toward the boat. I don’t know what kind of pace He had, but if He averaged 3.5 mph, then it would have taken one hour of walking to get out there.

49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified.

This is the time of the full moon, so they can see Him at quite a distance. He is too far to make out who He is, but close enough that they knew it was someone. 
And they were so terrified, they screamed in fear. Most men are pretty self-conscious about screaming out loud in fear. Men just do not do that unless they are really panicked – especially when they are around a bunch of other men. If you are standing around with eleven other guys and see something funny, you do not just start screaming, “It’s a ghost!”
If you are alone in the dark and you think you see something, you can write it off as your mind playing tricks on you. 
“Is that a person, or did I leave my jacket draped over the coat rack?” 
But when there are twelve of you, and twelve grown men – these big, tough, seasoned fishermen, all suddenly screaming out loud in fear – you know something is out there.
It was terrifying because they really did think it was a ghost. They are not superstitious men. Thousands of times in their lives they had seen things at sea that they could not make out, but they did not start screaming like a bunch of school girls and assuming it was a ghost. They thought it was a ghost in this case because it was crystal clear that someone was walking across the water in the middle of the sea. They were not quite close enough to make out His face, but it was definitely a person walking on the water. When people see some vague, fuzzy image at sea that they cannot make out, they might assume it is the Loch Ness monster. When they see something strange on land they might assume it is Bigfoot. But when was the last time you heard of a Bigfoot sighting at sea? People do not see Bigfoot on the water because when you see something you cannot quite make out, your mind will make the best sense of it that it can. So you are not going to assume it is a person walking on the water unless you can clearly see that. And for all twelve of them to instantly panic in fear – not saying, “It’s Leviathan” or “a sea monster” but they all think they are seeing someone walk on the water – that means they are close enough to where there isn’t any question.
Passing (Theophany)
No doubt that gave them a little more adrenaline for rowing. You picture them rowing all the harder, and so Jesus has to start jogging to catch up to them. I am not sure if that happened, but when He finally catches up to them, the next line sounds very strange.

48 …He was about to pass by them

That almost sounds kind of comical. He is going to pass them? He just gets in the left lane and says, “You guys are too slow. Meet you on the other shore”? No, that is not really the picture this word calls to mind. That word translated pass can mean to approach or come into the vicinity of someone. It is the word used in the account of the Gaderean demoniac when it says the man was so violent no one could pass that way. They could not come into that vicinity.
This is also the word used in some of the Old Testament appearances of God. When God appears to men in the Old Testament, theologians call that a theophany. And some of the famous theophanies in the Old Testament used this word. For example, when the glory of God passed by Moses so he could see it – that is this same word (in the Greek translation). Ex.33:19, 22, 34:6. See also 1 Ki.19:11. So the idea is that Jesus wanted to approach them and make sure they saw Him, and Mark uses a term that calls to mind a theophany kind of flavor. This is an appearance of God.

Job 9:8 He alone …treads on the waves of the sea. … 11 When he passes me, I cannot see him

Jesus is passing in front of them, treading on the waves of the sea, but He is visible to them – close enough that they can tell someone is walking on the water, but not close enough where they can make out His face.
So they all immediately come to the same conclusion – it’s a ghost. Now, how is it that a group of Jewish men believed in ghosts? That is not part of Judaism. I do not think they did believe in ghosts. But you can go from not believing in ghosts to believing in ghosts in a real hurry when you see someone strolling out toward your boat when you are miles out to sea. And remember – last time they crossed this sea Jesus dumped two thousand angry demons in the drink. So the Disciples are terrified.
So put yourself in that boat for a minute. Your muscles are burning after hours and hours of rowing, it is a losing battle with this wind and you are getting pushed farther and farther out to sea, and suddenly you see some form off in the distance. You ignore it. Next, someone else thinks he sees something, but he does not say anything either. But soon there is no denying this is a living form. This form – this outline of a man becomes obvious enough that everyone sees it, and no one can deny that something is there. 
“Do you see that?”  
“What is it?”  
“I don’t know.”  
“It looks like…oh man, it’s – it’s walking!”
“It’s getting closer and closer!” 
And now you have a surge of adrenalin and with renewed strength you are rowing twice as fast. So Jesus has to jog to catch up. It is going to overtake you. And then right there, at the height of your panic, you hear that unmistakable voice: 

50 …"Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
The object of your fear is your salvation
How many times have you seen some terrifying thing on the horizon of your life – it is coming toward you – it will be here next year/week/tomorrow, and you are gripped with fear, and when it comes it turns out to be none other than the very blessings of God sent to comfort you? Sometimes we are the most afraid when we are in the least danger. 
One time I had insomnia for almost two years, and I was afraid it would be that way the rest of my life. It made my life very, difficult and unpleasant, and seemed like a horrible curse. But the Lord used that to teach me some things about how to enjoy communion with Him when I was awake at night in ways that I never experienced in my regular prayer times. And it turned out to be a wonderful blessing.
I AM
So Jesus passes in front of them like an Old Testament theophany treading on the waves of the sea, and then says this:

50 "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 

When He says, “It is I” – the Greek phrase is ego eimi, which is the exact phrase used in the Old Testament when God calls Himself, “I AM.” So ego eimi can mean “It is I” or it can be the name of God. In a context of walking on the water and other “appearance of God”—type language, I think the implication is that Jesus is using the divine name here. He is saying, “Take courage, I AM. Don’t be afraid.”

They are Confused

51 Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind stopped. They were completely amazed, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

Does that sound to you like Mark is being a little hard on the Disciples? They are miles out to sea and Jesus comes walking up to their boat on top of the water, climbs in the boat and immediately stops the storm that they had been fighting for ten hours, and they are not allowed to be amazed? Isn’t it appropriate to be amazed at the mighty power of God when you see it firsthand? 
I doubt whether “amazed” is the best translation of this Greek word. Probably a better translation in this context would be “confused.” When Jesus’ family came to take Him when they thought He was out of His mind – this is the word that was used. Numerous times in Scripture it is used in a negative context of seeing something, and not knowing what to make of it when the person should have known what to make of it. For example, 

Luke 24:22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see." 25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

What is so foolish and dull-hearted about being amazed at an empty tomb? It is not that they were amazed; it was that they were confused. They were at a total loss to know what to make of it, and they should not have been. With all the prophecies and all the things Jesus said about rising on the third day – it is inexcusable for them to be scratching their heads searching for an explanation when the tomb was empty on the third day.
How is that even possible? How is it possible for Jesus to say, “I am going to rise from the dead on the third day” and then when the tomb ends up empty on the third day they are perplexed and confused and cannot think of any explanation for what happened? How is that possible? It is only possible if you are foolish and slow of heart to believe. When there is an obvious answer and you cannot see it, it is because something in your heart is resisting that answer.
And that is what is happening here. When Jesus was treading on the waves behaving like Almighty God, they are completely shocked and confused and flummoxed. They have no idea what to make of it. How could you watch Jesus feed tens of thousands of people with a little boy’s lunch one day, and then next day He does a miracle and you have no idea what to make of it? That can only happen if you did not understand the meaning of the feeding of the multitude. They did not get it.  And there is a reason they did not get it. Mark tells us why:
Hard heartedness

51 They were completely confused, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.

They did not understand because of hard hearts. If you think understanding is only a function of intellect, think again. Some of the most brilliant intellects in the world cannot understand the gospel. And there are five-year-olds that can understand the gospel. If there is a bias in the heart against accepting something, then no matter how much explanation and evidence and proof someone gives you, it will just never compute in your mind. That is why you can tell some of your unbelieving friends the gospel and they can repeat it back to you and it seems like they get it but then the next time you talk to them they are right back to thinking that Christianity is all about trying your hardest to be good. It cannot sink into their understanding because there is not a willingness to believe it. 
And that is how the Disciples were about who Jesus is. They were resisting the idea that Jesus was Almighty God. Their hearts were hardened against the idea.
Truthful Witnesses 
When you read through the gospels, and you see things like this – does it ever strike you how odd it is that the Apostles report things like this about themselves? The only record we have of the Apostles is from their own writings. And how do we think about them? They are the “Oh, ye of little faith” club. We think of them as a bunch of stumbling, bumbling, doubting, confused, thick-headed, slow to believe, slow to understand, blockheads (prior to the resurrection of Jesus). And the only things we know about them come from their own writings.
This is one of the reasons the experts are so convinced that the Apostles were reliable witnesses. Why else would they include details like this? If you were making up a story about how God became a man and chose you to be His spokesman, why throw in all kinds of details that make you look like such a knucklehead? Why tell the story of when He walked on water and stilled a storm, and then throw in a comment, “Oh, by the way, we didn’t understand anything because our hearts were so hard”? It is so obvious that the writers of the New Testament were reliable, truthful witnesses who reported exactly what happened, even when it reflected poorly on them.

Do You Understand?
So the first way we can fail to understand about the loaves is by failing to understand who Jesus is. He is not a god; He is not a lesser god, He is not a mere prophet, He is not a mortal man – He is the one and only, eternal, Creator God; who made all things and upholds all things and controls all things. He is the compassionate Shepherd who will never fail to provide all that His sheep need. And He is the generous Host who guarantees the great, Messianic banquet and all that it represents.
And when we have confusion in our hearts, sometimes it could be because of a lack of information or some bad teaching or low IQ – but many times it is not any of those. In many cases our confusion is due to a resistance in our heart to believe that God will behave like God, and that our Good Shepherd will behave like a Good Shepherd. Something inside us resists certain truths about what He is really like because we want to cling to self-pity. If we admit that He is a generous provider we would have to let go of our self-pity because there would be no reason for anyone to pity us. Or maybe we resist a certain truth about God because we are clinging to pride … or laziness … or some earthly treasure. When a particular truth about God seems to threaten something we hold dear, and we are afraid of the implications and what they might mean about what we would have to give up, our soul resists that truth and the result is confusion. If you cannot accept the answer 4, then you will be confused about 2+2. And that confusion will not be isolated. All the truths of God’s Word are connected and interdependent. So if you are confused on one of them you are going to run into confusion in numerous other areas as well.

Beware of Distraction
Any time something in this world captures our attention more than the Lord, we are vulnerable to this happening. There is something else that happened in this incident that Mark does not mention, but Matthew does. Rewind to the point where Jesus first reveals that it is Him – before He comes over and gets in the boat. The storm is still raging, the Disciples see someone walking toward them, they panic in fear…

Matthew 14:27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! I AM. Don't be afraid." 28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 

Peter figures, “If this is really Jesus, it would be no problem for Him to enable me to walk on water.”
Some people say Peter was being presumptuous. But there is nothing presumptuous about asking the Lord for a command. If he just said, “Jesus, I’m hopping out of the boat – hold me up” – that would be presumptuous. Presumption is any time you expect God to do something He has not promised to do. Faith is when you expect God to do something He has promised to do. Presumption gets an idea and acts, and then expects God to bail him out. Presumption acts on its own desires; faith looks for a command, and then follows that command without fear.
Also – presumption is usually all about using God’s power to advance our own agenda. But for Peter, the only reward he gets out of this is he gets nearer to Jesus. I do not think you ever have to worry about God being displeased with you for coming up with schemes for getting nearer to Him.
Peter is not presuming anything. He is expressing faith. He is saying, “Lord, if You say the word, I’ll stake my life on trusting You.” He leaves it totally up to Jesus, but what he expresses is one hundred percent confidence in Jesus’ power if Jesus gives the word. And Jesus honors that by giving the word.

29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 

He swings his legs over the side, and when his feet hit the water, it feels wet, like regular water, but his feet do not go into it. And as he lets go of the side of the boat, it is holding his weight, so he begins walking.
What held him up? His faith? No – faith has no power to do anything – zero. A while back I was playing basketball with the youth group and at one point I jumped up to grab the rim, and I fully expected that I would be able to easily touch the rim like I used to, but my hand did not even reach the bottom of the net. I believed with all my heart that my body would move upward when I pushed off, but it did not happen. (Which is amazing, because the landing still hurt my knees. I am back to where I was when I was two. You know how when a two-year-old jumps he just pulls up his feet and puts them back down, but his head stays at exactly the same level? That’s me playing basketball.) Anyway – all that to say, faith has no power. It was not Peter’s faith that held him up. It was nothing other than the will of the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not create reality by believing things. Jesus creates reality by deciding things. Jesus decided Peter would not sink, so he did not sink. There is zero power in faith – all power comes from Christ, however, Jesus does grant that power, very often, according to a person’s faith. So it is not a coincidence that the one who trusted Jesus was the one who walked on water.
Peter is the only human being, other than God Himself, to ever walk on water. Moses did not do that, nor did Elisha – only Peter. I think Peter has an idea who Jesus is. He had some understanding about the meaning of the loaves and fishes. You do not just do something like this as an experiment. You have to be convinced way down deep in your soul about who Jesus is before doing something like this. This is amazing faith. And yet as amazing as this faith is, it evaporates in the next verse.

30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"

The only one of the Twelve to get out of the boat, the only human being besides Jesus to ever walk on water in the history of mankind, and all Jesus can say is, “You of little faith, why did you doubt”? How about a little partial credit here? I mean, come on – is Jesus this impossible to please? How high is the standard anyway? Very simple – the standard is this: do not doubt. Wherever you are, whatever you are doing – in the boat, out of the boat, walking on water, sitting on the couch – whatever is going on around you the standard is always the same – trust Him and do not doubt. Just because you have more faith than anyone around you does not necessarily mean you have enough faith. God knows how much you have been given and how much is required of you. That is why we do not justify our failures by comparing ourselves to others (2 Co.10:12). Even if everyone you know stumbles and falters and doubts ten times worse than you that does not change the standard – do not doubt.
Peter gets Distracted
So what happened to Peter’s amazing faith? What was it that destroyed his faith?

30 when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out…

If it was the power of Christ that was holding him up, why did he sink? Does it somehow reduce Jesus’ power when our faith fails? No – Jesus has plenty of power to hold him up (obviously, because Jesus does catch Peter when he sinks). He let Peter sink because in His great wisdom He has chosen to make our abilities and empowerment dependent upon our faith, so we do not forget that the power is coming from Him and not ourselves. So with doubt comes defeat.
So let’s think through exactly what happened in Peter’s heart here. If we think about this rationally, it does not make any sense. He doubts the power of Christ because of the wind? If you are in the middle of the sea without a boat you have a problem, but the problem is not wind- it is gravity. Why is he not afraid of drowning? Why the wind? It is not like flat, calm water is that much easier to walk on. It does not make any sense for him to doubt the power of Christ just because he saw the wind. But doubt is rarely a function of rational thought. It is usually a function of emotion. And the wind and waves are big and powerful and scary. It is not that wavy water is harder to walk on; it is that storminess and wind and huge waves are distracting. Our emotions become overwhelmed when thoughts are fixed for too long on the storm around us, and that is what causes even the strongest faith to collapse. 
You see, Peter has known about the wind all along. It is not that he is just now noticing the wind. After ten hours of rowing and going nowhere but the middle of the sea, I think he had an idea that it was windy. It is not an issue of knowledge; it is an issue of attention. He knew about the wind and the storm, but his attention was on Christ. The fear came up in his heart when his attention was diverted from Christ to the storm. That wind only became a problem when it started to occupy a greater portion of Peter’s attention than Jesus occupied.
The things that cause us to worry and fret and stress – it is not because those things are more powerful than our God. We worry and fear because we give so much of our attention to those things. 
The word, doubt literally means “to be divided in two.” Peter is learning a hard lesson. He has great confidence in the Lord. That is good, but it is not enough. He has to learn that Christ not only calls us to have great confidence in Him, but to focus on Him our undivided attention. When you split your attention, and look to the right or left, no matter how amazing your faith is, it will falter.
I promise you - the more time you spend each day thinking about things from an earthly perspective, the more you will experience defeat spiritually. When you look at things from a spiritual perspective, you see things as they really are. Righteousness begins to look more and more attractive and desirable, and sin begins to turn you off more and more, and everything falls into place automatically.
Jesus Saves Peter
So Peter starts to sink. It is a graphic term – means “plunge down into the sea.” So Peter goes plunging down and cries out for help.

"Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. 

I would love to have seen that! Jesus rescued Peter with unbelievable speed. Many times when I have been in a swimming pool I have tried to imagine what it was like when Peter started to sink. I have tried to time on my stopwatch how long it takes to go under, but it happens so fast, I can’t press the buttons fast enough. I think it is fair to say that from the moment you step on water, to the time your head goes under, would be less than a half-second. Peter was not sinking slowly, like in quicksand. The text says he was “plunging.” Think of how fast Jesus reacted to grab him. Jesus does not let him go under for a while and then reach down and fish around for him. He just grabs Peter immediately, before he goes under.
In fact - when Peter suddenly starts sinking, and cries out, “Lord, save me,” how long would that take? You are walking, and then suddenly you are plunging down – how long does it take for you to realize what is going on, and formulate the words and open your mouth and say, “Kurie, soson me?” You would almost be under by the time you even got the first word out of your mouth. It seems to me Jesus would have had to grab Peter even before he got done saying, “Lord, save me.” 

Isaiah 65:24 Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.

What a perfect picture this is of God’s eagerness to save you when you cry out to Him. Sometimes a delay is necessary for your own good. But the split-second the purpose of that delay is accomplished, His rescue will be like the flash of lightening across the sky. When your children are in real pain and scream for help you drop everything and run to them as fast as you can move. And God loves you a lot more than you love your children, and He is a lot quicker on His feet.
Demand a reason for doubt
So Jesus asks Peter, “Why did you doubt?” Sometimes that is the best thing you can do – ask yourself that question. When you are afraid, ask yourself why you are afraid. If Peter answered that question, what would the answer be?
“Peter, I AM Almighty God, Creator of the ends of the earth. I know the end from the beginning. I stretched out the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth. Why did you doubt Me?”
“Well, because it was windy.”
When you ask yourself, “Why are you afraid? Given all God’s great and precious promises to care for you, and given His awesome power, and the height and depth and breadth of His infinite love for you, why are you doubting Him?” The answer is, “Well, because I got an unexpected bill and I don’t know how I’m going to pay it.”
If you force yourself to answer that question, the answer comes back sounding so ridiculous that sometimes just asking yourself that question can go a long way toward calming your fear.

Conclusion
Well, Jesus gets Peter back to the boat – we are not told how. There is no indication that Peter walked on the water again. So I do not know if Jesus dragged him through the water back to the boat, or if He carried him or what, but somehow they make it back to the boat. And at that moment the storm immediately stops. And the Disciples are completely confused, because they did not understand about the loaves.
Do you understand about the loaves? Are you fully expecting God to behave like God? Are you living your life in a way that assumes the Good Shepherd will be a good shepherd to you? If so, then keep your focus on Him, and do not allow the storms of life to occupy any more space in your attention than what is necessary for you to fulfill your responsibilities. Once you have done all you can do, turn your attention away from the wind and the waves, and on to the Son of the Living God. Turn your eyes upon Jesus; look full in His wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace.



BENEDICTION: Psalm 20:1-5  May the LORD answer you when you are in distress; may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  2 May he send you help from the sanctuary and grant you support from Zion. 4May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.  5 May the LORD grant all your requests.


