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TheFeedingofthe5000Pt.3
Mk.6:29-45(Mt.14:12-22,Lk.9:10-17Jn.6:1-14)
This is our third week studying what Scripture highlights as perhaps the most important miracle Jesus ever performed.
    As I told you last time, Jesus later rebukes the disciples for not understanding it.
    So we want to make sure we don’t fail to understand it.  And for that reason, before we jump back into the account of this miracle, I need to give you little background.
    For centuries the Jewish people had been waiting for that Good Shepherd that was promised in Ezekiel to arrive.
    They were excited about that time because that was the time when all the promises of restoration would be fulfilled.
    That would be the time of what was known as the great ingathering - the time when God would gather all of His people together for the great, Messianic Banquet.   That's the time when there will be no more death and no more sorrow.
Isa.25:6-8
Look at verse 7.
    On this mountain (Zion - another name for Jerusalem) he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will swallow up death forever.  
    That's the time when God will do away with death altogether - forever.  Death and all of its components, such as decay and sickness, will no longer exist.  And He's going to do that not just for the Jews, but for people from all nations.  But He will do it from Jerusalem. It won’t be just for the Jews.  But it will be through the Jews.

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces
    He could have just said, "there will be no more sorrow," which is what this figure means.  But He makes it so much more personal, and so much more tender with this image of God reaching out and physically wiping tears from your face - like a mother comforting her little heartbroken child.  So you can see why they were so excited about this day coming.  And one of the greatest highlights of that day will be the event that is described in verse 6.

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food (the Hebrew word there (!mev' - sh¹m¢n) means “high fat”) for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine--the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
    When the Lord comes and gathers His people there's going to be a feast.  There's going to be a banquet.  For some reason, even in the midst of fanaticism over the end times, this banquet has become somewhat forgotten in our day.  You really don’t hear much about it.
    But for the people back then it was so looked forward to by the people, that if you just said, "the feast" everyone would know exactly what you're talking about.
Mt.8:11-12
I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 
    He didn't have to say which feast.  For them, the phrase, "the feast" was like the phrase, "The Second Coming" for us.
    They talked about it, wrote about it, developed theories about it, argued and debated about it…
    It wouldn’t be uncommon for someone back then to ask a fellow believer, “What’s your position on the Messianic Feast?”    
    I won’t go into the various theories, but it is worth talking about what Scripture clearly says.  What was the significance of the Messianic Banquet?
    There are at least three important themes connected to this banquet in Scripture.
The Promise of the Messianic Banquet Symbolized…

1.Provision
    The banquet is a picture of provision.  God describes heaven as being like a banquet to show that it is a place where He will provide for the needs of His people.  And it's not just a one-time meal.  It goes on forever.  The banquet, in Isaiah, represents not just an isolated event.  The banquet represents all the blessings of eternal life forever.
Isa.49:9-10
"They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. 
    Promises like that in Isaiah are too numerous to mention. Israel is promised bountiful provisions in their land as blessings that will follow repentance and obedience (Isa 1:19; 9:3; 27:2-6, 12, 13; 29:17-24; 30:19-29; 32:1-8; 49:6-13; 51:3; 55:1, 2). This bountiful future is directly related to the coming of the Messiah (Isa 9:6-7; 24:23; 11:1-5; 42:1-9; 49:6-13) and the gathering of dispersed Israel back into the land (Isa 24:23; 26:1-4, 15-19; 27:6, 13; 35:1-10; 43:5-7; 45:20; 49:8-13; 22-23; 51:11-14; 54:7; 60:4-14). Israel is protected and fed as the Messiah leads them back into the land of promised blessings (Isa 49:10). These messianic blessings are not exclusive to Israel, but include blessings upon all the nations (Isa 2:1-4; 9:1; 11:10-12; 18:7; 19:18-25; 25:6-8; 42:6, 7; 49:6, 7; 49:22, 23; 56:3; 61:7; 66:21). The nations have a participatory role in the return of Israel (Isa 2:1-4; 49:22-23; 56:3-8; 60:10, 11; 66:21). Daniel S. Steffen, Professor of New Testament, Central American Theological Seminary.  “The Messianic Banquet and the Eschatology of Matthew” Exerpt from his doctoral thesis found at the following web site: http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/books/mat/banquet.htm#P43_12984
  
Ez.34:29
I will provide for them a land renowned for its crops 
    The people looked forward to a promised, Messianic Age, when there would be a massive abundance of food.  The figure of eating and drinking is a common one in Scripture, and it is a figure of prosperity.  It is often used to describe the blessings of the Promised Land.
    It's interesting that whenever Jesus did miracles of creation, He always created food or drink.  He never created houses or clothes or boats or money or animals or anything else.  But in His very first miracle he created abundant wine for a wedding feast.  Two different times he supplied huge catches of fish.  Twice He fed a multitude.  
    Again, these are not random miracles.  Jesus is announcing the arrival of the Messianic Age - the time of the fulfillment of God's promises of blessing.
    It's hard for us to appreciate the impact a promise like that would have on these people, because we rarely if ever have a situation where food is not available.  For us the question is only what we will eat.  For them it was whether they would eat.
    Between your car and your credit card, you're never more than 15 or 20 minutes away from having access to all the food you can eat.  With the salary that the average person earns, you can work one hour and earn enough to go to McDonald's and buy enough calories to last you for days.  Many of those people had to work 12-hour days six days a week just to keep their family fed.  So the promise of the provision of unlimited food, for them is similar to the way we would think about the provision of unlimited money.
    So God promised this Messianic Banquet to communicate to us something of the rich provision of the age to come that He was inaugurating.
TheSignificanceofProvision
    Even though it's hard for us to relate to how this promise would hit the ancient Jew, it's still a great encouragement for us.  The struggle for provision comes from the curse.  When mankind first fell into sin, God cursed the earth because of man, which made it difficult for man to provide for himself.
Gn.3:17-19
To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." 
    One of the things that very often comes as a shock to young men when they get out of college and especially when they get married, is what a relentless burden it is to earn a living.
    Most people, at the beginning of their career, have to work a job that really isn't much fun. That job gets to be a drain, they get sick of it and want to quit.  But when they do, they usually find that the next job isn't any better.  And even when a man finds a job that he enjoys, there is still a kind of an unmerciful relentlessness to it.
    You have to go every day, all day, week after week after week - year after year, decade after decade… And if you lose your job, unless you are extremely wealthy, you have to find a new job immediately.  
    For most people, you have a matter of weeks before you'll get into real trouble if you don't find another job.  For many people, it's a matter of days.
    All that is part of the curse.  A time is coming when that will no longer be.  It's not that there will be no work, because it's not the work that is so draining and burdensome to us.  It's the relentless, despotic tyranny of having to make a living.
    In heaven there will still be the satisfaction that comes from work, and the joy that comes with accomplishing something worthwhile, and the stimulation of the mind that comes from doing something interesting.  What will be gone will be the pressure to constantly have to bring in an income.
    And this promise goes way beyond just physical provisions. You could win the lottery tomorrow and be set for life financially, and still that would only take care of a tiny, tiny fraction of your needs.  You have needs for physical things that money can't buy - like health.  You have the emotional needs and spiritual needs.
    And fulfilling those needs, in this life, can also be a very draining, burdensome effort. To fulfill your emotional needs, you have to develop and maintain friendships, which involves a huge amount of effort and heartache.  If you're married, you have to maintain a good marriage, which takes constant diligence.
    And you have spiritual needs.  You desperately need knowledge of God, which only comes through arduous study of His Word.
    You need the fellowship and communion with God that can only comes through concentrated prayer. And so often it seems every time we get into a good routine of prayer, it dwindles and dissipates, and finally collapses so you have to start all over in figuring out how to revitalize your prayer life.
    You need fellowship, but fellowship is demanding, because fellowship is giving.  And you run out of energy to give.
    You need to worship God.  But genuine, heartfelt worship is difficult, because your flesh is constantly trying to limit you to the world of your five senses.
    Even the bare minimum of what we need is difficult and arduous to obtain.  And so much of what we need for total fulfillment is outside of our grasp altogether - we just have to go without.
    But God has promised a time when everything you need - every spiritual need, every emotional need, every physical need - It will all be spread out on a banquet table before you forever.
    So one purpose of comparing heaven to a banquet is to illustrate provision.  Another purpose is to illustrate deliverance.
2.Deliverance
    God commanded numerous feasts in the Old Testament, and they were celebrations.    The Messianic Feast will also be a celebration, and there is something very specific that we will be celebrating.
    The clearest statement in the OT about the Messianic Banquet is the one we looked at in Isa.25.  And that chapter is all about how God will provide deliverance for Israel from her enemies.  That's the setting for the feast.  It's a feast celebrating that deliverance. It's exactly the same thing David wrote about hundreds of years earlier:
Ps.23:5
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
    I mentioned that there was a lot of variety of opinion about the Messianic Banquet.  The Jews of Jesus’ time who wrote about the end times went in every conceivable direction when they wrote about the Banquet.
    They had as many different theories about the Banquet as we have about end times issues like the rapture.  But there was one thing they all had in common.
    Every place where you read about this banquet, whether it's in the Old Testament, the intertestamental period, the Dead Sea Scrolls, or the rabbinic literature –  Every place where you read about the Messianic Banquet, you also read about the defeat and destruction of Israel's enemies and deliverance from all her troubles.
    It’s interesting that all of Israel's troubles came to be described symbolically with the word, "leviathan."  They described all their troubles and everything that opposed to them as being like some great, powerful, invincible sea monster.  And their name for that was leviathan.
    And when you read all the various things the Jews were writing about the Messianic Banquet, guess what the main course of the Banquet is?  Grilled leviathan.
    That is really some great symbolism.  Ever since the fall mankind has been struggling against leviathan.  Then the Messiah comes and finally brings deliverance, and we celebrate with a huge feast of leviathan steaks – (in other words, no more enemies, no more troubles). All your troubles will end up being devoured in the feast.
    This was Israel's favorite part about the banquet - especially in Jesus’ time, when they were being oppressed by Rome.  Nothing made them happier than the thought of some nice, fried Rome.
TheSignificanceofDeliverance
    For us, deliverance from enemies is not as big deal as it was for Israel.  We enjoy much greater security than they did.
    However, we look forward to deliverance from our troubles just as much as they did.  We don’t have the same troubles they had, but we have plenty of troubles nonetheless.
    All of the things that cause you anxiety and pain and sorrow and worry and fear – the dangers we face, the painful trials, the sickening heartbreak of our own sin…
    We have plenty from which we need deliverance.
    And so in the Old Testament God says, “You see all these difficulties in trials you’re facing?  The day is coming when you are going to enjoy a mass celebration – a rich feast for the purpose of celebrating the elimination of all those troubles.”
    The purpose of the feast is to celebrate laviathan’s doom. 
    It’s going to be a time of intensive joy.  Not only will the tears be wiped away, but they will be replaced by huge smiles and laughs and tears of happiness. 
    The purpose of mentioning the high fat food and choice wine is to make it clear that it will be a time of great pleasure.
    Pleasure is a wonderful thing.  It turns into our enemy when we make it our pursuit and our goal.  Then it brings nothing but discontent.  And so we shouldn’t make it our goal to seek it in this life.
    But that’s not to say it’s a bad thing.  It’s a wonderful thing, and God created you with the capacity for pleasure for a reason – He’s planning an eternity for you which brings Him the greatest possible glory, and that comes when you take the greatest pleasure in Him.
    So God portrayed the Age to Come as being like a banquet, so He could illustrate both unlimited provision and final deliverance from all our enemies and troubles.
    And the reason for that has to do with God's love for us.  He doesn't want to just save us - to just rescue us.
    He wants us to enjoy his company, which brings us to the third meaning of the banquet symbolism.
3.Intimacy
    In ancient times as well as today, sharing a meal with someone is an act of friendship.
    In our day we also do that for other reasons, but in ancient times sharing a meal was always a gesture of close friendship.
    It is God’s will that you enjoy that kind of closeness with Him.
    Rev.3:20
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
    The point of promising the great Banquet is not just so we can look forward to experiencing the pleasures associated with eating good food.
    The point is for us to understand what that day is going to be like.  It's going to be a day when there will be close, personal, loving interaction between you and the Lord.
    In fact, Jesus even portrayed Himself as the one who will do the serving.
Luke 12:37
It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them.
    You will be smiling and laughing and enjoying the conversation at the table with the Lord, and saying, "Pass the prime rib," and the Lord will say, "Wait until you see what I made for dessert…"
    It's a picture of intimacy and comfortable friendship.  There won't be anything between you and the Lord.  
    Even though we will have a greater awe and reverence and fear of Him then then we do now, and even though we will fall on our faces in worship before His staggering glory…
    Paradoxically, at the same time He will embrace us as friends!
    There won’t be any shame.  Sin will be a thing of the forgotten past.  Any kind of distance or tension between you and the Lord will be a matter of ancient history.
    He’s not only going to gather His people, but He’s going to gather you right into His house, right into His dining room and seat you right at His table, and serve you a wonderful meal.
    Right now we long for intimacy with God, but it is so hard to attain.
    We can’t see Him, we can’t feel Him, we can’t hear His voice…
    When you become close to someone and maintain an intimate friendship with someone, you do that by interacting with that person and experiencing that person with your senses.
    You talk to the person and you can hear his tone of voice and inflections that indicate what’s in her heart.
    You look into the person’s face, and can see the expressions and smiles and frowns.
    When you reach out and embrace the person and exchange some physical expression like a handshake or hug or pat on the back, or kiss…
    All those things promote closeness to the person.
    But how do you find closeness with God?  
    It is possible.  You can learn the emotions in His heart not by seeing facial expressions, but by learning of Him from His Word.
    You can experience His pleasure or displeasure, not by hearing the tone of his voice, but by knowing from Scripture what pleases or displeases Him…
    You can enjoy His expressions of love, not through physical expressions, but by understanding how to interpret the blessings that come your way.
    And you can pour out your heart to Him in prayer.
    You can do all that – and must, but in this life it’s hard.  
    We are physical beings, and intimacy with someone we can’t experience through our physical senses is very, very hard.
*******************
So the Jews anxiously looked forward to this Feast – this wonderful time when Messiah would arrive and reverse the curse – reverse all the things that makes this life so burdensome.  
    They looked forward to the time when they would enjoy intimate fellowship with God, they would have unlimited provision forever, and they would have final deliverance from all their enemies and troubles.
    With all that background in mind, let's get back to where we left off last week in our study of Mark 6 and see if we can get our arms around the meaning of this miracle.
Review
    I told you last time that the passage divides into three parts: the motive, the setting, and the miracle itself.
    Two weeks ago we studied the motive: Jesus’ compassion. 
    They were like sheep without a shepherd, and that broke His great heart.
    So Jesus decided to cancel His day off and spend the whole day teaching this crowd.
    It's a very tender picture.  Jesus loves this crowd, and He's taking them under His wing.
    Jesus doesn’t just do this miracle – He masterfully sets the stage with a test for His disciples.
    He told them to feed the crowd by going through and finding what food they could find.
    Instead of obeying, they instruct Jesus as to the folly of His idea – except for Andrew, who manages to come up with one little lunch.
    There was more than one purpose for the test, but one important outcome of this test was how impressed the reader is with the enormity of this need.
    This crowd needs somewhere between 5 and 10 tons of food.
SettingtheTable
    39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 
    There are two words in verse 39 that begin to tip us off regarding the meaning of this miracle.
    The word translated sit, is not the normal word for sitting.  It’s the word recline, and its use of reclining at…guess what – a banquet.
    Jesus says, “Have all the people recline.  Get them ready for a banquet.”
    All four gospel writers used that word – recline, because that’s the word Jesus Himself used, and it’s an important clue about what’s going on.
    Another clue comes from that little word, green.
    Let me tell you something that is very important for you to be aware of - most rabbis by this time believed that the Messianic Banquet would take place in a lush paradise like the Garden of Eden. Daniel S. Steffen, Professor of New Testament, Central American Theological Seminary.  “The Messianic Banquet and the Eschatology of Matthew” Exerpt from his doctoral thesis found at the following web site: http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/books/mat/banquet.htm#P43_12984 
    Up to now, the reader has no idea that there’s anything green around.  Up to this point this place has been described only as a remote wilderness.  
    Now, all of a sudden, they’re reclining in green grass.
    In fact, in John’s account he makes a point of saying, There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down 
    Up to now it’s been a wilderness.  Now it’s suddenly pretty nice.  
    That’s not to suggest the place actually changed.  It's just that the wording that's used changes in tone, to portray a different image.  
    They want to call to the reader’s mind the setting that goes along with the expectations for the Messianic Banquet. 
    40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.  (Kind of reminds you of the arrangement of the Israelites in the wilderness at the time of Moses.)
    41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
    This is another important clue.  
    Here Jesus is acting as the head of the household.  The breaking of the bread and the giving of thanks is not the kind of thing you expect at an events like this.
    However it is the kind of thing that took place every day in the peoples’ homes, as the head of the household would do this each time they began a meal.
    Are you starting to get the picture?  There are a lot of things in the Bible that, once you have an awareness of the setting in the background, the meaning becomes obvious.
    Why make such a point about there being plenty of green grass?  
    Why does Jesus make the people recline as if at a banquet?  
    Why the big emphasis on going through the motions of a family meal?
    You see what the gospel writers are doing?  
    They are accurately reporting what happened, but in doing so they’re painting an Isaiah 25, Messianic Banquet backdrop, because by the time they wrote these gospels they did understand the meaning of this miracle.
    Jesus is letting Israel know that He is the one who is ushering in the Messianic Age, and He’s doing so by providing an all-you-can-eat feast as the people recline in the plush, green grass.
    This is not the ultimate fulfillment of the Messianic Feast promised in the OT.  But it is the initial fulfillment, and serves to announce the inevitability of the ultimate fulfillment.
    So at this point Jesus has masterfully set up the scene to make it crystal clear that the picture is of the great, end-times Messianic Banquet.
    Except there’s only one problem.  At this point all the trappings and images of the Messianic Feast are present…with one exception.  There still no food.
    They still only have 5 biscuits – one biscuit for every 1000 families.
    Can you imagine what’s running through these people’s minds?  These people who have never read Mark 6?  
    What is Jesus going to do?  
TheMiracle
    41 Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people.  He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.  (besides women and children.)
    What is the meaning of this miracle?  Jesus rebuked His disciples for not understanding it.  So let’s make sure we do understand it.
The Meaning of This Miracle:

It Showed Jesus’…

    Like all of His miracles, it shows…
1.	Power
    This miracle is impossible to explain away.
    Jesus created bread and fish ex nehilo – just like when He created everything else in Gn.1.  
    That’s important, because only God can create.  
    And the whole format of this miracle was styled after Elisha’s miracle in 2 Kings 4:42-44.
    Elisha feed a crowd of 100 with 20 loaves.
    There is no question that Jesus is purposely following the pattern of that same miracle.
    * In both cases a large crowd is fed with a small amount of food.
    * In both cases the miracle worker instructs an assistant to feed the multitude himself.
    * In both cases the assistant objects because it’s impossible.
    * In both cases it was not the normal wheat bread, but the unusual barley bread that was used.
    * In both cases, after everyone is done eating, there are leftovers.
    So Jesus purposely mimics a great miracle of the greatest miracle worker in the whole OT, and does the same thing, except at over 1000 times greater magnitude.
    Jesus is the new Moses and the supreme Prophet, the promised Messiah, and Almighty, Creator God.
 
So this miracle shows Jesus’ surpassing, divine power.
    But it’s not a random display of power.  Jesus carefully crafted this miracle to demonstrate his power to bring about the coming Messianic Age.
2.	Messiahship.  
    He is revealing that He is the one who has the power to bring about that wonderful paradise where there will be total provision for everyone.
    As I said a minute ago, the eating and drinking is a common figure of prosperity in Scripture.  
    It’s hard for us to appreciate because we have such wealth.  We can’t relate to what it’s like for people who have to struggle to avoid starving.
    Even in recent history in our own country, a politician who promised a chicken in every pot gained great popularity.  No one could get elected today by promising that.  
    (Imagine a politician: “Vote for me, and everyone will be able to buy a chicken!”)  Now a days if all you can afford is chicken you are poor.
    But even with such amazing provision, we still struggle to trust God.  As we talked about in Sunday School, some people won’t even have children, because they assume God won’t provide, even though we are in one of the wealthiest cultures to ever exist.
    We are living with tremendous wealth.  And so we are very use to the idea of an all-you-can-eat meal.  But for these people, that was as foreign as it could be.
    If we go to any event where food is provided, we expect it to be all-you-can-eat.  But that was unheard-of for the common people back then.  
    It was a privilege enjoyed by kings and the very wealthy.
    For the common people, most of their energy went into working to earn enough money to buy food.  The vast majority of a typical family's income was spent on food.
    Make no mistake – Jesus’ provision of this meal out in the wilderness was a miracle of staggering proportions and very likely went down in these people’s minds as the most astonishing act of power Jesus ever displayed.
    Jesus was signaling the coming of the great Messianic Age of provision and demonstrated His power to bring about.
    And along with that age will come intimate fellowship with God and deliverance from all our troubles for those who truly belong to Him.
    And that brings us to the third meaning.  This miracle showed His power, and showed his messiahship, but it also showed His great love for Israel.
3.	Love
    Jesus didn't come to tell Israel, "That's it – time’s up for you.  Now I'm going to the Gentiles."
    He came to say, "You've been like Gomer.  You've been an adulterous, unfaithful wife.  But I still love you.”  
    “I want to draw you to myself, and spread out a banquet table before you, and enjoy close fellowship and intimate friendship with you."
    Jesus waited until this moment to do this.  And one reason may very well be that he was waiting for the absolute largest crowd that would ever gather before Him.
    It had to be a massive crowd – not just to demonstrate the greatness of Jesus power – it had to be a massive crowd so Jesus could give a massive expression of love.
    Theissen points out that all the gift miracles are spontaneous.  No one requests them. P. 103 the miracle stories of the early Christian tradition, Gerd Theissen fortress press, Philadelphia, 1983.  
    Nobody asked or expected Jesus to turn the water to wine, or to fill the nets with fish, or to provide a meal for the multitudes.
    The only thing that was asked of Jesus here was that He send the crowds away.
    It was an expression of love freely given, arising from nowhere but His own great heart.
    And that brings us full circle back to the motive for this miracle – the motive for this whole day.  Remember?  It was Jesus compassion for the people.  
    He wanted to take them under His wing.  He wanted to shepherd them.  He wanted to gather His people.
    He knew that someday He would gather His people together and heap blessings upon them, and spread out the end-times feast before them, and enjoy communion and fellowship, and deliver them from the wolves forever…
    Someday He would do that in the ultimate sense, but on this day He has such compassion for the people and such love that He doesn’t want to wait.  He wants to shower them with His love now.
    And so He says, “I think I’ll give them a preview of the Messianic Banquet.”
    Nobody asked Him to do that, because His expressions of love are so grand it doesn’t even occur to us to ask for them.
    Israel has been rejecting Christ, they will turned on Him the very next day, and a year later crucify Him.
    But here He offers them, not just food, but all the spectacular blessings of the end times where He will wipe every tear from the people’s faces.
    How are you going to know if you fully understand this miracle?  It became evident that the disciples didn’t grasp it when the faced a severe hardship.
    The way you respond to trouble in this life will be dictated by whether or not you understand about the loaves and the fishes.  
    If you understand Jesus’ promise of the Messianic Banquet and set your hope completely on that, that will make all the difference in the way you live.
Communion
    People have struggled to understand the significance of this miracle in relationship with the Lord’s Supper.  
    On the one hand, there are a lot of things about this that remind us of communion.
    * It is striking that the two miracles of creation that Jesus did involved creating bread and wine. 
    *  Right after doing this miracle Jesus talks about eating His flesh and drinking His blood.  
    *  In this account we see the terms, “take, break, bless” and “give.”  We see all 4 of those terms in every account of the feeding of the 5000, every account of the feeding of the 4000,  and every account of the Lord’s Supper (including the one in 1 Co.11).
    So there seems to be a connection. 
    But on the other hand, this happened before there was such a thing as communion, and so there is no way the people could have understood that to be the meaning.
    So what are we to make of the similarities?
    I think the answer is simple. 
This happened first.  It’s not that this is supposed to remind you of the Lord’s Supper. It’s that the Lord’s Supper is supposed to remind you of this.  
    The reason that kind of language is always used in the descriptions of communion, is because communion is also being described in terms of a family meal.
    Communion is another picture of the fellowship we have with the Lord, and serves as a precursor and picture and reminder and promise of that wonderful, blessed Messianic Feast.
    Communion is a great picture of everything that was symbolized in this miracle.
    Jesus took one lunch and used it to feed everyone who partook.
    And Jesus would later offer Himself as the infinite supply of spiritual food and nourishment for all those who will partake.
    5503 words
Communion
    1. IT IS A REMEMBRANCE 
2. IT IS A CELEBRATION OF CHRIST AS OUR SUSTENENCE 
3. IT IS A SIGN OF THE NEW COVENANT  
4. IT IS A PROCLAMATION OF THE LORD’S DEATH  
5. IT IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP 
8. IT IS A TIME OF SELF-EXAMINATION FOR THE CHURCH  
9. IT IS A TIME OF SELF-EXAMINATION FOR THE INDIVIDUAL 
7. IT IS AN ACT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH ONE ANOTHER
    6. IT IS AN ACT OF FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
1 Co.10:16  Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?
    Ro.8:16-18  Now if we are children, then we are heirs-heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
    Php.3:10-11  I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
    Col.1:24-25  Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 
COMMUNION
    Step in front of the table
    Call the men up.
    Prayer (give thanks for Christ as our sustenance, subsistence, life)
    Pick up the bread
1Co 10:17  Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 
    Pass the bread  “Take a piece, and just hold it, and we will eat together”
    1Co 11:23-24
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."
(eat)
    Give thanks for the cup (death, covenant)
    1Co 11:25-26
In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
(drink)
    Benediction   Isa.43:1-4  But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you…he who formed you: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior… 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you
Review Questions:
1.	What are the clues that Jesus and the gospels writers were purposely trying to call to the reader’s mind the Messianic Banquet in the feeding of the multitude?
2.	What does that tell us about the meaning of this miracle?
 
    

