Life of Jesus vol.3    The Power of Christ  Part 8         tape 194b     6-29-2003
    
1
    
Page 2 of 6
Life of Jesus vol.3    The Power of Christ  Part 8        tape 194b     6-29-2003
    
The Feeding of the 5000 Pt.2 Mk.6:29-45 (Mt.14:12-22, Lk.9:10-17 Jn.6:1-14) 
    We left off last time right in the middle of what is probably the most important miracle Jesus ever performed.
    The Lord makes more of a point of this miracle than any other miracle.  It's the only one of Jesus’ miracles reported in all four Gospels, and a couple different times Jesus rebukes the disciples for not understanding it.
    So we want to make sure we don’t fail to understand it.  
    I told you last time that the passage divides into three parts: the motive, the setting, and the miracle itself.
    Last week we focused on the motive for this miracle, which was Jesus’ compassion.
    Jesus welcomed the crowd even though He knew that whenever the crowds came they gave him more trouble than honor.  
    He could do that because he thought first about their need, not what it would cost Him.
    And their need was for a Good Shepherd.
    More than the physical suffering of the people, more than the emotional suffering of the people, Jesus was moved by the fact that these people did not have godly leaders.
    They were like sheep without a shepherd.
    So Jesus decided to cancel His day off and spend the whole day teaching this crowd.
    It's a very tender picture.  Jesus loves this crowd, and He's taking them under His wing.
    That’s the motive.  Now let’s take a look at the setting.
    Jesus doesn’t just do this miracle – he masterfully sets it up first.  
    Remember, Jesus’ miracles are not haphazard.  They are designed to teach every bit as much as his sermons were designed to teach.
    And in order to teach us the meaning of this miracle, Jesus sets it up.
The Setting 
35 By this time it was late in the day,
    This was supposed to be their day off.  Instead they spent the entire day ministering to the very crowds they were trying to escape…
    Except now this crowd is much, much bigger.  
    They’ve been going all day, and now it’s getting late.  
    so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat." 
    Normally these people would have gone home at a reasonable time, so that they could go and get some food.  But they just couldn't pull themselves away from Jesus.
    And so now there's a problem.  Even if Jesus did send them away, it's not like they could just stop at Taco Bell, or go to grocery store.
    Most food that was available in these little towns was consumed by the end of the day each day.
    In v.44 we see that there were 5000 men in this crowd, and Matthew adds that there were women and children as well. The mention of the men may have pointed up the seriousness of the comments John makes that the crowd was going to make Jesus their King by force.  What Jesus has before Him is a pretty good-sized army.  If you are going to be a revolutionary leader, starting out in one day with an army of 5000 men is a pretty good start.
    Over 70 percent of our membership are women and children.  If they had the same proportions, the crowd would have been well over 15,000 people.
    And since they tended to have much larger families, it could have been well in excess of 20,000.
    This is the largest crowd we ever see in Jesus’ ministry.
    The size of this crowd is important.  All four gospels make a point of it.
    Keep in mind this is a very rural part of the country.
    The largest nearby towns were Capernaum and Bethsaida which had between 2 and 3 thousand people each.
    There is no way that a little town of 2000, at the end of the day, is going to be able to even begin to feed a crowd this size.
    Just imagine what an amazing thing this must have been just to have this many people gathered in one place.
    I doubt that had ever happened in Galilee for any reason – ever.  Jesus had attracted a lot of crowds, but never anything like this.
    And remember, this is not a publicized event.  There were no fliers or mailers or newspaper ads or radio announcements.
    It’s obvious something very big is happening.
    Even if Jesus didn’t do a miracle this would be a very dramatic high point in the life of Christ just because of the size of the crowd.
    We are used to seeing large crowds, but it’s very likely that this is the first time anyone there – including Jesus, had seen a crowd anywhere near this size in their lifetime.
    Imagine yourself standing there with the disciples and Jesus.  You were exhausted to begin with, which is why you came here.  Now you’ve spent the whole day ministering to all these people…
    You’re tired, famished, spent, drained…
    And you stand there and look out over this ocean of people.
    So when they point out this problem about food, it’s a significant problem.  And they would just as soon it be the people’s problem, not their problem.
    And so the suggestion they make to Jesus is that He send them away.
The Test

    But in Matthew’s account we find that Jesus responded by saying "They do not need to go away."
    37 But he answered, "You give them something to eat." 
    We don’t need to send this crowd away.  You guys just feed them.
    John tells us that Jesus specifically singled out Philip when he said this, and it was a test.
    Jn.6:5 When Jesus looked up and 6 saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.
    Philip was from Bethsaida.  So Jesus directs the question to him.
    Jesus had already decided that He was going to miraculously feed this crowd.  He knew nobody was going to be buying any food.  
    But first He wanted to test the disciples to see if there was the slightest indication that they understood who He was.
    Philip had been with Jesus from the very beginning and had seen all His miracles – including the very first one, where Jesus revealed His glory by creating wine.
    And now they had just returned from a trip in which Jesus enabled them to do miracles.  
    The crowd understands Jesus’ ability to do miracles – that’s why they’re here.
    So you might expect Philip and the rest of the disciples to respond by saying, “Lord, if you will, you could feed them all easily with Your power.”
    I don’t think there’s any question that the way this is presented the reader is supposed to be reminded of the Israelites wandering in the desert with Moses – there are so many similarities.
    When Israel was in the desert at that time, they witnessed miracle after miracle.
    And their great sin was to see all of that and then assume that God wouldn’t be able to provide food.
    Ps.78:11-21
They forgot what he had done, and and the wonders he had shown them. 12 He did miracles in the sight of their fathers in the land of Egypt… 13 He divided the sea and led them through;he made the water stand firm like a wall. 14 He guided them with the cloud by day and with light from the fire all night. 15 He split the rocks in the desert and gave them water as abundant as the seas; 16 he brought streams out of a rocky crag and made water flow down like rivers. 
17 But …19 They spoke against God, saying, "Can God spread a table in the desert? 21 When the LORD heard them, he was very angry; his fire broke out against Jacob, and his wrath rose against Israel, 
    They had seen all the miracles, and they said, "Sure God can do all that, but can He spread a table in the desert?"  (And the implication is, "I doubt it.") 
    He did fine with the crises of the past, but I doubt he can handle this present crisis.
    For that they were punished.   
    It is inexcusable to be a witness of the mighty power of Christ, and then assume He cannot provide.
    Jesus wanted to see if his disciples had that same attitude.
    So Jesus tells the apostles to feed the crowd.  And in verse 37 we see their response.
    They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?
    If you make $40,000 a year, that’s about $26,000.  
    Picking up the tab at a restaurant is one thing, but $26,000 is something else - especially when your organization only has 13 people.
    And it must have been obvious even to them that the financial aspect was only the tip of the iceberg.  
    Even if they could buy food for 20,000 people, if each person had 8 ounces of food, that would be five tons of food that the 12 would have to haul back from the villages.  (That’s almost a half a ton per Apostle.)
    So Philip asks, “Do you really want to spend $26,000 on an impulse for a single event that’s almost over anyway?  Even that wouldn’t be enough just for every one to have a single bite.”  
    Jesus asked for obedience and instead they give Him mathematics.
    So it appears they didn't do too well in this test.
    And you might be thinking, "is that really a fair test?  How are they supposed to know that Jesus is going to do a miracle here?  
    When Jesus said, "Let's cross the lake," did He expect them to say, "Lord, You could make us fly across the lake"?
    They had been eating meals with Jesus every day, and they had always done it the normal way.  They went to the market, bought some food, and cooked it.
    Jesus didn't expect them to ask for miracle on those occasions.  So how are they supposed to know that He wants to do a miracle on this occasion?
    This is an important question for us to ask, because it's not God will for us to expect a miracle every time we see a need.
    If you oversleep, God doesn't want you to expect to be instantly transported to work.  He wants you to get up, get dressed and get there is quick as you can.
    So in fairness to the disciples, how were they supposed to know what Jesus wanted them to do?
    And the answer is, all they had to do was to express faith in Christ, trust Him to be able to handle the situation, and obey Him.
    Jesus didn't ask “How much money will it cost?”  He said, “Where will we buy the food?”
    Jesus is asking for expression of faith, and they respond with a lecture on how impossible it was.
    Why does Jesus do this?
    Do you think the Lord places those tests in front of you so that you can inform Him how impossible it is?  
    Do you think God plants an idea in your head for a ministry that sounds totally farfetched so that you can turn around show Him on paper that it will never work?
    Or do you think He wants you to say, “You want me to feed the multitude?  Yes Lord.  I’ll obey.” And then go round up whatever loaves and fishes you can.  
    Do what you can, and then trust the Lord to supernaturally multiply what you offer Him.
    Next time the Lord places an impossible situation before you, instead of getting exasperated, ask yourself, “Could it be that God wants me to realize just how impossible the situation really is right now, so that when He does provide a way through I will appreciate the fact that He has provided?”
    There’s a reason He didn’t do the miracle in v.34.  He wanted to bring them to a point of realizing the enormity of the need, and that requires going a while without providing.  
    Watch out, because God will do that in your life.  
    He might bring you to a point of great need, so He will be glorified when you cry out to Him and He provides.  
    But for that to work, it may be that you have to come to a profound awareness of the need.
    And for you to come to that profound awareness, you may have to be in desperate need for years and years.
    So many times in the Psalms we read that the psalmist cried out and God responded.  And sometimes we might assume that it happened immediately.
    But if you look carefully at those Psalms, and see how much anxiety and consternation and desperation and sometimes physical deterioration there is, you realize that the desperation was stretched over a long period of time
    This test is all part of the setting.  Before doing the miracle the Lord wants to make it clear how absolutely impossible this is from a human viewpoint.
    " 38 "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see." When they found out, they said, "Five-and two fish." John tells us that it was Andrew Simon Peter’s brother) who found this food.  And he didn’t just bring the food to Jesus – he brought the boy.)  
    So there are thousands and thousands of people, and one kid has food – that’s it.
    “How did that happen?”  Remember how this crowd got here.
    They saw Jesus leave, they were in a panic to be with Him, and so they literally ran around to the other side of the lake to beat Him there.
    They just took off  – no time to pack a lunch…except this kid.  
    His mom was like some of your moms were.  Everyone else is running off to see Jesus – except you.  “You’re not going anywhere without a lunch.”
    She packed him 5 “loaves.”  Those are not like our loaves.  A better word would probably be biscuits.  And they were made from barley instead of wheat.  That’s significant.
    This must have been a poor little boy.  
    Israel was a land rich in wheat, and wheat was not expensive.  And this kid is eating barely.
    Barley bread was dry and course, and was considered food for the beasts – not for people.  But the very poor people had to eat it.  That’s what this little boy had.
    The fish were little tiny ones that were pickled and used as a relish to help the bread go down.
    Think about this scene.  Jesus gave an assignment.  Go out among a crowd of 5000 families, and round up whatever food you can.  We have a vast multitude to feed, so see what you can do.
    That’s the assignment.  How does Andrew do?  Jesus gave him the task of getting food for 5000 men +, and so he goes out and comes up with 5 barely biscuits?
    “Good one, Andrew.  Nice work.  You really managed to come up with a lot of food.”
    That has to be the worst job of supplying food for a crowd I have ever seen.
    With an offering that meager, it’s a wonder Andrew even offered it.
    I’ve been at events where they’ve run out of food before, but I’ve never seen anything this bad.
    And Andrew knew it.  He said how far will they go among so many?"
    Andrew’s faith falters too.   “All we have are 5 loaves and 2 fishes.”  Brunner: They counted up to 7.  
    And that was their problem.  They should have counted to 8.
    They should have said, “we have the five loaves, plus two fish, plus one miracle working Messiah – that’s plenty.”
    But they didn’t.  They stopped at 7.
    How do you handle problems in your life?  Can you count past seven?
    If Christianity is anything its supernaturalism, right?  We believe in the supernatural.
    We count to 8.  We take the Lord’s power into consideration when we evaluate every situation.
    That’s not to say that we always demand that He perform miracles.  We understand that most of the time he works through providence.
    But either way we take into consideration divine power.
    If when you assess your resources, all you see is the natural ones, you can forget about any effectiveness in ministry.
    We make decisions at Creekside routinely that from the human perspective seem ridiculous, because we count to 8.  We understand that we serve an all-sufficient, almighty God.
    So Andrew brings the little lunch, and those little loaves and fishes are all he can see.  
    But, at least he obeyed.  
    The rest of the Apostles seemed to think it was a waste of time.
    Sometimes obedience can fill in for faith for a while.  When your faith falters, your obedience can carry you along.  When you run out of both, you are really in trouble.
    What Andrew offered was next to nothing, yet Christ took that and did what is apparently the most important miracle He ever did.  It turned out to be plenty for everyone with lots left over.
    You may think what you have to offer is so little, it’s not even worth offering. 
    You think that your gifts are no consequence.  You think that your ministry is of no value.  You think your skills and abilities are so inadequate that it would be a mockery for you to even attempt ministry.
    Think again.  
    The issue isn’t what you have to offer, it’s that you offer what you have.   
    Do you think Jesus would have had trouble if Andrew only found 2 cakes instead of 5?  Would it be any less miraculous if Andrew had come up with 10 or 15 cakes?  No.
    This is the way serving the Lord works: you offer what you have to offer, and God takes it, multiplies it, and does great things for His kingdom with it.  
    But He requires that 1st you give Him something to multiply.
    He didn’t just create wine at the wedding; he required them to bring water.
    You might think, “I just have this one little skill,” or “I just have this tiny little fragment of time that I can offer.  I don’t even know if it’s worth offering.”
    Offer it.  And watch him multiply it.  
    If you think you need to give Him a lot to work with, you don’t understand how He works.
    Andrew thought he was just bringing a few useless scraps to Jesus.  
    But he was wrong.  That’s not what he was bringing.  He was bringing material for a miracle.  
    Your little bit you have to offer is not a little bit – it’s miracle material.
    Jesus could have made all the bread and fish He wanted out of thin air.  He could have made any kind of feast He wanted. 
    But God usually doesn’t work that way.  He uses people.
    God can do anything, but very often if you don’t do anything, He doesn’t do anything.
    He wants us to do what we can do, and He does everything else from that point.   He wants you to offer Him miracle material.
    He could do it all, but He doesn’t.  He leaves what we are capable of doing to us.  
    He raises Lazarus from the dead because we can’t do that.  But He doesn’t use His power to move the stone or remove the grave clothes – he leaves that to men.  
    We can’t change men’s hearts, but we can proclaim the gospel.  And so God waits for us to proclaim the gospel before he changes men’s hearts.
    This is a great lesson for ministry. God wants to minister to people, but He wants to do it through you.
    39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.  (Kind of reminds you of the arrangement of the Israelites in the wilderness at the time of Moses.)
    There is still no food at this point.  Just 5 biscuits – that’s one biscuit for every 1000 families.
    And there they all are reclining.
    And I’m sure everyone is very curious as to what is about to happen.  (Remember, these people have never read Mark 6.)
    What is Jesus going to do?  
    While, are you ready for this miracle?
    Jesus isn’t.  There’s one more thing He needs to do first.
    The Blessing
    41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
    The word translated gave thanks is the word blessing.  Jesus offered a blessing.
    In the Jewish culture, before and after every meal, the head of the household would do this – he would offer a blessing.
    Jesus is acting here as the head of the household, and the household is none other than the nation of Israel.
    The symbolism of that is important.
    And the offering of the blessing is also important.  Jesus purposely ignored many of the Jewish traditions.  He routinely trampled on traditions that they thought were sacred.
    But this was a tradition He always followed.  Jesus never eats any food in the Bible without first offering a blessing.
    And it’s important for us to do that too.
    1 Tim 4:4-5  For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.
    When we give thanks for our food, it sets that food a part as special, because we recognize it as a gift from God.
    Don’t get confused about that.  When we say a blessing, we are not blessing the food.
    A lot of people are mixed up on that point.  They think we’re trying to do something to the food.  I hear people say that all the time – “Let’s bless the food.”
    Jesus never blessed any food.  He blessed God.
    The prayer would begin, “Blessed are you O God, king of the universe who brings forth food from the earth…”
    It was gratitude expressed in praise.
    In last week’s Daily Camera there was a big headline: “Saying grace still a mealtime ritual in many faiths.” The Boulder Daily Camera, Saturday, June 21 p.D1. 
    The article had a “believe it or not, this is actually true” kind of tone, as the reporter struggled to come up with an explanation for why so many people would cling to this ritual.
    So she interviewed Mark Jurgensmeyer, professor of sociology and religious studies at UC Santa Barbara.  (I guess it didn’t occur to her to just go up to someone in a restaurant who gives thanks and ask him why he did it).
    The religion expert told her, “It’s not just that the food is blessed, but that the process of eating is itself is a renewal.  The idea of ingestion is almost universal within religious traditions as a sacramental act."
    People talk about saying grace, or blessing the food.  The point of the prayer is not to bless the food; it's to bless God.
    Ro.14:6  He who regards one day as special, does so to the Lord. He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.
    1 Cor.10:30  If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of something I thank God for?
    Blessing God out of gratitude for our food at each meal is something that Jesus always did and that Scripture calls us to do as well.
    So here they all are.  They are all seated.  They are seated as if at a meal.  The blessing has been given...  
    Thousands of people ready to eat, sitting there staring at these 5 little biscuits.
    Now the miracle.
The Miracle 
    41 Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people.  He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied 
    Wait a minute.  Where’s the miracle?
    In the beginning of verse 40 there are still only 5 biscuits and 2 fish.  Now there’s plenty of food for everyone.  Where did the miracle happen?
    If you were here the last couple summers as we have been studying Jesus’ miracles, you’re used to this by now.  
    The gospel writers spend a lot of time describing the context so we can understand the miracle, but they’re not into sensationalism.
    In fact, they are so subdued in their descriptions, that they don’t even describe the miracle.
    That’s another one of the great evidences for the reliability of the gospel writers.  They don’t sound like people making up a story.
    When people make up a miracle story it’s always very flashy and exciting, and embellished.
    But the gospel writers put it into the most understated terms possible while still describing what happened.
    Jesus’ miracles are so powerful that don’t need to be flashy.
    If we want to do something impressive, it has to be accompanied by fireworks and strobe lights and lasers and loud music, so that everyone will know that this is an impressive thing.
    But Jesus’ works are so mighty, that He doesn’t need any of that.
    43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.  (besides women and children.)
    They did that, because Jesus told them to.  He emphatically told them to pick every last scrap up.
    Why does he do that?  What is this?  Keep Bethsaida clean month?  Why pick up the scraps?  Since when is God into economy? Every time there’s a cup in the Bible it’s always overflowing.  Almost every page of the Bible talks about God’s superabundance overflowing all over the place.
    The Lord already demonstrated His superabundant provision by feeding this many people and by giving them all they could eat.
    The purpose of picking up the scraps points to something else.
    If you think of it, 12 baskets of leftovers is not that much – especially when you consider what kind of baskets these were.  
    These are small wicker baskets shaped kind of like a bottle that the Jews used for lunchboxes. Jews were known for always carrying around these baskets.  They carried kosher food around in them, because they had to make sure they didn’t violate their dietary restrictions.   
    If you have ever planned an event where you had to serve food, you know that it’s very hard to guess how much food people will eat – especially if it’s an all-you-can-eat meal.
    Jesus created enough food for 10 to 20 thousand hungry people to eat all they wanted, and afterward He made them pick up every last scrap.  
In Jn.6:12 He says, Let nothing perish.  He wants them to pick up every last bit so He can make a point.
    For one thing, it shows the precision of the miracle.   After an all-you-can-eat feed for thousands, and there were exactly enough leftovers to fill 12 lunchboxes (not 13, not 11).
    We just have a fellowship meal for 60 or 70 people and we carry out 3 huge garbage bags.  
    The reason for that extraordinary precision is in the symbolism of the No. 12.
    For one thing, there were 12 Apostles.  Can you imagine the impact this would have on those men?
    12 guys collect leftovers from 20,000 people and end up with exactly twelve lunchboxes full?
    Jesus is making a statement about His provision for them.
    It’s just like the manna – they each had enough for one day, and would have to trust the Lord for the next day.
    And more significantly, the No. 12 represented the 12 tribes of Israel.  Jesus is making a statement about His ability to provide for Israel.
    He’s the one who has the power to bring about that wonderful age to come when there will be abundant provision for everyone.
    We’ll talk more about that when we get to the feeding of the 4000, which is directed to the Gentiles.
    So, what is the meaning of this miracle?  Jesus rebuked His disciples for not understanding it.  So let’s make sure we do understand it.
    Like all of His miracles, it shows…
1.	Jesus’ Power
    People come up with theories to explain the other miracles.  A dead person might not have really been dead, a storm may have been dying down anyway, a demon might have been a mental disease…
    But when the liberals tried to explain away this miracle they just make absolute fools of themselves. Barclay says all the people already had food, and all Jesus did was shame them into sharing.
    This miracles is impossible to explain away.  Jesus created bread and fish ex nehilo – just like when He created everything else in Gn.1.  That’s important, because only God can create.  
    Think about that food.  Where did those fish come from?  What sea did they swim in?  Those fish never swam.  Who grew the barley?  What field did it come from?  There was no field, no farmer, no soil.  
    They had more left over than they started with.  This is a miracle of creation.
    It’s also significant that Jesus dialed his miracles after the pattern of miracles done by Moses, Elijah and Elisha.
    Those three were the greatest miracle workers of all time.   And so Jesus very often does a miracle that is unmistakably similar to one of their miracles, but orders of magnitude greater.
    We saw that with the resurrection at Nain, and we see it again here.
    2 Kings 4:42-44
A man came from Baal Shalishah, bringing the man of God twenty loaves of barley bread baked from the first ripe grain, along with some heads of new grain. "Give it to the people to eat," Elisha said. 
43 "How can I set this before a hundred men?" his servant asked. 
But Elisha answered, "Give it to the people to eat. For this is what the LORD says: 'They will eat and have some left over.'" 44 Then he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over, according to the word of the LORD. 
    No one did greater miracles than Elisha.  Elisha’s miracles even eclipsed those of Elijah.
    Then along comes Jesus and absolutely dwarfs Elisha’s miracles.
    The same goes for Moses.  
    Through Moses, God provided manna, through Elijah, He multiplied the widow’s oil and flour, and through Elisha He multiplies 20 loaves to feed 100 people.  
    So this miracle shows Jesus’ surpassing, divine power.
    But it’s not a random display of power.  Jesus carefully crafted this miracle to demonstrate his power to do one specific thing – something that absolutely dominated the Jews’ thinking whenever they wrote about the end times.
    - and rightly so, because it’s perhaps the greatest promise in the entire OT.
    I intentionally skipped it all this morning, because it became obvious about midnight last night as I was working on this that it would be absolutely impossible to get it all in in one sermon.
    So the major thrust and major meaning of this miracle – one of the most heartwarming and exciting things you will see anywhere on the pages of Scripture, the primary significance of this miracle that the Apostles were rebuked for not understanding…  That we will have to delve into next week.
    BENEDICTION: Eph.3:20,21  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever
Matt 14:12-21
12 John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 
    
    13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 
    Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
    15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food." 
    16 Jesus replied, "They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat."  
    17 "We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish," they answered. 
    
    
18 "Bring them here to me," he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, 
    and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
    
    
John 6:1-15
    
    
    
6:1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias),
     2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 
5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?"  6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 
    7 Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" 
    8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, 9 "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" 
    
10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 
    12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted."  13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
    14 After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say, "Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." 15 Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. 
    
    
Luke 9:9-18
9 But Herod said, "I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him. 
    10 When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 
    
11 but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 
    
    
12 Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here." 
    13 He replied, "You give them something to eat." 
    They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish-unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.) 
    
    
    But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each."  15 The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, 
    
    and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 
    18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the crowds say I am?"  
    
    
Mark 6:29-44
29 On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
    30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest."  
32 So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
    35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat." 
    37 But he answered, "You give them something to eat." 
    They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?" 38 "How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see." When they found out, they said, "Five-and two fish." 
    39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all ate and were satisfied, 
    43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand. 
    
    


 
    

