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Authority in Preaching and over Demons 	Mark 1:21-28	tape 28

Miracles have meanings

Review - tapes
Mark 1:21-26
23 a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24"What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-the Holy One of God!" 
25"Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 26The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
1:50
22 The people were amazed 
A very strong term - lit to receive a blow and be knocked back or knocked out.  Lex - to be out of one's mind with amazement.  Something that is so astounding that you can’t even think it through.  Leaves you speechless. 

Why? You would expect a doozy of a miracle in v.21  (like re-arranging the stars)
21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 
That's it.  

"This must have been His best sermon ever - His magnum opus"  No, this is what it was like to be around Him all the time.  (We only have summaries)
 3:48
There are other terms for amazement, but if we track just this one…
Mt.7:28 the crowds were amazed at His teaching;
Mt.13:54 He came to His hometown and began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where did this man get this wisdom 
Mt.19:25 they were very astonished
Mt.22:33 the crowds…were astonished at His teaching.
Mk.1:22 They were amazed at His teaching; 
Mk.6:2 the many listeners were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things, and what is this wisdom given to Him, 
Mk.7:37 They were utterly astonished, 
Mk.10:26 They were even more astonished
Mk.11:18 the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.
Lk.2:48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; 
Lk.4:32 and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority.
Lk.9:43 And they were all amazed 
Get the idea?

Summed up best by the guards sent to arrest him in the Temple in Jn.7 (too early - Jesus knows he's not supposed to die until ch.19)  They return without him and all they can say is, "No one ever spoke like this man."
5:04
There have been entertaining speakers, deep thinkers, dynamic communicators, but Jesus was in a completely different category.

Just like today, lots of people had various opinions, but the most authoritative voice on spiritual things by far was that of the Scribe (teachers of the law).

They new the teachings of the greatest theological minds inside and out, and they used to brag about that, saying things like, “Never in my life have I ever said anything that I didn’t hear from my teachers.”
6:14
They lived their whole lives inside a set of quotation marks.  They had shifted from studying the Bible to studying the theology of the great theologians.  

The result was they were shallow, boring & dry.

They developed a religion that was a joyless, petty, complicated maze of powerless human ideas and opinions that held the people in the deathgrip of legalism.
22The people were amazed … because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the scribes. 

There is only one kind of person who had ever been more authoritative than the scibe: the Prophet.  

Ave person: “This is what I think the Bible says” 
Scribe: “this is what the great rabbis think the Bible means.”  Prophets: “Thus saith the Lord” (What I’m about to say isn’t in the Bible, and you can add it to the Bible)
8
But that was very rare (400 yr).  And what they could say was very limited – a specific message.  No prophet was ever in full time prophesy mode.

But Jesus didn’t say 
-	This is my opinion
-	So say the great rabbis
Or even
-	Thus saith the Lord
He said “Thus saith Me.”
Every word out of His mouth was the Word of God (Jn.14:10)
8:50
What was it like to hear Him?
You can tell how sure someone is of something by the way he says it.
“Isle 9…”  

Talk to an expert, and you can tell.  Salespeople – can tell the difference between those who pretend to be knowledgeable, and those who are.  

When a person has a high level of confidence, you tend to assume they know what they are talking about.

Jesus spoke with a confidence they had never witnessed ever, and it was obvious just from the way he said them that it was true.   It was the voice of God..
10:03
But it went beyond just His confidence.  It doesn’t say He spoke authoritatively.  He spoke as one having authority speaks.

This has to do not only with the delivery, but also with the content.  He said things no one had ever said before.  He taught things about God that a mere human couldn’t possible know.

Like a person descending into an ant hill.
11:25
There have been deep thinkers, but Jesus was much more than that.
Our minds are like spoons.  Some of us are a little shallow - like a teaspoon.  Others are deep - like a soupspoon.  Jesus is like the ocean.  That's why he amazed people so much with his teaching.  Their little teaspoon brains couldn't fathom the tidal waves of wisdom and truth that came from the depths of his Divine Mind.

His words were so deep.  Thousands of years of study have not exhausted them.  His words are like a diamond mine - dig a few feet and get more than could possible ever haul out.  A few more feet and 10X more, a few more feet and 1000X more than that.
12:47
23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out,  

Demon Possession

– a lot of garbage (Niel Anderson “The Bondage Breaker”)
Go around compiling info from their experiences.  Interesting that they are always running into demons (other people don’t constantly run into demons, and if they were effective against demons you wouldn’t really expect the demons to congregate around them!)

They all come up with the same basic stuff (get the demon’s name, find out how he got in, rebuke it, bind it, etc.)  The problem is, the stuff they come up with doesn’t really match the accounts of demon possession in the NT.
“But those are exceptional instances”  Everything we need to know about demons is in the Bible
How to Meet the Enemy is good 
14:39
-	What is a demon?  Where do they come from?  What do they do?  What is possession?  Xians?

Term is from OT – supernatural beings – but no negative connotation.  In NT we find out they are evil spirits. 

Where did they come from?  Often thought to be fallen angels.  Some of them are. Rev.12:7-9 the dragon and his angels

But there are other spiritual beings besides angels. Cherubim, Seraphim, princes (OT), NT Michael = the archangel (OT one of the chief princes, the great prince), holy ones, living creatures, mighty ones

Thrones Col.1:16 
Rulers Eph.1:21, Col.1:16 \ Eph.6:12
Authorities Eph.1:21, Col.1:16, 2:10, \ 1 Pe.3:18, Col.2:15, Eph.6:12 
Powers Eph.1:21, Col.1:16, 2:10, \ 1 Pe.3:18, Col.2:15, Eph.6:12
Dominions Eph.1:21
spiritual forces of evil Eph.6:12
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1 Peter 3:22 distinguishes angels from  authorities and powers 

In Daniel we see that some are more powerful than others.

They are persons 
-	they have tremendous intelligence (2 Sam.17:14,20, Mt.24:36 – angels  here, 1 Ti.4:1 - demons)
-	they have emotions (Job 38:7) demons – here, Jas.2:19
they have a will (1 Pe.1:12)  demons – Lk.8:31

They are tremendously powerful beings. 2 Pe.2:11 – they are stronger and more powerful than us. (an apostle speaking)

They terrorized the people in Galilee - the most powerful beings they knew.  WAY beyond them.  They had a lot of incantations like today, but didn't work very well.
17:23
It's hard for us to appreciate the power they have because they are not physical beings.  We take a kind of cavalier attitude toward them.  People go around rebuking Satan and commanding him to do all kinds of things, making jokes about him, etc. 
This is foolish.  Satan and demons are very dangerous. 
17:46
They can do physical harm.  In 2 Ki.19 one angel killed 185,000 armed Assyrian soldiers.  The demons are comparable.  One detained an (awesome) angel (vv.5,6) for 3 weeks in Dan.10:12-14,20.  Michael finally had to help - but not even Michael will speak against Satan (Jd.1:9)  Slandering the Devil is a sign of a false teacher (God's people know better).
But won't God protect me?"  Not necessarily.  Yes, God protects you from ultimate harm, but sometimes he lets people suffer the consequences of their own foolishness.  Would you walk up to a bunch of thugs in a dark alley in NY City at night and make fun of them saying, "It's OK, God will protect me."  The weakest demon is more powerful than the strongest street thug - and more evil and vicious.
18:25
A demon can hurt you.  It can brake your bones, give you horrible diseases, drive you insane, etc.  "But it could never kill me.  Look at Job."  Oh yeah?  What about Job's kids?

The spiritual forces of evil are a real problem.  According to Eph.6:12, our dealings with demons are characterized as a "struggle."  That is, there is a hostile, adversarial relationship between demons and believers – requires armor!	

1 Pe.5:8 described Satan as similar to a lion.  He is aggressive and dangerous, and the threat of his attack should cause us to be self-controlled and alert just to keep from being devoured.  

he is formidable and dangerous.  	
James 4:7 adds that we must resist (fight against) Satan. 
19:50

- what is possession?  

Not a biblical term - have a demon, with a demon or demonized
- The demon is spoken of as being in the person.  They like to inhabit people. (perhaps to display power which explains why there is so much more demonization in places that are polytheistic)
- what do they do?
·	they made the man at Gadera live in tombs, made him strong and violent and naked.  
· the man in Mt.9 mute
· Mt.12 blind and mute
· boy in Mt.17 lunacy, extreme illness often fire and water
· here throw down and convulse and would have injured
· Lk 8 give tremendous strength and drive into desert
· Lk9 slam to ground and convulse
22:08
Some say those are just the extreme cases, and there is a difference between possessed oppressed, obsessed, depressed, etc.  But it's more like being pregnant.  either you have a demon or not.  (not exactly like being pregnant – being PG is better)

Can a Xian be demonized?  No - 1 Co.10:13, but you can be harmed.

there is no automatic, total protection afforded to believers by God.  We are warned to watch, resist, and defend against satanic and demonic attack.
23:31
So here Jesus is in the S just having preached, and now he is going to encounter this demon.  

This is very important.  If Jesus is the Messiah, He is going to have to have to ability to take care of the problem of evil, and if He is going to be the sovereign King of everything, He is going to have to have the power to handle the second greatest power in the universe. 

The miracles = previews.

Lk.11:20  if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

1 Jn.3:8  The reason the Son of God appeared (!) was to destroy the devil's work.
26
Picture the scene – very dramatic 
23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out,  
Lk.4:33 …at the top of his voice, 
What happens in a case like this?  Something like this happened in Acts 19, and they approached the demonized man with 7 exorcists – 7 experts on casting out demons.

And they used all the right lingo – we cast you out in the name of Jesus of Naz.”

“We know Jesus, but who are you?” and the demon attacked them.  Beat up all 7 – beat them bloody, and tore off their clothes.

This is a showdown.  Jesus had exhibited tremendous power, but so have the demons.  The demons are the most powerful beings these people knew.  How will Jesus do against the forces of evil?  How will this man fare against spiritual powers?
This should be the battle of the century.  The Messiah against the demonic host.  What will happen?  

Several years ago there was a world heavyweight boxing championship match.  Mike Tyson & Evander Holyfield.  Two of the greatest fighters ever. That fight grossed hundreds of millions, because no one knew who would win, both were so formidable.  
27:41
People want to see a good fight.  That's why on the action movies the hero, who is incredibly strong, always has a hard time against the chief villain even after going through the rest of the bad guys like waste paper.  No one wants to see Evander Holifield box a 95 year old woman.

Is that how it was with Jesus and Satan?  Did Satan almost knock Him out, but at the last moment Jesus was victorious after a long, difficult struggle?  Let's see.
28:37
v.24 (Lk.4:34 "Ha! – no meaning – just a sound that comes out when afraid)
"What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-the Holy One of God!"

Mk.1:25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 
 26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.
(Luke adds without injuring him.)

No incantations.  No struggle.  No difficulty.  No resistance.  Just 2 simple commands: "Shut up" and "get out" and the demon goes off screaming.
29:50
Mk.1:27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching--and with authority! (Lk. – and power)  He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him."     
The people were amazed at the effortlessness of it.  For us it's almost a let down - no drama.  It wasn't the fight of the century.  It wasn't even a fight.  

It wasn’t like Evander H & Mike T, it was more like Evander H vs. a rag doll.

The demon took one look at who he was facing and panicked.  He just screamed and asked if he was about to be destroyed.  (Knows it’s going to happen)

He didn't fight or even resist - just begged for mercy.  These people had never seen a demon beg for anything.
31:27
Whenever demons see Jesus they panic.  No one had to tell them who Jesus was.  They know the second member of the Trinity.  (Acts 19 " Paul we are aware of, and Jesus we KNOW,  but who are you.)  

They are TERRIFIED Jas.2:19 (that's how bad hell will be).  Gadera - They knew it wasn't time (OT didn't say that - must have been paying close atten. to Jesus' teaching) but they are terrified anyway 
32:12
When anyone else tries to cast out a demon, there is a real question whether or not the demon will ever come out.  But when Jesus is there, the demons are ready to go, they just want to know where  are allowed to go.
(Remember the account in Mt.8 when the demons beg him to let them go into the pigs?)

Such authority!  TT Mt.12
32:45
People run around thinking they have authority and power over demons.  They are deluded.  
Matt 12:29
how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.
 (would have to be MUCH stronger).

You couldn't get into that house - you don't have the power.  Only One Person is that strong, and He can do it, and He does it effortlessly.  Without breaking a sweat he ties his so tight in the Book of Rev. he can't move for 1000 years.
35:05
Power over the forces of Satan is miraculous power. (We don’t have it)  Only Jesus has that kind of power.  The ability to cast out demons is an ability that always appears in list of miraculous abilities. (Hanagraph)
35:42
A good actor could speak with more authority than he has, and could probably fool some people.  How do we know Jesus wasn’t doing that?  Because He proved His authority with His power.   

This is why He made casting out demons such a major emphasis in his ministry.
Mt.4:24 they brought to Him …demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.

Mk.1:34 He healed many who were ill with various diseases, and cast out many demons;
Mk.1:39 And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons.
In Mk.3 He grants the auth. to his disc.
 Lk.4:41 Demons also were coming out of many, 
 Lk.11:20 "But if I cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.
Lk.13:31 Just at that time some Pharisees approached, saying to Him, "Go away, leave here, for Herod wants to kill You."
 32 And He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I reach My goal.'
Acts 10:38 (summary of Jesus' ministry)  Jesus of Nazareth ..went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; 
Mk.1:32 the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 …He drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak 
38:17
How do we know Jesus has the authority to speak as God?  
He had authority over demons,  disease, circumstances, the wind & the waves, life & death.

What do we learn? 
#1 Until you can drive out demons, control the wind and waves, and raise the dead, you have no business speaking with authority about spiritual things from your own experience.  (Neil Anderson, Oprah – or “I met 12 mormons, and they were really nice, therefore God won’t send them to hell”)

If you want to speak authoritatively about spiritual things, don’t tell me about your experiences – show me some miracles.
40:07
#2 When you are speaking the words of Jesus, you have no business speaking without authority.

If Jesus or one of the people He commissioned to write the NT say something is sin, we don’t call it a mistake.

If the Bible says Drunkards, liars and homosexuals won’t enter the K of H, we don’t soften those words.

Nor can we alter those words. 

Don’t go out into the world and say “Well, in my opinion…” or “I was raised to believe…” and go on to quote Scripture. 

#3  This is another preview.  Jesus can and will eliminate evil someday.

The “problem” of evil tonight.  For now – Like it or not, evil does exist.  And it is a terrible thing.  It grates on the human soul (because we were never designed to be exposed to evil).

Even atheists who claim there is no standard of good and evil – deep down they wish there were no evil.

The important thing isn’t why evil exists – the important thing is what is God going to do about it?

A: Messiah is going to eradicate it someday.  

“Why not now?”  Do you ever do wrong things?  He would have to eradicate you 

Rev 21:27 Nothing impure will ever enter it

Some people are annoyed at God because of the evil that human beings carry out.  Don’t be annoyed at God – He’s the One who is going to eliminate it.

Have you been hurt by someone?  Mistreated?  Abused?  Are you upset about injustice, hypocrisy, etc?   How would you like to live in a world where there is none of that?

There have been other religious leaders who lived pretty clean lives, but Jesus Christ is the only One who ever even claimed to be able to eradicate all evil, and He proved that He indeed can.

Because of His mercy, you have a choice.  
*  You can someday know the joy of living in a universe without evil
·	you can be swept away into your eternal judgement when Jesus Christ eliminates evil.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty Fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing

Bulwark = a wall to protect against an attack.

Our Helper He, amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not His equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing,
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, (hosts – 247x in OT)
 His name, From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
48:25
-	surveys
-	pick up a communion tape.
-	Next Sun, meal, offering.
-	Day of prayer
-	

Mt.28:18-20  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.""




