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Followers Faltering Faith Fortified Following Failure   
Mt.14:22-36 & Mk.6:45-56 (Jn.6:14-33)

Last week we took a look at the account of Jesus walking on the water, and we spent the whole time just reveling in the supreme majesty of Christ as He demonstrated His sovereign rule over the creation.
    But there is a lot more to this miracle than just a demonstration of Jesus’ power.
    And there are some questions that still need answering.  
    For example, why did Peter suddenly sink after walking on the water?  What changed?
    And why are the disciples not rebuked for their fear, like they were last time they got caught in a storm on the lake?
    And what about the end of Mk.6:48 – why does it say Jesus was about to pass by them? 
    Did He just see that they weren’t making any progress, and so He figured it’s quicker just to walk?  “I’ll meet you guys in Capernaum!”  
    We’ll take a look at all of that this morning, but first, let me show you the purpose of this miracle.
    We have divided the works of Jesus into three catagories:
1.	Miracles that demonstrate The Power of Christ
2.	Miracles that demonstrate the error of false religion
3.	Miracles that Jesus uses to test and build faith. 
    This miracle goes in both #1 and #3. 
    The miracle of the walking on the water not only showed Jesus’ deity, but it was designed to test and build the disciples’ faith.  
    Jesus wanted to demonstrate the points where their faith was inadequate (testing), and at the same time to strengthen their faith in those areas.
    First let’s look at the testing.

Faltering Faith
    Both Matthew and Mark present this as a test the reveals the weakness of the disciples’ faith.
    Matthew shows us the faltering faith of the disciples by giving the example of Peter’s failure.
    Mark shows us the faltering faith of the disciples by describing the whole group, and how they failed.
    But in both Gospels we find a serious failure.

Remarkable Obedience 
    45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray. 
47 When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out…
    The fourth watch was between 3 AM and 6 AM. The Romans divided the night into 4 watches.  The Jews 3.  In v.23 we see that they left in the evening. This could be between 3p.m. and 6p.m., or it can refer to the same period we use the term for (end of the day, before night).
    They were rowing between 7 and 12 hours – to go 2 miles.  
    The level of their obedience here is just amazing.
    I’ve rowed a boat against wind for a few hours, but never for 10 hours.
    You would expect that if the wind were that fierce, after trying to row against it for two or three hours, they would just turn around and go back.
    This is tenacious obedience.  Jesus told them to take the boat across the lake, and they are determined to paddle that boat across that like.
    This is a good lesson for us.  We need to realize that: just because you are obeying the Lord, that does not exempt you from great difficulty.  
    Extreme difficulty may be an indication that it is unwise to continue on a particular path, but if you already know for sure God wants you to continue on that path, don’t ever let hardship deter you.
    So their obedience is exemplary.
    About now you may be wondering why I’ve titled this section “Faltering Faith.”  Where is the failure? 
    This doesn’t seem like a failure.  The disciples seem like heroes in this story.  They are committed to radical obedience.  Peter walks on water…
    This seems like the disciples at their best.  You rarely see them in this form.
    And yet Mark presents it as a failure.  He says their hearts were hard.
    But if they have such radical, persistent obedience, what is it that’s wrong?  What more does God want?  What are they doing that’s so bad? 
    Some say it was because they were afraid, but they are not rebuked for their fear.
So what is the failure? 
Don’t harden Your Heart
    Mark tells us.  Mark 6:51  …They were completely amazed
    That was their failure.  That’s what they did wrong.  
    The problem wasn’t that they were afraid.  The problem was that they were completely amazed.
    And it’s an imperfect tense, meaning they were continually being astonished.  
    Even after Jesus got in the boat, they couldn’t get over it.  
    You can imagine them being startled initially, but even after it was all over, they knew it was Jesus, etc. they still didn’t know what to make of it.
    The reason they didn’t know what to make of it, the reason they were rocked off their senses was that 52 for they had not understood about the loaves.
    They didn’t understand that Jesus could do anything.  They didn’t expect Jesus to behave like deity.
    Jesus rebukes them, even while they are demonstrating unbelievable obedience, because obedience is not enough.  
    The Lord also requires understanding – especially about the loaves.
    Now think about this.  If the disciples demonstrate this kind of amazing display of obedience, and are still rebuked just because they didn’t understand about the loaves, that should tell us something about how important it is to the Lord that we understand that miracle.   
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO GOD THAT YOU UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE LOAVES.
    After the feeding of the 5000, Jesus expected His followers to understand exactly who He was – that He was God, and had unlimited power.  
    It’s not enough that you just obey God’s commands.  You must also know Christ for who He really is.
    Without an accurate understanding of the nature of God, obedience is worthless.  God wants you to know Him.
Do you understand about the loaves?
    Do you expect God to behave like deity?  
    Do you assume He will provide, or do you worry?  
    Do you have full confidence He will do what’s best, or are you anxious all the time?
    Do you trust Him?  It all depends on whether or not you understand about the loaves.
    The disciples didn’t understand.  Why?
    It’s not that they didn’t notice it.  They were the ones who had to pass out five to ten tons of food to thousands in thousands of people.
    That miracle ended up being a lot of work for the disciples.  They were intimately involved with it, and they knew exactly what happened.
    They knew what happened; they just didn’t understand it.
    And you might be thinking, “Is it their fault they didn’t understand?”  Yes.
Hardening of the Heart
    Mk. tells us the reason they didn’t understand: (6:52) their hearts were hardened.  
    Sometimes people don’t understand because something is not clear.  But not always.  
    Many times it’s because of a hard heart.
    Every time this word for hardened is used in the Bible, it is associated with a lack of understanding.  
    It refers to a stubborn unwillingness to accept something God has revealed – a hardening against the truth.
    You see, while Jesus was doing that miracle with the loaves, the disciples made their hearts such that the truth could not penetrate.
    They saw it happen.  It couldn’t be denied.  It had obvious implications about who Jesus was…
    But they didn’t want to face up to those implications, so they held them off at arm’s length.  
    That’s what it means to harden your heart.
    It’s an issue of the will.  Hardening your heart against a specific truth means you’re not willing to let that truth penetrate your heart and make demands on your life.
    And the result ends up being an inability to understand it.  You can’t understand it, because you don’t allow your self to accept it.
    Understanding is not just a function of the intellect.  
    Sometimes a person with a brilliant mind, who can understand all kinds of complicated things, cannot understand a certain principle because of a hard heart.
    The intellect needed in order to understand.  You should make every effort to become as intelligent as possible.  But intelligence alone isn’t enough.  
    Mike Rosen is a talk show host who used to argue passionately against abortion.  He would use logic to prove that it is the killing of a human being.
    Now he’s strongly pro-abortion.
    A caller once asked him why he changed, and he said it was because his daughter got into a position of “needing” an abortion.
    He has proved in the past and ability to understand the arguments against abortion intellectually – he used those arguments skillfully for years.
    But he can’t understand them now because of an unwillingness in his heart to accept them.
    Understanding is a function of the heart.
In Mt.13 Jesus is telling a parable about a farmer who is broadcasting seed.
    The seed is the gospel, and the soils represent the different kinds of hearts.  There are four different kinds of human hearts.
     …"A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
    This is the hard soil.  It represents the hard heart – that won’t let the gospel penetrate.
    18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.
    When a person doesn’t understand the gospel, it may be because it was explained to him in a confusing way.  But it’s also possible that he doesn’t understand, because his heart is like hard soil.
    He can’t understand it, because he is not willing to accept it.
    Jesus wanted to weed people like that out of His group of followers, which is why He spoke in cryptic, hard to understand sayings and parables. 
    13 This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people's heart has become calloused; 
    “Your hearts are hard.  You aren’t willing to accept the truth.  And I want to expose that, so I’ll speak in way that only the open-hearted will understand.”
    In Matthew 16, much later, Jesus again rebukes the disciples for not understanding about the loaves.
    Mt.16:8  Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, "You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no bread? 9 Do you still not understand? 
    Inability to understand = little faith.  
    The ability to understand is connected to faith.  If you are unwilling to believe, you will be unable to understand.
    That’s really what faith is - a willingness to accept the truth.
    In our scientific age we naively think that what we believe is determined solely by the evidence.  That’s the way it should be, but it’s not.
    We all have biases.  That’s why we come to different conclusions from the same evidence.  We interpret the evidence through the filter of our biases.
    We usually assume that when we don’t understand something, it’s not our fault – but sometimes it is.
    We read something in the Bible, we don’t understand it, and we conclude, “the problem is with the Bible.  The Bible is unclear, and it’s not my fault that I can’t understand it.”
    But we need to consider the possibility that our lack of understanding may be a symptom of a hardness or an unwillingness to accept a certain truth.   
    Some people have nothing but constant questions and constant confusion about the Bible.  When that happens it may very well be that the person doesn’t have true, saving faith.
    They never understand because the true answers they won’t accept, and no other answers make any sense.
    It’s so important that you allow the truth to penetrate your heart – even when it hurts.
    Sometimes you hear a truth, and accepting that truth might mean changing something you have believed for a long time.
    Sometimes accepting a truth might mean making a huge change in your life that you don’t want to make.
    Sometimes it might mean altering the way you have always thought about God.
    Sometimes it might point to a sin in your life that you don’t want to admit is really a sin.
    Sometimes the truth cuts.  Sometimes you can find your heart just flayed by a sermon.
    That happens to me.  I get to studying this stuff and it convicts my heart.  And there are some things I’m not so sure I want to accept.
    I don’t like where something seems to be leading, and the temptation is to stop investigating that and move on to something else.
    That is very dangerous when that happens.  Because if you sit there and harden your heart against it, and refuse to accept that specific principal, then you can damage your heart.
    Because once you resist it, you get so you can’t understand it.
    And over time your heart can get so hard that you become like Pharaoh, and God allows it to stay hard.
    The same sun that melts the wax hardens the clay.  Don’t let your heart be clay.  Make sure it’s wax.
    And once you harden your heart against a truth one time, it becomes much easier to do it the next time.  
    And this can happen to godly, tenaciously obedient people like you – which is what we see in Mark’s account with the disciples.
    Now let’s look at Matthew’s account (Mt.14).
    Matthew shows us the test of Peter’s faith. 
PETER
(Don’t be Distracted)
    What Peter did was amazing.  He walked on water.
    He is the only human being, other than God Himself, to ever walk on water.  Moses didn’t do that.  Elisha didn’t.
    There are a lot of people who claim to have miraculous power, and they can do a lot of amazing tricks, but they don’t walk on water.
    They might walk on coals or nails or something, but not water.
    Peter walked on water.  But it wasn’t because of his own ability.
    He was a professional fishermen.  He had been on the Sea of Galilee all his life, and never once had he walked on it. (He had trouble just floating in it.)
    He was enabled to do it because of His faith.  When he sank it was because of little faith, which means when he was walking it was because of strong faith.
    Peter had remarkable faith.
    So why is he rebuked?  What did he do wrong?
Presumption
    Some say he was presumptuous.  
    But I don’t see this as presumption.  If Peter were being presumptuous, he wouldn’t have asked first.  He would have just jumped out of the boat.
    Presumption is when you assume God is going to do something that He has not promised to do.
    For example, if someone buys something he can’t afford and says, “I’m trusting God to provide the payments.”  That’s presumption.
    But that’s not what Peter is doing.
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
    The word tell literally means, “command.”
    He doesn’t say, “If it’s You, enable me to walk of the water.”  He says, “Command me to come to You.” 
    The fact that it is on the water is incidental.  The only reason the water is involved is because that’s what’s between him and Jesus.
    Peter just wants to be with Jesus.  Anytime Peter is in a boat and Jesus is outside the boat, and Peter becomes aware of it, Peter exits the boat.
    Peter does not ask for a promise (“Promise me I won’t sink”), he is looking for a command (“Command me to come to you.”).
    Presumption just informs God, “God, I’m jumping out of the boat.”  Faith says, “Lord, command me.”  
    The true heart of faith desires a command from God.  The person with true faith longs to do God’s will, and desires to know what God commands.
    Presumption doesn’t seek to command from God – presumption gives commands to God.
    That’s the difference.  If you ever wonder if you are demonstrating faith or operating on presumption, just ask, “Am I commanding God, or is God commanding me?”
    “Is this whole thing my will, and I expect God to comply?  Or is it God’s will, and I’m seeking to comply?”
    Some people get an idea and say, “We are stepping out in faith!”  And they get themselves and a mess.  And God is in heaven saying, “I never required that of you.  Why did you do that?”
    So Peter isn’t being presumptuous.  And another reason why we know that Peter wasn’t doing anything wrong here, is the fact that Jesus encouraged it.
  
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
    If Peter were doing something wrong, Jesus wouldn’t encourage it.
    What Peter did was a very good thing, and he is to be commended.  
    To be willing to step out of the boat into the middle of a stormy lake in the middle of the night with no lifejacket?  Outstanding.
    Nevertheless, Peter is rebuked by Jesus for his failure.
     
The fact that Peter walked on water was terrific.  He is to be commended for his faith – 
    But the fact that he trusted to that level is not the point.  Jesus required more.  
    The fact that the disciples’ had tremendous obedience isn’t the point.  Jesus required more.
    Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart.  
    To us it seems like this is an example of greatness, not failure.  But Jesus said that much is required from those who have been given much (Lk.12:48), and only He knows what each has been given.
    The disciples had been given adequate revelation of whom Christ was, and they were still bewildered.  So they are rebuked.
    Peter had been given great faith – enough faith to walk all the way to Jesus, but he sank.   So he is rebuked.
    Peter shouldn’t have sunk.
    “How much faith is required?”  As much as the Lord requires of you.  
    And here is an example where a person had more faith than everyone else, but is rebuked for little faith.
    Did you know you could be doing better than anyone in the church, or anyone in this whole county, and still not what the Lord requires?  
    Maybe the Lord is requiring more of you than you realize.  That’s why Paul said 
    We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.  (2 Cor 10:12)
Distraction From Jesus 
    What was it that caused Peter’s sinking?  If he had enough faith to walk most of the way, what made him sink?
    30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out…
    When he saw the wind?  You mean he didn’t see that it was windy before – during the 10 hours he was straining at the oars and being driven to the middle of the sea, he didn’t notice it was windy out?
    No, he knew it was windy.  The difference was in what captured his attention.
    From the moment Peter realized it was Jesus, he forgot about the wind.  He was thinking about one thing: Jesus.  
    And while his attention was focused on Christ he did just fine.  But when his attention was diverted to the storm, he doubted.
    Think about that.  Jesus is in the middle of the lake.  He’s walking on water.  He just enabled Peter to walk on water…
    It’s obvious that Jesus has the power to walk on water and make Peter walk on water…
    Divine power is being displayed in an astonishing way, and Peter thinks the wind is a problem?
    If you are standing on the water in the middle of the sea, you have a problem, but your problem is not the wind.  It’s the water.  It’s gravity.   
    Is it really that much easier to walk on flat, calm, placid water than wavy water?
    It’s not that wavy water is harder to walk on.  
    It’s that storminess and wind and huge waves are distracting.  They tend to catch your attention.  
    In his heart Peter fully believed that Jesus was more powerful than the wind, but he allowed what he knew in his heart to be eclipsed by that he saw with his eyes.
    When his eyes were on Jesus, his faith was strong.  But when all of the sudden he turned his attention to an 8 ft. wave crashing toward him, suddenly he’s wondering if this miracle is going to hold up through this wave.
    (Some say the water was smooth in front of Jesus (Lenski, Mac) but this disproves that.  Peter is right by Jesus at this point, and the waves are right there. The storm was not stilled until later).
    So Jesus rebuked him.  He said Peter’s faith was little, and said, Why did you doubt?
    The word, doubt literally means “to be divided in two.”  
    Peter is learning a hard lesson.   He has great confidence in the Lord.  That is good.  But it’s not enough.  
    He has to learn that Christ not only calls us to have great confidence in Him, but to focus on Him our undivided attention.  
    Because the moment you split your attention, and look to the right or left, no matter how amazing your faith is, it will falter – even if you have enough faith to walk on water.
    You divide your attention between Christ and the elements around you, and your faith will choke. 
    This is an incredibly important lesson.  When your attention is focused on Christ, you walk in the spirit.  When you get distracted with earthly things, you sink spiritually.
    Your faith is unshakable while you’re at church.  But if the other six days your attention is diverted to worldly, temporal things, there is absolutely no way your faith will hold up.
    The waves will start to look too big, and the Lord will be too far off into the distance.  
    The more time you spend each day thinking about things from an earthly perspective, the more you will experience defeat spiritually.  
    There are people who struggle and struggle and struggle, and they are baffled as to why.  
    They do all the Christian things, but none of it seems to help.
    And the reason is in-between all their Christian duties, their thought life is on earthly things.
*************************
So that’s what Jesus’ test reveals.  
    To us it seemed like they were doing great, but Jesus’ test reveals the truth.
    There the 11 disciples sit in the boat with their hearts crusted over by unwillingness to accept the truth about Jesus that was revealed in the miracle of the loaves.
    And there Peter is, plunging down into the water because of his distracted, weak faith.
    Now let’s watch Jesus take that faltering faith and strengthen it.
    And I want you to watch how Jesus sets this all up.
Fortified Faith
    48 About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them… 
    What is this?  A race?  Last one to the shore is a rotten egg?  It makes it sound like He is just strolling across, and just waves as He passes them by.
    The key is to understand the word pass.  
    We hear that word and think in terms of being behind someone, and outpacing him and moving ahead of him – like when you pass someone on the highway.
    That isn’t really the image behind this word.  
    One example of how this word was commonly used is in Mt.8:28, which is about the two demonized men from Gadera. They were so violent that no one could pass (same word) that way.
    It means to pass in the sense of entering into the vicinity of someone. 
    Jesus wanted to pass into the disciples’ vicinity.  
    Literally it says “He was desiring to pass by them.” 
    The point is that He made sure to pass in front of their view.  
    It’s not that He was trying to get ahead of them.  He was taking pains to see to it that they saw Him from just the right distance (close enough to tell it’s someone walking on the water; too far to make out that it was Jesus).
    One thing you learn when you study the life of the Lord Jesus Christ is that He orchestrated the events of His life.  
    The miracles were not Jesus reacting on the fly to the unexpected.  
    They are Jesus going out of His way to set up an event exactly as He wants, in order to teach something.
    When Jesus talked about His miracles, He made it clear that they were designed to teach every bit as much as His sermons.
    Jesus is setting up the angles and distances and everything else just right to set up this whole encounter, so they won’t know it’s Him when they first see Him, but they will know as soon as He speaks.
    And because of the way this is stated, I think there is another reason for this statement.  
    This whole account presents the appearance of Jesus on the lake as a theophany –  a manifestation of the transcendent Lord who appears to someone.
    This is the same word used in the Greek OT in Ex.33 where God passed in front of Moses on Mount Sinai.  
    It’s also the word used in I Kings 19:11 where God passed in front of Elijah on Mount Horeb.
    This phrase is language borrowed from the Old Testament to describe the appearance of God.
    It reminds the reader of Job 9:8, 11 
8 He alone …treads on the waves of the sea. 
11 When he passes me, I cannot see him; when he goes by, I cannot perceive him. 
    48 He decided to pass in front of them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because they all saw him and were terrified. 
    In different contexts the disciples are rebuked for their fear.  But not here. 
    However it is worth noting what they are afraid of.  It’s not the storm.
    This is not like that massive, cataclysmic storm that Jesus stilled after He had been sleeping in the back of the boat.  In that storm they thought they were going to drown.
    They never show any fear of this storm.  This is probably a normal storm like they were very used to. 
    They are not afraid of the storm; they are afraid of Jesus.
    They don’t know it’s Him.  But they did know it was someone.
    It wasn’t some obscure, shadowy outline in the distance.
    When people see a strange shadow out at see, they assume it’s a sea monster or something.  I’ve never heard of a Bigfoot sighting at sea.
    This was so real – there was no question that someone was approaching.
    The people believed that the seas were the domain of evil spirits, and that storms were caused by those spirits. The popular belief at the time was that evil spirits came out at night and brought disaster—especially at sea.  In the Talmud it says that “the wave that sinks to ship appears with a white fringe of fire at its crest,” and you can get one of those waves to subside by striking it was a club that is engraved with the words, “IAM that I am, Yah, the Lord of Hosts, Amen, Amen, Selah”  So the Jews had superstitions about storms at sea.  
    Remember last time they came this way, they ran into over 2000 violent, hostile, maniacal demons.
    Maybe they thought the spirit that was causing the storm was coming after them.
    Picture this.  They are rowing for all they are worth – facing east. If you’ve ever rowed a boat, you know you face the opposite direction that you are going.  So as they row to the West, they are facing East.
    And Jesus comes from the East.
    There is a full moon.  Suddenly you see some form off in the distance.  You ignore it.  
    Next, someone else thinks he sees something, but he doesn’t say anything either.  But soon there is no denying this is a living form.  
    This form – this outline of a man becomes obvious enough that everyone sees it, and no one can deny that something is there. 
    “Do you see that?”  “What is it?”  “I don’t know.”  “It looks like…a person!”
     It’s moving toward the boat!  It’s walking so fast, it’s catching up!  It’s coming closer and closer, and you find yourself pulling harder on the oars than before…
    Imagine.  You are sitting there trying to convince yourself your eyes are playing tricks on you, and in the mean time, 11 other guys – including experienced sailors are standing around you screaming in fear.
    And I don’t know if the disciples start rowing twice as fast now, and Jesus has to run to catch up…
    Suddenly, at the height of your panic, you hear that unmistakable voice: 27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
    And immediately their fears are dispelled.  
    Think of that – no one but Jesus could dispel this kind of terror just by saying “It is I.”  
    If you were out at sea and were terrified because you saw someone walking toward you, and he said, “Don’t be afraid.  It’s just your Uncle George” – now you’re more scared than you were to begin with.
    But Jesus just identified Himself, and the crisis is over.
    Now let’s think through the implications of that.  
The Thing Feared Is Actually The Blessing
    They were not afraid of this storm. They weren’t afraid of the wind or the waves.  There is no mention of them being worried about sinking or drowning or anything.  
    There isn’t any indication they were afraid at all until Jesus went out there.
    They weren’t afraid of the storm.  They were afraid of Jesus.
    When they saw Him, but didn’t know it was Jesus, that’s what first caused the terror.
    The very one who was there to deliver them was what they thought they needed deliverance from. 
    The very thing they were most afraid of turned out to be their salvation.
    How many times have you seen some terrorizing thing on the horizon of your life – it’s coming toward you – it will be here next year/week/tomorrow, and you are gripped with fear…
    And when it comes it turns out to be none other than the very blessings of God sent to comfort you?
    Sometimes we are the most afraid when we are in the least danger.  
    These guys are terrified because Jesus is approaching!
    They are like Mary, who was terrified at the sight of the angel that was there to bring her the best news ever delivered.  
    Or the women at the tomb who wept bitterly because Jesus’ body wasn’t there on the third day?  (Now there’s a disaster – Jesus’ tomb is empty on the third day!)
    Sometimes it’s the most precious gifts from God that cause in us the greatest fear.
    Sometimes you have something in your life that is a difficulty, and you cry out to God for help.  You long for relief.  It is a problem you can’t solve, it scares you, you don’t know what to do…
    And sometimes you have to wait…a long time – maybe until the 4th watch of the night...
    But then when the Lord finally comes and brings relief, often the relief ends up being nothing but a better understanding of your circumstances.  
    He sends you a blessing that scares you, and you cry out to God for deliverance, and He answers the prayer by simply opening your eyes to the fact that this is a blessing, not a curse.
    He shows you that the enemy you are so afraid of is really your friend.  
    I had insomnia for well for a year.  I felt like it was a curse.  It seemed like something that was ruining my life.
    Finally it occurred to me that maybe the Lord didn’t grant sleep, because He wanted me to get up and spend time with Him at night – like David, who thought of God through the watches of the night.  
    I did that a few times, had a fantastic time.  Since then I have been sleeping more soundly than I have in years.  
    My enemy was really a blessing.  And just before God took that blessing away, He showed me it was a blessing so I could enjoy it for a few nights.
Rapid Response
    Do you see Jesus’ love and compassion in v.50 – in that word immediately?
    When they cry out in fear, He doesn’t stand back there, out of their view laughing at them.  He doesn’t stand back and delay.  Right away He identifies Himself.
    Sometimes there is a need for a delay.  Jesus did allow them to experience terror before identifying Himself, because He was testing and building their faith.
    But the split second that purpose is accomplished, His rescue is instantaneous.
    We see the same thing with Peter.
The Rescue of Peter
    We left the story a minute ago with Peter plunging down into the water.  
    30  when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
    Peter suddenly sinks.  He cries out to Jesus, and what did Jesus do?  
    Did He let Peter sink for a while to teach him a lesson, and stand there and watch the bubbles for a second, and then reach down and get him?  
    Did Jesus let Peter go down (Peter could swim.  It’s not like it would kill him to go under water for a moment.)  
    Did Jesus rebuke him first, and then bring him up?
    31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
    First He saved, then He rebuked.  There is no indication that Peter ever went under water.
    Jesus rescued Peter with unbelievable speed.  
    If you are standing on water, and suddenly begin to sink, you have about ½ second from the time you start sinking to the time your mouth goes under.
    I don’t know how fast Peter’s reaction times were, but he walked all the way from the boat to Jesus, then he starts to sink…
    How much of that half second do you suppose is used up by Peter realizing what’s happening, sensing that he is sinking, making the decision to cry out for help, and then articulating the words, “Kurie, soson me” (Ku,rie( sw/so,n meÅ) “Lord save me.”
    I don’t see how that’s possible.  There’s not enough time.
    “But maybe Peter was sinking slowly – like quicksand.”  
    The problem with that is the word translated sink literally means “to plunge down” or “to drown.”  
    Peter is plunging down.  This is not a fairy tale.  It’s real water.  The wind is real, the waves are real.  The water is wet…
    What happened to Peter is exactly what happens to you when you step on water.
    Jesus didn’t use a miracle to lift him back up, He used natural means.  He must have had lightening fast reactions.
    In fact, in order for the timing of all this to work, it seems to me that in order for Peter to have enough time to get this whole sentence out before going under, Jesus would have had to grab him before Peter was even done saying “Lord save me.” 
    Peter started to sink, and before he could get the words out of his mouth he was already in the strong, saving grip of the Lord.
    But that comes as no surprise, does it?  Isn’t that the way God is?
    Isa.65:24 Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.
    God is anxious to respond.  Isa.30:18  the LORD longs to be gracious to you
    That’s always what the Lord wants to do when you cry out to Him.  
    Which means if He ever delays – even for a half a second – then you better believe that you can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that there must be some very, very important reason.
    Sometimes the trial has to be extended so the weak point in your faith can be discovered (like Peter).  
    The number of other possible reasons are as many as God’s ultimate plan is vast.  
    But if you ever find yourself imagining that maybe God is making you wait for no good reason, just ask yourself – how quickly do you respond when your children are in trouble?  
    How compelling and important a reason does it take for you to be willing to allow your children to suffer?  God’s love for you far surpasses your love for your children. 
    There is no reason for fear.  
    I like what Jesus said to Peter: “Why did you doubt?”  
    We don’t know if Peter answered, but if he did, think of how that would have sounded.
    “I remember the loaves and fishes, I can see that You are walking on water, I can see that You have enabled me to walk on water, but I doubted it all because of…the wind.”?
    That sounds ridiculous, but all of our doubting is ridiculous.  Isn’t it?  
    Worry, for the Christian, is ridiculous.  
    Jesus asks Peter to tell Him why he doubted.  Sometimes that’s the best thing you can do – the next time you are worried, verbalize why you are doubting.  
    Ask yourself why you are so worried.  
    Are you afraid some suffering is going to come into your life that will cause ultimate harm rather than good?
    Are you afraid God is going to suddenly stop providing for you, and renege on all His promises?
    Very often just by asking what the reason for the fear is, you can make the fear vanish, because as soon as you put it into words, you see how ridiculous it is. 
    So the disciples are scared out of their shorts, they panic, and Jesus says, “It is I.  Fear not.”
    Those words are critical.  
    Each of the accounts varies quite a bit.  Mt. mentions Peter walking on the water, Mk. & Jn. don’t.  
Mk. focuses on their hard heartedness, Jn. & Mt. don’t.  
    John talks about the boat immediately arriving at the shore when Jesus boarded, Mt. & Mk. don’t.   
    Each writer has a different purpose, and so it’s no surprise that the accounts are very different.  
    But there is one thing that is identical in all three accounts – letter for letter.
    Jesus’ words: “It is I. Don't be afraid.” 
Mt.14:27 Qarsei/te( evgw, eivmi\ mh. fobei/sqe
Mk.6:50  Qarsei/te( evgw, eivmi\ mh. fobei/sqeÅ 
Jn.6:20                  Vegw, eivmi( mh. fobei/sqe
     When three people write about a complex event decades later, you can expect differences (not contradictions).  
    But once in a while there is something so dramatic, that even as many as 50 to 60 years later, three different people report with identical words.
    I had a friend in Oklahoma who was a WW2 vet, and he used to tell stories about the war that were riviting.
    After having heard some of his stories, I noticed that when he told someone else the same story, the dialogue was exactly the same – word for word.  
    He said he could remember it like it was yesterday.
    It takes quite a dramatic event for something to stick in your mind exactly for decades.  
    I’m sure they remembered a lot of things in generalities, and very often the Gospel writers paraphrase what people said.  
    But in this case these men, as long as they lived, never forgot the exact sounds that came out of Jesus’ mouth.
    Take courage, I AM, VEgw, eivmi rarely occurs without an object, unless God is speaking (many times in Isa. and some important ones in Jn.), but it does happen.  David said it in 2 Sam.47:8 and the blind man in Jn.9:9.  The much more common way to identify oneself is simply VEgw,. do not be afraid.
    This was one of those moments that was so profound it burned an impression on the souls of these men that would never fade.
    Matthew framed these words with the rest of the story (they appear exactly in the middle).  
    The split second the testing is over, Jesus responds and restores them, and fortifies their faith.
    He calms them with His voice, rescues Peter with His hand, stills the storm with His presence, and brings them to shore with His power.
    The trial has served its purpose.  The test is all over.  The weaknesses in their hearts have been exposed and their faith strengthened and fortified…
    And all Jesus wants to do now is put an immediate end to their trial.
    I hope you understand about the loaves.  I hope your attention isn’t distracted by the waves.
    I hope you always seek to turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face.  An the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.
    BENEDICTION: 
Dt.32:4  He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

Review Questions:
1.	What did the disciples do wrong (according to Mark)?
2.	What did Peter do wrong (according to Matthew)?
    





