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Mt.12:33ff & Mk.4:35-40         Liar, Lunatic or Lord?            7-21-2002

Introduction: Only Three Options

Jesus has chosen the 12, and now He is touring around with them.  It is at this point that all three gospel writers tell us of a drastic turning point in which the hostility between Jesus and His opponents skyrockets.

And His popularity tanks.

Here we see one of the most tragic portraits of Jesus’ life in Scripture.  

At this point in His ministry it is obvious to everyone, including the Pharisees, that Jesus has absolutely ransacked Satan’s house.  There is no question He has awesome, supernatural power.

And they were not confused on Jesus’ claims either.  He said He was doing that by the finger of God, and that He was not only from God but was the Messiah.  

In the face of all that, there is no way the people back then could react the way people today react.  People didn’t walk around with WWJD bracelets and crosses around their necks – nobody would identify himself with Jesus like that unless he believed Jesus’ claims.  

Today we have people who are not followers of Christ at all, but who are pro-Jesus and like to identify with Him as being a great moralist, and a wonderful example.  

But in Jesus’ day the people couldn’t do that.  They tried, but Jesus wouldn’t allow it.  He would always do something to offend them and drive them away.
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When Jesus went around saying things like, “Not a single person can be saved except through Me” that forced people into one of three categories:
 
Liar 

The first we saw last week – hardened, determined, intentional unbelief.  

When Jesus claimed to be God they called Him a liar.  

They said He was demon-possessed and got His power to do the miracles from the Devil himself.  

They did that because their hearts were hard.  This is hardened unbelief.  

Jesus responded by warning them that a person who has been enlightened and who has witnessed the miraculous mighty power of the Holy Spirit and who continues to reject it runs the risk of the unforgivable sin.
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Bad Hearts 

Jesus points out to them that their hostility against Him is a shaking of their fist in God’s face.  And they are doing that because at the very core of their being their hearts were bad.

Mt.12:33-37   33 "Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit… 

You said that because of what is in your hearts.  You don’t have genuine doubt like John the Baptist.  Yours is a hardened, encrusted unbelief – a refusal to see what is right in front of your face.

Now look at what they say:

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, "Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you." 39 He answered, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign!

That’s an interesting comment, because the Jews at that time had a tradition that the Messiah would arrive during an adulterous and wicked generation (Morris 324).  For once their traditions got something right.  

And Jesus informs them that they are that generation.  

They were adulterous in their relationship with God – unfaithful to Him.  If a man catches his wife in an adulterous affair, it’s not the wife’s place at that point to demand proof of the husband’s love.   

So Jesus refuses.

But John doubts, expresses that honest doubt to Jesus, and Jesus responds with a bunch of miraculous signs. 

Why does Jesus have the opposite response for John than for these people?

He tells us the reason in v.39.  They don’t have honest doubt.  They have hardened unbelief.

They refuse to believe no matter what, so all more signs would do would be to make them that much more guilty and deserving of that much more punishment.  So Jesus mercifully refuses.  
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There is no evidence that John was looking for miraculous signs.  More likely what he wanted were some answers to his questions.  

So really Jesus doesn’t give opposite responses, but the exact same response.  To both John and these people Jesus says, “I will provide adequate evidence as I see fit, and from there I require that you simply trust Me.”

And to John He says, “Blessed is the one who doesn’t turn away at that barrier” and to these people He essentially says, “Woe to those who do turn back at that barrier.”

So v.39  But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
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Jesus refers to His upcoming time in the grave as the sign of the prophet Jonah.  It’s just like the miracle with Jonah in that after being a “goner” for three days, he will be brought back.

It’s not an exact comparison.  Jonah was as good as dead during that time, and Jesus actually was dead.  

“But what kind of sign is that?  It hadn’t even happened yet.”  Jesus is condemning these people for not believing, even though the sign of the resurrection hadn’t even taken place.

That’s exactly the point.  The Ninivites didn’t see Jonah’s miracle either.  They had no idea it even happened.  Yet they repented, simply because they knew what Jonah was saying was true. 
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So in one sense the miraculous sign of Jonah is no miraculous sign.

But the specific point of comparison Jesus brings up is the three days.

Some have struggled with this, because Jesus said He would be in the grave three days and three nights, and we figure that to mean 72 hours.  But Jesus was in the grave less than 40 hours.

He died at 3:00 on Friday, and was already out of the grave when the women arrived just after sunup on Sunday morning.  So He was in the grave only a tiny fragment of the day on Friday, all day Saturday, and only part of the day on Sunday morning – only 2 nights 
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Some people have tried to solve the problem by suggesting Jesus died on Thursday, but that creates a lot more problems than it solves.  Scripture is very clear Jesus died at 3:00 on Friday – on Passover.

It’s not a difficult problem at all once you understand how the Jews communicated time.  The rabbinical literature both from the time of Jesus and later is loaded with explicit statements that any part of a day counts as a day.  
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If they were going to be somewhere part of today and part of tomorrow, they would say “two days.”  That’s the way they communicated, and Jesus communicated in order to be understood by the people He was talking to.  

That’s why sometimes Jesus said He would be dead three days and other times He said He would rise on the third day.

Another unique speech pattern they had then was to refer to continuous time with the phrase “days and nights” (much like we do when we say “I worked at that day and night”).

If they were going to be in Jerusalem a few hours each day for 4 days, they would say, “I’ll be there for the next 4 days.”  But if there were going to remain there continuously, they might say, “I’ll be there 4 days and 4 nights.”

So Jesus used just exactly the right kind of language to describe exactly what ended up happening.  What He said communicated the thought that He would be in the grave continuously, starting on the Passover, for part of that day, straight through to some time on Sunday.  
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So there is no problem.

But look at v.41.  Jesus goes on to draw another comparison with Jonah:

41 The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. 

A city full of murderous, blood-thirsty Gentiles puts you Jewish religious leaders to shame, because they repented at Jonah’s preaching.  And I’m far greater than Jonah, and you refuse to repent.

This would come as a shock, because  the Jews were expecting that on Judgment Day Israel would be vindicated in the sight of the Gentiles.  That will happen, but only for the final generation that finally returns to God (and the faithful of the past), but not this generation.
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42 The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon's wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here. 

Jesus brings up another Gentile – that’s no accident.  This is a rebuke.

This woman made a long, difficult, dangerous, arduous journey to hear the truth from Solomon. 

 They had a man wiser than Solomon standing right in front of their face, and they weren’t interested.  
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Then Jesus goes on to make an analogy about exorcism, and ends up in v.45 saying, That is how it will be with this wicked generation.

How is it going to be?

43 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation." 

Jesus came and drove the Devil out of Palestine.  He dismantled Satan’s kingdom, which was just what the Messiah was supposed to do.

But if they think they can sit back and enjoy the miracles and remain indifferent to Jesus, they had better think again.  If they don’t embrace Christ, Satan will be back with a vengeance. 
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So Jesus’ tremendous popularity is taking a plunge.  The nation is beginning to reject Him.

They concluded He was evil.  When He said He was from God, they said, “Liar.”  

Lunatic 

But that wasn’t the only negative response.  His family was a little more sympathetic.  They no doubt loved Him and knew He wasn’t a liar.  But they couldn’t bring themselves to believe He was who He claimed to be.

Mt.12:46  While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him.

TT Mk.3

What was their attitude toward Jesus?  Mark gives us insight into what they were thinking.

Mark 3:20-22  Then Jesus entered a house, Lenski: w/o the article means "His home"
and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat.  
Just like last time (when the paralytic was lowered through the roof). 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind." 

“It’s not that He’s lying.  He’s just not well.  He’s mixed up.  He’s out of touch with reality.  He’s a good guy, it’s just that He’s just not playing with a full deck.”
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He’s not a liar, He’s just a lunatic. 

There are people who think the Gospel writers made it all up – none of this stuff actually happened.  They made it all up because there were trying to get a new religion going.

Next time you meet someone who thinks that, ask him about this – why would the disciples make this up?  If they are trying to convince the world that Jesus is God, why say this?

They say it because it actually happened.

And so they want to take charge of Him.  Your brother/son is standing in front of a huge crowd announcing that He is God and the only way to heaven.  And you’re embarrassed.  

They just wanted to get Him out of there and end this embarrassment.  

John 7:5  even his own brothers did not believe in him.

So some thought He was a liar, and others thought He was a lunatic.  If you don’t believe Jesus to be God, those are your only two options.  

Why weren’t there any people back then who said, “He is a wonderful teacher, but He’s not God” like so many people today?  Because that is an irrational conclusion for someone making the claims Jesus made.

The only reason people think that way today is because they are not familiar with Jesus’ claims.  But back then, it wasn’t an option at all.

I told you this is a tragic passage.  The Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isa.9:6) came into the world and revealed Himself, and people concluded He was either deluded or demonic.  

That’s shocking to us, and it saddens and outrages us, but let’s slow down for just a minute.  I’m sure none here right now who think Jesus was satanic.  But how many of us act like His family was acting?

How common is it today for Christians to be embarrassed by Christ?  

How many Christians are embarrassed by Jesus’ harsh words about hell?     
How many people in the church are embarrassed by Jesus’ demands for repentance and His calls for holiness?

How often are Christians these days embarrassed by the Bible, constantly apologizing for it, rephrasing it in softer terms?

How many really are ashamed of the Gospel, and who are convinced that what Jesus’ message should have been is, “Just make some kind of positive move toward Jesus and you will go to heaven, but don’t think you have to give anything up, or get your hands dirty, or suffer anything for His name.  Don’t worry about Jesus infringing on your fun or making any demands on your life.”

-	they are so convinced that that would make a better Gospel that that is actually what they tell the world.

How many Christians feel just like Jesus’ family – they want to take charge of Him, take charge of the Gospel – pull Jesus aside like Peter and rebuke Him?  

How many today are shoving Christ back out of sight and telling the world, “Don’t look at Him.  Listen to me.  You’ll have to excuse Him.  What He really meant to say is, ‘If you feel some feeling in your stomach and sign your name on a card at church, you are on your way to heaven’.” 

When the Jews accused Him of being in league with the Devil, He warned them about the unforgivable sin.  How will He respond to His family thinking He is insane?

Mt.12:46  While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you." 48 He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?" 49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers. 

These words would have been very culturally offensive.  And they must have been hard for Mary to take.  Imagine how she felt when they say, “Jesus, your mother is here” and He says, “That’s not My mother.”

And “That’s not My family anymore.”  

Beginning from His baptism, Jesus was taking on His role as God’s Son, and God’s Son only.  We got a hint of that from the way Jesus started speaking to His mother right from the very beginning of His ministry.

At the wedding in Cana where He did His first miracle, He refers to His mother as “woman.”  That was a respectful term, but not a term used to address one’s mother.

That’s significant when we consider the fact that millions of people today pray to Mary because they think as Jesus mother she has special influence with Him.  But that earthly relationship was just that – an earthly relationship only.

Did Mary have a lot of influence over Jesus?  Yes – when He was a toddler.  But once He began His public ministry, He was not responsive to her at all.  She asked Him to do something at the wedding at Cana and He refused.

And here she can’t even get Him to come outside to see her.  Her influence is zero.  

And her relationship to Him in heaven right now is not one where He looks to her for guidance.  It’s one where she looks to Him as the object of her worship.

This is startling to us – and sad.  But I was thinking this week about what an encouragement this must be to those whose commitment to Christ has cost them their family.

A number of you have paid a very high price for your commitment to Christ.  Several have lost favor with your families.  Some have faced outright hostility. 

Some of you had to give up very precious friendships when you came to Christ.

Imagine Jesus standing in that house…
-	tired from unending ministry to the people
-	hungry, because so many people were constantly coming there were not even able to get something to eat.
-	The leaders of His dear people just got done telling the people Jesus was satanic.
-	No doubt emotionally drained and tempted with discouragement.  

He has this group of His 12 most faithful followers, but their faith was shallow, wavering, weak, shaky and sometimes downright unbelieving.  

Ministry to crowds of ungrateful, unbelieving people who were mostly there just to see the spectacle would be difficult any time, but when you are emotionally drained, everything is that much harder. 

I’m sure in His humaness Jesus probably had about had it and must have felt like just sending the people away and taking a nap, and at that moment…finally some friendly faces arrive.  

Picture Jesus looking out past the crowd.  There’s His mom…and His 4 brothers – and all His sisters (we don’t know how many – at least 6 sisters and brothers).

But they are not there to encourage Him.  They think He’s gone mad, they are embarrassed by Him, and they are there to take Him away.

We have sinful hearts, yet we love our families.  Imagine the love in the great heart of Jesus for Mary and His siblings.  

From the standpoint of His human nature it must have taken every ounce of strength – if you can imagine His eyes locking with Mary’s as He says, “That’s not My family.” – and then watch as no doubt Mary, who had nursed Him and dressed Him and was now there out of loving concern for Him would have been overcome with tears and his brothers take her away glancing back in anger.

The road to a cross is a lonely one – a costly one. 

It’s no surprise that on the cross Jesus quoted Ps.22.  That Psalm described His whole life.

Ps 22
6 I am …scorned by men and despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads
11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
13 Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 
22 I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. 

Isa.53:3
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. – Even His own family

Jesus understood Ps 27:10  Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me. 

He knew what it’s like.  Maybe that’s why He was so generous toward those disciples who had to leave their families to follow Him:

At times Jesus was harsh with Peter, but when Peter brought up the fact that he had to leave his family, you can tell Jesus was touched – listen to His response:
Mark 10:28-31
Peter said to him, "We have left everything to follow you!" 
29 "I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields-and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 
----------------
50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."

That’s another way of saying, “Christian” or “believer.”  What is a Christian?  Someone who does God’s will.

Doing what God wants for you is the only thing that matters in life.  That’s why the purpose statement of Creekside is what it is – we exist to help as many as possible discover and fulfill their calling – to discover and fulfill God’s will for their lives.

Jesus adds sister – even though the 12 were all men.  That comes as another jolt in a culture in which women played no role whatsoever in the religious community.

So Jesus makes a clear break with His earthly family. 

He is still Mary’s son, but in a much less significant relationship than that between Him and believers.

But that’s not all He is doing.

He is also signaling another change.  From now on His ministry will be directed toward those who have ears to hear.  
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Lord

You see, there is a third option.  When Jesus claims to be the Lord, we can conclude He is demonic, we can assume He is demented, or we can acknowledge He is divine.  

We can call Him a liar, we can call Him a lunatic, or we can bow to Him as Lord. 

The next chapter in both Mark and Matthew is a series of parables, which are designed to conceal the truth from unbelievers. 

Mt.13:10  The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the people in parables?" 11 He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 

You can react to Jesus’ claims by assuming He is a liar, a lunatic or Lord.  But if you conclude anything but that He is Lord, you can forget about receiving any further revelation.

12 Whoever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 This is why I speak to them in parables: "Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: "'You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.' 16 But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear
18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means…

34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: "I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world." 36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 

The reason parables hide the truth from those who do not believe is because they don’t ask Jesus the meaning.  So we see Jesus shift at this point to target the open-hearted.
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That’s why the target demographic at Creekside has always been the open-hearted.  

Jesus’ teaching was not out of the intellectual reach of children.   It was not out of the reach of the uneducated.  It was not out of the reach of unbelievers.  It was not out of the reach of the unreligious.  

However, Jesus purposely placed His teaching out of reach of the uninterested.  

In our day people put a high premium on making the preaching of the Gospel “relevant” to the unchurched (the unchurched are people who would rather do something else on Sundays besides go to church).
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Jesus went out of His way to make His teaching irrelevant to people who were not open.

One good thing we have learned from them is not to use unintelligible lingo.

(epegegetical infinitive, ramifications on 

But there is a sense in which the Gospel should be out of the reach of the uninterested.
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John 6:44  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him
It’s a waste of time to try to appeal to people the Father is not drawing.  So much energy is expended in trying to appeal to the uninterested, and unchurched.  But our focus should be on those who are being drawn.

We focus so many resources, (time, energy, effort, money) on reaching the unchurched.

It won’t do any good to “church” the undrawn.

Our goal is not to “church’ anyone.  You can church a person right into hell.

The modern church growth movement is producing a generation of churched Christ-rejecters who are as uninterested in bowing their knee to Christ as ever, but they like the music and the community and the fun and the events, and so now think they are on the path to heaven!

The issue isn’t how churched you are.  The issue is “Have you surrendered your life to Christ as Lord?”  

Here we see Christ turn His back on those who regard Him as a liar, and on those who regard Him as a lunatic.  From now on His focus is on those who call Him “Lord.” 
  
And He turns His back on the uninterested. 
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And we would certainly hope that all of us this morning are among those who would call Jesus “Lord.”  But that’s not all there is to it.  

Even if you claim to believe Jesus is who He claimed to be, there is still a potential to fall short of living up to the revelation you have been given.

Jesus just got done calling His disciples His true family.  Let’s take a look at what happens with them.  Mark follows the chronological order, so TT Mk.4:35

Mark 4:35-41
35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, "Let us go over to the other side." 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 

Note the details in the story: the mention of the time of day (v. 35), the reference to Jesus "just as he was" (v. 36), the statement about the "other boats," the position of Jesus in the boat (v. 38), the mention of the cushion, the sharp rebuke made by the disciples, and their terror and bewilderment. Taken together these suggest the report of an eyewitness.
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37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, "Teacher, don't you care if we drown?" 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, "Quiet! Be still!" Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, "Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?" 

We will talk next week about this miracle, but for now I just want you to notice v.40.  

I once referred to this as a rebuke in a seminary class, and I was castigated in front of the whole class by the professor.  

“What do you mean ‘rebuke’?  It wasn’t a rebuke.  Jesus isn’t going to rebuke them for being afraid as they are about to drown!  They are in the middle of raging storm, the boat is sinking, no life jackets, etc.  Jesus isn’t so unreasonable that he would rebuke them for having natural fear.”
40
 I’m really glad that professor decided to make such a point to ridicule my comment, because it caused me to look into that passage more carefully.

When I did so I was shocked at what I found.  That prof’s comments made sense to me, so you can imagine how amazed I was when I actually looked up this word for “afraid.”  

The word literally means “cowardly.”  It is a very harsh term.  The only other time it’s used is Rev.21:8, which is a list of people who will be shut out of heaven.

That list includes the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars

But number one on this list is the cowardly…their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."
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They’re the ones who fear the threats of the beast more than they trust the love of Jesus.

We are not to be cowards.  Christianity requires are certain amount of boldness and courage.  God has promised that nothing will ultimately harm you, but He does not promise no pain.

We can take great courage as Christians.  God has promised to care for us.  It is a slap in the face of our Protector when we assume He will leave us or forsake us.

This is the first of several rebukes of the disciples by Jesus for their lack of understanding and faith  

Mk. 7:18 He calls them dull.

In the next chapter (8:17-18) He rebukes them for failing to understand and having hardened hearts

In Mt.14:31 He rebukes Peter for doubting and sinking after he had walked on water!
  Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"

Two chapters later He calls Peter “Satan” (Mt.16:23)

After the resurrection, in Lk 24:25 some of His followers were distressed over the tomb being empty on the third day and Jesus said  "how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!

And it’s all summed up in Mt.17:17 when the disciples failed at a miracle attempt and Jesus said,  O unbelieving generation, Jesus replied, how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you

Jesus rebuked them harshly and often for seemingly small things.. 

Others are commended for seemingly very little faith.  Why is Jesus so harsh on the Disciples?  

It’s because of Luke 12:48  From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.

You will be evaluated not based on how much you obey, but on how much you obey in relationship to how much you have been given.  
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Take a moment and evaluate your spiritual growth recently.  Don’t ask, “Am I making progress?” or even “Am I making progress compared to so and so?” but rather, “Am I making progress in proportion to what I have been given?

So at this point in Jesus’ ministry the picture is grim.
The Jews decide He is demonic and satanic.
His own family decides He is deranged and demented. 
Only a few, faithful followers call Him Lord, but even their faith is almost non-existent so He has to say to them Why are you cowards? Do you still have no faith?

No wonder, when Jesus got to thinking about His Second Coming He said, in Lk.18:8 when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?" 

I really think this passage was intended by God to be a little unsetting for us.  

It’s not enough to call Him Lord.

On mornings when we study a passage that is designed to be an encouragement, my goal is for you all to leave encouraged.  But some parts of Scripture are designed to shake us up.

So let me leave you with this thought: could it be that what Christ requires of us – the level of faith He calls for, is much more radical than we ever realized?
45


·	Cards & brochures
·	Pick up a visitor’s pack
·	Theology class & prayer
·	Setup signup 
·	next Sunday is the fellowship meal
·	 5th Grade group Friday the 31st at our house from 6:30-8:30
·	 Applebees
·	 Thursday Bible study 
·	 Tuesday Bible study 
·	Call people forward to pray


BENNEDICTION
Dt.31:7-8  "Be strong and courageous, …  8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged."
Josh.1:7  Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 








