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Imitating Jesus (contd)
Knowing God & Loving People Part 5
1 John 2:6b

Summary: Jesus’ love for the Father expressed itself in love for people in nine ways.  Jesus was satisfied in God alone, but that did not drive Him into isolation because while He did not need to be loved by people to be happy, He did need to love those the Father loved in order to be happy.  Jesus joined in God’s affections by grieving and rejoicing over that which grieved or delighted God.  This is why Jesus preferred giving to receiving.  He especially loved those God especially loves (believers, the lowly and children, and repentant sinners).  He was a small group leader, performed miracles of compassion, gave up His rights for others, subjected himself to humiliation, pursued joy and enjoyed life, and was delighted by corporate worship. 
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1 John 2:3-6 We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4 The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to remain in him must walk as He walked.
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Introduction
When we studied v.6 I decided we needed to do a brief study of the way Jesus walked before moving on to v.7, so today is the third in a 3-week study of the walk of Jesus that we are to imitate.  I went through the gospels and epistles and made a list of all the things Jesus did (at least the ones that are most emphasized in Scripture), and grouped them all in a list of 19 categories.  The first five had to do with Jesus’ attitude:
	He submitted to the Father’s will

He humbled Himself, embraced frailty and weakness, and made His own neediness the platform that displayed the power of God.
He fasted
He grew and made progress
	He prayed
The next five focused more on Jesus’ actions – particularly in reference to spiritual warfare. 
	He was utterly committed to His calling and could not be sidetracked from it in the slightest. He knew His role in the war and was faithful to carry it out.

He was constantly alert to the warfare and always took it seriously.
He relied on proper interpretation and application of Scripture for victory in the warfare – trusting in God’s promises and warnings.
He was undeterred by opposition. He was able to think little of His suffering because He compared it with the joy of God’s presence and favor, and He knew suffering would bring Him to a greater experience of God’s presence and favor. 
He was baptized with John’s baptism of repentance – leaving us an example of how to recover from defeat in the warfare. He was never defeated, but He taught us that when we suffer defeat we can see God turn our defeats into victories if we repent.
And that brings us to the third portion of this list.  The first five were Jesus’ attitude toward God.  The next five were Jesus’ actions with regard to the warfare.  The rest all have to do with Jesus’ actions with regard to loving people.

Satisfied with God alone, yet did not isolate self    
Don’t start with Jesus’ love for people out of context
Everybody knows that Jesus loved people.  But it is a mistake to focus first (or only) on Jesus’ love for people.  In our world people think kindness and mercy and compassion toward people was all there was to Jesus.  But the love Jesus showed to people is meaningless apart from the context of how that love for people was an expression of His love for the Father.  And if you don’t understand that connection - if your love for people is not a conscious expression of love for God, then one of two things will happen: People will become a distraction to your relationship with God, so that your loving them actually pulls your attention away from God, or people will simply be excluded from your relationship with God.  Your walk with the Lord will become a private affair between you and Him and other people will be left out of the picture.  And the way to avoid those errors is to learn from Jesus’ example about the proper connection between loving God and loving people.
And that connection is category #11.  We found two weeks ago that Jesus’ food and drink, was doing the will of God the Father.

John 4:34 "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”

Jesus didn’t need anyone to be nice to Him or to- pat Him on the back or- be considerate or- treat Him a certain way or- show Him love in order for Him to be happy.  Fellowship with the Father alone was enough for Him.  It was like tasty, filling, satisfying food to His soul.
Listen to what Jesus said at the moment when Jesus knew all His closest friends would abandon Him in His greatest hour of need: 

John 16:32 You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.

The Father’s love was enough.  It was all He needed for His joy.  However, that did not cause Him to withdraw from people, because as He drew near to God, the God He was drawing near to was a God who loves people.  So the closer Jesus was to the heart of the Father the more He was compelled to love people.
When Jesus said “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me” in Jn.4:34, the context of Jesus saying that was when Jesus wasn’t interested in eating lunch because His soul was so satisfied after having spent that time ministering to a repulsive outcast.
Ministry to people was what nourished and sustained Him, and it satisfied His soul like food satisfies the stomach.  Ministry for the sake of ministry doesn’t satisfy the hungry soul.  But ministry that is an expression of love for people – a deep affection for people that exists because of God’s love for those people and your nearness to the heart of God - that kind of ministry will satisfy the longings and hunger pangs of your soul.
So, did Jesus need people to be happy?  Yes and no.  Jesus did not need people to show love to Him in order for Him to be happy.  However, He did need to show love to the people His Father loved in order for Him to be happy, because fullness of joy comes from loving the people God loves because God loves them.
So on the one hand we follow Jesus’ example by not looking to people’s love for us for our joy.  If you become dependent upon people such that you can’t be happy when people disappoint you or leave you or fail to love you; if when people reject you or mistreat you or abandon you, you find it impossible to find joy, that means you were looking to them and not to God for your joy and that is idolatry. And when you fall into that kind of error, sometimes God will keep on taking people away from you or keep letting people disappoint you over and over until you learn to be satisfied in Him alone as the people in your life come and go.  Then you will have a joy that no one can touch.
But on the other hand we also follow His example of not withdrawing from people and becoming monks.  If you are the type who just wants private fellowship with God, and you don’t care to be around people then you aren’t really having much fellowship with God.  You can’t claim to be close to God while having a heart toward people that is at odds with God’s heart.
So if you wake up on Sunday mornings and it is all you can do to drag yourself out of the house to come to church, you need to strive to imitate the heart of Jesus whose food and drink was ministry to people.  If you wake up and you are tired and weak, then what you need is strength and energy.  And strength and energy come from eating food.  And the food that will nourish and strengthen and energize your soul is ministry to people that flows out of your love for God.  So when you wake up dead tired on a Sunday morning you should say, “Man, I’m tired – I need to get to church where I can love some folks and pour out my heart in serving the people God loves, so I can get some strength.”

Joined in God’s affections 
Another category where Jesus’ love for the Father found its expression in love for people was in His affections – the things that grieved or angered Him and the things that delighted Him.
Grieving 
Jesus was a man of sorrows.  But His sorrows were not mainly connected to hardship.  We don’t see a lot of verses that say, “And Jesus was grieved, because the strap on His brand new sandals kept pulling out.  No.  When circumstances were hard (which they were throughout most of His ministry), or when people sinned against Him, inconvenienced Him, slighted Him, ignored Him, betrayed Him, beat Him, or crucified Him, He responded with patience… - and love.  He prayed for them, taught them, fed them, pleaded with them, had compassion on them, loved them, served them, and died for them.
But when people sinned against the Father He was infuriated.  When they desecrated His Father’s house He literally put a whip to their backs.

John 2:16 He said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!"  

Do something against Him and He responds with softness and patience.  But violate His Father’s house and He responds with violent anger.
Jesus’ anger always rose up out of His love.  He was angry about the Temple because of how much He loved the Father- and because of His love for people.  The Temple was supposed to be a place where Gentiles could come and approach God in prayer.  But instead they were being ripped off and turned away and taken advantage of and misled. 
Jesus’ hottest anger was reserved for false teachers – both because they misrepresented God and because they harmed people.  Jesus’ rebuke of the false teachers in Mt.23 is absolutely fierce.  He had to have been shouting, “Woe (damned) are you Pharisees… hypocrites…blind guides…whitewashed tombs full of every kind of wickedness…you blind fools…you snakes – prophet killers”  I don’t think He was using a Mr. Rogers voice when He said all that.
There is only one time when the gospel writers actually use the word “anger” to describe Jesus’ emotions.  It was when the disciples were preventing the little children from coming to Him.

Mark 10:14 When Jesus saw this, he was angry. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them

The thing that touched Jesus’ emotions most deeply was when the people He so dearly loved were cut off from grace.
Rejoicing
So Jesus’ anger and sorrow reflected His love for God, and so did His joy.  His joyful outburst of praise in Lk.10 came from His delight in God’s plan to hide the truth from the wisest and reveal it to little children. 

Loving people with His love
Jesus was a man of great joy.  He spoke a lot about His joy and His desire that we experience His joy.
I made the point a minute ago that the highest joy comes from loving the people God loves because He loves them.  Let me show you that from Scripture.  Look at v.11.  This is an amazing verse.

John 15:11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

Does that capture anybody’s interest? – The prospect of having the very joy of the Lord Jesus Christ in you, and having that joy be made complete in you?  Anybody want that?
How do you get it?  Look at the beginning of the sentence: “I have told you this (referring to v.10) so that my joy may be in you…”  So the way to have the joy of Jesus Christ in your heart is through… - whatever it is He just said in v.10.

10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.

He told us that so we could have His joy.  So to get Jesus’ joy (which is the greatest joy there is), and to have it be make complete in you, you must obey His command.  So what is His command exactly?

12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  

There are a lot of varieties of joy, and a lot of ways to get joy, but the deepest, highest, greatest kind of joy comes from loving people with His love.

Jesus preferred loving to being loved
That is why Jesus preferred loving people over being loved by people.  He preferred that because He enjoyed the blessedness that came from it.  And He taught us to have that same motivation.

Acts 20:35 we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"

The word “blessed” means “having cause for joy.”  You have greater cause for joy when you give love than when you receive it.
When your focus is on being treated well by people it is a guaranteed destroyer of your joy.  You are not in control of how well people love you, and so if your joy is dependent upon that, then when people fail to love you, you are powerless to maintain joy.  And your life degenerates into a pile of resentment toward everyone who fails to love you in the right way.  But if your joy comes from being the tool God uses to love others – that you can control.  Which means you can have as much joy as you want all the time.

Especially loved believers and the lowly 
So Jesus was satisfied in God alone which translated into love for people because God loves people.  So Jesus loved deeply, and without prejudice or favoritism.  Although that is not to say He loved everyone exactly the same.  And that brings us to #13.
Especially loved believers
Jesus especially loved the people of God.  He loved them like family.

Matthew 12:47-50 Someone told him, "Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you." 48 He replied to him, "Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"  49 Pointing to his disciples, he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers.  50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother."

If you are going to follow in Jesus’ steps that will mean living a life in which spiritual relationships mean more to you than blood relationships.
Loving people is meaningless unless you love them because God loves them.  And God especially loves His people.  So if you find yourself having a hard time having a special, deeper kind of affection for believers, than your heart is far from His. 
Especially loved the lowly 
Anyone marginalized by society got special love from Jesus – especially kids.
As we saw a moment ago, the only time in His whole life when the Bible uses the word “anger” to describe Jesus was when they were keeping the children from coming to Him.

Matthew 18:5 Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.

When we come here on Sunday morning, if we want to welcome Jesus into our worship service then we had better be down on the floor taking the children into our arms and welcoming them.  If you are the type that gets irritated at a crying baby or can’t stand it when little kids act like little kids, it could be that you are hindering the presence of Christ in our church.  Jesus especially loved the lowly, the outcasts, the unlovely, and the children.
Especially repentant sinners
Another category of lowly people is repentant sinners.  In human religion there are certain kinds of sin that are considered so defiling that they are essentially unforgivable.  If you have been involved in them you are forever a second-class kind of person.  But for Jesus the issue was never the type of sin people had committed, but rather whether or not they were repentant.  And so you see Jesus always freely welcoming and forgiving and loving repentant sinners – even sinners who had been really bad.
If we want to follow in Jesus’ steps we will stop assessing people based on which sins they struggle with or have committed in the past, and start assessing people only on the basis of one thing – are they repentant or unrepentant?  If a prostitute or drunkard or death-row criminal came to Jesus in repentance, He would immediately and completely forgive them and welcome them.  But if an upstanding, morally impressive man came with some unrepentant greed in His heart, Jesus would send Him away.  We follow Jesus’ example by making repentance or unrepentance the only issue in whether we welcome sinners.

Was a small group leader  
Another way Jesus expressed His love for God through love for people was by being a small group leader.  If you study all the deeds of Jesus this is one you can’t miss.  Most of the time when you think of Jesus’ ministry you think, Jesus was primarily a preacher.  But He probably put more time into His ministry as a small group leader than His preaching ministry.  And far more people were converted through His small group than through His preaching.  Jesus’ model for ministry was to devote most of His time to discipling 12 men – three of whom He gave special attention to.
If you think your ministry is insignificant because you don’t have a world-wide outreach, remember that Jesus didn’t either.  His ministry was very localized.  He did preach to large crowds, but most of them didn’t listen, and most were not converted.  His effectiveness came through the small group of 12 that He poured His time into.  Aspiring to become a small group leader would be a great way to follow Jesus’ example, but also realize that every one of you has a small group of people among whom you either have or could have some spiritual influence.  Take that very seriously.

Performed miracles 
 “Surely that’s not an area where we are to follow His example.  Jesus told the Apostles to do that, but non-Apostles are never commanded to do that.  We don’t have the power to perform miracles, so how do we follow Jesus’ example with miracles?”  Three ways:

Draw attention to them
First, Jesus pointed people to His miracles to prove that He was the Messiah.  That is how He proved His Messiahship to John the Baptist when he had doubts in Mt.11.  When John was thrown in prison and started to doubt he sent his disciples to ask Jesus if He was really the Messiah in Mt.11.  So we follow His example by pointing people to His miracles as proof of who He was – especially the miracle of the resurrection.

Miracles that demonstrated love and compassion (we should demonstrate love and compassion)
A great majority of Jesus’ miracles were acts of compassion with regard to people’s suffering.  Jesus had a lot of options with regard to how He could prove His power.  He could have re-arranged the stars, or levitated buildings, or turned the Sea of Galilee into glass, or whatever.  But He chose to mainly heal people.  He chose acts of divine power that illustrated divine love and compassion.

Emphasis of spiritual needs over physical
And we follow in His steps by showing love and compassion to the weak and sick and poor and needy.  Jesus is the model for true compassion.  And perhaps the most important principle about compassion that we learn from Jesus is that He always emphasized spiritual needs over physical needs.  Jesus focused most of His ministry efforts on the interested.  He didn’t spend a lot of time on the disinterested.  After He fed the 5000 one meal, and they came the next day wanting more free food, He refused because it wasn’t helping them receive His Word.
This is why nothing upset Jesus more than false teachers – because nobody does more harm to people than false teachers.  If spiritual issues are more important that physical issues then murderers and rapists and thieves and muggers do not harm people as much as false teachers.
That’s why I would rather give my money to missions than to the Red Cross.  True love is not content to just make people comfortable while they go to hell.  We should care about all kinds of suffering, but true love will care more about eternal peril than temporal peril.
Gave up rights for others 
Didn’t grasp rights Php.2
For #16 in our list we return again to Php.2.  One of the chief characteristics of Jesus that we are told to imitate is the giving up of His rights.

Philippians 2:5-7 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the very form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, taking the very form of a servant  

All the glories and honors and delights of being God in heaven were rightfully His.  He had every right to remain right where He was, and was not obligated in any way to give up any of it.  But from Jesus’ example we learn that love is eager to give up rights for the benefit of others. 

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.
Ephesians 5:2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Giving up yourself for someone else means giving up things that would bring you pleasure because you prefer the greater pleasure of loving that person. 
No doubt one of the reasons God gave us so many freedoms is so we would have something precious to give to those we love.  Just like with material things, God gave us private ownership instead of a communistic system so there could be such a thing as generosity – we can give to people.  And it is the same way with your freedoms.  If I have the God-given right to behave in a certain way, but I can benefit you by setting aside that freedom, then when I set it aside you can see how much I love you.
There are two classic passages in Scripture that speak at length about giving up freedoms for the sake of a weaker brother: Romans 14-15 and 1 Corinthians 10.  And both of those passages appeal to the example of Christ.
 
Romans 15:1-3 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself… 

1 Corinthians 10:32-33 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God--  33 even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 11:1  Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. 

One of the questions we ask every elder and deacon candidate is, “If you drink alcohol, would you be willing to give that up for the sake of a weaker brother?”  And any answer other than, “Of course!” is not acceptable.  When I ask someone that and their face turns red and they say, “That’s my RIGHT!”  - and then they go off on a rant about legalism and freedoms and all that; that person is disqualified for spiritual leadership- not because he drinks, but because he doesn’t understand love.
Enslaved Himself in service
Very often, when I talk to people about giving up some freedom for the sake of a weaker brother, the answer comes back: “That would make me a slave to his preferences.”  But what does Philippians 2 say?

Philippians 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus, who … 7 but emptied himself, taking the very form of a slave

Jesus didn’t recoil from the idea of being a slave to others.  He put a towel around His waist and performed the most menial act of the lowest slave by washing everyone’s feet.  That is literally the 1st century equivalent of a doormat.  And then He said:

John 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.

If we are going to walk in Jesus’ steps we are going to have to serve one another as slaves.

Humiliation 
And if the idea of being a slave is just too humiliating for you, you are really not going to like this next one.  Number 17 in the list is Jesus subjected Himself to humiliation.  He not only gave up the honor and glory of being worshipped by all the angels and magnificent, awesome beings of heaven in order to take upon Himself the humiliation of becoming a weak, lowly, dependent, needy creature; going from the very throne of heaven to crying in a manger and needing someone to change His diapers.  (The humiliation of becoming human was already an infinite descent.)  But He didn’t stop there.  He went down even lower, and took a place among the most despised of men.  It is humiliating to be rejected by your own people.  It is humiliating for the most respected leaders to publicly call you a heretic and accuse you of being demon possessed.  It is humiliating to have your own family decide you are insane.  It is humiliating to have all your best friends abandon you in your time of need, and to have the leader of them publicly deny even knowing you.  The degree of disdain people had for Jesus is unbelievable.  His life ended with the people screaming for His blood.  They were spitting on Him and mocking Him and beating Him, and they mocked and jeered and joked as He hung naked on the cross.
We all know what it is like to be humiliated.  Not many of us know as much about what it means to voluntarily subject yourself to humiliation that you don’t deserve.  But that is what Jesus calls us to.  We are called to join Him in His humiliation and shame.

Hebrews 13:13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore.

Jesus is outside the camp.  And we have the option of remaining in the camp or going out there with Him.  When the conversation at school or work turns against the things of God, and you are faced with the decision of speaking up for Christ or just keeping quiet; you can stay there inside the camp where everyone will welcome you as long as you go along with them, or you can go out there and stand with the One they are mocking.  And you can receive the unspeakable privilege of bearing some of His disgrace and enduring some of His suffering.
Much of the Church today doesn’t want to bear any disgrace.  There are a lot of Christians who think that is a hindrance to the gospel.  They figure, “If the world thinks we are a bunch of morons or lunatics, then we will never reach them for Christ.  So we have to convince them that Christianity is respectable,” so they take the offensive stuff out.  Let’s modify Genesis 1 so they won’t think we are unscientific.  Let’s keep quiet about repentance and hell, and divine wrath, and election and predestination – or anything else they might not like.  Let’s not say much about the miracles.  Let’s become respectable in their eyes.
And the writer of Hebrews says, “No, let’s go stand with Him outside the camp and bear the disgrace He bore.  And let’s do our evangelism by calling people to leave the camp and join us out there with Christ so they can bear His disgrace too.”

Pursued joy 
By now some of you might be thinking, “Man, this following Christ thing sounds like misery.  Do we just have to be miserable in this life if we want to be Christians?”  Well, what do we learn from the example of Christ?  According to Hebrews 12, why did He endure the shame of the cross?  For the joy set before Him!
Number 18 in the list is this – if we are going to follow Jesus’ example, we are going to have to live our lives pursuing joy.  Jesus’ main pursuit was to seek joy from the Father.  And that was not restricted to what would happen after His resurrection either.  He ministered to the woman at the well because He wanted joy.  That ministry was like food to His soul.  He called us to love people so that His joy might be in us.  If He wasn’t very happy then why would He say that His goal was for us to experience His joy?  He was happy, and His love compelled Him to want us to know the happiness that He knew.
Enjoyed life
Jesus enjoyed the pleasures of life.  When He slept on the boat during the storm, Mk.4:38 says He was sleeping on a cushion.  Some monk in a monastery might read that and say, “Doesn’t He know anything about self-denial?”  Self-denial for the sake of the joy of loving people is a good thing.  But self-denial just for the sake of making yourself uncomfortable is not a Christ-like thing to do.  Why did Jesus have a cushion?  I’m going to go way out on a theological limb here and suggest that it was because He wanted to be comfortable.  If you want to put your head on a nice, soft pillow, then you are like Jesus Christ. 
Did Jesus fast?  Yes – one time that we know of.  But most of the time He was not fasting.  Most of the time Jesus enjoyed eating and drinking.  John the Baptist was called by God to a very austere life of self-denial.  But Jesus enjoyed food and drink.

Matthew 11:18-19 John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'  19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." 'But wisdom is proved right by her actions."  

They were wrong about Jesus being a glutton and drunkard, but obviously Jesus must have enjoyed food.  That phrase “eating and drinking” pictures someone celebrating at a wedding feast or party.
Jesus enjoyed the pleasures of life.  He was a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering, and whenever there was a choice between some earthly pleasure and the will of God He chose the will of God hands down.  But when the two were not in conflict, Jesus enjoyed fellowship with the Father through earthly pleasures.  We have talked about this many times.  If you enjoy the pleasures of life without reference to God, without paying any conscious attention to Him – that’s idolatry.  That is gaining your joy from earthly things instead of God.  But if you use the pleasures of this world as emblems of God’s goodness, and you consciously think of them as expressions of His love, and if, each time you enjoy them you think of how delightful God must be to be the Author of such a delightful thing, and at the same time you understand how utterly incapable that earthly pleasure is of giving you joy in and of itself; then your enjoyment of earthly pleasures is acceptable worship that glorifies God.  If you want to follow in Jesus’ steps you are going to have to make joy the pursuit of your life.  You are going to have to make joy your highest goal.  And you are going to have to prefer the greatest joy over lesser joys.  And you are going to have to make your main pursuit the greatest joy of all – which comes from loving the people God loves because God loves them.  Remember Acts 20:35?  Jesus preferred giving to receiving because He got more blessedness out of giving than out of receiving, and Jesus wanted maximum blessedness.”


Delighted in corporate worship and fellowship
So don’t think of following Jesus as a matter of mostly denying your desires.  Following Jesus is not mostly a matter of denial; it is mostly a matter of preferring greater joys to lesser joys.  Jesus’ life was a life of desiring massive joy and going after it – and saying no to anything that got in the way of it – like lesser joys.
The strongest statement of desire that Jesus ever made (that I could find) was in Lk.22:15.  In that passage there was something Jesus wanted so bad, He said epithumea epithumeo.  Epithumia is the normal Greek word for lust.  It doesn’t always have a sexual or negative connotation – it just means extreme, intense desire.  And Jesus uses noun and the verb: “I have intensely desired with intense desire.”  He never said that about anything else.  So what was it that He desired with such intense desire?

Luke 22:15 And he said to them, "I have intensely desired with intense desire to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.

And not only did they celebrate the Passover feast together, but that was when Jesus preached to them what we now call the Upper Room Discourse.  All that wonderful teaching from John 13-17.  The washing of the disciples’ feet and His teaching on that, the section in ch.14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also in Me. I am going to prepare a place for you, the teaching about the Holy Spirit, who would come as a Comforter, the Vine and the Branches, the promises of joy and heaven, the high priestly prayer.  And according to Mt.26:30 and Mk.14:26 they closed out their time together with singing. 
And in addition to all that, it was when Jesus transformed the Passover into communion.  Jesus intensely desired to partake of the very first communion with His Disciples.  One of the ways we imitate Jesus is by enjoying communion.  And for Jesus communion was a very, very big deal.  He took the greatest Jewish feast of the year – Passover – which was instituted by God and practiced and celebrated faithfully by the Jews for 1500 years; and in one night transformed it into a completely new celebration.  Throughout Jewish history Passover had been the greatest celebration of the year because it commemorated the greatest act of divine salvation ever – the deliverance from Egypt.  But Jesus was just about to do a greater act of salvation, and so now we celebrate that with communion.  It was a very big deal to Jesus, and He eagerly desired to do it.  So the last point (19 in our list) is really more than one thing.  Jesus intensely desired fellowship with the 12, ministry to the 12, and to participate in this high act of corporate worship with the 12.  So we follow Jesus’ example by pursuing joy, especially the joy of loving people, and especially the joy of loving people in the context of corporate worship, preaching, singing, fellowship, ministry, and communion.  Any time you are in the car on Sunday morning on your way here and there is not intense desire in your heart, cry out to God in your car to give you a heart like Christ’s so that you might follow in His steps. 
Were the conditions ideal in that upper room that night?  No.  Was the worship team any good?  Definitely not like what Jesus was used to in heaven.  Peter was probably singing too loud and too fast, and Thomas was probably questioning whether they had picked the best hymn.  Judas walking out in the middle of communion certainly had to have put a damper on the whole meeting for Jesus.  And yet Jesus’ heart was full of joy because that worship service was the fulfillment of deep, powerful, intense, desire in His great heart. 

Conclusion 
If anyone claims to remain in Him he must walk as Jesus walked.  And if you can’t remember all 19 things in the list, just keep the three categories in your mind: Devotion to God, Warfare against Satan, and Love for people.  The one who claims to remain in Him must love God, seek God, submit to God, and treasure God’s will above all.  He must remain alert to the warfare and fight hard using faith in the Word of God.  And where he fails he must repent and turn back to God.  And he must draw near enough to the heart of God that it compels him to love people.  And to love them with a love that will give up any freedom and any pleasure for the greater joy of loving those God loves because He loves them.  Their lives will be a pursuit of joy in God fulfilled mainly through worship and fellowship with God’s people.


Benediction:  Col.3:12-14  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.


Devotionals
Day 1: The God of the heavens
Psalm 8:3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 
Our solar system is strategically placed in the Milky Way in just the right place for scientific observation.  God wanted us to see the vastness of the heavens. 
One would think that contemplation of the heavens would be a certain path to humility.  When a man considers how infinitely puny he is in comparison even to the earth, much more the solar system or galaxy or universe – or even things that are minute in comparison with the earth, like volcanoes, tidal waves, earthquakes, hurricanes, fires, tornados, lightening, etc.; it would seem that humility would be virtually guaranteed.  And yet human beings - these undetectably small microbes on the speck of our solar system –strut around imagining ourselves to be God – assuming all the creation exists to serve us!  We even go so far as to pass judgment on the Creator and His works!  We prefer to think about ourselves rather than Someone who is infinitely good and infinitely beautiful! 
Man has indeed been exalted by God, but proper contemplation of the vastness of the creation should cause us to marvel at that exaltation.  The entire population of all of humanity compared to the size of our local galaxy is as a single electron compared to the entire earth.  Who could possibly be mindful of a single electron?  Who would care about one electron?  Much less an individual person, which is like one billionth of that electron? 
Dear Lord, let the contemplation of the vastness of the creation humble Your servant.  Let it have the effect it was designed to have.  Let it astonish me with Your greatness and my relative insignificance and the wonder of Your condescension.  Much of the time it has so little effect on me.  How easily my spiritual sensitivities become almost completely deadened, Lord.  Awaken Your servant this morning.  Please, wake me up and open my eyes and enliven my spirit to be able to rejoice in You this morning – to rejoice in this particular attribute of Your mindfulness, care and glorification of puny man – of puny me!  Let today be the beginning of a life of hungering and thirsting to experience this attribute, and a deep longing to enjoy the fellowship of receiving and enjoying Your mindfulness, care and exaltation of me in relationship to my relative insignificance. 
What is wonderful about this attribute:
God’s mindfulness always refers to movement with favor toward the object remembered.  God’s care refers to His attending to us both concern and in action.
What an amazing thing it is that we should have awareness of God.  The huge stars and galaxies are great in size, but surpassed by puny man in that man alone can consider his Creator... and speak to Him, and have Him listen!  Jupiter is huge, but it only sits as an object – never using the first or second person, it only sits in dormant silence and is referred to in the third person (“it”).  There is no “I” or “You” for the greatest parts of the created physical world.  To us alone God has given that we might contemplate and even commune with our own Creator. 
Experiencing this attribute:
What a tragic folly it is for us to have received this inestimable grace and to ignore it most of the time. What blackness there must be in our hearts to be aware that all this is true and yet to be unmoved, and to be so unimpressed with it that we would prefer to think on other things. 
Lord, draw me close to Your heart in this room right now.  The end of my prayer time is approaching, and I feel I’ve barely communed with You at all.  I feel my heart has not been united at all – half my thoughts are drifting over the place. Help me to crucify this flesh, Lord!  You enable Your servant to come into Your holy presence, and the body of this death prefers to think about the most trivial of trivia.  Father, I know You are here.  Your Holy Spirit is right here with me, attending to my prayer even as I fail to attend to my own prayer!  You listen to my words even more than I do. 
Think: If the almighty, eternal God would stoop so low as to move with favor toward and attend to lowly man, how precious should be even the lowliest of people to us!  If He is not too big or too important or too busy to attend to the needs of human beings, what insanity would make us think we are above caring for the lowly? 

Day  2: The God who exalts puny man
Psalm 8:3- 9 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
What is wonderful about this attribute:
One common mistake people make when they quote this passage from memory is to say, “When I consider the heavens…”  David didn’t say that. It is not “the heavens;” it is “Your heavens.”
When we look up into the gigantic clouds or the vastness of space, and gaze upon the same heavenly bodies that have thrilled the hearts of billions of people – almost every person from the time of Adam until today – we see the same moon that Adam sat and enjoyed, the same stars that amazed the writer of this psalm as well as all nonbelievers and scientists, about which so many brilliant men have written so many thousands of textbooks – we look up at that and can say, “I know the Owner of that.  My Father made that.”
And though it belongs to Him, God has given puny man that task of having dominion over the earth.  Setting man in a position to have dominion over the creation is like making an ant the Governor of California.  God has taken some dirt clods, made them in His image and lifted them to be vice regents over His creation!  Oh, how He has exalted those former dirt clods.  
Mankind then responded by rebelling against God and becoming lower than a dirt clod.  Dirt clods never rebel against God.  Mud is greater than man in that it is perfectly innocent and without sin.  Never do the rocks resist God’s will. 
But in His infinite mercy and grace, God reached down infinitely deeper into the miry pit – far below dirt clods; and redeemed wicked, rebellious, sinful men.  What amazing grace and condescension!  Why would He magnify and exalt an unclean and vile, rebellious creature?  Why put value on filthiness and fix His loving eye on an impure thing?  Why honor those who cost Him His life?  Why exalt the very creatures who attempt to pull Him down from heaven?  Why honor seditious traitors who would drag Him off His throne and exalt them to a place at His right hand?  What grace! 
Experiencing this attribute:
Whenever you see the lowliness of man (stupidity, weakness, or any other inadequacy for the task of ruling this world), instead of generating disdain in your heart toward the person, let that generate love toward the God who elevated such lowly creatures to such heights.
Think: Think of the people who are especially hard for you to love. Are you guilty of despising that which God has highly exalted? 

Day 3: The God who grants co-regency to puny man  
Psalm 8:3-9  When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 5 You made him a little lower than God The Hebrew text states that man is made a little lower than elohim. (a word that can mean “God” or “gods”). The LXX (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament that the New Testament writers used) interprets the word elohim to be a reference to angels, as do the modern English translations. I believe the word should be taken in its normal sense here, as a reference to God, not angels. 
The tendency to interpret this word to refer to angels comes from the fact that it seems wrong to think of man as being just a little lower than God. Even the highest of God’s creatures are far closer to the lowest of creation than they are to God, as the gap between the Creator and even the highest of the created is infinite. This is not an insurmountable difficulty, however. The psalmist is drawing upon the creation account in which man is given supremacy over the creation. Rather than simply identifying the creation as being under man, both the creation account and the psalm give extended lists of creatures over which man has dominion, thus highlighting both the expansiveness and the uniqueness of man’s dominion. No other creature is given dominion. Man shares his role of vice-regent with no one. The statement that man is a little lower than God, then, is not designed to speak of an ontological closeness to God, but rather that in the chain of command on earth, man is immediately below God with no intermediary levels. In the organizational chart of authority on earth, even though man is infinitely lower than God ontologically, man’s name still appears immediately below God’s as the very first delegated authority. and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
What is wonderful about this attribute:
Man is lower than God and higher than the rest of creation.  The world has it exactly backwards.  Evolution conceives of man as being lowly in relationship to the earth.  They believe we are nothing but evolved proteins destined to become dirt in a meaningless, purposeless process of random material changes. Yet at the same time they become puffed up with pride in relationship to God.  They believe man is the final determiner of right and wrong, and they look to themselves as the highest and final judge to whom they are answerable. 
The truth is exactly the opposite.  We are lowly with respect to God and exalted with respect to the creation.  God has made mankind in His image and crowned us with glory and honor, placing us as His vice-regents in this world.  No part of this created world is higher than man.  No “middle management” stands between us and Him.
This is a thrilling truth for anyone who desires nearness to God.  If God has given you a role of reigning over His creation that means as you carry out whatever role you have in this world, you are actually working side by side with God – infinitely beneath Him in His awesome, unapproachable majesty to be sure, but working along with Him nonetheless!  As His image-bearers the more we are faithful in carrying out that function the more we are in a position of being hand-in-hand with God!  And that means fellowship with Him (to the degree that we have conscious awareness of it and take delight in it).
Lord, I want nothing more than to be near You – to be in Your presence and to look upon Your glory and experience the unspeakable blessing of involvement with You and Your work and purposes.  And You have made me in such a way that I can enjoy all that simply by functioning as You intended for a human being to function.  Every moment in which I display Your image, I am walking in step with You.  Every moment in which I serve as vice-regent I am there by Your side!  Oh, Lord, let me know what it means to do that in the greatest possible way.  I want to be faithful to the purpose for which You designed humanity, that I may glorify You even in carrying out Your exaltation of me! 
Experiencing this attribute:
Whenever you have occasion to think about fellow human beings, remind yourself that they are image-bearers of the Almighty Himself.  Show them honor because of that and contemplate how they represent His image that you might rejoice in the things that are true of God reflected in them.  This is an especially good exercise to do in the context of those you would be tempted to lust after.  Redirect your thinking to focus on honoring them as image bearers and seeing God’s glory reflected in them. 
One of the reasons idolatry is wrong is because it elevates a created thing (like food or sex or fun) above man.  There is to be nothing between you and God.  When we are tempted toward any kind of idolatry we must remember that all of the creation is to remain under our feet where it belongs.  We are to have dominion over it; the creation is not to have dominion over us.  God has placed the creation under your feet.  Keep it there.
And when you see examples of how man’s grand dominion in Psalm 8 is not seen – but rather man is subject to the creation (especially seen in death), let that fill your heart fuller with hope and anticipation of the Day when through Christ Psalm 8 will be completely fulfilled. 
Think: Is there anything in the creation that should be under your feet that you have subjected yourself to as a slave? 

Day 4: The God who considers and cares for puny man
Psalm 8:3-9 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? 
What is wonderful about this attribute:
What a wonderful scene is pictured in this psalm, Lord.  David looks up and considers God’s handiwork while God looks down and is mindful of him.  As you have this time of devotions with the Lord, what could be better than your glorious privilege at this moment – as you are looking up and considering God and He is looking down and considering you!  What earthly joy or pleasure or privilege could even begin to compare to this?  To have your God look down and actually consider you – to be mindful of you and to fix His caring, life-giving gaze upon you, and for Him to consider you in response to your considering Him and His work.  This relational interaction – like a conversation, places you in God’s holy presence at this moment.  You are inside His sanctuary, able to behold His glory and power if He opens your eyes.
Experiencing this attribute:
Experience this attribute simply by being aware of and enjoying being considered and cared for by God.  Nothing could be better than to be considered and looked upon by God.  And yet the world does not even desire that.  They want God’s gifts, His help, His assistance in their plans and purposes, His resources and riches... but they don’t want Him.  They don’t want His gaze upon them; nor do they want to see His glory.  Fools!  They prefer the non-glorious above the Author of glory!  They prefer emptiness above fullness and ugliness above beauty.  They prefer bitterness above sweetness and poverty above riches.  They prefer meagerness above riches and paucity above feasting.  They prefer death above life. 
Oh Lord, how often I slide back into their insanity.  How many times every single day I prefer darkness above light.  Teach Your servant, dear Lord, to prefer You above all.  Strengthen my faith, that it may not falter when confronted with Satan’s lies.  Help me believe what I know, dear Lord – especially these truths about Your attributes.  Please, dear Father, weave them into the web of my beliefs and integrate them into my mind with such interconnectedness that they are a part of all my thoughts and beliefs and decisions and desires and choices and intentions and attitudes and emotions and concerns and words and actions.  It is a calamity, Lord, when the understanding of Your attributes sits for a few days on the periphery of my thinking but does not become a part of me.  When a truth about You is filed in my memory banks as something that needs to be retrieved and that is only accessed on rare occasions by one or two memory cues that are the only connection between those truths and the rest of my thinking.  My belief in and confidence in gravity is so ingrained in my belief system that it requires no memory cue at all.  Every action I do all day long and all my plans are based solidly upon belief in gravity.  Let the truths about Your character be that way in me, Lord.  Weave them in deep.  Mix them into me thoroughly.  Integrate them fully.  Re-homogenize me every week, stirring in the next truth You reveal to me through Your Word. 
This week, let the truth of the goodness of being remembered by You reign supreme in my affections and preferences.  Let me long above all to be considered and gazed-upon favorably by my God.  And yet at the same time let it strike fear in my heart.  Let me be deathly afraid of sin, because 1) it will cause You to turn Your gaze away to some degree, and 2) it will make Your purging, refining gaze painful as the dross is consumed.  As I consider today the grace of being considered by You, let that make me rejoice greatly in You fear You deeply. 
Think: God is mindful of you right now. What do you suppose is going through His mind? 

Day 5 – Living God’s love in order to know God’s love
Psalm 18:25-26 To the loving (HASID) you show yourself loving (HESED), to the blameless you show yourself blameless 26 to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 
God shows His HESED (love) to the HASID (loving, faithful, godly).  There are two aspects to this great promise – it is true both subjectively and objectively.
Subjectively our vision of Him is to a great degree limited by our own character.  When we lack a virtue it tends to blind us so that we cannot see that attribute in God clearly.  To be able to see it we have to do it.  We can have an abstract, theoretical knowledge of an attribute, but until we have had that virtue ourselves we cannot really see it and appreciate it and love it in God.  For example, until you have completely forgiven someone who has sinned egregiously against you, you can’t really appreciate or love God’s forgiveness.  Until you have been compassionate or merciful toward someone, your appreciation for God’s compassion and mercy is small. 
Lord, make me one of the HASID.  Make me a man who is upright and blameless before You, walking in all Your ways and following You with all my heart.  Like Your servant David, let my legacy be that of one who was fully devoted to You, who followed You completely, who walked in Your ways, who did what is right by observing Your statutes, who walked in integrity of heart and uprightness, who did what is right in Your eyes, not turning to the right or to the left, and who was a man after Your own heart.  Let me be a lover of people, dear Father.  Give me a heart of HESED so I can see and really enjoy Your HESED.  Let me feel the cost of showing love so that I can better appreciate Your costly love.  Let me feel the closeness to those I love so that I can appreciate the closeness You feel with me when You love me. 
Objectively those who are loving receive a greater experience of God’s HESED not only because they see it more clearly, but also because they actually receive more of it.  As we live in love and loyalty to God He will shower us with His faithful love. 
There are many, many reasons Scripture gives us for godliness.  But what motive could be higher than this one?  To obey and to exhibit a righteous trait out of a desire to see more clearly the glory of God in His exercise of that trait.  We honor Him most when we desire Him most, and when our desire rises to the level of driving us to live out His character because we so long to have more knowledge of Him, we bring Him double honor, and we bring ourselves double joy.
Think: Think of something good you were planning on doing today.  Add the desire to increase your knowledge and experience of that attribute of God to your complex of motives.


