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Knowing and Obeying
Knowing God & Loving People  Part 1
1 John 2:3-4

Summary: Knowledge of God is much more than mere accurate information about God, however it does require accurate information about God. It  also involves believing and delighting in that information, and it is the mark of a Christian. Verse 4 – all knowers are obeyers (cannot separate knowledge and ethics). It works that way because due to God’s nature, happiness is holiness – obedience is always better. Verse 3 – All obeyers are knowers (if you love people out of love for Christ you can have assurance, which God wants you to have). 
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121007" Knowledge of God	2
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121008" It involves the intellect	4
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121009" The Relational part	6
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121010" Believing	7
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121011" Love	8
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121012" Rare in the OT – promised in the New Covenant	8
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121013" Most important thing	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121014" Knowledge of God as a standing	9
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121015" The relationship between knowing and obeying	10
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121016" Verse 4 All knowers are obeyers	11
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121017" The necessary connection between knowledge and ethical behavior	11
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121018" You’ll always be happier if you obey	16
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121019" Obedience is a function of how you view your master	18
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121020" Holiness is happiness	20
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121021" Obey how much?	21
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121022" Verse 3 obeyers are knowers	23
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121023" Not the same as v.4	23
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121024" Seems like some non-knowers are obeyers	23
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121025" The commands are faith and love	24
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121026" Purpose: Assurance	26
HYPERLINK \l "_Toc192121027" Must be love for brothers because of Christ	27


1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands. 4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," without keeping His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly in him the love of God is perfected. 

Knowledge of God

1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him

The word translated “sure” is the word “to know.”  We see the word “know” (ginosko or oida) forty times in this tiny little epistle.  This book is all about knowing – knowing God and knowing for sure that you know God.
The false teachers John is writing against are in the movement that later became known as Gnosticism.  The term “gnostic” comes from the Greek word for knowledge (gnosis).  They were all about knowing truth.  They taught that the way to know truth is through a special enlightenment that gives you access to secret knowledge.  And only through that can a select few find access to God.  So John is writing against the knowledge snobs.  He is going to show us the truth about knowledge. 
Throughout this book John speaks frequently about the personal interaction believers have with God.  John makes it clear that Christianity is not about merely adhering to a religion or set of beliefs, or attending church, or signing on with some group.  It is a kind of relationship with God in which you have certain kinds of experiences with Him.  And John describes those experiences with various terms.  In chapter one he called it fellowship with God.  Now he calls it knowing God.  And in this same paragraph he will call it being in God and remaining in God.  Each of those descriptions has its purpose.  We studied the significance of the term “fellowship with God” in detail in chapter one. The term “fellowship” calls our attention to the mutual sharing aspect. You experience and undergo the same thoughts and events and feelings that God experiences and undergoes. You exist in a partnership kind of relationship with Him. You walk by His side by engaging in the same work He is doing, and by loving the same things He loves, and thinking the same kinds of things He is thinking. When you enjoy things in common with God that is fellowship with Him.  But here John switches to the concept of knowing God.  Essentially it refers to the same thing – the relationship believers have with God.  But the word “knowing” highlights a different aspect of that relationship, and if you know anything about the word “know” in the Bible you understand that it refers to a very close, personal relationship.  That is why it is used to refer to marital relations – it is an intimate, relational knowing. 
It involves the intellect
So it refers to much more than intellectual awareness of facts.  Information is crucial.  However, let me hasten to point out that it does include the intellect.  It is much more than awareness of information, but it is certainly not less than awareness of information.  I have to say that because in our day there is a downplaying of the importance of theology.  Theology is the study of God.  And any time the Church comes to a point of thinking the study of God is not important that is a very bad thing.  When people say, “I do not want to get into a lot of theology and doctrine and academic study – I just want to focus on relationships,” that spells disaster for the Church.
You cannot worship a God you do not know anything about.  If you worship a god who has a different set of characteristics from the one in the Bible, that is a false god.  There are some very prominent Evangelical leaders today who are saying Christians and Muslims worship the same God, because both religions believe in only one God.  That is like someone who says, “I believe our country has one president, and I support that president.”  And another person says the same thing, except the first person believes our president is George Bush, and the second one believes it is Al Gore.  Allah is not the same person as Yahweh.  And that is obvious from comparing their characteristics.  But you cannot do that if you do not know truth about God.  Ignorance about theology will result in worshipping a false god.
There are a lot of people claiming to be Christians who worship a god who sometimes makes mistakes.  There are some who worship a Jesus who is a created being.  There are some who worship a god who is not just and who will never punish sinners.  There are some who worship a god who is not powerful enough to prevent evil from happening.  There are some who worship a god who does not know the future.  There are some who worship a god who is governed by man’s free will, and who is not free to act as he pleases.  And now evidently there are some who worship a god who is no different from the god of the Koran.  None of those are the God of the Bible.  To know God you have to have some understanding of the doctrines of God’s perfection, eternality, triune nature, justice, wrath, omnipotence, omniscience, and sovereignty. And if you are ignorant of any of those doctrines you will be susceptible to error that can lead to worshipping a false god.  So information is crucial.
The Relational part
But by itself information is not enough.  You could have every verse in the Bible memorized and still not know God.  The purpose of information about God is always to get you to intimacy with God.  Think of the information as being like a seed.  If you just put it on the sidewalk, nothing will come of it.  But if you add two ingredients – soil and water, it will sprout forth in life.  Information is like the seed, and the two ingredients that bring life to it are faith and love.  Those are the water and soil that combine with the seed to bring forth life.  For each piece of information you have about God you must believe it and delight in it.

Believing
And when I say “believe” I am talking about more than just an intellectual assent.  You know how sometimes you can know in your mind that something is true, but something deeper inside you does not seem to believe it?  For example, have you ever been in a situation that you knew was safe, and yet you were shaking in fear?  Or you know in your brain that God is going to take care of you and yet you cannot sleep because of worry?  Or you know your sins are forgiven, yet guilt just never lets go?
It’s pretty obvious that there is a level of believing that runs a lot deeper than the mind.  It is a part of you that very often can only be convinced through experience.  But faith takes shape when each fact you learn about God becomes something you are fully convinced of right down to the very core of your being.  That is the believing part.

Love
The other part is the delighting part.  Loving God means taking delight in the things that are true about Him.  And that is not a mere intellectual exercise.  It happens when you experience God’s attributes, and enjoy the experience.
Think of someone in this church whom you love.  He or she is just a terrific person, and there is something about that person that has caused feelings of great delight in your soul.  Think of why that happened.  Maybe it is the person’s kindness.
But you could be given irrefutable proof of the kindness of some person you have never heard of, and it would not cause those feelings of love in your heart that you have toward that person whose kindness you have actually experienced and enjoyed.  The reason you have those feelings of love and delight is not just because your soul is convinced that some wonderful things are true about the person.  It is because you have personally experienced those wonderful things, and you found the experience to be delightful.  That is what it means to know that person.  Knowing God involves being aware of the truth about Him, being fully convinced of that truth, and taking delight in your experiences of those attributes. 
Rare in the OT – promised in the New Covenant 
In the OT it is fairly rare to hear about someone knowing God.  It is not at all rare, however, to read about the prophets accusing the people of failure to know God, and announcing that someday they will know God.

Jeremiah 4:22 "My people are fools; they do not know me.

Jeremiah 31:31-34 “The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers …  34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest" 
Most important thing
And that is a fantastic promise, because nothing is more important than the knowledge of God.

Hosea 6:6 For I desire loyalty and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me

So let’s take a look at what John says about knowing God in this passage.
The difference between the saved and the lost
1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands. 

You see that phrase “come to know”?  It points to the ongoing results of a past action.  You came to know God the day you became a Christian.  Knowing God or not knowing God is a matter of being saved or being lost.  All Christians know God, and no non-Christians know God.
However, just as we found when we studied about fellowship with God in chapter one, there are varying levels of knowledge of God among believers. When John talks about fellowship with God both the standing (saved or lost – fellowshipper or non-fellowshipper) and the relative daily experience (more or less fellowship with God as a Christian) are in view, but John emphasizes the latter more than the former. When speaking of knowledge of God, however, John emphasizes the former more than the latter, which explains the perfect tense.  That is why Paul prays for Christians who already know God to know Him better.

Ephesians 1:17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

So if you are a Christian, you know God, which means you will obey Him.  And as a Christian the more you increase in your knowledge of God the more you will obey Him.

The relationship between knowing and obeying

Why is that?  How does it work?  To answer that question, we need insight into the exact relationship between knowing and obeying.  And John’s main concern in verses three to five is to show us that relationship.

1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands. 4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," without keeping His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly in him the love of God is perfected. 

At first glance it sounds like he repeats the same idea three times.  But John is not just repeating a single idea, and what he is saying is actually quite complex.
Verse 4 All knowers are obeyers 
What you think he is saying in all three verses he is actually saying in verse four, so let’s start there.

4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," without keeping His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

What is the relationship between knowing and obeying in verse four?  The relationship is this – all knowers are obeyers.  Anyone who claims to know Him but who does not obey is a liar.  That means all true knowers of God obey – no exceptions.  Every single person who knows God obeys Him.  You cannot separate knowledge from ethics.

The necessary connection between knowledge and ethical behavior
The Gnostic opponents John is writing against were people who elevated knowledge to be the highest goal.  They were really big on abstract speculations about truth.  But they did not see any essential connection between knowledge of God and ethical behavior. There were a number of different forms of Gnosticism, but one thing they all tended to have in common was very little if any concern about ethics.  So you had people who were claiming to have ascended to the peaks of knowledge but who did not love their neighbor at all.
And we see that same disconnect in the knowledge-worshippers of our day.  One modern form of this same error is what I call scientism – the worship of science.  People in our culture think truth is all bound up in what we can figure out through the scientific method.  You can tell just by watching the news that our culture thinks the only reliable source of truth is science.  When they need to prove something beyond a shadow of a doubt they will always quote a scientist.  You do not see them doing that with pastors or theologians.   They might invite a pastor onto their news program to get an opinion, but never to make an authoritative pronouncement on anything.  For that they look to the scientist.  And if a scientist says it, it is gospel – especially if there is a consensus among scientists.  
And so you have a group of people that our culture looks to as the most reliable sources of truth, and for the most part this group of people (the scientists) see no connection at all between knowledge and ethics.  (Obviously there are exceptions, but for the most part they imagine that ethics are a matter of opinion only, and have nothing to do with truth.)
And on top of that we have a political system that is moving more and more toward thinking that we need to not only have a separation of church and state, but also a separation from morality and truth.  And so we have this education system that thinks we can provide an education completely devoid of anything having to do with God or morality. 
“But isn’t it true that 2+2=4, and Columbus sailed in 1492, and water is two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen, and independent clauses can be joined by a semicolon?”  Aren’t all those truths?  No - they are half-truths.  And half-truths can be some of the most deceitful of all lies.  There is a report that a well-known pastor in this area was involved in a long-term affair with the church organist.  That rumor turned out to be true – however that organist was (and is still) his wife.  You see, making a true statement without giving the fuller context can be the worst kind of lie.  Saying that he was sleeping with the organist, without giving the context that they were married, implied something that was not true.
How would you feel if they reported on the news that you inflicted severe bruises on your little toddler son and dislocated his arm?  And that much was true.  But what they did not report was that it happened when a drunk driver sped through your front yard and you saved your son’s life by pulling him to safety?  Half truths are lies.
And that is what naturalistic scientists do.  And that is what the public education system does.  The truths that science uncovers, and the facts about math and language and history and art all have their significance in the context of God’s purposes.  And outside of that context they are devoid of their primary significance.  And if you teach them in a way that implies otherwise you are lying, which means you are not teaching the truth.  If you tell me all about the massive size of the Milky Way, but you leave out the part about the fact that the One who made it and who sustains it and holds it in His hand is the one who owns me and to whom I am answerable, then you are a big time liar.
Another kind of knowledge worshipper is the one who seeks truth through philosophy.  There is a book by Paul Johnson called “The Intellectuals,” in which he describes the lives of those who shaped the Western world.  And as you read about the great philosophers you read about some of the most immoral, gross, wicked lives imaginable.  Their “truth” was devoid of ethical content.  Some of those men saw themselves as the ascended intellectuals who have risen above all the common people, and yet their lives would make a black mark on a piece of coal.
Imagine the greatest composer who ever lived was falsely imprisoned and separated from his family and he wanted to express his love to his children.  So in prison he writes a symphony for them.  And suppose the mother presents it to the children as nothing but a piece of music.  No mention of the father or his reason for writing it is mentioned – she just gives the kids an analysis of the harmonies, key signature, melody line, dynamics, etc.  That woman is a liar.
Any presentation of truth that leaves the impression that there are no moral implications is a half-truth.  You cannot separate truth from morality.  Where there is true knowledge there is holiness.  And where there is unholiness there is a lack of knowledge.

Hosea 4:1-2  … There is no truth, no faithful love, and no knowledge of God in the land!  2 Cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and adultery are rampant; one act of bloodshed follows another.

Where you do not have knowledge of God you get cursing and lying and murder and stealing and adultery and violence.  But where you have true knowledge of God, you not only have holiness, but everything becomes what it is supposed to be.

Isaiah 11:6-9 The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the goat. The calf, the young lion, and the fatling will be together, and a child will lead them. 7 The cow and the bear will graze, their young ones will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like an ox. 8 An infant will play beside the cobra's pit, and a toddler will put his hand into a snake's den.  9 No one will harm or destroy on My entire holy mountain, for the land will be as full of the knowledge of the LORD as the sea is filled with water. 

So if you want to decrease sin in your life, and increase godliness in your life, it will come only when you increase in your knowledge of God.

Colossians 1:9-10 We are asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him, bearing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge of God.

You will always be happier if you obey
So how does that work?  How is it that knowing is so absolutely certain to bring about obedience?  It is because of the nature of God.  You have all heard the saying, “To know him is to love him.”  Think about what that saying means.  When you say that about someone it means the person is so delightful that if you do not love him the only possible explanation is that you do not know him.  He is such a great guy that it is guaranteed that if you know him, you will love him.
This is a similar statement.  Except instead of saying “To know Christ is to love Him” he says, “To know Him is to obey Him.”  Why?  What is it about Jesus Christ that if you know Him you will for sure obey Him?
To answer that let’s ask this – why do people disobey?  Whenever you do something other than what you are told to do it is for one reason and one reason only.  It is because you think you will be happier if you do something else.  If someone tells you to go somewhere and you do not go, it is because you think you will be happier not going.  If someone serves you some dessert and you decline it because you are on a diet, you do that because you believe that the weight loss will make you happier than the dessert.  If your teacher tells you to get an assignment turned in by Friday and instead you decide to lie on your bed and listen to music, you do that because you think that will make you happier than getting the assignment in.
But what if every time that teacher told you to turn something in, if you got it in on time, he always gave you $1000?  If you had a teacher like that and someone at your school said, “I have an assignment due in that guy’s class, but I am going to blow it off,” what would you say?  You would say, “You don’t know that teacher.  Trust me – if you knew him, you would turn that assignment in.”  You see, when you know how powerful Jesus Christ is, and how generous He is with reward, and how faithful He is and how kind He is and how much delight He takes in obedience, once you know all that you will prefer obedience to Him over any other option.  That is why everyone who really knows Him obeys Him.
And it is true from the negative side as well.  If there were a powerful, mighty king who gave rich rewards to anyone who served him, but who also gave severe punishments to anyone who defied him, and you had some friends who were being influenced by some rebels, you might write them a letter that said, “If anyone decides to join the rebellion – he just doesn’t know this king.  Believe me - if you saw the severity of punishment that he metes out on rebels you wouldn’t dream of rebelling.  If you are thinking about defying this king, you just don’t know what he’s like.”
God is both a generous, loving Father and a fierce, terrifying, powerful king.  And if you obey Him it is absolutely guaranteed that He will make it worth your while, and if you defy Him it is absolutely guaranteed that you will regret it.  And if you doubt either one of those… you just do not know Him.

Obedience is a function of how you view your master
Obedience and disobedience is always a function of how you view the one in authority over you.  That is not the only factor, but it is the primary factor.  In the parable of the talents the master asked the disobedient servant, “Why didn’t you obey?”

Matthew 25:24 "Master, he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man … 25 So I was afraid.”
30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Why did the servant disobey?  He disobeyed because he thought the master was hard on people who invest money and make a mistake and suffer a loss.  And so he did not want to take any chances at all.  And beyond that, his beliefs about this master drove him to disobedience because it caused him to resent his master.  It is obvious this servant did not even care about his master’s affairs or his estate, because if he cared at all he could have just put the money in the bank.  That way there is no risk.  But this servant did not do that because he did not care about gaining any profit for his master.  His beliefs about what his master was what drove him to resentment and disobedience.
The servant was wrong about the master.  The master was not hard on servants who try and fail.  But he was hard on servants who disobeyed.  And he was incredibly generous to those who obeyed.  Obedience or disobedience comes from what you believe about your Master.
Holiness is happiness
And if you know the truth about our Master then you understand that holiness is happiness.  And unholiness is unhappiness. 

Psalm 119:1-2 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD. 2 Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.

Blessedness comes through righteousness, but “the way of the wicked is hard” (Pr.13:15).  No one is better off than the one who loves and obeys the commands of the Lord. 
And that is because God’s commands are not like any other commands or rules or laws.  The laws of our government are for the public good and may or may not be in your personal best interests in a particular instance.  The rules at your workplace or school sometimes benefit you and other times do not.  But God’s laws are nothing but paths to blessedness – every one of them, all the time, in every context.  They are all Doctor’s prescriptions for wellness and health.  There is never a time when God asks you to do something other than what is in your ultimate best interest.  When you believe that, and your soul is fully convinced of that, then when the enemy tries to deceive you with his lies and tells you, “Hey, this sin will be more satisfying than obedience to God’s law will be,” that lie will find no place to take hold in your soul.
So whenever you fall into sin remind yourself of this.  Preach to your soul and say, “Soul, if you knew more about what God is like, and if you had had more experiences of what it is like to be in His presence, you would have preferred fellowship with God over the pleasure of that sin.”  Take a moment right now and ask yourself, “Which commands does my soul have the hardest time believing will lead to greater happiness than the sin they forbid?  And based on the answer to that question, in what ways do you need to know God more?  (That would be a good topic of conversation for a family devotions, or over lunch today.)

Obey how much?
So, the main point of verse four is that all knowers are obeyers, which means if you do not obey you do not know God.  So how do we make that fit with chapter one?  In chapter one John made such a big point about the fact that everybody sins.  Nobody obeys perfectly, and those who claim they do are sinning by making that claim.  The reason John starts the book with all that, is so we do not misunderstand the rest of the book when he says things like what he says in this verse.  He does not want you to think that he is saying you have to obey perfectly or you do not know God.
So when John says that everyone who knows God obeys God he is saying there is a kind of obedience that is possible only through knowing God, and yet it is an imperfect obedience.  If you follow the process of chapter one with regard to sin (repent and come back into the light when you sin) then you are still in the category of those who keep His commands – even though you constantly fail.
So once again I have to disagree with those folks who say, “The difference between a believer and an unbeliever is the unbeliever is characterized by sin and the believer just sins once in a while.”  No. The difference is not how many times you sin – it is whether you walk in the light or in the darkness.  And whether the highest resolve of your life is obedience to Christ or not.  The person who truly knows God has an overall attitude that says, “My goal in life is to obey God.  If I had one wish it would be that I would never disobey God.”  However the degree to which you succeed in obeying Him will depend upon your level of knowledge of God.  As that knowledge of God increases so will your obedience.  The more experiences you have of the attributes and presence of God the more you will obey Him.
Verse three: Obeyers are knowers
Not the same as verse four
OK, now that we understand verse four let’s back up and take a close look at verse three.

3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands.

That is not the same thing he says in verse four.  Verse three is saying that if you keep His commands – if you obey Him – then that proves for sure that you know Him, which means there is no such thing as a person who obeys Him but who does not know Him.  In other words, all obeyers are knowers of God.  Can you see that?  Can you see that verse three rules out any possibility that a person could obey God and not know Him?  The point of verse four is that all knowers are obeyers.  But the point of verse three is that all obeyers are knowers. 
Those two statements are not saying the same thing at all.  If I say, “All bachelors are men,” that is not the same thing as saying “All men are bachelors.”  If a business owner said, “Everyone who works for me loves me,” that is not the same thing as saying, “Everyone who loves me also works for me.”

Seems like some non-knowers are obeyers
So let’s look at the relationship between knowing and obeying in verse three.  All obeyers are knowers.  How can that be?  What about those people who are not saved, but who read the Bible and try their hardest to do what it says?  They do not commit adultery because the seventh commandment says not to.  They do their best to be kind and to be honest and not to hurt others because they know that is what God commands.  If you do something good because God says to is that not obedience? 

The commands are faith and love
To get to the bottom of what John is saying here we need to understand what he means by obeying the commands.  What commands does he have in mind?  That is actually a fairly easy question to answer.  John answers it for us in verse seven.

1 John 2:7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command, but an old command that you have had from the beginning. The old command is the message you have heard.

That is a reference to the gospel.  The command is the Gospel.  And if you want that spelled out more specifically, take a look at 3:23.

1 John 3:23 Now this is His command: John alternates in his epistle between the singular and plural for what Jesus requires of us. That shows us that it is both a singular command (just love) and a complex of commands (all the outworkings of love). that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another as He commanded us.

The command is to have faith in Christ and to love.  And there are no people who do that who do not know God, because that is the way to know God – through faith.  And inseparably bound up with faith is love for God and love for your neighbor.  Every time John refers to God’s commands in this book love is always there in the context.

2:8-9 I am writing you a new command, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. 9 The one who says he is in the light but hates his brother is in the darkness 

4:21 And we have this command from Him: the one who loves God must also love his brother.

5:3 For this is what love for God is: to keep His commands. Now His commands are not a burden

2 John 1:5 So now I urge you, lady-- not as if I were writing you a new command, but one we have had from the beginning-- that we love one another. 6 And this is love: that we walk according to His commands. This is the command as you have heard it from the beginning: you must walk in love.

The word “command” appears 18 times in 1 & 2 John – every one in the context of love.  God’s command to us is that we love Him and love others with His love.  And that love is the love of faith.  When you have a relationship with God in which He makes promises and you trust in and rely on those promises, and entrust your life to Him, that is a relationship that springs forth in love for God and for others. Here’s why: The primary thing that keeps you from showing love is worrying about whether doing so will infringe on your happiness and satisfaction in life. I hesitate to be generous, because if I am generous what if there is not enough left over for me? I do not want to give up a night’s sleep to help you because what if I end up not having the strength I need to get through the day? I do not want to give up the things that love calls me to give up because it might prevent me from being happy. And so once faith is in the picture, and I can fully trust God to provide me with absolutely everything I need for joy and happiness and satisfaction of soul, the biggest obstacle that prevents me from showing love is now removed. I do not have to be afraid of what loving you is going to cost me - whether it be financial or emotional or physical or my time or some suffering or whatever - because God will provide me with absolutely everything I need for joy. He will make His very presence available to me 24/7, which means no matter what I loose or what I suffer I can be happy. And that frees me up to love you.  Later we will talk about why love for people is such a central mark of a genuine relationship with God.  But for now just understand that when John talks about obeying God’s commands he has primary reference to the gospel.  So the reason all obeyers of the commands are knowers of God is because the command is to have faith and to love – and that is what knowing God is all about.

Purpose: Assurance
So why does John have to make a point of the fact that there are no obeyers who are not knowers?  He does this so that you can have assurance of your salvation.  The purpose of verse four is to show the phonies that they are lost.  And the purpose of verse three is to show the true knowers of God that they are indeed saved.  It is important not only to be saved, but to know with certainty that you are saved.  There are some people who say, “You can’t know for sure if you are elect until you persevere all the way to the end.”  So for them there is no assurance until the end of your life.  But John says you can know for sure, and God wants you to know for sure.  That is one reason why John wrote this book.

1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

We are so prone to fixate on the message of verse four and pass right over verse three.  We are so ready to whip out verse four whenever we sin and question our salvation.  And to a degree that is a good thing.  The farther you go into unrepentant sin the more applicable the warning of verse four becomes.  So it is good to keep verse four in mind.  My question is why don’t we ever keep verse three in mind when we trust God and love His children?  Why don’t you ever look at your faith and your love and say, “Man, this just blows my doubts right out of the water”?  “I have to be a knower of God – otherwise there is no explanation for this faith and love in my heart.”

Must be love for brothers because of Christ
Now, maybe you are sitting there thinking, “The reason I don’t think that way is because every religious person thinks he has faith and love in his heart.”  And that is true.  Having an affection for people and thinking that you are a person of faith is pretty easy for a non-Christian to do.  So how is it that those are proofs of true salvation?  They aren’t.  Love is not Christian love unless you love the person because of your love for Christ.  Remember the sheep and goat judgment in Mt.25?  You will be rewarded with heaven if and only if you showed kindness to whom? – to those whom Jesus calls His brothers.  And the motive He gives us is to do so because in doing so we are showing kindness to Christ himself.  (“If you have done it to the least of these brothers of mine you have done it to me.”)

Matthew 10:42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."

People in the world might do lots of nice things.  But they do not do them as an expression of their love for the Lord Jesus Christ, which means they do not qualify as being obedient to Him.  So when you find your heart taking delight in a person simply because that person loves the Lord – that is proof of your salvation.  Rejoice in that!  Make much of that!  Mark it whenever it happens and write it down if you have to.  God wants those who truly know Him to know that they know Him.  So love us.  And love us because you love Him.  And then rejoice in the proof that you are a true knower of God.

Benediction: 1 Co.1:4-9  I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 for in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge--6 because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. 7 therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 he will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.


Devotionals

The God who is worthy of obedience
1 John 2:3-4 Day 1

1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands. 4 The one who says, "I have come to know Him," without keeping His commands, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

What is wonderful about this attribute:
What is the relationship between knowing and obeying that makes it so that knowing is so certain to bring about obedience? We have the saying, “To know him is to love him.” That is a statement about how lovable the person is. It means the person is so lovable that if you do not love him the only possible explanation is that you do not know him. 
This is a similar statement. To know Christ is to obey Him. Why? Because whenever you do something other than what you are told to do it is for one reason and one reason only - because you think you will be happier if you do something else. If someone tells you to go somewhere and you do not go, it is because you think you will be happier not going. If someone serves you some dessert and you decline it because you are on a diet, you do that because you believe that the weight loss will make you happier than the dessert. If your mother tells you to clean your room and instead you decide to lie on your bed and listen to music, you do that because you think that will make you happier than obeying your mom.
But what if every time your mom told you to clean your room, if you got it done within a half hour, she gave you $1000 to spend however you wanted? If you had a mom like that you might write a letter to your younger brothers and sisters that said, “If anyone doesn’t clean his room when mom says to – you don’t know mom.” 
That illustrates why knowledge results in obedience with respect to the issue of reward. There is also the matter of consequences for sin on the other side of the coin. If there were a powerful, mighty king who gave rich rewards to anyone who served him, but who also gave severe punishments to anyone who defied him, and you had some friends who were being influenced by some rebels, you might write them a letter that said, “If anyone decides to join the rebellion – he just doesn’t know this king.”
God is both a generous, loving Father and a fierce, terrifying, powerful king. If you obey Him it is absolutely guaranteed that He will make it worth your while and if you defy Him it is absolutely guaranteed that you will regret it. And if you doubt either one of those you just do not know Him.

Psalm 119:1-2 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD.  2 Blessed are they who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart.

Holiness is happiness, and the more your soul becomes convinced of that the more blessed your life will be. The way the psalmist began his great psalm is the way each young person should begin his life and the Christian should begin each day – with a conscious remembering of the fact that true blessedness is found in obedience to the Lord. No one is better off than the one who loves and obeys the commands of the Lord. 
His commands are not like any other commands or rules. The laws of the land are for the public good and may or may not be in your personal best interests in a particular instance. The rules at your workplace or school sometimes benefit you and other times do not. But God’s laws are nothing but paths to blessedness – every one of them. They are all Doctor’s prescriptions for wellness and health. There is never a time when God asks you to do something other than what is in your ultimate best interests. 


Experiencing this attribute:
The way to experience the attribute of God’s laws always being worth obeying is, of course, to obey them. But it is important that we not merely obey them. If we carry out our duty as an oppressive burden, we do not experience this attribute. To enjoy God as the one whose laws lead to blessedness we must experience the keeping of His commands as blessedness. And that is possible only through faith – when we really believe, deep down, that holiness is happiness, and that God’s way will always be more delightful and satisfying to us than any other way. Only then will the enemy’s lies lose their persuasive power. When he tells us, “You will be happier if you disobey here…” those words will find no anchor in our souls, and will slide away back into the hell from which they came.
Whenever you fall into sin remind yourself, “If you knew more about what God is like, and if you had had more experiences of what it is like to be in His presence, you would have preferred fellowship with God over the pleasure of that sin.”
	
Think: What commands does your soul have the hardest time believing will lead to greater happiness than the sin they forbid? And based on the answer to that question, in what way do you need to know God more?



Submission to the Lord
1 John 2:3-4 Day 2

Mark 1:21-28 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach.  22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.  23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an unclean spirit cried out,  24 "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-- the Holy One of God!"  25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!"  26 The unclean spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.  27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching-- and with authority! He even gives orders to unclean spirits and they obey him."  28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.  

What is wonderful about this attribute:
Imagine having a broken heart over someone in your church who is in horrible straits. A child who was in a car accident suffered brain damage. His life is a disaster. He has nothing but horrible suffering. He is angry and out of control with tantrums, and there seems to be no hope. 
One day Jesus visits the church and preaches a sermon of powerful authority that assumes full ownership over your life. As you hear His words you are moved by both fear and joy. Joy because you know the words are all true, and that you can trust every word out of His mouth not only to be true, but to be wonderful.  And fear because you have sinned against Him and have broken His commands.
And in the midst of all your fear and joy Jesus turns to that child and with a word makes him the picture of health instantly. What emotions of joy would rise up in your heart! When you see that renewed child you would be gripped by His compassion and love, and so happy that this child was restored. 
All that happened that day in Capernaum. And the whole event serves as but a picture of what is to come. When the Lord Jesus Christ returns all of us will be like this man. The wickedness will all be cast out, the disease and disorder and distress will all evaporate and into the void will rush fullness and health and boundless energy and motivation and joy, driving fulfilling worship and service before Him. He is the God of infinite authority, who can command not only nescient creatures but also disease, death, sin, and everything else in creation.  
How different our Lord is from the authorities in this world. Presidential candidates spend millions of dollars and years of their lives fighting and scrapping and working the political machine in order to gain enough favor with enough people to barely squeak into power – power granted to them (and eventually taken away from them) by the people. But the Lord Jesus reigns over all with ultimate power. No one grants Him anything. He does all that He pleases in the heavens and on the earth and in the seas, and no one can hold back His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?” (Dan.4:35)

Experiencing this attribute:
The most important way to experience God’s authority is to submit to it. When you gladly and joyfully submit to Him you are doing a lot more than just following some rules. You are experiencing one of the marvelous attributes of God. You are engaging with Him in an ideal way. For the gears in a machine to function well they must be set in just the right position in relationship to the other gears. For an arrow to be effective it must be placed in just the right position in the bow against the string. For a jet to fly it must be connected properly to its engines. And for your life to be all that it was designed to be your heart must be positioned in just the right proximity and angle and placement with respect to the Creator. And that ideal position in relationship to Him is the relationship of glad submission. You are never better off than when you are in that position. Rejoice today over every opportunity to be in that blessed position.

Oh Lord, let me feel the fear and awe that should come from experiencing the attribute of Your authority. Let me tremble at the thought of opposing such cosmic authority even for a second. Whenever I enjoy health or suffer lack of health let that remind me of the incredible hope – that day when You will restore all things. Whenever I am distressed over the problems that arise from authorities who do a poor job or when I see rebellion against authority, let that remind me of the joy of knowing You reign now, and You will someday reign completely and perfectly.

Think: Think of some memory cue to remind you throughout the day today to continually ask yourself: 1) Am I in that ideal position right now? 2) Am I taking delight in the fact that such a position enables me to experience this attribute of my Lord?   

1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands. 



Yahweh our Lord
1 John 2:3-4 Day 3

Psalm 8:1 O LORD (YAHWEH), our Lord (ADONAI), how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Yahweh is God’s name. It means self-existent One. Adonai means master, owner, ruler, sovereign.

What is wonderful about this attribute:
The greater the King the more delightful it is to be ruled by him. God’s laws are beautiful and lovely and life-giving. They are not like any other laws or rules, which sometimes benefit you and other times may not. There is never an instance in which following God’s laws is not in your absolute highest interest. They show you His glorious face and lead you into His presence. They reveal the purposes of His very heart, and are the expression of His blessed rule over you and everything else. 

I bow before Your majesty this morning Adonai, my Master and my sovereign.  The revolutionaries said, “We serve no sovereign here.” Master, I delight to serve my Sovereign. It is mercy upon mercy that You allow me to serve You as my Master and King. How lost and miserable I would be under any other master – worst of all myself as my own master. Lord, I delight in being ruled by You.
 
Experiencing this attribute:
Each time you follow one of God’s laws you are being reigned over by God. It is a direct experience of His Adonai-ship. Learn to enjoy being ruled by Him every time you resist a sin or carry out a godly act that conforms to His way. Obedience is worth it if for no other reason than to feel the joy of being reigned over by the blessed Sovereign.  Remember that in times when you cannot see why something is evil, when sin doesn’t seem so bad. Remember that it is crucial to obey in those times, if you can see no other reason, just because in joyfully submitting to the Lord’s rule over you, you are drawing near to His presence and walking in step with His glorious governing.

Open my eyes to the glory and beauty of Your sovereign rule, dear Adonai. 

Learn to enjoy God’s reign over the creation as well. The next time you see a bird in flight consider all the parts of the creation that are submitting to God’s sovereign rule. Each “law” of physics is called a law because it so consistently obeys God’s command to behave in a certain way. A bird can fly because God so reliably enforces the laws of motion and gravity. The effect of wind resistance and thrust and lift are held constant by the brilliant and mighty hand of God so that when the bird spreads its wings it is held up in flight. And it is the sovereign rule of God within the bird itself that teaches it to fly and causes it to decide to fly. The simply fluttering of a bird from one branch to the other is a magnificent confluence of countless workings of God’s sovereign hand, with His creation in perfect obedience. Whenever you witness the wonder of that, think about it until it begins to induce the desire in you to be reigned over more thoroughly by such a God. When you see things in the creation that are obviously wonderful, remind yourself that they are wonderful because they are being reigned over by a wonderful Lord, and that your life will be wonderful like that spiritually if you respond with obedience to His kingly rule.

Think: In what areas have you been resisting His rule? Think through why your soul thinks it would be happier resisting God’s reign in that area, and preach to your soul to correct that.


Governor of the World
1 John 2:3-4 Day 4

Psalm 145:1-2  I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. 2 Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever. 

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.

What is wonderful about this attribute:
Our God rules all things perfectly. While He is governing the path of some asteroid that is set to collide with a planet in a galaxy far beyond anything the Hubble telescope has shown us, He is inside a star ten times that distance in the opposite direction of us governing the fusion of atoms and supplying the resulting blast of energy; while at the same time He is sculpting the faces of my daughters and transforming them into beautiful young women, and at that same moment administrating all the movements of each of the creatures at the bottom of the ocean, and upholding and governing the movement of every molecule in existence, while at the same time listening to the cries of one of His saints who is being tortured for His sake and who has been forgotten by all, and simultaneously listening with great care and concern and compassion to another saint who is frustrated over losing his car keys; all while listening to, caring about, enjoying and responding to countless millions of prayers being offered to Him all over the world at the same time; while He carries out every detail of His perfect plan that involves every event that takes place, working it ALL together toward His final purposes that will reveal His great wisdom and glory in a way never before seen; as His Spirit carries out His purposes in the Church, administrating everyone’s gifts and using them all together in one giant, blessed machine and organism.

Lord, You are doing all of that right at this moment while You are calmly and lovingly sitting here in this room attending to my little prayer, and accepting it despite the dull, imperfect passion and crippled love of my heart. I will exalt You, O God, my King! I will praise Your name for ever and ever. As You sustain me eternally, I will praise You. You give me life and open my mouth, and I will praise forevermore, by Your grace.  Every day I will praise You. 

The Lord is sovereign. He confers with no one. He has no senate, no cabinet, no advisors, no courts, no checks and balances. To make a final, unchangeable, everlasting law all He has to do is will it. And all of His laws and decrees are unchangeable because He is not like Darius, who would make a rash decree not knowing all the circumstances that would later come up and wishing he could change the decree. There are passages of Scripture that speak of God changing His mind, but never because His first decision was a mistake. He changes course (from a temporal perspective) in response to repentance or intercession, but never due to error or misjudgment.  He knows all things, and He can decree an eternal law based on the slightest inclination or impulse if He so desires, with no fear that it will be a mistake. 

You, O Lord, are the King of all kings and the Lord of lords. You reign from Your throne on high. Nothing is outside of Your great kingdom. You are magnificent in Your regal glory and majesty. You are awesome; and no creature can stand before You in the presence of Your unveiled glory. Even the great seraphs must cover themselves. 

What a delight to hear the great king David call God his King. Was he not the greatest created monarch that ever lived?  Everyone bowed before David; and David bowed before God. King David was so great, yet in reading his psalms we see hardly any trace of his regal majesty. Indeed, it is easy to forget that he even was a king as one reads his prayers. The reader scarcely thinks of him at all. He so magnified God that David all but disappeared. He was far greater and more important than I will ever be, yet he did nothing to set forth his glory and everything to set forth God’s. 
How often we are concerned with setting forth our glory, and every day we fail to set forth the Lord’s. Break down this fortress of pride in my heart, Lord! Demolish it. Reduce Your servant to nothing so that You, who created ex nihilo, can create something of me – a creation that magnifies You alone.  

Experiencing this attribute:
The main way to experience this attribute is to simply enjoy being governed by such a ruler. We have all been in situations in which there is no clear authority (generally a maddening, frustrating chaos), as well as in the context of inadequate authority (a boss who is incompetent, or that does not have enough power, or who misuses his power, or who does not like you, etc.). The more distressed we are by those situations, the more it shows how much our souls crave to be under the leadership of an ideal Authority. 
Each time you read or watch or listen to the news, let that remind you to think about God’s governance of this world, and to enjoy being governed by such a King!

Think: Think about how different your life would be if, instead of grumbling over every inconvenient occasion, you took delight in God’s perfect reign in this world. 




Knowing that you know Him
1 John 2:3-4 Day 5

1 John 2:3 This is how we are sure that we have come to know Him: by keeping His commands.

It is important not only to be saved, but to know with certainty that you are saved.

1 John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

Someone may object: “Every religious person thinks he has faith and love in his heart. That is no proof of anything.” That is true. Having an affection for people and thinking that you are a person of faith is pretty easy for a non-Christian to do. So how is it that those are proofs of true salvation? They aren’t.
Love is not Christian love unless you love the person because of your love for Christ. Remember the sheep and goat judgment in Mt.25? You will be rewarded with heaven if and only if you showed kindness to whom – to those whom Jesus calls His brothers. And the motive He gives us is to do so because in doing so we are showing kindness to Christ himself. (“If you have done it to the least of these brothers of mine you have done it to me.”)

Matthew 10:42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward."

People in the world do plenty of nice things. But they do not do them as an expression of their love for the Lord Jesus Christ, which means they do not qualify as obedience to Him. So when you find your heart taking delight in a person simply because that person loves the Lord – that is proof of your salvation. Rejoice in that! Make much of that! Mark it whenever it happens and write it down if you have to. God wants those who truly know Him to know that they know Him.
So love your brothers and sisters in Christ. And love them because you love Him. And then rejoice in the proof that you are a true knower of God!


