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What did Jesus mean when He was washing the disciples’ feet and told Peter, “If I don’t wash you, you can have no part with Me”?

As you read through the Gospels, the shadow of the cross looms larger and larger, and darker and darker until we arrive now at Jesus’ final hours, and here we are at the foot of the cross.  On Tuesday Jesus cursed the fig tree.  Then He drove the people out of the Temple.  Wednesday morning they saw the tree.  Wed was an incredible day (over 9 months just Mt.).

Now it’s Thr. night (actually it’s after Sundown, so for them it’s Fri.  The cross is just hours away now.  By midday Jesus would be hanging between earth and sky bearing all the sin of mankind, and before the sun would set again, He would take His last tortured breath.
1:11
The Setting
13:1It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave cross over from) this world and go to the Father. (not to hell).  
 Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  
John gives the big idea.  This passage is about perfect love.  He is about to bear the sins of the world, but all His concern is for His own.
2
2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted (thrown into his heart) Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 
In Lk.22:3 (before the feast), Satan actually entered Judas.  And he threw the idea of betrayal into his heart.  And in v.27, at the moment when he takes the sop from Jesus, Satan enters him again.
“Can Satan throw an idea into your mind?  Do some thoughts actually originate with Satan?”  Apparently.  “If he can throw thoughts into my head, what am I supposed to do?  How do I keep my thoughts pure?”  Throw them back out.  You have full control of what you decided to think about.
Judas has been painted as the unwilling pawn of Satan.  He was a pawn of Satan, yes, but not unwilling.  
3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so 4 he got up from the meal, 
Jesus could do anything in the universe, and He chose to do this.  This is the greatest possible thing that could have been done to express His love.  Jesus could have given each of them a giant bouquet of flowers – or a condo in Veil.  He could have made each of them the king of a vast kingdom.  But knowing all His limitless, infinite options, this is what He chose to do.
2:53
4 he got (gets) up from the meal, 
John switches to the Pr. Tense.   He is writing this decades later.  This happened when Jn. was probably around 20; now he’s an old man.  Yet he still remembers every little detail.  

What was that scene like?  Lk.22:24 tells us that they had been arguing over who was greatest.  That must have been more than everyone just saying, “I’m the greatest.”  “No, I’m the greatest”  I’m sure each one gave arguments, and if they were like most people (and they were), you can be sure this took the form not of listing their qualifications, but rather of listing the others’ disqualifications.  

That must have been brutal.  You can just imagine each one being ripped to shreds by the other 11.  When James and John spoke up, I’m sure all 10 of the others pounced on them with both feet: “Jesus rebuked you guys when you thought you would sit at His left and right!  You’re a couple of hot heads – you’re not the greatest.”

Mt. – What about your old life?  You don’t have the pedigree.  You haven’t proven yourself.
Simon – Too violent
Philip – always doubting
Peter – Are you kidding?  Jesus called you Satan Peter!  Yeah, Mr. “I think I’ll walk on water – oops, I’m sinking!”  Mr. “I think I’ll rebuke the Lord now.”  He said you would deny Him.
4:40 
I’m not sure what all was said, but it must have been ugly.  Now they are all seated at the meal.  Ever sit down to a meal with a bunch of people who have just been fighting?  Did that ever happen you family growing up?  I bet it was quiet.

Normally, when you arrived somewhere, a slave would wash your feet.  If there were no slave, whoever arrived first would do it.  This was a very important courtesy in that culture.  

But no one did it.  Imagine the scene.  This is the most important night of Jesus’ (and their) lives.  He had so much to teach them.  They were so far from where they needed to be spiritually.  
·	They still didn’t understand about Jesus’ humiliation
·	They didn’t understand about His deity (Phillip)
·	They couldn’t accept His plain words that He had to die, and would rise.
·	They were not at all prepared to deal with the cross.
·	Jesus would teach them a tremendous amount at this meal, and later in the evening.  This is when He transformed the Passover to the Lord’s Table.  
·	It was crucial that they remember everything that He said and did that evening.

But right now they are in no condition to receive anything.  Just imagine them – all around the table, still fuming.  Looking down at the table.  Looking at the ceiling.  Adjusting their clothes.  

Focused on whatever things offended them, and thinking of more and more reasons why they were the greatest. 
6:10
So you can see why no one wanted to wash feet.  It was the task of the most menial slave.  The disciples were debating who was the greatest– none of them were about to do that and blow their chances at being greatest. So there they all are reclining on couches with their feet in each other’s faces.
6:54 
It’s amazing, but apparently no one even washed Jesus’ feet! 
A disciple was to be devoted to his teacher in every way.  He would serve his teacher, and submit to his teacher, obey his teacher, etc.  But you did not wash the feet of your teacher.  Not even Jewish slaves could be required to do it – only Gentile slaves or wives.

Isn’t that amazing?  After all this time, this is the way they are?  Why couldn’t they have been more like J the B?  J the B said he was not worthy to attend to Jesus’ feet.  The 12 think Jesus is not worthy to have them do it.

J the B would have been deeply honored had he had the high and lofty honor of being able to attend to the Master’s feet.  These guys actually had a chance, but passed it up, because they thought it was beneath them.

In fact, this task was so menial, they didn’t even wash their own feet.  Think of the things you do to care for your own body (trim toenails, scratch an itch, etc.)  For something to be too menial for you to even do for yourself, that’s pretty low. 
The Service 
Jesus waits until the middle of the meal.
8:17 (2:55)
4 took off his outer clothing, The word “clothing” is plural, with indicates that now all He is wearing is a loin cloth – He is dressed like a slave.  For Jesus to get up at a banquette and start doing that would be the most humiliating thing imaginable.

He didn’t have to do that.  He could have kept His clothes on, kept a little dignity, and just have been careful not to get wet.    and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
Jesus wrapped the towel, because He would need both hands to carry the basin.

5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
One by one, the King of kings actually kneels before His disciples and washes their feet.  There is dead silence.  The only sound is that of the water.

Can you imagine how devastated they were?  There is nothing more humiliating than being the midst of a fight for prestige, and then having someone step forward and show humility.  When you get caught trying to make yourself out to be big, you come out looking puny.  
9:50
Jesus silently moves from one to the other.  They are still laying on their couches, with their feet hanging over the edge.  

I suppose at this point you could cut the air with a knife.  No one knows what to say.  And now Jesus gets to Peter.  And Peter doesn’t know what to say either, but that never stopped him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
The pronouns are emphatic.  Peter can’t handle this.  This just isn’t appropriate.  

He was right.  It wasn’t appropriate.  But
7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 
Jesus gives a gentle answer.  But gentle answers don’t work on Peter.  For a guy like Peter, and gentle answer is like shooting an elephant with a rubber band.

Jesus’ comment that there is something happening here that is beyond what Peter sees – that comment just bounces off Peter’s skull, and Peter doesn’t even feel it.
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." 
11:25
Ouv mh. This is the strongest, most emphatic negation is the Gk. Lang.  God forbid!  May it never be!  “Absolutely, positively no way under the sun!  Forget it Lord!”  (He calls Jesus “Lord” and then goes on to act like he is Lord).  But that’s not all.  The word never is lit. into eternity.  Now Peter is making statements to Jesus about what will happen in eternity.

Peter is rock solid on this one.

The gentle response never worked with Peter.  Jesus had to say something that was strong enough to penetrate Peter’s thick skull.
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 
Peter, if you want to remain at this meal.  If you want to eat with me; if you want to be one of the disciples – you will let this continue.

Now that’s the kind of language Peter can understand.
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 
Peter’s eternity turned out to be pretty short.  This will absolutely positively never ever happen into eternity – not in a million years!  4 seconds later: “Let it happen Lord!”
12:50 (3:18)
The Significance
Why did Jesus say that?  Why is this so important?  
Isn’t it a good thing that Peter realized that it is not appropriate for the Master to wash the feet of the disciple?  Yes, it was.  Peter’s first comment was fine, and he is not rebuked.
He hesitates, just like J the B when Jesus  wanted him to baptize Him.  And Jesus responded the same way then – you don’t understand this, but just let it happen.  J the B obeyed, but Peter didn’t.  So Jesus has to rebuke him
Because humility does not begin with a willingness to serve.  It begins with a willingness to receive service from God.  

Giving service can involve great pride and condescension, so it is necessary first to be humbled by having to be on the receiving end.


Want to learn humility?  Learn how to receive.  Learn how to be served.  If you can’t be served, if you can’t accept a gift or a kindness, that is pride.

This was important for Jesus do to for 3 reasons:
#1. They needed to understand about Jesus’ humiliation.

Up until now, no matter what Jesus said, He could not get them to accept the fact that He would suffer and die.  They just can’t understand His humiliation.  So Jesus acts out a miniature version of the entire incarnation.  (The Incarnation is Jesus’ leaving heaven and becoming a man).  This is a dramatization of Php.2.
14:20
TT Php.2
This is the decent of the humiliation of Christ in the incarnation.  – 6 steps down.
It started with His attitude in v.5. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
1.	6 Who, being in very form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, He didn’t have an attitude of grasping after the recognition and prestige He rightfully deserved.
2.	Next, in v.7 but made himself nothing (emptied himself), He laid aside His glory
3.	From there, v.7 taking the very form of a servant  All the power in the universe was in His hands, yet He used those hands to wash feet.  He had almighty power, but chose not to use it for His own glory.  
4.	v.7 He was made in human likeness.  He was content to walk around and look like a nobody.  (He could have had a halo if He wanted, but didn’t.  Wherever He went, people just assumed He was an average Joe).
5.	In v.8, And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient He obeyed God.  He placed Himself under authority. 
6.	That led to the ultimate humiliation – the cross (most humiliating death).
That’s the decent of Jesus.  That’s the incarnation.  And this scene is a perfect dramatization of that.
17:59 (3:44)
Jesus rises from the meal just as in the incarnation He rose to leave His place of perfect fellowship with the Father and the Spirit.
He temporarily lays aside His garments, just as He had laid aside His glorious existence in heaven.  
He wraps Himself with a towel, just as in the incarnation He took the form of a servant.  
He washes their feet, just as He came to this world not to be served but to serve.
He pours water into the basin to wash them, just as he would soon pour out His blood to wash our hearts clean from the contamination of sin.

What a picture!
18:52
#2. Cleansing of the believer’s sin
He said, Jn.13:8 “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.”  That has a double meaning.  Part refers to an inheritance in the Kingdom.  Without being cleansed by Christ, a person cannot be saved.

That is in total opposition to the most popular religion of every age – DoMyBestism.

So the foot washing was an illustration of cleansing.
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 
The Lord’s way is never quite right for Peter – he always has to try to improve on it.  
In his first statement, Peter thought he was doing good, because he took what he regarded as an act of humility, and pushed to the extreme.  Now he is taking an act of obedience and pushing it to the extreme.  But in both cases he is wrong.  Peter wanted to dictate the terms.
This is common – we push God’s commands beyond the limits of what He says.  But that’s not obedience.  
Jesus takes this occasion to make another profound illustration.
10 Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.  (explain).
20:47
What is Jesus saying?  “Peter, your heart has already been cleansed.  You have had a spiritual bath (illustrated by baptism)  All your sin is forgiven.  You have been reconciled with God, and you are totally clean on the inside.  That is a permanent washing that does not need to be redone every time you sin.

However, there is still a sense in which you need repeated cleansing. There is a sense in which you are being cleansed day by day. 2 Co.7:1  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
That’s why 2 Co.3:18 says you are being made more righteous day by day.

This isn’t talking about forgiveness.  It’s talking about sanctification.
21:48 (1:52)
Jesus looked out at this table of 12 flaring tempers, and He knew their hearts.  He knew that with one exception, these were men who were clean on the inside – they were righteous, and this sin they were all involved in was simply some soil they had picked up on the walk over.  It was dust on their feet.

But that soil must be washed off nonetheless, and so Jesus effectively washed it off by washing their feet.  “You mean the water cleansed the sin from their hearts?”

No.  The washing of their feet replaced the pride in their hearts with humility.  When the Savior knelt down before them and attended to their feet, you can imagine how their pride would have been shattered.  

They had been grasping for greatness by refusing to perform humble service, and here the greatest Being in the universe exhibits His greatness by serving them.  

The water did nothing but rinse off some dirt.  But the act cleansed them.  You can just imagine this group of angry, proud, insolent, selfish, implacable, resentful men, in 5 minutes being transformed  to a company of humbled, meek, loving, repentant disciples of the Lord – each one thinking not of himself, but esteeming the others as more important – that was the cleansing.
23:09
His act of humility cleansed their hearts of pride.  If you want to know the impact this had, just read the NT and see what these men had to say about humility.  It becomes the centerpiece of Christian virtue.

And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

He doesn’t expose Judas.  He could have.  He could have tipped off James and Simon the Zealot, and Judas may never have made it out of the room alive.  

But instead he kneels down in front of Judas, takes his dirty feet in his hands, washes them, and gently dries them with a towel.  The Son of God sitting at the feet of the Traitor.  What a picture!
24:05  
But He knew Judas’ heart wasn’t clean, and Peter’s was. 
Jesus distinguishes between a Peter and a Judas.  They both looked the same, but Jesus knew Peter was clean on the inside.  Jesus doesn’t assume that because we sinned this morning or last night, that that the life of God is not in us.  He can distinguish between dirt on your feet, and an unregenerate heart.
24:31
#3 The example of humble service
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me `Teacher' and `Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.
You’re not greater than Me, so if I wash feet, you can wash feet. We would gladly wash our Lord’s feet, but He insists that instead He wash ours, and we, in turn, wash others’.

My guess is after this there was always a race to the towel and wash basin whenever these guys were together.

Some say we should be people of the sword – beat people into submission to God.
Others insist we have to be people of the govt. – go to the polling booth and dominate politics.
Others want us to become people of the world – intermingle with them and their way of life to try to infiltrate and have some influence.

But Jesus: I want you to become people of the towel.
25:43 2:07)
Should we have foot-washing ceremonies?  It’s hard to imagine a bigger example of missing the point.  Back then, foot washing was necessary.  What possible meaning could it have now?  What do you think people do before going to those?

There is always a temptation to reduce a principle down to a ritual.  That makes it so much easier.  So does this have any application for us?

15I have set you an example that you should do as (not what)  I have done for you. 
Jesus is not saying, “Follow my example – see how I start with the big toe and work out…”
He is telling them to do the type of thing He had just done – humble love.  Focus on the meaning, not just the act.  
26:51 2:45
So often the ugliness of pride invades even the church.  Someone in the choir doesn’t get a solo, and refuses to sing.  Someone is slighted – doesn’t get some thanks or recognition, and decides, “Fine, see if I ever serve again.”  Next time you feel that way, remember that scene of the Son of God, dressed as a slave, washing the disciples’ feet.  Are you greater than Him?

Humility is the most important virtue, because pride is the very essence of sin.  It is the root of all sin.  And humility is not putting yourself down (Jesus never put Himself down), humility is putting others first.

Foot washing no longer has any meaning.  How do we follow this passage?  Find something just as menial.  

What?  How about doing something to make sure someone succeeds, even though you know he will get all the credit?
How about getting up off the couch to get a drink or a snack for your wife before she has a chance to get up?
How about answering the phone when it rings, so no one else has to get up?

“But those are little things.”  The smaller the thing, the more humility it takes to do it.  V.2 The full extent of love – love to the extreme requires the extreme of humility.  Love and humility are two sides of the same coin.  (treat and consider Action and attitude – comand/ way to obey) To reach the highest pinnacle of love, you have to descend to the lowest level of humility.
28:51 3:12
“But if I live like that, what’s to prevent me from becoming a doormat?  People will walk all over me.”  
Heaven forbid you should become a doormat.  Q: What is the purpose of a doormat?  So in Jesus’ culture, what would He qualify as?  The only difference between a doormat in our culture, and a foot washer in theirs, was that a doormat has more dignity.

Don’t worry about being taken advantage of – God will take care of you.  

Pr. Teaches us that your life will actually go smoother if you have humility (peaceful relationships are worth more than money).  If you become known as the one who will always give in, yes, some will take advantage, but in general, things will tend to go well for you.  But even if it didn’t, what does it matter?  This life is just a mist.  And humility is the path to greatness.
30:25 3:50
So how do we gain humility?
#1.  How could Jesus humble Himself this much?   Look back at v.3. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so He got up from the meal…
  He had an awareness of His exalted position, which freed Him to be humble.  

People who are insecure have to struggle for prominence and attention.  Someone in middle management struggles to press others under him, but the CEO is relaxed, and doesn’t really care if people know his position.  

When you are in third grade, you try to rise above the other third graders.  You want to appear smarter, stronger, etc.  But as an adult, you go into a class of third graders, and you don’t feel any pressure to prove yourself.  If some kid thinks he knows more than you, you don’t come home crying, “Jonny doesn’t think I’m smart…”  You are not threatened. 

If you understand your exalted position as a child of God, you will be able to humble yourself in this world.  If you have an awareness that in a very short time you will receive glory in heaven, your position on earth is no big issue.
32:23  4:12
Arturo (ahr TOOR oh) Toscanini (tahs kuh NEE nee) was one of the most brilliant symphony orchestra and opera conductors of his time (early 1900s).  He was considered the undisputed authority on some of the great composers.  Later in life when he became nearsighted, it didn’t harm his career, because he could conduct from memory – no score.   His musical genius was unquestioned.

In 1890 another Italian became world famous after writing a one act opera that took first prize in a competition - Pietro Mascagni.  He developed a massive ego, and spent his life struggling to gain recognition.  He dedicated one of his operas to himself.

He resented Toscanini because of his popularity.  One day there was a music festival in Milan, and the committee in charge invited both Toscanini and Mascagni to come and lead the orchestration.
M: “I will conduct under one condition: that I am paid more than Toscanini.”  The management agreed, and at the close of the festival Mascagni received his fee – 1 lyra.  Toscanini had donated his time.  His greatness was unquestioned, and he didn’t have to try to grasp for it.  And that enabled him to offer his services free – as if he were a nobody.

But it was he who is to this day thought of as great, and Mascagni, who grasped for fame, was exposed as a fool and humiliated.
Toscanini is to this day revered as one of the greatest conductors ever.  But you have probably never heard of Mascagni. After that one opera, nothing else he did ever really succeeded.  He died a disappointed and almost totally discredited composer. 

How to be humble?  Begin by realizing your exalted position in Christ.  That gives you the freedom to be humble.  
34:43
Barcley: That man is truly great who has this regal humility, which makes him both servant and king among men. In The Beloved Captain by Donald Hankey, there is a passage which describes how the beloved captain cared for his men after a march.  "We all knew instinctively that he was our superior--a man of finer fibre than ourselves. I suppose that was why he could be so humble without loss of dignity. No trouble of ours was too small for him to attend to. When we started route marches, for instance, and our feet were blistered and sore, as they often were at first, you would have thought that they were his own feet from the trouble he took…”  
The strange thing is that it is the man who stoops like that--like Christ--whom men in the end honour   as a king, and the memory of whom they will not willingly let die. 
#2. Follow Christ’s example.
16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Next time you think something is beneath you, remember Jesus at the feet of His disciples.  Are you greater than Him?
The subordinate should not consider unworthy of him that which his superior has consented to do.

17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
It’s easy to approve of humility and admire it.  It’s another thing to practice it.  Learn from His example.  Humility is the path to greatness. Let’s follow Jesus’ downward path.
35:26
Remember the 6 steps down Jesus took?  I left one out  TT Php.2.  The cross wasn’t the last step.   and look at the final step in v.9 (superexaltation).  How can you go down and down and end up at the top?
36:10
It’s like we are in a snow shaker struggling to get up the ladder.  Then you become a Christian, open the Bible and read…
Luk 14:11 "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."
PS 18:27 You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
Pr.15:33  before honor comes humility.
Matt 20:16  "So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 
Isa 2:11 The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled,
Jam 4:6, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."
 1Pe 5:5 clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.
Job 
2 parables
The snow shaker is upside down.  Everybody is going toward the ground.   “You’re going the wrong way.”
38:17
So let’s follow the example of our Master.  Let’s take the 7 steps down to true greatness:

1.	Start w/ your attitude.  Don’t grasp after the recognition and prestige you rightfully deserve.  Don’t seek after that.
2.	Next, emptied yourself.  Lay aside even whatever glory you have.  Don’t go around wearing your resume on your shirtsleeve.  
3.	Take on the form of a servant.  Serve people.  Something unpleasant needs to be done, you jump at the chance.  
4.	Be content to appear to be a nobody.  
5.	Place yourself under authority.  Be submissive.  Take delight in respectfully submitting to whatever authorities are over you.   
6.	Take up your cross.  Give up your life for others.
7.	God will exalt you.
39:17
Let us serve one another.  And it will have a cleansing effect.  You find a brother or sister unworthy of your service because of their attitude, and you served him/her, and that person’s heart will be cleansed.  Pride and hostility will melt away, humility will warn their heart, and they will be draw to repentance.  

CONCLUSION
This all took place at the very first communion service.  We are going to sit at the Lord’s Table this morning.  Have you picked up any dust on your feet?  Yes, your heart is clean, but is there some minor cleansing that needs to take place?

Marcus Dods: These present stains Christ seeks to remove, that …our heart, restored to humility and tenderness may be in a state to receive the blessing He would bestow.  It is not enough to be once forgiven, to begin the day “thoroughly clean.”  No sooner do we take a step in the life of the day then our feet become soiled.  Our temper is ruffled, and words fall from our lips that injure and exasperate.  In one way or another stain attaches to our conscience, and we are moved away from cordial and open fellowship with Christ.”

You know, when we think of those stains – that dirt on our feet, and we realize we need to ask Christ to wash us, we feel tempted to exclaim with Peter, “Lord, Thou shalt never wash my feet!”   

We become ashamed, and we feel like we are abusing grace.  And out of shame, we are tempted to not allow the Lord to forgive that same sin for the hundredth time.  We would almost rather just endure some punishment, then come to Him in humility again.
41:19
But punishment doesn’t cleanse.  Humility does.  And your heart cannot remain proud, when your Master humbles Himself before you – and that is really what He does each time He forgives. 

 And anyone who sits down at the Lord’s table must sit down clean.
41:44		
We are now going to approach His table, and so let’s take a moment to humble ourselves before God and confess our sins to Him.

Bennediction:
1 Thes.3:12,13  May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.




