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Jesus’ Last Days

Jesus’ Last Days: the Triumphal Entry	Luke 19:28-44	4-13-03
    I’m sure you have all heard many times about Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, when the whole city of Jerusalem came out and hailed Jesus as Messiah, and then a week later that very same crowd was screaming “Crucify Him!”
    Did that really happen?  Did the city of Jerusalem really embrace Jesus?  Did they really lay down palm branches and shout “Hosanna” and “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord”?
    No.  It never happened.
    And you may be surprised to discover what actually did happen.  Let’s take a close look at the historical account.

    The Importance of Jerusalem

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
    Jerusalem is the capital city of the Jews, it is the place of the Temple, the center of Jewish worship, the place of the Jewish leadership…
    Jerusalem is the heart and soul of the Jewish people, and in Luke that city represents the Jewish people as a whole.
    So Jesus’ interaction with Jerusalem becomes representative of His interaction with the Jews.
    This is a dramatic point in the life of Jesus.  Throughout the Gospels, Jerusalem has been set up as the ultimate place of destiny for Jesus.  It is His final goal.
    Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are 4 books that tell the same story – the story of Jesus’ life on earth.
    The story goes like this: “Jesus left heaven and came to earth, where He took on human flesh by being born to the virgin Mary.
    Then He grew up, and just few years before He died He began a public ministry in which He revealed who He was, and did thousands of the greatest miracles God has ever performed in an absolutely unmistakable display of divine power.
    Then He made His exit from this world.  And it was that on that exit that the Gospels focus most of their attention.
    In Luke’s Gospel, the coming of Jesus into the world, and His first 30 years or so are described in the first two chapters.
    Then the next 7 chapters describe His ministry. 
    And that brings us to ch.9 – just over a third of the way into the book, and there we read this about the transfiguration- 
    - where Jesus took Peter, John and James with him up onto a mountain, and His appearance changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning, and Moses and Elijah, appeared in glorious splendor, talking with Jesus.:
 
Lk.9:28-31
    Have you ever wondered what they were talking about?  I can tell you.  It’s in v.31.
    They spoke about his departure, which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.
    By chapter 9 Luke is saying, “The Son of God has arrived in this world, He has lived His life and carried out His ministry, and now it’s time to talk about His departure which he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.”
    And from now on the focus of everything is this final consummation at Jerusalem.  
    As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.
    He’s going to go there to wrap this whole thing up.
    Luke is signaling that he is close to the end of the story.
    But then you flip ahead and see there are still another 15 chapters to go!
    It’s like when you watch a movie on TV that you know ends at 10:00, and it seems to be right near the point of resolution, and you look at your watch and see that it’s only 8:30.
    Then you realize, “This whole story is mostly about the very end.”
    That’s how it is in the Gospels.
    There are three other times when Jesus made a trip down to Jerusalem, and all three He makes it there in one verse. (Mt.3:13, Jn.2:13, Jn.5:1)
    Here He sets out for Jerusalem in ch.9, and finally arrives in ch.19.
    So when we get to Jesus’ final march to Jerusalem, the pace of the narrative slows way down.
    But from ch.9 on, Jerusalem remains the focus.
    Lk.13:31-35
At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you." 32 He replied, "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33 In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day-for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
    “Tell Herod ‘I don’t have time for you – I’ve got to get to Jerusalem.  I have to reach My goal, which is Jerusalem’.” 
    Then He gets to thinking about Jerusalem:
    34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'"  
    That’s kind of an exciting thought.  The time is coming when Jesus is going to come into Jerusalem and they are going to hail Him and shout “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord”…
    - and when that happens, Jerusalem will be restored!
    Lk.18:31-34
Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled… 
    Jesus was on a mission to arrive at the exact time and place of His final destiny, and nothing could stop Him…
-	    Not the crowds, not a king, not Satan, not Peter, not inhospitable Samaritans…
    If we had time we could go through that whole section, and see how Luke keeps heightening the drama as he points out landmarks along the way.
    Each time Luke does that it ratchets up the tension as the reader senses Jesus getting closer to His goal.
    It’s like if you were reading a story of someone who was going to face a world-changing event when he arrived in Colorado Springs.
    And so he sets out for the Springs on foot from Boulder, and on the way all kinds of things happen that take 10 chapters to describe, but throughout those chapters you keep seeing these ominous landmarks…
    …He’s passing Mile High…a few more events take place…now you see Him talking to some people and in the background you notice He’s in Castle Rock…
    A few more things happen, and now he’s healing someone in Monument…
    A while later some event takes place and overhead you see some military planes, and you realize he’s approaching the Air Force Academy – right on the outskirts of Colorado Springs!
    That’s the increase in drama and tension that the original reader who was familiar with that area would have felt as he read through Luke.
    So, back to ch.19.  Now you can see what a big deal it is when we finally get to ch.19 and read v.28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
    But before entering, Jesus does something very intentional: 
  
  Jesus presents Himself as King 

    29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples
    Here Jesus initiates this whole scene.  
    Some liberal theologians have tried to argue that Jesus never really claimed to be the Messiah, he just got swept away by the euphoric crowds who forced him against his will.
    But this isn’t a picture of Jesus being swept away by an out of control crowd.  By sending these disciples we see that Jesus is setting the whole triumphal entry into motion.
    And there is a certain audacity in this from a human perspective.  
    Jesus is a fugitive.  He is wanted.  There is a warrant out for His arrest in Jerusalem.
    In John’s account of the triumphal entry, John introduces the whole account by saying, the chief priests and Pharisees had given orders that if anyone found out where Jesus was, he should report it so that they might arrest him.  (Jn.11:57)
    So Jesus is wanted. 
    In the movies when the hero is wanted by the police, and yet he still has the audacity to enter the city, usually he does it by putting on a disguise and sneaking around.
    But Jesus doesn’t put on a disguise and sneak in at night.  He stops out the outskirts of town, gets a royal mount and a crowd of people, and sets up a huge demonstration that will attract everyone’s attention.
    He tells two discioples: 30 "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.'"  
    Some commentators assume that Jesus had made prior arraignments for this.  I don’t know why.  They offer no basis for that assumption.  
    Since a major theme in Luke is Jesus’ ability to know what is going on in people’s minds, and His supernatural knowledge in general, I think it’s more likely that this is being portrayed as a prophecy.
    Jesus hasn’t been in that town recently, yet 
·	He knows about this donkey
·	He knows that it’s tied up
·	He knows where it is tied up
·	He knows that it’s never been ridden
·	He knows that if these two disciples simply say these words, the owners will let them take it.
    In our day this would be like saying, “There is a car in Denver on the corner of…  The keys will be in it.  Hop in and drive it back here.  And if the owner of the car says anything, just tell him ‘the Lord needs it’.” 
    I’m sure they are hoping that part doesn’t happen.
    But it does.
    32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.
 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 34 They replied, "The Lord needs it." 
    The word “Lord” means “owner.”  In v.33 the word translated owners, speaking of the owners of the colt, is the exact same word translated Lord in v.34
    When the owners asked why they were untying the colt, the disciples said, “Because the Owner needs it.”
    Jesus is portrayed as a King whose needs supercede those of His subjects.
    He is the King, and He has the right to commandeer your colt if He wants.
    And that’s what Jesus does.  He doesn’t have His own colt (He doesn’t have anything), so He commandeers this colt.
    It’s good that the Lord sovereignly arranged for the owners to be present, so this doesn’t look like grand theft donkey.  The clear implication is that when the two disciples say this, the owners willingly let them take it.
    The fact that there is shared ownership of the animal (plural owners) doesn’t complicate Jesus’ prophecy in the slightest.  They all respond exactly as Jesus said.
    And lest you think Jesus inflicted some hardship on these people by taking their donkey, remember that not only did they willingly let Him take it, but Jesus promised to return it shortly (Mk.11:3).
    So by setting all this in motion Jesus is presenting Himself as king.
    Then, in v.35, His disciples respond by treating Him as king.

    Jesus Treated as King
  
  35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 
    They did that in order to make a statement about the fact that they regarded Him to be a king.
    When King David was very old and about to die, Adonijah made a move to try to grab the throne in Judah.
    He had the High Priest on his side, he had Joab, the head of David’s military on his side, and he was in the middle of a major ceremony in which he was installing himself as king before all the people.
    David heard about that an had to act fast, so as quickly as he could he instated Solomon as king in an undeniable way.
    And the way he did it was to have Solomon ride through Jerusalem on a mule.
    1 Kings 1:32-47
King David said, "Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of Jehoiada." When they came before the king, 33 he said to them: "Take your lord's servants with you and set Solomon my son on my own mule and take him down to Gihon. 34 There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. Blow the trumpet and shout, 'Long live King Solomon!' 35 Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah." 
    In the mean time Adonijah was in the middle of a huge coronation party with all the important people he had won over.
    And during this party the news comes that Solomon is riding through Jerusalem on David’s mule.
    49 At this, all Adonijah's guests rose in alarm and dispersed
    And so David responded by putting Solomon on his donkey and having him ride through Jerusalem.  
    And from that moment on Solomon was firmly in charge.
    So there is a lot of significance behind someone claiming to be the expected Son of David – the Messiah, the great king who would be in the line of David, to ride into Jerusalem on a mule.
    And you can see that the crowd understood that by their response: 
    36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
    This is a recognition that God has chosen Jesus as king.
    In 2 Ki.9, when Elisha anointed Jehu as king of Judah, when the people saw that it says 
2 Kings 9:13
They hurried and took their cloaks and spread them under him on the bare steps. Then they blew the trumpet and shouted, "Jehu is king!" 
    So Jesus’ disciples are treating Him as a king here.  And lest there be any confusion on that, look at what happens next:

Jesus proclaimed King
   
 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives
    Up to now they have been climbing uphill.  Now they have come over the ridge, and suddenly Jerusalem in all of its splendor is in view.
    The destiny we have been anxiously waiting for for 10 chapters finally comes into view, and the rush of excitement from that moves His disciples to shouts of praise:
    the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 
    It’s significant that they use the unusual phrase Peace in heaven.  
    As Jesus would later proclaim to Pilate, His kingdom, at this stage, was not of this world.  His throne is in heaven.
    At His Second Coming He will establish His earthly reign in a physical way.  But at this point He is being crowned King of heaven.
    And the peace He is about to bring is a peace in heaven.
    After His death and resurrection there will still be fighting and wars on earth.  He is not bringing peace on earth at this juncture.
    But in heaven the way will be opened for sinful man to have peace with God.
    In the flow of the book of Luke, the hopes and emotions of the reader reach a peak right here.  
    Remember in ch.13 when Jesus said, “I longed to bring you salvation.  I longed to restore you and bless you and bring you all the things that have been promised – 
    But you were not willing.  Therefore all that will not happen until the day when you say about Me, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”
    So for 6 chapters the reader has been saying, “Come on Jerusalem – you can have all the wonderful blessings if you just embrace Jesus as the blessed one who comes in the name of the Lord (the Messiah).”
    Now Jesus makes His final, triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and the crowd is shouting “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  (v.38)
    Is this it?  Is Jerusalem welcoming Jesus as the Messiah? 
    Is this the wonderful, euphoric high point of Jesus’ whole life – all of His people rallying around Him in praise?
    No.  In fact if you peek ahead into v.41 you will see how Jesus feels about this whole event.  He’s crying.
    This crowd is singing praises to Him as their king, and Jesus is riding along on the donkey crying.
    Why?  It’s because Jerusalem didn’t embrace Him at all. 
    “But wait a minute – I thought at the triumphal entry the whole city was praising Jesus as Messiah and laying down palm branches and everything.  What about the shouts ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’?”
    If you read carefully you will see that the city of Jerusalem never did that.  That was the crowd traveling with Jesus – His disciples.
    Look carefully at v.37.  It is Jesus’ disciples who are saying this – not the city of Jerusalem.
    And 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 
 
Jerusalem doesn’t embrace Him as Messiah.
    And we see this in all four Gospels.
    In Mark’s account it says  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"   
10 "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!" "Hosanna in the highest!" 
(Mk.11:8-10)
    But that all takes place as Jesus is approaching with the group that was with Him.  He doesn’t actually enter Jerusalem until v.11.
    In John’s account we discover that a lot of this crowd was made up of people from out of town who were in the area for the Passover.  
    But those people are carefully distinguished from the people of the city of Jerusalem.
    Jn.12:12-18
The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, "Hosanna!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Blessed is the King of Israel!" 
    …17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 
    Again, the most we see the people of Jerusalem do is just go out to meet Him.
    Mt.21:9-11
The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Hosanna in the highest!" 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 
    You see there are two distinct groups – the crowd traveling with Jesus and the city of Jerusalem.  The crowd of disciples is praising Him, while 
    the most the people of the city do is ask “Who is this?”
    However it is a good thing that His disciples were giving this praise…
    And it’s significant that Jesus accepted it.
 Jesus Accepts the Praise

    39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 
     “They are calling you the Messiah.  They are literally singing praises to you as if you were God!  Rebuke them!”
    And Jesus replied, “You know – you’re right!  I’m just a good teacher and a moralist, and all I’m trying to do is just teach a few lessons on ethics – I don’t have any aspirations to be worshipped as God…”
    No.  That’s not what He said.  That’s what the Jesus seminar people in Time magazine would have you think, but that is not how Jesus responded.
    Did Jesus shun praise?  You decide.
    40 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out."  
    “It wouldn’t matter.  If these people stopped worshipping Me, the earth itself would pick up where they left off.  That’s how imperative it is that I be worshipped.”
    “I’m not claiming to be anyone special.  I’m just a roaming peasant, and I’m not making any unusual claims about myself…but if people don’t praise me inanimate objects will start shouting.”
    If that doesn’t strike you as an unusual claim, just ask yourself how you would react if I said it.
    What if you saw some people worshipping me, and said, “Darrell, don’t you think you should rebuke them?”  and I said, “If they don’t worship me the very walls of this building will begin shouting my praises.” – wouldn’t that strike you as a little odd? 
    If you don’t believe Jesus’ claims to be God that’s one thing.  But don’t try to pretend that He never made the claims.
    In v.40 He is validating everything His disciples are doing and saying.
    So far no big surprises.  This is turning out to be just what you have heard in the past – Jesus rides into Jerusalem as King.
    What you may not have heard much about is v.41.

The King cries

41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace
    If you have thought of the triumphal entry as a moment of euphoria when Jesus enjoyed the acceptance and praises of Jerusalem, think again.
    The triumphal entry was a tragic, heartbreaking moment in which Jesus sat on a donkey and cried.
    The word translated wept in v.41 is literally “wailed.”  It’s a term that emphasizes the noise being made.  
    When Jesus started that my guess is that that crowd sent silent.
    Jesus was crying and wailing out loud  – and in-between sobs explaining why He was crying.  
    Some people have said it was because He knew He was going to die.  But that’s not it.
    He crying not because of His fate, but because of theirs.
    Jesus looks at these people who have come out of Jerusalem and says,
43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."  
    He could see the future, and Jerusalem was going to reject Him and as a result be slaughtered.
    Jesus looked out over the city, and He didn’t just see the normal hustle and bustle and excitement of just another Passover holiday…
    He could see 40 years into the future when on this very ground the people would be ruthlessly slaughtered – 
    - the blood on the ground, the screams, women and children lying dead all over the streets.
    43 your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 
    It won’t be like the war with Iraq, where the population was spared, and even the government leaders were given the opportunity to flee to safety.
    Jesus is describing a war in which the attacking army will surround them, cutting off all movement in or out.  The purpose of that is to starve the people and weaken them.
    So no matter who you were, there was no way out of the bloodbath. 
    44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."  
    And that slaughter in 70 AD by Rome was only a picture of the ultimate, final judgment that will take place when Jesus returns.
    And it makes Him weep.
    Can you imagine this?  Most of those people had one idea about what the Messiah was going to be – a military deliverer.   Someone who would build a strong military and kick the Romans out.
    Someone like King David or Samson.
    For many of them that’s pretty much all a Messiah is good for.
    And so someone bangs on your door and says, “Come with me to the city gates.  There is a man riding in with a big crowd calling Him the Messiah, and singing praises to Him!  They say the Messiah has finally arrived!”
    So you go running out, wondering if this messiah is going to enlist you into His army right on the spot – should you grab a sword?  
    Could this really be true?  Is God finally bringing deliverance?  Is it possible to conquer the Romans?
    What kind of a warrior is this?
    And you arrive and there’s this guy riding a donkey – a gesture of peace, and he’s sitting on the donkey crying…
    And you want to hear His battle plan – His military strategy – how is He going to defeat Rome?
    And so you listen to what He is saying, and this is what you hear: 
    43 your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another
    Your enemy will come and make short work of you, and you are going to be slaughtered along with your children.
    Hmm.  Interesting battle plan.
    You look at your friend and say, “This is some Messiah you have discovered.”
    In a moment when everyone would expect to be the happiest moment of Jesus’ life, He weeps.
    Jesus is so aware of the way things really are, He is never faked out by physical appearances.  
    We get so worked up if we can ever get a large crowd to show up for something.  Whenever a large crowd showed up around Jesus it usually made Him weep.
    He wept, because they wouldn’t recognize the time of God’s coming to them (v.44), which is another way of saying what He said in v.42 – they didn’t realize that this day God was offering them peace.
    The songs of praise about peace in heaven must have touched Jesus’ heart, and He begins talking about the subject of peace.
    What they were saying was true about heaven, and if Jerusalem would only repent it could be true for them on earth.
    The phrase translated what would bring you peace appears one other place in the Bible – a few chapters earlier in Luke 14:32.  
    That’s where Jesus tells the parable of a king who, if he determines he doesn’t have enough forces to me the opposing enemy will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.
    That phrase terms of peace is the identical phrase.
    The picture here as Jesus approaches Jerusalem for the last time is that a king is coming to a rebellious city, a hotbed of resistance against His rightful authority. 
    And the king is willing to make peace, but only on His own terms.  
    And the tears come from the fact that He can see that they aren’t going to accept the terms.
    A king who wanted to display his power as a threat might ride in on a warhorse.  But a king riding a donkey was making a gesture that he was arriving in peace.
    This happened in order to fulfill the prophecy of Zech.9:9.
    Zech.9:9-10
Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken.  He will proclaim peace to the nations.  His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.   
    Jesus didn’t come in His first coming to bring judgment. John 12:47  I did not come to judge the world, but to save it.
    He came the first time as the sacrificial lamb who would die for the sins of the world and make possible peace with God.
    They could have peace with God, but instead, by the end of the week they will attack God and kill His Son.
    42 - but now it is hidden from your eyes.
    As Jesus has made clear more than once, a refusal to accept the truth eventually results in an inability to accept the truth.
    So now it’s too late.  
-------------------------
They would have been open to Him if He would have come on their terms.
    If Jesus had only been seeker sensitive He would have handled this much differently.
    If He just would have read the church-growth handbook, He would have read, “Don’t know realize that in the modern time people aren’t interested in a humble Messiah who is more concerned about peace with God than war with Rome?”
    The seeker-sensitive Jesus would have spent the couple weeks prior to this taking a survey in Jerusalem, and asked the people, “What really turns you off to messianic claims?”
    Then He would have found out that the people’s felt needs centered on political deliverance from Rome.  
    If He would have just taken a survey, He could have discovered that He could really get a huge crowd if He would just get a war-horse and arm His disciples with a bunch of weapons, and speak of military conquest…
    (A survey would have also helped Him know that driving everyone out of the Temple with a whip the next day would be a big turn-off to the people.)
    There are so many people who want Jesus – but only a Jesus of their own devising.  
    They want a Jesus who will come and conquer all their opponents and troubles rather than a Jesus who comes to conquer their own heart.  
    Jesus says, “This judgment is going to come, 
44 …because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."  
    None of it had to happen!  If this was a day when the Jews were embracing Jesus as Messiah, then why didn’t they listen to this?
    There is only one explanation – they didn’t believe it.
    If a prophet came and said this about your town, and said all this was going to happen to you and your children, if you had even the slightest belief that he might be telling the truth, your immediate response would be to grab hold of him and say, “What can we do to avert this judgment?”  
    They didn’t do that.  Jesus forecasts this horrible disaster, and everyone just stands there, listens to it, and the says, “Whatever” and goes about their business.
Conclusion

    What is the significance of this passage?  Why is it recorded?  And what does the Lord want us to learn from it and apply to our lives?
    To answer a question like that we need to pay attention to the context – something that is rarely done when studying this particular event.
    The account of Jesus approach to Jerusalem begins in v.28 and then ends with this description of the coming bloodbath in Jerusalem.
    So if it begins in v.28, lets look back to v.27 and see if we gain any insight as to the context.
    Lk.19:27
The King says those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them-bring them here and kill them in front of me.  
    Do you see the connection?  That is the last verse of a parable that Jesus told where those who reject the king end up being punished.
    So let’s quickly run through that parable and see what the thoughts were leading in to this account.
    Lk.19:11-28
While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 
    Now that’s interesting.  Luke has been building up this idea of everything Jesus was doing culminating and reaching a grand climax in Jerusalem.
    And now Jesus is about to finally arrive there, and so the people, obviously, are thinking the full-blown glory of the Kingdom of God is just days away.
    Jesus sees that and so He tells them a parable to prepare them for reality – to prepare them for the fact that there is going to be a period of time before He is full installed and coronated in glory as king.
    12 He said: "A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. 'Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.' 
14 "But his subjects hated him…
    Stop right there.  This is a point that is very easy to miss, but it’s critical for understanding the parable.  
    Remember when I told you that generally speaking a parable makes one point for every major character?  
    There are three major characters in this parable: The king, the servants, and the subjects.
    The servants and the subjects are two very different groups.  To the servants He says, “Make use of this money until I return.”
    But the subjects, according to v.14, hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.' 
    Now remember why Jesus is telling this parable.  It’s because the people were thinking He was going to bring the final form of the kingdom right away, and Jesus wants to correct that.
    So He tells a parable about a person who is going away for a period of time to receive His crown.
    The point is that he is going to be gone a while.  He’s leaving.
    And the implication is that it’s going to be a fair amount of time – enough time for these servants to get a return on the investment of this money.
    And the rest of the parable is about what both groups do while he’s gone, and what happens when he returns.
    15 "He was made king, however, and returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. 
16 "The first one came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned ten more.' 17 "'Well done, my good servant!' his master replied. 'Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities.' 
    This is very similar to the parable of the talents, except that in the case of the talents the reward is just more talents.  Here the reward has to do with a key position in the kingdom – ruling over cities.
    18 "The second came and said, 'Sir, your mina has earned five more.' 19 "His master answered, 'You take charge of five cities.' 20 "Then another servant came and said, 'Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not sow.' 
22 "His master replied, 'I will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I could have collected it with interest?' 
24 "Then he said to those standing by, 'Take his mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.' 
25 "'Sir,' they said, 'he already has ten!' 
26 "He replied, 'I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be taken away. 
    So Jesus is telling His disciples – “The final form of the kingdom is not coming right now.  I’m leaving for a while, and your concern is to make good use of what I’ve given you until I get back.”
    And you expect the parable to end right there.  By now you’ve forgotten about the other group – the subjects.  But Jesus hasn’t forgotten, because that’s one of the main points of the parable:
    27 But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over them-bring them here and kill them in front of me.'"  28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here…
    And when Luke wrote that, he didn’t pause and put a subtitle or paragraph division between v.27 and v.28.  It’s a continuous thought.
    The big question of why Jesus is crying at His own triumphal entry is this: It wasn’t His triumphal entry.  It was His humble exit.
    This event is not about an entry; it’s about the beginning of an exit.
    Jesus’ arrival into Jerusalem, the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension was all Jesus’ exit from this world.  
    That’s all vv.12-14.  Do you see it?
    12 "A man of noble birth went (he left – and went) to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to return. 
    The distant country is heaven, where Jesus went after the ascension, and, according to Ro.1:4 was declared with power to be the Son of God 
    That’s where He was crowned King.  That was His great coronation.  
    13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. '  Put this money to work,' he said, 'until I come back.' (Those are His disciples)
    14 "But his subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.' 
    What is that?  That’s the trial before Pilate where the people shout, “We have no king but Caesar!” (Jn.19:15)
    The Bible does record a triumphal entry of Christ, but it’s not in Luke 19.  
    There is a place that describes Him coming in glorious, triumphant power, arriving with a sword and a white horse – but it’s not in Lk.19.   It’s in Rev.19.
    That’s when He comes as a mighty conqueror.  For now He appears riding a colt of a donkey bringing terms of peace.
    So what is the application for us of Luke 19?  What is the practical, modern day application?  
    It depends on if you are a servant or a subject.
    If you are a servant, it’s a very, very strong warning.  What happens to the lazy servant is not a pretty picture.
    If you are a servant the implication is that you need to take your spiritual resources – your spiritual gifts, your abilities, your ministry, your calling, and be faithful until He comes.
    Live your life as thought there is a major kingdom at stake, because your position in the kingdom is related to your faithfulness now as a servant.
    And if you are a subject – one of those people who has not bowed the knee to the kingship of Jesus Christ, the application is really easy – become a servant!
    I promise you – if you are in the category of the subjects, you don’t want to still be part of that group when v.27 rolls around.
    Things get ugly in v.27.  But right now we aren’t there yet.  The king isn’t coming in justice and wrath. 
    As of right now He is still offering terms of peace – peace and reconciliation with God.
    Paul describes His ministry in 2 Corinthians 5:19-21 like this:
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We beseech you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
    That is just another way of saying, "O that you would accept God's terms of peace!" 
    The king has come to his rebel subjects and offered peace terms while the time lasts. 
    The terms of peace are simple: lay down your arms, especially the weapons of self-righteousness and self-sufficiency; admit your defeat; accept your full and free pardon (total amnesty) and swear your allegiance to the new king in your life.
    Jesus wept over Jerusalem because He knew they weren’t going to repent.  Is Jesus weeping over you?
    Or are you a servant who is coming dangerously close to hearing the painful rebuke, “You wicked, lazy servant!”?  
    Or are you living a life driven by a longing to hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”?
    Benediction: Heb.13:20,21  May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Matt 21:1-22:1
1 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away."  
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'"   
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 
    
    8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
"Hosanna to the Son of David!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Hosanna in the highest!" 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?" 
11 The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." 
    
    
15 But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant. 
16 "Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. 
"Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, 
"'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?"  
    
parable about killing Him.
    
Mark 11
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 2 saying to them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you doing this?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here shortly.'"  
    
    
    
4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people standing there asked, "What are you doing, untying that colt?" 6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on it. 
    
8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed shouted, 
"Hosanna!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"   
10 "Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!" 
"Hosanna in the highest!" 
11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. 
    
    
    
    
    
    
Luke 19:28-20:1
    28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.'"  
    
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 
34 They replied, "The Lord needs it." 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 
    
36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
38 "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 
40 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out."  
41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace-but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you."  
    
    
John 12:12-13:1
 
    
    
    
    
    
    12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
"Hosanna!" 
"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Blessed is the King of Israel!" 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 
15 "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's colt."   
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him. 
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had given this miraculous sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, "See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!" 
    
     


The Cursing of the Fig Tree	Mk 11:12-25 (Mt 21:18-22)		3-26-2000

Did you hear that one of the TV faith healers finally had his first confirmed miracle the other day?  He made a blind man lame.

It’s kind of an old joke, but many people would compare that to the miracle Jesus performed in 
The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard him say it. 
…20In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" 

This is one of the most difficult stories in the Gospels, and probably Jesus’ least popular miracle (definitely in Boulder County).  Many modern commentators won’t even comment on it because they say it’s a bad thing.
They say this tree didn’t deserve to be cursed for not bearing fruit out of season.

They say Jesus is acting like a spoiled child, and using His miraculous power to vent a temper tantrum over not getting some food.

But Jesus was the type of person who would fast 40 days.  At the well, He declined food even though hungry, because He was so concerned about the spiritual reality going on.  Jesus was not a man who was governed by His physical appetites. 

So there must be some meaning to this – but what? There is no explanation.  Usually Jesus’ miracles make great sermon titles: “Jesus walks on water”  “Jesus raises the dead”   “Jesus feeds the 5000”  But this one?  “Jesus kills a tree?”  Imagine if I advertised that in the Boulder paper!  “Come hear about a man who killed a tree”  more picketers than worshipers.
3:37
12 The next day 
This is the day after the triumphal entry, probably Tuesday of Jesus’ last week.  Jesus has 3 days left before He would be dead.  

The day before had been an incredible scene.  He entered J, and all the people praised Him, waved palm branches, “Hosanna to the son of David, Blessed is he who comes in the N of the L, Hosanna in the highest..”  Those people were risking their lives by saying that (Rome considered that seditious) These people really gave the appearance of being God’s people.

From that procession, after the big parade broke up, Jesus no doubt would have gone to the Temple (Passover week).  If you think back 3 years, you know that Jesus began His public ministry by driving the people out of this place with a whip, because they were dishonoring it.  

In Jesus’ lifetime, He saw a lot of very upsetting things, but this was the only thing that ever drove Him to a violent rage.

After Jesus did that, they went right back to the way they were.  So now He goes back and finds the same things going on.  (Rip offs, shortcut, no prayer, etc.).  So you can imagine how upsetting this would be to J.  There was nothing in the world that bothered Him that much.

So you can imagine what this evening/night/morning was like for Him.  I’m sure He thought of little else.
6:07
  Now it’s morning, and so they are making their way back to J – Jesus is on His way to do something that would lead directly to His death.  He’s going to drive them out again  (Not much of a politician – highest poll numbers ever, and He goes and does something that gets them screaming for His blood).  

Why?  He’s about to show us why.

as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry.
Must have been pretty famished.  The only other time Jesus was said to be H is after the fast.

As they are traveling along, Jesus spots something out of the ordinary.  I don’t know if anyone else noticed.  13 Seeing in the distance a (McDonalds) fig tree in leaf,  
That area was loaded with fig trees (one of the first things the spies noticed).   And this time of year (beginning of April) they were all bare branches.  In a couple months, all those trees would begin producing figs.  

After the figs began to appear, they would start filling up with green leaves.  So the term in leaf is significant, because leaves on a fig tree are like a giant billboard announcing “I have fruit.” – It’s like the “open” sign at McDonald’s.
7:38
he went to find out if it had any fruit. 
Lit “if thus it had fruit” meaning “To see if indeed it had what it was advertising.”
(slide)
When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 
Jesus knew it wasn’t the season for figs, but it wasn’t the season for leaves either.  And when He saw the anomaly of this tree having leaves, He realized this was going to be a great teaching opportunity.

14Then he said to the tree, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." (in other words, “You are going to die, tree) And his disciples heard him say it. 
Please notice that there is not a word about anger.  This has nothing to do with anger.  In fact, as we will see in a moment, this is actually a tender, merciful act.

What is the meaning?  What would they have thought of?  
1.	Fig trees signified the richness, abundance, and God’s blessing on the land.  That’s why the spies pointed that out.
In Zech. There is a promise that in the Kingdom everyone will sit under his own fig tree.  So fig trees were a mark of God’s blessing, and the lack of fig trees is a mark of judgement.
10:00
Fig trees not bearing fruit was often connected with judgement (both the cause and result)
  
THE CAUSE
The people not being spiritually fruitful = cause of judgement (compared to fruitless fig trees)

Hos 9:10  "When I found Israel, it was like finding grapes in the desert; when I saw your fathers, it was like seeing the early fruit on the fig tree.
God: I remember when we first ratified our covenant together there in the desert at Mt. Sinai in the desert.  For me it was like finding a bunch of sweet grapes or figs in the middle of the desert.

This is a picture of God’s delight in Israel.

But when they came to Baal Peor, they consecrated themselves to that shameful idol and became as vile as the thing they loved. 

The grapes turned sour.  The figs were rotten.  When they received the 10 commandments and answered, “All that you have said we will do.” They gave the appearance of being like a ripe, sweet piece of fruit.  They had the appearance of being delightful to God.  But it didn’t work out that way.

15  "Because of all their wickedness in Gilgal, I hated them there. Because of their sinful deeds, I will drive them out of my house. I will no longer love them; all their leaders are rebellious. 16 Ephraim is blighted, their root is withered, they yield no fruit. 
11:50
THE RESULT
God judged them by taking away the blessing on the land, and one of the most obvious signs of that was barren fig trees.

Joel 1:6 – the Day of the Lord will be like a horde or locusts who come and lays waste the vines, and ruins the fig trees.  

Mic 7:1-2  What misery is mine! I am like one who gathers summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; there is no cluster of grapes to eat, none of the early figs that I crave. 

Jer 8:13  "`I will take away their harvest, declares the LORD. There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be taken from them.'" 
And many others.

So the imagery of figs was nothing new for the Jews.  It would have been crystal clear what Jesus was doing.  The curse on the fig tree was a strong statement about judgement.  But who?  For what?  Jesus had just received nothing but honor and praise yesterday – seems like a time for blessing, not J.  What is God’s judgement going to be directed at?
Keep reading…
13:02
15On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17And as he taught them, he said, "Is it not written: 
"`My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations'? But you have made it `a den of robbers.'"   There it is – who is going to be judged?  These people.
18The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching.  19When evening came, they went out of the city. 20In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered 
13:40
The fig tree represents the hypocrites in Israel.  The leaves represent that which makes those people appear to be the type that would be fruitful.  Some have suggested their religious system.  That is valid, but more specifically, I don’t think you have to look any farther than the day before.

The fruitlessness is illustrated in what was going on in the Temple.  At the triumphal entry, they give appearance of life, but at the very same time they enter into the house of prayer and prove themselves utterly unfruitful.

And so Jesus curses a tree that gives the appearance of fruitfulness, but has no fruit as an illustration.

There is no question what Jesus was getting at.  He had used this illustration in the past.
Mt 7:19  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire

Lk 13:7  So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, `For three years now I've been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?' 
8"`Sir,' the man replied, `leave it alone for one more year, and I'll dig around it and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.'" 

 Mt 21:43   "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit.
15:33
So the fruit is the activity of the Kingdom of God.  That is, God’s purposes.  God’s will.  God’s plan.  God’s commands.  God’s calling.   That’s why our purpose statement. – Because a fruitful life is a life spent building the Kingdom of God by carrying out your role in that K.

If you are not advancing the Kingdom of God, then you aren’t doing anything.  A life that does not engage itself if the activity of the Kingdom of God is a fruitless, pointless, worthless, wasted life.  It’s like a dead tree, and nothing remains but to just throw it in the fire.

TT Mt 3:8-12
John the B had a run in with these hypocrites, and he told them the same thing
8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, `We have Abraham as our father.' [Don’t tell me about all your leaves.  Don’t show me a lot of externals.  That’s meaningless] I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
Who will throw those fruitless trees into the fire John?
11"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

What did those people deserve?  They were worthless, fruitless hypocritical people who had a pretense of being interested in God, but upon closer examination were shown to be utterly barren of anything good, and they deserved fire.
17:33
Remember last week – what God is looking for is that you seek to have a clear conscience before Him?  They had the external trappings of being God’s people, but on the inside there was nothing real – they didn’t care about their conscience before God.

So they deserved to be cursed.  They deserved to be punished and destroyed.  They deserved to have Jesus walk into the Temple and send right into hell.  But that didn’t happen.  What did Jesus do instead?  Instead of giving them what they deserved, He just gave an illustration of what they deserved to a tree.

Such mercy.  Such patience.  Such love.  That’s the way God is.  He is so patient – so tender and kind.  But that mercy won’t last forever.  If your heart remains fruitless, judgement will come.  And about 40 years after this, Jerusalem received judgement.

And what brings judgement?  Hypocrisy.  Having nothing but leaves.  Having all the external trappings of Christianity, but not bearing any real fruit of the Kingdom.
18:51
As I look out over this group, I can’t see into your hearts.  But one thing I can say for sure, you are all very leafy.  You all have the appearance of being fruit bearers.   

That’s good.  But is there fruit on those branches?  If someone could follow you home today, to work tomorrow, into the privacy of when you are alone, and right into your heart, they would know.

Sure, you are coming to church.  That’s great.  But are you furthering the work of the Kingdom of God?  Is what you did last Thursday something that is the activity of the Kingdom.  Will you be busy doing the Lord’s work tomorrow afternoon?  
Are you on the clock in God’s Kingdom?  Are you fulfilling and carrying out with excellence your calling in the Kingdom?  Are you living with an ear toward heaven always seeking that which God wants you to do?  Most of you are, and that, my friends, is a fruitful life.
19:50
Is it a problem that Jesus killed a tree?

I got behind someone the other day with two bumper stickers: “Pagan and proud” and “The Goddess is Alive”  You have heard about people hugging trees, that person worships trees (as do many others).
Earth First folks spike trees, because they believe trees are more important than people’s livelihood and well-being.

Many people seem to believe that trees, cactus, poison ivy, kangaroo rats and prairie dogs are more important than people.  

But Gn. teaches us that all the lower forms of life were created for our use.  Conservatives and liberals debate about whether the tree deserved to be cursed.  The tree didn’t deserve anything, good or bad.  

Jesus didn’t curse it because it deserved to have something bad happen.  It’s an object lesson.  It’s a tree.   Just a bunch of wood.  It’s ridiculous to talk about what it deserves.  Jesus miraculously took bunch of wood with sap in it, and made it into a bunch of wood with no sap in order to make a point.
21:42
 Is it out of the ordinary that God would sacrifice a tree for the purpose of a spiritual illustration?  For centuries, He required the death of thousands of animals for no other purpose than illustration.   

If just one soul has been made to consider its condition before God through that tree, it was worth it for the tree to be withered, because a soul is more important than a tree.

If it’s OK to cut down a tree to make a desk or paper or a house, then certainly it is OK to kill a tree to teach people an important, eternal spiritual lesson. If I could make you understand spiritual truth better by killing a tree, I would go buy one today.
In fact, Jesus actually honored this tree.  Jesus took a worthless, fruitless tree, and made it the most useful tree that ever grew.   Because of that one tree, thousands of people have leaned about themselves, examined their hearts, and turned back to God!  
22:53
Jesus’ killing this tree is actually an act of mercy.  He is giving the tree not what the tree deserves.  He is giving the tree a fate that is deserved by whom?  People.  Instead of just going into J and giving all those people what they deserved (hell), He gives an object lesson involving a tree, and allows them to continue to live – so much mercy.
23:09
Miracles
from the roots. 
That’s not a coincidence.  It is a miracle.  If a tree is full of green leaves one day – even if you chop it down it will still be green the next day.  
slides
So they are walking along, and Peter sees this tree and can’t believe his eyes.  24 hours ago he saw this big, healthy, woody tree covered with green leaves.  Now in that exact spot – some dried up sticks.

21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!" 
(It actually worked!)
24:28
Jesus doesn’t answer Peter by explaining the meaning of the fig tree incident.  That was obvious.  Instead Jesus address the thing that was on Peter’s mind: the miraculous nature of how Jesus made this illus.
In fact, Mt records that they asked about that:
Mt.21:20  When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. "How did the fig tree wither so quickly?" they asked. 
How did you pull that miracle off?  (always amazed by miracles of nature)
22"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
25:27
That’s some promise.  I recently met a man who lost his whole life savings and his family all because of a misinterpretation of this passage.

1. It’s talking about miracles
Moving a mountain is miraculous. It’s true that a “mover of mountains” was a great, powerful leader who could get past difficult obstacles, but here the context seems to refer to actual miracles.

But even if it isn’t, killing the tree is.  

Mt.21:21 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will be done. 22If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."
So this verse is not talking about prayers for the normal, everyday things we ask for.  It’s not talking about praying for provision, or good health, or for spiritual growth of the church, or wisdom, etc.  It’s talking about praying for miracles.
27:33
2. It’s talking about a different kind of faith than usual.
There is an age-old debate about the nature of faith.  Is F believing God can do something, or that He will?  When I pray, is it enough that I just trust God and His ability and goodness, or should I take it a step further and try to convince myself that what I asked for will come to pass.

If you want to answer that Q for yourself, you can do the same thing I did – look up every comment Jesus made about faith.  

TT  Mt 9:29 Jesus heals some blind men.  Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you"  What were they believing – that He would heal them or that He could?  Just back up one v.
28When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, Lord," they replied. 

Other examples: Mt.13:58, 16:8, Mk.6:6, Mk.9:22-24, Mk.10:52 (Lk.18:42),  Believing that He can, not assuming that He will.
29:31
“Maybe average faith is believing that God can, but great faith is believing that God will.

TT Mt 15:26-28
26He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs." 
27"Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 
28Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 
Faith is a confidence in God’s ability, great faith is a great confidence
31:53
Mt 8:7-10 (Lk.7:9)
7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." 
8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, `Go,' and he goes; and that one, `Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, `Do this,' and he does it." 
10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.
32:22
“Aren’t there some times when faith = believing that what you ask for will happen?”  But only in cases where God had already promised something.

There are three times when Jesus promises the Disciples the ability to work miracles, and all three of those times they are to believe that what they ask for will happen (Here, Mt.17:20, Lk17:5,6).
No indication: Mt.9:2
Believing it will happen:
Mt 9:21-22 (Mk.5:34)
21She said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed." 
22Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment. 
(but the focus is on His miraculous ability.  She assumed it would happen, because He was healing everyone, so in effect, it is like it was a promise.  He had stated by His deeds that He would heal anyone)
Believing what was promised will take place: Mt 6:29-30 (Lk.12:28), Mt.14:31 (Mk.2:5, Lk.5:20), Mt.17:20, Lk.8:50, Lk.7:50, Lk.17:5,6
Trusting God to take care of you (not being afraid): Mt.8:26 (Mk.4:40, Lk.8:25), Mk.5:36
Believing He is able: 
Mt 9:28-29
Mt.13:58, 16:8, Mk.6:6, Mk.9:22-24, Mk.10:52 (Lk.18:42),
Great faith
Mt 15:26-28 Mt 8:7-10 (Lk.7:9)
Do those apply to everyone?  Did Jesus pass on a carte blanche promise of the ability to work miracles to everyone?  Some things that are said to the disciples apply to all of us (great commission), other things only to them (Don’t go to the Gentiles).  Which is this?   
34:10
The answer is found in the purpose of miracles. TT Heb.2:3-4   Why did Jesus give the disciples this ability?
First let’s define: miracle (Not everything that seems to defy science is a miracle – bee, and a miracle is not anytime God acts – or everything would be a miracle)

Heb.2:3-4  This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

A M = when God manipulates creation in an unusual way to validate a person or a message as being from Him.  
35:35
Some believe miracles happened every day in the Bible times.  Not true.  The vast majority of people in Bible times never saw a miracle.  Just like us.

There have been a few times when miracles were commonplace.   (Moses, Elijah and Elisha, Jesus) 
- In the thousands of years before Moses, miracles happened, but were rare (by definition)
-	several hundred years until Prophets – rare
-	several hundred years until Jesus - rare

So God does miracles to validate the law, to validate the prophets, and to validate the NT.

So the purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to prove He was who He said He was (didn’t call for blind faith).  He gave miraculous power to His disciples to prove they were from Him.  It was the disciples’ job to write the NT.  It was necessary to prove that what they were writing was God’s Word (there is never any shortage of people who claim to speak for God).  
So if anyone says to you, “the Bible was written by men and therefore is not God’s Word” say “What about the miracles?”
Did Jesus and the Apostles and the NT church perform enough miracles to validate the NT?  (I think there is a decreasing emphasis on miracles as move through the NT).
37:57
Should we be doing miracles?  What for?  The whole Bible is validated already.

If a pastor stands up and says, “The Bible doesn’t teach this, but here are a few of my own ideas…”  You should respond by saying, “Do a few miracles so we know this message is from God.”
If he can’t, then tell him to stick to what we know is from God.
38:17
So does this promise to be able move mountains, curse fig trees, and receive anything we ask, apply to us?  So we can believe God will do whatever we ask?  No.  That applied only to the Apostles for a limited period of time for a specific purpose.

So could the disc. actually move mountains?  Yes. There is no case of any failed miracle attempt on the part of the Apostles after the Res.  But they didn’t do it, because these were men who were interested in nothing else besides the Kingdom of God.  They didn’t do silly things, or useless things.  
39:33
CONCLUDE:
 When Jesus went to examine the tree, it was barren.  And He expressed His disappointment in three words: “nothing but leaves”  Like clouds without rain, or an oasis without water.  

The purpose of a fig tree is to produce food.  What good are the leaves?  Their only value is to let you know when there are figs.  So the assessment “Nothing but leaves” is and indictment of a worthless tree.

Nothing but leaves and the Spirit grieves over a wasted life.
For sins committed while conscience slept, promises made but never kept
Hatred, battle and strife, nothing but leaves

Nothing but leaves memory weaves no veil to hide the past
As we retrace our weary way counting each lost and misspent day 
we find sadly at last nothing but leaves

And shall we meet the Master so, Bearing our withered leaves?
The Savior looks for abundant fruit, we stand before Him humble, mute waiting the words He breathes:  Nothing but leaves

Imagine the infinite sorrow in the heart of Jesus when He examines a life, and has to turn to the Father and say, “Nothing but leaves.”  Imagine the horror of getting to judgement Day and after a thorough examination of your life hearing “nothing but leaves.”

That’s why 2Co.13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. 
1Co 11:28  A man ought to examine himself … 31 if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 

You have leaves, but does your life produce the fruit of the Kingdom of God?
41:54
 At first glance, this sounds like a very negative passage, but for those who are genuine believers, this is a wonderfully encouraging passage.  The fact is that for most of you, your branches are practically sagging to the ground because of the weight of all the fruit.  You are producing fruit all over the place.

What is the picture you can take from this?  

What emotion went through Jesus when He first saw the fig tree?  It was the same emotion when God saw Israel in the desert – delight.  Jesus was hungry, and when He saw that tree and its leaves, He was excited about the prospect of going over and finding fruit.  

How would Jesus have felt had he inspected and found fruit?  Thrilled.
Did you know that is God’s disposition toward you?  Did you know when God sees the leaves surrounding your life, He is thrilled by that initially, and when upon further inspection He discovers fruit on the branches of your life, His response is delight?

Ps 149:3  Let them praise his name with dancing and make music to him with tambourine and harp.  4 For the LORD takes delight in his people

Benediction:
Php.1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.

Foot Washing 	John 13:1-17	4-2-2000
What did Jesus mean when He was washing the disciples’ feet and told Peter, “If I don’t wash you, you can have no part with Me”?

As you read through the Gospels, the shadow of the cross looms larger and larger, and darker and darker until we arrive now at Jesus’ final hours, and here we are at the foot of the cross.  On Tuesday Jesus cursed the fig tree.  Then He drove the people out of the Temple.  Wednesday morning they saw the tree.  Wed was an incredible day (over 9 months just Mt.).

Now it’s Thr. night (actually it’s after Sundown, so for them it’s Fri.  The cross is just hours away now.  By midday Jesus would be hanging between earth and sky bearing all the sin of mankind, and before the sun would set again, He would take His last tortured breath.
1:11
The Setting
13:1It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave cross over from) this world and go to the Father. (not to hell).  
 Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.  
John gives the big idea.  This passage is about perfect love.  He is about to bear the sins of the world, but all His concern is for His own.
2
2 The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted (thrown into his heart) Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 
In Lk.22:3 (before the feast), Satan actually entered Judas.  And he threw the idea of betrayal into his heart.  And in v.27, at the moment when he takes the sop from Jesus, Satan enters him again.
“Can Satan throw an idea into your mind?  Do some thoughts actually originate with Satan?”  Apparently.  “If he can throw thoughts into my head, what am I supposed to do?  How do I keep my thoughts pure?”  Throw them back out.  You have full control of what you decided to think about.
Judas has been painted as the unwilling pawn of Satan.  He was a pawn of Satan, yes, but not unwilling.  
3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so 4 he got up from the meal, 
Jesus could do anything in the universe, and He chose to do this.  This is the greatest possible thing that could have been done to express His love.  Jesus could have given each of them a giant bouquet of flowers – or a condo in Veil.  He could have made each of them the king of a vast kingdom.  But knowing all His limitless, infinite options, this is what He chose to do.
2:53
4 he got (gets) up from the meal, 
John switches to the Pr. Tense.   He is writing this decades later.  This happened when Jn. was probably around 20; now he’s an old man.  Yet he still remembers every little detail.  

What was that scene like?  Lk.22:24 tells us that they had been arguing over who was greatest.  That must have been more than everyone just saying, “I’m the greatest.”  “No, I’m the greatest”  I’m sure each one gave arguments, and if they were like most people (and they were), you can be sure this took the form not of listing their qualifications, but rather of listing the others’ disqualifications.  

That must have been brutal.  You can just imagine each one being ripped to shreds by the other 11.  When James and John spoke up, I’m sure all 10 of the others pounced on them with both feet: “Jesus rebuked you guys when you thought you would sit at His left and right!  You’re a couple of hot heads – you’re not the greatest.”

Mt. – What about your old life?  You don’t have the pedigree.  You haven’t proven yourself.
Simon – Too violent
Philip – always doubting
Peter – Are you kidding?  Jesus called you Satan Peter!  Yeah, Mr. “I think I’ll walk on water – oops, I’m sinking!”  Mr. “I think I’ll rebuke the Lord now.”  He said you would deny Him.
4:40 
I’m not sure what all was said, but it must have been ugly.  Now they are all seated at the meal.  Ever sit down to a meal with a bunch of people who have just been fighting?  Did that ever happen you family growing up?  I bet it was quiet.

Normally, when you arrived somewhere, a slave would wash your feet.  If there were no slave, whoever arrived first would do it.  This was a very important courtesy in that culture.  

But no one did it.  Imagine the scene.  This is the most important night of Jesus’ (and their) lives.  He had so much to teach them.  They were so far from where they needed to be spiritually.  
·	They still didn’t understand about Jesus’ humiliation
·	They didn’t understand about His deity (Phillip)
·	They couldn’t accept His plain words that He had to die, and would rise.
·	They were not at all prepared to deal with the cross.
·	Jesus would teach them a tremendous amount at this meal, and later in the evening.  This is when He transformed the Passover to the Lord’s Table.  
·	It was crucial that they remember everything that He said and did that evening.

But right now they are in no condition to receive anything.  Just imagine them – all around the table, still fuming.  Looking down at the table.  Looking at the ceiling.  Adjusting their clothes.  

Focused on whatever things offended them, and thinking of more and more reasons why they were the greatest. 
6:10
So you can see why no one wanted to wash feet.  It was the task of the most menial slave.  The disciples were debating who was the greatest– none of them were about to do that and blow their chances at being greatest. So there they all are reclining on couches with their feet in each other’s faces.
6:54 
It’s amazing, but apparently no one even washed Jesus’ feet! 
A disciple was to be devoted to his teacher in every way.  He would serve his teacher, and submit to his teacher, obey his teacher, etc.  But you did not wash the feet of your teacher.  Not even Jewish slaves could be required to do it – only Gentile slaves or wives.

Isn’t that amazing?  After all this time, this is the way they are?  Why couldn’t they have been more like J the B?  J the B said he was not worthy to attend to Jesus’ feet.  The 12 think Jesus is not worthy to have them do it.

J the B would have been deeply honored had he had the high and lofty honor of being able to attend to the Master’s feet.  These guys actually had a chance, but passed it up, because they thought it was beneath them.

In fact, this task was so menial, they didn’t even wash their own feet.  Think of the things you do to care for your own body (trim toenails, scratch an itch, etc.)  For something to be too menial for you to even do for yourself, that’s pretty low. 
The Service 
Jesus waits until the middle of the meal.
8:17 (2:55)
4 took off his outer clothing, The word “clothing” is plural, with indicates that now all He is wearing is a loin cloth – He is dressed like a slave.  For Jesus to get up at a banquette and start doing that would be the most humiliating thing imaginable.

He didn’t have to do that.  He could have kept His clothes on, kept a little dignity, and just have been careful not to get wet.    and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
Jesus wrapped the towel, because He would need both hands to carry the basin.

5After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
One by one, the King of kings actually kneels before His disciples and washes their feet.  There is dead silence.  The only sound is that of the water.

Can you imagine how devastated they were?  There is nothing more humiliating than being the midst of a fight for prestige, and then having someone step forward and show humility.  When you get caught trying to make yourself out to be big, you come out looking puny.  
9:50
Jesus silently moves from one to the other.  They are still laying on their couches, with their feet hanging over the edge.  

I suppose at this point you could cut the air with a knife.  No one knows what to say.  And now Jesus gets to Peter.  And Peter doesn’t know what to say either, but that never stopped him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 
The pronouns are emphatic.  Peter can’t handle this.  This just isn’t appropriate.  

He was right.  It wasn’t appropriate.  But
7Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 
Jesus gives a gentle answer.  But gentle answers don’t work on Peter.  For a guy like Peter, and gentle answer is like shooting an elephant with a rubber band.

Jesus’ comment that there is something happening here that is beyond what Peter sees – that comment just bounces off Peter’s skull, and Peter doesn’t even feel it.
8"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." 
11:25
Ouv mh. This is the strongest, most emphatic negation is the Gk. Lang.  God forbid!  May it never be!  “Absolutely, positively no way under the sun!  Forget it Lord!”  (He calls Jesus “Lord” and then goes on to act like he is Lord).  But that’s not all.  The word never is lit. into eternity.  Now Peter is making statements to Jesus about what will happen in eternity.

Peter is rock solid on this one.

The gentle response never worked with Peter.  Jesus had to say something that was strong enough to penetrate Peter’s thick skull.
Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me." 
Peter, if you want to remain at this meal.  If you want to eat with me; if you want to be one of the disciples – you will let this continue.

Now that’s the kind of language Peter can understand.
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 
Peter’s eternity turned out to be pretty short.  This will absolutely positively never ever happen into eternity – not in a million years!  4 seconds later: “Let it happen Lord!”
12:50 (3:18)
The Significance
Why did Jesus say that?  Why is this so important?  
Isn’t it a good thing that Peter realized that it is not appropriate for the Master to wash the feet of the disciple?  Yes, it was.  Peter’s first comment was fine, and he is not rebuked.
He hesitates, just like J the B when Jesus  wanted him to baptize Him.  And Jesus responded the same way then – you don’t understand this, but just let it happen.  J the B obeyed, but Peter didn’t.  So Jesus has to rebuke him
Because humility does not begin with a willingness to serve.  It begins with a willingness to receive service from God.  

Giving service can involve great pride and condescension, so it is necessary first to be humbled by having to be on the receiving end.


Want to learn humility?  Learn how to receive.  Learn how to be served.  If you can’t be served, if you can’t accept a gift or a kindness, that is pride.

This was important for Jesus do to for 3 reasons:
#1. They needed to understand about Jesus’ humiliation.

Up until now, no matter what Jesus said, He could not get them to accept the fact that He would suffer and die.  They just can’t understand His humiliation.  So Jesus acts out a miniature version of the entire incarnation.  (The Incarnation is Jesus’ leaving heaven and becoming a man).  This is a dramatization of Php.2.
14:20
TT Php.2
This is the decent of the humiliation of Christ in the incarnation.  – 6 steps down.
It started with His attitude in v.5. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 
1.	6 Who, being in very form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, He didn’t have an attitude of grasping after the recognition and prestige He rightfully deserved.
2.	Next, in v.7 but made himself nothing (emptied himself), He laid aside His glory
3.	From there, v.7 taking the very form of a servant  All the power in the universe was in His hands, yet He used those hands to wash feet.  He had almighty power, but chose not to use it for His own glory.  
4.	v.7 He was made in human likeness.  He was content to walk around and look like a nobody.  (He could have had a halo if He wanted, but didn’t.  Wherever He went, people just assumed He was an average Joe).
5.	In v.8, And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient He obeyed God.  He placed Himself under authority. 
6.	That led to the ultimate humiliation – the cross (most humiliating death).
That’s the decent of Jesus.  That’s the incarnation.  And this scene is a perfect dramatization of that.
17:59 (3:44)
Jesus rises from the meal just as in the incarnation He rose to leave His place of perfect fellowship with the Father and the Spirit.
He temporarily lays aside His garments, just as He had laid aside His glorious existence in heaven.  
He wraps Himself with a towel, just as in the incarnation He took the form of a servant.  
He washes their feet, just as He came to this world not to be served but to serve.
He pours water into the basin to wash them, just as he would soon pour out His blood to wash our hearts clean from the contamination of sin.

What a picture!
18:52
#2. Cleansing of the believer’s sin
He said, Jn.13:8 “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.”  That has a double meaning.  Part refers to an inheritance in the Kingdom.  Without being cleansed by Christ, a person cannot be saved.

That is in total opposition to the most popular religion of every age – DoMyBestism.

So the foot washing was an illustration of cleansing.
9"Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!" 
The Lord’s way is never quite right for Peter – he always has to try to improve on it.  
In his first statement, Peter thought he was doing good, because he took what he regarded as an act of humility, and pushed to the extreme.  Now he is taking an act of obedience and pushing it to the extreme.  But in both cases he is wrong.  Peter wanted to dictate the terms.
This is common – we push God’s commands beyond the limits of what He says.  But that’s not obedience.  
Jesus takes this occasion to make another profound illustration.
10 Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean.  (explain).
20:47
What is Jesus saying?  “Peter, your heart has already been cleansed.  You have had a spiritual bath (illustrated by baptism)  All your sin is forgiven.  You have been reconciled with God, and you are totally clean on the inside.  That is a permanent washing that does not need to be redone every time you sin.

However, there is still a sense in which you need repeated cleansing. There is a sense in which you are being cleansed day by day. 2 Co.7:1  Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
That’s why 2 Co.3:18 says you are being made more righteous day by day.

This isn’t talking about forgiveness.  It’s talking about sanctification.
21:48 (1:52)
Jesus looked out at this table of 12 flaring tempers, and He knew their hearts.  He knew that with one exception, these were men who were clean on the inside – they were righteous, and this sin they were all involved in was simply some soil they had picked up on the walk over.  It was dust on their feet.

But that soil must be washed off nonetheless, and so Jesus effectively washed it off by washing their feet.  “You mean the water cleansed the sin from their hearts?”

No.  The washing of their feet replaced the pride in their hearts with humility.  When the Savior knelt down before them and attended to their feet, you can imagine how their pride would have been shattered.  

They had been grasping for greatness by refusing to perform humble service, and here the greatest Being in the universe exhibits His greatness by serving them.  

The water did nothing but rinse off some dirt.  But the act cleansed them.  You can just imagine this group of angry, proud, insolent, selfish, implacable, resentful men, in 5 minutes being transformed  to a company of humbled, meek, loving, repentant disciples of the Lord – each one thinking not of himself, but esteeming the others as more important – that was the cleansing.
23:09
His act of humility cleansed their hearts of pride.  If you want to know the impact this had, just read the NT and see what these men had to say about humility.  It becomes the centerpiece of Christian virtue.

And you are clean, though not every one of you." 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

He doesn’t expose Judas.  He could have.  He could have tipped off James and Simon the Zealot, and Judas may never have made it out of the room alive.  

But instead he kneels down in front of Judas, takes his dirty feet in his hands, washes them, and gently dries them with a towel.  The Son of God sitting at the feet of the Traitor.  What a picture!
24:05  
But He knew Judas’ heart wasn’t clean, and Peter’s was. 
Jesus distinguishes between a Peter and a Judas.  They both looked the same, but Jesus knew Peter was clean on the inside.  Jesus doesn’t assume that because we sinned this morning or last night, that that the life of God is not in us.  He can distinguish between dirt on your feet, and an unregenerate heart.
24:31
#3 The example of humble service
12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. 13"You call me `Teacher' and `Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.
You’re not greater than Me, so if I wash feet, you can wash feet. We would gladly wash our Lord’s feet, but He insists that instead He wash ours, and we, in turn, wash others’.

My guess is after this there was always a race to the towel and wash basin whenever these guys were together.

Some say we should be people of the sword – beat people into submission to God.
Others insist we have to be people of the govt. – go to the polling booth and dominate politics.
Others want us to become people of the world – intermingle with them and their way of life to try to infiltrate and have some influence.

But Jesus: I want you to become people of the towel.
25:43 2:07)
Should we have foot-washing ceremonies?  It’s hard to imagine a bigger example of missing the point.  Back then, foot washing was necessary.  What possible meaning could it have now?  What do you think people do before going to those?

There is always a temptation to reduce a principle down to a ritual.  That makes it so much easier.  So does this have any application for us?

15I have set you an example that you should do as (not what)  I have done for you. 
Jesus is not saying, “Follow my example – see how I start with the big toe and work out…”
He is telling them to do the type of thing He had just done – humble love.  Focus on the meaning, not just the act.  
26:51 2:45
So often the ugliness of pride invades even the church.  Someone in the choir doesn’t get a solo, and refuses to sing.  Someone is slighted – doesn’t get some thanks or recognition, and decides, “Fine, see if I ever serve again.”  Next time you feel that way, remember that scene of the Son of God, dressed as a slave, washing the disciples’ feet.  Are you greater than Him?

Humility is the most important virtue, because pride is the very essence of sin.  It is the root of all sin.  And humility is not putting yourself down (Jesus never put Himself down), humility is putting others first.

Foot washing no longer has any meaning.  How do we follow this passage?  Find something just as menial.  

What?  How about doing something to make sure someone succeeds, even though you know he will get all the credit?
How about getting up off the couch to get a drink or a snack for your wife before she has a chance to get up?
How about answering the phone when it rings, so no one else has to get up?

“But those are little things.”  The smaller the thing, the more humility it takes to do it.  V.2 The full extent of love – love to the extreme requires the extreme of humility.  Love and humility are two sides of the same coin.  (treat and consider Action and attitude – comand/ way to obey) To reach the highest pinnacle of love, you have to descend to the lowest level of humility.
28:51 3:12
“But if I live like that, what’s to prevent me from becoming a doormat?  People will walk all over me.”  
Heaven forbid you should become a doormat.  Q: What is the purpose of a doormat?  So in Jesus’ culture, what would He qualify as?  The only difference between a doormat in our culture, and a foot washer in theirs, was that a doormat has more dignity.

Don’t worry about being taken advantage of – God will take care of you.  

Pr. Teaches us that your life will actually go smoother if you have humility (peaceful relationships are worth more than money).  If you become known as the one who will always give in, yes, some will take advantage, but in general, things will tend to go well for you.  But even if it didn’t, what does it matter?  This life is just a mist.  And humility is the path to greatness.
30:25 3:50
So how do we gain humility?
#1.  How could Jesus humble Himself this much?   Look back at v.3. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so He got up from the meal…
  He had an awareness of His exalted position, which freed Him to be humble.  

People who are insecure have to struggle for prominence and attention.  Someone in middle management struggles to press others under him, but the CEO is relaxed, and doesn’t really care if people know his position.  

When you are in third grade, you try to rise above the other third graders.  You want to appear smarter, stronger, etc.  But as an adult, you go into a class of third graders, and you don’t feel any pressure to prove yourself.  If some kid thinks he knows more than you, you don’t come home crying, “Jonny doesn’t think I’m smart…”  You are not threatened. 

If you understand your exalted position as a child of God, you will be able to humble yourself in this world.  If you have an awareness that in a very short time you will receive glory in heaven, your position on earth is no big issue.
32:23  4:12
Arturo (ahr TOOR oh) Toscanini (tahs kuh NEE nee) was one of the most brilliant symphony orchestra and opera conductors of his time (early 1900s).  He was considered the undisputed authority on some of the great composers.  Later in life when he became nearsighted, it didn’t harm his career, because he could conduct from memory – no score.   His musical genius was unquestioned.

In 1890 another Italian became world famous after writing a one act opera that took first prize in a competition - Pietro Mascagni.  He developed a massive ego, and spent his life struggling to gain recognition.  He dedicated one of his operas to himself.

He resented Toscanini because of his popularity.  One day there was a music festival in Milan, and the committee in charge invited both Toscanini and Mascagni to come and lead the orchestration.
M: “I will conduct under one condition: that I am paid more than Toscanini.”  The management agreed, and at the close of the festival Mascagni received his fee – 1 lyra.  Toscanini had donated his time.  His greatness was unquestioned, and he didn’t have to try to grasp for it.  And that enabled him to offer his services free – as if he were a nobody.

But it was he who is to this day thought of as great, and Mascagni, who grasped for fame, was exposed as a fool and humiliated.
Toscanini is to this day revered as one of the greatest conductors ever.  But you have probably never heard of Mascagni. After that one opera, nothing else he did ever really succeeded.  He died a disappointed and almost totally discredited composer. 

How to be humble?  Begin by realizing your exalted position in Christ.  That gives you the freedom to be humble.  
34:43
Barcley: That man is truly great who has this regal humility, which makes him both servant and king among men. In The Beloved Captain by Donald Hankey, there is a passage which describes how the beloved captain cared for his men after a march.  "We all knew instinctively that he was our superior--a man of finer fibre than ourselves. I suppose that was why he could be so humble without loss of dignity. No trouble of ours was too small for him to attend to. When we started route marches, for instance, and our feet were blistered and sore, as they often were at first, you would have thought that they were his own feet from the trouble he took…”  
The strange thing is that it is the man who stoops like that--like Christ--whom men in the end honour   as a king, and the memory of whom they will not willingly let die. 
#2. Follow Christ’s example.
16I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Next time you think something is beneath you, remember Jesus at the feet of His disciples.  Are you greater than Him?
The subordinate should not consider unworthy of him that which his superior has consented to do.

17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
It’s easy to approve of humility and admire it.  It’s another thing to practice it.  Learn from His example.  Humility is the path to greatness. Let’s follow Jesus’ downward path.
35:26
Remember the 6 steps down Jesus took?  I left one out  TT Php.2.  The cross wasn’t the last step.   and look at the final step in v.9 (superexaltation).  How can you go down and down and end up at the top?
36:10
It’s like we are in a snow shaker struggling to get up the ladder.  Then you become a Christian, open the Bible and read…
Luk 14:11 "For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and he who humbles himself shall be exalted."
PS 18:27 You save the humble but bring low those whose eyes are haughty.
Pr.15:33  before honor comes humility.
Matt 20:16  "So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 
Isa 2:11 The proud look of man will be abased, And the loftiness of man will be humbled,
Jam 4:6, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE."
 1Pe 5:5 clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.
Job 
2 parables
The snow shaker is upside down.  Everybody is going toward the ground.   “You’re going the wrong way.”
38:17
So let’s follow the example of our Master.  Let’s take the 7 steps down to true greatness:

1.	Start w/ your attitude.  Don’t grasp after the recognition and prestige you rightfully deserve.  Don’t seek after that.
2.	Next, emptied yourself.  Lay aside even whatever glory you have.  Don’t go around wearing your resume on your shirtsleeve.  
3.	Take on the form of a servant.  Serve people.  Something unpleasant needs to be done, you jump at the chance.  
4.	Be content to appear to be a nobody.  
5.	Place yourself under authority.  Be submissive.  Take delight in respectfully submitting to whatever authorities are over you.   
6.	Take up your cross.  Give up your life for others.
7.	God will exalt you.
39:17
Let us serve one another.  And it will have a cleansing effect.  You find a brother or sister unworthy of your service because of their attitude, and you served him/her, and that person’s heart will be cleansed.  Pride and hostility will melt away, humility will warn their heart, and they will be draw to repentance.  

CONCLUSION
This all took place at the very first communion service.  We are going to sit at the Lord’s Table this morning.  Have you picked up any dust on your feet?  Yes, your heart is clean, but is there some minor cleansing that needs to take place?

Marcus Dods: These present stains Christ seeks to remove, that …our heart, restored to humility and tenderness may be in a state to receive the blessing He would bestow.  It is not enough to be once forgiven, to begin the day “thoroughly clean.”  No sooner do we take a step in the life of the day then our feet become soiled.  Our temper is ruffled, and words fall from our lips that injure and exasperate.  In one way or another stain attaches to our conscience, and we are moved away from cordial and open fellowship with Christ.”

You know, when we think of those stains – that dirt on our feet, and we realize we need to ask Christ to wash us, we feel tempted to exclaim with Peter, “Lord, Thou shalt never wash my feet!”   

We become ashamed, and we feel like we are abusing grace.  And out of shame, we are tempted to not allow the Lord to forgive that same sin for the hundredth time.  We would almost rather just endure some punishment, then come to Him in humility again.
41:19
But punishment doesn’t cleanse.  Humility does.  And your heart cannot remain proud, when your Master humbles Himself before you – and that is really what He does each time He forgives. 

 And anyone who sits down at the Lord’s table must sit down clean.
41:44		
We are now going to approach His table, and so let’s take a moment to humble ourselves before God and confess our sins to Him.

Bennediction:
1 Thes.3:12,13  May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.


The Arrest	Jn.18:1-12	4-16-00

TT Jn.18
Remember in Jn.10:18 when Jesus said, “I lay down my life only to take it up again.  No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have the authority to lay it down and the authority to take it up again.”
Next week we will focus on the fact that Jesus had the authority to take it back up again, but for today, what about the fact that Jesus had the authority to lay down His life?

Very often in the days approaching Easter we speak of the crucifixion in dark, sad, tragic terms  (Friday is a disaster, but Sunday is coming).  Some churches walk out on good Friday in silence.  

There’s nothing wrong with that, because when you look at the cross from the side of what men did to the Son of God, it is the most tragic, sad story conceivable.  

But that’s not the only way to look at it.  
1:29
Each gospel writer wrote the way he did, and included the material he included in order to achieve a specific purpose.  John’s purpose is to present Jesus as God.  He skips over the parts that illustrate His humanity, His humiliation, and portrays Him as deity.

So what’s he going to do about the crucifixion?  How on earth do you describe a crucifixion in a way that the reader will come away impressed with the dignity and majesty of Christ?  Most of us would probably skip right to the Res.  But if we did that it would betray a very limited understanding of the crucifixion.
2:30
The crucifixion is not just a picture of Christ in His humiliation.  John isn’t about to skip over this, because it is a prime opportunity to emphasize His power and majesty.

THE SURRENDER
Jn.18:1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. 
1000 yr before this, another man, after being betrayed by a close friend, crossed over the Kidron Valley – David (2 Sam.15:23)

At this moment that brook was flowing with the blood of ¼ million lambs.  What a striking moment as Jesus steps across, looks down, and sees this blood that is being shed as a picture of His own blood that would flow the following day.

On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it.
They went up the hill into this garden called Gethsemene.  
3:50
That’s it.  Now He’s had it.  Jesus’ decision to go to this olive grove sealed His fate – He has voluntarily surrendered His life.
“How’s that?”  

Background:
When Jesus was a baby Herod the Great used his whole army to try to kill this baby, but he failed.

When Jesus preached in his hometown, after the sermon they took him to a cliff to throw him down and kill him.  But Jesus walked away

In Jn.5:16 the Jewish leaders decided to kill Jesus, and when he claimed to be God they stepped up their efforts.

The attempts on His life became so obvious, that Jn.7:25 At that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, "Isn't this the man they are trying to kill? 
5:13
They tried to arrest Him, and failed.

In Jn.8 they tried to kill Him, but Jesus said “My hour has not yet come
In Jn.10:30  they picked up stones to stone him and failed.

Jn.11:53 The chief priests plotted to take his life.  But they couldn’t, because His hour had not yet come.  Nothing could happen outside of Jesus perfect timing.

- Finally, in Jn.12:23 Jesus replied, The hour has come

TT Mt.26:2 Jesus: “Two more days, and the chief priests will kill me – right on the Passover day.” 

Flash across town – the chief priests are beside themselves with anger.  They have had more of him than they could possibly stand.  He had intimidated them beyond their ability to endure it.
3Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him. 5"But not during the Feast," they said, "or there may be a riot among the people." 

For them anytime was a great time to kill Jesus – except now.  This is the one time when they didn’t want to do it.

CP: “We are going to kill him, but NOT DURING THE FEAST”
Jesus: “They are going to kill Me, DURING THE FEAST”

They don’t want a riot.
Plus, if you got a guy claiming to be the Lamb of Isa.53, the Lamb of God, the one to which the Passover pointed, the fulfillment of the picture of the sac. system, and he is going around announcing that you are going to crucify him on the Passover, the last thing you want to do is fulfill his prophesy.  So they say, “Not during the week of the Passover feast.”  And DEFINITLY not on the Passover day itself!  Not for the next 10 days.  Christ: 2 days.

when Jesus Christ says the hour has come, then the hour has come – and you better believe it’s going to happen.

no one takes his life - he has the authority to lay it down on His own accord, but nobody could kill Jesus.

It was this date, the exact year he died (29-30 AD), Friday, 14th of Nissan, between 3 and 5 that Jesus determined from the foundation of the earth (Rev.13:8) to be the hour.  
8:48
How did that come to be?  God didn’t override their free will and make them act.  They make all their own decisions.  How can God carry out a plan when people can chose to do anything they want?    Skip down to Mt.26:16, and we will see God’s sovereignty in action.
From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

What kind of an opportunity were they looking for?  A opportunity = a time when Jesus would be away from the crowds, and they could know when and where ahead of time.
So Judas is watching for a time like that.

17 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?" 
Judas’ ears perk up.  He nonchalantly steps over closer to Jesus trying to pretend he’s not really listening.   But inside he’s thinking, “This is perfect!”

Then Jesus gives the answer.
18 He replied, "Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, `The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.'"
That sounds like something out of 007 or some spy movie.  “Go to Mr. so and so and tell him “the teacher is ready.”  Lk.22:8 says He sent only Peter and John, and explained how to spot the guy – carrying water.  Imagine how frustrating that was for Judas.  

Jesus knew exactly what was going on, and everything will progress on His timetable, not that of Judas or the chief priests.  
12
Judas and the Jews were free to decide to do whatever they wanted.  But God is wise enough and powerful enough to still see to it that His plan is not derailed in any way.

So that’s the setting.  Now back to Jn.18.  Peter & John found the guy, found the room, and made preparations.  Jesus says to the 10 – “Let’s go”  So now there they all are in that upper room eating the Passover.

So all Judas can think about is when his next opportunity will be.  He wants to get this done, but Jesus just goes on and on at this dinner.  Then, finally Jesus says to Judas, “What you are going to do, do now.” And Judas leaves.

Jn.18:1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples.

Why did Jesus go to this garden?  Because He knew this would be the first place Judas would think of – because He went there so often.  And now is the time – according to Jesus timetable.  According to God’s perfect plan, now is the time.  So Jesus goes right to the place where he knows Judas will try.

By going to this garden, Jesus is surrendering Himself to arrest.  They had no power over Him – everything about His death was voluntary in every way.  Jesus was not surprised or trapped or tricked.
14:00
At this point the synoptics tell the whole story about Jesus’ anguish in the garden – which gives us a very important insight into the humanity of Jesus.  It is Christ at His weakest.

·	He asks them to keep guard and pray, and he goes off by Himself.
·	He becomes deeply distressed and troubled – His soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death
·	He is repeated falling with His face to the ground, and crying out to God – even asking for something He knew wasn’t God’s will – that the cup of suffering not be given to Him – “Daddy, I don’t want to drink it”
·	Hematodrosis - A hemorrage into the sweat glands as a result of extreme emotional distress.  
·	His disciples keep falling asleep

And then Mt. Tells us He comes back the last time to wake them up.

Mt.26:45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! Look, the hour is near, …46 Rise, let us go! Here comes my betrayer!"  47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived 

Here comes the arrest.  Now this is where Jn. picks up.  But you might wonder, why does he pick it up here?  He wants to present Jesus as Almighty God, and he skips over the elements that are demeaning and debasing.  But few things are more humiliating than being arrested while your biggest enemies are standing there, being bound in front of your friends, and led away.
15:46
3 So Judas came to the grove, guiding a detachment of soldiers
The word for detachment means group of 600

It wasn’t unheard of for Rome to send large numbers of soldiers for an arrest.  Especially in a case like this.  We see from Mk.14:51 that they had come to arrest all 12 of them plus the others. 
 Rome dealt very decisively against insurrectionists.

and some officials from the chief priests (the Temple guard) and Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns 

On this night there was a full moon.  Apparently they were expecting to have to do a search for Jesus and the 11.  

So you can imagine why they would need so many – if 12 guys scatter and hide, it will be pretty tough to round them all up. 

But they didn’t just have torches.  Mt.26:47 swords and clubs 
The Roman cohort would have had swords.  It may have been that others were conscripted at the last minute, and so they just grabbed whatever weapon they could find.

These are the weapons of the day.  The modern equivalent would be “There was a detachment from the military armed with M16, machine guns, the police were there, and a bunch of people with baseball bats and tire irons.”

So here they come with their swords and clubs to arrest the Prince of peace. Here they come with their lanterns to search out the light of the world.
18:20
Describe the scene.  
- Jesus wakes you up - one look at him and you know something is very wrong - face covered with blood & sweat.  Clothes soaked and covered with dirt
- You prop up on one elbow and can’t believe your eyes
a hundreds of soldiers …
- should I hide? run? stay with Jesus?  But look at him!  Can He handle this?  Are things getting out of hand?  Is this the end?

THE INTERROGATION 
When there is an arrest, there is often an interrogation.  But this one is very unusual.  Jn.18:4 Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him…
John throws that in – he just won’t let a single verse get by without reminding you about the deity of Christ.
 …went out 
He doesn’t slink back.  He’s not hiding behind some olive tree – sneaking under some rock.  He approaches them and asked them, "Who is it you want?"
He comes right out in their faces and demands an answer.  He interrogates them.
He seizes control at the very beginning and never gives it up.  He is in absolute command of this whole scene from beginning to end.

Jn.18:5 "Jesus of Nazareth," they replied.  Sounds like they are reading right off the arrest warrant.  They knew who He was – they had lamps, He was standing right there, Judas had identified Him, they had seen Him repeatedly in the Temple.  

You might expect them to say, “Who are we here for?  You!”  But in the face of Jesus’ commanding authority: “Uh, um, well, it says here…Jesus of Naz…that isn’t you is it?”

And then like thunder the awesome voice of Jesus Christ rang out…
"I am" Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with them.) 

He really wants you to have this image in your mind – that Judas was standing with the mob, not the disciples.  He’s one of them.  

6 When Jesus said, "I am" they drew back and fell to the ground.
Lit: they were suddenly occupying the space right behind them.  The whole mob just went plop - talk about being slain in the Spirit.   

What happened?  Startled by Jesus’ approach and fell like dominos?  Please.  What kind of a comic book explanation is that?  These are Roman soldiers – the greatest, most highly trained fighting force in the world.  They’re armed and ready for a battle.  They’re not stupid.  They’re not standing there one inch behind each other – in some kind of formation.

Besides, John makes it very clear that it was words Jesus spoke that caused them to fall – not some sudden, jerky movement.
22:40
No human being can handle being in the presence of God.  If God were ever to appear to someone in His full glory, that person would be instantly consumed.  In the few times God does appear, He has to veil His glory.  Still, the person usually collapses.  

When God the Son clothed Himself with human flesh, He so veiled His glory that He appeared to be just like anyone else.  

But for this split second, Jesus unveiled that power and glory just ever so slightly, but it was enough to flatten an entire Roman cohort.  

knees all buckle?  shock wave?  
Imagine you are a soldier - ready for a fight, adrenaline pumping.  Now you are looking strait up at the stars.  What would you be thinking?  I’m sure you’re not thinking, “Oh, someone must have tipped over in front.”

J and the disc are upright, 1000 men on their backs.  Jesus waits as they scramble around and get back up.
24:40
You see why the disciples had to be here – to see this?  Jesus could have come alone.  But then they would have just heard a report “Jesus was captured,” they would have seen Him as a victim, and their faith would have likely fizzled.  

They need to see this display of power.  If this is the power Jesus has when He is at His weakest – when He is falling apart at the seems physically and emotionally, what kind of power does He have now that He is exalted to the right hand of the Father in heaven? 

So Jesus gives an absolutely monumental display of power – showed He was capable of doing everything they wanted the Messiah to do – He could flatten Rome with a word.  But then He proceeds to give Himself up to them.

no one takes his life - he has the authority to lay it down on His own accord

Jesus makes the kiss of Judas totally unnecessary and superfluous.  

Jn.18:7 Again he asked them, "Who is it you want?"  And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth."
Amazing.  What blocks they are!  What blindness!  You would think they would say, “…uh, nobody.  Our mistake.  We are just out for a march..”

It doesn’t even faze them.  Unbelief is like this - show them the awesome display of Jesus’ power and they ignore it and go right on with their business.  The only rational explanation for what is going on around them is an explanation that they refuse to accept.  So they ignore it.  And if you are amazed that these soldiers are not fazed, just look around at our world today – same thing.

This is the nature of unbelief – it refuses to believe regardless of the evidence.  Luther: Heaven and earth could be created right before their very eyes, and it wouldn’t affect them.

But before we wear out our fingers pointing at them, ask yourself – how many times has Christ flattened you, and you kept right on going in some sin? 
27:35
Jn.18:8 "I told you that I am he," Jesus answered. 

This time he lets them remain standing.  (I would have liked it if they would have kept falling down every time he spoke)

We know that they were supposed to arrest all of them.  Q: How many did they get?  Zero.  Not one was arrested. That sounds awfully strange – given the fact that there was a detachment of soldiers!
How could that be?  
THE COMMAND
8 "If you are looking for me, then let these men go." 
Aorist imptv.  This is not a request.  It is not a plea.  It is a strongly worded order.  Who’s in charge here?  Jesus.  Jesus took charge, and now He’s the one giving orders. 
28:41
How does a Galilean carpenter give orders to a group of armed soldiers, police, powerful politicians and angry enemies?

Easy.  When they start to read the arrest warrant, right after they say Jesus of Naz, and before they have a chance to read the rest, He blasts them with a tiny, infinitesimal display of His mighty power and authority, and knocks them flat on their backs.

And now he says, “Let these men go” and He says it with the same infinite authority that was in His voice all those times He commanded demons to come out of people, and they instantly obeyed, or in Mt.4:10 when He commanded the Devil himself, and the Satan obeyed, or when He commanded the wind and the waves, and they obeyed Him, or when He commanded death itself to release someone, and that person was restored to life.

This is the voice that spoke, and the universe sprang into existence.  Any time Jesus wanted to, He could speak with authority, and buckle the knees of anyone.  In 19:8 He even strikes fear in the heart of Pilot.
29:36
So Jesus makes it very clear to the soldiers that it would be very dangerous and perilous for them to try to go beyond what Jesus allows.

9 This happened so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: "I have not lost one of those you gave me."
The prophecy is talking in spiritual terms, not physical.  It was a promise that Jesus would see to it that all but one of them would persevere to the end.  Evidently had the disciples been captured, it would have been too much for them, and they would have fallen spiritually.

But God will never allow you to go through anything that is too much.
  
Can you imagine the commander of this detachment standing before Pilate, or whatever superior he reported to?  “Where are the rest of them?”  “Well, we didn’t arrest them.”   “Why not?  You had direct orders.  Don’t you know failing to carry out an order like that could cost you your life?  So why didn’t you arrest the other men – you had 600 hundred soldiers!”  “Well, because He said we weren’t allowed.” 
31:40
At this point they begin to make the move toward Jesus.  The disciples panic.

Lk.22:49 When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, "Lord, should we strike with our swords?" 

Jn.18:10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest's servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant's name was Malchus.)
And immediately you hear the sickening sound of hundreds of swords being drawn from their scabbards.  Now what happened next would have all happened very quickly, but if we could just freeze the frame right their for a second, so we can examine exactly what happened.
  
You have heard that Peter was impetuous.  There is impetuous, and then there is this.  Peter draws his sword, charges into this mob, and he means business (he wasn’t trying to cut off this guy’s ear.  He was trying to cut off his head – or slit his throat – the guy has reactions -–he ducked.

This is amazing.  This isn’t David, or one of his mighty men of valor.  This is Simon the fisherman.  I’m sure this is his very first sword fight, and it’s against a Roman cohort.  Apparently he plans to just plow his way through them (maybe he figured if he got in trouble Jesus could just knock them all down again). 
33:27
The ear goes flying and lands in the dirt.  At first glance, we read that and are kind of pleased – at least one blow was delivered in defense of Christ.

But this is a real problem.  Jesus had to die and innocent man.  If his group resists arrest and attacks the soldiers, Rome has a case.  

Jesus had the whole thing under control, now this - within seconds this whole thing is going to escalate.  Peter has #1 committed a crime, and #2 started a fight.  The only conceivable outcome to this is bloodshed, and the total ruin of everything Christ was doing.  

Peter would be dead, the others dead or in prison, and you can forget about Pilot saying, “I find no fault with this man.”  And Jesus can’t make the comment in v.36 about His disciples not fighting.  If Jesus dies and insurrectionist rather than the spotless lamb of God, you can write off the whole atonement.
34:46
Right here, during this freeze frame, it appears that all is lost, and there is no way to retrieve this situation.  The deed has already been done – it can’t be undone…or can it?

If we unfreeze the frame, it all happens very quickly – the disciples ask if they should strike, before Jesus can answer, Peter draws his sword, charges into this mob, and he means business – he goes right for the first guy’s head.  Peter’s a fisherman, not a swordsman, the guy has reactions -–he ducks, Peter just catches his ear.

Now all the swords are drawn, those in front step forward to attack – in about 2 seconds Peter will be dead
Lk.22:51 But Jesus again with His mighty, omnipotent, divine authority said, "No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear and healed him.
Jesus immediately regains control.  An act of love (think of why Malchus was there)

So Jesus just puts it back on.   Can you imagine?  “Sorry about that – I can’t take him anywhere”

Jesus literally undid Peter’s crime.  It will be pretty tough to prosecute this crime.  “These men are being charged with cutting off this man’s ear last night.”  “But his ear looks fine.”  “That’s just because He put it back on.”  Jesus knew that in the future if the high priest ever wanted to go after Peter for this crime, in doing so he would have to admit to this miracle!

Jesus protects Peter.

Jn.18:11 Jesus commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! 
Mt.26:53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? a legion was 6 thousand soldiers - 72K total.  a legion for each disciple plus one extra
54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?"
38:05
Jn.18:11  …Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?"
The cross was not an unfortunate crisis perpetrated on a helpless Christ.  It was a cup He willingly drank.  He even had to keep the disciples from fouling up the plan.

no one takes his life - he has the authority to lay it down on His own accord

What is the cup?  It is the cup of suffering that prayed not to have to drink.  It was the cup of God’s wrath over our sin.  It was our cup, that we should drink of for all eternity.

Death and the curse were in that cup, O Christ ‘twas full for Thee; but Thou has drained the last dark dregs, ‘tis empty now for me.

There is no wrath left for those who have been forgiven.  He drank of it all.  Earlier He prayed, Jesus willingly submitted to it.

Jn.18:12 Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They bound him 
39:41
There are two sides to the crucifixion.
Mt.26:16 says Judas delivered Jesus over to be killed.
Jn.19:16 says “Pilate delivered him over...”
Ro.8:32 says that God “did not spare his own Son, but delivered him over for us all”  - 
and Eph.5:2 says that “Christ loved us and delievered himself up for us 

Acts 2:32  Jesus of Nazareth was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.

From the human perspective the cross was ugly. Wicked men pounding nails through Jesus’ flesh.
40:44
But from the Divine perspective, it was beautiful.

The crucifixion is like some magical glass.  You look through one side and it is a window into the darkest most depraved reaches of the wicked, vile wrechedness of the depth of the ugliness of sin.  

But if you turn it over you can look through, and it becomes a window into the wonderous, beautiful, profound brilliance of the glory of the love and saving grace of God.

What was the cross?
-	It was wicked men putting Jesus to death by nailing him to a cross.
-	It was God the Father handing over His Son according to His own set purpose and foreknowledge.

It was the greatest act of cruelty ever perpetrated by mankind
It was the greatest act of love ever conceived in the heart of God.

It was man at his most wicked, and it was God at His most merciful.  It was at once the epitome of man’s sin, and the pinnacle of God’s goodness. 
41:40
This passage teaches us what it means to be safe.  We talk a lot about being saved – but another way to look at it is being safe.

One time I was walking through a neighborhood with my brother looking for a kite we lost, and around the corner came the meanest bully ever knew.  My immediate reaction was to get behind my big brother.  (Ended up not being much help)

But if you jump behind Christ, you are safe.

What a scene in the garden!  (make a good painting)  All the hostility and threats of this world and of evil marching up with weapons in hand…

And there you are – huddled with a few others, defenseless, frightened.  

And in between stands Christ.  He will allow you to be tried and tested.  He will allow difficulties and struggles.  But the moment anyone or anything steps even one inch out of the bounds of His perfect plan for you, the Lord speaks, and shatters them with the power of His Word.  He will not ever allow you to be tested beyond your ability to endure.

You are safe in Him.
43:11
Even when your life seems like total chaos –  Stand behind the incomparable Christ, and no matter what it looks like, you can be assured that He is in total control of every detail.  There is no chaos.

Even when the odds are 1000 to one against you – stand with the Lord Jesus Christ and He will issue incontestable, compulsory, inviolable command: Let him go!  Don’t touch her!  And all the demons of hell and the devil himself collapse in a heap at His Word.

Even when you step out like Peter in foolishness, and make poor decisions.  If you belong to Christ, He will protect you from ultimate harm.

If you are a follower of Christ you are safe.

But the safety Jesus brought to His followers that day went way beyond the protection from the dangers in the garden.  The greatest safety we gain from that night came not from Jesus putting all those soldiers on their backs.  Buckling their knees was a small act of protection, but the greatest act of protection was when he held out His hands and allowed them to be bound.  

It was that willing, voluntary act of giving Himself over to drink that cup of God’s wrath on our behalf.  So through faith in Christ alone – through entrusting your life to His care and following Him, you can be safe on judgment day.  

We are not going to walk out of here in silence and sorrow today.  Because we have just studied the crucifixion!  
We have just looked into the greatest expression of God’s love!  
We have just spent time thinking about the most profound self-sacrifice on our behalf!  
We have just witnessed the omnipotent power of His sovereign control over everything!
We have just studied the infinite wisdom of God’s perfect plan of salvation!
45:00
How should we respond?  TT Acts 4:27
The disciples were being threatened.  So they prayed:
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 

Now that we know that the evil deeds of sinful people that come crashing into our lives and threaten us – those things are the very things that His power and will decided beforehand should happen…
Now that we understand that, how should we respond?  We are enabled to speak His word with boldness, because we know His perfect sovereign plan cannot be blocked, obstructed, derailed or altered in any way.  

Benediction: 
Jude 24,25  To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.

Two Theives	Lk.23:32-43		3-12-00

INTRO 
Outside of my family, Bill Barger became the 4th person to join CREEKSIDE (April 25).  He had a successful business and a storybook life in TX, and suddenly lost everything – his wife of 30 yr., his kids, all his life savings – everything but his health.

A couple months later he discovered he had brain cancer.  After emergency surgery and radiation, he was told the cancer was gone.  But a little over a month ago, the doctors told him it was growing again, and they gave him 4 to 8 weeks to live.

Four weeks ago, Bill stood up here and gave his testimony.  He made a very poignant comment.  Other than the brain tumor, Bill was very healthy.  “You wouldn’t guess it from looking at me now, but in a few weeks I’ll be in the ground (referring, of course, to his body).”  

It was true.  On Wed. around 9:30 a.m. drew his first breath of whatever kind of air there is in heaven.
2:23
When I heard, I told the girls (they had been praying for him).  I said, “Bill is in heaven now.”  They really liked Bill, and there was a long silence.  A little while later CN came in and said, “So he goes to heaven that fast?”

How fast do you go to heaven or hell?  “One Minute After You Die”  What happens one minute after?  One second?

·	Some say you float over your body and watch everyone in the room for a while, then you progress down some long tunnel.
·	Others say your soul goes to sleep and shuts off until the 2nd Coming.
·	The Catholics have come up with a doctrine that says you go to Purgatory and go skiing.  They say you have to go there and pay the balance due on your merit account.
·	The Atheist says you just turn into dirt, because all there is to you is your body
 4:27
What does happen one second after you die?  Where do you go?  What will it be like?  What was it like for Bill? TT Mt 27:38-44  
The Mockers 
Two robbers were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left.
These were not upstanding citizens who got caught stealing something.  A person was not executed for shoplifting.  Crucifixion was reserved mostly for violent crimes or treason.  The purpose of C was to break the will, utterly humiliate, and publicly torture as an example.  The Romans would not crucify anyone unless they believed that person to be an utterly worthless individual.  That’s why Roman citizens were rarely crucified even for terrible crimes, but slaves were crucified for failing to give good service at a meal.

These were bad men.  One of them even acknowledges that they deserved crucifixion, and the other doesn’t argue!  (You would have to do some pretty bad things to think that way).
On this day, 3 horrible men who had brought incredible pain into people’s lives were scheduled to be executed.  There were 3 crosses, prepared for 3 hardened, ruthless criminals.  The worst of the three, the one set to go on the middle cross, was a vile murderer.  His name was Barabbas.  Pilot, trying to get out of his fix, said, “Someone will be released, and it will be either Jesus or Barabbas.”

 The crowd screamed, “Give us B”  (except the ones who testified against him and the families of the victims)
Isa.53:12  He was numbered with the transgressors
Crucifixion was for the most violent of criminals and the most worthless of slaves (non-human).  They did it on busy roads so everyone would see.  “Why are those men being crucified?”  “Those 2 because of violent crime.  The one in the middle just because he is a worthless piece of garbage.”
39Those who passed by  (travelers on the road)
hurled insults at him, shaking their heads (you do that when you are exasperated at someone’s stupidity) 40 and saying, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! (the accusation from the trial) Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 
41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. (They don’t speak to Jesus) 42”He saved others,” 
They never doubted that.  They saw the countless thousands of healings.
They said, “but he can’t save himself! 
This is unbelief.  Legitimate doubt says, “Show me evidence, and I’ll believe.”  And you provide adequate evidence, and they believe.   unbelief says the same thing, you provide proof, and they want more.
“If He were the Son of God, He would do as we say.”  Unbelief ignores all the things God has done, and picks something else and says, “If God were real, He would do…”  At Bill’s memorial service I talked with an agnostic who spent 30 minutes telling me what God was like, and what God would and wouldn’t do on judgement day.  “God wouldn’t punish a good person like me…”  I said, “You know, for an agnostic you are awfully dogmatic.”  Most are.
They say you can’t know for sure, but then they go on and on about what they know for sure about God.  They are just as dogmatic in their beliefs as any Christian.  They just use agnosticism as an excuse, so when you point out how their belief system is illogical, inconsistent and contradictory, they just fall back on that.  “Why do you believe something that contradicts your own philosophy?”  “Well, I can’t answer that – I don’t have all the answers because I’m agnostic.”
“Are you willing to look in to the evidence for the R?”
“No”

6:41
These men saw Jesus do countless miracles.  

Just a few days earlier, after Jesus cleared the Temple, 
 Mt 21:14-15 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did … they were indignant.

They saw blind receive sight.  They saw people like Christopher Reeves getting up and walking.

“Well, maybe they thought it was a trick, and they weren’t really miracles.”   
Jn 11:47-48
Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many miraculous signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, 

When they said, He saved others, they were talking about the undisputed fact that He had repeatedly given new limbs, instantly cleansed lepers, made the blind see, the lame walk – he even raised the dead!  After Lazarus was in the tomb 4 days, Jesus raised him to life!

“Maybe they didn’t really believe Laz was alive.” Jn 12:9-11  
Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews …came, … to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 10So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him. 
8:32
Just the night before these same men had seen Jesus lay an entire detachment of 600 roman soldiers and the Jewish police force flat on their backs just by uttering two words.
Mt.27:42  He’s the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  Unbelief always wants to masquerade as legitimate doubt.

43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, `I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 

This shows how vile these men were.  They would sag down, and couldn’t breathe.  If they wanted to say something, they would have to push up on the nail.  These guys would push up, have an excruciating (lit) maddening pain shoot through their body, so they could mock Jesus.

They had to struggle for a breath, and would use it to mock Jesus.
10:52
This the most wicked thing man has ever done – kill the Son of God.  But it wasn’t enough to kill Him, they had to torture Him and mock Him the whole time He was dying.  
One Falls Silent
The mockery went on and on, but Jesus never responded.  He remained silent.  And at some point, one of the criminals fell silent.  There were so many shouting voices, I doubt anyone noticed (but Jesus).  But something very profound was going on inside this man.  
11:48
TT Lk 23:32-43 People have speculated about what he was thinking, but we don’t have to guess.  All we have to do is look at what he says. 
What He Was Thinking 
#1 His own Fear 
While the soldiers are splitting up Jesus’ clothes, and putting up the sign, controversy, offer Jesus vinegar…
This man is deep in thought.  The first thing that struck him was fear – fear of God.

While they are living, people come up with all kinds of rationalizations so they don’t have to think about judgement day.  But when you know you will be dead in a matter of hours, they don’t work as well.  

When you are facing death, and are on the brink of being thrust irreversibly into eternity, that knowledge that deep down you know in your heart that you deserve to be punished for all the things you have done – that knowledge comes to the front of your thinking.  

People know they deserve to die for their sins (Ro.1:32).  And fear of that is the most basic motive for people to obey God.

Lit:39 Don’t you even fear God?  I know you don’t love Him.  I know you don’t honor Him.  I know you don’t worship Him.  I know you won’t obey Him.  But aren’t you even afraid of Him?  Maybe you don’t like what God does, or what He is like, but look around – obviously the One who made all this is a lot bigger than you!

But this concept goes beyond just being afraid of judgement.  It involves respect and awe – a sense that God is a high and holy being that ought not to be taken lightly.  

This is expected even of unbelievers.  Ours is a rare culture that has no respect for God.  (People can’t figure out what’s wrong with God, the devil and Bob, because they think morality is all that matters)
15:35
This man gets to thinking about judgement day.  He realizes the reality of Heb.9:27 it is appointed for man once to die and then face judgement. (2 Co.5) and it strikes fear in his heart.  Both these criminals knew about Jesus’ teaching and miracles.  This man: maybe I should take Him seriously given my own guilt
16:15
#2  His Guilt 
40 “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41We are punished justly…
“I belong on this cross.”  It’s easier for criminals to understand that, but it’s true of everyone who has committed cosmic treason.

If you and I were crucified, that would be just.
17:10
#3  Jesus’ Perfection 
41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

It was obvious to everyone that Jesus was absolutely innocent – sinless.  In fact, lit: this man has done nothing out of place.  He has not even ever done anything inappropriate.  

He’s not just a normal human being.  He’s more than just a prophet.  This man was beginning to understand who Jesus was.

#4 Jesus’ Royalty 
42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
This man realized Jesus was indeed a king.  Maybe he heard Him tell Pilot that His kingdom was not of this world, but He was born to be a king.

He is the Christ.  He is the Son of God.  He is the King.  He will come in power as king.  And that brought him back to fear – “what’s going to happen to me then?  Kings generally aren’t very nice to people who mocked them on their way up to the throne.  
This man is who He claims to be.  He has proven it.  He is sinless, and I am sinful.  He is innocent, but I am guilty, and among other things I have blasphemed Him, and He is going to be King.
19:00
And at that point his thoughts were interrupted by the raspy voice of the other criminal: 
39One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
And he hears that last word: “us” and it grates on him

During those moments this man went from unbelief to faith.  His soul was saved, his sins were forgiven, and his heart was re-created to be suitable for heaven.  The righteousness of Jesus was credited to his account in God’s eyes, and his sins were credited to Jesus’ account.  Now he was a new man – a new creation.  He had a new nature.  Now he loved this One he had been mocking.  Now he desired to honor the one he had always dishonored.
20:33
The Rebuke
And when his thinking is shattered by this other man’s voice vomiting out blasphemies at Jesus, his spirit and soul and his whole being just react, and he rebukes him:
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 
What a drastic change!

Some have tried to use this passage to prove that becoming a Christian doesn’t necessarily involve a transformed life(!)  If this man didn’t have a transformed life, I’ve never seen one.
The Request 
42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
“When you come as king, don’t kill me.  Don’t punish me.  Don’t give me what I deserve.”  He is asking a lot.  He probably didn’t expect much mercy, but hoped for some (which is all you can do when you are guilty).
Eph.3:20 says God is able to give immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine.  This man asked to be remembered someday with a little mercy
The Response 
43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 
No one seemed to notice.  Matt & Mk just say they both blasphemed.  Luke was a doc and a historian who did extensive primary research by interviewing eye-witnesses.  Some people in the crowd did hear this, and Luke tracked them down.  And because of that we learn 3 important things about what happens to a believer moments after he dies.
23:15
#1. He goes to Paradise 
The word is paradei,sw and means exactly the same thing as our word “paradise” – a perfect place.  It comes from a root that means “garden” referring to Eden.  
When a believer dies, he doesn’t go into limbo, he doesn’t go to purgatory (if anyone would have had to, this guy would), he doesn’t go to some holding tank to sit around waiting for the eternal state, they don’t go to the same place as unbelievers…  they go to Paradise.

Bill is in paradise right now.  He has been in Paradise exactly 4 days.  
What is paradise like?
24:00
One thing we know is that it will be beautiful beyond comprehension.
Rev.21:2  the new Jerusalem …prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
	– a whole crew of friends help dress, $$$ on dress, etc.  Plus countenance (happy)    I’ll never forget the way Tracy looked on our wedding day.  A woman is never more radiant, beautiful, lovely, pure, graceful.  
 
Can you imagine the look on Bill’s face when he saw the stones of the wall in the NJ?  Spectacular jewels 250 ft. thick, and so clear can see thru?

We see a diamond this big and think it’s beautiful.  
jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, [20] the fifth sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.

Can you picture the look on his face Wed. when he saw
the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. (I can just imagine Bill pausing on the way through the gate trying to figure out what kind of hinges could hold such huge pearls.)The great street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.
26:49
pavement joke - tell what would really happen (corruptible, impure – can’t even see through it)
27:40
NO PAIN
4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."
22:3 No longer will there be any curse
	Bill will never know any pain ever again.  From the first time he took his first breath of celestial air to now – these last 4 days, he has experienced joy, pleasure, ecstasy, fulfillment  - more already than all the pleasure of his whole life combined.
28:20
Can you imagine the rewards? Over 50  years of life, unimaginable reward is being heaped on to Bill for every kind deed, every thoughtful word, every sacrificial act, every moment of obedience.  Every expression of faith, every demonstration of love, every selfless thought.  God forgot none of them.  Each was recorded.  What about his sins?  They brought harsh judgement, but not on him - on Jesus.

There are many other things we could say, but really the fact that it is paradise isn’t really even the best part.
29:10
#2 With me 
The most thrilling thing is that for a believer, one second after you die, you meet GOD.

All of those other things are wonderful, but if Bill noticed them at all, he saw them only as something off in the background.  The greatest thrill that exploded into Bill’s heart at 9:30 last Wed. was not the beauty, reward, food, activity - it is meeting God face to face.  It is in seeing him in all his glory.

The description of the NJ is beautiful to us, but the reason it is made so beautiful is not for our benefit - it is for the Bridegroom.  Jesus is pictured as one who dearly loves us.  Genuine followers of Jesus are his Bride.  He agreed on an exorbitant dowry to purchase us - his own life.  Four days ago Bill was welcomed into heaven by a God who was that excited to see him (ISA 62:5  as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.)
That would be terrific if it were just a person.  Can you imagine God responding that way?  Bill can.
31:18
4 days ago, Bill met the one that he has loved and served for decades!  The one he prayed to every day and looked to for provision for his family.  This one, Jesus Christ, whom Bill spent a lifetime thinking about, studying about, daydreaming about – but never met.  Wed he met Him – heard His voice, saw His face – actually felt the touch of His hand. 
32:00
Every human is born with a longing.  We spend our lives trying to fulfill it, but never quite do.  Some of the joys of this world give us a taste of fulfillment, but that longing is never quite satisfied.  We always want something more.  That’s because what we are really longing for - what we were designed to long for - is God.  When we get to heaven we will see God and instantly know, “This is what I have been so desperately craving all my life.”

Jesus said to the thief, Today you will be with me in Paradise.
When Bill first told me the news, this is how he put it: “In a few weeks, I’m going to be with Jesus.”
He always called Him “my Dad”

“I want to do this right.  I don’t want to just wing it.”  He asked Rich.  Rich said, “I don’t know – I’ve never died.”  There is only one person who has gone through that, and who can go through it with you.

There are two ways to die – in the arms of Jesus Christ, or utterly alone.
34:05
#3 Today 
Jesus said today you will be with me in Paradise.  Let me ask you: Jesus died on a Friday.  What day did He go to heaven?  So what do you do when you are listening to the radio and some heretic comes on and says Jesus went down to hell and was tortured by Satan for three days to pay for our sin?  (Turn off the radio)

Jesus didn’t go to hell, He went to heaven.  And He didn’t pay for our sin by being tortured by Satan, He paid for our sin by being punished by God, on the cross.  And when He said, “It is finished” guess what?  It was finished.  (paid in full)

What day did the criminal go to heaven?  (Friday)  What day did Bill Go to heaven?  (Wed.)  If you get in an accident on the way home that takes your life, what day will you go to heaven (if you are a believer)?  Sunday.

What happens one moment after you die?  

You don’t float around the Emergency Room for 5 minutes, you don’t go to sleep, you don’t go to P, you don’t pass GO, you don’t collect $200…you go directly to paradise with Jesus.
35:42
“But it’s not really heaven – it’s a compartment inside Sheol – call it Abraham’s bosom…”  Technically it’s a subset of the spiritual abode of the righteous dead in the period prior to the perusia at the time of the Eschaton…

I don’t know about any of that.  All I know is 2 Co.5 says to be away from the body is to be present with the Lord in a heavenly dwelling.  As far as I’m concerned, if I’m in a heavenly dwelling prepared for me by Jesus, in a place that Jesus called Paradise, and God is there, Jesus is there – that’s heaven enough for me!
36:22


The Majesty of Christ 
This is a picture of the majesty of Christ.  There is no more dramatic picture of the war between the kingdom of Darkness and the kingdom of God.  The greatest battle ever.  Satan seemingly on top.  Everyone mocking Jesus: “If you are God, do a miracle.  Do a miracle.  Do some act of power that only God could do.”  And Jesus appears to be impotent and weak.

What they have in mind is Him coming down off the cross.  Jesus responds.  He goes ahead and does an awesome act of power – not the one they wanted – a far greater one.  

He reaches right into that mob of vile humanity, takes a hold of one of the hardest, most wicked hearts there, and softens it.  Without even saying a single word, he takes one of the most arrogant, vile, blasphemous lost causes of a human being, and transforms him into a humble, repentant, worshipping defender of Christ – all in a matter of seconds.

Jesus would achieve the great victory three days later at the resurrection, but in the mean time He can’t resist taking a soul that Satan thought was a sure thing, and wresting his soul right out of the hands of the evil one.  “I think I’ll take this one to heaven with me.”

It’s like in a war if your enemy is so sure of victory that they are throwing snowballs at you in mockery, and meanwhile you go in and capture a major city right from under their noses.

A few days later He would take thousands more of that crowd.
-----------------------------
38:23
The Other Criminal 
But what about that other criminal?  He was too proud and arrogant to admit he had been wrong.  He decided, “I will not humble myself before God – I would rather take my chances at the judgement seat.”

That’s a tragedy whenever it happens.  

What happened to that guy one moment after he died?  Pastors don’t like to talk about it these days – no one wants to be labeled a hell-fire fundamentalist preacher.  Churches want to have a broad appeal, and talking about hell tuns people off in a hurry.

But the truth is, Jesus warned people extensively, repeatedly and vigorously about going to hell.

The woman I talked to said nothing in hell could be as bad as what she had been through.  Maybe this man figured the same way.  What happened to this man one second after he died?  He went from the frying pan into the fire – he would give anything to be back on the cross right now.

The moment he died, that man met God too.  But he faced the unmitigated, unrestrained fury of the wrath of God without any mercy.  Isa.63:3 describes it and talks about God getting blood spattered on His clothing.  Jesus described it as being like receiving blows or being whipped.  It’s like being in fire that is never quenched.
It is outer darkness – that man will never see anything again.
It is utter loneliness.
It is fear and terror beyond imagination.  All that combined with the maddening reality of knowing it will never end (can endure almost anything if know it will end soon).  
41
The torment is so extreme, that man would give anything right now if his sins would have just been one less.

That man has been there almost 100,000 straight weeks.  16 million consecutive hours – every second of every one of those hours was sheer agony and terror.  Combine that with the relentless horror of knowing that even after all those 2000 years of suffering without a single second of relief, he doesn’t have any less time left.  Even after he has been there a million years, he still won’t have any less time left.
41:30
That sounds harsh to us, because we underestimate the greatness of God, and so we underestimate the seriousness of crimes against Him.   Sin is treason against God, and since God is an infinitely holy being, that is an infinitely serious offence, and deserves an infinite punishment that can never be fully paid by a finite being.

The man is getting what he deserves, nothing more.  He is getting that, because he actually deserves that much punishment.  So do I.  So did Bill.  So do you.  And if you or I would die without faith in Christ, it’s exactly what we would get.  There are no second chances after you have drawn your last breath.  If you are not a genuine believer, you are one heartbeat away from that.  You are dangling over that fate by a thread.

People want to hold that knowledge at arm’s length, but what I’m am saying is true.

“How can I be absolutely certain I won’t get what I deserve when I die?”  Just do what the first criminal did.  
43
1.	Fear God.  Take Him seriously in your life, not lightly.
2.	Humble yourself before God, and acknowledge the extent to which you have disobeyed and dishonored Him (motives, actions, thoughts)  Realize how much punishment you deserve, don’t excuse
3.	Look into the evidence, and discover who Jesus is – and be willing to believe.  Entrust your life to Him (both in this life and the next)
4.	Acknowledge Him as King.  Bow your knee to Him.  Live the rest of your life for Him as His willing servant.
You do that, and every sin you have ever committed will be instantly and permanently cancelled.  You will be made new, and your heart will be clean.
44:30
Think about weather you want to do that as we sing again.
SONG
Maybe you gave your heart to the Lord just now.  Maybe you will this week.  Please let me know.  The first thing you need to do is get baptized.  If you have not been baptized since you have become a believer, you should be.   Next week.


1 Co.15:55-58  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
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The Emotions of the Resurrection     4-23-2000	tape 27
 
We have been studying the many miracles of Jesus, - and the camera is always trained on Him.  He is the central figure in the Gospels, He is the central figure in the NT, He is the central figure in human history, He is the central figure in heaven.  For all of eternity past and eternity future, Jesus Christ stands as the central focus of everything.

So now, on Easter Sunday we arrive at the greatest miracle of all.  All the other miracles are astounding, but they are eclipsed by the R - you might expect that this morning you would be in for a dazzling explanation of Jesus Christ in all His glory – describing Christ in brilliant glory bursting from the tomb and conquering death forever.

But when you read the biblical accounts of the resurrection, you don’t see Christ is all His glory – you hardly see Christ at all.  There is never a time in the gospels when Christ is more absent.

Instead the camera for the first time is taken off Jesus, and turned over here…
The ch. that report about the R (Mt.28, Mk.16, Lk.24, Jn.20) – Verse one of each of those ch. begins the same way:
Mt.28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
Mk.16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they mig
ht go to anoint Jesus' body.
Lk.24:1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.
Jn.20:1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance.
The 4 gospel writers each took very different approaches in describing the R.  They are never more divergent.  However, one thing they all 4 have in common is that they all tell the story from the perspective of these women.
2:17
Why the focus on women instead of Christ?  Because the way the Lord has chosen to reveal Himself to us is through eye-witness accounts.  And there were no eyewitnesses present when Christ rose from the dead.  The first eyewitnesses on the scene are these ladies who came hours later.  They are the ones who told the Apostles, who told the world.

Christianity is like an inverted pyramid – and the R is the point.
 God took the most important event ever – the event on which all of Christianity stands or falls  and entrusted it to a group of women.

If this is a surprise to us, it would be a shock to the people then. In that culture women were considered unreliable witness and could not testify in court (too emotional – same rational for why Muslims say the testimony of 2 women = that of one man).

The foundation cornerstone of Xianity is based on the testimony of some women?  If the disciples were making up a fable in order to start up a religion, they wouldn’t do that.
4:07
But it is not surprising at all that God would do that given Scripture’s treatment of women.  Society didn’t consider them reliable, but God considered them reliable enough to entrust them with the most important testimony ever. - amazes me when people think Sc is anti-women.  Seems like Sc. goes out of its way to show the virtues of women and how precious they are to God.

same W that supported J financially – They were extremely devoted - especially Mary Magdelene  Jesus cast 7 demons out of her, and she had been perhaps his most devoted follower since.  No one loved Jesus like Mary.

Let’s join these ladies, and follow them step-by-step through their feelings.
5:13
FEAR
TT Mt.28:2 Women arrive – been Sunday for 12 hr. (next day starts at 6:00 pm).  Jesus said He would rise on the 3rd day, and it’s been the third day for 12 hr. now.   Coming to anoint a corpse.  None of Jesus followers had any hope at all of Jesus rising.  

Matt 16:21  From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

They didn’t take that literally, or they just said, “I don’t understand that, so I’ll put it out of my mind” or they just didn’t believe it.  When God says something in His Word that is hard for us to take, we become very creative in figuring a way to dismiss it.  

(already missed the Res.)  Arrive and see a huge mess.  Mt. describes 

Mt.28:2 There had been a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.
There had been an earthquake.  Debris everywhere (downed trees, limbs), soldiers laying all over, the stone removed. 
8:09
The women had been discussing what they were going to do about the stone – apparently didn’t know about the seal.  (explain how the stone was placed)  John – stone looked to have been carried away.
9:51
What does it mean that the appearance of the angel was like lightening?  The brightness?  Could the angel have been that bright?   “Angels, especially fiery ones, tend to cause great fear.”  

Does it also mean that there was some kind of flashing?  The guards are able to stay conscious for a few moments, during which time they are shaking, then they pass out.  Fear will do that.
Imagine you are one of the guards.  You have been told that the third day is the day.  You’re group is standing guard (2.5 hr.)- the others are sleeping.  As you  silently watch.  You can’t see very far out into the darkness, but all your senses are alert.  

You do not intend to be taken by surprise.  You don’t know if the disciples are dumb enough to try anything, (the Jewish leaders seemed concerned enough) but you  are ready for anything.  It’s kind of spooky standing here in the dark (although this was the full moon), but you were trained for this.  You have learned to master your fear.  Every Roman soldier had.  So you are OK…
12:31
Until the earthquake starts – all wake up –dark.  Your first thought is how violent the last one was, and you are full of fear.  Such a helpless feeling – no tremor – smash tombs open.  Limbs, trees falling

There is a brilliant light it the dark sky, and it’s zooming down right toward you!  It lands next to you - it’s an angel!  ANGEL CAUSED THE QUAKE  Your eyes had adjusted to the darkness, and this light is blinding, but you can’t turn your eyes away. 

Now this angel is looking over at you He moves toward the tomb.  That is your charge - anything happens to that seal and your life is on the line.  But you are very aware that if you mess with this angel your life would really be on the line.  Besides, you are frozen in fear - shaking.
14:08
puts his hand on stone – going to try to move it by himself - and literally sends it flying (drop kicked it, went bowling, chucked it)  That’s all you can handle - the last thing you remember – pass out.  None were still sleeping – the quake would have woken them all up, and seeing this angel put them all back to sleep.

But Mt. doesn’t say they went to sleep or passed out.  That is what happened, but look at the language he uses: they became like dead men. The irony of that is intended.  They are guarding a tomb, and they become like dead men. Their job is to see to it that Jesus remains a corpse – so what happens?  Jesus walks away alive and well, and they end up looking like corpses.  

Nietzsche was a 19th Century philosopher who became famous for his statement “God is dead.”  Someone suggested graffiti: “God is dead, signed, Nietzsche.”  A few years later, “Nietzsche is dead, signed, God.”  

“The body of Jesus will remain in this tomb,” signed, the guards.  And some ladies show up on the third day to anoint the body of Jesus, and the only bodies laying around are those of the guards. 
16:12
TT Lk.24
It was an AWESOME scene. Skeptics today have come up with some lame ideas to try to explain the fact that the tomb was empty.  But I have never heard anyone refute all these other amazing events that surrounded the resurrection.  

Often in Scripture, when God does some especially mighty act, man does not get to see it.  It’s too awesome for us to handle.  But instead God allows us to see the activity around the fringes of what He does – and even that is almost too much for our weak human hearts.  Those who witness the effects around the edges of God’s mighty works often come close to dying from fear.

The R was an awesome event.  Angels appeared, bright light, flashing, lightening – an event so awesome it literally shook the very foundations of the earth.

So they arrive, see all this mess, and then they see the angel.
In v.4 we see another emotion
Confusion
Not on behalf of the women – but the angels.  They are perplexed. Why do you look for the living among the dead? Can you imagine when God sent them to go to the tomb 12 hr. after the R?  “Why would we go to an empty tomb?  Jesus told everyone it would be empty today – it’s been empty 12 hr.  Surely no one’s going to be there looking for Jesus.”
“Trust Me, they will be there.”
Sure enough.  The angels are amazed.

but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! 
If you are looking for Jesus on the third day after the burial – of all the places in the entire earth, why would you come to a tomb?   You come to the one place in the universe that He told you He for sure wouldn’t be, and you expect Him to be here?  What are you doing here?

Mt.28:6 ...Come and see the place where he lay.
They didn’t say, “He’s risen – but don’t come in and look.  Don’t ask any questions.  You should just accept it by blind faith.”
When they say come and see – that’s the Gospel invitation to do empirical, scientific primary research.  The last thing God wants you to do is believe based on blind “faith” – because then your faith will always be weak, and will easily fail.

So the women come and see the aftermath.  Nothing says the angel then removed the stone to let Jesus out (He did exert the greatest power of the universe by raising himself from the dead and then wait around for someone to let him out) but to let the people in.
22
When we ask historical, critical questions about the R or anything else in the Bible, we are obeying the command to come and see.
Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 `The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.' " Only told 100 times 8 Then they remembered his words.

John 2:19  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." 
21 …the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 

BTW – when the angels say He’s not here, that demonstrates that it was a physical, bodily R – not some mystical spiritual R.  Some have said the R is just a figure of speech meaning Jesus is with us in spirit – His influence lives on - the Christ consciousness is ever present…
If that were true, the angels would have said, “He is now everywhere.”  When they said he’s not here, that means He was physically present in some other place.  

Lk.24:3 when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 
They are not persuaded of the R at this point, but it is clear that the body is gone.

Mk.16:8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.
Weren’t going to tell anyone until they talked to the disc.  TT Mt.28
23:30
HOPE
Mt.28:8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet…filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
Their fear turns into joy because of hope.  The unbelief in their hearts begins to crack.  When that happens, joy starts leaking in.  TT Jn.20
Lk.24:9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 
24:28
Why?  They were women, they were very emotional, and they may have been saying conflicting things.  Reported angels’ words, but MM didn’t even believe the angel:
Jn.20:2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put him!"

“This is nonsense – we don’t believe.”  But there were 2, that the words from these ladies sparked a glimmer of hope in them.  P & J
25:05
Now there is a fissure that develops in their unbelief.  Their refusal to accept the truth of the R begins to crack open a little.
Jn.20:3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 

What’s the point of pointing out who outran who?  
#1 That’s the way eyewitness accounts read.
#2 It gives you an idea of what the scene was like.  Most adults don’t run anywhere.  Think of what it would take to get you to run somewhere.

Now suppose something happened that was so monumental, that you and a friend ran to go see.  Depending on what shape you are in, you might jog, or you might have a faster pase, but if there are 2 of you, you would normally run together.  

The fact that John outran Peter gives the picture that John was sprinting as fast as he could.

Broken, crushed, depressed, sorrowful – don’t run anywhere.  Grief is paralyzing, (other disc.).  The spiritual quality that gives you physical energy is HOPE.  Hope is the one and only thing that will solve depression.  And hope comes with faith.

1 Peter 1:3 he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

“How do I get hope?”  Dec.26 tape
27:10
5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. John is nervous about bursting into an illegal tomb.  I understand that.    P isn’t N about bursting into anywhere – probably knocked J over. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. (so much for the shroud of Turin) 

It’s pretty clear what happened.  If Rome moved the body, they would not unwrap it, then re-wrap the cloths.  If a grave robber stole the body, they would not take the time.

And Jesus’ body didn’t just somehow magically disappear.  The head cloth is folded and set aside.  Evidently Jesus did that to give a hint that He is physically alive.

How can a man raise himself from the dead?  God the Son never died.  Jesus the man did.  

When the third day came, God the second member of the T sovereignty decided to raise that body back to life.  

His spirit returned to the body, and suddenly, sometime that night, in the absolute solitude of that tomb, Jesus opened His eyes.

He drew in a breath, and smelled all those spices and perfumes (must have brought a smile to His face as those spices were put on Him as an act of love.  He passed right through the burial cloths just as later He would pass through walls, and He folded the head piece, carried it over, and set it down.

I don’t know if He exited through the back wall or what, but He leaves the tomb.  That’s what the evidence suggests.

8 Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  J went from doubt and despair to belief that fast.
30:45 
Lk.24:12 Peter…went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
Jn says J looked and believed, but Lk says P looked and wondered.

9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.)  They didn’t understand it from the Sc.  They didn’t understand it from what Jesus had told them.  They wouldn’t understand it or believe it until they saw for themselves.
10 Then the disciples went back to their homes,
SORROW
(Unexpected – between hope and joy – doesn’t fit here.)

11 but Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  Always last to leave – stays there after disc.
The word for her weeping is not a soft crying but a loud wailing

Mary is in the depths of despair.  When you have been shattered, anything bad is the end of the world.  In this culture it was an intolerable injustice to not allow a grieving person to pay respects or to do anything to dishonor the body within 3 days.  She has lost Jesus, whom she loved so much.  Her spirit was broken..
Her whole life was J, and now He is gone forever.  She had at least hoped to finish w/ her grieving and pay respects (believed spirit left on 4th day).  Wanted to anoint the body before decay totally took over.

It’s intolerable that the body is gone.  Last straw – it’s more than she can handle and she just falls apart.

As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
This may be a picture of the mercy seat in the Holy of Holies which was like the throne of God, and on either end there was a cherub.  This is the new throne of God.
13 They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?"
32:57
Can you imagine?  Crying?  now? She is weeping over the fact that the tomb is empty on the third day!  She’s crying because she wanted to see Jesus’ dead body.  She is weeping over the greatest thing that ever happened!  Most needless set of tears ever shed.  The angel had already told her what happened. This is the most incongruous behavior possible!

This shows the tragedy of love without knowledge and faith.  As Christians, Easter is our biggest celebration, because the R is the most wonderful reality there is.  Our response to the empty tomb is joy.  But we read about Jesus’ followers’ first reactions: fear, bewilderment, confusion, anxiety, alarm, sorrow, wailing and tears.

Why?  They didn’t know the truth, and when they heard it they didn’t believe it.  That’s the tragedy of love without knowledge.
35:05
Some ask, “Why do you focus so much on in-depth teaching?  Why such an emphasis on knowledge?  Why such long sermons?  You don’t need doctrine.  You don’t need knowledge.  You don’t need information.  Love is all you need.”  Mary M loved Jesus like no one else.  Beautiful that she loved so much but misguided.   

Love without faith can make you weep at the time of  greatest joy.  Affection for God without a deep knowledge of Him can create needless pain, can distract you from what God wants you to do, and can ruin your life.

The first commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, strength and MIND.  A shallow knowledge of Him will result in a shallow affection for Him, which produces a misguided kind of love.  Many Christians struggle and struggle in the Christian life, and don’t know why, and they read self-help book after book, but still have the same problems.  But if you ask them what God is like, they can tell you everything they know about God in one hour.

Very often those people have perpetual troubles because they don’t know God, and they don’t understand His Word.  Or maybe they do understand, but they just won’t believe.
36:49
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where they have put him."  During that whole convers. Jesus is standing right behind her! 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15 "Woman," he said, "why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?"
    Thinking he was the gardener, she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him."

She wants the corpse to be given to her, and she is weeping at the thought that her request may not be granted.

Sometimes we ask for the dumbest things.  We want something soooo much, and it would be the opposite of what is best.  
What if her request were granted - it would be cause for all people everywhere to weep forever.   (and people wonder why God doesn’t answer all our prayers 
JOY
Watch - the joy never comes until there is faith.

So Mary has no understanding of what is going on.  She is in the depths of despair.  
Her world has gone black.  But Jesus shatters that blackness with one word.
37:17
Jn.20:16 Jesus said to her, "Mary.".  You can recognize the voice of someone who loves you speaking your name.  Jesus said the true shepherd calls his sheep by name.
She knew that voice!
In an instant the deepest sorrow is transformed into the greatest joy!  Her emotions swing from the greatest extreme of grief to the utmost possibility of joy instantly.

She turned toward him
She had not been facing him - evidently she had only glanced at him before.

 and cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher).
Mary grips him.  She is not going to lose him again.  (Finally has to say, “Let go”)
Then Jesus went and appeared to the other women, then to the Apostles several times, then to hundreds and hundreds of other followers – and each one, as they see the proof for themselves, the unbelief in their hearts is broken, and the sorrow turns to joy.
38:21 
So Jesus rose from the dead.  What does all this prove?  It’s proves a lot of things, but the most striking is in Acts 17:30-31
God now commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." 

Acts 10:39  "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.   41…he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
You have an opportunity now to evaluate Jesus Christ.  
But they day will come when it will be Jesus Christ evaluating you – on Judgement Day.  That evaluation will not be based on whether you were a nice guy, or went to church once in a while, or even if you agree to the basic facts about Jesus.

Jesus Christ will evaluate you based on whether you have been forgiven for the evil in your heart, and that forgiveness only comes when you come to a point where you repent of your sins, turn to Jesus Christ, and entrust your entire life to Him, and follow Him.  That is the response of true faith.
41:23
Acts 2:30 says that by raising Jesus from the dead, God the Father placed Him on the throne, and exalted Him to the right hand of the Father.
 34 The R was the Father saying to Jesus: 
"Sit at my right hand 
35 until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet." '  
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." 

Do you acknowledge Him as Lord?  Do you bow your knee to Him in humble reverence?  Or would you rather face Him someday as Judge?

“He is Lord”



1 Co.15:55-58  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
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It’s interesting that He only appeared to His followers. Acts 10:41  He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen-by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

He had given adequate proof of who He was to the world in His miracles for 3 years.  God does not expect you to believe without proof.  That would be foolishness, not faith.  Faith is just simply believing what the evidence suggests.

However, you can reach a point when your heart is so determined not to believe, that He will no longer provide you any more proof.  If you have determined that you won’t believe no matter what, then don’t expect God to provide any further evidence.  He doesn’t require you to believe without evidence, but He does require a willingness to believe before He provides more evidence.


What about Mt.12:40 (3 days and 3 nights)?
Some say Jesus died on Wed. or Tr., but John is clear it was the day before Sabbath (19:31)

This is a figure of speech that was very common.  The Talmud says that any part of a day is considered a day and a night.  We do the same thing.  If you have three meetings in New York- one on Tue, one on Wed., and one on Tr.  You might say, “I’m flying to NY for 3 days for some meetings.”  Even thought you are arriving there one Tue and coming home on Tr.

How did they interpret this? 
MT 27:62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63 "Sir," they said, "we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, `After three days I will rise again.' 64 So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first."

him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.

They interpreted it as he meant it - to mean that he would rise on the third day.  If he were in the grave three nights, he would rise on the 4th day.  But many, many times he said it would be on the 3rd day.

So why not just say, “3 days” - why go to the trouble of saying, “and nights?”  I looked up all the uses of some number of days and nights.  They seem to have used that when they wanted to emphasize continuous action as opposed to intermittent action.  So someone might say, “I worked there 5 days” but “I had this cold 5 days and 5 nights.”

There is significance to the fact that he rose on the third day.  Many very significant events happened on the third day - I counted about 40.
- Abr arrived at the place he was to sacrifice Isaac.
- God arrived on Sinai with thunder and lightning and earthquake etc.
- Hezakiah was promised healing on the 3rd day
- The temple was completed on the 3rd day of the month
- HOS 6:2     on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence
- Most important: no sacrafices were to remain beyond  the third day.  They were to be eaten, and if anything was left on the 3rd day, it was to be destroyed.

---------------------------
2nd Q: How could Jesus’ physical suffering be sufficient?
30,000 Jews had been crucified by this time.  Many men went through similar suffering )though Jesus’ was especially brutal)  Some men have been tortured for years.

Some say that Jesus went to hell and was tormented there for three days.  
·	This way he is paying our penalty
·	1 Pe.3:18-20
·	Eph.4:7-10
Is that true?   Was there still something left to be paid after the death?  No - tetelestia

- that doesn’t solve the problem.  If it is an eternal penalty, and therefore could not be paid in several hours, how could it be paid in a few days?
- PE and Eph are no help, so how can we find out for sure where he was?  He tells us (“this day...in Paradise”)
- besides, he wouldn’t have to go to hell - what he suffered was hell.
So how does a few hours of mere physical suffering pay for an eternal, spiritual penalty?

What Jesus suffered was far more than a few hours of physical suffering.  Remember the physical suffering never even made him cry out, but when God forsook him it did.   In what way did God forsake him?  It doesn’t say - but whatever happened at that moment spiritually did make him cry out.

We know God is just, so for Jesus’ sacrifice to be able to pay the penalty for all sin, he must have, in that moment, endured an amount of suffering equal to all the suffering of every person in hell forever.   How could that happen in a moment?

We are finite beings who owe an infinite debt.  So the only way we can pay it is over an infinite time.  Jesus’ life, however, had infinite value, and so he could pay an infinite debt in a moment.

-----------------------
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2 Tim 2:8-9
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
    Paul preached the resurrection, and so they chained him up like a criminal.  Why?
    Easter is the day when almost every pastor in every Bible believing church in America preaches about the resurrection, and that draws a bigger crowd than any other Sunday.   There are people who have no interest at all in Spiritual things the rest of the year who will come to church on Easter – a day devoted to the preaching of the resurrection.
    Somehow we have developed a way of talking about it that everyone wants to come hear.  But it wasn’t like that at all for Paul or the other Apostles.  When Paul preached it they chained him up like a criminal, they beat him, whipped him, slandered him, stoned him and finally killed him.
    But in the United States, in the year 2003 people park up and down the street and squeeze into churches all across the country on the day the resurrection is preached.
    What has changed? Something has changed.  That’s for sure.
    Most of you are familiar with the famous verse in Ro.1:16 when Paul declared, I am not ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God for all who believe.  Have you ever thought about that?  This Gospel that he preached contains the power of God to save people’s souls!  It’s the most wonderful news imaginable, and yet he has to say, “I’m not ashamed of it”? 
    Does that strike you as a little strange?  If someone discovered an instant cure for all cancer, do you think he would get on TV and say, “Believe it or not, I’m not ashamed of this discovery”?  Do you think, if someone came to you with news of a huge inheritance that you could have if you claimed it, he would begin by saying, “I know this sounds terrible, but I’m actually not ashamed of this…”?
    Yet Paul, who believed the Gospel to be the best conceivable news for man, began by saying, “I’m not ashamed of the Gospel.”
    It’s because the Gospel met with such violent resistance in his ministry.      His Gospel seemed shameful.  But does ours?
    You get the feeling, when you read the NT, that the Gospel the Apostles were preaching must have come off much differently than the one being propagated today.
    Ever wonder why, if Jesus was such a nice guy just walking around healing people and teaching nice morals and good ethics – why His life ended in His mid 30s with all the people screaming for His blood?   What got them so mad?
    Why were His Apostles imprisoned, beaten and executed?  Why was His cousin’s head chopped off and delivered on a platter?  Why did otherwise bitter enemies become friends in their common hatred for Jesus (Pharisees and Sadducies, Pilate and Herod, the Jews and the Romans)?  What was it about the Gospel that made everyone in the 1st Century world so mad?  What is it about the true Gospel that is so offensive?  And why isn’t it like that in our day on Easter Sunday?
    I hate to have to be the one to tell you this, but many of you have been lied to about God and salvation.  You have been taught a non-offensive gospel – a gospel that is interesting and inviting and easy to believe and accommodating and absolutely powerless.  (Gal.5:11 teaches that a Gospel that is not offensive does not save you.)  You have been presented with a version of Christianity in which Jesus is begging to be invited into your life so He can give you the things you want.  You have been presented with a kind of Christianity that is respectable and thought well of by our culture.
    That sanitized version of Christianity has come into existence as a result of well-meaning people who want to make it easy for you to believe.  But we should be asking ourselves – given what we see in the Bible, does God really want it to be easy?
    It’s time the Church comes clean with the whole story, so my goal this morning is to tell you the truth about Christianity.  
    Jesus said, Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. Luke 6:26
    So my goal this morning is to do my little part to make Evangelical Christianity a little less popular and more despised.

The offense of the Gospel

    True Christianity – the true Gospel is offensive.  It’s offensive for several reasons:

1. It’s Judgmental.  
 
   By that I don’t mean that we become judgmental in that we are over-critical of each other, or that we judge each other’s motives.  It means that God has judged our hearts and condemned us.
    The Gospel starts out with God judging you for your sin.
    In Romans 1, right after Paul says “I’m not ashamed of the Gospel,” he goes on to launch into the greatest and most detailed explanation of the Gospel in the Bible.  And he begins with 2 ½ chapters of condemnation.  He goes on and on and on about our sinfulness, our guilt, and the fact that we deserve to go to hell.
    The word “Gospel” means “good news,” and the good news is that you can be rescued from your miserable condition. But in order for someone to receive that as good news, they have to understand their miserable condition.
    So our first task in presenting the Gospel to people is to condemn them, and to point out that God has judged them.  And the more miserable and desperate the person understands his condition to be, the better the good news will be to him.
    Success in the Christian life comes from loving God, and Jesus taught that the more you realize you have been forgiven, the more you will love your Forgiver.  And so the more you heap on the condemnation at the outset, the more you are setting that person up to not only be genuinely saved, but to have greater success in the Christian life.
    So the Gospel piles it on.
    Now, If there is any message anywhere that is not welcome in our culture it is a message of guilt and condemnation.
    Part of the reason the modern church is packing out huge buildings and stadiums instead of being brutalized and rejected like in the first century is because we have mostly eliminated this first part of the Gospel.  
    We either skip that part altogether, or we invent ways to soften it so that it’s not offensive: “You have to admit you are not perfect and that you’ve made mistakes.”  When you tell someone that, then they look at God’s grace as “Oh – God is gracious enough to overlook the fact that I’m only human and I’m not perfect.”  That does not generate a high view of God’s grace.
      It’s a far cry from the person who is weeping and broken over the depth of his guilt and sin, and is overwhelmed with a sense that it’s too vile to ever be forgiven, and then finds forgiveness.  That’s the person who will be genuinely converted and who will truly love God.
    So God’s law heaps guilt upon us. And that’s offensive.  
    Not only that, but it warns us that if we don’t repent, we will be punished eternally in hell.
    Hell is a place of eternal torment and punishment for sins, and it is the eternal home of everyone who is not truly born again when they die.
    And if the ministry of condemnation, accusation and judgment doesn’t win us any popularity contests, what do you think is going to happen when we emphasize hell with the intensity that Jesus did? 
    So the true Gospel is offensive because it’s extremely judgmental.   It’s also offensive because of… 

2. The Cross
    “You’ve got to be kidding.  The cross isn’t offensive.  It’s a beautiful piece of jewelry around my neck.”  It’s amazing how we have sanitized the cross.  
    Did you know that in Jesus’ time the very word, “crucifixion” was so vulgar that it wasn’t used in polite company?   It was an obscenity. 
    The people back then weren’t savages.  They were just like us.  It was just as much a shock to their system as it would be for you to walk down the street from your house and see someone beaten, whipped, bleeding from all over, nailed to a cross, hanging there completely naked, suffocating, screaming out in pain, and finally, after a few days, dying.
    I heard of a woman who displayed a white flag in Iraq as our forces passed by, and later that day they came back by that area and that woman was hanging by the neck from a lamp post – dead.   Imagine if you saw that kind of thing out your car window as you drove here this morning. Multiply the shock of that times a hundred and you have crucifixion. 
    Crucifixion was a means of execution that was carried out only on people who were considered sub-human.  And it was a nasty subject, and an obscene word.  And so in polite company you would never even utter the word “crucifixion” or “cross.”  
    So then along comes Paul, and all he ever talks about is the cross.  He said, “My life and my message is all about one thing and one thing only – Christ crucified.”
    Anyone who was crucified was as dishonorable as he could be.  In fact, sometimes even after someone had died some other way they would put the corpse up on a cross just to dishonor the person, because even the OT says anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse (Dt.21:23)
    So the central theme of the NT is that the eternal Creator, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was cursed and crucified, and hung on a cross.   There is nothing that is more offensive to our culture than that was to theirs.
    Archeologists found some graffiti that dates all the way back to the first century, and it was a picture of a man on a cross with the head of a donkey. The inscription: “Alexamenos worships his god”
     We can scarcely imagine the level of contempt there would be in that culture for a religion whose central focus is to worship someone who had been crucified.
    I don’t know of anything that would be a greater turnoff to our culture than that was to them.  But the idea of God requiring punishment for sin comes close.
    On the Passover the people were to slaughter a lamb as a sacrifice for their sin.  But not just any lamb.  They were to select the lamb 5 days before the feast, and keep that lamb in the house as a pet.
    After about a week of having that lamb in the home, they would begin to have an affection for it.  And then when Passover came the family would place their hands on the lamb’s back to symbolize the idea that the lamb was taking the guilt of their sins on itself.
    Then the father would cup the lamb’s head in his hand and say to his wife and kids, “Today God requires blood for our sins…but not our blood.”    Then he took a knife, and before the kid’s wondering eyes would cut the lamb’s throat.  
    When the forerunner of the King of kings was sent out to announce His arrival into the world, instead of saying, “Bow before the King!” he said, “Behold, the lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.”   Think of that in that culture – “Behold, the one who is to be slaughtered.” 
     Genuine Christianity is offensive because it is judgmental, because of the offence of the cross, and because of it’s simplicity.

3. The Foolishness of God
    The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a massive assault on our pride.
1 Co.1:21-29
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles
    We don’t preach a message that people are naturally looking for.  
    There are a lot of seekers out there – people seeking certain kinds of religion, people seeking wisdom and knowledge.  But that seeking doesn’t lead people to God, because what He is offering is the opposite of what they are seeking.
    Our culture seeks much the same of what the Greeks were seeking – knowledge.  Think of what we as a country pour into the pursuit of knowledge.  If you added up all the time and money we spend in the pursuit of knowledge, and compare that to the collective amount we, as a culture, spend to bring about holiness and righteousness, you would see where our priorities are.  We are fanatical about gaining more knowledge.
    Our culture has an amazing faith and trust in knowledge.  We generally assume every piece of knowledge is valuable – even if we can’t see why.  If scientists make some new discovery, we celebrate, even if we don’t know exactly how that knowledge will bring about good. (I wish Christians had that kind of faith in God’s Word)
    And just like the Greeks of Paul’s day, anything that is simplistic and basic is not taken very seriously.
    26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things (that’s us) of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the things that are not-to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.
    The Gospel is an assault on our pride, because it’s a simple message disseminated by simple people.
    When I heard Michael Behe’s lecture the other night, I was astonished at the brilliance of the scientists who work in the field of biochemistry.  I could tell that if a person just wanted to gain a working knowledge of where to begin doing the kind of research those scientists do would take many years of study and training.  Then it occurred to me that I can teach you all how to do what I do in a matter of hours on Wednesday mornings in our expositors’ class.
    It really isn’t rocket science.  
    And the world sees that and relegates us to a level of other uneducated, simplistic things that aren’t to be taken very seriously.  When Evangelical leaders get together and make an important decision the NY Times doesn’t send a reporter to cover it.  There are marginalized, crackpot kooks, and self-styled scientists who have more credibility in our culture than we do.
    If you doubt that just look at who they get to interview on the news when they need an expert opinion.  When is the last time you heard Dan Rather say, “In depth tonight, an interview with an evangelical pastor regarding how we should understand this spiritual issue.”?  If they have a question like that they are much more likely to find any scientist or even an actor as the expert – anyone but us.
    In yesterday’s Rocky Mt. News there was an interesting article: “(Convicted murderer Robert Harlan’s lawyers) have asked Adams County District Judge John J. Vigil to throw our Harlan’s death sentence…on the grounds that jurors’…used a Bible during deliberations…”
    “The Bible has its place in our society, definitely, but it doesn’t have a place in the jury room where people are deciding a capital case…”

Biblical Christianity has its place – but not in any arena of life that actually matters.
     Genuine Christianity is offensive because it is judgmental, because of the offence of the cross, and because of it’s simplicity, and because…

4.	    It’s demanding
    Again, this is an area where I’m afraid many of you have been lied to.  You may have been told that becoming a Christian is easy.  All it takes is a simple prayer.  That’s a lie.
    Every time Jesus turned around and saw the crowd was getting too large, He whittled it down by talking about the Gospel.  “This crowd is way too big – they must not be getting the message.”
Luke 14:25-33
Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters-yes, even his own life-he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 
    He goes on to say, “Like a builder or a king going to war – you better count the cost before you get involved with following Me.”
    Then Jesus looks at how many leave.
    Not enough.  There are still too many here.
    So He steps up the rhetoric. 
    33 In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
    “OK good, now more are leaving.”
    It’s not easy to become a Christian – it will cost you everything you have.   It’s free in the sense that you can’t earn it, but it does require faith, which involves bowing to the authority of God as the King.
    The world flocks to hear a Gospel about a Jesus who promises to give you everything you want.  But the true Gospel doesn’t present a Jesus like that.  We don’t preach a Jesus who gives you all you want.  We preach a Jesus takes all you have.

5.	It’s narrow
    Our world today says, “You can believe anything you want, and we will respect that, as long as you don’t claim your way is the only way.”
    Claiming exclusivity in religion, in this day and age, is considered the ultimate religious hate crime.  It’s OK to think you are right as long as you don’t conclude that those who believe differently are wrong.
John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

Acts 4:12
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." 
    Anyone who does not know Jesus Christ and bow to Him as Lord, and have full faith in Him specifically, is lost – doomed to an eternal hell.
     In v.27 we pick up the story at a point where the people are trying to talk Jesus into miraculously providing them with another free meal, as He had done the day before.
    They wanted food, and so they are trying everything – even pulling out quotes from the Bible to try to convince Jesus that He needs to do this.
    In the mean time Jesus is trying to focus their attention on spiritual things, not physical food.
John 6:27-7:1
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval." 
28 Then they asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
29 Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  
    There is only one way to server God – embrace Christ.
    Again, Jesus makes the claim that He is the exclusive way to God.  There is no other way.
    30 So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 
    (Back to the food)
    So Jesus steps up the rhetoric again.  He says “I am the only source of life from God.”
    32 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world."  
34 "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." 
35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life...
    Any claim to exclusivity is going to meet with resistance, and sure enough – v.41
    41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven."  42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" …
    Then He steps it up again -
    48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. 
    “Hmmm – still too many people in this crowd.  These claims to exclusivity aren’t doing the trick…
    Maybe if I put it in terms that are especially offensive to the Jewish culture:
    This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world."  
52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 
53 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him...
    I don’t know if there is any way of putting it that would be more offensive to the Jewish culture than by using the illustration of eating human flesh and drinking human blood.  If that’s a repulsive way of thinking about it for you, it’s ten times that repulsive to the 1st Century Jew.
    The crowd left a long time ago.  Now this is too much even for His disciples.
60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" 
    The word “hard” means stiff or ridged – unbending.  
    61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, 
    So a number of His disciples are upset, which makes the other disciples concerned.  “Jesus – you are saying things that are rocking this whole boat.  Keep that up and this whole movement is going to collapse.”
    Jesus said to them, (the disciples who were offended over the fact that Jesus was offending the other disciples) "Does this offend you? 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
    66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
    Jesus watches many of His own disciples walk away.  But the 12 are still there.  Then this very poignant moment: 67 "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. 
    For our culture this is the biggest offense of all.
    The reason thousands of people flock to church on Easter is because so many who present the Gospel are careful to leave this part out.
    And it’s easy to leave out.  You just say all kinds of true things about God, but just be careful not to say it’s the only way. Then you offend hardly anyone.
    Our president, George Bush, has said some wonderful things about his faith in God and his prayer life.  He faithfully attends church, and seems like a devout man.  And it hasn’t seemed to hurt him in the polls.  His approval ratings have always been through the roof.  People don’t mind that – even most unbelievers.  The press can even live with it.
    But can you imagine if at the next major speech President Bush came on TV on prime time before the whole country and said, “I am a Christian, and if you’re not, you are going to hell.  Every last one of you who does not become a Christian before he dies will be damned to an eternal hell.” Before the press even came to he would already be impeached.  
    But why is that so different?  Why is it fine for Bush to say, “I am a Christian” but not “All non-Christians will go to hell”?  The statements should be identical.  But our modern presentation of the Gospel has been so watered down, that they are not.
    We are not hated and rejected by society, because we have learned how to delete the offensive parts of the Gospel.  But those are the essential parts.
    The Gospel is judgmental, it’s offensive, it assaults our pride, it’s demanding, and it’s incredibly narrow.  On top of all that, it’s…
 
6.	    It’s hard to believe 
    There is a huge “seeker-sensitive” movement sweeping the Church whose entire goal is to make it easy for people to believe. That’s why the whole Willow Creek/Saddleback movement exists.
    But  the Gospel was never intended by God to be easy to believe.  The true Gospel is hard to believe, and that’s the way God wants it.
    It’s not hard to believe because of lack of evidence.  There are mountains of evidence.  And it’s not hard to believe because it’s self-contradictory or illogical or irrational.  It’s hard to believe because God has presented it entirely on His terms, not ours.
    The evidence that God has given that all this is true is miracles.  In an age where we imagine science explains everything, our culture thinks it’s primitive to believe in miracles.  And so that’s what we offer the world as proof.
    We hold out a Bible that talks about God creating everything in 6 days, a world-wide flood, a donkey talking, a man living in a fish three days, an axe-head floating, people rising from the dead, a man walking on water or stilling a storm with a command, and then raising Himself from the dead…
    And all the rest of the hundreds of miracles recorded in the Bible – our world doesn’t believe any of those ever actually happened.  I believe them all,  - and we offer them as evidence for why they should surrender everything to Christ.
*******************
    Many of you have been lied to long enough.  I’m determined this morning to tell you the truth.  “But aren’t you afraid you will drive everyone away and your church will never get off the ground?”  Not at all.  
    You see, part of what really ticked those people off in Jn.6 was when Jesus said, “Only the people My Father draws can come to me, and ALL the ones He draws will come to Me.” That offended even His own disciples.  People naturally hate the idea of Election and Predestination, but they are clear in Scripture.
    I’m not worried about driving everyone away and the church failing, because the only people I’m seeking to reach are those people whom the Father is drawing, and those people are not turned off by the offensive Gospel.
    They are drawn by it.
    In fact, that’s the whole reason the Gospel is so offensive – it’s designed that way by God on purpose to weed out those people who are phonies.
    That movement is just lengthening the line of people who will someday say, “Lord, Lord…” and He will say, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.”
     People complain about the church because of all the hypocrites.  The reason there are so many hypocrites is because the Gospel has been so emasculated that it doesn’t drive away the phonies.  As one person said, “The modern presentations of the Gospel are not clear enough for the non-elect to reject it.”
    How can we have the audacity to proclaim such an offensive message?  Where do we get off demanding that people not only listen to, but accept and believe and wholeheartedly embrace a message that condemns them, offends them, assaults their pride, demands everything they have, attacks their sense of fairness, claims to be the only way to God, and requires a belief in the unbelievable? 
    It’s reasonable for us to expect people to listen and accept this message for one reason – let’s go right back to where we started.
2 Tim 2:8-9
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal.
    Paul boldly proclaimed this Gospel without apology because he knew that people back then could not argue with the fact that Jesus rose from the dead. There were so many eyewitnesses, and such overwhelming proof, that it just couldn’t be denied. 

Proof of the Resurrection
    Most people in our culture think that religion is a matter of opinion and preference (like being a Republican or Democrat, or a Broncos fan or Green Bay fan).  It would be silly for someone to argue for the truth or falsehood of a preference.  It would be ridiculous for someone to write a book on why you should be a fan of one team rather than some other team, or to go out proselytizing trying to convert someone from preferring oranges to preferring grapefruits.   
    In matters of preference, whatever you like is fine for you, and whatever I like is fine for me.
    So people figure each person should just pick whatever religion he likes the most.
    And for the most part people are right to think that way.  The vast majority of religions are just philosophies.  
    For example, Hinduism or Buddhism are religions that you just decide to believe in if you like them.  They don’t claim any historical event that proves them to be true   It’s strictly a matter of opinion.
     Those kinds of religions ask you to accept them on blind faith.  They want you to just assume their philosophy and their ideas about God and spiritual things to be true.   That’s the way most religions are.
    There are three religions, however, that are not in the realm of opinion or preference.  They claim they can be objectively demonstrated to be true or false.      And the reason for that is they tie all their credibility to historical events.  In all three cases the entire religion is completely dependent upon whether or not those historical events happened.
    Those three religions are Christianity, Judaism and Islam.  
    Islam claims to be valid if and only if Muhammad actually received a revelation from the angel Gabriel.   If that happened, and the angel really was Gabriel, sent with a message from God, then what Muhammad wrote is indeed God’s Word.
    If the angel Gabriel did not appear to Muhammad, then the entire religion is without credibility, because Islam itself ties its validity entirely to that message being from God.
    Judaism is the same way.  
    And so is Christianity.  100% of the credibility of Christianity is tied to one single event in history.  If that event took place, Christianity is certainly true.  If it did not, Christianity is certainly false.  So investigating the religions is not really as hard as it sounds.  Any religion that requires that you accept it based on blind faith should be rejected.  Blind faith is foolishness – it is irrational to believe something to be true without adequate evidence. 
    And so that only leaves three religions – there are only three religions that even claim to have been validated by God by means of miracles.
    Think about it – there is never any shortage of kooks claiming to speak for God.  So if God ever did send prophets who really did speak for Him, unless He verified them with miracles and prophecy, how could we possibly know they were from Him?
    Therefore if the miracles cannot be demonstrated to have taken place in actual history, there is no basis at all for believing in that religion.
    So to investigate which, if any of these religions are true, all that is needed is some historical research.
    Let’s start with Islam, because that’s the easiest.
    As for prophecy, there is none.  While there are hundreds of prophecies in the Bible, and many announcements of events that were made hundreds of years prior and were fulfilled exactly, in the Koran there are zero.
    As for miracles, the Koran records no miracles performed by Muhammad.  In fact, the Koran repeatedly says that he didn’t perform miracles.  It says that God told Muhammad  that if anyone questions why he is doing no miracles, he should say “Signs are in the hands of God.  My mission is only to give plain warning.” (29:50,51 see also 2:118, 6:109, 17:90-93).  Much later there were miracle traditions that came up and were attributed to Muhammad, but only many generations after his death.  None by contemporaries or eyewitnesses. 
    So you can’t do any historical research to verify the validity of whether Muhammad was a prophet, because he didn’t even claim to do miracles.  Anyone who believes in Islam does so out of blind faith, since the claims cannot be verified.
    So that leaves Judaism and Christianity.  
    Both religions believe the same thing about the OT – that it is the Word of God.  And there are many astonishing prophecies that verify that.  The difference comes in their beliefs about Jesus.  The Jewish religion does not accept Jesus as the Messiah sent from God, and Christianity does.
    And which one is right depends entirely on history.  
    Specifically, it all comes down to whether or not Easter ever really happened.  Everything rides on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.
    When the Apostle Paul went into Athens and saw that they worshipped hundreds of different gods, he said, “Let me tell you about the one true God.”  He goes on to preach a message about God that runs completely counter to the way those people had always believed, and the very last line in that sermon is 
31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."Acts 17:31
    The proof of the message of the NT is the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  If that happened, then Jesus’ message has been authenticated by God, and the NT is valid.  If it did not happen, the Christian message is garbage.  In fact, you may be surprised to read what the NT itself says about its own illegitimacy if the resurrection of Jesus never happened.
1 Cor.15:1-32
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand…3 that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
    The message of the NT is that Jesus actually rose from the dead in space and time. If that didn’t happen, it doesn’t just make Christianity hard to verify.  It makes Christianity completely bogus - that’s why he lists all the eyewitnesses and the evidence.
14 if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead
17 if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.   
    If Jesus didn’t actually, physically rise from the dead, Christians are the most pitiable, pathetic people on the face of the earth, because we have devoted our lives to a terrible lie.
    “But how can you prove the Bible is true without using the Bible?  If we believe the Bible is true because Jesus said it’s true, and we believe Jesus’ words because He rose from the dead, and we believe He rose from the dead only because the Bible says He did…isn’t that circular reasoning?”
    Yes, it would be if that’s what we were arguing.  But it’s not.
    If you are going to research whether the Bible is God’s Word it would be foolish to begin by assuming it to be God’s Word.
    It would be just as foolish to ignore it altogether, because it is a collection of historical documents. 
    You should begin by assuming that the Bible is just like any other humanly authored document – complete with errors, biases, exaggerations, etc. – all the things you normally expect to find when you read or listen to any testimony about anything.
    And if you begin with those assumptions, you can still prove beyond any reasonable doubt that Jesus did rise from the dead.
     Just like in a courtroom you don’t have to assume the eyewitness giving testimony are 100% accurate in order to arrive at the right verdict about what happened (especially if you have large number of eyewitnesses, and there is good reason to believe them to be reliable). 
    The people who are experts at examining testimony have developed methods of discerning how believable a witness is, and all of us know how to do that to some degree.  When you watch a program on TV, there are some things you hear and believe right away.  And there are other things you are skeptical about.  And still other things you dismiss out of hand.  You do that because you intuitively understand some of the principles of discerning the reliability of testimony.  
    Historians have refined that to a science, and have applied it to the many evidences for the resurrection. And when you do that, there is a whole lot of material in the Bible that you have to throw out as not having sufficient evidence to know for sure whether it happened.
    But even after you throw all those things out, there still remains more than enough evidence to demonstrate that Jesus did rise from the dead.
    And if He is able to raise Himself from the dead, then it makes good sense to trust what He says about spiritual things and the afterlife.  And what He says is that the Bible is the Word of God – every word of it, which means all the things we threw out when we were assuming it to be a regular human document are now right back in, and we accept it all.
    If you are interested in walking through that evidence and all the reasoning for what is reliable and why – right out of the mouths of some of the world’s top experts and scholars in that field, I recommend “The Case for Christ.”  
    We have copies available on the back table.  
    There are a lot of people who hide behind a supposed intellectual argument against the resurrection, or some make some claim like, “I can’t believe for this reason or that reason…” and in reality they just don’t want to give up their sin or bow the knee to Christ.  But if you have serious intellectual questions, that book is a great source of information.
******************
There isn’t time in a sermon to give all those arguments, though – so I’ll let you look into it.
    What I do want to accomplish with this sermon, though, is to tell you the truth about the Gospel.  It is offensive.  It is hard.  It is humiliating.  It is costly.  It is demanding.  It’s narrow.  It’s hard to believe.
    Oh – and one other thing – It’s true! 
    The popular version that everyone likes isn’t any of those things – it isn’t offensive, it isn’t demanding, it isn’t narrow and it isn’t true.  It has no power to save anyone.
    So as offensive as it is, I want you to know that I am not ashamed of the Gospel, and I will devote myself to proclaiming it until the day I die.
    And if your heart is open to truth, you will believe it.

     Benediction:  2Co 4:14   we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.
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Jesus’ Final Days:  Part 7        

“Sequel to The Passion”



Introduction 
We give a lot of attention to the earthly ministry of Jesus from birth to the resurrection.  After the resurrection, we focus on Jesus’ reign from heaven during the Church age.  However,  that leaves out an important 40-day period of Jesus’ earthly life.  The movie “The Passion” ends with Jesus walking out of the tomb after He is raised from the dead on the third day.  The sermon this morning is a sequel to the story in the movie.  
What happened between that Sunday morning when Jesus walked out of the tomb?  What happened about 6 weeks later when He ascended up into heaven?  Acts 1:3 gives us a general statement about what happened during that time.  Jesus spent those 40 days going around preaching to His disciples about the kingdom of God (the exact same thing He did throughout His ministry before the cross).  Luke says during this time He kept appearing to His disciples with many convincing proofs that He was alive – and that He was Jesus.  We have historical records of about at least 14; the first nine happened on Resurrection Day.

Resurrection Day
First – The Resurrection
The first thing that happened was the resurrection.  In order to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus had to wait until the third day to rise.  Evidently, though, He was not willing to stay in that tomb any longer than was absolutely necessary.  We know that because the women who came to tend to His body very early in the morning, while it was still dark, found Him already gone.  In addition, the angels are bewildered as to why the women would come to the tomb on the third day and expect to find Jesus’ body.  The angels may have been thinking, “Of all places, why would you expect to find Him here on the third day?”

Luke 24:5,6  "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here

	Therefore, during the night, Jesus rose from the dead and exited the tombwithout being seen by anyone.

Second – The Earthquake
Another thing we know that happened during the night was an earthquake which was caused by the arrival of an angel of the Lord.  

Matthew 28:2-4  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

Third – The Arrival of the Women at the Tomb
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, Salome (Matthew 28:1) and Joanna (Luke 24:9) go to tend to Jesus’ body.  They arrive just after the sunrise (Mark 16:1-4).  There, they walk up on quite a scene:  the tomb is open, the stone has been removed and soldiers are lying all over the ground.  So they go inside the tomb.

Luke 24:3-8  when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'"  Then they remembered his words. 

The women must have thought, “O yeah – He did say that.”  (He said those words in Matthew 16:21).

Mark 16:7  But go, tell his disciples and Peter Why is Peter singled out?  Couldn’t he just say to the angel, “Go tell the disciples” and assume that that would include Peter?  The answer is found in the part where Jesus made the comment about meeting them in Galilee after the resurrection.  The night before the crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples that He was going to be killed, that He would rise from the dead, and that they were to meet up with Him in Galilee on a specific mountain.  If you are like most people, you probably don’t remember Jesus saying the part about meeting Him in Galilee.  The disciples missed that too.  Jesus said it, but they didn’t catch it because they were so distracted at the moment He said it.
Mark 14:27-31  "You will all fall away," Jesus told them, "for it is written: "'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.'    But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee."  Peter declared, "Even if all fall away, I will not."  "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "today-yes, tonight-before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times."  But Peter insisted emphatically, "Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you." And all the others said the same.  They were so distracted by His other comment – that they would all fall away – that they missed the comment about meeting Him in Galilee.  Therefore, since Peter was the one He singled out who would deny Him three times, and that denial happened as was recorded in Scripture, Jesus makes sure that Peter was the first Apostle He appeared to after the resurrection.  Jesus wants to make it clear that Peter is forgiven and reinstated., 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.'"

The night before the crucifixion, Jesus told His disciples three things:  that He was going to be killed, that He would rise from the dead, and that they were to meet up with Him in Galilee on a specific mountain (Mark 14:28).  However, the disciples didn’t understand because they were distracted by some of the other things He said.  Nevertheless, this was important to Jesus.  The night before the crucifixion Jesus says, “Meet Me at the mountain in Galilee.”  Jesus, though, knew they weren’t listening; therefore,  He sends an angel to meet the women who come to the tomb.  In addition, Jesus tells the angel to remind the women about the rendezvous in Galilee.

Fourth – The First Appearance of Jesus
At first the women are so confused and afraid that they don’t say anything to anyone (Mark16:8).  Yet, the more they thought about it, the more their confusion turned to joy.  Hence, they headed back into town to tell the disciples.  However, on the way, they bump into Jesus.  This is the first appearance of Jesus after the resurrection. 

Matthew 28:8-10  So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  

Jesus sends an angel to tell remind them to go meet Him in Galilee and the women begin to obey that order; yet, Jesus personally intercepts them and reminds them again in person: Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."   Though, from what they say later, it seems the women didn’t realize this was Jesus.  Perhaps they thought He was an angel. It is at this point that the soldiers report to the chief priests.  They invent the “we fell asleep and they stole the body” story (Matthew 28:11-15).  This story, of course, isn’t very plausible.  How would the soldiers know what happened if they were asleep?

Fifth – The Report to the Disciples
In the following verse, it tells of how nine of the disciples just ignored the women.  But Peter and John went running out to the tomb and Mary ran back out there with them.  They found the empty tomb; then John believed and Peter wondered (John 20:3-9).  After that, John and Peter went home but Mary stayed and stood outside the tomb crying.  

Luke 24:9-11  When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.

Sixth – The Second Appearance of Jesus
As Mary is crying, she sees two angels – then sees Jesus Himself.  However, she doesn’t realize it is Him at first until He says her name.  Again, He tells her to go tell the others (John 20:10-18).

Seventh – The Third Appearance of Jesus
At some point later that day, Jesus appears to Peter  (Luke 24:34).  Remember, all this took place that same Sunday that Jesus rose.  This was quite a day!

Eighth – The Fourth Appearance of Jesus 
Luke 24 tells us about one other thing happened that day which took place later in the afternoon.  
You would think by now the disciples would be making a B-line to Galilee to meet Jesus (maybe some of them were.)  But Cleopas and another disciple were headed off to another place; they were walking out of Jerusalem toward a town Emmaus which was 7 miles away.  
(Remember:  Jesus said, “Meet Me in Galilee.”  Then He sent an angel to tell the women, “Remind everyone to meet Me in Galilee.” Then He appeared to them personally and said, “Don’t forget about Galilee.”)  
Isn’t it rather odd that these guys decide to go to Emmaus?  It wasn’t that they weren’t interested in seeing the risen Christ;  it was that they didn’t believe that He had risen.  On the way, they bump into Jesus but are prevented by God from recognizing Him.  They tell Him the whole story about what the women said and Jesus proceeds to give them an Old Testament survey class condensed into about 4 hours (or however long it takes to walk 7 miles).  Once they arrive in Emmaus, Jesus continues walking.  However, they talk Him into staying with them since it is almost night time.  Yet, once they see Him breaking bread, they realize it is Jesus.  At that point they get up from the table, walk for another 4 hours back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven disciples and all the others.  (It is probably very late at this point; in fact, technically I suppose it would be Monday by this time.  Although I doubt they had gone to bed; for them, in practical terms, it was the same day.)  So these two guys are telling the gathering of Jesus’ followers what happened; then, all of the sudden, there is Jesus standing among them in the room!

Ninth – The Fifth Appearance of Jesus 

Luke 24:37  They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have."  When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 

Jesus never calls for blind faith.  In fact, He invites His disciples to a scientific investigation.  Then Jesus asked for something to eat.  He had already had supper down in Emmaus with those two.  (I guess 3 days in the tomb and 14 miles of walking can give a guy an appetite!)  On the other hand, maybe He just liked fish or He may not have been hungry at all.  The main reason He wanted to eat was to provide further proof that He was real. 

Luke 24:41,42  And while they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?"  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

He ate in front of them as proof that He wasn’t a ghost or a vision.  It is one thing when you think you might have seen some kind of apparition.  However, it is much more convincing when the fish you just finished cooking starts disappearing into His mouth!  
Jesus was really, literally, physically raised from the dead.  He had an actual, physical body of flesh and bone;  it was the same body that died on the cross.  This we know because His body still had the wounds from the cross).
Remember, though, that Thomas wasn’t there at this point.  When the other disciples told him what had happened, he didn’t believe them.  He was just like them – he wouldn’t believe until he saw for himself.  
That was quite a day!  We have a lot of information about that day.  Jesus appeared at least 5 times, had lots of conversation, did a number of things and had plenty to eat.  However, we have no idea what Jesus did during the following week (Monday-Saturday); all we know is that He wasn’t with the disciples.  In fact, it is not until the following Sunday, that we see the sixth recorded appearance of Jesus.

The Next Sunday
Tenth – The Sixth Appearance of Jesus 
That next Sunday the disciples all gathered again – still in Jerusalem!  Maybe the reason no one saw Him all that week is because He was hanging out in Galilee where He told them to meet Him.  Anyway, on Sunday they all get together; this time Thomas is there.  Then, once again, Jesus appears in their midst (which startled them, since the doors were locked).  There, Jesus gave proof to Thomas that He was alive (John 20:26-29).

Appearances in Galilee
Eleventh – The Seventh Appearance of Jesus 
After the incident with Thomas, the disciples finally go back to Galilee.  However, instead of going to the mountain to meet Jesus, they go back to their old job – their fishing business.  While they were working, Jesus appears again. He performs the same miracle He did when He called them away from fishing the first time.  He makes it clear He wants them doing His work – not fishing.  
It was at this point that Jesus re-instated Peter.  Peter had denied Him three times; hence, Jesus gives Peter three chances to affirm his love for Him (John 21).  
This is the third time He appeared to the disciples as a group (John 21:14). Now, the Disciples were in Jerusalem for at least a week after the resurrection.  The round trip from Jerusalem to Galilee takes at least a week (or two).  Therefore, Jesus most likely spent 3 to 4 weeks in Galilee.  

Twelfth – The Eighth Appearance of Jesus
Jesus probably spent about 3 weeks up in Galilee, proclaiming the kingdom of God.  We don’t know exactly what else He did during that time except for one, very important event.  That one event is the climax of the gospels and it takes place on a mountain in Galilee.  It is the moment when the disciples finally have that rendezvous about which Jesus was so adamant.

Thirteenth – The Ninth Appearance of Jesus
From there, Jesus makes a special appearance to James (1 Corinthians 15:6), then returns to Jerusalem.

Fourteenth – The Tenth Appearance of Jesus and His Disappearance  
On the Day of Pentecost, after eating with the disciples, Jesus leads them out to Bethany (a suburb of Jerusalem) and tells them not to leave Jerusalem until the Father sends the promised Holy Spirit.  Then, right before their eyes, Jesus ascends up into heaven.  His physical body just rose up into the air, higher and higher, right up through the clouds into heaven.

*****
That is a jet tour through the post-resurrection earthly ministry of Jesus.  For the rest of our time, I would like to focus on that one, climactic event in Galilee.

The Rendezvous – Why Is It Climatic?
It takes place on that mountain where Jesus told them to meet Him after the resurrection. 
The meeting at that place is stressed heavily because:  
	it was the focus of Jesus before He died
it was the focus of the angel at the tomb
it was the focus of Jesus after He was raised
He appeared repeatedly before this but there was something very special about this particular moment that Jesus saved for this moment.

Most Bible teachers through the centuries have agreed that this was the place where Jesus appeared to the group of 500 at one time.
That is significant because all the other appearances were to individuals or small groups.  Maybe the reason it took so long to have this meeting at the mountain was because He wanted to make sure all His followers were there.

Matthew makes it the climax of his gospel.  
Matthew places this account right at the grandest, highest point of his gospel – and that is how his gospel ends.

It marks a major transition in the life of the Church.
Prior to this event, the Church was really nothing but a small, inwardly-focused band of disciples following Jesus around the tiny little region of Palestine.  Even after the resurrection, there isn’t any outward emphasis – the disciples are alone in a house, or fishing, etc.  After this event, though, the Church seems almost completely focused on reaching the world.  The Church explodes like a bomb; the gospel goes out to the ends of the earth.  Let’s take a look at this.

The Reason for the Rendevous – Spreading the Gospel
Matthew 28:16  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

In this verse, the eleven disciples are mentioned because they are the focus; yet, we know it wasn’t just them whom Jesus addressed on the mountain.  Remember what the angel told the women at the tomb back in verse 7? 

Matthew 28:7  Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 

Jesus told the women they would see Him at the rendezvous in Galilee.  Therefore, we know it was the eleven and the women.  Though, since He spent most of His ministry in Galilee, I am sure He had far more followers there.  One reason why it is believed that this was where He appeared to the 500 is because, in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, all His followers down there are gathered together and there are only 120 (Acts 1:15).  Jesus couldn’t have appeared to 500 brothers in Jerusalem because there weren’t that many down there.  Another indicator is the very next verse in our text.  Look at it again:

Matthew 28:16  Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 

It seems from the other accounts that the eleven had all their doubts removed at the other appearances of Jesus.  This would be the first time most of this crowd has seen Him since the crucifixion.  In addition, in a crowd of 500+ people, not everyone is standing in front.  It would be perfectly natural for some to doubt whether it was really Him until they got to see Him up close.  Maybe that’s why the next verse says: 

Matthew 28:18  Then Jesus came to them

He is already right there with them.  They are worshipping Him – then it says He approached them.  Maybe He was moving through the crowd to get close to those who had doubts.

Reliability of the Accounts 
I love the end of verse 17 – but some doubted.  That is so honest.  It really doesn’t sound like something you would expect from a writer who is trying to invent a religion and concoct a believable story (unless the author said, for example, “and some doubted, and fire came down from heaven and consumed them”).  If none of these events happened and the disciples made it up, why would there be statements like this included?  Matthew is just telling you what happened – some doubted – therefore, he tells you some doubted.  
That phrase doesn’t seem to lend strength to Matthew’s argument that Jesus is clearly the Almighty King of the Universe, gloriously raised from the dead.  Yet it happened, so he writes it down.  
That kind of honesty is one of the reasons why even the critics – scholars who are unbelievers, who reject the supernatural, who do not accept the gospel and do not believe Jesus rose from the dead –admit that the gospel writers are extraordinarily credible witnesses.  If you ask those scholars, “Did the disciples really, truly believe Jesus was God and rose from the dead?”,  they would say, “Yes.” 
Sir Edward Clarke said the following:  “As a lawyer I have made a prolonged study of the evidences for the events of the first Easter day.  To me the evidence is conclusive, and over and over again in the High Court I have secured the verdict on evidence not nearly so compelling.  Inference follows on evidence, and a truthful witness is always artless and disdains effect...”
	A truthful witness is “artless and disdains effect” in that he doesn’t seem to care how what he is saying sounds.  Matthew is the same; he just says it like it happened.  There are no embellishments, nor are there a lot of superlatives and adverbs added for effect – just a recitation of the facts.
	Clark continues: “…The Gospel evidence for the resurrection is of this class, and as a lawyer I accept it unreservedly as the testimony of truthful men to facts they were able to substantiate.”
	Simon Greenleaf, professor of law at Harvard, is considered even today to be the foremost authority on legal evidences (evidences that are admissible in court).  Greenleaf, an atheist, was goaded by his students into checking into the evidence for the resurrection.  He did so and concluded:  “No unbiased jury in the world that would not accept the resurrection.  All that Christianity asks of men is that they be consistent with themselves.  That they would treat its evidences as they treat the evidence of other things, and that they would try to judge its actors and witnesses as they do with their fellow men when testifying to human affairs and actions in human tribunals.  The result would be an undoubting conviction of their integrity, ability and truth.”
Though it may not seem like it at first, this statement really does lend credibility to the resurrection account it shows the reliability of Matthew as a credible eye-witness.  In addition, it shows that the followers of Jesus were not a crowd of people fully expecting a resurrection – the type of crowd easily convinced with a little hype.  They didn’t expect it – and didn’t even believe it at first when they saw it.  They required significant proof – just as you would.  The fact that they finally did become convinced – so convinced that they would die for that belief – shows how convincing the evidence really was.
The historical evidence for the resurrection is so compelling that even among those historians and scholars who reject the resurrection; there is consensus on the following:
	Jesus died on a cross

He was buried in a wealthy man’s tomb
The tomb was found empty on the third day
Jesus’ followers, who did not expect a resurrection, were so convinced that they saw the resurrected Christ that they were willing to die for it
The reports of the resurrection were honest reports by men who fully believed the events they describe happened
The records we have today of these events have been accurately preserved to this day

That is the consensus among worldly scholars who do not believe in the resurrection.  You may be asking yourself, “But if they believe all that, why do they not accept the resurrection?”  In most cases, it is because of a presupposition against the supernatural.  Those worldly scholars say, “These historical facts are true – that we have to admit.  But there must be some explanation other than a resurrection.”  They offer various explanations; yet, none have gained widespread support because none are supported by any evidence.  Hence, we can be assured that this really happened and that we have an accurate report of it.  Let’s take a look at what Jesus said that day on the mountain.

Jesus’ Words at the Rendevous
Worship
Matthew 28:17  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

If you remember what happened at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, you can see what an appropriate ending this is.  Remember the very beginning of Matthew Chapter 4 – right after Jesus’ baptism?  There, Jesus is on another mountain with Satan and Satan is saying, “Jesus, You can have all the kingdoms of the earth if You will just bow down to me.  Bypass the cross and I’ll give you authority on earth.”  Jesus resisted that temptation, endured the cross and now has been given all authority on heaven and on earth.  Hence, instead of Jesus worshipping Satan, at this place, Jesus’ disciples worship Him.  
(When Satan asked for worship, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:13:  Worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.  He was saying, “I’m not going to worship you because the Bibles says we are to worship God only.”)  Now Jesus stands on the mountain and accepts worship from His disciples; Jesus is making a clear claim to deity.  The appropriate response to the resurrection of Christ is worship.  That is because Jesus is Almighty God – the Creator of the Universe.  
There are, however, many examples of inappropriate worship.  When Cornelius tried to bow before Peter in Acts 10:25, Peter wouldn’t let him.  Twice in Revelation John started to bow before the angel and the angel strongly rebuked him: “Worship God!” (Revelation 19:10, 22:8ff).  When the people of Lystra started to worship Paul and Barnabas in Acts 14, Paul and Barnabas tore their clothes and rushed into the crowd and shouted at them to stop.
But here, on this mountain, all these disciples fall down and worship Jesus and He accepts their worship saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Therefore, for Jesus to accept the worship of all these disciples is as clear a claim to deity as there can be.  This also teaches us that the fitting response to the risen Christ is worship.

Bowing
The word worship is translated from proskuneo; it literally means to fall at one’s feet.  Somehow the group of the disciples – the eleven, the women, probably the 500 – all assemble there at the mountain.  Then Jesus appears.  (I don’t know if He stepped out from behind the trees, came walking up the mountain, came descending down the mountain, or if He just suddenly appeared miraculously in their midst as He did in that room the day of the resurrection.)  Yet, when they see Him, 1000 knees buckle and, when they bowed, they didn’t do like we do – simply kneeling.  What they did was more like the way Luther prayed in that movie that came out about him last year – face to the ground.  
I’ve never seen this event depicted in any movie but it would be a moving thing – can you imagine seeing that?  Jesus appears and all these people just go down to the ground.  The ones in front go down immediately, then others, then others.  As Jesus approaches closer to each group, they worship.
You can imagine the various reactions people would naturally have to seeing someone they dearly love a month after the person’s funeral.  Some would be like the women who, on resurrection Sunday, were clinging to Him and hugging Him.  Others would want to talk to Him and ask Him lots of questions like, What’s it like to be dead? There are a number of reasonable reactions.  Yet, in this context, the most obvious reaction was worship.  They fell to the ground and prostrated themselves before Him.

Worship as Submission
To worship Christ means to bow or prostrate yourself at His feet.  There are other elements of worship as well.  For example, adoration is an important element – so is Praise.  However, this word (proskuneo) points to an aspect of worship even more fundamental than those.  
The act of placing yourself at Jesus’ feet is really what it means to become a Christian.  People who are not genuinely born-again Christians live their lives based on what they think is best.  They do the things they think are most important and make decisions based on their interests and concerns.  They will listen to the words of Jesus, they will read the Bible and will go to church and listen to sermons.  Yet, they will only implement those ideas that sound reasonable or helpful to them; they ignore the rest.  They might think of themselves as followers of Jesus.  Nonetheless, all they really do is look at Jesus’ words as suggestions – taking some of them and leaving others.  They are in the driver’s seat of their own lives.  They not only sit behind the wheel and make all the left and right turns, they are the ones who decide on the destination and the route.  
Prostrating yourself at the feet of Jesus means coming to the point where you say, “Lord Jesus, You are the King of my life.”  Then, you bow to His will.  He leaves you behind the wheel because it is  still your responsibility to make the left and right turns (to make decisions in life).  However, He is the One who sets the destination and the route; you simply say, “Wherever you want me to go, I’ll go.  If You want my destination to be Afghanistan, that’s where I’ll go.  If you want the route for me to go through 10 years of school and 20 years of sorrow and heartache and loss before getting there, that’s the route I’ll willingly take.  I’m not going to devote elements of my life to You.  I’m not going to pick my route and my destination and allow You to make helpful hints along the way.  I don’t have a life anymore; my life is Yours.”
The difference between a Christian and a non-Christian is this:  a non-Christian has a life…of his own.  A non-Christian: 
	goes to the school he thinks would be best

pursues the career he thinks would be best
marries the woman he most wants to marry
lives in the place he thinks is best to live, etc.

The Christian life is nothing like that.  Jesus made this very, very clear.  

Mathew 16:24-25  Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.

If you want to follow Jesus, you have to give up your whole life; you have to die.  There is no way to soften what Jesus said.  He said, “If you want to follow Me, fine, but first you have to die.  You can follow Me but first you have to be nailed to a cross and die.”  That doesn’t mean you make a sacrifice here or a sacrifice there; it means you give your life over completely to Him.  
Hence, a Christian is someone who will only go a school if he is convinced God wants him to go there.  He will only pursue the career Jesus Christ wants him to pursue.  He will only marry the person God wants him to marry.  He will only move to a city where he is convinced he can do the most good for the kingdom of God.  A Christian is someone who lets God set the destination and the route of his life.
A Christian realizes that he is still the one behind the steering wheel; nonetheless, it requires a daily decision to not go where he wants to go but where Jesus wants him to go.  
For example, sometimes you turn where you want instead of where He wants (what the Bible calls sin) but the Christian – whenever he does that – will turn the car around and get back on the route God has laid out (what the Bible calls repentance).
If you come to Christ, accept salvation and forgiveness of sins, you lose your life in the deal.  Yet, Jesus also said that, in doing so, you gain your life in the end.  It is the only way to have life that is truly life.  Initially, though, Jesus Christ demands that you give Him your very life.  There are preachers today who are preaching a Jesus who exists just to give you everything you want.  Jesus didn’t come to give you everything you want; Jesus came and demanded everything you have.  Fundamentally, worshipping the risen Christ means placing yourself at His feet.

All Authority
The basis for that is understanding the fact that not only is He risen but He has been highly exalted by God.  Look at what He says in verse 18 – All authority has been given to Me.  When God raised the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, He did more than just give Him a glorified body.

Romans 1:4  Christ Jesus our Lord, through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead

Jesus was already the Son of God; yet, He was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection.  Jesus Christ possesses all authority – all authority.  He has the right to tell every man, woman and child on this planet what to do, what to think, what to say, and how to feel.  He can demand anything from anyone at any time – and it is fitting and right.  
If you are one of those people who say, “I don’t want anyone telling me what to do,” then Christianity is definitely not for you.  They say the President of the United States is the most powerful man in the world – the leader of the free world, etc.  Yet, if Jesus met the President of the United States, He could say the same thing to the President that He said to Pilate, “You would have no authority if it wasn’t given to you from above” (John 19:11).  All human authority is delegated authority from the authority of Jesus Christ.  That is why Romans 13:1-2 says submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted.  
I guess that is why I’ve always loved being under authority.  No matter who it is – whether it’s the State of Colorado telling me I have to drive 35 mph on this road, or the college administration telling me I have to be in the dorm by 10:00 pm, or my manager at Dominos telling me to sweep the floor, or an elder board handing me God’s will for my life on a pink slip of paper – all authority is delegated by Christ.  Therefore, when I submit to it, I’m submitting to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
In a very direct way, submitting to human authority is worship of Christ (if you do it for the motive of bowing to the authority of the Lord Jesus).  What a glorious truth that we worship the one who has been given all authority!  He has every right – every prerogative.  Nothing outranks Him; He is subject to no one, answers to no one, follows no one.  
In addition, bowing to His authority is not optional.  Everyone will do it; it is just a matter of when and under what circumstances.  You can bow to Him in worship now and receive eternal reward when He returns.  Or you can resist His authority now and be judged by Him when He returns.  However, if you do that, He will find you guilty of cosmic treason and you will be sentenced to eternal death – everlasting torment and punishment.  His righteous and justice will be so obvious at that time that your life of disloyalty and living for yourself will be clearly blameworthy.  You will see that your life was so supremely wrong and all question about whether the punishment is fitting will disappear.  You will remember moments like this when you heard the truth and ignored it and you will weep – forever.

In Heaven
Notice His authority is so great that it extends beyond earth.  He says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  Jesus is the boss in heaven too.  All the countless millions of:
	angels

rulers
authorities
powers
spiritual forces
cherubs
seraphs
archangels

are all subject to Him.  If your concept of an angel is a chubby little Precious-Moments-like figure with wings, this may not seem like a very big deal to you.  But if you understand what an angel is like – a powerful, awesome, fearsome being that would scare the living daylights out of you if you saw one – then you should be really scared.
Remember what happened to the guards at the tomb?  One angel showed up and the soldiers all literally passed out from fear – and the angel didn’t even touch them!  He just appeared and sat on the rock, and, just like that, the whole group of trained Roman soldiers have their knees buckle and are so overcome with fear that they just go unconscious – all of them.  Another example of an angel’s power is in 2 Kings 19 where a single angel killed 185,000 Assyrian troops in one night without getting a scratch on him.
Angels are far more powerful than any human being – and there are vast numbers of them!   In addition, every last one is completely obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are at his beck and call at every moment.  They instantly do whatever He says the instant He says it.
Remember the arrest in the Garden, when Peter attacks the Roman cohort and Jesus stops him?  

Matthew 26:53  Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 

A legion is 6000.  Therefore, Jesus had a group of angels in mind that was more than 72,000- strong standing ready who would snap into action on a moment’s notice and crush the entire Roman Empire if Jesus so much as gave them a nod.  
Scripture says the total number of these angels is thousands upon thousands and 10K times 10K (Revelation 5:11).  When you think about how powerful each one of those angels is and how many there are, can you imagine what it is going to be like on that day when Jesus comes back as a mighty conqueror leading this army of heaven against the mutiny on earth and gathering the elect from all over the planet?

Matthew  24:30,31  "Then will appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; and he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other"

That glorious day is coming – I guarantee it.  It is not a myth; it is not a fairy tale.  It is as certain as the resurrection.  Jesus will arrive with His commanding authority with His infinite angelic entourage and the righteous will be gathered to Him.  Something else will take place on that Day as well:

Matthew 25:31-34,41,46  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."  

Make sure you are in the group on His right.  How do you do that?  Simple – worship the Lord Jesus Christ.  Worship Him with your life.  Humble yourself, repent of your self-driven life and bow to His will.  For those who have already done that, those of you who have already made the decision to crucify yourself and follow Him, then all that remains for you to do is live that out for the rest of your life.  
Seek to make every moment of your life worship.  Let’s start with this moment right now.
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Benediction:  Romans 8:11-14  

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.  Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation…if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.


