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Part 15 - Timothy & Epaphroditus Php.2:19-30

I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. 23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.

We are studying a letter written about 2000 years ago from the Apostle Paul to the church in the city of Philippi.  Paul was in prison, waiting to find out if he would be released or if he would lose his head.
The way mail was delivered was if you had a friend who happened to be going where the letter was to go, you sent it with the friend.  In a letter like this, the standard practice was to have a section in the letter commending the bearer of the letter – like a letter of recommendation.  
So in vv.19-24 Paul commends Timothy.  The thing is, Tim isn’t the one bringing the letter!  Timothy isn’t even coming.  Paul simply indicates that he hopes to send him in the future once he knows how things will turn out.
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon
So why not commend Tim with another letter when he does send him?
The reason becomes apparent as we read on.  I’m sure part of the reason was to give them hope and encouragement as they have something to look forward to.
There wasn’t anyone more valuable to Paul than Tim, and there were a lot of churches all around Asia Minor and Palestine that Paul was concerned about – and Tim could only be in one place at a time.  So for Paul to send him to Philippi was a significant gift to them, and something that would bring them great joy.
But even more importantly, I think Paul talks about Tim because, as we will see, Tim is such a great example of everything Paul has been teaching in ch.2.
I think we tend to do too many character studies – we want to focus on men instead of God.  But every once in a while Scripture sets before us a spiritually mature man or woman as an example we are to follow.
For the last few months we have heard principles.  But sometimes principles are hard to put in place in your life.  Sometimes we need to see it lived out. 
Like a coach trying to explain some complex movement of the body with angles and diagrams, and finally just says, “Here, let me show you.”
Paul says, “Let me show you what I’m talking about.”
So this week and next we can just sit back and watch two remarkable examples of these principles lived out.
Try to resist the temptation, as we examine these men, to just beat up on yourself and condemn yourself at every point where you fall short of this example.  That doesn’t seem to be the mood in which the material is given.
I think a better approach would be to just sit back and enjoy hearing about these men who so honored God, and let your heart be warmed by knowing that these things are possible, and by seeing what a lovely result comes from following these principles.
I hope when we are done with this study we don’t leave here depressed because we fall short, but encouraged and aspiring to more Christlikeness.


I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you.
Paul wants to receive good news, but I think this is a lot more than a news-gathering errand for Timothy.  A lot of people could go there to get news.  Paul sent Tim to help that church – to teach, exhort, encourage, edify, rebuke, comfort, train… all the things Paul did.
The point is that Paul’s goal of boasting on the Day of Christ and being a drink offering will all be realized if Tim. goes there. 
How often do we send missionaries to minister to established, healthy churches?  Paul did.
You would be hard pressed to find anyone in history more mission minded than Paul, and yet Paul’s greatest concern was the health of the churches, and the spiritual well-being of the Christians in those churches.
What a contrast to the philosophy many have today that seems to only be concerned with getting as many heads in churches as possible.  Sometimes there is such an emphasis on the unchurched, that as long as a person is churched, there is no concern for him.  
As long as every Sunday he goes in some building with the word “church” in its name, we don’t have to worry about that guy – all we care about is getting those people who aren’t attending anywhere.  Once we get them attending somewhere, they are fine.
The first question other pastors ask me is, “How many are coming to your church?”  The second question is, “How many of those came from other churches, and how many were unchurched?”
The assumption underlying that question is the people who came from other churches don’t really count, and I should be ashamed of myself for stealing those sheep from another fold.
Paul had a very different approach.  In 2Co.11:28 he characterized his greatest burden – eclipsing even all the beatings and whippings and dangers and torture – the heaviest load of all for him was his concern for all the churches.
You might expect him to say it was his concern for the lost.  No one had a heart for the lost like Paul (he was even willing to go to hell himself if by doing so the Jews could be saved)
Ro.9:1-3  I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel.
It is hard to imagine anyone having more of a heart for the lost.  And yet his greatest concern was always for the churches – because he knew that they are the key to reaching this world.
So Paul sends his greatest protégé, the most valuable disciple he had, to go to this wonderful church to help them through some struggles.
And it had to be Tim. – not because Tim was the most gifted, or the most talented, or the most experienced, or the most godly, or the most respected.   
He may have been all of those, but the reason Paul says it has to be him is…
20 I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. 
genuine interest  Anxiety (same word as ch.4)
God uses people who have a deep love for people.  Moses could have agreed with God. (Ex.32:10ff)  Jeremiah wept.  Paul would have forfeited his salv!  (Ro.9:3)
For Paul the most important thing wasn’t communication skills or people skills or leadership skills or any skill.  The most important thing was that it be someone who is humble enough, and selfless enough, that he worries about your welfare rather than his.
Paul said, “I want so much to get to the Day of Christ and see that my efforts in Philippi weren’t wasted.  I want so much to see them succeed.  I need to send someone there.  Who should I send?”
“One thing for sure: it has to be someone who does nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility considers others more important than himself. He has to be someone who looks not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.
His attitude has to be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death--even death on a cross!
He must be a person who is continuing to carry out his salvation with fear and trembling – living out a life of humble obedience, doing everything without complaining or arguing, standing out against a crooked and depraved generation, like stars in the universe 
If you can find someone who cares more about other people than he does himself, that is more important than any amount of giftedness.
And Tim was like that.
21 For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.
Everyone else has selfish worry.  Notice the contrast - you expect “you” but he says, “Christ”  To be interested in others is to be interested in Christ.
So when your own affairs are a priority, then those of Christ are not, and that is a disqualification for usefulness. 
He certainly couldn’t send the preachers from ch.1
1:15  some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, … out of selfish ambition, 
I suppose those preachers were good speakers, interesting, funny (the people listened to them for some reason).  But they could be the world’s greatest, funniest, most moving, motivating speakers, but Paul isn’t about to send them - they were into self-fulfillment, self-actualization and self realization.
The last thing the Philippians need is some model of selfishness.
Certainly there were other godly men in Rome.
We should understand that v.21 is not saying that everyone looks out only for his own interests and not at all for those of Christ.  If that were the case, that would mean there are not even any believers in Rome.
They were concerned primarily about the affairs of Christ over their own, but in this case their concern for their own affairs interfered with their devotion to Christ.
Maybe Paul bounced the idea of a trip to Philippi off a number of them, and got a cool response.
“Now is a bad time for me career-wise.”
“I can’t afford it right now.”
“I’m not up to the journey physically.”
“I’m working on completing my education.”
“Sorry Paul, but my kids are doing real well here – we don’t want to uproot them.”
“Timothy?”
“When do I leave?  What do you want to me accomplish?  When do you want me back?”
And when Timothy responded that way, it must have struck Paul – that attitude is exactly what the Philippians need.  If they could just learn that kind of humility, all their problems would be solved.
So Paul tells them about Tim’s attitude in this section about humility.
In v.20 he says Tim takes a genuine interest.  It was natural for him.  
That kind of humility seems like such a high, lofty goal – almost unrealistic.  And yet, why should it be?  What would be more natural, if we believe the Bible is true, than pouring ourselves completely into the Kingdom of God, and caring very little about temporary, earthly things?


lit: Who will take (future)
It is not that Tim is especially burdened for the Philippians.  In fact, he’s probably at this time mostly concerned with the Romans.  But Paul knows his heart enough to know that as soon as he arrives in Philippi he will be concerned about the Philippians.  
The problems in Philippi seemed to be relationship problems.  No doctrinal issues are addressed, but there seems to have been a lot of anxiety and frustration that was eroding personal relationships.  
The last thing you want to do in a situation like that is send some proud person in there.  He will try to work with the situation, and before long someone will turn on him, insult him, attack him in some way, and if he reacts in anger and becomes defensive – now you have just increased the problem.
Lack of humility is a disqualification for ministry with people.  When you read about the selfish preachers in ch.1, you think, “How could men like that ever gain a following?”  And yet you look around and see it all the time.
I know a number of pastors who lose their temper in board meetings, get offended whenever they receive criticism, cuss people out during the week when they get upset, etc.  (I know one pastor that lost his temper with the congregation during a sermon and a doctor in the congregation ended up putting him on Prozak)
22 But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son (child) with his father he has served (slaved) with me in the work of the gospel. 
Timothy proved his character not just by slaving along side Paul, but by doing so with the attitude of a child with his dad. (The word is not “son,” it is  “child”)  It is not talking about a grown son.
The picture is like Josiah wanting to help me with some job.  Whenever I get my tools out to fix something, Josiah runs and gets his toolbox and says, “Can I help daddy?  Please?”  That was Timothy’s attitude.
Beautiful imagry. This is not oppressive or burdensome 
In Mt.11:30 Jesus said His yoke is easy and His burden light.  This is part of the reason.  When you have this attitude, you see any work or sacrifice not as a burden but a privilege and a joy. 
That attitude proved Timothy’s humility.
From Paul’s perspective, Tim was a fellow-slave.  That’s an insight into Paul’s humility.  Paul worked harder than all the others, yet he spoke very highly of them.  
So from Paul’s point of view, he considered it just a co-laboring – two slaves working side by side.
But from Timothy’s perspective, Tim was like a child working at his father’s side.
For a young man, it is easy to get a big head in the ministry (especially if you have a world-wide ministry like Tim).  I’m sure there are some areas where Tim was gifted more than Paul.  
The preachers in ch.1 didn’t even like Paul.  They thought the old man was a has-been, and they were hot stuff.
But Timothy looked at his ministry at Paul’s side and thought of himself like a little boy helping his dad with a project.  He was humble, willing to learn, receptive to advice or criticism or rebuke. 
23 I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me.
Notice he doesn’t say, “I hope to send him as soon as his affairs are in order.”  In fact, you never hear about Timothy’s affairs in the NT.
Acts 16:1-4
Timothy was a young man growing up in Derbe with a Jewish mother and a Greek father.  The people in that town spoke well of him – he had a good reputation, and I’m sure he enjoyed his life there.
One day Paul came into town, met Timothy, and said, “How about you uproot yourself, leave your home town, leave all your family and friends, and travel with me – and don’t worry about all the beatings and floggings – those are generally mostly directed at me.”
So Timothy went.  Then Paul said, “O, one more thing – you need to be circumcised just so none of the Jews are offended.”
So in the next ch. they end up in Berea, where the Jewish leaders stirred up the people against their ministry.  The situation became so dangerous and life-threatening, that the brothers told Paul, “You need to go – immediately.”
So Paul told Tim, “I have to go because of the danger – why don’t you stay here.”
So he did.
Later on Paul ended up in Athens and sent for Tim. to meet him there.  So Tim up and left.
For the next two chapters they are on the move from place to place, and then in ch.19 Paul sends Tim to Macedonia.
In Ro.16 he is in Rome with Paul.
In 1 Co.4:17 Paul is sending him to Corinth.
In I Thes.3 Tim is in Athens with Paul, Paul sends him to Thesselanica, then he returns to Athens.
Later Paul sends him to Ephesus to depose the established, respected leaders.
In Hebrews 13 he is in prison, about to be released, at which time he will be sent to the recipients of the letter to the Hebrews. 
In the 25 times we see Timothy in the NT, every single time he is either on the move or staying in some unpleasant place somewhere for a certain work..  
We never see him making any plans for himself.  He is always being told what to do, where to go and what to say.  We never hear anything about his plans, his agenda, his dreams or aspirations, his goals.
What must that have been like?  Imagine the constant severing of relationships.  It is hard to imagine he owned anything beyond what he carried with him.
What a servant!
Are you fit to be sent?
Are you a watchful Christian?
 24 And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon.
25 But I think it is  necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, and caretaker of my needs. [26] For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. [27] Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. [28] Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. [29] Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, [30] because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.
This is the story of an amazing love triangle.  There are no principles taught - it is  a case where we learn by example.  This is a great way to learn, because it does something that meare principles cannot.  We constantly read about the standards of behavior we have, and it can get discouraging.  When we see someone do it, it encourages us (Someone is pulling it off!)

E = the hero of the common man.
Epaphroditus name from Gk god Aphrodite, goddess of love and luck.  Ep means “favorite of Aphrodite”
Common name and word.  Gamblers would say “E” when rolling the dice.  In fact Vb. Form means to roll the dice.
5 titles
BROTHER  Xian and comradery and Fship (pers Rship)
FELLOW WORKER  ministry relationship
FELLOW SOLDIER  honor   used to elevate a soldier to the commander or king.  Paul always puls others right up to his level.  (Rather than decending to thier level).
YOUR MESSANGER  apostle (the 12 sent by X, small “a” by ^). 
CARETAKER  Preistly, religious service    People very patriotic regarding their city-states.  Certain rich benifactors would contribute huge $ to strengthen their city state.  At great pers. Expernse they would benefit the community - true of E.
So E was sent, but now here he is, “What are you doing here?”  Paul gives exp.  
“It is  necissary”  After making him out to be the most valuable man imaginable?
Why?  V.26  “he longs for all of you”  There it is  - homesick  (good ol Php.cooking, friends, wife, weather)
“Distressed”  The kind of confused, restless distraction Mt.26:38  (ass. W/ some trauma)  but look at the reason - distressed cuz their distress!
Great compassion on part of E and P (no “get act together)
Paul takes a break form his agenda to meet people’s needs.  
because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. 
What disease do you get from serving God?  2 Co.12  (remember T was in prison too)  Look at how Rome treats nicely - “I find nothing wrong with this man - just scourge him”  Jn.18:38, 19:1, Acts 5:40
Remember vb form means roll the dice?  E rolled the dice w/ his life.  Gambled with them asthe wnners either way.
In the early ^ there was a group called the paroboloni who had E as their hero.  Ministered to infectious diseases.  Made mission to unhesitatingly, unflinchingly, and boldly proclaim the Gosple in any circumstances.
We tend to insulate ourselves to the point that there is no risk.  We won’t do anything unless all the basis are covered ahead of time.
But 2 Sam.24:24.
E not upset about his brush w/ death - but cuz they are upset.  He can’t stand the thought of them being uncomfortable - an outward focus even in the midst of great suffering.  When life in danger, usualy 1 concern - self. (hunting and rafting)
mercy  We always think that the normal state of affairs should be healrth and safty.  When suffering comes, we are shocked and we panic until relief, then we think things are back to normal “It is about time, now bless me.”  But we should expect suffering (1 Pe.4:12)
Imagine you are a kid who did nothing wrong and folk come and spank the snot out of you.  Surprise!
Now suppose your one who beat up your little sis, drove the car thruthe living room, and stole some $, now expect suff, humbly ask for mercy.  That is to be our outlook.  Everything good is mercy and grace.
to spare me sorrow upon sorrow  strong - wave fater wave of grief (sea billows)  
This is a deap love.  We should seek this kind of Rship w/ one another.
Reluctantly? No, all the more eagerly (love)  The action he ends up taking has nothing to do with what is best for him
Each face great suffering but you never hear any complaining - see only obedience.  P sends E but they arn’t even asking for him, E goes, they had sent him, etc.  Everyone is suff, no one takes care of self.
Think of someone you deeply love in the Lord (list reasons)  Let’s pursue these traits!


Compare this to the world’s role models.  If they just give one millionth of their money to a charity, they don’t constantly brag, they stay married and they don’t get thrown in jail – we call them a role model.  
It is especially amazing to me what passes for humility in the world.


