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Part 9 -Philippians 2:12,13  “God at Work in You” 

Introduction: The Foundation
The first word in v.13 is for.  That word introduces a reason for what has gone before.  The truth of v.13 is the foundation for the command of v.12.  So let’s lay the foundation first, then we can look at v.12.
The false gods men tend to create in their human religions are very remote and undesirable.  A missionary in Japan was telling me what religion is like in that culture.  It is a polytheistic culture that worships millions of gods.  
To those people, the gods are the worst thing about life.  They are a curse.  And the goal of religion is to keep them at bay.  They are like a dangerous pack of dogs just outside your house.  And your goal is to avoid ever opening the door too wide and letting some of them in, because they will cause you great harm.
Much of the effort of religion is to placate the gods, to appease them, to keep from bugging them, and to protect yourself from them.
This view is common in paganism.  The gods are either hostile toward people, or indifferent.  They either don’t care about you or they dislike you.
With that in mind, look at v.13.  for it is  God who works in you 
Forget about everything else in the passage for a moment.  In fact, forget about everything else period for a moment and just let that sink in.  God… is at work… in you!
Let’s try to digest each part of that little statement.
1. Who is at work in you?  God.
If you are a true child of God, An infinite, perfect, loving being is at work in you.
A person who is perfect is at work in you.
Someone who is infinitely holy is at work in you.
A Being who is all-knowing is at work in you.
One who loves you enough to die for you is at work in you.
Almighty, Sovereign, Creator God, who is all-powerful, who speaks and the universe leaps into existence, is at work in you.
The King of glory is at work in you.
Someone who is never frustrated, who without fail carries out His perfect plan is at work in you.
2. What is He doing?  He is at work.
He is putting forth effort – expending energy toward a specified end.  He is changing things, repairing things, creating things manipulating things, eliminating things…
He is working - applying His intelligence and His power toward accomplishing something.
3. Where is He doing it?  in you.
Whatever there is that is part of you, that’s where He is working.  Your body, your mind, your spirit, your soul, your personality, your will, your emotions – you are the object of His work.
I could close in prayer right now, and you would have been given more than enough to meditate on for the rest of the week.
I have a half a mind to just end the sermon right here.  Just tell you God is at work in you, and give it a big exclamation point, and send you all home with that one thought.
The other half of my mind, however, is telling me that if I did that I would be robbing you of the riches of the rest of this passage.
The verse doesn’t just say that He is at work, and stop there.  Because for that to have meaning to us, we need to know what, exactly He is working at.  What is He doing in us?
Obviously God wants you to be a certain way.  He wants you to be holy, righteous, humble, loving…  He wants you to do what is right and not what is wrong, He wants you to fulfill your calling.
And He is working in you toward those ends.  
In 2 Ch.30:12 God commanded the people to follow His Word, and then . 12  the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the word of the LORD. 
Ezra 1:5  Then rose up …every one whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD 
Ezra 7:27  Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this into the heart of the king, to beautify the house of the LORD
So that’s the foundation for the command in v.12.
v.12
Summary
Therefore  Looks back.  So there is another reason for this command.  Based on what Paul just said, we should heed what he is about to say.  So what did he just say?
It is  a reference to v.8 – he humbled Himself and became obedient.  
Remember the whole thing about Jesus from 6-11 was all an illustration of how we are to respond to one another and to God with humility.  Paul hasn’t lost his train of thought.
In the Greek, when you want to make something emphatic, instead of underlining it or putting it in italics or bold print, they would place it forward in the sentence – out of the normal, expected word order.
You would expect Paul to say, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  But instead he said, “With fear and trembling work out your salvation.”
So if you want an accurate translation in English, underline the phrase “with fear and trembling.”
So the point the Holy Spirit was making when He inspired this v. is that we are to carry this out with fear and trembling.
fear and trembling 
Paul uses this exact phrase 3 times.  Each time it is  a phrase used to describe taking something very seriously with humble obedience:
2 Co.7:15 - you were all obedient, receiving him [Titus] with fear and trembling. 
Eph.6:5 -   Slaves, obey your earthly masters w/ fear & trembling 
same words, slightly different  1 time:
I Co.2:3 -  Paul came to the Corinthians in humility
here – just as you have always obeyed, continue …with fear and trembling.  
So that’s the skeleton of this passage: Based on Jesus’ example of humble obedience, and because of the fact that God is at work in you, carry out this command WITH HUMILITY.
Now we are ready to look at the command itself.
my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 
work out your salvation   - that’s the command
Many pages have been written, and numerous sermons preached on what it means to work out one’s salvation.  Long, involved word studies going back to the derivation and etymology of the word has lead to countless different conclusions – most of which are simply beliefs the authors already had about salvation that they are trying to support.
What exactly does this word mean, and what does it mean in this context?
The word appears 22 times in the NT, all but 2 in Paul, and it is not a very complicated word.  It just means "do"
When the Bible talks about someone committing a sin, this is sometimes the word used for “commit.” (Ro.1:27, 2:9)
It appears several times in Ro.7
15 I do not understand what I do. 
17 As it is , it is  no longer I myself who do it, but it is  sin living in me. 
18 I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is  no longer I who do it, but it is  sin living in me that does it. 
It just means to do something – to carry something out.
Continue to do your salvation – continue to carry on being a Christian.  Your salvation is not just something you have – it is  something you do.  Something you carry out.
So what does it mean to carry out your salvation?  Paul makes it very easy for us to answer that question by the sentence structure.  
Just as you have always obeyed, continue to carry on with your salvation
carry on with your salvation = obey
Salvation is a matter of obedience.  Conversion is an act of obedience, and the Christian life is a life of obedience. 
CONVERSION = AN ACT OF OBEDIENCE 
-Ro.6:17,18 – Paul describes their conversion this way: though you used to be slaves to sin, You wholeheartedly obeyed the …teaching …18 you have been set free from sin.
-II Thes.1:8 - ref to unbelievers: those who do not obey the Gospel
-I Pe.4:17 - ref to unbelievers: those who do not obey the Gospel
-II Pe.2:21 - ref to apostates: those who turned their backs on the sacred commandment
AND THE CHRIASTIAN LIFE = A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE
Their are not 2 categories of believers: obedient + disobedient 
All Christians = obeyers  (like complainer, joker, giver)
Obedience 
There are over 700 imperatives in the Epistles (1819 in the NT).
Obedience is what God wants from us.  There are literally hundreds of things God has told us to do, and He expects us to do them.  And there are hundreds of other things He has told commanded us not to do, and He expects us not to do them.
This is why we must utterly reject what is known as quietism.  Quietism is the view that we are to expend no effort in the Christian life (Let go and let God).  Bob George is now probably the most well-know proponent.  
Based on vv. like Gal 3:3 Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? they conclude that we are not to put any effort into living the Christian life.
They say if you are trying hard, you are working in the flesh.
But if God were trying to tell us not to put forth any effort, giving us hundreds of commands would be a strange way to do it.
We are not passive, and both salvation and sanctification does involve our effort.
2Co 7:1 let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. 
There is a word used 11 times in the NT that means “to make every effort, to put forth a concerted effort, to work hard” (spouda,sw).  If God wanted us to be passive, why it is hard to explain how that word could exist in the NT –
Eph.4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit.
2Ti 2:15  Make every effort to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed
Heb 4:9  There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; …11Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience. 
2Pe 3:14 make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.
2Pe.1:5  make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 8For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Christian life is a life of strenuous effort, and without that effort, we become ineffective and unproductive.
In Php.3 Paul talks about his effort to somehow attain the resurrection from the dead.  12  I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13…one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
1Co 9:24-27  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 
God has given us armor.  He has given us the sword of the Spirit – what are we supposed to do with that?  Stare at it?  
Eph 6:12  our struggle is not against flesh and blood,  We are in hand to hand combat.  If you are in hand to hand combat with a sword, you better be putting for some effort.
Heb 6:12  We do not want you to become lazy,
In Mt.25 we learn that on judgment day God will say to some people, You wicked, lazy servant!  Mt. 25:26
So Paul is calling them to a life of obedience – an continuation of what they have been doing all along.
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence-
This is high praise.
Everyone is on their best behavior when Paul is around, but character is revealed in how you do when you are on your own.
Freedom is a good test of character
 - How do you spend your free time?
 - What do you think about in your free time?
 - How do you spend your spare $?
- What do you do when you are alone?
What you do is determined by external pressure or internal principle.  If you do what is right because of external pressure, you will do wrong when there is negative pressure.
The Philippians were governed by internal principle.  So Paul tells them to continue, but the main point he’s making is that they are to continue obeying, with fear and trembling. 
Humble obedience is absolutely lost in our culture
   I make my own decisions
   I run my own life
   I am in control
I don't have to answer to anyone
   I'm a self-made man
If you have authority over a lot of peeps at work you are successful, but the guy who is on the bottom is getting nowhere in life - even though he has the same occupation as God did when He was on earth: servant
Look at all the heros on TV: they all disobey w/ arrogance, and if they do obey, it is  only in arrogance and disrespect
What a contrast if we come along and say
   I'm a subordinate
   I'm not able to run my own life
   I take orders
   I answer to God
   God made me what I am
 “But wait a minute.  How can that humility really be genuine?  If we are living lives of obedience, don’t we deserve a little credit?  Can’t we take some pride in the fact that we were willing to put forth all that effort and do the hard work of obeying and fighting against our flesh and the devil?  How can he call us to work hard, and then be humble about it?  How can I have genuine humility if I know I’ve chosen to work hard?”
Answer: v.13.
because it is  God who works in you.
See why that’s the foundation for understanding what he is saying?  Just as you have always obeyed, follow Jesus’ example of humble obedience and continue on with your obedience with fear and trembling – with great humility, because it is  God who works in you…
Ro 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son,
2Co 3:5-6  Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6He has made us competent 
2Co 3:18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 
Col.3:10 your new self is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
So God is working in us.  He’s changing us.  He’s conforming us closer and closer to the image of Christ.  
But how does He do it?  What exactly does He do in you to bring about the righteous life He desires?
Some say that He works in opposition to your will.  
Your will is in bondage to sin, it is  utterly evil, and so God simply overrides it, and replaces your sins with good works.
Others that He works in spite of your will.
It doesn’t really matter what you decide – it is all a work of God.
Others say, “No, He works in cooperation with your will.”   You do your part, and He does His.  He supplies the strength, and you can utilize that strength or ignore it.  He provides the raw materials, but ultimately what happens is up to you.
Which of those three options is true?  The first two don’t even make sense unless you are going to say that God forces you do to good against your will.  But that could hardly be described as obedience. 
So most people settle on that third option: God provides the resources, but it is entirely up to you to decided to use them.  
That’s why many Christians are so discouraged about their sin.  They don’t seem to have the will to resist certain temptations.  And if all God does is provide the strength, but it is up to me to change my will – how do I do that?
I don’t think any of those three options square with Scripture.  
So exactly how does God bring about righteousness in our lives?
How does God change us while leaving our free will in tact?  
Think about what determines your actions:
Everything you ever do begins with a desire for something.  You get out of bed in the morning because you have a desire to make a living.  You decide to face up to a painful situation, because you have a desire to have that rectified.  
So everything you do begins with a desire.  You have a desire for some outcome, and as soon as that desire becomes stronger than your desire for any alternative, you go to the next step and make a decision.
After you have made the decision to do something, the next step is that you carry it out.  
So everything you do happens because it started with a desire, which led to a decision, which led to an action.
So what does God do?
13 for it is  God who works in you to will and to act
He works on our desires and decisions and actions.  That’s not quietism.  He doesn’t obey for us.  We are responsible to obey, and we are culpable if we disobey.
How do we harmonize the facts that on the one hand we have responsibility to chose and act a certain way, but on the other hand it is  God who is the author of our spiritual lives?  
One way to think about it is  that we work on obedience, and God works on us.  
Everything is determined by our will and actions.  God does work good in our lives, but only through our will and actions.   Ultimately, we only end up doing the things that come from a desire and then a decision – coming from our own will.
You are where you are because God worked in you to influence your will and actions. 
Isa.26:12 all that we have accomplished you have done for us. 
If you obey, it is you who do it.  But once you do it, you realize it was God who influenced you to do it.
That’s why it is wrong to understate your own righteousness.  If God has worked in you to produce righteousness, and then you disparage that in some kind of false humility, you are demeaning what God has done.
God does not override your will, He influences it.  It is still your will.  But God is at work inside you repairing a loose wire over here, re-attaching a dead connection over there…
Exactly how does He influence our will and actions?  It doesn’t say.  
I’m sure there are countless ways:
- He brings some memory to mind at the right moment
- He causes you to walk into a certain situation with certain people that will have a specific effect on your will
- We know He uses trials and suffering
- He will bring other people in your life who influence your will
- You do something good, and God reaches inside your soul and makes a connection between that good thing and some favorable feeling
- Maybe He makes a connection between some sin and some painful feeling to help you develop an aversion to that sin you wouldn’t otherwise have.
- He opens your eyes to specific truths that will bring you down a certain path
- He gives you a sense of discomfort with your present spiritual condition.
Ever get tears in your eyes because you are so sick and tired of the same sin?  That’s God working on your will.
- He generates an appetite for righteousness, virtue, godliness.  You read about some godly person and suddenly you are gripped with an intense desire to be like that.

Whatever method He uses, it is important that we keep in mind 2 vital truths:
We are responsible to carry out our salvation.
Once we do so, we ought to maintain humility about it, because when we look back we will see that it was God who worked in us to influence us to chose and act they way we did.
Take a look at  1 Co.15
Those are not contradictory truths.  We see them throughout Scripture.  
1Co.15:10  by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. 
Paul was a great Apostle, he spread the Gospel around the world.  He wrote 13 books in the NT.  He was probably the single most influential man to ever live other than Christ himself (or Adam).  
But he didn’t take credit.  He said God did it.  God caused all that.  It was God’s gracious gift – undeserved.  He was a great man, but God made him a great man.
How did that happen.  Did Paul just lay in bed and say, “I’m letting go and letting God!”?
Look at the rest of the v.  No, I worked harder than all of them
Paul was what he was because he worked harder than all the other Apostles.  God made him great, but he didn’t do it in opposition to Paul’s own will.  Somehow He influenced Paul’s will, so that Paul ended up, by his own free will, deciding to work hard.
This is illustrated in the exodus.  Moses and the Israelites were fleeing Pharaoh’s army, they get stuck a the Red Sea, they are hemmed in and here comes Pharaoh. 
They start getting fearful, but in Ex 14:13 Moses says "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today.  The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still." 
Stand still and watch God deliver you.
Then in the very next verse God responds: 15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
It is not “Stand still and watch God work,” it is “move on and watch God work.”
That event is a great illustration of the way God works in our hearts.
So the fact that it is  God who is at work in us should not be a motivation for inaction, it should be a motivation for tremendous action.  
Why Does God Do It?
It is important that you know what God’s motivation is, so you will see how committed He is to it.  We need to know how important all this is to God.
according to (for the sake of, or in order to achieve) his good purpose (pleasure). 
It is all for His pleasure.  That’s the point of everything.  
Is that an astonishing thought?  That you could do something that would bring God pleasure?  It seems unbelievable – Darrell Ferguson can will something that would bring satisfaction to a transcendent infinitely holy God?
Uppermost in God’s mind is His own pleasure.  The pleasures of God are the highest good, and so that’s God’s highest priority, and since He is all-powerful there is nothing that deters Him from accomplishing that in which He most delights.  And He delights in you being a certain way, and so He is at work to bring that about.
Your obedience is important to Him.  It glorifies Him.  Every time you obey it announces to the whole universe that God is worthy of you trust.  That He is a more worthy object of your pleasure than sin.  That His Word is to be trusted more than carnal desire.
If you are a little kid, and your mom, for her good pleasure, is laboring to clean the living room, you would be ill advised to start throwing dirt all over right while she is doing that.  If you do anything to that living room while she is laboring hard to clean it, you better do it with fear and trembling.
If your spouse is laboring hard to do the dishes out of an intense desire for a clean kitchen, you would be ill-advised to go in there, right while that is happening, and make a big mess, then walk away.  If you do anything to the kitchen at that moment – you better put some thought into what you are going to do, and do it with fear and trembling.
Take a moment to think about God – the Person.  Not some floating force out there somewhere, not some impersonal, ethereal, vague, abstract concept.  Think about a person with intelligence and emotion and will – and attention, and He has His attention focused on you.  He is laboring, working on you.  He is working inside you – working at influencing your will.  Laboring at shaping your actions so that they bring pleasure to Him.
With that in mind, it is  with fear and trembling that you will decide or do anything.  
This is not a reference primarily to fear of judgment.  Not a fear of what He may do to us.  It is  a fear of what we may do to Him and to His work.
This should be a constant motivation for us.  This study has had a huge impact on me this week.  Every time I have faced the least temptation, all this comes rushing into my mind – God is working hard, earnestly toward the opposite of what I’m tempted with right now.
Think about your own life right now.  What point of obedience needs attention?  What relationship needs to change?  What earthly thing is there that is weighing your life down and keeping you from full-commitment?  
Ask God, “What do you want me to give up?  What do you want me to start doing?  What do you want me to want?
 Change my heart O God.  Make it ever true.  Change my heart O God, may I be like You.  You are the Potter.  I am the clay.  Mold me and make me – this is what I pray.”
The must be a constant awareness.  There is never a moment when you can say, “I can safely spend this moment in neglect of my soul.”
Eph.3:20-21  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
Perhaps you need to make a decision in your life.  Now is the time.




