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Part 7- He became obedient to death   Php.2:8

6 Who, being in the very form of God, did not consider that equality with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very form of a servant, being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-even death on a cross! 
He was by nature human, but that’s not the point here.  The reason appearance is emphasized is looking like God in heaven gets you glory.  Looking like a salve on earth gets you spit upon, beaten, mistreated, marginalized and ultimately killed.
The emphasis is on the appearance to us, from our perspective.  There is a reason for that.  
It is one thing to condescend, it is another thing to do it without anyone knowing.  Jesus became so human that to everyone who saw Him, He appeared to be only human.
Sometimes we are willing to humble ourselves, but even then we usually want the person to know exactly how much we are sacrificing.  
“Uh, that was mine…but, I guess you can have it.”
Some secretary tells you to get a mop and clean up a mess – “Did you know I’m the chairman of the Board of this corporation?  But that’s OK, I’ll clean it up.”
Jesus could have been born with a halo.  He could have walked around with an entourage of glorious angels.  But He lowered Himself so low, He was absolutely indistinguishable from all the other humans.   Almost all His life everyone just thought He was just another nobody.
In fact, He appeared so human, so ordinary, that they couldn’t accept His teaching.  When He taught, they had the feeling they were listening to the mind of God Himself, but then they would shake that feeling off when they took a good look at Him.
Mt.13:54-57  Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. 55"Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 57And they took offense at him. 
And so He revealed to them who He really was – He performed astonishing miracles and let loose His divine power and they said, “This man has a demon.”
So God became a man.  He took on human flesh, and that incarnation is what we celebrate at Christmas time.  The symbol we tend to use to show Christ in His humiliation is that nativity scene.  He began in the highest heaven, and came all the way down.  And how could He go any lower than that – a helpless infant laying in a feed trough, 100% dependent upon a couple teenagers for His survival.  
But that wasn’t the lowest point.  He hadn’t finished His descent yet.
8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient 
Obedience is a word that offends most people when applied to them.  How many consider yourself to be obedient?  If the people at work, when you aren’t around, say, “Boy is he smart.” – you would like that.  Or if they said, “Is she ever a hard worker” you would be pleased.  But what if you overheard your co-workers saying, “One thing about him, he is obedient.”
Most people wouldn’t be so thrilled about that.  More likely they would be embarrassed.  
To be a slave is a humble place.  But to be an obedient slave is even more of a humiliation.
to death
You would have thought that at some point short of this He would have said, “Stop.  That’s enough.”
Inevitably, when you are dealing with someone who has been offended, and is mad at someone else, no matter how much you show them the principle of vv.3,4, it has no effect, because they will always say, “I understand that – but this is an exceptional case.  For me to humble myself in this case…that would just be taking it too far.”
How far do we take this?  Humility will go as far as the need requires.  What drove Jesus to this?  Our great need.
How far are we to take this?  Literally to the death.  Ask yourself this question, “Will it kill me to humble myself in this situation?  Will it literally result in my physical death?”  If so, perhaps you should still do it.  Just because it would cost you your life doesn’t necessarily mean anything.
This is where you separate the involved from the committed.  It is one thing to be involved, it is another to be committed.
The Kamikaze pilot who flew 50 missions was involved but not committed.
What is your most prized possession?  Is there a limit to what you would give up?
It is interesting that for Jesus that was an act of obedience.  For the rest of us death is inevitable.  You will die whether you are willing to or not.
Only for a divine being could death be a matter of obedience.  It was obedience to the Father.  Everything about Jesus’ death was voluntary. Jn 10:17-18   The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life-only to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 
  
-even death on a cross! 
Not just any death.  The most painful and humiliating kind of death they used.
When Paul was writing this, he knew very well that there as a chance he himself would someday be executed by Rome, but he had no fear that it would be a death by crucifixion (he was a Roman citizen).  So you can imagine the feeling Paul had as He wrote about his Lord becoming obedient to the point of death…even death on a cross.
This mode of execution was so horrible that the very word “cross” was considered an obscenity and was not to be uttered in polite Roman company (Obrian p.231).
Crucifixion was a form of execution that was considered by the Romans to be too degrading for a human being, and so it was reserved mostly for slaves – for people they did not consider to be human beings.
Jesus came so low that not only did He appear as a human, but they regarded Him as less than human.
The shame was a horrible part.  The utter humiliation of hanging naked in front of a merciles, jeering crowd.  The staggaring inconguity of the King of kings being subjected tot thtat.  Heb.12:2 says Jesus endured the cross for the joy set before Him, but it also says He despised the shame that went along with it.
But the worst part about the cross wasn’t the physical pain or the shame.  It was the curse of God.  Jesus Christ led a spotless, sinless life.  He abhorred sin with all His being, utterly hated it, and never committed a single sin in thought or deed or motive.  
But on the cross He took upon Himself all the guilt of all sin, and bore the full wrath of God – the equivalent of the punishment of all human beings in hell for all eternity.  I believe that happened at the moment when He cried out about God forsaking Him.
As He hung on the cross, from below Him came the mocking rejection, of the merciless, vicious crowd.  
From all around Him no doubt Satan and all his host tormented Him to the most extreme degree imaginable – using every conceivable resource of evil at their disposal.  
And worse than all that from above Him came raining down the infinite, unrestrained fury of the wrath of God held back for all the ages.
And from within came the bitter cry, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”
How great our guilt must have been to require this!
Remember the point of this passage.  If He could do all that for you, can you just overlook that offense?  Can you just give up some of your puny little privileges?  Can you put out of your mind that little insulting comment?  Can you humble yourself?
Something this passage doesn’t explicitly mention is why Jesus had to die – although it is  implied.  Jesus’ death on the cross was an act of obedience.  By dying on the cross, Jesus was obeying God.
Why would God require this of a spotless, sinless person?  
2Co 5:20-21  We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
Ro 5:6-9  at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
It goes on to say that it is  possible, now, to be justified before God by Christ’s blood.
Every one in this room has fallen far short of God’s law.  Every one of us is guilty, we have sinned knowingly, repeatedly, extensively against the most holy, pure being in existence.  We are guilty of cosmic treason, and our doom was sealed.
Our doom was so sure, and our predicament so dire, that our only hope was for God Himself to invade our world, become one of us, and bear the punishment we have coming on Himself.
Jesus said that if a person believes this, and if you are willing to entrust your life to Him, you can be forgiven for everything!
He asks a lot.  Entrusting your life to Him means trusting Him alone for eternal life – not in your own efforts.  It means giving your life to Him.  Living your life for Him instead of for yourself.
Jn.1:4  In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.  
10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God- 
“Love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my soul, my all”
Jesus is the light of the world.  He brought light into this world.  Because of our sin, our hearts are dark, and can only be lit by the light of Christ.  Those who are here who have given their lives completely to Christ – every one of them – will tell you that there is no more wonderful, important thing in their lives than having the light of Christ in their hearts – to be out of the darkness spiritually, and to be clean and forgiven.
As we light these candles, give some thought to that.



