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Part 2 - Humility  Php.2:3 


Do nothing (supplied) perhaps “phroneo” from v.2 is to be supplied.
 out of kata Do nothing that is in accordance with – or that smells of…
Selfish Ambition
selfish ambition or vain conceit 
selfish ambition (NAS selfishness  KJV strife) has to do with what you do, and vain conceit has to do with the way you think.
It is  crucial that we not be selfish in our actions or thoughts.
Gk word: erithia was used of those who campaign for office, trying to gain a following, courting pop applause, self-promotion. – He’s saying “Don’t live your life that way.”
It is similar to our word “narcissism” – a self love, an excessive concern for one’s comfort.
It carries the idea of someone who is for hire – like a prostitute who will trade her dignity for gain.  A person with selfish ambition will sell his soul for prominence or gain of some kind. Selfish ambition is all the time you spend thinking, “How can I get what I want?”  (we try to legitimize it by saying, “How can I get what I need?”  Really we have no needs other than God.)  
What kinds of things do we want?
Money
I don’t know about you, but I like money.  They say money can’t buy happiness, but I’ve noticed that a lot of times money is the only thing standing between me and 18 holes of golf.  Money will enable you to give people gifts, money will get you a meal and desert at the Cheesecake factory, it will buy you a new outfit, shoes, jacket, etc. Having some disposable money can make shopping a lot more fun.  They will let you in to a movie theater or a Dinner theater or Eliches or Water World – if you just give them enough money. Money will buy you a diamond ring, a Ford Explorer, a hotel room, a week in Can Cun, a bigger house. We want a lot of that stuff, which means we want money.
Food
I could go for some right now.  We make a lot of decisions in life based on food.  We arrange our schedules around eating.  Every few hours we have to have something that tastes good and that we are in the mood for.
Amusement
We don’t ever want to be bored. We want that pleasant feeling of being amused all the time.  We want to laugh and to have a good time.  We want a regular diet of fun.
Affection
Not everything we want is petty.  Some things we want come from passionate longings from way down deep inside us.  We want people to love us, and we want certain people to be affectionate to us.  We want our spouses to stop thinking of themselves and to pay more attention to us. Wives want their husbands to be more romantic and to pay more attention to the family, and to help more around the house. Husbands want their wives to be more responsive to them. Children want their parents to spend more time with them.
Respect
We want people to take us seriously.  We want people to be impressed with us, and to speak well of us behind our back. We want a certain amount of standing among the people we are around.  We want to be regarded as important, smart, funny, enjoyable to be around (work, school, family).
Comfort
We want the inconveniences of our lives to be done away with.  We want to feel good.  We want to feel better physically.  We want to feel better emotionally.  We want to be rid of our depression.  We want to be rid of our fear.  We want to be rid of our uncertainty and anxiety.  We just want to feel better.
We all want those things, but there are two kinds of people – people who spend their time, energy, thoughts, on gaining those things, and people who spend their time, energy and thoughts giving those things. If you spend yourself on gaining those things, you are guilty of selfish ambition.  Satan will try to deceive you into thinking that God fulfills your spiritual needs, but these things have to do with physical and emotional needs, and so it is up to us to try to get those needs met.  The truth is God is the one and only one who can fulfill any of your needs.  
“But I need respect from my wife” or “I need affection from my husband” and it will only have meaning coming from them.  I don’t deny that, but it is  God who is in ultimate control.  God could bring circumstances into your spouse’s life to change them and make them what you long for.  God is in ultimate control of every provision – He is the One who can enable your spouse to be what you long for.
And true joy comes from contentment, and contentment says, “God, whatever you provide I will be grateful for, and whatever you withhold, and whatever pain you allow – I’ll humbly accept from Your hand.  Whatever you give me is enough.  I’m willing to live the rest of my life that way if that’s Your desire.”  That’s what it means to say, “The LORD is my portion.”  The LORD is my Shepherd, and that’s all I want.  That’s all I need.” 
Selfish ambition is deceptive.  It seems like working toward those things will bring satisfaction and fulfillment, and yet a narcissistic life is the surest ticket to misery.  Making it your goal to feel better is the surest ticket to a life of frustration and the worst kind of discomfort.
We all have a deep longing for God, and the more focused you become on Him, the more fulfilled you will be.  Satan takes that very longing, and disguises it for a longing for something else – something that doesn’t satisfy. It is like if the signals in your body got disoriented so when you got thirsty you would crave sawdust.  Then you would drink glass after glass of sawdust, and remain thirsty.  When someone told you to drink water, you would say, “But that’s not what I want.”
Paul says Do nothing out of selfish ambition.  As you go through your day, every waking hour you are thinking about something.  Much of that time you have to have your mind focused on some certain thing – all the rest of the time is free time.  You think about whatever is important to you.  You have the choice – “Am I going to think about how to get the things I want, or about how to give others the things they want?”
All this is determined by your level of contentment.  People who live lives of grasping to gain more and more of these things are people who are not content.  And lack of contentment is a serious sin. 
Selfish ambition says, “OK God, here is what I require to be happy.  Hand it over, or I’ll be mad!”  Think of what you think when your kids have that attitude at Christmas.   
Contentment says, “Although I have desires for these things, I am willing to do without them if that’s what you want, Lord.  I won’t devote my life to gaining these things.  I’ll leave them in your hands.  If you withhold them, that’s fine.  I’ll trust Your judgment, and be content with what you give.  If you do give them, I’ll be grateful.”
This is a fitting topic for this time of year.  You could say the opposite of selfish ambition is gratitude which only comes through contentment.  
I was interested to read in Thr. paper Scripts Howard poll of 1005 people that our nation is mostly pro-Thanksgiving.  In fact, Thanksgiving is our nation’s most observed holiday.  More people celebrate Thanksgiving than celebrate the 4th of July or Christmas.  92% planned a family gathering.  83% say they planned to pray a prayer of thanks before the meal.  65% believe God has intervened to make ours a free and secure country.
So we are real big on saying “thank you” to God once a year.  And I’m glad.  That’s wonderful. There is a big difference, however, between saying “thank you” and being thankful.  If you want to gauge how thankful our country really is, don’t ask how many people plan on having a family get together on Thanksgiving, watch them the rest of the year and see if they are content, or if they are living their lives primarily to gain more and more of the stuff they want.
I thought it was fascinating that in the same survey, while 65% of people are confident that our freedom in the USA is from God, most people do not believe God is responsible for our wealth.  Only 46% see our material blessings as coming from God.  That’s because they spend their whole lives scratching and fighting for all the material things they have, and so they think they deserve all the credit for gaining them.
Our society is mired in this sin.  We have a whole country of voters who by the millions don’t care about the well-being of the country or future generations, they vote solely on the basis of voting themselves benefits. (both Democrats and Republicans) During the campaign I saw numerous interviews of college students who, one after another, said, “It doesn’t seem like either candidate is going to give anything to me, so I’m not going to vote at all.”  
The sin of selfish ambition, when you think about what it really is, is an ugly sin, and it sinks to it is lowest, ugliest point in the sin of envy.  Envy is the end result of covetousness.  Covetousness wants what you have.  That’s one thing.  But Envy just simply resents you for having what you have.
Kids at an overnight – no one can sleep on the bed.  “I’ll be happier if you are uncomfortable.” This sin is evidenced in our whole infatuation with the concept of fairness.  God is just, and God is gracious, but God is not fair, and there are many people who refuse to be Christians because of that.  We worship fairness in our culture, and the whole concept of fairness, in many ways, is nothing but this very sin.  Fairness says, “It is not fair unless I have at least as much as you.  It is wrong if I don’t have everything you have.  If I have as much as you, that’s OK.  If I have more than you, that’s OK, but it is not fair if I have less then you.”
As a result of that, there is a general dislike in our country directed at rich people.  So much so that all a politician has to say is, “My opponent wants to have policies that will benefit the rich” and he gains millions of votes.  Those rich people already have something we don’t have, and so we resent them, and we don’t want anything good to happen to them.
Envy is an ugly sin.  It is bad enough for me to say, “I wish I had a million dollars.”  But it is far worse to say, “I hate you because you have a million dollars, and I won’t rest until you don’t have it any more.”
We need to resist the temptation of spending that time thinking, “How can I get what I want?”  Instead it should be “How can I give?”  This is not a virtue that you just tack on to your life at the margin somewhere – it touches almost every moment of every day. 
Vain Conceit
Pride.  This is the attitude that is behind the lifestyle of selfish ambition.  The reason we spend our time thinking about how to get what we want is because we think we are ultimately important.  The term is an interesting one.  It is made from the term glory and the term empty.  We tend to think we are of great importance, but that importance we imagine we have is empty – baseless.  
On what basis are you justified in spending all your time thinking about yourself?  God has entrusted me with a mind and a body, a spiritual gift, a task in this life, and the resources I need to carry it out – and I only have this life to do it – just this mist of a life, just this blink of an eye in comparison to eternity.  On what basis am I justified in spending my time focused on myself?
God hates pride. Jas.4:6 resist Satan. (fight against)  4:5 God resists the proud!  The action we are to take against Satan is the same action God takes against us if we are proud!!!
So when we become proud we place ourselves in the shoes of God’s enemies.  
God so hates pride, when in Pr.6:16-17 He lists 7 things that He hates, the very first one is haughty eyes. 
Pride is the very essence of sin. (1st temptation)
This comes as a shock to the world.  They think pride is a virtue.  “I’ve got my pride.”  In our country especially, many people believe the number one most important virtue is self-esteem (pride).  And you can buy books by the truckload from Christian bookstores telling you that we should all seek to increase our self-esteem.
2Ti 3:1-4   But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, …4 conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God
 There will be a terrible time in the last days – if you can imagine – when people will be esteemers of themselves. 
The result is a generation of young people who are so dominated by self love that they many schools are literally out of control.  There is fighting that is unprecedented – even killing.  
And the counselors keep saying, “The solution is to get them to love themselves even more.”
Self esteem is not the solution to our problems, it is the cause.  “But isn’t there anything good about self esteem?  What about the person who is so paralyzed with feelings of inadequacy and insecurity that he can’t even function is society?
What about the teenager who hates herself so much that she is thinking of killing herself?  Don’t those people need a little self-esteem?”
No.  They need less.  They have those problems because they esteem themselves too much.  
A person who is paralyzed because of feelings of inadequacy is like that because he is consumed with thinking about himself and what everyone thinks of him.  He is too self-focused.
The solution to that is to learn humility – that is, to stop focusing on himself and what people think, and start concerning himself with others.  Now maybe a person like that needs to learn self-confidence, which is not sin.  But he doesn’t need more self love.  
As for the girl who hates herself so much she wants to die – she doesn’t hate herself. Eph.5:29 no one ever hated his own flesh.  Her whole problem is that she loves herself too much. 
That’s why she’s upset.  She is in pain, and since she loves herself, she doesn’t want to be in pain, and so she is seeking an end to the pain.  If she really did hate herself, she would be glad that she is in pain.  But if you love someone, you weep when they suffer.  That’s why you weep when you suffer, because you love yourself.
Self-love destroys a person and destroys others.  That’s one reason why God hates it so much.
It was Satan’s pride that got him thrown down from heaven.
It was pride that plunged the human race into sin, resulting in all the pain and suffering and agony that we see around us.
It was pride that motivated the first murder when Cain murdered his brother out of envy in Gn.4.
It was pride that motivated the next murder a few vv. later, when Lamch bragged to his wives that he murdered a man just for injuring him.  He boasted that he was ten times more proud than Cain.
Did you know it was out of pride and envy that they killed the Lord Jesus Christ?  Mt.27:18 says that even Pilot knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 
Pride is behind all sin, and the more heinous the sin, the more obvious the pride that’s behind it.  If you sit down and think of the worst atrocities you can think of that human beings have carried out, in most cases there is no real motive other than the unrestrained ego of the one who did it.
From Nebuchadnezzer, to Nero, to Hitler.  The harm that is perpetrated on the human race comes from pride, and the most egregious harm is inflicted by the most proud.
It is amazing – the world is so blind, they have taken the two ugliest, most destructive sins – pride and selfish ambition, and made them into virtues.
But God knows the harm they cause, and so He tells us Do nothing out of selfish ambition or pride
Barnes
Probably there is no command of the Bible which would have a wider sweep than this, or would touch on more points of human conduct, if fairly applied. Who is there who passes a single day without, in some respect, desiring to display himself? What minister of the gospel preaches, who never has any wish to exhibit his talents, eloquence, or learning? How few make a gesture, but with some wish to display the grace or power with which it is  done! Who, in conversation, is always free from a desire to show his wit, or his power in argumentation, or his skill in repartee? Who plays at the piano without the desire of commendation? Who thunders in the senate, or goes to the field of battle; who builds a house, or purchases an article of apparel; who writes a book, or performs a deed of benevolence, altogether uninfluenced by this desire? If all could be taken out of human conduct which comes from pride and selfish ambition, how small a portion would be left!
This command reaches in and touches every moment of our lives.
In fact, take a look at  Mt.5:3 - this hits at the very heart of what it means to be a Christian.  The reason so many millions reject Christianity is because of the requirement of humility.  
verse 3b

But in Humility…

No one can be saved without humility.  Jesus said Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs and theirs alone is the Kingdom of Heaven.
What does it mean to be poor in spirit?  Does not mean self-deprecating, low confidence, fearful, timid, etc.
The Greek word for “poor” is penhj This means to be so poor it is  obvious by looking, and the person is reduced to manual labor in undesirable jobs.  This is the person who is so poor he can barely scratch out a living.
There is another word for poor.  ptwcoj
term.  There is a very clear, distinct difference in meaning (Colin Brown, v.2, p.820).
This term refers to total destitution.  This person doesn’t have small resources, he has none.  It is n’t difficult for him to scratch out a living – it is  impossible.
from the root pth (to crouch in fear, to cower in shame or fear)
This term is associated with misery.  The ptwcoj are that way because something horrible happened to them.
This term was avoided by classical Greek writers (such as Philo) because it was an offensive This is the term Jesus uses.  It is an offensive term.
Would have been very vivid (may ptwcoj were there – v.24 various diseases (a diseased crowd), pain, paralyzed, demonized, crippled, etc.)
An ugly bunch – despised. 
Jesus: When you get to the point spiritually like these folks, you have it made.
in spirit
on the inside.  
Jesus: “Those people who are empty on the inside – they have it made.  Those people who look inside themselves and find nothing, they are the lucky ones.”
This is revolutionary.  It was revolutionary for them and us.  Everything we ever hear about success says, “Rugged individualism.  Self-reliance.  Reach down deep in your own soul.  Believe in yourself, and you can do anything.  Self-esteem.  Self-confidence.  Self- love.  You are the answer to your problems.  Everything you need is within you.”
Even Xianity is beginning to feed on pride.
Human rel. always has.
All human religion is based on pride.  There are millions of people around the world seeking access to the K, and working hard (prayers, rituals, good deeds, etc.)  These people are rich in spirit.  They are full on the inside – have a lot to offer God.  They are shut out of the K.
Jesus comes along and says, The real winners are the ones with no resources on the inside.   Try selling that message.  “How to be a nobody.”
“Everybody wants to be somebody” – John Maxwel - #1 truth about people
Reach down deep inside yourself.  If you find something good there, you are disqualified.
Ever gone through a tragedy and felt empty inside -  YOU have got it made!
Jesus’ slogan: Mine will be a kingdom of beggars!  Join me – go from riches to rags.  There won’t be a chicken in every pot – no one will be able to afford a pot. (spiritually)
Is this hard to take?  Does it kind of shock your sensibilities?  If  not I’m not doing a good job representing it.
I need to alert you to a rhetorical device: 
When Jesus says the K is for the poor is spirit, the point is that it is  for those who realize they are poor in spirit.  All of us are spiritually bankrupt in ourselves.  Every human being is really ptwcoj in sp.  No one is actually rich in spirit – having something to offer God.  But it is  those people who think they are rich in spirit who disqualify themselves.
What does this look like in a person?  What are these people like?
Their personalities are dominated by confidence 
If a person stands in front of a group and says, “We need $10,000.”  If a beggar is there, what will he do?  Look in his wallet?  No – he will look around.  It doesn’t even occur to him to look in his w – he doesn’t even have one.  His only reflex is to look to others.
Those who are penhj look in their wallets, then elsewhere.  The rich just pull out the $.
If you are in a board meeting, and someone says, “Let’s do this for the Lord.”  the rich in spirit will look within themselves to see if they think they can pull it off.  The penhj in spirit will look within themselves, see that they can’t, and then say, “Well, maybe God will help…”
But the ptwcoj just look strait to God as a reflex.  What do they see?  Infinite recourses.  So they are the most confident ones there.  The rich in spirit look within themselves and say, “It can’t be done.  We don’t have the recourses.”  The penhj look within themselves and then to God and say, “Maybe we could pull it off…”  But the ptwcoj don’t have any doubt.  If they are convinced it is  God’s will, they just say, “What are we waiting for?  Let’s go!”
(David). 
Theirs (alone) is the Kingdom of heaven
In each beatitude the pronoun is in the emphatic position.  The emphasis on theirs (theirs alone).




