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Col.3:12b    Kindness		tape 77b 	6-3-2001
(how-loving-03-2001 – Part 03 – Kindness)
	11 …Christ is all and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
	The fact that you are chosen, holy and dearly loved by the Person who is the only one Who really matters – that has some hefty implications.
	Christ, who is everything, has chosen you.  
Christ, who is everything that matters, has set you apart as special.  
Christ, who is all and is in all, dearly loves you.
	That has some profound implications for they way you should live.  We should come to an understanding of how much we are loved, so that we can love.
	It’s hard to love if you are not loved.  The more you are loved, the easier it is to love.
	Go back a few pages in your Bible 2 books earlier to Eph.3
Eph 3:17-18  …I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge-that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 
Have you ever taken a close look at that verse?  Look at the beginning of v.19. I pray that you …may have power, …to know
	Stop right there.  Does that strike you as odd – praying that someone you are writing to may know something?  Why not just tell them?
	If I grab the car keys and head out to the garage, I don’t tell Tracy, “I’m praying that you will know where I’m going.”  If just come right out and tell her.
	So why does Paul just pray that they will know it?  Why not just come right out and tell them?  It wouldn’t be that hard.  It’s really pretty easy.  All he has to say is, “Christ’s love is infinitely wide, long, high and deep.”
	So why doesn’t he just tell them that?  Why does he need to pray about it? 
	The answer is in the rest of the verse: I pray that you may know this love that surpasses knowledge
	When Paul prays for this to happen, he is praying for a miracle.  What he is saying is, “My prayer is that you may know the unknowable.  That you may fathom the unfathomable.”
	It’s not something you can just explain to someone.  That’s not the kind of knowledge Paul has in mind.  It involves information, to be sure, but goes way beyond being aware of facts about God’s love.
	This is the knowledge of personal experience.
	I think it’s significant that Paul uses the word grasp in v.18.  It’s katalamba,nw – to seize.  It is used of a demon seizing a person and causing convulsions, or of someone being arrested or captured.
	Paul: I pray that God would enable you to hunt this truth down and capture it.  I pray that somehow by a supernatural act of God you might be able to pursue the concept of the vastness of God’s love to the point where you could start to be effected by the implications of His love being that vast.
	I pray for such a profound awareness in your heart of the colossal, expansive nature of God’s love for you, 19 …that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  
	What does that mean?  
	The other day Josiah was with me on my walk and wanted to make conversation, so he said, “So, what’s the big idea?”  
“I don’t know.  What’s your big idea?”
“I don’t have a big idea.”
So we went ahead and just talked about small ideas.
	There are little ideas and big ideas, and by the time we get to the end of v.19, I think even Paul is in way over his head.
	I’m afraid I am not able to detail for you precisely what it means to be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  I will venture this much though: I think it’s pretty safe to say that would be the greatest possible thing that could happen to a person.
	Surely we can all agree that there is nothing your mind could ever dream up that could come anywhere near as profoundly wonderful as being filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
	Another thing I know for sure is when I read about that, I want that for me, and I want that for you.  That’s not a bad measure of the success of a church (“How is your church going?”  “Not bad – the people are filled to the measure of the fullness of God.”)
	Back to Col.3 – we are told to put on these virtues, and we found that we will only have success doing that when we understand how much love we have been shown by God.
	We looked last week at God’s compassion.  Now let’s look at the next area of love we are to put on is kindness.
	Kindness
	Definition
kindness crhsto,thj A kind, gracious, sweet disposition.
	It’s used of wine that has become mellow with age and lost its harshness 
	It’s the counterpart to sternness. (Ro.11:22)  Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 
	This word is used to describe the beneficial actions that result from the attitude of compassion.
	In Gn.26 Isaac kept digging wells, and then people would come along and want to argue over the water rights.  And instead of fighting over them, Isaac just moved on and dug another well somewhere else, and someone else would start disputing about that one.  Finally he dug one that no one disputed.
	Kindness is like that.  It would rather give to you than fight with you.
	Kind people are easy to get along with, because they say, “If we can’t agree that the well is mine, let’s just agree that it’s yours.  And I’ll move on to somewhere else.”
	How would you like to be married to someone who would rather give to you than fight with you?  How do you think your spouse would like being married to someone like that?  You can’t change your spouse, but you can make your spouse’s wildest dreams come true.
	This same word, when used of objects, means “useful” (Mt.11:30).  Kindness is like being a useful object to someone.
	There are several words for goodness and several for love.  This word is in-between.  It can be translated either way.   kalos or bAj   refer to God’s intrinsic, inherent goodness.  But crhsto,thj refers to when God takes that goodness and fires it in a lazer beam strait at you and makes a direct hit as an act of love.
	It’s God’s goodness directed at you.
	God is Kind
If you made a list of every time this word appears in the Bible, and you threw a dart at the list, chances are the dart would hit a verse that is talking about the kindness of God (used more often of Him than as a command for us).
	God is Kind.  
	Nobody hesitates to say God is loving.  But a lot of Christians struggle with the concept of God’s kindness.  They figure they have to acknowledge His love because of the cross, but they just don’t think of Him as being very nice.
	Maybe you long for some thing or some relationship, and you have trouble believing God is really kind when He is not giving you what you want.
	Or maybe you have suffered some horrible pain.  And since you know God could have prevented it, you just can’t bring yourself to think of God as being kind.
	Maybe you understand He died for you, but you resent the fact that He’s not giving you something you want right now.
	1Pe.2:2-3    Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is kind. 
	If you had any concept at all of how kind God really is – if you have so much as tasted it, you would crave what He has to offer like a newborn craves milk.
	Lk.6:35-36  love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
	The Kindness of God Expressed in Christ
	The ultimate expression of God’s kindness is in Christ.
Eph.2:6,7 God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 
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In the coming ages – the ages that will come after this present age, it is important to God that people and angels and heavenly beings understand exactly how rich His grace really is.  Evidently, up to this point they don’t.  I’m sure the angels have a high view of God’s grace, but it is important to God that in the ages to come it be made more clear exactly how rich and overwhelming His grace is.
	So to accomplish that, He is expressing incredible kindness to us now in Christ.
	Tit 3:3-5  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us
	The cross really settles the issue of whether or not God is kind, but His kindness doesn’t end there. Ro.8:32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
	Every person on the planet has personally experienced the kindness of God, and continues to experience it with every breath he takes.
	Ps 119:64 says that the earth is filled with His love
	Has God not been kind to you?  I would like to have a job in which I sat in an office and listened to people who can’t show kindness to their spouse, because they are mad at God and can’t forgive Him.  Before coming in the office they would have to fill out a form that would help me assess their situation.
	How many arms do you have?  Legs?
Who gave you life? List each time God has caused your heart to beat.  This must be properly footnoted with a comprehensive list of all the benefits of that blood.  
List each time He has given you a breath of air.  That settles it, but there’s more.
	How many drinks of water has he given you?  How many bites of food?  How many nights have you spent sheltered from the elements because you had shelter?
List each item of clothing you have ever had - put an asterisk beside any that fit you properly.
	Please note if you have had to live on a planet that is either too far away or too close to the sun.  Also make a note at the bottom if you have had any difficulty with flying off the face of the earth at 1000 mph because of a failure of God to maintain gravity.
	How many moments have you been free from severe eye pain?  How many days have you not had an ear infection?  Has he blessed you with sight?  the ability to smell?  to taste?  to feel?  to hear?  Can you walk?  Are you deformed? 
	Can you turn your thumbs? use your memory? - attatch a comprehensive list of all the body parts God gave you (you need only go down as far as the cellular level), and a separate list of which ones work.  Also note each thought God has allowed you to have.
	Give a brief description of every injury or illness that you have not had because God protected you.
	List each time you have experienced pleasure.  Be sure to itemize the categories How many times did he allow you to experience a pleasant taste?  smell?  feeling? sight? thought? emotion?
Has God ever provided you any $ or possessions?
Has he ever granted you any responsibility?  
	Provide a list of each time God has caused the sun to rise in the morning and protected you with the atmosphere.  List any raindrops or snowflakes that have benefited you directly or indirectly.
	When you came into the world, did God provide anyone to take care of you?  Please state each thing that any caretaker did for you.   How many people has God given you to love?
	Describe anything that God has revealed to you via creation, as well as a summary of any written revelation he has given.
With God a day is like 1000 years.  How many days has he waited for you to repent?  
	Has God given you the opportunity to know Him?  Has he provided forgiveness for you sins?  (please list each sin and put a star beside each one that did not deserve forgiveness).  
	Did he die for you?  Did he love you before you loved Him?  Has he promised you anything?
	“OK, now tell me about your troubles”  I doubt I would have very many clients, because it’s tough to complain about how you can’t be kind when you are focused on God’s kindness to you.
	Do you realize that God can do anything He wants?  
	We have studied about the eternal blessedness of God – that He has infinite ability to bring about that which pleases Him, and He goes ahead and does it.  So when you read in the Bible that God takes pleasure in something, you know that think ranks among the greatest realities imaginable.
	Did you know that of all the things God could have, He takes pleasure in…loving you when you don’t deserve it?
	He did not need us in any way, but delighted to create us and then love us.
C.S. Lewis: “God, who needs nothing, loves into existence wholly superfluous creatures in order that He may love and perfect them.”
	How much pleasure do you think you personally bring to God?  “Oh, He’s not happy with me.  He’s mad about all these sins I commit, and it’s probably a drag for Him to have me in His kingdom...”
	Ps 147:11  the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love. 
	“OK, maybe He delights in me a little bit when I am especially faithful…”
	A little bit? Zep.3:17  The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.
	He will take great delight in you
God greatly delights in loving you.  
	Jer.32:41  I will rejoice in doing them good
Isa.30:18  the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion.
He is sitting on the edge of His thrown looking for excuses to do good things for you.  He can’t wait.  He is anxious about it.  It’s not just that God is beneficent, but there is an eagerness to His kindness – an urgency.  He doesn’t want to wait, and He never will unless there is an essential reason.
	Ps.23:6 Surly goodness and love will pursue me all the days of my life.  They will track you down.  You couldn’t escape them if you wanted to.
	When over and over in the OT we read that He is slow to anger and abounding in love, we understand that  His anger is sluggishly released.  It is released only after removing a stiff trigger lock, but His love and mercy is on a hair trigger – almost anything will set it off.
	There is another part to the promise.
he will rejoice over you with singing.
Can you imagine what it would be like to hear God singing?  If just the spoken word from His mouth caused all of creation to snap into existence, what is His singing like?  
	Isa.62:5  as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you
	In Jer.32:41 God says I will show you love with all my heart and all my soul.
	And the ultimate expression of that love is seen in that God delights in giving you His kingdom.
Lk.12:32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom
Remember, God is acting here in complete freedom.  He is not under constraint to do something He doesn’t really want to do.  When He gives us His Kingdom, he is acting out His deepest delight.  
	And that kindness is our hope.
	Ps 92:1-2  It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, 2 to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night, 
	You wake up in the morning, nothing has happened yet, and you start singing about His love.  That’s hope – you are excited about the day to come, because you know God won’t be able to resist showing kindness to you today.
	Then in the evening you look back on all He did, and you sing of His faithfulness.  Then the next morning His love, that evening His faithfulness…
	We put our hope in His love.
	“But what about the awesome God of Mt. Sinai – the One we are to fear?  The One before whose awesome power we tremble and shake?”
	Ps.33:18 the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love
	They are the same group. The people who fear God are also the ones who put all their hope in His love.  Those truths are not in conflict.
	Even though we fear God, His love is something that gives us tremendous joy when we contemplate what must be in store for us in the months and years to come.
	It breaks my hearts when people don’t understand this.  There are some Christians who have so little understanding of God’s love that they are more likely to put their hope in random chance than in God’s love.
	Some people are so oblivious to God’s constant track record of showing kindness that you hear them say things like, “Maybe by some crazy fluke things will go well for me tomorrow.” or “We have a picnic scheduled that day, so I’m sure it will rain.”
	Ps 103:11-17  as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 17But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him,
	Ps 36:5-10  Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 6 …you preserve both man and beast.  7How priceless is your unfailing love!  Both high and low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings.  8 They feast on the abundance of your house; you give them drink from your river of delights.  9 For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 10 Continue your love to those who know you, your righteousness to the upright in heart. 
	Ps 63:3 my lips will glorify you Because your love is better than life
We have a built in love for life.  A man will sweat or bleed or even part with limbs in order to preserve his life.  Life is more important to us than almost anything.
	But His love is better – better than life itself.  God’s love is better than life at its best.  Life can offer nothing that competes.  
	TT Ro.2
	We Should Recognize It So We Don’t Show Contempt 
	God is exceedingly kind to you, and failing to recognize that is a serious matter.
	Ro.2:3-4 …do you think you will escape God's judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance? 
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Focus on the phrase the riches of his kindness
	God says He is kind.  He has given proof that He is kind.  He has flooded you with kindness.  
	That’s another reason why greed and discontent are such evil things.  Covetousness is the refusal to believe that God is kind.  “I have to grab as much as I possibly can.  I have to generate my own happiness, because God will never provide it.  I have to get my hands on way more than I need, because God won’t take care of me in the future….”
	riches  not just kindness, but the full extreme of kindness.
	People show contempt for that.  Presuming upon God’s kindness = showing contempt for His kindness.
	People just go through life and drink it all in every day  -  just soak up God’s kindness.  And they imagine that God’s kindness to them implies they will be exempt from judgment.  
	They are oblivious to the fact that the purpose of the kindness is to bring them to repentance – not to imply that they don’t need to repent.
	We do it too - we go right into a sin and expect mercy, and demand more kindness.  
	We get so we don’t see God’s nature as merciful and loving and kind - we just see our own nature as deserving!
	Then we imagine we deserve even more than we have been given, and we start to complain, and then we think of God as evil for not complying!
	The Lord is so kind to us.  Why do we always want to revert to sin to gain the worthless little pleasures that don’t even begin to compare to what the Lord offers?
2Sa.12:7-9  This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: `I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I gave your master's house to you... I gave you the house of Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more.  9 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes?
	That’s the way God is.  He just shows us kindness after kindness… and then He’s more than ready to give more  - even in the face of our ingratitude!  He’s so kind!
	In light of all that, is it too much for God to ask that you be kind to people?
	Ask yourself, are you kind to your family members?  Spouse?  Siblings?  Children?
	Some husbands will work hard 70 hours a week to provide for their family, but they are unwilling to be kind to them in any other way.  
	Some mothers will cook and clean and 100 other things, but they won’t speak kindly to their children.
	Some teenagers are so consumed with being cool that they think they are exempt from being kind – especially to family members.
	When we are like that, we are showing contempt toward God’s kindness to us: “You weren’t kind enough to me, God, for me to be willing to be kind.”
	Sure, you gave up the glories of heaven, suffered as a man, bore all my sin on the cross, endured the wrath of God and paid my debt – the equivalent of eternity in hell for me… but that’s not enough to motivate me to use a soft, friendly tone of voice with my spouse when I’m in a bad mood.
	Sure you gave me life and breath and health, and you sustain me every moment.  But that’s not enough kindness to motivate me to play a game with my kids when I’d rather watch TV.
	I understand that every last item in my home was a gift from You – a kindness I didn’t deserve.  And yes, if I were to make a list of all those things, it would be a long list.  But that’s not enough.  You didn’t give me enough to make me willing to leave a generous tip.
	I can’t share anything with anyone – for all I know You will fail to take care of me tomorrow, so I’d better stockpile now.
	Yes, I understand that every bite of food I’ve ever put in my mouth Has been a direct expression of your kindness to me, and yes, You have given me a lot of meals.  And I fully expect that You will continue to provide meals for me every day until the day I die – but that’s not enough for me to be willing to invite someone who is discouraged over for dinner.  That would be a drain on my whole evening!
	I really doubt there is anyone who has any kind of awareness at all of God’s kindness, who has any problem at all being kind to others.
	The world is kind of intrigued by the idea of random acts of kindness.  It’s a nifty idea.  It warms their heart.  Periodically, when the mood hits you, do a kind deed out of the blue.  Some people think that would change the world.
	It won’t.  God doesn’t want random acts of kindness.  Random kindness here and there, once in a while when you feel like isn’t anything like what God calls for.
	He calls us to be kind.  It should be our nature.  
It shouldn’t be random; it should be purposeful.  
It shouldn’t be occasional; it should define your life.
It shouldn’t be sporadic.  It should our first impulse.  
	Is it a good thing to just do some random thing like feed someone’s parking meter?  Sure.  That’s great.  But you will go a lot farther toward changing the world if you show kindness to your family every day as a way of life.  
	How Do We Do It?
How do we gain a better appreciation of God’s love?
	1. Pray for it.
People are into praying the prayer of Jabez.  If you want a prayer to pray, how about Ps.17:7  Show the wonder of your great love,
	Let me see it.  Let me understand it.  You don’t need to love me any more, Lord, just open my eyes and remove the blindness that keeps me from seeing it.
	I understand the fact of Your love, but open my eyes to the wonder of Your love.
	Soften the cold dullness of my heart that fails to be warmed by Your love.  Let the reality of it penetrate me.  Remind me to think about it and talk about it.
	1. Think about it.
	It’s easy to loose sight of God’s love.  Sometimes for the life of you, you just can’t imagine it because of what you are suffering.
	Ps 77:4-78:1  
You kept my eyes from closing;
I was too troubled to speak. 
5 …My heart mused and my spirit inquired: 
7"Will the Lord reject forever? 
Will he never show his favor again? 
8 Has his unfailing love vanished forever?
Has his promise failed for all time? 
9 Has God forgotten to be merciful?
Has he in anger withheld his compassion?"
  
We have all experienced something of that.  We have all gotten to a point of wondering if our time in the desert will ever end.  In times like that it seems impossible to think of God as kind.
	How do you escape that?
	10 Then I thought, "To this I will appeal: the years of the right hand of the Most High." 11I will remember the deeds of the LORD… and he goes on to talk about the deliverance from Egypt.
	You can’t see God in day to day life.  When you get laid off at work because of some dumb management decision, there’s no narrator who says, “And the Lord God decided to move him from that job to another one in order to…”
	When you get a pleasant surprise, there is no narrator who says, “And God richly blessed him with…”
	From our perspective it seems like things just happen, purely because of natural causes.  That’s why we can loose sight of God’s kindness even while being flooded with it.
	When that happens we need to do what the Psalmist did – look back into Scripture where God is not so invisible.  You can see Him act.  The narrator often does tell you what is happening in the big picture.
	In fact, you can even do that in your own life if you think back far enough.  
Ps.94:18-19  When I said, "My foot is slipping," your love, O LORD, supported me. 19 When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.
	For some reason, when we look back years ago it’s a little easier to see God’s hand.
	So whether it’s Scripture or your own life, if you spend time thinking through God’s acts of live in the past, you can be comforted when you read of how incredibly kind God has been, that He is the same yesterday, today and forever.
	Ps.48:9  Within your temple, O God, we meditate on your unfailing love. 
	Ps 107 is a long Psalm about God’s love.  Four times you see the phrase:  Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men. repeated. 
Then after 42 verses about God’s love, the last line in the Psalm is 43 Whoever is wise, let him heed these things and consider the great love of the LORD. 
	
Benediction: Php.1:9-11 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.
	

