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Col.3:9b-10      You Are Being Renewed!	5-20-2001
(how-loving-01-2001 – Part 01 – Spiritual Renewal)


What ties you to this world?  Cut it.
What distracts you from God?  Ignore it.
What masters you?  Starve it.
What idol dominates you? Depose it.
What contaminates you?  Strip it off.

Strangle the flesh, break free of this world and live like a citizen of your new home.

Last week: strip off anger and abusive speech like old clothes.

Why?  v.9
since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self 

That’s talking about the day of your conversion.
We could hardly ask for a better text on a baptism Sunday.  

That’s exactly what your decision to get baptized was.  That’s what your baptism symbolized.  Your baptism symbolized the moment you decided to take off of the old self and the put on of the new self that Christ offers.
2
Baptism is the act of announcing that publicly – announcing to the world your conversion by having someone immerse you into the water, and bring you back up.  

---------------------
Historical Background
Before Christian baptism, baptism was routinely practiced among the Jews.  It was an initiation ritual that took place when a person was standing at the threshold of a whole new life, and it illustrated the cleansing of the heart.
2:43
We understand that a person becomes a Christian when he believes, and entrusts himself to Christ.  

But we are physical beings.  Your body is part of who you are.  And so God gave us a physical expression of that inner activity of the heart.  So in the NT, whenever a person became a Christian, he got baptized.

As a physical being, you can’t have something that profound happen on the inside with no external expression – it just won’t have the impact on you that it should have.  And so God gave us baptism.  

But in the 20th Century preachers wanted more converts, and so they began to cut corners on the Gospel.  The first thing to go was contrition and repentance.  Another strategy was to replace baptism with a prayer as the expression of a decision to follow Christ.  

You see, baptism was kind of inconvenient.  It might turn some people off.  It would eliminate those people who are embarrassed to publicly be associated with Christ.  It might discourage those who are willing to accept heaven, but don’t want a big inconvenience.  So they developed the “sinner’s prayer”

Instead of saying, “Repent and be baptized” they started saying, “just quietly invite Jesus into your heart.  No one has to know.”  And the statistics shot up.  Instead of reporting, “This month we baptized 12 new believers” they would say, “This month 200 people prayed to receive Christ.”  

The result of that movement was millions of phony believers who think they are on the way to heaven but who are not.
5:25
But that’s not how it was in the NT.  NT converts were always baptized right away, because they understood that was something Jesus expected of every believer (the Great Commission is not “Go out unto all the world and pray a prayer with people).  

There was a good reason for that.  When you become a Christian, there is a spiritual baptism that takes place that is illustrated in the physical baptism.

1Co 12:13   we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-
Every Christian has been baptized by the Spirit.  When you became a Christian, God the Holy Spirit baptized you (immersed you) into the Body of Christ – the Family of God.  

That’s something that actually happens in reality, but you can’t see it.  Water baptism is a powerful illustration of what happened spiritually that you can see and feel.  
6:55
A lot of people are hesitant about it, because it’s such an ordeal.  Who wants to be soaking wet at church?  Who wants to get in front of a bunch of people and be dunked under water? We are used to being passive in church.  For us it’s a huge imposition to write out our name on a card.  

But baptism involves your whole body, every nerve in your body experiences it – it’s not the type of thing you do and forget it happened a few days later.  God made it that way on purpose.  What happened to you when you were born again was so profound and so real – yet totally imperceptible to us.  No one could see it or feel it or sense it with any of their senses.

So God gave us an illustration that can’t be missed by any of your senses to illustrate to you the dramatic reality of what happened spiritually.

So there is a physical element to baptism, and a spiritual one.  The physical baptism involves being immersed in water, the spiritual baptism involves actually being immersed spiritually into Christ.  It’s the spiritual baptism alone that saves you, but the physical baptism is important because it allows you to experience that great reality physically.
8:38
So what, exactly, does it illustrate?  

It’s a Picture of Cleansing
Before you were a believer, your heart was contaminated and dirty on the inside, and there is no way humanly possible to clean it.  Man can spruce himself up on the outside, but he is not capable of cleansing the filthiness that is in the heart.

Only God can do that.  And it only happens when a person is born again (regenerated, reborn).  

Tit.3:3  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. (we were filthy on the inside) 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done (we didn’t clean ourselves with our own efforts), but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit

As you feel every inch of your body immersed in the water it serves as a physical illustration of that inner cleansing that took place.  Ac 22:16  what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.' 
10:09
It’s a picture of death and resurrection.

Ro 6:3 all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

Col.2:12 In Christ you put off of the sinful nature having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 

When you go down into the water, that is a picture of being buried with Christ.  As the water closes over you, that’s like the stone of the tomb being rolled down an sealed.

When you come back up, you can think of that as picturing you rising with Christ – goodbye to the old life, hello to the new.

This is another reason why immersion is important.
11:35
It’s also a pledge.

1 Pe.3:20 says baptism involves a pledge of a good conscience toward God.  It’s not a pledge to always be successful in your effort to be obedient to God.  It’s a pledge of a good conscience toward God. 

From now on I want to live with an awareness of God.  I want my conscience to be clear before God.  For the rest of my life, each time I find out something that is pleasing to God, or not pleasing, I desire to have a clear conscience in that area.

It’s the cry of the sinner who is sick of his dirty heart.  He is sick of his sin.  He is sick of not being right with God.  He is tired of his accusing conscience.  He wants to be free from the burden of sin.  He wants to be delivered form the guilt of sin, and the crushing, intimidating fearful anticipation of the punishment he deserves on judgment day.  

He wants to have a clear conscience before God.
12:40
That’s the pledge you made to God when you became a Christian, and baptism is the public declaration of that pledge – so that it will be harder for you to ever forget you made it.

“What if I was baptized before I made that pledge – infant?”  Meaningless.  You know what happens when an unbeliever gets baptized?  He gets wet.  Nothing else.  And therefore it’s not really baptism, because baptism involves a response of the heart.

So baptism is a formal announcement to the world that you intend to make a clean break with your old life, and pursue a life of a good conscience before God.
13:53
Someone may understand all that, but still hesitate about baptism.  Maybe you are thinking, “I’ve been a believer for years, and I have made it perfectly clear to everyone I know that I’m a believer.  I understand the realities that baptism illustrates.  So why bother?

Answer: Water baptism helps you have more success at living the Christian life.

Ro.6:1  What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

The analogy of death here simply signifies a clean break with the old life.  When you die, you are done with this life.  You leave it and move on to the next life.  

Why should you not live in sin?  Paul: “Because, when you were baptized, remember what that was?  It was an announcement to the world that you were making a clean break from the old life, 
that you were severing your ties with the world, 
that you were turning your back on the old life of sin.  
So how can you live in sin now after making a public announcement and a pledge to God like that?”

The ability to think back to that clean, decisive break you made with the old life – that pledge – remembering that actually makes you more able to live the Christian life.  So those who have been baptized have a great advantage over those Christians who have not. – just because of the memory of that experience.
15:33
This is a powerful reason to be baptized.  If are hesitant about it, ask yourself: Why do you think in the first century new converts were so anxious to get baptized knowing it could cost them their lives?

Don’t you want to announce to the world your intention to give your life to the Lord, and make a clean break with the world?
Don’t you want everyone to know that you have decided to pursue a clean conscience toward God?
Aren’t you excited about the imagery that God designed to illustrate His saving work in your heart?
Don’t you want to go through that experience that unites all Christians (Eph.1 – one baptism that we have in common)?
Aren’t you interested in going under the water and realizing in a vivid way the reality of being buried with Christ?  
Don’t you want to come rising up out of that water as a dramatic picture to everyone that you are raised with Christ to newness of life?
Aren’t you interested in feeling the sensation of cleansing that illustrates spiritual cleansing?
Don’t you want Ro.6 to apply to you?  Don’t you want that powerful motivation for holy living?
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And that last argument is really exactly the same issue that we face here in Col.3:9

since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, 

since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
avpekdusa,menoi to.n palaio.n a;nqrwpon su.n tai/j pra,xesin auvtou/ 
having discarded the old man with its deeds 

The apo has the perfective sense (wholly), "having stripped clean off."
(from Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament) 

10 and have put on the new self,
10  kai. evndusa,menoi to.n ne,on
10 and having put on the new,

Think back to your conversion.  Think back to your baptism.  You made a decision to strip off that old self.  You did that because you were fed up with it, you hated it, and you wanted to be rid of it.  So in light of the fact that you dumped the old self, strip off all those things that are remnants of the old self.

Suppose you had a job that required you to walk through some dark alley every night, and almost every night you got mugged.  Finally you get so sick of being mugged, you decide the paycheck isn’t worth it, and you quit that job.

But now whenever you have some free time, you find yourself walking down that alley again and getting mugged again.  Paul is saying, “Given the fact that you decided to give up that job in order to escape this alley, why are you returning to the alley?
18:38
Then, in v.10 Paul takes the argument a step further.  Not only have you discarded the old self and put on the new self, but let me tell you a few things about this new self:

10 ..which is being renewed toward knowledge in accordance with the image of its Creator. 

which is being renewed 
to.n avnakainou,menon 
the one being remade 

It is new, and it keeps getting renewed.  Our new self is unique – it’s the only thing in the world that keeps getting newer and newer.  The process the new man goes through spiritually is the opposite of aging.

2Co 3:18  And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

The new self is being continuously renewed.  
20:24
It’s like a car that keeps getting newer and better.  Imagine if you had a car that had 100K miles on it last year, and now it has only 40K.  It used to be an ’88, now it’s a ’97.  

Last month the windshield was cracked, but now it looks almost new and it’s getting clearer all the time.

Last fall the tires were bald, now they have ½ inch of treat.  It used to have just an a.m. radio, now a surround sound CD player.

Sometime last year it developed 4-wheel drive and started going twice as far on a gallon of gas.

And you were so excited the other day to notice that finally the air conditioning appeared for the first time.

It’s really getting nice, and the exciting thing is, it’s not anywhere near finished!  The more you drive it, the better it gets.

The thing is, it only gets better when you are driving it.  

So what Paul wants to know is why on earth do you keep wanting to park it, walk down to the junkyard, and sit in the old rat-infested piece of junk jalopy that you had towed years ago?  Don’t you remember why you had it towed in the first place? – it kept getting worse!

Why not drive the new one as much as possible so it will keep getting better?
21:50
Do you feel the impact of this?  He doesn’t say, “Renew your life.”  He says your new life is being renewed.

It’s in the passive voice.  Theologians call that the Divine Passive.

There is one sense in which we can take the 10 commandments as the 10 promises: “You shall not have any other gods…”

in the image of its Creator.
katV eivko,na tou/ kti,santoj auvto,n(
according to the image of its creator
22:33
The image of the Creator is the character of Christ, which is always the pattern of sanctification.  

Man was originally created in the image of God.  That means he resembled God in numerous ways.  

At the fall, part of that resemblance was kept, and part was shattered.  Every human being is still in the image of God.  That which makes us different from the animals is part of God’s image.

The character of people in their natural, unregenerate state, while it still resembles God’s character in some ways, is badly shattered.
23:40
With the terms image and Creator, this is obviously a reference to Gn.1.  And what did God do in Gn.1?  He kept creating good things that fulfilled their purpose (TOV).

Your new self is like that.  It’s well suited for its purpose, and it’s becoming more so. 

It’s an objectively beautiful thing, and it’s becoming more so.

It’s a work of excellence that is a tribute to God, and it’s becoming more so.

It resembles God.  Of all the creatures God has made – including all angels, seraphs, cherubs, rulers, thrones, authorities, powers.. people are the only things we know of that resemble God to the point where you can say they are actually in His image and likeness.  

And your new self resembles His character. 
25
But in this passage, Christlikeness isn’t the ultimate goal.  There is something you are headed for, there is something that you are in the process of reaching that is an even greater reality than that.

What could be greater than being like God?  What goal could possibly surpass that?

This was one of those cases when I fully expected the passage to say one thing, and it took a long time for me to realize it wasn’t saying that.  I thought this passage was saying, that the new self was being renewed by means of knowledge.  

I thought the ultimate goal was becoming like God, and the way to get there was through knowledge – the more you know God, the more you are transformed into His image.

That is true, but that is definitely not what this verse is saying.

katV eivko,na refers to a standard of measurement. (Melick)

The image of Christ is that yardstick you use to measure how well you reaching your goal, but the goal itself is something even greater:

in knowledge 
eivj evpi,gnwsin 
into knowledge 

eivj  cannot mean “by means of”  It never means that – it’s not part of its semantic range.  I checked every lexicon and grammatical resource I could find, and they all agreed.

It surprised me, because usually prepositions are so flexible, they can mean almost anything depending on context.  But this one never means “by means of.”

It refers to a goal.  It means “toward.”  

Your new self is being renewed in accordance with the image of God toward a certain ultimate goal, and that ultimate goal is knowledge.  (knowledge in the sense of close, personal, experiential relationship)  There is no question that’s what the verse is saying.
27:26
One of the reasons God is forming us into His image is so that we can really know Him.  There is a kind of knowledge that only comes through resemblance.  

We expect Jesus to say Blessed are those who see God, for they will be pure in heart.  But instead He says, Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

A bug can know almost nothing of me.  A dog might be able to know me a little bit.  It really takes a human being to really know me.

And if I meet someone from another country with a totally different background, different experiences, completely different interests, loves, affections, etc. – that person can’t really know me well.  He could learn things about me, but there would be a limit to his ability to relate to me, and so there would be a limit on how close we could be.

God wants us to be able to have a close relationship with Him – a relationship that is so close that it isn’t anything like your relationship with Him is now.  You will be like Him, and as a result of being like Him you will really know Him.  You will know Him from the perspective of resemblance. 

In SS we will see that the fate of believers is to someday enter into the joy of God.  That would be impossible now – we are not equipped mentally, emotionally, physically or spiritually for that level of joy.  We must first be transformed and renewed.
28:45
Knowing God is the greatest reality there is – even greater than simply being like God.

Jer.9:23-24  This is what the LORD says: "Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," declares the LORD. 

Your boast in life is the way you evaluate yourself.  When you sit back an analyze your life, instead of saying, “how is my career/marriage, etc?” ask, “How well do I know God?”

God wants you to know Him so well that you know what He’s like.  What He does.  He wants you to know what things He delights in.

And the measure of that is the image of Christ.  

Do you think you know God?  Measure that by how much you resemble God.  Does someone come along as a Bible expert?  Measure his expertise not by how many obscure facts he can rattle off, or what degrees he has, but by how closely he resembles the character of God.

It’s interesting that with this language from Genesis that Paul throws in that the ultimate goal is knowledge of God, because think back before the fall – before the image of God in man was shattered by sin.
30
Adam and Eve were in God’s image, but they lacked something – what was it?  What tree were they not allowed to eat from?  The tree of knowledge.

At that point they had no knowledge of good and evil – no experience of any kind with right and wrong.  They knew God only from the perspective of ignorance.

But the character of the new you is being renewed along the lines of God’s image, to a point of resemblance that will surpass that of Adam, because it will involve full knowledge of God.

We will have experienced evil, been delivered from evil, and will experience God not through naiveté, but in full knowledge.  This will be a much closer union with God than Adam ever had when he walked with God in the garden.
31:12

---------------------------------


Baptisms


Rance Prichard

Tell what you remember about when you became a Christian.

* Do you believe that Jesus is the eternal God, and that He died to pay the penalty for your sin?
* Do you acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as the Owner of your life?
* Do you love Him?
* Are you brokenhearted over your sin, and are you willing to turn your back on the old life of sin?
* Is there anything more important to you than the Lord Jesus Christ?

Rance Prichard, based on your profession of faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Gladys Samarasekera

Mary Fischbeck

Jim Cates

Danelle Ferguson






And it’s not just our character that’s being renewed, but our strength.  
2 Co 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day

TT Isa.40

Some of you are here this morning and you feel like you are wasted away emotionally or physically.  If you are falling apart physically, I’m afraid I can’t do much but remind you of the resurrection.  

But some of you may feel like you are at the end of your rope spiritually.

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed

Sometimes God requires hard service from you.  But it always comes to an end.

6 A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?"
"All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 7The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them.  Surely the people are grass.

We are so weak.  God made us so fragile.  There are times when we are just fine – full of strength, and then some relatively tiny little thing comes along and just seems to devastate us.  

Now it’s true we have the great hope of the Second Coming:

4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level,the rugged places a plain. 5And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 

9You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain.  You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" 10See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 

That’s so exciting!  That’s our encouragement.  That’s our hope.  That’s our joy.  That’s what we look to to pull us through when we get weighed down in this world.

But is that all we have.  Is that our only comfort.  Is God able to withhold His tender touch of comfort until then?  What about in the mean time.

There will be groaning and struggle in the mean time, but look at v.11.

11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart;

Even now, when the purpose for the trial is completed, his compassion floods out to us.  So often He gathers us up into His great, strong, loving arms.  When are strength is completely depleted, we feel Him lift us up and carry us.

“But I’m especially weak right now.  I’m so fragile at this moment.  I’m afraid He will give me too much before He brings comfort.”

11 ..he gently leads those that have young. 

He’s especially gentle with those who need extra care.

Our trials are so close to us, and God can seem so far at times, that the trials can actually eclipse the Lord.

And so we must be reminded…
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13Who has understood the mind of the LORD,or instructed him as his counselor? 

15Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales

The nations, in this case, were the trial.  So in place of nations you can insert whatever your struggle is.

On the one hand God can hold the universe in His hand.  Your biggest trial, on the other hand, is a piece of dust.

21Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 22He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people (and the rest of your trials) are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 23He brings (your trials) to naught and reduces (the great, overwhelming sorrows of your life) to nothing. 24 No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 

25"To whom will you compare me? Or who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 26 Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.  Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 
27 In light of that, Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; my cause is disregarded by my God"? 

Why do you think God has left you high and dry?
28 Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

And those of you who are strong right now – those who are not devastated.  Those who are happy and full of life and strength, and your emotions are on an even keel – 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

There are only two kinds of people – those who are flat on their face, and those who are about to take a fall before to long.

31but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

It doesn’t say you won’t run out of strength.  It says you will run out of strength, and then that strength will be renewed.

How many of you have ever reached the end of your strength, and felt completely helpless – unable to do anything without the Lord lifting you up out of that.  Put your hand up.

How many of you have felt like that, but now your strength has been renewed.
Ps 30:5  For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
How many are at a point in your life right now where you have passed through the long night of weeping, and now you are rejoicing in the morning?  Put up your hand and hold it up, so those who are in the night of weeping can see.

Now, those who are in the night of weeping still, whose strength is depleted.  Those who are longing for the morning, and it seems so far off.  Raise your hands high.

The rest of you – look around.  You have a job to do after the service don’t you.  Maybe after the service there should be some huddles around this sanctuary where 2 or 3 who are strong can gather around one who is in the middle of the night, and pray for them.

Sing I Lift My Eyes Up
and
Open the Eyes of My Heart 

·	brochures 
·	Another baptism in a few weeks 
·	Give me bookstore coupons
·	Leadership (pick up new ch.)
·	Sunday School 
·	
·	



Benediction:   

Ps 20:1-5  May the LORD answer you when you are in distress; may the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  2 May he send you help from the sanctuary and grant you support from Zion. 4May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.  5 May the LORD grant all your requests. 








xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 

11 Here o[pou
Where?  Renewalville.  The place of Christlikeness.  

Remove hostility from your hearts, because in Christ our bogus reasons for hostility disappear.


In Christ there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, ouvk e;ni {Ellhn kai. VIoudai/oj( peritomh. kai. avkrobusti,

Talk about messianic Judaism (Mac tape)

barbarian, One who doesn’t speak Greek (uncultured)
Just like the Jews divided humanity into two groups, so did the Greeks.   

Max Miller was one of the greatest experts on the science of language, and he said that the study of the science of language could not even begin until the word “barbarian” was deleted from the world’s vocabulary and replaced with the word “brother.”  Christianity did this.  (Barclay)

Scythian (a notorious example of that – people from southern Russia) 

slave or free

When you approach the image of God and greater knowledge of God, ethnic distinctions are obliterated.  So are class distinctions.
As we approach the image of Christ, distinctions begin to disappear from our view.  Is God a Greek? or Jew?  Is He black?  White?  Asian?  Anglo?  Is He cultured or uncultured?  Of course not.     

This is unique to Christianity.  Sinful man naturally divides up into castes and classes.  

In the first century, if you went to the church in Colossi or Philipi or Rome, and you watched them select their leaders, if there was an uncultured, uneducated slave, and an upper class, polished, credentialed man with an impressive pedigree, the slave may very well be the one who ends up being the leader, and the other man willingly and joyfully submitting to him.

It would be no surprise at all if the Chairman of the Board of Pastor-Elders at Creekside may end up being a janitor.  And we might have PhDs, and CEOs, and a multi-millionaire in the church who would come to him for spiritual counsel and discipleship.

The only question with regard to leadership is, “Who is the most spiritually mature among us?”  And even that doesn’t end up dividing us into classes, because the spiritually mature people are also the ones who are the most humble, gracious, caring, loving and kind.

The reason they get chosen for leadership is because they have proven to be the greatest, most humble servants in the church, and instead of setting themselves apart in some kind of upper class they are down on the floor washing your feet – meeting your needs, serving you, giving to you, pouring out their lives for you.

The more you tend to evaluate people based on language, origin, skin color, social status, gender, etc, the less you are like Christ, and the farther you are from knowing God.

 
but Christ is all
Not that He is the sum total of everything that exists (pantheism) – He is distinct from the creation.  This means Christ is all that matters.

and is in all. 
That is, all believers.  Christ permeates every part of our lives.


there is not Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, foreigner, scythian slave, free but Christ is all and in all.

************************
Having described the vices of the old self with the above lists, Paul now describes the virtues of the new self.  And it comes as no surprise that all the vices of the old self ended up being some kind of failure to love – either a perversion of love or a lack of love.  

And the new self is describes as being loving.

12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
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12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved

12 Therefore

God's chosen people
opp of rejected?  
Always of someone chosen for a specific duty (military term).  God had a bunch of purposes, and a bunch of people, and He selected each person for a specific purpose.

holy

dearly loved

clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

clothe yourselves with 
We are so concerned with being dressed appropriately all the time.  What is the appropriate dress for someone who has been selected by God for a purpose, made holy, and who is dearly loved by God?

compassion
God designed the body to inflict pain on itself in order to assist with compassion.  (Evolution?)
kindness

humility

gentleness

patience. 






















v.13

Point 2: WHAT IS FORGIVNESS?
The gk. word means "let go, cancel, remit, leave, forgive
orig: the voluntary release of a person or thing over which one has legal or actual control - To let go unpunished, to release from obligation, to acquit

When someone crosses (hurts, injures) you, they owe you.  (an apology, restitution, etc.)  They are indebted to you.  
You have somewhat of a claim over them, because they can't be free from guilt or obligation until you release them.

You usually punish those who hurt you (silent treatment, gossip, etc.)

So forgiveness is simply letting the person off the hook with you -cancel what they owe you, release them from their obligation, do not punish them

NOTE: F is not the elimination of hurt feelings, it is a decision not to hold it against the person, a decision not to bring it up in conversation, a decision to not let yourself think about it, a decision not to punish the person

When you hold on to anger and “forgive” the next day – that isn’t forgiveness (because you punished them).  It’s like saying, “After you finish making payments to me, then I will forgive the dept.”

FORGIVNESS IS REPETATIVE
ever couldn't forgive someone?  you thought you had forgiven the person, but then the resentful feelings + old grudges come back 

"never "truly" forgave" in the first place.  
result = a struggle trying to figure out how to "truly" forgive.

forgiveness as a complicated psychological process that ends in a one time act that permanently rids us of any more resentment or ill feelings.   
Read Mk.11:25  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him (stop holding it against them), so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.  Here forgiveness is, very simply, not holding a grievance against someone.  This means forgiveness must take place each time we are faced with the temptation to dwell on thoughts about the wrongdoing.  You may truly forgive someone one day, and the next day have to forgive him all over again.  

Each time you are tempted to review resentful thoughts toward someone, you must forgive again.  The temptation to hold a grudge must be battled time and time again until the memory fades.

But how do we win these battles?  What is our course of action when we sense ourselves sinking back into a private gossip session in our minds?  Eph.4:32 says, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  
First, to win the battle, these resentful thoughts must be replaced each time with thoughts of kindness and compassion.  Second, we need to remember the extent to which we have been forgiven by God.  
Read Mt.18:21-35.  Whenever you catch yourself saying, "I deserve to be angry - he really wronged me," remember your offence against Christ.  Think of how He forgave - instantly, totally, without holding a grudge.

Point 3:   
-  FORGIVE AS YOU HAVE BEEN FORGIVEN
Eph.4:32, Col.3:13,  Mt.18
- realize what you are doing by refusing to forgive (like the servant)
- realize the judgement for failing to forgive

 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

["I need to sleep on it" or "I need to think it over"  - not an option!]

If you hold on to anger – In II Co.2:10 the Devil developed a scheme to destroy the Church.  But Paul became aware of this scheme and headed it off.  The scheme was to get Paul so irritated at the people that he would refuse to forgive.  I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.

If you don’t think Satan is doing that same kind of scheming in our church your are kidding yourself.  That’s why   Eph.6:11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.

Anger is reacting when your rights are violated.  What rights does a slave have?  v.27

What is the solution to temper?  Humility.  Next time you get angry say this: “I am angry because I think I deserve better.”  Then think about what you deserve.




