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The Greatest of These  pt.5	    1 Co.13:6,7 	tape 151b	9-15-2002
(greatest-virtue-05-2002 – Part 06 – Love’s Reaction to Wrongs)
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What Love Does
4 Love waits patiently
love shows kindness
What Love Doesn’t Do
Love is not prideful

It does not envy, it does not brag 
Love is not out to impress you.  Love is impressed at you.
it is not proud 
The word means to be puffed up or inflated with ideas of one’s own importance.
5 It is not rude 
Love is careful not to cause embarrassment by doing or saying things that are out of place, disregarding social conventions and courtesy.  
it is not self-seeking 
Love isn’t concerned with getting its preference.

Love’s Response To Wrongs
The last 5 were statements of the fact that love rejects inner evil.  The next three talk about love’s reaction to evil in others.
it is not easily angered 
Love cannot be pushed into a state of irritation or exasperation.
It’s not provokable.  

Remember before we talked about the myth that someone can make you mad?  Anger is just as a much a choice as love.  It’s up to you how upsetable you are. 

The question came up last time about setting boundaries.  It’s not wrong to set up boundaries.  But it is wrong to get angry if someone transgresses those boundaries. 

No matter where you go in this life, sparks are going to fly.  But as Chrysostom said, some people are like dried up forests, and others are like an ocean.

Sparks land in the ocean and don’t upset it or harm it in the slightest.  They are simply absorbed and extinguished. 

But when they land in a dried up forest they can cause a raging, destructive, unstoppable blaze.

Love is too patient, and too selfless to get exasperated.  The opposite of love is selfishness, and the more self-centered you are, the more you are focused on feeling good and having everything work out just how you want it.

And so if you want to measure your level of selfishness, just monitor how much it effects you when things don’t go your way.

Selfless people hardly notice.  They don’t like it when things go against them, but it doesn’t have a big emotional effect on them, because their wellbeing isn’t their highest priority.

If a football player skins his elbow in the middle of the superbowl, he barely notices it.  But if that same guy is in the middle of his day off, and he’s trying to relax and enjoy himself, and someone causes him to skin his elbow, it might make him furious.

That’s because in the first case his whole focus is on something other than feeling good.  In the superbowl he cares only about winning, and very little about how he feels.

But on his day off, when his goal is feeling good, he will tend to be angry with anyone who blocks that goal.

Most people walk around all day every day with the goal of feeling good.  And so whenever anyone blocks that goal, they react.

A large part of solving the problem of temper is adjusting your goals.  And if you want to know what your goals are right now, just ask yourself what gets you mad.  When you get mad, generally it’s because someone has blocked your goal.

In the Christian life we should be like the athlete in the big game – focused so completely on our important task that how we feel at the moment is of secondary importance. 

And the task we are so focused on is not winning a game or even accomplishing a task – it’s doing what is in others’ best interests.  That’s love, and that’s why love is not irritable.
   
it keeps no record of wrongs. 
The idea of keeping a record comes from the word logizomi, which is the word used over and over in Romans when Paul is talking about righteousness being credited to a person by faith.

When God credits Christ’s righteousness to your account, this is the word used to describe that reckoning.  

As far as love is concerned, when someone does something bad to you, it doesn’t count.  Instead of racking it up to your account, love just absorbs wrongs done to it.

The problem with the NIV translation is it makes it sound like it’s only talking about not remembering an offence.
That’s part of it.  It’s never loving to bring up a past failure, or to remember past wrongs for use as ammo in future arguemnts.

But this word is talking about your reaction right at the time of the offense.

When the person does something bad against you, from the very moment you become aware of it on, love won’t reckon that offense.  

Reckoning an offence involves two parts:
1)	thinking about the offence
2)	connecting that offence with the person

Most people think they can’t help their attitude toward people, because if someone does something wrong, I can’t help it if that effects the way I think about the person.  

But that’s not true.

There are plenty of bad things people have done that you don’t remember, and it’s because you didn’t burn it into your long term memory by thinking about it and holding it against that person.

Remember, gossip is wrong even if it stays inside your own mind and you never verbalize it.

6 Love does not delight over evil but delights together in the truth.
The first word for delight is kairei and the second is sugkairei.  So it’s the same word, except the second time it has a prefix that means “together with.”  

Love doesn’t rejoice when someone blows it.  

There can be a number of reasons why someone would do that.
·	It may be like seeing a crash in a Nascar race – an amusement 
·	It may be that you enjoy it, because it makes you feel more righteous, since you don’t struggle with that sin – so you depend on other people’s failures to boost your self-image.
·	Or maybe you do struggle with that sin, and you are glad to see it because it makes you feel better that someone else has the same struggle.  Now you have a sinning buddy.
·	It may be that because of a lack of love you are glad to see them have to face the consequences
·	It may be you are happy because it confirms your evil suspicions about the person.  Your conscience has been bothering you about assuming bad things, and so now you feel justified in gossiping about the person and badmouthing him in your own mind.
·	Maybe you dislike the person, and you are glad when they do something really bad, because now other people will also look down on that person.
·	Maybe you have some prurient interest in that same evil thing, and you enjoy it vicariously.  You can’t do it, but you wish you could, and so you are glad to hear about someone else doing it.
·	You might be glad a person sins because it gives you something juicy to gossip about.  Gossip is really vicarious enjoyment of someone else’s sin.
·	I’ve heard of people who wanted to divorce, but didn’t have scriptural grounds, and so they were actually hoping their spouse would commit adultery. 
·	Here’s one I struggle with – Since one of my roles is to protect the flock, very often you will hear me decry bad things that are taking place in the church of our day.  That kind of thing can be taken too far.  Some people, in the name of trying to be prophetic, end up just being negative. 
You never hear them say anything good about the Church as a whole.  They warn you about this terrible trend and about that terrible trend, but you never see them rejoicing about good things.

I got a note from a person who visited Creekside who said, “I loved the preaching, but, as I expected, the people really let me down.  No one talked to me…”

When I read that I thought, “You expected the Church to be unloving?  What Bible are you reading?”

Doesn’t Scripture teach that true Christians, generally speaking, are loving, kind, holy, righteous, humble, and faithful?  

If that’s not your view of the Church, then your standards are higher than God’s, because that’s how He describes us.

There are times when it’s necessary to point out problems, but woe to the person who unnecessarily badmouths the Christ’s Bride!  

·	One other application of this principle has to do with being entertained by evil.  You turn on a TV show or movie, and you enjoy seeing someone tell someone else off, or embarrass someone, or beat someone up, or commit fornication, etc.

True Christian love understands that unrighteousness always causes a person harm.  And so it’s never glad to see it, because love seeks others’ good, never harm.

Love is never pleased over some evil.  It’s never secretly happy to hear about a failure.  Love responds to evil more with sorrow than with disgust.  

Smedes: “We enjoy our disgust so much that we would be furious were we to be deprived of it.” (Morris)  Lovelessness enjoys being disgusted at someone.

This really penetrates, doesn’t it?  Everyone appears to be saddened by evil.  This is a sin that usually only takes place way down deep inside a person’s heart.  Only you know if this is an issue in your life.

But it does rejoice together with the person when he acts in line with the truth.

Paul uses truth here as in the sense of righteousness (he did the same thing in 5:8. Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.)

Love is never glad when someone blows it.  Love never laughs at someone’s failure, but it does rejoice with that person when he does good.  

Instead of being jealous, instead of assuming bad motives 
intsead of finding some fault,  
instead of calling to mind some past failure, instead of assuming, “He will never keep that up” – love just rejoices with the person.

But when the person really blows it, selfishness and hatred smile and are glad, because now they have confirmation and justification for everything they have been thinking. 

It’s worth pointing out that there is a moral undertone to love.  Our world exalts its version of love as a great virtue, but one thing they don’t understand is the connection between love and righteousness.

People in the world will love you so much they will defile you and take away your purity.

They will love you so much they will allow you to destroy yourself with sin.

They think love is only making a person feel good.  They don’t understand that you cannot love your neighbor unless you also love righteousness.

What Love Always Does
7 It always protects 
Linguists debate about what this word (stego) means.  It’s related to the word “roof.”  So the idea of protection would be that love covers and protects like a roof does.

That is a common idea in Scripture.  Love covers a multitude of sins.  If you love someone, you will keep his failures quiet, and overlook them, and protect him.

You can see that in the way you love yourself.  You keep your own weeknesses and failings and sins and shames secret.  Love does that for others.

You can also see it in the way our depravity works.  We are big into exposés.  Children constantly want to tattle.  It’s our sinful nature that wants to expose other’s sins.  

But Paul seems to use this word in a little different way.  He uses it only three other times (the only other uses in Scripture), and in all three it means the same thing.

1 Co.9:12  we put up with (stego) anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ.

It means to tolerate something.  (No doubt Paul has in mind at this moment his own deep love for the Corinthians – from whom he was willing to endure so much)
In 1 Thes.2 Paul talks about how much they wanted to come visit, but had to stay away.  Then in 1 Thes.3:1 So when we could stand it (stego) no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. 
5 For this reason, when I could stand it (stego) no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. 

So the idea is to tolerate, but not just to tolerate, but to tolerate the intolerable.  To put up with something you can barely stand.

Paul is really escalating the idea of patience here.  Love will not only be patient generally, but when the pain is cranked up and the situation reaches outrageous extremes, love still won’t reach the end of its rope.

It will willingly endure, and continue to love and reach out to the person.

always trusts 
Love is eager to believe the best about people.  That’s not to say it’s gullible.  God never calls us to believe something that is irrational.  

But when there is a possibility of a good explanation for something, love always tends toward that.

So much of the health of any relationship of friendship is based on what you assume.  It’s impossible to communicate everything.  No matter how good your communication is, still some things must be assumed.

If you think about it, you assume hundreds of things about your spouse every day.  Many comments and looks, and actions could be taken more than one way, and your assumptions determine how you take them.

The same goes for any relationship – from your best friend, to the casual acquaintance at church that you never even talk to.

In the world, you have to earn people’s trust.  But in the church, where love is the rule, you start out with everyone’s trust.

Love assumes the best.  When an action or comment can be explained in more than one way, love will assume the best explanation until proven otherwise.

It is a sin to assume bad motives.  That is the kind of judging that is condemned in Scripture.  

It’s not judging to refer to a sinful action as sinful.  But only God can see the heart, and when we begin assuming bad motives, we have crossed the line and have violated the command “Judge not lest you be judged.”  

always hopes 
Keep in mind, this is not hope in the sense of a wish – like you hope to get a green light at a big intersection.  This is hope in the sense of a joy that comes from a confident expectation.

These two ideas are very close.  Love always trusts means love assumes the best about you right now.  Love always hopes means love assumes the best about you in the future.

Even when someone strips you of all ability to trust – they prove themselves so utterly untrustworthy that you simply can’t trust them, love will have such a confidence that there will be a change in the future that it actually brings joy just to think about it.

Love is never cynical toward people.  The loving person is a plus person – always adding to others, never subtracting. 

Again, this isn’t an irrational optimism.  But it is a refusal to take a failure as final.

“But isn’t it naive to think someone will change after a long track record of failure?”  Not for a Christian.  If you understand what the Bible teaches about sanctification, it’s naïve to fail to take into account that they will change.

It’s only naïve, worldly, untaught Christians who don’t understand that the Holy Spirit has the power to change anyone, and has promised to do so in the life of every believer.

You should never have a disposition toward someone that is so hardened that they can never get back into your good graces.

always perseveres 
This is similar to the first word (stego).  The difference is perseverance will endure for any amount of time, stego will endure any load.

One has to do with how much, the other with how long.  Love will endure anything for any length of time.  It never breaks down.

Love endures anything.  And when people do things you don’t like – love always trusts and assumes the best.

And when you take away its ability to assume good motives, love hopes – has an eager expectation of change.

And when you disappoint in that area year after year, love just continues to persevere as long as it takes. 

The world will love up to a point.  Even pagans and Satanists and atheists will love up to a point.  Christian love goes all the way to the cross.

Conclusion:
“What does all this have to do with spiritual gifts?”  Plenty.  The answer to that question is the whole point of ch.14.  But for now let’s just say this: part of the issue at hand for the Corinthians and for our day in assessing the Charismatic movement is to determine whether certain things are from the Holy Spirit or not. 

All the gifts can be counterfeited by pagans.  The one thing that can’t is Christian love.  Where there is no love, there is no proof that what is happening is from the Holy Spirit.

Lenski: “Paul does not describe love in its greatest works, sacrifices, martyrdoms, triumphs; instead he goes into the ordinary circumstances of life as we meet them day by day, and shows us the picture of love as it must be under theses.  We find ready excuses when great things are made the goal of our attainment; Paul cuts off all such excuses.  Be a true every-day Christian in the exercise of love – then all great triumphs of love will take care of themselves.He who fails in the ordinary works of love will not even have the opportunity when the supreme moment for the performance of the extraordinary arrives. (570)

Many have pointed out that you could put Jesus’ name in place of “love” in this chapter.  That’s true.  But perhaps we would do well to put our names in there.

Read this section and put your name in place of love and see which statements sound the most bizarre.  That may be a starting point!




 

