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All the living believers in the world at this moment make up the wonderful, amazing reality of the Church.  Only God could mix together all those ingredients and come up with something as beautiful, lovely and wonderful as the Church.

He makes sure there is the right proportion of teachers, encouragers, missionaries, musicians, etc.

And we have talked about the many analogies Scripture uses to describe the Church – it is like a building, like a bride, like branches on a tree, like a field, like a Temple, like a house, like a pillar, like a body, etc. 

Each of those illustrations break down, however, because none of them account for the individual components having free will.  

How do you get a building from a bunch of stones that just do whatever they want whenever they want?  You can have all the right ingredients for a fabulous meal, but if each of those ingredients is in charge of how much it offers, how do you get the right amounts?

God does not give job descriptions to each person when they become a Christian.  The reason a large corporation functions smoothly and efficiently is because someone oversees all the workers and dictates how many hours they are to spend doing each activity.

But in the church you don’t have that.  It’s a massive, worldwide organization with no human headquarters, no visible structure, no set job descriptions for each member.  You all just show up here and do whatever you want to do whenever you want to do it.

If you fee like helping out in the nursery, you do it.  If you’ve done that a long time and need a break, you take a break.  

So in a system like that, how do we get the right amount of each gift?  What is the governing mechanism that keeps everything proportioned the right way?

Love.

Instead of giving all kinds of detailed instructions on how to operate, God just tells us to love one another.

Love will balance everything and harmonize everything and integrate all the gifts in a wonderful unity that will work with worldwide efficiency and have eternal results.
 
What Love Does
4 Love waits patiently
love shows kindness
What Love Doesn’t Do

Paul could have made the whole list positive, like the fruit of the spirit, but instead decides to put most of the items in this list in negative terms.  

I think there is a strategic reason for that.  Paul is describing love in terms of the opposite of all the terms he has been using all along to describe the Corinthians.  

All through the book he’s been rebuking them for their envy, their bragging, their pride, their selfishness, etc.

So this is very striking in ch.13 where he says, “Love is critical.  Without love you are spiritually zero (not even saved).  And what is love?  Well, it’s just the opposite of what you are like.”

Imagine if the Lord sent us a letter that said that: “The most important virtue I require of you is love.  What is love?  It’s just the opposite of what people are like at Creekside.”

Love is not prideful

At this point Paul could have just said Love is humble and moved on.  But this idea hits the prism and splits into 5 parts.

Love does not envy, it does not boast, it is not puffed up, it is not rude, it is not self-seeking.

Those are five expressions of the sin of pride.

Pride is the antithesis of love.  If you have studied the idea of love at all in Scripture, you will have noticed the connection between love and humility – they are two sides of the same coin.

Humility is the attitude behind the action of love.  Humility considers others more important than self.  And love treats others better than self.

Love is the greatest command, and humility is the only way to obey that command.

They always go together. 
Php.2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition (lack of love) or vain conceit (lack of humility), but in humility consider others better than yourselves (that’s humility) 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  (that’s love) 	
Ro.12:10  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  How? Honor one another above yourselves.

It does not envy, ouv zhloi/

In ch.3:3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy (cognate) and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?

This word carries the idea of boiling on the inside.  Sometimes it means “zeal.”  

Love doesn’t boil with jealousy.  It doesn’t begrudge people status and honor, but rather rejoices in it.

Envy is one of the ugliest sins, and one of the most natural.  It’s one of the hardest sins to root out of the heart of a child.  Every child is born with it.

A couple weeks ago Josiah was crying because the girls were in the back seat of the van and had the seat laid back.  He wanted them to have to have it up.  Either way he had to sit up, but he couldn’t stand it that they were getting that benefit that he wasn’t getting.

I remember hearing some kids at a slumber party discussing who would get to sleep on the bed.  They finally decided the fairest thing would be for no one to get it.  

If I have to sleep on the hard floor anyway, what is it in me that is unhappy if you get a nice bed?

Envy has to be the ugliest expression of lovelessness that there is.  

If someone steals, he might say, “It’s not that I don’t love the person I’m stealing from – I just want this thing so much I can’t resist.”  Lovelessness isn’t his motive – it’s just what keeps him from resisting his motive.

The same goes for just about any act of lovelessness.

But envy is different.  I derive no benefit from envy.  When you hear of someone winning the lottery, and instead of being happy for that person your first thought is negative (because you didn’t get it), that’s just sheer evil.

Either way you don’t get it.  So why feelings of unhappiness just because someone else did?

Barclay is right when he refers to envy as “meanness of the soul.” 

I was alarmed to discover this sin in my own life my first year of college.  At our big homecoming basketball game, they had a halftime game where if a person won it he would win a brand new Bronco.  

The kid who’s ticket was picked wasn’t even a basketball player and didn’t even know how to shoot.  To win he had to make a bunch of shots in a row without missing.

The first was a layup, and he almost missed it!  Then came a free thrown, and that bounced around and finally went in.

Then two three point shots, and then a half court shot.  When the half court shot went in, the entire place erupted.  Everyone went crazy. 

At that moment I realized I was the only person in the building who wasn’t happy.  In fact, I was unhappy!  All I could think about was that I wished I had won it instead of him.  I actually had feelings of resentment in my heart toward him.

It was at that moment when I realized I had a monumentally huge problem with lovelessness, and needed to change.  I began praying for love.

Last year for our family devotions we went through 1 Co.13, and when we got to this one, to put it in terms they could understand, I told my kids “Envy says, ‘That’s not fair!’” 

From then on, any time anyone said, “That’s not fair” one of their siblings would say, “Envy!”  Finally now, after a year of that, my kids are starting to get to the point where they aren’t concerned about fair anymore, and they seem to be starting to be genuinely happy when something good happens to someone else.

What is your reaction when someone else gets the promotion and you don’t?  Or when someone is clearly more beautiful than you, or better than you at what you do, or maybe isn’t better but gets more acclaim than you?

What do you do when someone isn’t any more qualified than you but makes a lot more money, or seems to have better luck?

We are to love those who injure us, but those people haven’t even done anything to injure you. It’s not their fault they have been blessed by God. If God is pleased to bless them, shouldn’t we also be pleased?  We should be happy for them.

If not out of love for them, at least out of love for God.  Think of how it must ruin it for Him when He is pleased to show love, and then He has to deal with the sorrow of us moping around in sinful envy over it?

You can just feel the father of the prodigal son break when he is so happy about his son returning, and throws a party, but the whole thing is ruined by the jealous brother.

When someone is blessed, maybe it’s an unbeliever.  And this momentary blessing is nothing but the prelude to unimaginable, eternal pain.  

Or maybe it’s a believer – a precious, beloved child of God and your brother or sister.  Why not rejoice over their blessing?

Maybe you didn’t get it, but isn’t it enough that you have the Lord?  And forgiveness of sins?  And eternal life with Him?

I really think a lot of the problem we have with envy often comes from a resentment we carry over our trials.  God sends you some trial, and inside you burns a resentment about that.

In essence, you resent God for sending it.  And that just kind of smolders under the surface.  It’s not really in our conscious thinking, but it pokes up above the surface from time to time in our complaining.

But then when someone else comes along and gets the thing we really want, that resentment is just released against that person in the form of envy.


Another part of this word is the idea of jealousy. 

Jealousy is when you get upset when someone messes with what is yours.  It’s appropriate if it’s your wife or your God, but not your possessions or your pride.

Love does not look at other people’s gifts and wish I had them instead.

The fictional story is told of a monk out in the desert surrounded by demons, who were trying everything they could to tempt him.  The monk had renounced everything for the sake of piety, and no matter what the demons tried, they could not get him to give in to a temptation.

Then Satan came along and said, “You are going about this all wrong.  This is the sort of thing I recommend…” and he went up and whispered into the monk’s ear: “Your brother has just been chosen Bishop of Alexandria.”  Immediately the monk’s face hardened over with anger.

This is such a pervasive sin – it’s the ugliest of sins, yet even the godliest people struggle with it.  It’s a universal problem for prideful man.

I know I struggle with it.  Someone gives me a tape of some incredible preacher, and I’ll put it on and say, “He’s not bad.  I’ve heard better.”

Someone goes on and on about some pastor or teacher they have had that is so tremendously gifted, and in my flesh I’m thinking, “The guy’s probably just some clown who’s into emotional manipulation.”

Just flip open your Bible just about anywhere and you will see it.  The worst sins of human history have come from jealousy.

·	The very first sin was one where Eve was jealous of what God had.
·	The first murder was caused by a fit of jealousy. 
·	The conflict between Sarah and Hagar was over jealousy
·	The conflict between Jacob and Esau was over jealousy
·	Joseph’s brothers wanted to kill him out of jealousy. 
·	Saul devoted his life to murdering David out of jealousy

Did you know envy was the real reason why the crucified Jesus?  It wasn’t because they were concerned about blaspheme or God’s name or their religion.  

It was envy – even Pilate knew that.  That’s why he came up with the whole thing with Barabbas.

Matt 27:17-18  So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 

They persecuted the Apostles for the same reason:

Acts 5:17-19   Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 

Acts 13:44-45  When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked abusively against what Paul was saying. 

Acts 17:11   But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. 

In fact, James 3:16 says that where you have envy…there you find…every evil practice. 

Pr.27:4  Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? 

Think of how striking the contrast is between Saul and Jonathan.  Jonathan was Saul’s son, so he may have been in line for the throne – so both had something to loose.  They have this popular kingdom going, and then along comes this…musician.

And not just a musician.  A handsome, rugged, ruddy, popular, lion killing, bear mauling, giant killing, Philistine routing musician. 

Think of the ugliness of the way Saul reacted contrasted with the beauty of the way Jonathan reacted.

What made the difference?  Both Saul and Jonathan stood to lose a kingdom, yet they had opposite responses.  

What made the difference?  One word: love
1 Sam 18:3  Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 

it does not boast ouv perpereu,etai
This is not the word commonly translated “boast” or “glory” that can be either good or bad (kauca,omai), it’s only used here in the NT, and it refers to bragging.

It is not loving to praise yourself, or to focus conversation on yourself.

I have turned on radio preachers and sat and listened to them go on and on and talk about absolutely nothing but themselves.

We usually aren’t so crass as to brag about an obvious spiritual gift (“I have more faith than anyone in this church”), but really any bragging is bragging about giftedness, because what do you have that you haven’t been given?

Asking that very question is the solution to bragging 1 Co.4:7 For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did not?   

I once heard Rush Limbaugh say “It aint bragging if it’s true.”  My response to that profound, theological proposition is this: “Yes it is.”

Of course it’s bragging.  But even if we were to accept Limbaugh’s idea, we could say that really it’s still bragging, because it’s not true.  Even if it’s true that you are the world’s greatest _______, it’s not true that that is of supreme importance.  

The real problem of bragging is not that you think you are good at something.  It’s in thinking that that is of such high importance, that it needs to be broadcast in every conversation so people will be impressed with you.

John 12:48-50
the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. 49 For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."  

I did not speak of my own accord – Oh that we would be able to say that about ourselves even after a single day.

I heard about a man who made a vow to God that if God would give him the strength to do it, he vowed that every time he had the opportunity to introduce the topic of conversation, it would be about Christ.

it is not proud ouv fusiou/tai

The word means to be puffed up or inflated with ideas of one’s own importance.

This word appears 7 times in the NT, 6 in 1 Cor.  And all of them but this one are descriptions of the Corinthians.  They had a huge problem with this.

In 4:6 they were puffed up about which teachers they were following
In 4:18,19 they were puffed up in their opposition to Paul
In 5:2 they were puffed up about how tolerant they were of the man living in sin
In 8:1 they were puffed up about their superior knowledge about Christian freedom

This is unloving, because the only way to lift yourself up against the gravity of this life is by pushing someone else under you.

What a danger this is for those who have the more visible gifts.  Those of us who are up front, teaching, leading music, in leadership – how easy it would be to begin thinking, “Boy this church would be hurting without me…”

But that is a man-centered way to think about the church.  There are people who play very crucial roles, but the reason they do so many wonderful things is because of God’s Spirit at work through them – and God’s Spirit can do that through anyone.

5 It is not rude ouvk avschmonei
This word includes not only rudeness, but any behavior that defies social standards causing embarrassment.  Speech or behavior that is crude or out of place, disregarding social conventions and courtesy.  

This was a big problem in Corinth.  Their favorite saying was “Everything is permissible.” (6:12, 10:23)  “Anything that is not forbidden in Scripture, I can do if I please”

“I don’t care if it embarrasses you, makes you uncomfortable, tempts you to sin, offends you – I’m allowed to do it, and so I’m going to do it, because there’s no Bible verse that says I can’t.”

Love is marked by courtesy, good manners, propriety, comments that are in good taste, etc. because it respects others.

When you are focused on promoting yourself, you will tend to do so to such a degree that you make people uncomfortable.  But you don’t even realize it, because all you are thinking about is yourself.

Love doesn’t elbow its way into conversations, monopolize all the time and attention, or make itself the center of whatever group it’s in.

Love is concerned with the decorum of the meeting.

This is a huge contrast to the king of worship that must have been present in the Corinthian assemblies, where they were still effected by the idea that eros was the epitome of worship.

You find that in some extreme charismatic churches today.  Everyone is there to have a personal experience and their goal is to feel a certain way.  They want to get caught up in ecstatic emotion, and the result is their behavior becomes obnoxious.

There are churches where people are on stage oinking like pigs and rolling around on the ground, running across the sanctuary in a crazed frenzy not even watching where they are going.

That’s not love.

One group of people who need to pay special attention to this is the zealots among us.  I’ve told you before that zeal for God’s name is a virtue.  It’s a good thing if sin makes you angry.

But those who are especially zealous for God’s name also tend to struggle in this area.  It’s easy to use righteous indignation as an excuse for rudeness.  

We don’t need to be rude to the world – just the opposite.  We should never soft-pedal sin, and we should speak out with great boldness against evil.  But if we really love them, there will be a degree of courtesy and politeness as much as possible. 

it is not self-seeking ouv zhtei/ ta. e`auth/j

In ch.10 Paul addressed the problem of the Corinthians pushing weaker believers right back into idolatry and destroying their spiritual lives just because they were determined to exercise their rights to eat whatever they wanted.

1 Co.10:24  Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others. 
31  whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble…33 even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

This is a direct slam on the idea of eros as the center of worship.  Seeking one’s own interests is the main idea of eros.  It seeks to have an experience, seeks to feel a certain way, seeks enjoyment.

That’s why the Greeks personified love with Cupid, who is armed with a bow and arrows.  Cupid is a skilled hunter and seeks to acquire that which it desires for itself. 

Eros tends to seek to possess its object for its own advantage.  And so we transform a “you” into an “it” – a thing to be mastered or acquired for one’s own benefit.

We all understand the folly of some teenager who says to his girlfriend “I love you” but in reality all he wants is to use her sexually to fulfill his lusts.  Probably most everyone in this room has seen that kind of thing happen and we shake our heads at the folly and foolishness of it.

And yet there is a subtle way in which we do the same thing within the church.  

We come to church announcing to everyone, “I love you!  I’m a genuine brother or sister in Christ.  I’m a part of the body…” 

But then it becomes clear that in many cases we are actually here not out of love, but just to gain whatever benefit we can gain from everyone else.

Someone wakes up tired on Sunday morning, and is debating about skipping church, and he may think about how he will miss out if he doesn’t go – it won’t be good for his spiritual life.  So he goes.

But do you ever face a time like that and think, “If I don’t go, I have no opportunity to express love to everyone.  If I don’t go, who’s going to fill in the gap of my ministry?”

It’s good if you come to church to be built up.  You ought to do that.  But do you ever come to church simply out of love for everyone else?

And saying, “Well, I don’t have much to offer anyway” is a cop-out.  We debunked that kind of thinking in ch.12.  

Churches that fight over music style, carpet color, service times, etc. need to reread this chapter.  

Love isn’t concerned with getting its preference.




