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Introduction:
We are in the midst of a study of the great passage on giving - 2Cor.8,9, and we come this morning to a topic that may prove to be controversial.
    It’s definitely going to be new to many of you, and most likely it will be a bit shocking to some.
    In Col 3:16 we are given an important command: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
    That is the responsibility of every Christian.  
    That means you.  You are to let the Word dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish us in all wisdom.
    All wisdom.  Wisdom in every area of the Christian life.  
    We are to be helping one another in this path of walking with God.  We are to exhort and encourage and admonish and rebuke and advise…
    - in every area of godliness.
    On most points I think we do very well.  But there is one area of godliness that the Church has tended to make off-limits to any kind effort for us to encourage one another.
    And that’s the area of giving.  
    The policy of most Christians, when it comes to their giving to God, is “Don’t ask, don’t tell.”
    Contrast that with what Paul says in v.8.
    He just got done urging the Corinthians to learn from the example of the generosity of the Macedonians. 
    Let’s Help Each Other Grow in this Grace
    8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 
    The word translated sincerity is literally “legitimacy.”  It was used of children born in wedlock as opposed to out of wedlock.
    And the word for test is dokimazo, the term that generally assumes a positive outcome to the test.
    So Paul is saying “I want to test your love to prove that it really is legitimate…” 
    “And the tool I’m going to use for that test is the earnestness of others.”
    In our culture that verse comes as a shock.
    Most of us have been taught that it’s not a good thing to compare ourselves with other people spiritually – especially in the area of giving.
    After all, doesn’t 2 Cor.10:12 say When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise?
    And didn’t Jesus say Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men? (Mt.6:1)
    And regarding giving, isn’t that supposed to be top secret?
    Didn’t Jesus say, when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret? (Mt.6:3,4)
    We have been conditioned to think that the amount of money you give should be the most confidential information there is.
    But is that really a biblical attitude?
    Are our acts of righteousness to be totally secret?
    If so, what are we going to do with the fact that in the very same sermon Jesus said let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds? (Mt.5:16)
    And in the very same book where Paul condemned those who compare themselves with each other, Paul himself was comparing the giving of the Corinthians to the giving of the Macedonians?
    The answer is, if you were taught that it’s always wrong to compare yourself with others, and that all your giving should be in secret, you were taught an incomplete message.
    It’s only wrong to compare yourself with others if your motive is to justify your sin or to puff yourself up or put others down.
    Take a closer look at 2 Cor.10:12
We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.
    The problem wasn’t that they were comparing themselves to each other.  The problem was their motive for doing so.
    They were doing it to commend themselves.
    One way to spot people who do not have true, saving faith is when instead of being repentant and broken over their sin, they justify themselves by finding someone worse.
    “Maybe I’m not especially strong in this area, but at least I’m not as bad as…”

You study what the Bible says about being devoted to prayer, and you begin to feel guilty about your prayer life, and then you just start looking around for Christians who pray a lot less than you.
    Then you can relax, and convince yourself that you are just fine.
    That’s the kind of thing that is forbidden.  But there is another kind of comparison to others that is healthy.
    When Jesus said Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, that’s only half of His sentence.   And to only quote that half is to misrepresent what Jesus said.
    What He said was Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men to be seen by them. (Mt.6:1)
    Then He went on to describe those who did their acts of righteousness publicly for the purpose of receiving praise from men.
    They prayed, not because they wanted to commune with God, but because they wanted to impress people.
    That’s the same reason they fasted, and the same reason why they gave to the poor.
    When Jesus said “Don’t let your right hand know what your left hand is doing,” He said it in that context.
    He wasn’t saying your giving always has to be secret.  
    He was only saying it’s wrong to give publicly if your motive for doing so is to show off.
    Keep in mind, when Jesus said we are to give in secret, that was only one of three illustrations He gave.  
    In the same context He said we are to keep our prayers secret as well.
    Does that mean it’s wrong for me to close the sermon in prayer in front of all you?
    Does that mean we are all in sin when we have times of corporate prayer?
    Is it wrong for you to close your eyes and lift your face toward heaven in the midst of worship in prayer while we are in the midst of corporate worship? 
    No.  
    Jesus’ point wasn’t that all public prayer was wrong.  It’s only wrong if you have a prideful motive.
    The same goes for giving.
    Jesus didn’t condemn that widow who publicly gave all she had into the treasury.  He praised her.
    I think we have made a big mistake in making all our giving so secret.
    I mentioned last week that every survey on giving in the Church in America shows abysmally low rates of giving.
    I think a big reason for that has been the fact that we have made it such a secret thing. 
    Just as you can have prideful motives for giving publicly, you can have prideful motives for giving secretly. 
    There are some people who want their giving to be secret because the amount they give is so shamefully little in comparison with how God has blessed them, that they would be humiliated if people knew what they give.
    Beyond that, we don’t make as much progress in our spiritual growth in the grace of giving as much as in other areas, because we never 
	encourage each other about giving

exhort each other about giving
rebuke each other about giving
admonish each other about giving
    We don’t have any godly examples to follow.  
    There are no inspiring role models for us to learn from.
    No one knows what anyone does, and so, as a result, many of the means God has set in place for spiritual growth just aren’t in effect in that area.
    The “don’t ask don’t tell” policy in giving has resulted in an entire area of our lives – a vitally important area, the area Jesus taught was the barometer of genuine faith and genuine love…
    The whole area of money and giving has been almost completely neglected in the Church.
    The only time it’s ever addressed is when it’s preached about or written about in general terms.
    But that’s not enough.  
    It needs to be discussed among individuals so we can learn how to specifically apply the principles.
    I preach about some general principle, and then you all have conversations with your fiends about the specifics of how to apply that principle in some detail in your life.
    When good friends hold each other accountable, they will ask questions like, “How is your marriage?” or “How is your prayer life going?”  or “Have you been faithful to spend time in the Word?”  or “How are you doing in the area of sexual purity?”
    But no one asks, “How are you doing in the grace of giving?  Are you robbing God?  How are you doing in the battle against materialism?”
    When you look to someone as a mentor, and you want to learn form him about how to live a Godly life, you might ask, “How do I become more humble?  How do you fight against pride?  How do you deal with temptation?  How much time do you spend in prayer or Bible study?”
    But we never ask, “What percentage of your salary do you give to the Lord?”
    How are the new Christians ever going to learn what it means to be godly in this area?
    If they want to know what the high standards are for the Christian life in other areas, they can just watch the mature Christians.
    People who want to learn or be inspired or encouraged about what it means to share Christ in your everyday life…
    All they need to do is hang around my dad for a while.  
    In the course of normal conversation they will hear about how he shared the gospel with a maid in a hotel, a guy at work, a friend, a relative, a salesman, a bum on the street, a senior VP at his company…
    If someone wants to learn what it means to have a godly, Christian marriage, he could just hang around the Rothchilds or the Yeates, and they would see a godly example, and in conversation pick up on clues as to what a godly marriage is like.
    That works, because they are open.  They don’t keep the details of their relationship a total secret.
    If you want to get an idea of what it means to really be committed to the study of God’s Word, you could spend time with Kurt, and get a picture of specifically what it takes to really delve into the Scriptures.
    But suppose you are a new Christian and you say, “The Bible says to be generous, so I want to be generous.  But what exactly does that mean?  What does it look like for a guy like me who earns about what I earn?”
    What are you going to do?
    You can hang around godly Christians all you want, and you won’t learn much of anything, because everything is so top secret.
    That’s not good.
    Generosity is contagious.  And we should take advantage of that – we should take advantage of anything that will help us in our walk with the Lord.
    The other day a man in the church contacted me and said, “We have a responsibility to this body and to the community to provide resources so people can do serious study of God’s Word.”
    So he asked me what I think would be the best commentary set to get the church library. 
    I told him about a few, but #1 on my list was quite expensive if we got all the volumes for the entire NT.
    He wrote back and said, “Let’s order the whole set – both NT and OT.”
    He found out how much they would cost, calculated shipping, and told me it would come out to just under $1000.
    Then he said, “The church will be getting a check for $1000 this weekend.  So go ahead and order them.”
    Isn’t that wonderful?
    The fact that he would have such a passion for that ministry was encouraging, and the fact that he would be that generous is really encouraging…
    But what makes it the most encouraging of all is his attitude.  
    No one asked anyone to buy commentaries for the library.  It just arose right out of his own heart for all of you.
    And it really struck me that he wants to pay the shipping.  
    This guy knows full well that the church could easily afford to pay the shipping on those.  
    The fact that he wants to figure that in to his gift just illustrates that overflowing kind of joy that we read about last week, that just gives such a fullness to our generosity. 
    That kind of thing happens from time to time.
    And while it’s true that we don’t want to create an atmosphere where people are tempted to give so they will be praised in front of the church, but maybe we should be doing more to tell you about thing like that.
    Generosity is hard, but it becomes easier when you see it (especially when you see it directed at you – that man could have bought those commentaries for himself, but he bought them for you because he love you).
    Randy Alcorn tells the story of how one family in his church decided to forgo giving Christmas presents one year so they could put that money toward freeing brothers and sisters in Christ who were slaves in Sudan.  
    Then the 4th grade class at the school did work projects and raised thousands of dollars for that.
    One 6th grade girl gave $50 that she had saved up to register for a basketball league.  
    One family had saved several hundred dollars to go to Disneyland, and their child asked if they could give their money to help the slaves instead.
    Before long the people had given $60,000 to free those slaves, and the church never took a single offering for that.
    It was just people telling each other their giving stories, and that joy was contagious.
    The stories so thrilled and encouraged the body that they all responded with that same joy.
    Why keep that a secret?
    Alcorn says, “It was one of the church’s finest hours.”   
    Ro.13:7
Give everyone what you owe him: … if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
    We don’t withhold praise in other areas for fear of corrupting people’s motives.  So why do that in the area of giving?
    Maybe it’s time we open this area of our lives up to one another.
    Maybe when the Bible says let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds – maybe we should stop exempting our finances from that verse.
    Perhaps we should take to heart the principle of this passage, and we should test the legitimacy of our own love by comparing our generosity to the earnestness of the most generous people around.
    I realize this is a new idea for a lot of you, and would probably come as a shock to your system if we suddenly became as public about our giving as we are about our prayers or other elements of the Christian walk.
    But at the very least, how about we begin with our close friendships?
    There are people you know whose motives you can trust, and who know your motives.  
    The next time you’re out to dinner with them, why not ask, “What do you do in this whole area of the grace of giving?  What percentage do you give?  Here’s how much I make - What do you think I should do?”
    Giving is such an important part of the Christian life.  
    As a church that is committed to the building up of the saints and the spiritual growth of the body, we can’t afford to just ignore an area this crucial.
    And if you doubt how crucial giving is, just look at the terms Paul uses for this collection.
    He calls it a blessing (eulogia) in 2 Co.9:5 – We get our word “eulogy” from it.  It’s the same word for the blessing we say over the cup in communion.
    He calls it a leitourgia (priestly service) in 2 Co.9:12.  We get our word “liturgy” from that.
    He calls it a koinonia (fellowship) in 2 Co.8:4, a diakonia (ministry) in 2 Co.8:4, and, of course, a charis (grace) several times.  
    Those are not financial terms or accounting terms.  
    They are all terms derived from the vocabulary of human relationships with God and sacred acts of worship.
    You can hardly overstate the importance of giving to God in the Christian life.
    The role it plays in 2 Corinthians is as a test of whether or not the Corinthians’ repentance is genuine and they are truly saved.
    There is a reason for that.
    More of you have commented to me during this series about feeling convicted than any series I’ve ever done.
    Why do you suppose that is?  
    We are a wealthy culture.  You would think we would hear some sermons on giving and think, “God wants me  to honor Him with a portion of my wealth.  No problem.”
    But instead we struggle and squirm and feel so convicted.
    That’s because nothing tells the truth about your heart like money.
    A phony faith will be able to fake it in other areas, but usually not in the area of finances.
    So let’s encourage each other in this grace of giving, because you can grow by looking at the example of others.
    And if the example of the Macedonians isn’t motivating enough, Paul gives an even higher example of generosity and grace starting in v.9:
    Let’s Follow Jesus’ Example
    9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
    When you seek to follow the example of a godly man or woman, that is a good thing to do, but when you do it always remember that you are following that person only as he or she follows Christ.
    It is Christ, not anyone else, you are ultimately striving to emulate. 
    Following other people’s example is helpful only insofar as it helps you be more like Christ.
    Again Paul uses the term “grace.”  
    Giving everything up was Jesus’ grace – His ministry.  His calling.
    though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor 
    This passage points to the pre-existence of Christ.  He never became rich.  He was rich for all eternity past.
    Before He came to earth and took on human flesh, He was rich.
    He was infinitely rich.  He had an infinite amount of every kind of wealth and good thing.
    And He enjoyed all that to an infinite degree, which means for Jesus to give that up was infinitely harder than for you to give up even your most precious thing.
    For Christ to give that up was more difficult than for you to give up your spouse or children.
    “It couldn’t have been that hard, because He knew He was only giving it up for the time He would be on earth.”
    How does that reasoning work when you use it on yourself?
    If you feel the Lord would have you make a sacrifice and give some gift that will really cost you…
    And you are reluctant because you don’t want to give it up, if someone says, “Don’t worry about it.  You only have to give it up for this lifetime.”
    - Does that make it easy to do?  It’s still a sacrifice.
    If you want to spend some time thinking through what all Jesus gave up, and you want to meditate on that, listen through the Humility series – especially tape 54, the self-emptying of Jesus.
    Jesus was infinitely rich in heaven, and gave it all up and became poor.
    He was born into this world and lived not only in financial and material poverty, but, in comparison with what He was used to, every kind of poverty.
    All of the glories of heaven – the splendor, the joy, the worship, the music, the food, the fellowship…
    He gave it all up.
    He became poor spiritually, so that you and I could become rich spiritually.
    so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
    Through His death on the cross, we can know unlimited spiritual riches.
    Gal.3:13
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree."
    He took our spiritual poverty so that we could know His spiritual riches.
    2 Cor.5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
    What an incredible statement!
    That’s not talking about becoming a sin offering. When the word “sin” is used in the sense of “sin offering” it always appears in the genitive case (“of sin’).  Here it is in the accusative.   It says He became sin.  
    Jesus became sin in the same sense that we have now become the righteousness of God – that is, legally in God’s sight.  
    In practice, you and I are not perfectly righteous.  
    But legally before God, He considers us righteous.
    In the same way, Jesus never actually became sinful.  But legally before God He was considered by God to be guilty of all our sin.
    This is relevant for us in the grace of giving both for example and motivation.
    First, we follow His example.
    For a gift to mean anything to God the giving of it must reflect His character.  
    And His great gift to us was completely voluntary and free.
    The phrase he became poor is not in the passive voice.  It’s the active voice. 
    He didn’t fall upon hard times in heaven, or draw the short straw and have to be the one to come accomplish redemption.
     He made Himself poor by a free decision of His will.
    Nothing compelled Him to give up the glories of heaven and take on human flesh, and give His life for us.
    No one required that of Him.  No one even asked it of Him.  It arose completely out of His love.
    The example of Jesus is at the opposite end of the spectrum from the Macedonians.  
    They were an example of giving out of extreme poverty.  
    Jesus is an example of giving out of incalculable wealth.
    And so these principles apply exactly the same no matter where you are on that continuum.
    So the generosity of Christ serves as an example for us.  
    And it also serves as a motivation.
    No Christian can read this verse and give it even the most shallow consideration without going away with a desire to be generous.
    The only explanation for stinginess in the Christian life is a failure to think through how much you have been given.
    If some rich man walked up to you and gave you $100 million as a gift, and 20 minutes later you got a phone call from a friend who said, “I have a crisis.  My car broke down and I can’t get to work”…
    If you couldn’t find it in your heart to help him get his car fixed, the only explanation would be that the gift you just received hasn’t sunk in.  
    Because no one, after getting $100 million as a gift, would begrudge someone in need a few hundred.
    And that’s especially true if all the rich guy had was $100 million.
    Jesus gave up everything for us – even His very life.
    There is no way you can get a gift like that and then turn around and be tight-fisted with the relative pennies in your bank account…
    - unless you just don’t really believe what the Bible says about how much grace you’ve been given.
    So, we’ve studied the motive for giving (joy and grace), and the standard for giving (the example of generous people and of Christ Himself)…
    Now Paul calls for action.
    Let’s Do It!
    10 And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: 
    That’s not a good translation.  Paul literally says, “I am giving you my judgment on this matter because that is what is best for you.”
    Paul is offering counsel for their specific circumstance, and it’s counsel that is in their best interests. 
    And don’t be thrown off by the word “advice.”  Some translations even say “opinion.”  
    That’s misleading. 
    It’s not that Paul is saying, “This is my own personal opinion – I could be right and I could be wrong – who knows?”
    What would be the point of putting something like that in Scripture?  
    Paul uses this term when he is rendering a judgment on a specific application for a specific group of people.
    He doesn’t use the universal language of a command, because it’s not God’s will across the board that every Christian send money to Jerusalem. 
    But in this instance, Paul let’s the Corinthians know, that it is best for them to participate in this specific giving opportunity.
    So here’s a literal translation of this whole section:
    And I am offering a judgment in this matter; for this is of advantage to you, you being the type of people who began last year not only the doing but the willing.  However, now finish also the doing, in order that, as there is the readiness of willing, so also there may be the finishing from what you have.
    “You started the doing last year because of your willing, that was interrupted by your period of sin, but now you have supposedly repented and the willing is supposedly back, so let’s see the doing.”
    That’s pretty practical, isn’t it?
    How often our doing fails to live up to our willing!
    The Corinthians had made the decision to collect and give this gift the year before.  
    And they started to act on that decision, but then it just kind of fell by the wayside.
    That’s so common.  
    A church makes a decision to do some wonderful thing, and the resolution passes unanimously with a whole lot of enthusiasm and “amen”s…
    But a year later, it hasn’t happened.
    That happens to us as individuals too.  
    Maybe you hear these messages on giving, and you get all revved up, and you decide you are going to put them into practice…
    But somehow it just never seems to materialize.  
    You’ve made a lot of decisions while sitting in hear listening to the sermons, but the truth is your spending and your budget is pretty much the same as it was before.
    You get really convicted, and you make all kinds of decisions about what you are going to do…
    And six months from now, you look at your budget, and nothing’s changed.
    The will is a complex thing, and there are various levels of willing.
    At one level you can sincerely desire to do something, but with no result.
    At another level you can not only desire to do something, but make a decision to do it…and still, it doesn’t seem to happen.
    But there are some times when the willing is so strong it doesn’t rest until it results in the doing.
    Paul is saying, “That’s the only level of willing that matters.”
    Maybe if we held each other accountable in this area we would have a little more doing to go with our willing.
    The question isn’t, “Are you willing to put these principles into practice?”  The question is, “Are you willing enough so that it actually happens?”
    Paul won’t give them a dollar figure or even a percentage.
    He wants to bolster their willingness, but he doesn’t want to urge them beyond their willingness.
    Nor does he want to urge them beyond their means.
    …According to Our Means
    12 For if the willingness is there, it is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have. 
    Once again we see that the acceptability of a gift is dependent on your willingness, and is measured in terms of your means.
    The word “gift” isn’t in the original.  It just says “it,” and it refers not to the money, but to the willingness.
    The offering that is either acceptable or unacceptable to God is not the money.  It’s the willingness.
    When you put an offering in the box – God pays no attention to the money (He doesn’t need to be financed).  
    All He sees is how much willingness you put in that box.
    And again, that’s why it’s always measured in terms of percentage.   
    Want to know how generous you would be if you were rich?  I can tell you.  Just look at the percentage you give now – that’s the accurate measure of your generosity.
    If you are only giving 3 or 4 percent of your income now, I guarantee you would be just as stingy and tightfisted if you were rich (probably even more).
    When a poor man gives $100, and that’s 20% of his income, that $100 weighs the offering plate down more than a 5% gift from a rich man – even if that gift is a million dollars.
    Always – wherever you look in the Bible, God’s desire for all people in every age is that you give in accordance with your income.
    Figure your total income – your paycheck, your benefits, gifts – all your increase – everything the Lord has blessed you with…
    Then determine what percentage you want to give, and give that percentage.  
    What should the percentage be?  
    Well, the first principle he gives is that it doesn’t have to be inordinately high. 
    13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, 15 as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."   
    Ex 16:11-18 is the story of when God first provided manna for the Israelites in the desert.
    16 This is what the LORD has commanded: 'Each one is to gather as much as he needs. Take an omer (half gallon) for each person you have in your tent.'" 
17 The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18 And when they measured it by the omer, he who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little. Each one gathered as much as he needed. 
    God performed an equalization miracle in every tent every morning.
    Some people collected a whole bunch, and other didn’t get as much.  
    But when they measured it out, everyone ended up with an omer per person.
    God didn’t want some people to go without just because of a limited ability to gather, and He didn’t want some people to have extra just because of a greater ability to gather.
    Some of you have a far greater ability to gather money than others.  But God’s desire is that we move in the direction of equality.  You’ve sacrificed, worked hard, gotten an education, climbed the ladder, you’ve gathered much.  God’s wants you to share with those who have gathered little. 
    That’s not to say you should finance people’s laziness.
    If a man won’t work, don’t let him eat.  But if he will, but has a tough time, we need to share.  And the reason God has enabled some of you to gather more is so you can give more.
    That’s one of the purposes of income.
Eph 4:28  He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need. 
    In that passage, the whole point of getting a paycheck is to enable you to give.
    Do you see your paycheck as having that purpose?  Do you desire a raise so that you can give more?  When you get a raise, is your first thought, “Praise God!  Now I can give more”?
    Now, when Paul says “equality” he’s not saying everyone has to have the exact same amount.    He’s just saying that our giving should be moving us in the direction of equality.
    But don’t try to turn this into some mandate for communism.  God blesses you with increase for other reasons too – one of which is your enjoyment.
    In Acts 5, when Annanias was about to be executed by God for lying, Peter wanted to make it clear that his punishment had nothing to do with how much he gave – only the lying about it.  He sold land and lied and made it sound like it was more than it was.  And for that God put him and his wife to death.  But first He made it clear that if they had just been truthful, the amount they gave was fine.
    Acts 5:4  Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? 
    If he had just kept the land, that would have been OK.
    If God has blessed you with wealth, it’s not wrong to enjoy that wealth within reasonable and wise limits.
    When God wanted to bless Job, one way He did it was by making him very rich.
    Sometimes God does that, and when He does, it’s appropriate to enjoy His blessings.
    When Paul addresses the question of rich people in 1 Tim 6:17-19, he doesn’t rebuke them for being rich or command them to get rid of their wealth.  He just requires that they have a proper attitude, and that they be generous.
    Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
    So it’s not wrong to enjoy wealth.
    If God piles a lot of money into your hands, that’s fine – as long as you keep those hands open and don’t squeeze them around that money and become tight fisted. 
    With great blessing comes great responsibility.  And the more God gives to you, the more freely you should give to others.
    So it’s OK to enjoy your wealth, as long as you also see one of the purposes of that wealth to give generously.
    So Paul says 13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed,
    God doesn’t require you to give yourself into poverty.
    That’s not to say it’s wrong to do that.  The Macedonians were praised for going beyond this principle. 
    All that was required was for them to give an amount commensurate with their income, and they gave much more – and were praised for it.
    When Paul talks to the Philippians about what they gave to meet his need, in the very next verse he talks about God meeting their need (Php.4:13)
    They gave to his need so much they ended up being in need.  
    Living in poverty so you can give to others is commendable, but God doesn’t require that of you.
    It’s enough to just give an amount in keeping with your income.
    In 125 AD a philosopher by the name of Aristides looked at Christianity and said, “They are remarkable people…They love one another, they take care of the widow and orphan, the one who has gives generously to the one who has not, if they see a stranger they bring him under their roof and rejoice over him as if he were their brother, for they call themselves bretheren, not after the flesh but after the Spirit and in God…and if they hear that any of their number is in prison or oppressed for the name of their Messiah all of them provide for his needs, and if it’s possible that he may be delivered they deliver him, and if there is among them a man that is poor and needy, and they don’t have anything extra, they will go 2 or 3 days without food that they may supply the needy with his necessary food.” 
     More than once in recent months I’ve seen the secular press publish articles about how giving in church is way down and on the decline.
    In 125 AD the world looked at the Church and saw givers.
    In our day the Church has become so infiltrated with the world there’s no telling what the pollsters will see when they look at us.
    But let it be that if anyone looks at us here at Creekside they say, “They are remarkable people.  Look how they give.”

    BENEDICTION:
Eph.2:4-10 because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions… 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus 
 
Review questions:
When is public giving wrong?
	When it’s done to show off

When it’s done for self-justification
When it’s done to put others down 
	     When is public giving good?

    When it’s a display of true righteousness, which can encourage others.
    
 


