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And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints.   5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us-see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 
    We are in the midst of a study on giving.
    But this is a very important thing for us as a church to study. 
    If you are wondering where this fits in to our 4 core commitments – the 4 essentials of a healthy church that serve as the foundation of absolutely everything we do at Creekside…
    The answer is, it doesn’t fit in to one of those 4.  It is one of the 4.
    The four commitments are Scripture, prayer, worship and fellowship.
    And a synonym for fellowship is giving to one another.  That’s what fellowship is.  It’s when Christians get together and, using their spiritual gifts, give of themselves to one another.
    We began this study by looking at the OT teaching about giving, and then last Sunday did an overview of Jesus’ teaching on the subject.
    This morning we are going to turn our attention to the greatest passage in all of Scripture on the subject of giving: 2 Cor.8,9.
Context: The Collection
    During the time of the writing of the NT, there was a massive project underway that involved the entire Church.
    It all started way back when Paul first became an Apostle.  The 12 checked him out, and gave him their approval.
    And when they approved him, they said, “You’re just fine – knock yourself out reaching the Gentiles.  We only require one thing from you…remember the poor” (Gal.2:9-10)
    Paul had a mandate right from the start to remember the poor.
    When God revealed that there would be a famine in Jerusalem, the Apostles decided to organize a giving project to help them.
    This project became a major theme in the NT.
    It is mentioned in Acts 11:29,30, 12:25, 1 Co.16:1,2, Ro.15:25-28, Paul brings it up in his trial before Felix in Acts 24:17.  
    And in 2 Cor. there are two entire chapters devoted to discussing it.  
    It took over a year to complete, and churches all over the Gentile world participated. 
    It was really a big deal for Paul, not only because of his compassion for the poor, but even more because of his passion for the unity of the Church. 
    Paul figured if the Jews got a huge gift from the Gentiles, that would 
#1 cause the Jews to accept the Gentiles into the family of believers and produce unity from the Jewish end, and 
    #2 cause the Gentiles to have a greater love for the Jewish Christians, because your heart tends to follow your money.
    And so that would bring unity from the Gentile side.
    Paul wanted the Gentiles to realize the fact that they owed their spiritual lives to the Jews, since salvation came from the Jews.
    That’s a principles we see several times in Scripture. 
    If someone benefits you spiritually, the least you can do is support them financially. 
    Ro.15:26-27
Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in the Jews' spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share with them their material blessings. 
    So beyond just compassion, Paul had an overriding theological purpose in collecting this money.  
    His great concern was the unity of the Church, and nothing brings unity like sacrificial giving.
    In fact, some people have gone so far as to suggest that Paul was so adamant about this collection, because he thought when he brought the gift it would be the fulfillment of Ro.9-11.
    The unbelieving Jews would be amazed at the Gentiles’ faith, would become jealous and turn to Christ themselves, all Israel would be saved, and then Jesus would return.
    I think those people are getting a little carried away.  If Paul really thought the Second Coming would happen when he brought his gift, you have to wonder why he had plans to go to Spain afterward.
    But the principle is a valid one.  Giving does bring unity.
    Do you have trouble getting along with someone in the body of Christ?  
    Maybe someone you just don’t like, or who gets on your nerves, or that you have a hard time forgiving for something?
    Give him a gift.  A big gift – something that really costs you.
    That’s what Paul wanted the Gentiles to do for the desperately poor Christian Jews in Jerusalem.
    For the remainder of our study on giving, I want to focus on 2 Co.8,9, where Paul discusses this gift in great detail.
    I had planned on just giving an overview of these chapters in a single sermon, but the principles in these chapters are so rich and packed full of insights, that it would just be wrong for us to skim over them.
    The point of ch.8 is pretty simple.  Paul wants the Corinthians to excel in this grace like the Macedonians.  
Excel in the same grace as the Macedonians & Prove our Bragging Right (8:1-9:5)
    And that summary introduces us to the first principle about giving:
Giving is a Grace
    And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace God has given (lit. given in) the Macedonian churches. 
    The word grace is very prominent in this chapter, and so it’s important that we understand how it’s used.
    It’s used 7 times just in ch.8.
    Paul often uses the word “grace” to refer to a ministry.  
    The word means “gift,” and so when Paul refers to a person’s ministry and wants to emphasize the fact that that ministry is a graciously given gift from God, he calls it a grace.
    So if he were here today he would talk about the fact that Holly Miller has the grace of being the church treasurer, or Dan Sedelmeier has the grace of arriving early and setting out the signs, or Jan Haight (and others) have the grace of giving bread to visitors.
    In Eph.3:2 Paul refers to his ministry of preaching the Gospel as the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you
    7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles
    His ministry of preaching is his grace.
    Then in 4:1 he says I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 
    He then spends five verses talking about how we are all one and unified…7 But to each one of us a grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.
    On the one hand we are all one in profound unity, but on the other hand each one of us has been given a different grace (ministry). 
    1 Cor.1:4-9
I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way-in all your speaking and in all your knowledge… 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift
    In that context the word “grace” and “spiritual gift” are essentially synonyms.  
    Both words point to the tools for ministry as well as use of the tools.
    So in 2 Cor.8:1, Paul is saying, “I want you to know about the giving ministry that God graciously granted to the Macedonian churches.”
    It’s not that God gave grace in return for their giving.  The giving itself was God’s grace.  
    When you give, that ministry is both God’s gift of grace through you and God’s gift of grace to you.
    God does great things through righteous giving, and the privilege of being the instrument of that giving is a gift of grace, that is to be highly prized.
    Those of you who just can’t seem to find a ministry, how about that one?  The only requirements are that 
#1 Your motives are pure, and 
#2 You have something.  
    If you have something, then you can give.
    Ever wonder why God doesn’t just make all the missionaries independently wealthy?  
    That would save a lot of trouble.  If whenever God decided to call someone into missions or pastoral ministry He just gave them enough money to do that ministry, everything could be fully funded without any giving.
    God doesn’t do that, because He wants the rest of the Church to participate in that ministry.
    Let me show you what I mean.  
    The church in Philippi was one of those Macedonian churches that Paul is talking about.
    Philippians was written 5 or 6 years later, and the Jerusalem crisis may have been over, but the Philippians were still giving just as generously as ever.
    In the early days of that church – when they had just been planted, Paul left that area to continue with his missions work, and he needed support.
    And of all the churches who owed their very existence to Paul, none of them were willing to help…
    None except the brand new little church in Philippi. (Php.4:15)  
    Later when Paul is in Thessalonica, again and again Paul was in need.  And again and again the church in Philippi sent him money. (Php.4:16)
    Then they sent him another generous gift, and with it they sent their beloved Epaphroditus to help Paul.
    Paul considered that support as a koinonia (fellowship, or participation) in his ministry.  
    By giving they weren’t supporting missions.  They were doing missions. 
    The people in Philippi were just as much co-laborers with Paul as was Barnabas, or Silas or Apollos.  
 
Php.1:3-8
I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your koinonia (partnership) in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. 
    Their grace of giving was equivalent to Paul’s grace of evangelism and church planting. 
     On Judgment Day, when the Apostle Paul receives all his rewards for spreading the Gospel around the world and establishing the Church, those regular folks that were part of that little church in Philippi who brought their money on the first day of the week will be standing right next to him receiving the same reward.
    And the point of v.6 is that their giving ministry was so profound and so important, that the effect of it would continue all the way to the Second Coming.
    he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
    That’s not talking about perseverance in salvation.  It’s talking about God continuing to use their giving ministry.
    And He has.  We profit from the fruit of their ministry even today.
    If you and I are grateful that we know the Lord, that the Gospel was handed down to us, and we have God’s Word, we have the Philippians to thank for that, because they are the ones that financed it when no one else would.
    That’s not just kicking in your fair share like club dues.  
    That is a grace.  It’s a ministry.  It’s a fellowship and participation if the spread of the Gospel and the work of the Kingdom of God.
    Do you want grace from God?  Give.  
    It’s your decision to give.  But the moment you do it, you can look back at it and see that it was God’s doing.  
    If you ever wake up one day and say, “I would like to see God in action,” just give something to someone with the right motive, and you have just seen God at work.
    How that works is a mystery to us.  How can it be you acting by your own free will and God acting also?
    Charles Hodge commented on this passage: 
“The liberality of the Corinthians was due to the operation of the grace of God.  The sacred writers constantly recognize the fact that the freest and most spontaneous acts of man…when good, are due to the secret influence of the Spirit of God, which eludes our consciousness.  The believer is most truly self-determined, when determined by the grace of God.” Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1950. p.192
The Source of the Grace: Joy
    In v.2 we discover the source of this grace.
    2 Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 
    To those terms sounds to you like they all belong in the same verse together?  rich generosity, most severe trial, overflowing joy, extreme poverty?
    The phrase translated severe trial means “to be tested by means of suffering.”  
    This whole thing happened during a period when they were in intense pain.
    They were tested by severe suffering.  And during that time of suffering, two things combined together to produce rich generosity: 
    Two ingredients to rich generosity.  
    Want to become generous?  These are two things that, when you combine them, out comes generosity:
	    overflowing joy
extreme poverty
    Now there’s an equation that human wisdom cannot understand.

    When it comes to suffering, poverty + joy = generosity.
    That only works when your mind is set on things above.
    And the active ingredient, of course, is joy.  Poverty alone doesn’t cause generosity.
    This is a principle worth exploring a bit, because mostly you hear it the other way around.
    If you listen to the health/wealth heretics, like Joyce Meyer or Benny Hinn or John Avenzini, or any of those people on TBN, their message is this:
    1. Dig deep, make a sacrifice, and somehow force yourself to give.  
    2. God will respond by blessing you financially, so you will have material wealth.
	    And when you get that money, then you’ll be happy.  That’s what will produce real joy.

    So you should give to achieve joy.
    But this passage says the opposite.  They didn’t give to find joy.  They had joy, and that’s what caused them to give.
    If you want to improve in the area of generosity, if you want to excel in the grace of giving, if you wish you had more of a willing heart in your giving…
    Then you need to work on your joy life.  
    What you need isn’t better budgeting.  What you need is more joy.
    When you have real joy, the giving will come naturally.  
    In the movies, when a man’s wife delivers a baby, he hands out cigars to his friends.  Why?
    Why does someone need to smoke in response to a baby being born?  What do those two things have to do with each other?
    The reason for that is this very principle.  When you have joy, the natural response is to give.  The man is happy, and wants to celebrate, and so he gives gifts to his friends so they can rejoice with him.
    Joy makes you generous.
    People get married, and take hundreds (or thousands) of dollars that could go into furniture or a place to live, and they spend it on food and drinks for all their friends on their wedding day.
    The joy of the Macedonians didn’t come from the fact that they gave and then God blessed them with a lot of wealth – He hadn’t.  
    They were desperately poor.
    When you learn the secret of contentment, and you understand the gravity of your calling and your ministry, and you gain insight into your salvation…
    Your daily life will be so full of joy that you will not only give generously, but you will take great pleasure in that giving.
Giving Out of Poverty
     The other ingredient was poverty. 
    They were poor, so they gave.
    If you think you don’t have enough money to be generous, think again.  
    The word used here refers to the destitution of a beggar.
    Macedonia was not a poor culture at all, and yet the church was desperately poor. 
    That means it is very likely that the churches there were desperately poor as a result of persecution. 
    They had so little, and were suffering so much in their poverty, but when they saw the opportunity to be the grace of God, they were like kids in a candy story.
    That’s the good kind of greed.  They were greedy to be God’s grace to the brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. 
    If you are planning on becoming generous once you have more money, forget it. 
    If you can’t trust the Lord now, you really won’t be able to do it when you have so much that it seems like you have all you need.
    If you aren’t faithful with a little, don’t expect the Lord to ever entrust you with much.
    Why would He?
    Getting more money doesn’t change a person’s heart for the better.
    If the Lord wants resources distributed, the logical thing to do with them would be to for Him to put them into the hands of someone who is a giver.
    If you think, “Once I become wealthy, then I’ll be generous,” you are like the farmer whose friend asked, “If you had two farms, would you give one to the Lord?”  
“Of course!”
“If you had two houses, would you give one to the Lord?”
Absolutely!”
“If you had two pigs, would you give one to the Lord.”
“Wait a minute – you know I have two pigs.” 
    We are always so generous with what we don’t have.  We’re so generous with what we think we will someday have.
    But what we fail to realize is that the virtue of generosity has nothing to do with what you have or don’t have.
    And beyond that, few, if any of us face poverty that is anything like poverty in the 1st century.
    Poverty is not eating government cheese.  Poverty is going without food.
    Poverty is not having to buy clothes at garage sales.  Poverty is not being able to buy clothes.
    We think we are poor when we have to drive on bald tires or struggle to make all our payments – even though we all have a roof over our heads and at the very least 3 meals a day.
    The fact is we are all living in a culture of almost unprecedented wealth.
    Let’s face it.  We aren’t reluctant to give more because of a fear that without that money we might die.
    We are reluctant because of our materialism.
    Our big, painful sacrifices are at the level of how many inches across our TV screen is, or getting a car with 50K mi. instead of 100K.
    Every recent study on giving in the United States results in unbelievably low levels of giving.  
    Materialistic people in materialistic societies don’t give, because materialism strangles joy, and sacrifices it on the altar of happiness.
    Happiness is when you feel good because of what is happening around you.  
    Joy is an inner delight that overrides what is happening around you.
    Materialism trades joy for happiness.
    And so everything is focused on that next item that you still don’t have.
    My happiness comes not from the house I have now, but from the improved house I’ll have once I can afford to remodel. 
    My happiness doesn’t come from the car I have now, it comes from that car that is the next level up that I’ll get once I can afford it.
    All my happiness is tied to what I’m working to afford.
    And so the most painful thing I can do is give, because all that does is tear away my chances at happiness.
    In my college dorm room I say, “I’ll be happy when I get married and we get our own place.”
    Then I sit in my apartment and say, “What I meant to say was, I’ll be happy once I can afford to get out of this crackerbox and get into a house.”
    Then it’s when I get the house remodeled.   Then it’s when I get a bigger house…
    We aren’t like the Macedonians, who probably had to give up things like food and clothes to give.
    We struggle with giving because we have to give up perimeter weighted golf clubs or an ice maker in the door of our refrigerator. 
    - Or we might face the greatest disaster of all and our kids might have to share a bedroom!
    Materialism always reneges on its promise of happiness, strangles joy altogether, and so what little giving it will allow is excruciatingly painful.
    But the man who puts his hope in the Lord, and learns to take delight and find satisfaction in Him alone is filled with joy peace as he trusts in God, so that he overflows with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Ro.15:13)
    The Macedonians were destitute, and look at the intensity of the desire they had to give:
Desire
3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege (lit. grace) of sharing (lit. koinonia, fellowshipping) in this service to the saints.   
    Again, the freedom of it is so important.
    That was the key point that we saw in the OT, it was the key point in Jesus’ teaching, it’s emphasized here, it will be emphasized next week…
    The fact that the gift must be freely given is critically important. 
    Your wife doesn’t want to have to call you at work and say, “Honey, would you mind stopping on the way home tonight and picking up a dozen roses to give me – just as a special gesture of love?” 
    All the women will attest that it looses something when it’s compulsory.  
    Evidently, Paul was refusing to allow them to participate at first.
    He must had decided it was unwise
    Like Moses in
Ex 36:4-7
So all the skilled craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work 5 and said to Moses, "The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the LORD commanded to be done." 
6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. 
    How many times have you seen that happen?  “Today’s offering will be cancelled, because you people are just recklessly giving way too much.”
    Paul kept refusing and they kept insisting.  
    The word is “begging.”  They are like your kids in line at the store.
    Pleeeeeese?  Please, please, please…”   
“No.” 
“Come on, just this once?”
I said no.”
All the other churches get to participate.  And we owe the Jews just as much as anyone else.  Pleeeeeese?”
    When Paul went to Macedonia, he had a best case scenario in mind for a godly response for them, but that’s not how they responded.
    5 And they did not do as we expected (lit: hoped)
    Paul had high hopes for them, but they didn’t do as he had hoped.
    Instead, they far exceeded those hopes.
    but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. 
    There were two things about their giving that raised it to a level beyond even what Paul had hoped for: the gift, and the priority.
    1. The gift. 
    Paul had hoped they would give money.  But they gave money only in a secondary way.  That wasn’t really the heart of the gift.
    Look at what word follows the word “gave.”  What did they give?
    There is no mention of money anywhere in v.5.  What they gave was…themselves.
    There is a huge difference between making a donation and giving yourself.
    There are some people who come into church, see the offering plate, and think, “I need to do my duty and kick in my fair share.”
    That’s making a donation.
    That’s not what these people were doing.
    They heard about the struggle of the Jewish Christians (these people who were there bitter enemies, but now were precious brothers and sisters in Christ), and from the depth of their being they wanted to help them.
    They were consumed with the desire to bless the believers in Jerusalem. 
    And so whatever was needed, they would have done. 
    If it had been labor, no doubt they would have found a way for a bunch of them to go down there to help with labor.
    If it were something else, they would have done that.
    In this case all they needed was money, and so these people gave.
    And it wasn’t enough for these people to know that the church in Jerusalem was getting just any money.  They wanted it to be their money.
    They wanted to be participants. 
    There is a such a difference between giving out of your resources, and giving yourself. 
    There is a night and day difference between someone who is just kicking in his fair share, and…
    - someone who spends time thinking about the radio ministry, thinks about the people who don’t have access to expository teaching, and thinking about the spiritual fruit that will come from their lives, and then saying, “My stocks are going down the tubes, I’m losing everything, I need to invest my money in a more secure investment, I think I’ll write a check to pay for the first 6 months of the radio broadcast.”
    That’s how Food For Your Soul got started by the way.
    That’s giving of yourself.  
    Giving yourself is when you immerse yourself so deeply in a passion for the work of the ministry, that you just do whatever it takes to make that ministry succeed. 
    And it’s all rooted out of love.
    The guy who started our radio ministry wrote a check for thousands, not because he had piles of money laying around the house that he needed to get rid of, but because of the love in his heart for the people who need that ministry.
    When you give money to support Danelle in China, you do it out of love for those Chinese students who need to hear the Gospel.
    So it comes out of a love for people, which comes out of love for God.
    So what really floored Paul was the fact that they gave themselves, and…
    2. The priority
 
they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.
    First to God, and only then to our project in keeping with God’s will.
    (He throws in the phrase in keeping with God’s will, because while giving yourself to God is always a good thing, giving yourself to someone’s specific ministry is only a good thing if it’s God’s will in your situation.  In this case it was.)
    The highest motive is not just philanthropy (love of man).  The highest motive is philotheos (love of God – see 2 Tim.3:4).
    That’s why we put our gifts into the church offering instead of the United Way or the guy ringing the bell at the mall at Christmas time.
    Our giving is targeted toward ministry, because above all we love God and His kingdom and the work of His kingdom.
    The churches in Macedonia first gave themselves to God, and then they gave themselves to the Apostles...
    And they did all that before they gave a dime of money.
    The money was just an expression of that.
Follow Their Example
    Now, based on the example of the Macedonians, Paul turns his attention to the Corinthians.
    They had begun to collect toward this effort, but then had stopped.   And now Paul is trying to get them to finish what they started.
    6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you excel in everything-in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us-see that you also excel in this grace.  (The Greek doesn’t have “of giving” – just “this grace”).
    Paul is reminded them of something that we all need to be reminded of – the gift of giving is like the other spiritual gifts.
    It’s a gift.  It’s listed in Ro.12 right in the middle of the list of gifts alongside prophecy, serving, teaching, encouraging, leadership, and showing mercy (vv.6-8).
    There are some charismatics who think the only gifts there are are the miraculous ones – like tongues or healing.
    And so they call the church and ask, “Do you believe in the gifts of the Spirit?”  
    (All Christian churches believe in the gifts of the Spirit)
    When they say that, they aren’t talking about gifts like leadership or teaching or mercy.  They are only asking if we believe in the miraculous gifts.
    Probably the last thing they have in mind is the gift of giving.
    When people call and ask me if we believe the gifts are for today I’m tempted to say, “Yes!  We have an offering every Sunday!”
    If you have studied 1 Corinthians at all, you can see that Paul purposely lists the gifts that they were especially good at – the ones they really took pride in.
    7 you excel in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in love… 
    And then he tells them to be as excellent and earnest and passionate, and committed to the ministry of giving as they are in those other areas.
    I thought about how to apply that to my own heart and to Creekside.
    What do we excel at?  What do we prize highly in our ministry?
    One of the first things that come to mind is expository preaching and teaching.
    We are real big on teaching and sound doctrine.
    Because of the mandate of Scripture and because of the terrible plague of shallow preaching in our culture, we are very zealous in that area.
    We have an extraordinarily rigorous evaluation process for pastor/elders at Creekside.  
    If you want to teach adults at Creekside, you not only have to be gifted and extensively trained, but you have to put in many hours into study – far more hours than most pastors spend on their sermons.
    We have the highest standards and are very zealous about teaching.
    So what would the Lord say to us?
    What He’s saying in this passage is: “Creekside – you excel in teaching and sound doctrine and your love for the Word.  See to it that you put that same energy and earnestness into your giving ministry.”
    If you are concerned about how Creekside is doing in the areas of teaching, knowledge, faith and love, you should be just as concerned about how we are doing in the area of giving.
    Don’t misunderstand that.  Don’t confuse giving with finances.  
    It’s not important how we are doing financially.  It is important how we are doing in the grace of giving.
    Our tendency is to fall into the error of assessing the giving just by looking at how much money we have.
    Church leaders will look at income and look at expenses, and if there isn’t enough money they tell the people, “You need to give more, because we need more funds.”
    But the most important question is not how much income we have.  It’s how much grace we have.
    I have to confess, even in our leadership meetings we have spent more time discussing how much money we have than how much grace we have.
    The dollar figure we have in the bank is of comparatively little importance.  But it’s critical that we be rich in grace.
    As we continue to move through these chapters, the percentages and amounts will become more clear.
    Before we are done I’ll try to give some specific, practical guidelines on how to determine how much the Lord would have you give.
    But let’s not think about that this morning.
    For now, let’s start at the beginning and ask the more fundamental questions:
    Not “How many dollars?” but “How much joy?”  “How much grace?”
    When you get home today, before you jump in to whatever you have planned this afternoon, pull out your last credit card statement and your checkbook.
    But don’t look at numbers.  Just look over the records and keep your eye open for grace.
    When you look in your checkbook, how much joy do you see?
    The Macedonians gave themselves.  When you look over in the “amount” column of your checkbook, scan down and see where you see a little picture of your soul in that column.
    “That’s a check I wrote because that’s where my heart is.  I spent that money, because that’s what I’m all about.”
    “This number is in this box, because this transaction had to do with what my life is centered around.”
    BENEDICTION:
2 Cor.13:11-14   Finally, brothers, good-by. Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss…14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



    Review questions:
	In what sense is giving a “grace”?

According to this passage, how does one make himself become more generous?
What is the relationship in this passage between joy and giving?
    
 


