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12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness…and patience. 
Patience
patience  Longsuffering.  Willingness to suffer a long time at the hands of another person for a long time without getting angry, retaliating or punishing the person. 

When someone does something wrong, there is a period of time between when you become aware of what has happened and when you act.  Patience is when that period of time is long.

Then he goes on in v.13 and expands on the meaning and implications of patience:
13 Bearing with each other and forgiving one another. 

At the moment of the offense you bear with the person, and from then on you forgive.

Bearing with
1.	Don’t be so easily offended.
2. Be slow to anger when you are offended.

FORGIVNESS

Definition
Forgiveness is simply letting the person off the hook with you -cancel what they owe you, release them from their obligation, do not punish them

It’s a decision to accept the pain or inconvenience the person caused you, and absorb the loss. 

Forgiveness is Free
By definition, forgiveness must cost the other person nothing.  

Forgiveness Is Repetitive
However many times you remember the offense, that’s how many times you must forgive. 

Forgiveness is a battle of the thought life.

But how do we win that battle?  What is our course of action when we sense ourselves sinking back into a private gossip session in our minds?  
Eph.4:32 says, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  
The resentful thoughts can’t just be pushed out of your mind without replacing them with something 

as the Lord has forgiven you.
Mt.18:21-35
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  32"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

* The King suddenly forgives the entire debt even though the guy didn’t ask for that.  Why?
* The heartless treatment of the 1st servant toward the second servant, right after being forgiven so much is a shock.
* The fact that this extremely merciful king would have this guy tortured for the rest of his life is more than you might expect.
* And the last line, that this is how the father will treat each of you if you do not forgive from your heart has puzzled interpreters for 2000 years.

21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  (unlimited)
1 Co.13:5 Love keeps no record of wrongs.  
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
A talent is about a million dollars (see notes of the parable of the talents).  So he owned $1000 million. (10 trillion).  

10K Talents is 60 million day’s wages.  If he worked 6 days a week and gave 100% of his income toward the debt, and there were no interest, in order to pay off the debt he would only have to keep that up for 200,000 years.

This is some debt.  He owed more money than there was currency in circulation!  

Besides, the word for 10,000 is muri,wn (from which we get “myriad”).  It was the highest number in the language.  It is sometimes translated “countless.”

On top of that, it’s the indefinite plural.  It’s the highest denomination in the culture, and it is the highest number in their language, plural – “countless millions.”

25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  
So this servant is in the most dire circumstance imaginable.  
26 "The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will pay back everything.' 

This is a critical part of understanding the parable.  The man refuses to even acknowledge the size of the debt.

27 The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the (loan) and let him go. 

Keep this in mind, because very often you will be tempted to withhold forgiveness until the person acknowledges how severely he has hurt you.  If you are thinking, “I don’t want revenge – but I can’t forgive until he understands how much it hurt me,” – you are not forgiving as you have been forgiven.

I’m not so sure this is a picture of salvation.
·	You don’t become a Christian by asking God for patience until you can pay all that you owe.  You become a Christian when you realize the debt is so massive you couldn’t begin to pay it, and you cry out not for patience, but for mercy and forgiveness.
·	This forgiveness was very temporary (didn’t even last one day) and contingent upon a certain behavior.

I don’t think this is a picture of salvation and apostasy.  If it pictures anything, it’s a picture of an unbeliever.

28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. 
10 to 20 thousand dollars.

Jesus acknowledges that those are huge, enormous debts.   But in comparison, they are so small that they become forgivable.  You will never have success in forgiving those kinds of things until you have an appreciation for how much you have been forgiven.

That’s where we left off last time.

He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 
Why the choking?  This is a parable – Jesus can make up whatever details He wants.  Why does He have the guy choke the second servant?  Wouldn’t the story be more gripping if he was friendly about his unforgiveness, and then was still judged for failing to forgive?

It might be gripping, but what Jesus is trying to do is emphasize a very crucial element of His lesson.  The problem with this guy runs deeper than unforgiveness.  It is lack of a compassionate heart.

The issue is mercy.  If you have a compassionate, merciful heart, forgiveness will be automatic.  The issue of whether or not you will forgive is settled long before the offense.  You are either a merciful person or you are not.  When someone sins against you that just reveals your heart.

Think of the person who is at the bottom of your list right now – the person who you never seem to have anything good to say about, the person who is always on your nerves.  When you think of that person, your first thought is always negative.

That is a person that you aren’t forgiving.  You are not merciful toward that person.  Your heart is not tender toward that person, is it?  

Isn’t it true that you always seem to notice what he does wrong, and rarely what he does right?
Isn’t it true that if you voiced out loud all your thoughts about that person, you would be guilty of gossip, at the very least?

Jesus wants you to look into the mirror of this parable and see yourself.  Look what you are doing.  You are choking that poor person!  You are slamming him into prison.  You’re not showing any mercy.  Even after you have been forgiven so much just today, you are being cold-hearted, hard-hearted and cruel toward that person.
29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 
The identical words he had just spoken.

Again, look into the mirror and see yourself.  See yourself walking through your house mumbling a little prayer, “Please forgive me for that Lord” – asking for mercy for a sin you just committed that deserved an eternity in hell

…and then moments later rolling the memory of some offense around on your tongue like a piece of candy – showing no mercy, magnifying the offense instead of covering it.

Can’t you hear those words you just uttered a little while ago – “Please have mercy on me Lord”?  Or are you like this first servant, who didn’t ever really think about how great his debt was?

30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
Debtors prisons were a place a person could work for a pittance, which went to the person he owned.  A person could earn so little there that it was a last resort.  You only did it if the person was unwilling to pay anything, in order to get what you could.

Or, like this man, you might do it out of pure spite – punishment. 

This is not the activity of a Christian.  Jesus said the merciful and the merciful alone will be shown mercy.

Keep in mind, this is a fellow servant.  This other guy also works for the king.  At that time it was illegal (not to mention very dumb) to arrest someone who worked for the king for a debt.

31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed (saddened) and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
Why did they see it as so morally repugnant?  In most cases, it’s not unreasonable to refuse to forgive a 10 to 20 thousand dollar debt.  The reason they are so bothered by it is because of what had just happened.

It’s not that the debt was so small, it’s just that it was minuscule in comparison with what he had just been forgiven. 

You can see that the whole problem stemmed from the fact that the first servant never came to grips with how large his initial debt really was.  That’s why he doesn’t have enough residual gratitude to forgive someone else.

32"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'
stronger in the Greek – more like, “Wasn’t it necessary…” (dei)

Note that he doesn’t say, “Shouldn’t you have canceled the debt?”  The concern is not so much the action of canceling the debt, but in the attitude of mercy.  He wouldn’t place himself in the other guy’s shoes. (Think about the situation from they other servant’s persepective.)

Think about the person who is in the doghouse with you.  Think about what it’s like to be in that doghouse.

If you think about that, and you think, “It must be miserable,” and a smile come across your face, you have an unmerciful heart.

Don’t turn this into some legalistic, external rule.  God is not concerned with just getting you to mouth the words, “I forgive you.”  He wants you to have a heart of compassion and mercy.
In v.34 we see an amazing thing.  Forgiveness revoked. 
34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
It’s interesting that he didn’t just put him in prison, but Jesus adds that he had him tortured – and not just for a day or two, but until he could pay the entire multi-kazzilion dollar debt (never).

Torture was not a normal part of imprisonment for debt.  It was not legal in Israel.  The pagans would sometimes have someone tortured to get the person or a friend to come up with the money.

That’s just part of the scenery of the parable and obviously does not apply directly to God.  The point that does apply is the fierce anger, and the severity of the punishment.

Someone like this is like the men in 2 Peter 2:20-21 they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness

In the book The Case for Faith, most of the chapters are excellent, but the one on hell is very weak. He says there is no torture in hell.  

But here Jesus uses torture as a temporal illustration of the eternal reality in hell.  That means what happens in hell is analogous to torture…only worse.

And the reason for the torture is his anger.  The fact that he was so merciful and compassionate before and so furiously angry now tells us something about this king.  He would forgive mishandled money, but not mishandled mercy.

Jas.2:13 – Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.

And then this shocking conclusion:
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 

I hope you take that seriously.  It’s pretty clear.  Jesus is saying if you are unmerciful, you can expect to have to pay your entire debt to God in hell for eternity.  

You can’t win God’s forgiveness, but you can lose it.
You can’t do anything to earn it, because it comes graciously.  But you can forfeit it.

Chrysostom commented on this and said What grief has someone caused you that compares to the grief you will cause yourself if you fail to forgive, and are then subjected to the unforgiveness of God?

In ch.5 Jesus said, Blessed are the merciful.  Here He says, “Unblessed are the unmerciful.”

This is a concept that Jesus taught often.  
Mt.6:12-15  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. …14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Mk.11:25  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 

Lk.6:37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.

Lk.11:2-4  He said to them, "When you pray, say: "…4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us

Mt.18:34-35 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."
So we are to forgive because we have been forgiven.
We are to forgive to a degree commensurate with what we have been forgiven.
We are to forgive as freely as we have been forgiven.
And we are to forgive in order to be forgiven in the future.

People often want to know, “How can I have assurance of salvation?”  And to get it they try to look back to their conversion to see if it was genuine.  That’s the wrong approach.  Assurance of salvation comes by examining your life since your conversion.

And one of the most often repeated tests of true salvation is mercy.  Jesus couldn’t have been more clear: If you are not a merciful, forgiving person, do not expect to go to heaven when you die.

One thing we see in this parable is that you can’t be unforgiving if you have an awareness of how much you have been forgiven.  It’s obvious from they way the first servant reacts that while he is choking that second servant he has absolutely no consciousness of what had just happened in his case.

On the other hand, a true believer is someone who does have a sense of having been forgiven a great debt, and that enables the believer to forgive.  That’s why Christians are capable of superhuman acts of forgiveness.  

What About Forgiving Yourself?
This is not a biblical concept.  It comes from the fact that people still feel rotten even after having been forgiven.  The reason they talk about forgiving themselves is they want to be rid of that rotten feeling.  

But forgiveness doesn’t eliminate that feeling.  That feeling is the natural result of facing reality (you are the kind of person who would do that kind of thing, and you did it).  

Comfort only comes from thinking through a greater reality (you are en-rout to becoming a better person).

What About Forgiving God?
This implies there was some offense, which is a blasphemous thought.  It also implies that God is somehow accountable to us – another blasphemous thought.  

If you have feelings like that, the solution isn’t for you to forgive God, it’s for you to come to know the true God.  If you think God has done something wrong, you have absolutely no idea who God is.
When God Doesn’t Forgive
Some people have tried to use this repeated command as an excuse not to forgive.  The argument is: “God wouldn’t require a higher standard of us than His own standard.  Since there are circumstances in which He does not forgive, we don’t need to forgive in those circumstances.”

So let’s examine the times when God doesn’t forgive.

1.	God requires confession.
1 Jn.1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

2.	God requires repentance (He won’t forgive a rebellious person)
Mk 1:4 John came…preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
Ac.2:38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Ac.8:21-23  Repent …and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will forgive you 
Acts 26:18

Dt.29:16-20 18 man or woman, clan or tribe …whose heart turns away from the LORD our God… 19 When such a person …invokes a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, "I will be safe, even though I persist in going my own way…   20The LORD will never be willing to forgive him (Josh.24:19, Jer.5:7, 

3.	God requires faith.
Ac.10:43  everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name. (13:38)

4.	God requires us to forgive.  He won’t forgive us if we won’t forgive others.

So does all this mean there are times we should not forgive?  Not necessarily.

The command is to forgive as you have been forgiven.  Nothing in the Bible says, “Don’t forgive in the cases where God doesn’t forgive.”  In fact, nothing in the Bible says “Don’t forgive” for any reason.
There are some things that are the prerogative of God that do not belong to us.

When Josiah was a toddler, there was a time when the girls assumed that if he didn’t do what they said, they could spank him.  There are some times, as a parent, when I cannot overlook a wrong, because it requires correction.  But there is never a time when my kids can’t overlook each other’s wrongs.

It’s the same way with other aspects of love.  We are to be kind as God is kind.  Someone might say, “God withholds kindness from those in hell.”  But the Bible doesn’t say, “Withhold kindness in the cases where God withholds it.”  It just gives the positive side – show kindness as God has shown it to you.

“But what about Lk.17:3?” If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, `I repent,' forgive him.

Doesn’t that imply that you don’t have to forgive unless the person repents?

No, for two reasons.
First, it doesn’t say that you withhold forgiveness if he doesn’t repent, it just says to forgive if he does say “I repent.”

Secondly, I really thing the point Jesus is making is that you should forgive even when the person’s repentance is bogus.  Think of the scenario – the guy does it 7 times in one day!  It’s possible to be truly repentant and then fall into the same sin again, but 7 times in one day?  I think the picture here is of repentance that is not genuine repentance.

Or at least it’s repentance that doesn’t appear to be genuine, which is the point anyway.  When someone keeps on offending you, and they won’t take what they are doing seriously, you still forgive.

I will say this, however: while you are to forgive every sin immediately regardless of the person’s attitude, that doesn’t mean there will be full reconciliation of the relationship.  That’s something that requires two people.

That’s why Ro.12:18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Some people make reconciliation impossible.  That’s not your fault.
  
However it is within your power not to hold a grudge and not to punish the person or withhold love in any way.

And let me also mention a third factor to keep in mind.   When the Bible talks about God’s forgiveness, it’s important to understand that God forgives on two levels: Eternal and temporal.
Mt.12:32  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 

There is temporal forgiveness in this age, and eternal forgiveness in the age to come.  That one little piece of knowledge will be a great help to you in understanding the statements of Scripture about God’s forgiveness.

Remember this – sometimes God will give temporal forgiveness and not eternal, and sometimes He will give eternal and not temporal.

Temporal Forgiveness Without Eternal
There is a sense in which God temporarily forgives every person his debt.  Instead of smashing us into hell the split second we first sin, He is…patient with us.  That is true of every person you see walking around.

Not everyone realizes his debt to God, and not everyone cries out for mercy.  But there is a sense in which everyone wants God to be patient and give more time.  And He does.

Just like we found in the parable of the talents – every person is a steward of the life he has been given.  God puts you one this earth and graciously gives you a job, a calling, a way to serve Him in a meaningful way.  If you choose to ignore that and live your life as if it belonged to you, you have stolen from God.

Nu 14:10-25  10 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the miraculous signs I have performed among them? 12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them…

Then Moses pleads for God to show mercy for the sake of His own name.

17"Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have declared: (then Moses quotes back to God what God had revealed to him about God’s character) 18`The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished… 

19In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until now." 

Here “forgiveness” is nothing more than God relenting from destroying them.  Moses is not talking about a one-time permanent personal redemption for all the individuals.  He is talking about God deciding not to destroy them on the spot for specific sins. 

20The LORD replied, "I have forgiven them, as you asked. 21 Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth, 22 not one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who disobeyed me and tested me ten times-- 23not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it. 

So He forgives again, but in the same breath says they will not enter the land flowing with milk and honey.  This forgiveness is simply the overlooking of a specific sin – not the total redemption we think of when we think of being saved.

Jos.24:19-20 He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you."

Again, forgiveness here is simply a decision not to destroy them for a specific sin.

Forgiveness in the age to come is ultimate salvation – heaven.  So what is forgiveness in this age?  I believe it is not salvation, but the decision God makes not to destroy a person or bring upon a person dire consequences for a specific sin in this life.

Lk.23:33-34  When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals-one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 

Was Jesus praying for all those people to go to heaven, even though they were rejecting Him?  Jesus had already said no one can come to the Father except through Him.  Jesus knew no one could ever be saved who rejected Him.

I believe Jesus, at that moment, knew the infinite anger and wrath God the Father must have had as He watched the crucifixion.  I shudder to think of what may have happened had Jesus not interceded at that point.  

It would have been perfectly appropriate at that moment for God to not only make the sky go black, but to rain down 100 lb. hailstones smashing every one of those people to bits.

But what happened to those people instead?  Nothing.

When Adam ate the fruit, God sent him out of the Garden and cursed the earth.
When the ancient world became evil in their thoughts, God sent a flood and drowned them all.
When the people of Sodom and Gomorra became perverse, God sent fire and brimstone and burned them to ashes.
When Nadab and Abihu offered unauthorized offerings in the temple, God struck them dead.
When 450 prophets of Baal worshipped that false god, God had every one of them slaughtered with the sword.
When some young men decided to mock God’s servant Elisha, God sent two bears to devour them.
When Ananias and Saphira lied about their gift, God killed them both on the spot.
And when people in the Corinthian church desecrated the communion time with their selfishness, God made some of them sick and others He killed.

But when God’s own covenant people brutally beat God’s own Son, rejected Him, mocked Him, whipped Him, spit at Him, humiliated Him and killed Him with the most painful death they could think of – all the time saying "Let his blood be on our head!" (Mt.27:25) – God did nothing.

Those people did that and then just walked away.
They kept breathing.  Their hearts kept pumping.  They remained healthy.  

I believe that was the answer to Jesus’ prayer.  
Eternal Forgiveness Without Temporal

Does Jesus’ sacrifice cover all our sins – even unknown sins? Yes.  (Nm.15:22-26)

And yet Jesus taught us to pray, “Our Father…forgive us our sins.” (Lk.11:4)  Clearly that is a prayer believers are to pray. 

Throughout the Psalms you seem redeemed people crying out to God for forgiveness (Ps.6,25,32,38,51,102,130,143).
Ps.6:1-2  O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath. 2 Be merciful to me, LORD
Ps.25:7  Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your love remember me, for you are good, O LORD.
11  For the sake of your name, O LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 
18  Look upon my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. 

1 Jn.1:9 uses the present tense – not “If we have confessed…”

Jas.5 and 1 Co.11 are examples of believers suffering temporal consequences for sin.

We understand that if you are a believer, you have eternal forgiveness.  Yet we still pray for temporal forgiveness.

Why?
Because there are two problems that need to be addressed when you sin: guilt and loss of intimacy.  Every time you sin, you incur guilt, which means you are deserving of punishment, and you move away from closeness to God.

Your eternal punishment has been taken care of, but there is still temporal punishment that the Lord uses to correct us.

So each time I sin, I am in need of two things: temporal forgiveness and reconciliation. 

There are temporal consequences – even punishments for sin in this life even for the believer.

Heb.12:5-11  you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he everyone he accepts as a son."  7Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 8If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 9Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 
The word punishes in v.6 is literally “whips.”  It’s the same word used to describe Jesus’ flogging at His crucifixion.

Did you know that sometimes in response to your sin God might give you a good flogging in this life – even though you have eternal forgiveness?

One reason we ask forgiveness for our sins as believers, even though we already have eternal forgiveness, is to restore the intimacy of the relationship.  We long for that full reconciliation of the relationship that is broken when we rebel against God.

And another reason to do it is to ask the Lord to forgo temporal punishment.  Kind of like when your kids disobey and say, “I know what I did was wrong, and I’m sorry.  I know you said I would be punished if I did that, but can I please just have another chance?”

Very often God will respond to that.

So we confess our sins.

What is confession?
Confession is not just admitting a sin.  When you confess your sins, that doesn’t mean you just cite them – rattle off a list.  

The word literally means “to agree.”  The idea is that you align your perspective about that sin with God’s.  You think about it the way He thinks about it.  You despise it.

It also involves acknowledging that God is just and correct in judging it.  Like David when he repented about the sin with Bathsheba.  When he wrote Ps.51, he knew that God had said the baby would die.  And yet he doesn’t say a word about that in the prayer.  Instead he says, “you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. (Ps 51:4)
 
Conclusion
I read of a drug addict who was holding up a market and shot and killed an innocent boy who happened to be in the store.  The father went to the prison just to tell that man that he forgave him.
That’s a man who understands something of the size of the debt he has been forgiven.

That’s why the Psalmist said, Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, who forgives all your sin. (Ps.103:2,3)

In light of what Christ suffered for us, for a Christian to be willingly unforgiving is unthinkable.  And to refuse to forgive even when a person has repented is such an egregious rebellion against the character of God that if that is what you are like it is very questionable whether you are saved.

Jesus spoke so often of the necessity for us to forgive one another in His sermons, conversations and prayers that you would have to be willfully blind to miss the point.

Especially in this parable.  Some parables are difficult to understand.  This would couldn’t be more clear.  It has three points:
·	The boundless grace of God
·	The absurdity of spurning that grace
·	The staggering, fearful fate awaiting those who do.
And it’s the third that Jesus emphasizes.
Dianne Bristol was a 20 year old young woman who was selling encyclopedias door to door in San Diego when she disappeared.

She disappeared because Micheal Keyes kidnapped her, raped and then strangled her to death.

Mrs. Bristol said when they got the news, “It was like a knife into the depths of our souls.” 

The judge who sentenced him to life said he was “cunning, calculating and callus, the most vicious killer I have encountered in my career.” 
 
The parents drove 2000 mi. to see him, and when they arrived they spoke not only to him but to the other inmates and said, “We love this special person from the bottom of our heart.  We harbor no hatred and no revenge.”  and they hugged him.

Keyes, as well as the friends of the Bristols, were astonished and bewildered at this response.  

Christians are capable of supernatural feats of forgiveness, because of how much they have been forgiven.
Sins against others
You can only forgive sins committed against you.  If someone murders your loved one, you can choose not to hold a grudge, but you can’t forgive that person’s debt to society.  It’s not up to you whether he should go to the electric chair.

A great example of this is David with Shimei in 2 Sam.16:5-8. (see pages 125-127 in Mac’s book).

It’s the same with the church.  You are not at liberty to short circuit church discipline in the case of a sin that harms the church. (see Mac 128-130, 134, 141-160)

Now what kinds of things are we to put up with?  Anything is too minor to confront.  If it’s something serious – I the person is living in unrepentant sin, you need to confront the person.  

But if it’s something too minor to confront – an annoying habit, a general lack of some virtue, immaturity, a funny look they gave you, etc., if you don’t feel it’s worth confronting, then just put up with it.

Those are your only two options.  Most people don’t want to confront sin, but they are not willing to bear with the person, so they just gossip about the person, look down on him, etc.

Scripture doesn’t give us that option.  Either it’s something worth addressing, or it’s nothing worth remembering.
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