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12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness…and patience.  Then he goes on in v.13 and expands on the meaning and implications of patience:
13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
Patience
patience  Longsuffering.  Willingness to suffer a long time at the hands of another person for a long time without getting angry, retaliating or punishing the person. 
	When someone does something wrong, there is a period of time between when you become aware of what has happened and when you act.  Patience is when that period of time is long.
	Bearing with
How do you become patient?  There are two aspects: (1) The moment of the offense (2) afterward.
	The first requires bearing with, and the second forgiveness.
	13 Bearing with each other  
1.	Don’t be so easily offended.
2. Be slow to anger when you are offended.
	and forgiving whatever grievances you may have against one another. 
	WHAT IS FORGIVNESS?
It is not forgetting.
It is not the elimination of pain.
True forgiveness will increase the pain. 
It is not the elimination of the temptation to be angry.
	Definition
Forgiveness is simply letting the person off the hook with you -cancel what they owe you, release them from their obligation, do not punish them
	It’s a decision to accept the pain or inconvenience the person caused you, and absorb the loss. 
	Forgiveness is Free
By definition, forgiveness must cost the other person nothing.  
	Forgiveness Is Repetitive
If someone sins against you one time, you will have to forgive hundreds of times – as many times as you remember it.  Forgiveness is not some magical event that makes the memory go away.  It’s just a decision not to think about it.
	Mk.11:25 Here forgiveness is, very simply, the decision to stop holding a grievance against someone.  
	It’s a battle of the thought life – very similar to the battle against lustful thoughts.
	But how do we win that battle?  What is our course of action when we sense ourselves sinking back into a private gossip session in our minds?  Eph.4:32 says, "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you."  
First, to win the battle, these resentful thoughts must be replaced each time with thoughts of kindness and compassion.  
Second, we need to remember the extent to which we have been forgiven by God (later).  
	What Needs to be Forgiven?
whatever grievances you may have against one another. 
A grievances is a ground for blame.  There will be times when people in the church are worthy of blame.
	Keep in mind, however, that it is the duty of love to minimize that blame as much as possible.  
Don’t ever assume bad motives.  If actions are bad, you call a spade a spade.  But human beings are not able to discern motives (not even your own!).  
	Another thing to keep in mind is that it doesn’t have to necessarily be a sin in order for you to have to forgive.  It just has to be something they did that caused you some heartache or inconvenience.  
	For example, maybe we are on a hike together, and I sprain my ankle.  You end up having to spend a half a day helping me hobble back to the trailhead, and your hike is ruined.  I haven’t done anything imoral or sinful, but I am responsible for ruining your day nonetheless. 
	Something like that calls for forgiveness – obviously (the only other option is for you to get angry over it).
	What kinds of things need to be forgiven?  Anything that may cause you anger.
	And that is one of the greatest impediments to forgiveness, because we are slow to admit we are angry.  We know we shouldn’t be, so we pretend we are not. 
	We punish the person through gossip, but we couch the gossip in spiritual terms.  “I’m seeking prayer support.”  (In the south you can say almost anything about a person as long as you say “bless his heart”  “She is the laziest woman in the church, bless her heart.”
	There are some people who are really in the doghouse with you, but you won’t forgive, because you won’t admit there is a problem.  
	“I’m not holding any kind of grudge against him.”  O really?  
*Aren’t you mostly irritated at that person?  
* Isn’t most of what comes out of your mouth about that person negative?  
* Aren’t virtually all your thoughts about that person negative?  
* Don’t you find that you notice all the bad things he does, but rarely notice any good things?
	Search your heart for residual animosity toward people, so that you can admit it’s there, so you will realize you need to forgive whatever it is that bugs you about that person.
	One Another
one another
This is a little different than if it said, “others.”  “One another” is a two-way idea.  The idea is that you forgive others, and others forgive you.
	You make allowances for that guy’s weaknesses and failings and offenses, but that guy over there at the same time is having to make allowances for your weaknesses and offenses – offenses you don’t even realize you are causing.  There is something wrong with each of us that you need to overlook, but there is also something wrong with you that we all need to overlook.  
	Sometimes we fall into a sort of a martyr complex when we forgive and think, “I’m being so big, and so gracious, and so self-sacrificial…”  because we are overlooking some little thing, and in the mean time ten people around us are overlooking a fault in our life that’s ten times the size of the thing we are forgiving. 
	It may help you to know that at any given moment there are a bunch of people who are bearing with you and putting up with faults that you have that you don’t even know about.
	“Yourselves”
	One time he uses the normal word for “one another,” but the second time he uses the words “yourselves.”  Bear with one another, and forgive yourselves.  
	Now don’t misunderstand that.  The word yourselves is not an individual term.  It’s not talking about an individual forgiving himself.  It’s a corporate word.  The meaning is the same as “one another,” but it adds a unifying concept.
	It reminds us that we are a body.  Think of how forgiving your body is to its various parts.  If one part of your body has a weakness, do the other parts make allowances?  If you sprain your right leg, does your left leg kick it and demand that it get its act together?  
	No.  Your body limps, and your left leg takes all the weight for as long as it takes.  Your hands wrap it or ice it, and your whole body makes sacrifices and concessions – changing your plans you had to go skiing or hiking – all without meting out any punishment on the weak foot. 
----------------------
Of course the one another refers to believers.
We should forgive everyone, but especially believers.  It’s the way the world knows we are His disciples.  
	What is it about our love that is astonishing to the world?  Is it because we socialize with each other?  Is it because we have group activities and potlucks?  Is it because we have fun at retreats together?
	No – they do those kinds of things with their friends too.  It’s the eagerness with which we forgive that will show them the supernatural nature of our love.  
	It’s the way you respond when for some reason you don’t get invited to the social event, and you overlook that.  You assume the best.
	It’s when you go to the potluck and no one helps you clean up, and you refuse to take notice of it.
It’s when you go on a retreat and the people next door are loud while you are trying to sleep, and you just absorb the loss.
	In II Co.2:10 the Devil developed a scheme to destroy the Church.  But Paul became aware of this scheme and headed it off.  The scheme was to get Paul so irritated at the people that he would refuse to forgive.  I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, 11 in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.
	If you don’t think Satan is doing that same kind of scheming in our church your are kidding yourself.  That’s why   Eph.6:11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.
	When you react against an offense you fall right into the devil’s trap.  From the moment someone hurts you until the moment you forgive, Satan rules in your life.
	Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
	How God Has Forgiven You
	Every sin against you involves a greater sin against God.  If someone steals something from you, they have done a tiny wrong against you compared to what they have done against God.  And if God has offered forgiveness to them freely, who are you to withhold forgiveness?
	“But God doesn’t forgive the sins of unbelievers.”  Yes He does.  In a temporal way, he forgives almost all their sins.
	We will talk more about the way God forgives next time, but for now remember the Bible doesn’t say, “Withhold forgiveness in cases where God withholds it.”  In fact, it never says to withhold it at all.  It just says to always offer it.
	So don’t be fooled by those people who tell you you may not be ready to forgive.  Forgiveness should be instantaneous.  
	If you hold a grudge for 30 seconds, that’s 30 seconds of willful rebellion against God.  It’s 30 seconds of damage done to your soul.  It’s 30 strikes against the Kingdom of God.  
["I need to sleep on it" or "I need to think it over"  - not an option!]
	If you started your stopwatch each time you sin, what do you think would be the average time interval between the sin and punishment from God?
	For 99.9% of your sins, you wouldn’t use a stopwatch, you would use a calendar.  
	Christ’s Forgiveness 
	It was eager
God pursued forgiveness for us.  That is remarkable.  You would think it would be the offending party who would pursue forgiveness, and the offended party who would resist.  But in our case it was the other way around.
	And He went to great pains to pursue it.  It was the whole reason Christ came.  It was the whole reason He died.  It was what He was praying for even on the cross.
	He endured the cross.  What do you suppose was running through His mind during that ordeal?  
Vengeance?  no.
Justice?  no.
Was He focused on relief?  (“Just a few more hours and it will all be over.”) no.
Was He applying the power of positive thinking? (“Well, at least they didn’t brake any bones.” or “At least it’s not raining.”)  no.
	What was preoccupying His mind when those people who mocking Him, beating Him, spitting on Him, inflicting as much humiliation and pain on Him as they knew how?
	Just look at what He said.  “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  
(Lk.23:34)
	God was not only willing to forgive you, but He pursued reconciliation with you.  We are to be the same way.  When someone sins against you, don’t make them pursue forgiveness and reconciliation.  You do it.
	Mt.5:23-24  "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 
	Here it’s not that you have a grudge, but someone has one against you.  
	Go and repent (don’t just apologize).  The root meaning of “apologize” was “to make a defense,” which is what most apologies end up being.  “I’m sorry I did that but…”
	Better: “I’m sorry I did that.  I was wrong.  I realize it hurt you in this way…” (Make sure you understand how you have hurt the person.  That makes it much easier for them to forgive you – especially women)
	[Note: it is not acceptable for you to withhold forgiveness until the person understands how much you have been hurt – Aren’t you glad God didn’t do that?]
	Have you noticed that when you are mad at someone, it is your responsibility to forgive, and when someone is mad at you, it is your responsibility to seek forgiveness?  It’s never appropriate to wait for the other person to make the first move.
	Is repentance required? 
Does the person have to repent?  No.  You are to always unilaterally forgive.
	Mk.11:25  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins."  Right there, on the spot, while you are praying.  
	It’s true that God requires repentance for ultimate, eternal, judicial forgiveness, because He is a Father and a Judge.  
	But there is a forgiveness that comes from God automatically.  God is patient with you no matter what your attitude is.  He is slow to anger no matter what your attitude is.  He withholds punishment to an astonishing degree for everyone at all times.
	How often do you see someone immediately blasted into hell at his first sin?
	Are you required to forgive all sin immediately regardless of repentance?   Yes.  Absolutely, no question about it.  Are you ever justified in holding a grudge?  No, not ever.
	Do you bear the full weight of responsibility for full reconciliation of the relationship?  No.  That requires repentance. 
	Ro.12:18  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Some people make reconciliation impossible.  That’s not your fault.
	
Mt.18:21-35
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  
23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'  30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened.  32"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 
	Remember when I told you that one key to interpreting parables is to notice any surprising elements in an otherwise normal story?  Almost every part of this parable is like that.
	* The guy owes the king 60 million day’s wages.  If he worked 6 days a week and gave 100% of his income toward the debt, and there were no interest, in order to pay off the debt he would only have to keep that up for 200,000 years.
* The King suddenly forgives the entire debt even though the guy didn’t ask for that.  Why?
* The heartless treatment of the 1st servant toward the second servant, right after being forgiven so much is a shock.
* The fact that this extremely merciful king would have this guy tortured for the rest of his life is more than you might expect.
* And the last line, that this is how the father will treat each of you if you do not forgive from your heart has puzzled interpreters for 2000 years.
	21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
The rabbis usually taught that forgiveness was optional.  They did acknowledge that Scripture did encourage forgiveness in some cases, but they set a limit of three times for the same offense (support from Amos, where God will not forgive Israel because of 4 sins).
	Peter had learned some things from Jesus.  He seemed to have a sense that the standard would be way beyond what they Rabbis called for.  He intuitively knew that Jesus would call for frequent forgiveness.  
	22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  (unlimited)
This is obvious from 1 Co.13:5 Love keeps no record of wrongs.  If you don’t keep a record of wrongs, how would you know when they used up their three or seven?  
 
“No Peter – not frequent forgiveness.  Forever forgiveness!”
	This may be a reference to Gn.4, where Lamech bragged to his wives “I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for injuring me.  If Cain is avenged seven times, then Lamech seventy-seven times." (Gn.4:23)
	Lamech thought 77 times should be the measure of revenge.  Jesus says, “no, that’s the measure of forgiveness.”  We should return good for evil in the same abundant measure that in our sinfulness we are inclined to return evil for evil.
	That goes against everything in us.  “If I don’t keep a record of wrongs, if I don’t remind her of what she has done wrong in the past, she will forget!  The problem will be perpetuated.  I’ll be taken advantage of…”
	All that is a lack of trust.  “God can’t handle that person’s sin problem, so I need to.  I need to monitor the situation so that if the Holy Spirit fails in His work of sanctification, I can step in with some punishment.
	It’s a lack of faith.  That’s why when Jesus said in Lk 17:3-5  "If your brother …sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, `I repent,' forgive him." 5The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 
	Next time you think, “If I forgive, he will never learn his lesson!” ask yourself where in the Bible we are told to train each other through punishment.
	Show me the Bible verse that says, “Wives, punish your husbands so they will learn their lesson.”
Where is that reference that says, “Make the person pay – otherwise he will never be conformed to the image of Christ”?
	23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
A talent is about a million dollars (see notes of the parable of the talents).  So he owned $1000 million. (10 trillion).  
	This is some debt.  He owed more money than there was currency in circulation!  
	Besides, the word for 10,000 is muri,wn (from which we get “myriad”).  It was the highest number in the language.  It is sometimes translated “countless.”
	On top of that, it’s the indefinite plural.  It’s the highest denomination in the culture, and it is the highest number in their language, plural – “countless millions.”
	Commentators have puzzled over how a person could get this far in debt.  Most come to the conclusion that this was a provincial governor who was responsible for collecting taxes.  
	First of all, it’s silly to speculate about how the debt was incurred – this isn’t even a true story.  Jesus makes up a story about a guy who has a huge debt, and the fact that it is more astronomical than any debt any person could possibly incur in normal life is the whole point.  
	However, I think if we look closely we will see that Jesus does reveal how the debt was incurred.  You see, there is one other way a person could get this far in debt.  V.27 refers to it as a loan.
	The commentators say, “Isn’t it remarkable that the king graciously regarded this embezzlement as a loan!”
	How about we just assume it actually was a loan, since Jesus calls it a loan?  I’ll show you in a minute why I think it’s significant that it’s a loan.
	25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  
	The picture is of punishment for sin.  The most expensive slave would have sold for 1 talent at the very most.  So this would be like recovering a dollar or two from someone who owes you $10,000.
	That’s what hell is.  It’s all we can pay, and yet it isn’t anywhere near sufficient to compensate for the debt we owe God because of our sin.
	The glory we have stolen from God cannot be repaid.  The pain we have inflicted upon Him cannot be reversed no matter how much we are punished.  
	We have sinned against an infinitely holy, infinitely pure God, who is infinitely worthy of obedience.  The slightest sin against a God like that is an infinite offense, and not even an eternity in hell can pay for it.  
	In fact, I sometimes wonder if even if every human being went to hell if Jesus would still have had to die to satisfy justice.
	So this servant is in the most dire circumstance imaginable.  
	26"The servant fell on his knees before him. `Be patient with me,' he begged, `and I will pay back everything.' 
	This is a critical part of understanding the parable.  The man refuses to even acknowledge the size of the debt.
	27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the (loan) and let him go. 
	Keep this in mind, because very often you will be tempted to withhold forgiveness until the person acknowledges how severely they have hurt you.  If you are thinking, “I don’t want revenge – but I can’t forgive until he understands how much it hurt me,” – you are not forgiving as you have been forgiven.
	I’m not so sure this is a picture of salvation.
·	You don’t become a Christian by asking God for patience until you can pay all that you owe.  You become a Christian when you realize the debt is so massive you couldn’t begin to pay it, and you cry out not for patience, but for mercy and forgiveness.
·	This forgiveness was very temporary (didn’t even last one day) and contingent upon a certain behavior.
	I don’t think this is a picture of salvation and apostasy.  If it pictures anything, it’s a picture of an unbeliever.
	28 "But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. 
The NIV footnote is wrong.  If you just skip ahead to ch.20 you see that a denarius was a fair wage for a day’s work.  So if we think of a day laborer working say 12 hours at $10 an hour, 100 day’s wages is $12,000.
	This is significant.  In comparison with what he had been forgiven, this debt is minuscule.  However, that’s the only thing that makes it minuscule.  Otherwise it would be huge.
	That’s they way people’s sins against us are.  Yes, you need to forgive when someone makes an inconsiderate remark.  But you must also forgive when someone rapes you, or kills a loved one, or divorces you. 
	Jesus acknowledges that those are huge, enormous debts.   But in comparison, they are so small that they become forgivable.  You will never have success in forgiving those kinds of things until you have an appreciation for how much you have been forgiven.
	That’s another reason why it’s so important for us to study God’s law.
	He grabbed him and began to choke him. `Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded. 
Why the choking?  This is a parable – Jesus can make up whatever details He wants.  Why does He have the guy choke the second servant?  Wouldn’t the story be more gripping if he was friendly about his unforgiveness, and then was still judged for failing to forgive?
	It might be gripping, but what Jesus is trying to do is emphasize a very crucial element of His lesson.  The problem with this guy runs deeper than unforgiveness.  It is lack of a compassionate heart.
	The issue is mercy.  If you have a compassionate, merciful heart, forgiveness will be automatic.  The issue of whether or not you will forgive is settled long before the offense.  You are either a merciful person or you are not.  When someone sins against you that just reveals your heart.
	Think of the person who is at the bottom of your list right now – the person who you never seem to have anything good to say about, the person who is always on your nerves.  When you think of that person, your first thought is always negative.
	That is a person that you aren’t forgiving.  You are not merciful toward that person.  Your heart is not tender toward that person, is it?  
	Isn’t it true that you always seem to notice what he does wrong, and rarely what he does right?
Isn’t it true that if you voiced out loud all your thoughts about that person, you would be guilty of gossip, at the very least?
	Jesus wants you to look into the mirror of this parable and see yourself.  Look what you are doing.  You are choking that poor person!  You are slamming him into prison.  You’re not showing any mercy.  Even after you have been forgiven so much just today, you are being cold-hearted, hard-hearted and cruel toward that person.
	29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, `Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.' 
The identical words he had just spoken.
	Again, look into the mirror and see yourself.  See yourself walking through your house mumbling a little prayer, “Please forgive me for that Lord” – asking for mercy for a sin you just committed that deserved an eternity in hell
	…and then moments later rolling the memory of some offense around on your tongue like a piece of candy – showing no mercy, magnifying the offense instead of covering it.
	Can’t you hear those words you just uttered a little while ago – “Please have mercy on me Lord”?  Or are you like this first servant, who didn’t ever really think about how great his debt was?
	30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 
Debtors prisons were a place a person could work for a pittance, which went to the person he owned.  A person could earn so little there that it was a last resort.  You only did it if the person was unwilling to pay anything, in order to get what you could.
	Or, like this man, you might do it out of pure spite – punishment. 
	This is not the activity of a Christian.  Jesus said the merciful and the merciful alone will be shown mercy.
	Keep in mind, this is a fellow servant.  This other guy also works for the king.  At that time it was illegal (not to mention very dumb) to arrest someone who worked for the king for a debt.
	31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed (saddened) and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
	Why did they see it as so morally repugnant?  In most cases, it’s not unreasonable to refuse to forgive a 10 to 20 thousand dollar debt.  The reason they are so bothered by it is because of what had just happened.
	It’s not that the debt was so small, it’s just that it was minuscule in comparison with what he had just been forgiven. 
	You can see that the whole problem stemmed from the fact that the first servant never came to grips with how large his initial debt really was.  That’s why he doesn’t have enough residual gratitude to forgive someone else.
	32"Then the master called the servant in. `You wicked servant,' he said, `I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn't you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?'
stronger in the Greek – more like, “Wasn’t it necessary…” (dei)
	Note that he doesn’t say, “Shouldn’t you have canceled the debt?”  The concern is not so much the action of canceling the debt, but in the attitude of mercy.  He wouldn’t place himself in the other guy’s shoes. (Think about the situation from they other servant’s persepective.)
	Think about the person who is in the doghouse with you.  Think about what it’s like to be in that doghouse.
	If you think about that, and you think, “It must be miserable,” and a smile come across your face, you have an unmerciful heart.
	Don’t turn this into some legalistic, external rule.  God is not concerned with just getting you to mouth the words, “I forgive you.”  He wants you to have a heart of compassion and mercy.
	In v.34 we see an amazing thing.  Forgiveness revoked. 
	34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
It’s interesting that he didn’t just put him in prison, but Jesus adds that he had him tortured – and not just for a day or two, but until he could pay the entire multi-kazzilion dollar debt (never).
	Torture was not a normal part of imprisonment for debt.  It was not legal in Israel.  The pagans would sometimes have someone tortured to get the person or a friend to come up with the money.
	That’s just part of the scenery of the parable and obviously does not apply directly to God.  The point that does apply is the fierce anger, and the severity of the punishment.
	Someone like this is like the men in 2 Peter 2:20-21 they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness
	In the book The Case for Faith, most of the chapters are excellent, but the one on hell is very weak. He says there is no torture in hell.  
	But here Jesus uses torture as a temporal illustration of the eternal reality in hell.  That means what happens in hell is analogous to torture…only worse.
	And the reason for the torture is his anger.  The fact that he was so merciful and compassionate before and so furiously angry now tells us something about this king.  He would forgive mishandled money, but not mishandled mercy.
	Jas.2:13 – Judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.
	And then this shocking conclusion:
35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart." 
	I hope you take that seriously.  It’s pretty clear.  Jesus is saying if you are unmerciful, you can expect to have to pay your entire debt to God in hell for eternity.  
	You can’t win God’s forgiveness, but you can lose it.
You can’t do anything to earn it, because it comes graciously.  But you can forfeit it.
	Chrysostom commented on this and said What grief has someone caused you that compares to the grief you will cause yourself if you fail to forgive, and are then subjected to the unforgiveness of God?
	In ch.5 Jesus said, Blessed are the merciful.  Here He says, “Unblessed are the unmerciful.”
	This is a concept that Jesus taught often.  
Mt.6:12-15  Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. …14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
	Mk.11:25  And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins." 
	Lk.6:37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
	Lk.11:2-4  He said to them, "When you pray, say: "…4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us
	Mt.18:34-35 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."
	So we are to forgive because we have been forgiven.
We are to forgive to a degree commensurate with what we have been forgiven.
We are to forgive as freely as we have been forgiven.
And we are to forgive in order to be forgiven in the future.
	People often want to know, “How can I have assurance of salvation?”  And to get it they try to look back to their conversion to see if it was genuine.  That’s the wrong approach.  Assurance of salvation comes by examining your life since your conversion.
	And one of the most often repeated tests of true salvation is mercy.  Jesus couldn’t have been more clear: If you are not a merciful, forgiving person, do not expect to go to heaven when you die.
	One thing we see in this parable is that you can’t be unforgiving if you have an awareness of how much you have been forgiven.  It’s obvious from they way the first servant reacts that while he is choking that second servant he has absolutely no consciousness of what had just happened in his case.
	On the other hand, a true believer is someone who does have a sense of having been forgiven a great debt, and that enables the believer to forgive.  That’s why Christians are capable of superhuman acts of forgiveness.  
	Examples
On Monday morning, December 1, 1997, Melissa Jenkins was 15 years old.  She got up that morning and went to school.
	That morning Melissa did what she did every day when she arrived at school.  She went to the hallway outside the administration office where she met about a dozen other Christians.  Every morning they gathered in that spot to pray together.  
	I don’t know what they prayed about – other students, upcoming tests, the school facility, etc.  
	Classes were going to start in a couple minutes, so someone closed in prayer.  Just after the final “amen,” before anyone had even begun to move toward going to class, at that moment Melissa was shocked to hear gunshots… and screams.  
	A 14 year old freshman had walked up with an automatic pistol and began firing into the prayer circle, calmly shooting the Christians one by one.  
	Three were killed.  Five others seriously wounded.  As Melissa saw the horror of witnessing her brothers and sisters in Christ be literally executed at close range, suddenly she felt the sting of a bullet ripping into her own flesh.
	The bullet didn’t just graze her skin.  It tore right through the middle of her body and hit her spinal cord.
	A few days later she was laying in a hospital bed and was informed that the damage was severe – she would be a paraplegic the rest of her life.  
	When they told her the news she sent a message to that boy who deliberately did this to her: “Tell him I forgive him.”
	Christians are capable of superhuman acts of forgiveness.
	I read of a drug addict who was holding up a market and shot and killed an innocent boy who happened to be in the store.  The father went to the prison just to tell that man that he forgave him.
	That’s a man who understands something of the size of the debt he has been forgiven.
	That’s why the Psalmist said, Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, who forgives all your sin. (Ps.103:2,3)
	In light of what Christ suffered for us, for a Christian to be willingly unforgiving is unthinkable.  And to refuse to forgive even when a person has repented is such an egregious rebellion against the character of God that if that is what you are like it is very questionable whether you are saved.
	Jesus spoke so often of the necessity for us to forgive one another in His sermons, conversations and prayers that you would have to be willfully blind to miss the point.
	Especially in this parable.  Some parables are difficult to understand.  This would couldn’t be more clear.  It has three points:
·	The boundless grace of God
·	The absurdity of spurning that grace
·	The staggering, fearful fate awaiting those who do.
And it’s the third that Jesus emphasizes.
	Dianne Bristol was a 20 year old young woman who was selling encyclopedias door to door in San Diego when she disappeared.
	She disappeared because Micheal Keyes kidnapped her, raped and then strangled her to death.
	Mrs. Bristol said when they got the news, “It was like a knife into the depths of our souls.” 
	The judge who sentenced him to life said he was “cunning, calculating and callus, the most vicious killer I have encountered in my career.” 
 
The parents drove 2000 mi. to see him, and when they arrived they spoke not only to him but to the other inmates and said, “We love this special person from the bottom of our heart.  We harbor no hatred and no revenge.”  and they hugged him.
	Keyes, as well as the friends of the Bristols, were astonished and bewildered at this response.  
	Christians are capable of supernatural feats of forgiveness, because of how much they have been forgiven.
	


