Matt 5:22-26           Reconciliation             6-21-98
(forgiveness-reconciliation-01-2005 – Part 01 – Reconciling Relationships)

part 15              tape 43
Joke about woman eating man’s ice cream cone. (broken Relationships).
 subject to the fire of hell
I guess this clears up any question of “mortal” and “venial” sins.  In the RC tradition, mortal sins are those sins that are so bad they destroy saving grace (so you are no longer saved even if you have true faith!).  Venial sins merit only temporal punishment.  Anger is considered a venial sin, and murder a mortal sin.
Jesus sets that kind of thinking on its head.

fire  Hell is not just separation from God’s blessings.
lit. “the fiery Gehenna”  The word comes from the word “Hinnom.”
The valley of Ben Hinnom was right next to Jerusalem, and it was used in OT times for human sacrifice to Baal and Molech.  That is how corrupt Israel got in the divided kingdom. 

The kings of Israel were so evil they allowed this to continue – even participated in pagan worship.

Until one day one of Israel’s greatest kings ever came along.  He is one of my favorite Bible charecters (named my son after him).  I’m hoping my son will turn out like him (with one exception – the big difference between my Josiah and the one in 2 Ki.22 is the one in the Bible had an evil father).

Josiah became king at age 8. 

At age 16 Josiah became a believer and began to seek God (2 Chrn.34:3).  When he was 20 he went on a rampage smashing idols.  At age 26 he became irritated over the fact that the Temple had been neglected, so he required that it be repaired.  During the repairs the workers came across the Scriptures, which had been lost.  Josiah had Shaphan read it to him.  As he heard God’s Law he realized the nation had sinned horribly, and he tore his robes in repentance.  

He then had it read to the people, and there was a great revival.  This time he really went on a rampage against pagan worship.  And in 2 Ki.23:10 he went and desecrated…the Valley of Ben Hinnom so that no one could use it to sacrifice his son or daughter in the fire to Molech.    
  
 During this same time there was a prophet named Jeremiah who said, Jer 7:31-33   They have built the high places of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to burn their sons and daughters in the fire-- something I did not command, nor did it enter my mind. 32 So beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when people will no longer call it Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter, for they will bury the dead in Topheth until there is no more room. 33 Then the carcasses of this people will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away.

In this valley they had a fire pit they threw the kids in.  It was an accursed place – cursed by God and filled with the stench of burning human flesh – the burning flesh of live humans.  Jer. said it would become a place of judgement.  A place where evil people slaughtered and dishonored by God.

After Jer. cursed it and Jos. demolished it, it was turned into a garbage dump where there was a perpetual fire.  It was also the place where human waste was discarded.  Criminals’ bodies were throne there.   There were horrible worms that lived there that were almost impossible to kill.
The word Gehenna is never used of the Valley of Ben Hinnom – ever.  It always means eternal hell whenever it is used.  But it was derived from that name because that place was similar to hell.

Hell is a place of live, burning human flesh.  It is an accursed place of torment and unthinkable vileness and uncleanness.  

Q: is the fire in hell literal or figurative?  Some say fig. (no light), others lit.  I lean toward fig. – but keep in mind, the purpose of a fig. is to describe a greater reality (just like heaven).  There is no terminology strong enough, so we are given an illustration of the worst agony we know.

Will hell be a place where you feel like you are being burned with fire?  Yes.  One finger for one moment hurts, think of entire body forever.  But if you think all there is to hell is the sensation of being burned, think again.  It will be far worse than that.

People won’t go into shock – there will be no relief. 

Another thing about hell is all murderers go there.  

Rev 21:7-8  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers…their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."

Rev 22:14-15 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers…

Heaven is not a place for murderers.  And people who are guilty of anger or slander are murderers.

1 Cor 6:9-10  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.

Matt 5:22  But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.

I Jn 3:15  Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.

Fortunately for us, forgiven can go to heaven.  But that doesn’t make the sin of murder any less serious, does it?

If this sounds out of whack to me there are 2 possibilities: either Jesus is goofed up or I am.
If we thought through the significance of cosmic treason, we would see.

APPLICATION #1  (Restore R-ships NOW so you can worship)
23 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

Therefore
Jesus provides the application.  Here is the way to put this info about anger into practice.
2 parables:
if you are offering your gift at the altar
When a person offered a gift, he would take it to the court of the priests and stop.  There he would lay his hand on the animal and hand it to the priest who would take it to the altar.  Just to make it more vivid Jesus says “Suppose you yourself are at the altar offering the gift.

and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
This phrase is used in Rev.2:4,14,20 in the letters to the churches.  There obviously Christ is the innocent party.  In this case, your brother is the innocent party, and you are at fault.

In both parables you are the offending party.  We are more likely to remember when we have something against others than when we have done something to offend others. And if we are truly concerned about our anger and hate, we shall be no less concerned when we engender them in others.

something  Like what?  Anything?  That’s really what the word means.  
What if it’s not a legitimate complaint?  Remember the issue here is anger.  Just ask yourself, is the person angry?  Then do what you can.
Rom 12:13-18  Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.
When you have done everything possible, your conscience is clear.

This is hard.  Ever have your husband or wife get mad at you, and you get mad at them for being mad at you?  Temptation: “She’s mad, it’s her problem.  I’ll just read the paper and ignore her until she's over it.”

24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go
Drop what you are doing, and go.  Not allowed to wait for him to come to you.

and be reconciled to your brother;
"The verb denotes mutual concession after mutual hostility, an idea absent from [katallassoo]”  (Lightfoot). This because of [dia] (two, between two).

This is meant to sound extreme – even ridiculous.  Who would ever do this? You suddenly have this memory.  Lay the animal down on the ground, let all the people waiting in line wait while you make the two-week long journey to Galilee (or wherever), come back and pick up where you left off.”

It’s a humorous example.  Suppose we were taking communion and suddenly, just before we were about to drink the cup, someone jumped up and said, “Hold it!  I just remembered something.”  And we just all sit here and wait for him to get back.
   
Temptation: “It’s not practical to drop whatever you are doing to make the slightest thing right, this must only apply to big things.”
No.  It’s true it is impractical, but the way to solve that is not to relegate it to big things, it is to obey this passage and make things right immediately.  Don’t be like the guy in the parable and forget about it until you are at worship.

“If he’s angry, it’s his problem.”  When you think that, just remember the lengths to which God went to be reconciled to you.  (2 Co.5, Col.1, Ro.5)

then come and offer your gift.

This is an important part.  Some people say, “I have an un-reconciled relationship, so I’m not going to church.”  or “I’m still mad at so-and-so so I’m not going to take communion.”
That is not what this passage is saying.  It’s not telling us to drop out of worship until we are done nursing a grudge.

Jesus isn’t saying, “Leave the animal there and weeks later, when you finally reconcile, come offer it.”  Do you know what happens to meat that is left out in the sun for weeks?

How often do you come before the Lord in worship?  Now that the veil is torn, I hope you don’t wait.  I hope it’s not just once a week at church.  That is just corporate worship.  I hope you never go more than an hour in your day without speaking to the Lord.  That doesn’t give you much time.  You have to make things right NOW.

Did you know that your prayers are not heard as long as you are harboring sin in your heart?
Isa 58:4  Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high.
Ps 66:18  If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened;
Prov 28:9 If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable.
I Jn 3:21-22  Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey his commands and do what pleases him.
That’s why 1 Pe.3:7 says, “Husbands, you had better be considerate as you live with your wives so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”
1 Tim 2:8  I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.

Usually we want to wait for a good opportunity.  No.  The moment you offend, you seek to reconcile.  

God is not interested in ritual when the heart is not right.  The Jews knew this.  They used to say that if a man offered a sacrifice after stealing, if it was discovered he did not return what he stole, the gift was to be taken out treated as unclean, and burned outside the Temple.

The gift always derives its value from the heart of the giver.  (Isa.1, Hos.6:6)

Isa 1:15 – God: “Don’t you dare come to Me with your religion when your heart isn’t even right.”

The OT sacrifices were graciously provided by God to cover the people’s sins, but that grace had no effect if the heart was not right.  Think of how that applies to Jesus’ sacrifice.  It is a free gift, but it is conditioned on a repentant heart.

Heb 10:26-27  If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment 

I Jn 4:20-21  If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

APPLICATION #2 (Restore R-ships to avoid judgement)
25 "Settle matters
Means to make friends.  Don’t just pay him off.  Restore the R-ship.

 quickly
Both parables teach we must reconcile right away.  9 of 10 times if you handle something right away, it is solved forever.  But if you wait, it intensifies in ever-widening circles.

with your adversary who is taking you to court.
This time you have wronged him.  He has a legitimate complaint against you.

Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge
Some have said this is just practical advice about handling lawsuits.  No, we have to take it in the context.
  
Keep in mind, we are talking about a heavenly court.  The judge is God.  People say you can’t legislate morality.  It’s true that it’s useless to pass laws about humility or selfishness or pride.  But God can legislate morality.

If you offend someone, that person can go to God with his complaint, and God may just give him justice by punishing you.  So you better run, and get to your brother before your brother takes it before the Judge.

Prov 6:3,4  since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! 4 Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. 5 Free yourself, 

and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.
This is the same warning as above (hell).  A person who is not concerned with broken R-ships is like a murderer, and for that reason has to go to hell.  Jesus is speaking about the kind of Righteousness God requires.  “But I have been angry and I have failed to make things right, but I’m going to heaven.”   Yes, but the only reason you are going to heaven is because you have been forgiven of that damning sin.  But that doesn’t make the sin any less heinous.  

The people thought the law set limits on your actions when you are estranged, but Jesus said no, the Law prohibits the estrangement itself.

