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The End of the Age  Pt.15     Mt.24:49-51    4-29-01

44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he comes. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says 
to himself, `My master is a long time in coming,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

STEWARDSHIP
This is Stewardship Sunday.  Every Sunday is.  Tomorrow is stewardship Monday.
Your entire Christian life is an issue of stewardship from beginning to end.
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he comes. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is a long time in coming,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

If you think there is any sense in which ministry is optional for the Christian, you are way, way off.

Some people have advised me to require people to sign a form agreeing to be involved in ministry and to give to the church before they can be members.  The idea is to use membership as leverage to get people to do what they should be doing.  

Does anyone see a problem with that?  If you have an option of signing a form and committing to ministry, or not signing the form and just attending at your leisure, what does that imply?  It implies that non-membership and inactivity is an option.

No one who claims to be a believer has that option at CREEKSIDE.  If you attend, you are a member.  I’m not going to try to get you all to sign agreements saying you will serve your Master – you all agreed to that when you became Christians.  I’ll just preach and keep reminding you of it.

An idle Christian is a disobedient Christian who is not ready for the Lord’s return.  (Calvin, when they tried to get him to back off for health reasons when he was old: “Would you have my Master find me idle?”

Your ministry to the Body is a household that you are to oversee.  
 
46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he comes. 

The picture here is of an extremely gracious master. 

47 I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 

If you are a faithful steward here, in heaven you will have the job of dispensing God’s grace and gifts.  (Those with the gift of giving just light up at that).  The rest of you will be given a job that gets you excited as well.

Jesus gave an illustration of one duty that some servants have: to feed the rest of the servants.

He gave another illustration of a different job, that Mt. didn’t record – guarding the house.
Mk 13:32-37  "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34 It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

35"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!'" 

v.34 keep watch grhgorh/  (From which we get the name Gregory – vigilant or watchful one)

I don’t think the idea is for him to watch for the Master’s return, but to guard the house.  This is a different job but, again, it centers on the welfare of the fellow-servants.

A Negro Spiritual: 
"There's a king and a captain high, 
 And he's coming by and by, 
And he'll find me hoeing cotton when he comes. 
You can hear his legions charging in the regions of the sky, 
And he'll find me hoeing cotton when he comes. 
There's a man they thrust aside, 
Who was tortured till he died, 
And he'll find me hoeing cotton when he comes. 
He was hated and rejected, 
He was scorned and crucified, 
And he'll find me hoeing cotton when he comes. 
When he comes! When he comes! 
He'll be crowned by saints and angels when he comes. 
They'll be shouting out Hosanna! to the man that men denied, 
And I'll kneel among my cotton when he comes."

48 But suppose that servant is wicked
Instead of introducing a second servant, it’s the same guy.  This same servant could go either way.  This keeps us from having the attitude, “I’m not in that category that of wicked servants.”

and says to himself, `My master is a long time in coming,' 

to himself Lit “in his heart.”  This isn’t the kind of thing people usually admit – even to themselves.  It is a sense of non-urgency that is deep down inside a person.  If you ask him, “Should we be ready?”  He would be the first to say, “Of course!”

But you can tell by the way he treats people and by the way he indulges in the pleasures of this world, and by the lack of urgency regarding his calling, that he has no real expectation of a sudden return.

Brunner: “A distant Lord is no longer Lord.”
Ez.12:27  the house of Israel is saying, `The vision he sees is for many years from now, and he prophesies about the distant future.' 

Three demons apprentices were speaking with the Devil.  
#1 said “I’ll tell them there is no God.”
“It won’t work – they know better.”
#2 “I’ll tell them there is no hell.”
“It won’t work – they know better.”
#3 “I’ll tell them there is no hurry.”
“Go.  You will gain souls by the thousand.”

92% in the US do not have a sense that we are heading for an end of any kind.  

The lower the level of hope in your heart, the more chaos you will see in your personal relationships, and the more relaxed you will be morally.

49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards.
From the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, which came out of the Second Vatican Council:
“[The Church} further teaches that a hope related tot he end of time does not diminish the importance of intervening duties but rather undergirds the acquittal of them with fresh incentives.  But contrast, when a divine substructure and the hope of life eternal are wanting, man’s dignity is more grievously lacerated as current events often attest.  The riddles of life and death, of guilt and of grief go unsolved, with the frequent result that men succumb to despair.”

The thing that causes people to be no earthly good is when they become so earthly minded that they lose the hope of the Second Coming.  

So what happens to this servant?

50 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know. 
He was dead wrong.  He thought he had time, but he didn’t.  In fact, v.49 says he only began to beat his fellow servants  He didn’t even get to carry through with it very long.  Right when he gets started the master returns.

Think of what it would be like to be one of the other servants.  You didn’t even do anything wrong, and you are being beaten, and you have absolutely no recourse.  And the master stays away a long time.  

It’s hard for us to relate to, because we never receive beatings – unjust or just.  And we don’t witness many either.  This is extremely evil behavior.  Luke adds that he even beats the women.

and to eat and drink with drunkards

This is a serious sin.  In the past, many Christians have become somewhat legalistic about drinking, dancing, etc.  But there has been an overreaction by many Christians who think it’s fine – even virtuous to be involved with that lifestyle.  

It doesn’t say he gets drunk – just that he drinks with the drunkards.
“Didn’t Jesus do that?”  The Bible doesn’t say He drank with them.  He was around some who were repentant.  

It’s not wrong to go to a place where people are drinking if you are going to share the Gospel with them and call them to repentance.  But if you go there under that pretense, and really you just enjoy that lifestyle, that is serious sin.  
Ps 1:1-2 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 2But his delight is in the law of the LORD,

Jesus is painting a picture of a horrible individual.  That’s how God sees an unfaithful steward.  The way we look at a tyrant who beats innocent women – to the degree that we have anger over someone like that, so God has that kind of response toward an unfaithful steward.

The point is, you are either a faithful steward, or you are as bad as this guy.

51 He will cut him to pieces 
Live dismemberment was a form of execution used mostly for slaves.  Adam Clarke describes an ancient execution where they would cut off “first the feet, then the hands, next the legs, then the arms, and lastly the head.”

It was used when they didn’t something so bad that it deserved not only execution, but a brutal, painful execution. 

Have you ever seen a movie with a villain who was so evil that in the end when he dies, he dies a sudden, unexpected death before he even knows what’s happening – and you are disappointed because he didn’t get what he deserved?

This is hard for us to take, because we live in a culture that regards any severe punishment at all to be cruel and unusual and barbaric – even a whipping or caning (which is really fairly mild in comparison with what some people deserve).  

Don’t let our cultural tradition trip you up in understanding that God is a God of real justice.  And just because our country has totally abandoned the concept, don’t think that somehow God is subject to that.

Lk.12:47-48  "That servant who knows his master's will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be beaten with many blows. 48 But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 

The popular conception of Judgment Day is that the sinner hangs his head and has to trudge off toward hell.  A more accurate picture would be to imagine a beating or a whipping, and only then the person is violently cast into the lake of fire.

Isa.63 says when the Lord comes in judgment He will have blood splattered all over His clothes.  The wrath of God is real anger – the most real anger there is.  It’s far more severe than any rage you have been in or seen.  

Now Jesus goes outside the bounds of the parable:
and assign him a place with the hypocrites, (Lk. unbelievers or unfaithful)

How’s that for a stewardship Sunday message: “If you are a poor steward, you are going to hell.”  That’s exactly what Jesus said.

But don’t just think of money when you hear the word “stewardship.”  The question of stewardship is not how much money do you put in the offering – it is this: Are you living your life under the illusion that it belongs to you, or do you acknowledge that it belongs to God, and live accordingly?

That’s the question of stewardship.  The answer to that question is also the answer to the question, “Am I a Christian?”  And if you are a question, the degree to which you are a faithful steward is the degree to which you are a faithful Christian.

hypocrites – This is the group that just got the strongest rebuke Jesus ever gave, and it happened in the chapter immediately preceding this one.  The unfaithful have the same fate as the religious phonies – the hottest hell.  He won’t just go to hell, he will go to the same place as the hypocrites.

The Pharisees of ch.23 seem to be in mind through this whole second half of this parable.  The point is that the unfaithful servant will be thrown into hell, and a great example of an unfaithful, wicked servant is those Pharisees – who were supposed to be feeding the people but who instead were beating them up with legalism – loading heavy burdens on their backs that they were not even able to bear.

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Of the 248 stories in Mt., 60 refer to final judgment.  Every one of Jesus’ sermons in Mt. ends on a note of judgment.  (The lady who came on Easter would really think Jesus’ sermons were more critical than encouraging.)

I wonder if Jesus would pass any preaching class in a major seminary.  I can just see the critique sheets: “Too negative.  You will never reach the Gen X with that kind of negative approach.  Try some humor.”

Our modern trend of discarding any serious references to judgment and wrath all in the interest of highlighting grace really serves the purpose of dis-gracing grace.  If God is only mildly offended at sin, then grace and forgiveness is only a minor little gift.  Those who think that way tend to be tepid in their gratitude, and have a mild love for God at best.

This phrase always refers to eternal hell.

weeping wailing – screaming out in sorrow, pain, anguish, regret and agony.

and gnashing of teeth. 
anger  People grind their teeth together when they get so mad they can’t even express it.

Why do people go to hell?  Why are unbelievers consigned to eternal agony?  Because they were poor stewards.  

God has given every human being a responsibility, and every human being resources.  Those who ignore that responsibility and use their resources for themselves – as if they owned their own life, they are the ones who go to hell.

Who does this warning apply to?  Believers?  The disciples asked the exact question in Lk.12:41, and Jesus answered by saying, “Who is the wise and faithful servant…?”  In other words, the warning applies to anyone who wants to be a wise and faithful servant.



