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The End of the Age  Pt.7      Mt.24:25-31    2-18-01

25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it
27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly powers will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

Lk.21:25-28  "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it

v.25 is interesting.  The implication is that as a result of Jesus’ teaching on the end of the age, we have all that we need to know.  This points to the utter sufficiency of Jesus’ teaching on the end.

Jesus’ teaching should be the interpreter of the OT passages, and the NT passages, including Rev., should be regarded as nothing but interpretation and explanation of Jesus’ teaching.  We don’t need anything else.

If it’s not covered, it’s not important.  

But people tend not to be satisfied with it, and so there are no end to the prophecy conferences an the experts going on and on with their theories, and Mt.24 is only used as prooftexts.  Instead of considering the meaning as a whole, individual verses that suit a theory are used piecemeal.  

Every end times passage in the Bible – and especially Mt.24, should be interpreted as a whole in context first.

But the prophecy experts will always keep it up with their special knowledge – and they are convincing because of their zeal and confidence.  They are so sure of themselves (full page ad in NY Times).

But the most confident Christians, and the most excited Christians, are not always the most trustworthy.

It Will Be Evident
27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
 Rev.1;7 – Every eye will see Him.

And here’s how it’s going to happen:
First, the distress of those days - 
28 Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

Lk. & Mk. do not include this in their accounts of the sermon, but Luke records Jesus having said it earlier on as a proverb given in answer to the question “Where?”

Lk 17:22-37 
22Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 23Men will tell you, `There he is!' or `Here he is!' Do not go running off after them. 24For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other. 25But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 
26"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 
28"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 
30"It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot's wife! 33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left." 
37"Where, Lord?" they asked. 
He replied, "Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather." 

Where will this judgment take place?  Where will the second coming happen?

The proverb points out the inseparable connection between vultures and carcasses.  

Where are the vultures?  You never really see any until you see the circling over a carcass.  They seem to come from nowhere.  It’s almost like they are everywhere but invisible and they become visible the moment something dies.

where do you find ants?  Wherever there is sugar.  Where do you find vultures?  Wherever there is a body.  Where will this happen?  Wherever there are human beings.

There will be an inseparable connection between unbelievers and judgment.  Judgment will find them just as surely as vultures find a body and ants find your picnic.

Also, the ref could have also been designed to remind them of the picture of Judgment painted by Ez.
Eze.39:1-17  1"Son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: `This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 
4On the mountains of Israel you will fall, you and all your troops and the nations with you. I will give you as food to all kinds of carrion birds and to the wild animals. 5You will fall in the open field, for I have spoken, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

12"`For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land 

14"`Men will be regularly employed to cleanse the land. Some will go throughout the land and, in addition to them, others will bury those that remain on the ground. At the end of the seven months they will begin their search. 15As they go through the land and one of them sees a human bone, he will set up a marker beside it until the gravediggers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog. 

17"Son of man, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Call out to every kind of bird and all the wild animals: `Assemble and come together from all around to the sacrifice I am preparing for you, the great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel. There you will eat flesh and drink blood. 18You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth as if they were rams and lambs, goats and bulls-all of them fattened animals from Bashan. 19At the sacrifice I am preparing for you, you will eat fat till you are glutted and drink blood till you are drunk. 20At my table you will eat your fill of horses and riders, mighty men and soldiers of every kind,' declares the Sovereign LORD. 

So it will be a universal judgment – wherever there are unbelievers there will be judgment.  People all over the world who thought themselves impervious to God’s judgment will find themselves being like a carcass laying out in full view of the vultures.  Judgment will find them as surely as a vulture finds a carcass.

And that image calls to mind the graphic, horrific nature of the slaughter that will come.


29"Immediately after the distress of those days Lk.21:25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars: "`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
This is all language borrowed from the OT that describes a theophany – a visitation from God. 

v.29 borrows language from OT passages that describe the great judgment that will come upon the world on the Day of the Lord.

There are three parts: 

1.	The sky will go dark
2.	stars will fall
3.	heavenly bodies shaken

1.	The sky will go dark
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light

This is not a quote of any OT passage (I don’t know why the NIV sets it apart as such, while not putting in quotes the earlier quotes that were much more direct).

This is not an eclipse.  For one thing, and eclipse is hardly a cataclysmic, catastrophic, apocalyptic end of the world kind of event.

Secondly, you can’t have a solar eclipse and lunar eclipse simultaneously.  The earth can’t be in the moon’s shadow, and the moon in the earth’s shadow at the same time.   

This will be a supernatural event that will drastically alter our view of the sun and moon.

2.	stars will fall

the stars will fall from the sky

Obviously this is not talking about what we call stars.  The Greek word is very broad and would include meteors and comets.

I can’t think of any figurative interpretation of this that makes better sense than a literal one.  What could this be other than meteorites?

Rev.6:12-17  I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red,
13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 

This is phenomenological language – describing the way it will appear from our perspective (like “sunrise”)

Lit: The heavens will split in two like a scroll rolling up.  Like a scroll that breaks in the middle.  

There will be an enormous, catastrophic meteor storm, and just prior to Jesus’ appearing there will be a disturbance in the sky beyond anything that has ever happened before – which is exactly what you would expect.

Think of what we are used to – tornadoes, hurricanes, storms, lightning, clouds, solar eclipses, lunar eclipses, etc.  The coming of the Creator into the world will exceed by far all of that.  It will be a catastrophe that clearly announces the end of all things. 

3.	heavenly powers shaken
and the heavenly powers will be shaken

Isa.13:9-14:1  9 See, the day of the LORD is coming --a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger--to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. 10The stars of heaven and their constellations will not show their light.  The rising sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light. 11I will punish the world for its evil… 
13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger. 

Isa.34:2-4 The LORD is angry with all nations… He will totally destroy them, he will give them over to slaughter.  3 Their slain will be thrown out, their dead bodies will send up a stench; the mountains will be soaked with their blood. 4 All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled up like a scroll; all the starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shriveled figs from the fig tree. 

Joel 2:1-10 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-   2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was of old nor ever will be in ages to come. 
…10 Before them the earth shakes, the sky trembles, the sun and moon are darkened, and the stars no longer shine.

Joel 3:11-16  Bring down your warriors, O LORD! 
12…I will sit to judge all the nations on every side. 
14  …For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 The LORD will roar from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky will tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 
 
With the exception of that last line, they are all passages that emphasize judgment, not salvation.  

And they all describe the arrival of God Himself.  While the idea of judgment may be implicit, that’s not the major point being made.  The main point is that it is a visitation from the Almighty Himself.

the heavenly bodies (lit: The powers of heaven) will be shaken 

2Ki 17:16 They bowed down to all the power of heaven, and they worshiped Baal.
2Ki 21:3-5  Manasseh …bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them. 5…he built altars to all the power of heaven.  (pp 2Ch 33:3,5 all the stars of heaven)
2Ki 23:4-5  The king ordered Hilkiah…to remove from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the power of heaven. 
5 He did away with the pagan priests …who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the constellations and to all the power of heaven.
2Ch 18:18-19  Micaiah continued, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the power of heaven (pp. 1Ki 22:19 all the stars of heaven) standing on his right and on his left. 19And the LORD said, `Who will entice Ahab king of Israel into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?' 

So that phrase is used synonymously with the phrase “all the stars of heaven” (in fact, it’s actually singular - all the star of heaven)

Jer.19:13    12 This is what I will do to 13…--all the houses where they burned incense on the roofs to all the stars of heaven and poured out drink offerings to other gods.'" 
Zep 1:4-5 "I will stretch out my hand against Judah and against … 5those who bow down on the roofs to the stars of heaven, those who bow down and swear by the LORD and who also swear by Molech,  

So the powers of heaven refer to the spiritual heavenly beings, good or bad, that the people in OT times regarded as being represented by the stars.

His coming will not only shatter the earth and the heavens, but it will shatter the spiritual world.

The idea of the earth being shaken is an idea that very common in the OT – and it’s always a result of a divine visitation.  

Psalm 93:1 The LORD …has established the world; it shall never be shaken
It is impossible for anyone to ever shake the heavens and the earth.  God has established them and made them unmovable.  The angels don’t have the power to do it, the demons don’t have the power, Satan doesn’t have the power, we certainly don’t.

No one can shake the earth – but the obvious exception is God Himself.

So if the heavens and earth are ever shaken, you know who is doing it.  God has reserved something that doesn’t naturally happen, so that when it happens everyone knows without question that it is the activity of God.

Whenever God appears in the OT, the earth shakes (a kind of shaking that is beyond a normal earthquake).

Job 9:6 He shakes the earth from its place and makes its pillars tremble. 
Isa.2:17-22  the LORD alone will be exalted in that day, …19Men will flee to caves in the rocks and to holes in the ground from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shake the earth. 20In that day men will throw away to the rodents and bats their idols of silver and idols of gold, which they made to worship. 21They will flee to caverns in the rocks and to the overhanging crags from dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to shake the earth. 

The shaking is a picture of the creation wanting to hide from Him who sits on the throne, because He is so awesome, and having no place to hide.  All that’s left is to shake.

When God descended on Mt. Horeb, the mountain literally quaked.  It shook, smoke rose up, there was a loud trumpet blast, there was thunder and rumblings and lightning… all that was God revealing His presence there locally on that mountain.

At His second coming God the Son will reveal His presence in the whole cosmos, and so -

Heb.12:26  At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, "Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 
 
When you read the frightening account in Ex.19, and you read about the Israelites beside themselves in terror and paralyzing fear because the their awareness of God in their presence, that’s the way it will be for the whole world at the coming of Christ.

 All that is in the sky, but the same kind of upheaval will be taking place on the earth as well.
Lk.21:25-28  "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 
perplexity – they will be at an utter loss as to what to do.  They will have absolutely no idea how to react.  
When there is a natural disaster, immediately our emergency personnel kick into action – they know just what to do, they grab the first aid kits and fire trucks, etc.

But it won’t be that way on this day.  This will be cataclysm that is so far beyond anything any of us could do anything about – everyone will just be in anguish and perplexity.  

The sea will be roaring, and the sound of the waves will be awesome.  (The sea is an awesome force – more people have died in the US from tidal waves than from any other natural disaster).

26 Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

faint to stop breathing

Since the majority of these people won’t be familiar with the Olivet discourse, they won’t know what is going on.  But they will know something is going on.  They won’t be writing it off as some unusual sun spot or something.  It will be evident to everyone that something is coming upon the world.

27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 

The Coming
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn (kopsontai). They will see (opsontai) the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

v.30 is not a direct quote, but contains assonance, parallelism, and rhythm (Allison & Davies p.359)

This is all language borrowed from the OT that describes a theophany – a visitation from God.  
 
the Son of Man
Of all the messianic titles Christ took for Himself, this is the most exalted.  It does not just mean “human.”  It is a reference to the Great figure in Dan.7 who arrives at the Judgment of the Little Horn riding on the clouds, and approaches the Ancient of Days.


will appear in the sky, 

The Response
and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. 

Zec.12:10-14  "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look to me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 11On that day the weeping in Jerusalem will be great, like the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of Megiddo. 12The land will mourn, each clan by itself, with their wives by themselves: the clan of the house of David and their wives, the clan of the house of Nathan and their wives, 13the clan of the house of Levi and their wives, the clan of Shimei and their wives, 14and all the rest of the clans and their wives. 

Rev.1:7  Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 

He could have said they will repent, but chose the word “mourn” instead.  Judas mourned.

On the other hand, especially Zech.12 seems to imply repentance.  (I will pour out a spirit of grace and supplication)

Lk.17 seems to preclude the possibility of any repentance at that time. 

Lk 17:26  "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 
28"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 
30"It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot's wife! 33Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left." 


They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky
Just like in Dan.7.  Only God travels on the clouds.

with power and great glory.
Again, terms used of a visitation of God.

When the Son of Man approached the Ancient of Days in Dan.7:14, He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

The word glory implies brilliant light and splendor, which will be dramatic against the black background after the heavenly lights have all gone dark.

It’s almost like the dimming of the lights before a show.

When the sky splits open and rolls back, I don’t know what we will see.  It will be something we haven’t seem before.
If you look up and see clouds, do you say the sky is gone?  No – you just say the sky is cloudy.
If you look up at night and see darkness, do you say the sky has disappeared?  No, you just call it the night sky.

How can you tell that the sky has split in two?  Once it splits, there has to be something in the background that is different from anything we call the sky.




Is this good news for us, or bad news?  IT IS TERRIFIC NEWS!
Lk.21:27,28 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."

This is the opposite of the natural reaction – generally, if the universe is flying apart, you might normally expect that we would duck.  But this is not a time for fear -–stand up straight.  

This is the third time in the sermon we are told how we are to react.

When the wars, rumors of wars, famine, etc. take place, be calm.
When the abomination of Desolation takes place, run for your life.
And when the heavens and the earth go into convulsions, get excited!

Next week: Rapture & Resurrection



The Gathering
In 13:41 they gather unbelievers

31 And he will send his angels
More evidence of deity (who do the angels belong to? and who gives them their orders?)

It’s interesting to note in this passage the complete absence of God the Father.  Until now, in the Gospels, Jesus rarely opened His mouth without talking about the Father.  But here it’s all Him.  Here the divine majesty of the Son of Man is raised to the highest, most exalted height conceivable.   

 with a loud trumpet call, 
The appearing of Christ will not only be seen by all, but also heard by all.

The sophar was not primarily a musical instrument as much as a signaling device.  It was sounded to announce the beginning of the Sabbath, to muster troops, to frighten enemies, to announce a new month, to warn of danger, to herald the king’s coronation, to mark sacred occasions, etc.

When God appeared on Horeb (with disasterous results for the mountain), it was announced with a trumpet blast from heaven that made the people shake in fear.

There are few things about the 2nd coming that are more sure than this:
1Co 15:51-52  Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
(BTW – the rapture will take place at the last trumpet, so if the 2nd coming will be announced with a trumpet blast, it’s hard to imagine the last trumpet being years earlier).

Whether you buy in to pre-trib or not, one thing is absolutely sure: the idea of a quiet, secret rapture is decidedly unbiblical.

If you think it will be like the Left Behind story – where suddenly believers are missing and everyone is scratching their heads, or the way we joke about it (Daylight savings – you arrive at church a hour early “Did the rapture happen?”)

It won’t be like that.  If there is one thing clear about the rapture, it will be a heralded, loud, universally announced event.

1Th 4:16-17  
·	For the Lord himself will come down from heaven (visibly – He’s already here in an invisible way), 
·	with a loud command, (Q – do you interpret that to mean loud or silent?)
·	with the voice of the archangel  In case you haven’t gotten the picture yet, this is added.  Do you think the archangel will announce the arrival of the King of the Universe with a whisper?  Do you think he will mumble?  But even if the loud command and the voice of the archangel were not enough…
·	and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

I don’t know why it’s so important that it has to be underscored three times, in three ways in a single v. that it will be an ultra-loud event, but I do know one thing: God wants us to know that when it happens, it’s not going to happen quietly.  It will be forceful and dramatic.




This will not be a secret event in any way.  No one on the planet will miss it.  



and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 





This generation:
Is it appropriate for me to stand up here and tell you for sure that I know the 2nd Coming will take place in the next 20 or 30 years? Or would that be date setting in violation of the v. “No man knows the day or hour”?

If it’s not appropriate for me for that reason, then it wouldn’t have been appropriate for Jesus, because He didn’t know it either.

See the excursus on WBC Mt.24:29



Lk 21:5-22:1
5Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6"As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." 



7"Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take place?" 



8He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and, `The time is near.' Do not follow them. 

9When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away." 
10Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 

12"But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

Mk 13:1As he was leaving the temple, one of his disciples said to him, "Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!" 
2"Do you see all these great buildings?" replied Jesus. "Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." 



3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, 4"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?"
 

5Jesus said to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 6Many will come in my name, claiming, `I am he,' and will deceive many. 


7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 8Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 
12"Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 13All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 


14"When you see `the abomination that causes desolation' standing where it does not belong-let the reader understand-then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 15Let no one on the roof of his house go down or enter the house to take anything out. 16Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 17How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 18Pray that this will not take place in winter, 

19because those will be days of distress unequaled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now-and never to be equaled again. 20If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 


Announcement of Judgment
Mt.24:1
24:1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."

 The Questions: when & what
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 

Warning about deception
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 

What it won’t be
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 

Warning: Persecution & Apostasy
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

The Answer
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. 

Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel-let the reader understand- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 



Warning about deception 
23At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect-if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of time. 
26"So if anyone tells you, `There he is, out in the desert,' do not go out; or, `Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it

27For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather. 

After distress: His Coming & the Rapture
29"Immediately after the distress of those days 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other. 

The timing
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

Warning about suddenness of the coming
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, `My master is staying away a long time,' 49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

21At that time if anyone says to you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or, `Look, there he is!' do not believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect-if that were possible. 23So be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of time. 









24"But in those days, following that distress, 
"`the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 25the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.'  
26"At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 





28"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 29Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. 30I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
32"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 









33Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come. 34It's like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
35"Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 37What I say to you, I say to everyone: `Watch!'" 

















25"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 




29He told them this parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32"I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 









34"Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. 35For it will come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man." 





