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The End of the Age  Pt.5      Mt.24:15-22 pt.2   2-4-01

So if you hear of wars and rumors of wars, don’t be alarmed.  If you hear of Kingdom being lifted up against kingdom and nation against nation, don’t be alarmed.  If you are handed over to be persecuted, don’t be alarmed.  If you see people apostatizing all around you, don’t be alarmed.

But when you see the abomination, be alarmed!  And run!  And you’d better run fast, because not everyone will make it.  Zech.14 says half the people will be carried off into captivity, women will be raped…

In Rev. we read about countless martyrs crying out to God, “How long until you avenge our blood?”  I’m sure everyone will try to run, but not everyone will make it.

It sounds like it will be like the Babylonian invasion described in Ez.7:15  those in the country will die by the sword, and those in the city will be devoured by famine and plague. 16 All who survive and escape will be in the mountains,

There is also a principle that we can gain from this: it is appropriate to try to save your life in persecution.  In fact, it is urgent that you do just that.  Saving your life is more important than your possessions, than your house, than your job.  Don’t try to take a stand in front of your house to protect it – just run!

In persecution God does not expect us to turn ourselves in or make ourselves conspicuous.  It’s not wrong in those circumstances to meet in secret, etc. – just as long as you never compromise or deny the faith.

When will all this happen?

15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand)

He’s most likely talking about the reader of Daniel.
What is the Abomination of Desolation?
An abomination is something God hates (usually idolatry) 
Desolation is ruin, destruction
So an abomination that causes ruin is some detestable, thing that brings God’s judgment which is destruction.  

Daniel refers to the desolation 4 times, and it’s always the work of the Little Horn.

So I don’t want you to take my word for it that this is the antichrist (someone else will come along and authoritatively tell you that it is Antiochus Epiphenes, Nebuchadnezzar, Titus, Caligula, etc.)

Who or what is the Little Horn?

We first see him in Dan.7.  Daniel is shown 4 great kingdoms that will dominate the world from his time until the end.
1.	Babylon
2.	Medo-Persia
3.	Greece
4.	Rome

All OT prophecies of the future skip the church age.  So after describing Rome, the very next thing is this:
Out of the 4th beast comes a guy called the little horn.
Da.7:24  After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. 25He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.  
26"`But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 27Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.' 

A ruler will come along who will blaspheme God, attempt to usurp God’s place (change set times & laws) and oppress the saints.  
He will be successful in oppressing the saints for a period of time, then double that period, then another half period at which point he will be suddenly and forever destroyed, and the Kingdom handed over to the Son of man and His people (v.26 is a reference to v.10).

Time, times and half a time
Time, times and half a time are generally taken as 3.5 years.
The argument is that we know for sure that the Great Tribulation will last 3.5 years – it’s always described by that time length.
Da.9:27  He will confirm a covenant with many for one `seven.' In the middle of the `seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."  
Da.12:7  "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed."   8 I heard, but I did not understand. 
12:11 "From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 
12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 
Rev.11:2-3  the Gentiles will trample on the holy city for 42 months. 3And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days
Rev.12:6  The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
Rev.12:14   The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent's reach.
Rev.13:5  The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months.

So ½ of a “7” = 3.5 years = 42 months = 1260 days (with a little prophetic rounding) 
In the midst of all the imagery and cryptic language of the end times, we have this one, hard figure that’s as literal as the nose on your face.  And there is always perfect agreement.

Problem: Why in Dan.12:7 when the angel says it will be for time, times and half a time did Daniel say, “I don’t understand.”?   

When the angel explained further, he said it will be 1290 days, and blessed is the one who reaches the 1335 days.

Da.8:13-14  "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?" 
14He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; 

That one seems way off, and so some have said 2300 evenings and mornings means 1150 of each.

so 1260 = 1290 = 1335 = 2300 = 1150?  And that’s crystal clear?

Perhaps we would be better off considering each passage as it stands.

Think about the phrase time, times and half a time.
If we take it literally, it could mean absolutely any period of time.  It must be symbolic.
How long is a time?  A year?  That’s one possibility, but it’s not certain.  Daniel knew the Hebrew word for year and could have used it.  For that matter, he could have said 3.5.

How about his bold suggestion: time stands for an unspecified amount of time.
And times stands for double that.

What is the significance of terrible suffering that lasts a period of time, and keeps going for double that period of time?  It would seem like it would never end.  If it keeps going at that rate, next it would be quadruple the period of time.

1 then 2 then 4…

BTY, that would add up to 7 – the number of completion or perfection.

So the symbolism thus far seems to be that we are on the road to a very long period of suffering – seemingly eternal.

But then, instead of the 4 times, we see just ½ a time.  I don’t know what that could symbolize other that a sudden, abrupt halt to what seemed like it had no end in sight.

Could it be that the phrase refers to something that seemed like it would go forever, that was gaining, building, becoming more established… but then was suddenly cut off?

Let’s take a look and see if that fits.  

Da.7:24 he will subdue three kings. 25He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time. 26"`But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 

He was gaining and gaining and doing nothing but winning and then out of nowhere he is gone and completely destroyed forever.  There is no period of decline.
                                                                           
That seems to square with Da.9:27 And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."  

He doesn’t peter out, he doesn’t begin to falter and stumble and then finally fall – he is going strong right up until a big bowl of wrath is suddenly dumped out on him.

Look at ch.11.  From v.36 to the end of the ch. there is nothing but a huge, long list of things he will do almost unhindered.  He goes on a tear with success in everything, and then look at the last v.

Da.11:45  44 he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 45He will pitch his royal tents between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain. Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him. – that’s it, then it’s on to another vision.

Da.12:5-7  6 "How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?" 
7The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed."

You get the same feeling from Zec.14:2,3  I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped…3Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, 
No big description of God struggling to gain the upper hand.  It just says he arrives to fight, and that’s the end of it.

2Th.2:8  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming.

(If the number 3.5 came to have this symbolic meaning, that would also fit 
Rev  11:7-11
7Now when [the 2 witnesses] have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8Their bodies will lie in the street…
 9 For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 10The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth. 
11But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.

It seemed like it would go on permanently, but was suddenly cut short.

Also, even though the OT doesn’t anywhere say how long the Elijiah’s drought lasted, Jesus in Lk.4 and James in James 5 both say it was 3.5 years.  It could be that God kept that info hidden for all that time, and then suddenly revealed it to us for no apparent reason.  

On the other hand, this same figure would fit very well.  A drought and famine that looked as though it would go on interminably was brought to a sudden end after one prayer.

With that in mind, look at v.22
22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 


 *******************
 

So during his career, the Little Horn will have nothing but success against the saints of God

Da.8:9-13 another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 11It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. 

Why?

12Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 13Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?"  14 He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated." 

The word rebellion is a common word for sin or transgression.  Could it be that the reason the saints will be given over to the Little Horn is because of their sin?  or sin in their midst?

He will destroy Jerusalem and the Temple and will set up the abomination.  

Could this be a reference to some historical figure who has already lived and fulfilled these things?

Up to v.35, every detail was fulfilled in history (see paper).

35Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 

With that statement about the end, we are suddenly launched into a yet future time.  It was not evident to the original readers, but we now know that from v.36 we are dealing with the end.  Until now the details match history perfectly with complete precision.  But from here on the statements do not fit anything that has happened already.

36"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god (Antiochus did not do this.  He placed in the Sanctuary not a statue of himself, but of Zeus) and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place. 37He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers (some argue from this that the Antichrist will be a Jew, but Gentile’s fathers also worship various gods) or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god (again, not true of Antiochus), but will exalt himself above them all. 38Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.  

40"At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood. 41He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon present-day Jordan will be delivered from his hand. 42He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. 43He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians (Sudan) in submission. 44But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 45He will pitch his royal tents between the seas (the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean) at the beautiful holy mountain. 
his victory over the South will be short-lived because news of trouble in the Middle East will bring him out of Egypt in a fury to crush his opponents in Palestine
Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him. 
That happens at the battle of Armegedon.  His whole amazing career ends with this abrupt obituary:  It comes with a jolt, just at the moment when Antichrist seems to be sweeping away all opposition. 
Just like in Revelation 19:19-20, where one minute the beast and the kings of the earth are all gathered together to make war against the Lord’s people, and the next minute he’s thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.

Antiochus Epiphanes died in Persia.

12:1"At that time 
During the career of the Antichrist, this is what will happen to God’s people.

Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-everyone whose name is found written in the book-will be delivered.
2Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
3Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

12:3 “The discerning” who “set the multitude right” had had their teaching despised, and some of them had lost their lives. Their position, then, will also be reversed, not merely by restoring them to life, but by giving them a position of pre-eminent honor. They “will shine as bright as the sky, … shine like the stars to all eternity.” 

The get the preeminent status among the heavenly beings that the King of the North sought.

4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end.

Significance: It must be sealed up until the end, because it contains prophecies that extend all the way to the end.

10 …None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 
11"From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 
13"As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance." 

2Th 2:1-12  Concerning the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 
The end cannot come until the identity of this man is revealed, and he carries out his abomination.
  
5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 
This is commonly taken to be the Holy Spirit, but nothing in the context calls for that.  I think it would be a strange thing to say about God, that God will be taken out of the way.  I certainly don’t see how we could jump to that conclusion without anything in the context supporting it.

In v.6 Paul says, you know what is holding him back,.  They knew already, so Paul doesn’t bother stating it.  So we don’t know.

What we do know is eventually 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. 

1Jn 2:18-23  Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist-he denies the Father and the Son. 

Someday the Antichrist will come.  In the mean time there are other little antichrists who go around denying that Jesus is the Christ.  Apparently, that’s what the Antichrist will do.
1Jn 4:3  but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
 
Rev.13 talks about the beast out of the sea and the beast out of the earth. (read)

So what exactly is it that we are to watch for?
15"So when you see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand) 17 Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 

This doesn’t fit 70 AD.  Not only is there no clear abomination we can point to, but if you take the destruction of the Temple as the sign to flee, it’s not a very helpful warning.  All of the slaughter had already taken place when the Romans began destroying the Temple.

Jesus never tells us what the abomination actually is.  We are supposed to figure it out from Daniel.

What indication is there from Daniel?  Will it be the same as Antiochus’ abomination?  And idol to a pagan god in the Temple?

Da.7:25  He will speak against the Most High

Da.8:10  It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 11It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low.

Da.11:36 He will exalt and magnify himself above every god 
 37He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god, but will exalt himself above them all. 

2Th 2:4  He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

So what is the abomination – the great sin that brings destruction?  
Two possibilities: 
1.	The abomination is him.  He sets himself up as a god.

Da.12 talks about the abomination that causes desolation, Da.7 talks about the sin that causes desolation, and it’s a sin of God’s holy people.

What great sin of God’s people will take place at that time that we read about in Mt.24?

Mt.24:10  At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold

Could it be that the great transgression that will bring judgment and desolation will be the great apostasy?

Something to keep in mind: Daniel did not invent the concept of an abomination that brings judgment.  
In Dt.29:16, God told the people, “The first thing I want you to do when you get into the land is get rid of all the abominations.  If you don’t, you will be judged.”

1Ki 11:4-6
4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 5He followed …Molech the detestable god of the Ammonites (lit: abomination of the Ammonites). 6So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as David his father had done. 
7 Solomon built a high place for …detestable god of Moab (lit the abomination of Moab), and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites. 
9 The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 10Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD's command. 11So the LORD said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 

Solomon’s own son rebelled, and the kingdom was ripped in two.  Solomon’s abominations brought destruction.

Isa.66:3-4  their souls delight in their abominations; 4 so I also will choose harsh treatment for them and will bring upon them what they dread.

Jer 7:30-34  "`The people of Judah …have set up their abominations in the house that bears my Name and have defiled it. 
33Then the carcasses of this people will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 34I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will become desolate. 


Jer.44:4-6 `Do not do this abomination that I hate!' 5 But they did not listen or pay attention; they did not turn from their wickedness or stop burning incense to other gods. 6 Therefore, my fierce anger was poured out; it raged against the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem and made them the desolate ruins they are today.

Jer.44:22 22 When the LORD could no longer endure your wicked actions and the abominations you did, your land became an object of cursing and a desolate waste without inhabitants, as it is today.

Ez.6:11 because of all the wicked practices and abominations of the house of Israel, for they will fall by the sword, famine and plague.  
14 And I will stretch out my hand against them and make the land a desolation 

Ez.15:8   I will make the land desolate because they have been unfaithful, declares the Sovereign LORD."
Next verse: EZE 16:1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "Son of man, confront Jerusalem with her abominations

Ez.23:33  You will be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, the cup of ruin and desolation,
36	The LORD said to me: …confront them with their abominations

Ez.33:26 you do abominations, and each of you defiles his neighbor's wife. Should you then possess the land?'
28 I will make the land a desolation, and her proud strength will come to an end, and the mountains of Israel will become desolation so that no one will cross them. 29 Then they will know that I am the LORD, when I have made the land a desolation because of all the abominations they have done.'

Ez.36:31  you will loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 
…33 On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, …34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass through it.

So while the exact phrase “abomination that causes desolation” only appears in Daniel, the thought is certainly not new with Daniel.  Daniel was quoting a very, very familiar thought from the earlier prophets.

Throughout Israel’s history, when the people of Israel turned away from God to other gods, when there was national apostasy, God would step in and say, “Because of that abomination, I am going to send desolation.”

Lk.21:22  For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written.

Interesting note: That is exactly what happened at the time of Antiochus.  You might think that when he came and abolished the daily sacrifice, and set up an idol to Zeus and sacrificed pigs on the altar, that the Jews would have been outraged.

The faithful remnant was.  But many of the Jews actually welcomed it.  They were Jews who wanted to be like the dominant Greek culture.  They wanted to blend in, and were happy to dispense with everything that set them apart from the world.  They actually sided with Antiochus!

There was a great apostasy that enabled Antiochus to set up the idol.

2. Another possibility is that the abomination is the great apostasy.
  
Or, it is both.  He sets himself up as god, and many in the Church follow him.  I believe that is likely.

When you see that.  When you see the Little Horn, and He sets himself up against God, and he gains a great following, gathering all the nations of the earth, and they surround Jerusalem, you know it’s all about to break loose.  Run!



Lk.21:20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

It will be at the time of that final battle of Zech.13.

Rev  16:14-18  They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
15"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 
16Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
17The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 18Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 
Not true of 70 AD.  

22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 

* Even the ones who will make it will barely make it. 
* God knows in advance of changes He will make to His plan.  
* God is in control.  He is deciding exactly how long it goes.

Meaning: 3 possibilities:
1.	The length of each day will be shortened (unlikely)
2.	The 3.5 yr. is a figure of speech referring to a limited time.
When the martyred saints cry out, “How much longer?” God doesn’t say, “Well, the whole thing is exactly 3.5 years – you do the math.”
3.	 The 3.5 yr. period is the shortened time length already.  So the point is that the tribulation will not be allowed to run its course.  It will not fizzle out on it’s own or arrive at it’s natural conclusion.  It will get right at the height of trouble, and then God will suddenly step in (that’s how all the prophesies read)


