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The End of the Age  Pt.4       Mt.24:15-22    1-28-01

1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 
2"Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down."
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?" 
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will come in my name, claiming, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the beginning of birth pains. 
That seems to imply that 9-13 is a later stage.  It is before the end, and yet seems to be the later stages of the birth pains. (apostasy)

Paul referred to this apostasy as a major event that hadn’t taken place yet by his time.

2Th.2:1-3  Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion avpostasi,a occurs

9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
14And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then will come the end. 

Some say it’s the activity of the 1st Century.
Others say it will only be fulfilled when every single person has heard (missions can’t do that)
Some have suggested the angel of Rev  14:6  Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth-to every nation, tribe, language and people. 

I think we can get some insight from the pp.  Listen to the way the other writers record the same thing:

Mk.13: 9"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. 10And the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 11Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.

Lk.21:12"But before all this, (the signs in the heavens) they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name 13This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17All men will hate you because of me. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By standing firm you will gain life. 

It sounds like the preaching of the Gospel throughout the world will happen as part of the persecution.  The more they persecute us, the more we respond by proclaiming the Gospel.

So I see this as a general description of the birth pain period (like the wars) – from the first coming until the end.

Note: Lk.21:18 seems to contradict v.16 - they will put some of you to death…But not a hair of your head will perish. 

Obviously Jesus intended the ironic sound of that.  It seems to me the point is something like, “They may kill you, but I will see to it that they will not be able to do any harm to any part of you that matters the least bit.”

They won’t be able to physically do anything beyond exactly what God allows, and they won’t be able to touch you spiritually.  

It will be like in Acts, where you see Divine protection over and over, and yet they still get flogged, beaten and killed.

The only real harm that can ever come to you is if you defect.  As long as you stand firm to the end, you will be ultimately protected.  You cannot be overpowered.  Neither the world, nor the false teachers, nor the Devil and all the demons will be able to overpower or overwhelm you.  You will not be tested beyond your ability.

Nothing can separate you from the love of God.  As long as you continue to believe, you will make it.
Warning about the coming distress
15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand) 17 Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 

How literally was all that intended to be taken?  
Was Jesus indicating that some people would be on rooftops, others working in their fields, and they would suddenly see the abomination, and at that moment they were to start running?

That seems unlikely.  How could they see something being set up in the Temple from a rooftop or especially from a field?  To run in the house or to grab your cloak might only take an extra 30 seconds.  Was Jesus saying that a person would be working his field – outside the city gates, and would somehow see something take place inside the Temple, and from that moment would have less than 30 seconds to escape?

Also, if we know that people will be out working in their fields when it happens, that would imply a certain time of year.  But Jesus indicated that it could happen at different times in the year (pray that it won’t be winter).

Therefore it seems clear to me that Jesus did not intend these statements to be understood with a wooden literalism.  We don’t have to get caught up wondering if there will still be the same kind of houses at that time where people are up on the rooftops, etc.

The point is that when you see the Abomination, it’s time to run for your life – now!  Every second will count, and you should pray that it won’t happen at a bad time (on the Sabbath, the gates would be closed, stores closed, transportation not available.  Winter or stormy times the rivers would be hard to cross).

Jesus is just telling them that they need to be ready to run, and He uses the most urgent possible imagery.  

It’s not going to be a deal where you say, “It’s time to flee – we better put the house up for sale right away.”

So we should not think it will be one of those times when we should stand our ground and try to fight, and assume the Lord will deliver us.

So if you hear of wars and rumors of wars, don’t be alarmed.  If you hear of Kingdom being lifted up against kingdom and nation against nation, don’t be alarmed.  If you are handed over to be persecuted, don’t be alarmed.  If you see people apostatizing all around you, don’t be alarmed.

But when you see the abomination, be alarmed!  And run!  And you’d better run fast, because not everyone will make it.  Zech.14 says half the people will be carried off into captivity, women will be raped…

In Rev. we read about countless martyrs crying out to God, “How long until you avenge our blood?”  I’m sure everyone will try to run, but not everyone will make it.

It sounds like it will be like the Babylonian invasion described in Ez.7:15  those in the country will die by the sword, and those in the city will be devoured by famine and plague. 16 All who survive and escape will be in the mountains,

There is also a principle that we can gain from this: it is appropriate to try to save your life in persecution.  In fact, it is urgent that you do just that.  Saving your life is more important than your possessions, than your house, than your job.  Don’t try to take a stand in front of your house to protect it – just run!

In persecution God does not expect us to turn ourselves in or make ourselves conspicuous.  It’s not wrong in those circumstances to meet in secret, etc. – just as long as you never compromise or deny the faith.

When will all this happen?

15"So when you see standing in the holy place `the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand)

He’s most likely talking about the reader of Daniel.

An abomination is something God hates (usually idolatry) 
Desolation is ruin, destruction
So an abomination that causes ruin is some detestable, idolatrous thing that brings God’s judgment which is destruction.  

Daniel refers to the desolation 4 times, and it’s always the work of the Antichrist.

Warning: when you listen to someone teach on end times, be suspicious of anything they say that you don’t clearly see in the Bible.  Very often someone will read some obscure reference, and quickly say, “Oh, that’s referring to such and such…”  

All the major eschatological systems tend to ignore certain things in various passages.

So I don’t want you to take my word for it that this is the antichrist (someone else will come along and authoritativly tell you that it is Antiochus Epiphenes, Nebuchadnezzar, Titus, Caligula, etc.)

Who is the Antichrist?

We first see him in Dan.7.  Daniel is shown 4 great kingdoms that will dominate the world from his time until the end.
1.	Babylon
2.	Medo-Persia
3.	Greece
4.	Rome

All OT prophecies of the future skip the church age.  So after describing Rome, the very next thing is this:
Out of the 4th beast comes a guy called the little horn.
Da 7:24  After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings. 25He will speak against the Most High and oppress his saints and try to change the set times and the laws. The saints will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time.  
26"`But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed forever. 27Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.' 

Da.8:9-13 another horn, which started small but grew in power to the south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land. 10It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them. 11It set itself up to be as great as the Prince of the host; it took away the daily sacrifice from him, and the place of his sanctuary was brought low. 12Because of rebellion, the host [of the saints] and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 
13Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, "How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled-the vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, and the surrender of the sanctuary and of the host that will be trampled underfoot?"  14 He said to me, "It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated." 
       
So he will in some way rise up out of the Roman Empire, he will exalt himself and set himself against God, the saints will be given over to his hand for a while, and then he will be destroyed.

Da.9:26-27  After the sixty-two `sevens,' the Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed. 27He will confirm a covenant with many for one `seven.' In the middle of the `seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."  

He will destroy Jerusalem and the Temple and will set up the abomination.  

Could this be a reference to some historical figure who has already lived and fulfilled these things?

Da 11:2
2"Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more kings will appear in Persia, and then a fourth, who will be far richer than all the others. When he has gained power by his wealth, he will stir up everyone against the kingdom of Greece. 

1.	Cambyses (530-522)
2.	Gaumata (522)
3.	Darius 1 the Persian (522-486)
4.	Xerxes 1 (486-465)

Xerxes was much richer than the others.

3 Then (skipping about 100 years) a mighty king will appear (Alexander the Great), who will rule with great power and do as he pleases. Alexander the Great came to the throne of Macedon in 336 b.c. He conquered the territory from Turkey to India and thus came to rule the largest empire the world had ever seen.
In seven or eight years he accomplished the most dazzling military conquest in human history. But he lived only four years more; and after one of his drunken bouts, he died of a fever in 323 in the imperial capital of Babylon.
4After he has appeared, his empire will be broken up and parceled out toward the four winds of heaven. 
Alexander reigned over this empire less than a decade. He died of a fever in 323 b.c. and his empire was shattered into four major units. 

It will not go to his descendants, nor will it have the power he exercised, because his empire will be uprooted and given to others.
The power ended up going to 4 generals. 
Now we start reading about the king of the north and south.
The king of the South is whoever is on the throne in Egypt, and the king of the North is whoever is on the throne in Syria and Babylonia.
5"The king of the South (Ptolemy I) will become strong, but one of his commanders (Seleucus I) will become even stronger than he and will rule his own kingdom with great power.
6After some years (about 50), they will become allies. The daughter of the king of the South will go to the king of the North to make an alliance, 
About 250 b.c., Ptolemy II (king of the South) gave his daughter Berenice to Antiochus II (king of the North) in an effort to become allies.  Antiochus went ahead and married Berenice, and divorced his old wife, which excluded his kids by her from the throne. 
 
but she will not retain her power, and he and his power will not last. In those days she will be handed over, together with her royal escort and her father and the one who supported her.
After two years, Antiochus II went back to his original wife, who then had him killed, along with his son by Berenice (thus clearing the way for her own son Seleucus), Berenice herself, and a number of her Egyptian attendants. Berenice’s father also died in the same year.

7"One from her family line (Berenice’s brother, Ptolemy III) will arise to take her place. He will attack the forces of the king of the North and enter his fortress; he will fight against them and be victorious. 8He will also seize their gods, their metal images and their valuable articles of silver and gold and carry them off to Egypt. 
Ptolemy III invaded the Seleucid empire, gained control of considerable areas of Syria, killed that first wife, and took all kinds of booty back to Egypt.

For some years he will leave the king of the North alone. 9Then the king of the North will invade the realm of the king of the South but will retreat to his own country.
for two years there was no conflict between the two empires; then in 242 the king of the north attempted to invade Egypt, but his army was decimated, and he had to retreat.

10His sons (Seleucus III & Antiochus III) will prepare for war and assemble a great army, which will sweep on like an irresistible flood and carry the battle as far as his fortress. 
In 219 Antiochus III recaptured Seleucia, and invaded Palestine and conquered a large part of it.

 11"Then the king of the South (Ptolemy IV) will march out in a rage and fight against the king of the North, 
This took place at an Egyptian stronghold on the border with Palestine, in 217.  
who will raise a large army, but it will be defeated.
Antiochus took 62,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, and 102 elephants into battle against Ptolemy’s 70,000 infantry, 5,000 cavalry, and 73 elephants. 
12When the army is carried off, the king of the South will be filled with pride and will slaughter many thousands, yet he will not remain triumphant 
Antiochus lost over 14,000 men in defeat, but Ptolemy, was content with victory and the regaining of Palestine and Phoenicia, and did not press his advantage.  So he made peace with Antiochus.

13 For the king of the North will muster another army, larger than the first; and after several years, he will advance with a huge army fully equipped. 
over the next fourteen years Antiochus regained much of the old Seleucid empire.  Then he raised an even larger army by making an alliance with Philip V of Macedon to invade the South again.

 14"In those times many will rise against the king of the South. 
At this time the Southern kingdom was facing internal rebellions and insurrections, and Ptolemy IV was assassinated.

The violent men among your own people (the Jews) will rebel in fulfillment of the vision, but without success. 
There was fighting among the Jews between the pro-Egypt Jews and the anti-Egypt Jews.
15 Then the king of the North will come and build up siege ramps and will capture a fortified city Sidon – 199 BC. 
The forces of the South will be powerless to resist; even their best troops will not have the strength to stand.
In 198 Scopas and his troops, along with reinforcements sent from Egypt to relieve him, had to surrender.
16The invader will do as he pleases; no one will be able to stand against him. He will establish himself in the Beautiful Land [i.e., Palestine] and will have the power to destroy it. 
Antiochus gained firm control of Palestine and Phoenicia, including Judea.  He was in a position to invade Egypt itself and destroy the Ptolemaic empire.  The only reason he didn’t was because he was afraid of Rome.
17 He will determine to come with the might of his entire kingdom and will make an alliance with the king of the South. And he will give him a daughter in marriage in order to overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not succeed or help him. 
Antiocus made peace with Egypt in 197, by betrothing his daughter Cleopatra to Ptolemy V. 

Through his daughter (the first Cleopatra) he wanted to have strong influence in Egypt (Ptolomy V was only 10 yr. old at the time), but Cleopatra became completely loyal to her husband and new homeland and encouraged an Egyptian alliance with Rome, which frustrated Antiochus’s efforts to gain control
18 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, 
Antiochus resumed his attacks on Egyptian-held areas of Asia Minor and went on to invade Macedon, Thrace, and Greece  

but a commander (none other than Lucius Cornelius Scipio Asiaticus) will put an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him. . 
In 191 and again in 190 the Romans defeated him decisively ending his chances at power in the west.  The Romans had 30,000 and Antiochus had 70,000.  Antiochus became a vassal of Rome.
he had to surrender his entire elephant brigade, all his navy, and twenty selected hostages (one of whom was Antichus Epiphanes. Finally he was obliged to pay an indemnity of fifteen thousand or twenty thousand talents over a period of several years – 1000 per year.

Ch.11 describes the wars between the South and the North.  Everything in ch.10 up to this point was fulfilled in the years between the testaments, and virtually every detail is recorded in secular history (numerous sources)

The king of the South is whoever is on the throne in Egypt, and the king of the North is whoever is on the throne in Syria and Babylonia.
By v.18 we are talking about the king of the north at about 190 BC.  His name was Antiochus III.

18 Then he will turn his attention to the coastlands and will take many of them, but a commander (none other than Lucius Cornelius Scipio Asiaticus) will put an end to his insolence and will turn his insolence back upon him. . 
In 191 and again in 190 the Romans defeated him decisively ending his chances at power in the west.  The Romans had 30,000 and Antiochus had 70,000.  Antiochus became a vassal of Rome.
he had to surrender his entire elephant brigade, all his navy, and twenty selected hostages (one of whom was Antichus Epiphanes. Finally he was obliged to pay an indemnity of fifteen thousand or twenty thousand talents over a period of several years – 1000 per year.

19 After this, he will turn back toward the fortresses of his own country but will stumble and fall, to be seen no more.
Antiochus thus returned to Syria; he was assassinated at Elymais in 187 while attempting to pillage the treasury of one of his own gods, to pay the tribute imposed on him by the Romans.

20"His successor (Seleucus IV) will send out a tax collector to maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, however, he will be destroyed, yet not in anger or in battle. 

Seleucus IV was an unpopular ruler whose main concern had to be paying the tribute imposed on his father by Rome. The tax collector he sent out to collect enough money to do that was his finance minister, who at one point tried to pillage the treasury of the temple at Jerusalem. 

Seleucus was assassinated in a plot engineered by the tax collector

21"He will be succeeded by a contemptible person Antiochus Epiphanes detractors referred to him as Epinanes ["madman"] 
who has not been given the honor of royalty.  He will invade the kingdom when its people feel secure, and he will seize it through intrigue.
He was not the rightful heir to the throne, but scammed his way in.
Antiochus curried favor with governmental leaders and, by promises of promotion and large favors in return for their support, managed to secure approval for succession to the throne vacated by his poisoned brother. 

It was Epiphanes' policy to throw his intended victims off guard by offering them his friendship and alliance. Then he would maneuver for an advantageous position till he could catch them by surprise.

He was the king of the North, and his great enemy was the king of the South – that’s who he went to war against all the time.  And yet he was so good at making currying favor with his opponents, that they have found Egyptian coins in some areas of Egypt that had the normal Egyptian eagle on one side and Zeus on the other, but instead of the normal “Ptolemy the King” inscription, they said, “King Antiochus, God made Manifest.” 

22Then an overwhelming army will be swept away before him;
King of Egypt - Ptolemy VI
both it and a prince of the covenant probably the High Priest Onias III will be destroyed. 23After coming to an agreement with him, he will act deceitfully, and with only a few people he will rise to power. 24When the richest provinces feel secure, he will invade them and will achieve what neither his fathers nor his forefathers did.   He will distribute plunder, loot and wealth among his followers. He will plot the overthrow of fortresses-but only for a time. 

This is exactly what happened, and Antiochus gained control of Palestine.  

25"With a large army he will stir up his strength and courage against the king of the South. The king of the South will wage war with a large and very powerful army, but he will not be able to stand because of the plots devised against him. 26Those who eat from the king's provisions will try to destroy him; his army will be swept away, and many will fall in battle. 
in 170 b.c. an Egyptian army set off to attempt to recapture Palestine. Antiochus defeated the Egyptian army, captured the border fortress of Pelusium, entered Egypt, took the King (Ptolemy VI) prisoner, and occupied much of Egypt.

27 The two kings (Antiochus and Ptolemy VI), with their hearts bent on evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each other, but to no avail, because an end will still come at the appointed time. 28 The king of the North will return to his own country with great wealth, but his heart will be set against the holy covenant. Israel’s Covenant with God.  He will take action against it and then return to his own country. 
29"At the appointed time (a reminder that all the horrible things he is about to describe are still within the control of God) he will invade the South again, but this time the outcome will be different from what it was before. 30Ships of the western coastlands will oppose him, and he will lose heart. 
In 168 Antiochus invaded again, but this time with disastrous results.  Ships from Rome intercepted Antiochus on his way to Egypt and ordered him off Egyptian territory.

Then he will turn back and vent his fury against the holy covenant. He will return and show favor to those who forsake the holy covenant. 
One of the deposed rulers in Jerusalem heard a rumor that Antiochus was dead, and led a violent rebellion against the ruling party that Antiochus had put in place.  Antiochus considered that a rebellion, and came and re-established his leaders.

At that time Antiochus slaughtered 80,000 men, women and children and began to suppress Jewish religion.

31"His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. 
 “Forces of his will take their stand” (v 31): Antiochus took steps to strengthen his position in Palestine by developing “the stronghold” from which his forces could oversee temple and city. It was near the temple mount (just like the Roman Fort Antonia was in Jesus’ time)

The abomination that causes desolation took place in December 168 B.C. The desecration was the rifling of the sanctuary and temple treasury and the removal of all the sacred vessels. He put an end to the daily sacrifices by the erection in the temple of Yahweh of "the abomination that causes desolation" (siqqus mesomem). Apparently this was a statue of Zeus.

He sacrificed a pig on the altar and made Jewish religion a capitol offense.

32With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant (Antiochus took advantage of apostate Jews who wanted to be accepted into the Hellenistic world.  They tried to conform to Greek culture as much as possible.), but the people who know their God will firmly resist him. (The committed believers – the heroic Maccabees & Hasidim, from whom came the Pharisees)
33"Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be burned or captured or plundered. 
This happened in 168 B.C.  Antiochus sent an officer to enforce the new decree concerning idolatrous worship, a priest by the name of Mattathias and his five sons killed that officer and led a guerrilla band that fled to the hills and attracted many adherents among the Jews.

A large number of them died in their first battle with the king's troops because they refused to fight in their own defense on the Sabbath.  After that they revised that policy, and decided they would fight even on the Sabbath, if attacked. 

They had astounding victories in the face of overwealming odds as a result of remarkable courage.  (One battle was won when one of them thrust a spear into the chest of an elephant and was then crushed to death by the dying elephant).  

34When they fall, they will receive a little help, and many who are not sincere will join them. 35Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time. 

With that statement about the end, we are suddenly launched into a yet future time.  It was not evident to the original readers, but we now know that from v.36 we are dealing with the end.  Until now the details match history perfectly with complete precision.  But from here on the statements do not fit anything that has happened already.

36"The king will do as he pleases. He will exalt and magnify himself above every god (Antiochus did not do this.  He placed in the Sanctuary not a statue of himself, but of Zeus) and will say unheard-of things against the God of gods. He will be successful until the time of wrath is completed, for what has been determined must take place. 37He will show no regard for the gods of his fathers (some argue from this that the Antichrist will be a Jew, but Gentile’s fathers also worship various gods) or for the one desired by women, nor will he regard any god (again, not true of Antiochus), but will exalt himself above them all. 38Instead of them, he will honor a god of fortresses; a god unknown to his fathers he will honor with gold and silver, with precious stones and costly gifts. 39He will attack the mightiest fortresses with the help of a foreign god and will greatly honor those who acknowledge him. He will make them rulers over many people and will distribute the land at a price.  

40"At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood. 41He will also invade the Beautiful Land. Many countries will fall, but Edom, Moab and the leaders of Ammon present-day Jordan will be delivered from his hand. 42He will extend his power over many countries; Egypt will not escape. 43He will gain control of the treasures of gold and silver and all the riches of Egypt, with the Libyans and Nubians (Sudan) in submission. 44But reports from the east and the north will alarm him, and he will set out in a great rage to destroy and annihilate many. 45He will pitch his royal tents between the seas (the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean) at the beautiful holy mountain. 
his victory over the South will be short-lived because news of trouble in the Middle East will bring him out of Egypt in a fury to crush his opponents in Palestine
Yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him. 
That happens at the battle of Armegedon.  His whole amazing career ends with this abrupt obituary:  It comes with a jolt, just at the moment when Antichrist seems to be sweeping away all opposition. 
Just like in Revelation 19:19-20, where one minute the beast and the kings of the earth are all gathered together to make war against the Lord’s people, and the next minute he’s thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.

Antiochus Epiphanes died in Persia.

12:1"At that time 
During the career of the Antichrist, this is what will happen to God’s people.

Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people-everyone whose name is found written in the book-will be delivered.
2Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.
3Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

12:3 “The discerning” who “set the multitude right” had had their teaching despised, and some of them had lost their lives. Their position, then, will also be reversed, not merely by restoring them to life, but by giving them a position of pre-eminent honor. They “will shine as bright as the sky, … shine like the stars to all eternity.” 

The get the preeminent status among the heavenly beings that the King of the North sought.

4 But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end.
In the ancient Near East, important documents were written out in duplicate. The original document was kept in a secure repository, safe ("closed up") from later tampering. Though copies might be made from it, the original was to remain secure so that it might be consulted if any future challenge of its terms were made.
 In Mesopotamian cultures, it was usual to write out the terms of contractual promises on a clay tablet and then run the cylinder-seals of the attesting scribes over the bottom section. First of all came the seal of the recording scribe himself, who in this case was Daniel, and then the seals of the various witnesses who heard the exact words as they were dictated to the scribe. Once the document was thus sealed, it became the official and unchangeable text. 

So Daniel was to certify by his personal seal, to the faithfulness of this text as an exact transcript of what God had communicated to him through his angel. Thus this record would be preserved unaltered down to the day when all the predictions would be fulfilled.

Significance: It must be sealed up until the end, because it contains prophecies that extend all the way to the end.

 Many will go here and there to increase knowledge."

because they are withheld, “many will hurry to and fro,” unable to find a word from God: see Amos 8:11–12. When Daniel’s book is unsealed, during the Antiochene crisis, that famine ends 

5Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 6One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, "How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?" 
7The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, "It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed." 
8I heard, but I did not understand. So I asked, "My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?" 
9He replied, "Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end. 10Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 
11"From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 

Various calendars were in use in the seer’s day. The Babylonians used a lunar calendar that produced a year of 354 days, the Essenes a solar calendar of 364 days, the Hellenistic regimes a luni-solar one of 360 days; in each case the calendar was corrected to the true length of the solar year—just over 365 days—by intercalating months. Evidence of familiarity with all three calendars has been found in the OT. The question of the right calendar was overtly a subject of dispute in the second and first centuries b.c. (see on 7:23–25), and Daniel’s periods of days have been seen as reflections of this dispute. They most straightforwardly fit the luni-solar calendar (e.g., Beckwith, RevQ 10 [1979–81] 377–78), but they can be understood in the light of the other systems. When allowance is made for intercalation, 1290 days can represent 3 1/2 lunar years (e.g., C. H. Cornill, “Die siebzig Jahrwochen Daniels,” Theologische Studien und Skizzen aus Ostpreussen 2 [1889] 29–30) or 3 1/2 solar years (Burgmann, ZAW 86 [1974] 545–46); 1335 days can also be reckoned to comprise 3 1/2 solar years (W. Eiss, “Der Kalender des nachexilischen Judentums,” WO 3 [1964] 44–47).
As Daniel’s figures can be related to several calendars, so they can be related to several sets of events between 168 and 164 b.c. The beginning point of v 11 could be the time of one of Antiochus’s edicts, the actual desecration of the temple, or the enforcement of the ban on the regular sacrificial order (11:31–33). The beginning point of v 12 could be one of these, or an earlier event such as Apollonius’s mission, though more likely vv 11–12 begin with the same event and v 12 terminates later, suggesting that the promised release will have successive stages during which a continuing faithful expectancy is required. Thus vv 11–12 could terminate with Judas’s victories, the temple rededication, Antiochus’s death, the arrival of news of his death, or the further events envisaged by 11:45–12:3. 1 Macc 1:59; 4:52–53 makes the period from the first pagan sacrifice to the altar’s rededication exactly three years.
13"As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance." 

2Th 2:1-12  Concerning the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 
The end cannot come until the identity of this man is revealed, and he carries out his abomination.
  
5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things? 6And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. 7For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 
This is commonly taken to be the Holy Spirit, but nothing in the context calls for that.  I think it would be a strange thing to say about God, that God will be taken out of the way.  I certainly don’t see how we could jump to that conclusion without anything in the context supporting it.

In v.6 Paul says, you know what is holding him back,.  They knew already, so Paul doesn’t bother stating it.  So we don’t know.

What we do know is eventually 8And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 

9 The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. 

1Jn 2:18-23  Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 
22Who is the liar? It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist-he denies the Father and the Son. 

Someday the Antichrist will come.  In the mean time there are other little antichrists who go around denying that Jesus is the Christ.  Apparently, that’s what the Antichrist will do.
1Jn 4:3  but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 
 
Rev.13 talks about the beast out of the sea and the beast out of the earth. (read)

So what exactly is it that we are to watch for?
15"So when you see standing in the holy place the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel (let the reader understand) 17 Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. 

This doesn’t fit 70 AD.  Not only is there no clear abomination we can point to, but if you take the destruction of the Temple as the sign to flee, it’s not a very helpful warning.  All of the slaughter had already taken place when the Romans began destroying the Temple.

Jesus never tells us what the abomination actually is.  

Lk.21:20"When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. 21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

It will be at the time of that final battle of Zech.13.

Rev  16:14-18  They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
15"Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed." 
16Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
17The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, "It is done!" 18Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake.

21For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now-and never to be equaled again. 
Not true of 70 AD.  

22If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 

* Even the ones who will make it will barely make it. 
* God knows in advance of changes He will make to His plan.  
* God is in control.  He is deciding exactly how long it goes.

Meaning: 3 possibilities:
1.	The length of each day will be shortened (unlikely)
2.	The 3.5 yr. is a figure of speech referring to a limited time.
When the martyred saints cry out, “How much longer?” God doesn’t say, “Well, the whole thing is exactly 3.5 years – you do the math.”
3.	 The 3.5 yr. period is the shortened time length already.  So the point is that the tribulation will not be allowed to run its course.  It will not fizzle out on it’s own or arrive at it’s natural conclusion.  It will get right at the height of trouble, and then God will suddenly step in (that’s how all the prophesies read)


