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Christ’s Resurrection & Your Laundry Basket
Easter Sunday Special Message #80
1 Corinthians 15:1-58    4-24-2011

Summary: Jesus’ resurrection proved He was for real, and it guaranteed our resurrection and glorification. Conclusion: this hope dwarfs our suffering, and fills our work in the Lord with meaning.
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1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

Jesus’ Resurrection
The historical account of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ begins at an odd time of day – sunrise. It is odd is because Jesus repeatedly said He would rise from the dead on the third day. In that culture the day ended and the new day began at sundown. As soon as the sun goes down on Saturday, Sunday begins. So when the women show up at sunrise on Sunday, they are already twelve hours into the third day. Obviously not even Jesus’ followers believed Jesus would literally rise from the dead. If they believed it was going to happen they would have been there right at sundown so they could see it. But instead they just go to bed, get a good night’s sleep, and so when they arrive they have already missed the resurrection.
And they missed something else too – when they arrive at the tomb what they see looks like a war zone. There was debris everywhere (downed trees, limbs), and the ground is littered with the bodies of Roman soldiers. What happened?
Let’s go back a few hours and watch the whole thing through the eyes of the people who were there for the resurrection – the Roman soldiers. 

Matthew 28:2 There had been a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

Imagine you are one of the guards. You have been told that the third day is the day that they expect there might be a problem. Your group is standing guard (2.5 hours per shift) - the others are sleeping as you silently watch. You cannot see very far out into the darkness, but all your senses are alert. If the Disciples are so stupid as to try anything, you will not be taken by surprise. You are ready for anything. 
It is honestly kind of creepy standing here in the dark guarding a tomb – your eyes play tricks on you in the shadows, but you were trained for this. You have learned to master your fear. So you are OK… until the earthquake starts. The ground starts to shake violently! Immediately all your comrades are awake and scrambling to stand up, it is so violent that it is not easy. And training or no training, now you are full of fear. It is such a helpless feeling. And as you struggle to keep your footing, you look up to make sure you are not in a spot where you could be crushed by a falling tree, and when you look up – you see something that makes you completely forget about the earthquake, and almost stops your heart. There is a brilliant light in the night sky, and it is rocketing down like a meteor right toward you! BOOM! It lands next to you - it’s an angel! The light is blinding, but somehow you cannot look away. 
But then things take a turn for the worse. This massive angel turns and faces you. You have fought against some fierce warriors in your time, and even some wild animals, but never in your life have you seen anyone this awesome and terrifying. He is looking right at you and begins to move toward the tomb that you are guarding. That tomb is your charge - anything happens to that seal and your life is on the line. But it is painfully obvious to you that if you mess with this angel your life would really be on the line. Besides, you couldn’t if you wanted to anyway because you are paralyzed with fear.
The angel walks right past you, and puts his hand on stone, and you think, “It took six of us to roll it downhill against the mouth of the tomb; he’s going to try to push it back up that incline by himself? Without any trouble at all he sends that thing rolling across the garden like a giant bowling ball and it is all you can do to duck out of the way so you don’t get mashed under it. That is the last thing you remember before passing out. Every one of those soldiers – out cold from fear.
I do not know where Jesus was at this point. Maybe He was at the other end of the garden watching all this happen. You can picture Him stepping over all the comatose soldiers, making His way over to the angel. 
“What do You want me to do now, Lord?”
“Just wait here until someone arrives.”
“But who’s going to arrive? Why would anyone come to the tomb twelve hours after You rose from the dead?”
“They’ll be here. They’re coming to anoint My body.”
So the angel makes himself comfortable on top of the stone and just…waits. 
Well, you all know the rest of the story. The women finally arrive, the angel asks them the question that has been bugging him all night, “Why on earth would you come looking for Jesus in the tomb on the third day? Obviously He’s not going to be here! He’s risen!” So the women go and tell the Disciples.
Jesus is for real
The reason I began the sermon by recounting the historical event is because what I would like to do this morning is take you on a jet tour through 1 Corinthians 15. 1 Corinthians 15 is the longest, most detailed discussion in the Bible about the subject of resurrection. We could not possibly study the whole chapter in detail, but I would like to at least show you the flow of thought so we can understand the conclusion Paul draws in the last verse of the chapter.
Let me give you a little background. There were some people in Corinth who were doubting the idea that we will be raised from the dead someday. All the really smart people mocked the idea of resurrection on philosophical grounds (just as people today mock it on scientific grounds). And the people in the church back then were just like people today – they did not want to be thought of as being primitive or uneducated in the eyes of the smart people, so they started doubting whether there is even such a thing as resurrection. People like this will usually say, “When the Bible says we will all be raised from the dead, it’s a figure of speech. It’s not talking about literal, physical, bodily resurrection – it’s just a spiritual awaking of some kind.”
So Paul writes them to let them know that if that is true, and there is no such thing as resurrection, we have got a huge problem because that would mean not even Jesus rose from the dead. And if Jesus did not rise from the dead then Christianity is false and Christians are all wasting their lives. So Paul begins the chapter by focusing on the central importance and the historicity of Jesus’ resurrection.

1 Corinthians 15:1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you…3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

Without the resurrection of Jesus there is no gospel, and there is no Christianity. That shows the central importance of it. Then he moves to the historical proof.

5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also

He does not point to the empty tomb, because that is not what convinced everybody. What convinced them was Jesus’ appearances after the resurrection. Jesus’ followers did not expect Jesus to rise, and even when the tomb was empty on the third day they were mystified. They did not know what happened, but they certainly did not think Jesus had risen. They were huddled in a locked room like a bunch of scared children until Jesus appeared to them. And even then there was doubt, so Jesus, over a period of weeks, gave them many convincing proofs that it was Him and that He was resurrected – with flesh and bone. During those weeks Jesus appeared to hundreds of eye-witnesses who were still around when Paul was writing this. And that transformed them. They went from a group of frightened cowards to men who fearlessly preached the resurrection of Christ even when it meant they would be tortured, beaten, imprisoned, and killed.
I do not have time to go through all the historical proof for the resurrection. I have done that in the past – suffice it to say that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most well-documented event in ancient history. God provided us with overwhelming proof. If there is one thing He wanted us to know with absolute certainty without any doubt it is the fact of the resurrection, because the purpose of the resurrection was to make sure all of humanity understood that Jesus Christ was for real.
A lot of people come along and claim to be speaking for God, or representing God, and we are just supposed to take their word for it. Jesus came and said, “I AM God, I have existed forever, I created all things, salvation is only through Me and no one can get to heaven or even know God except through knowing Me” – and then He said, “I will prove it. They will put me to death, put Me in the ground, and on the third day I will rise from the dead.” And that is exactly what happened. And every detail of it fulfilled all the prophecies about the Messiah in the Old Testament Scriptures. All those other people who have claimed to be God or who wanted people to worship them – they all have one thing in common. Their tombs are all still occupied. All religions are not essentially the same. There is one religion that is based on an empty tomb, and all the other religions were founded by people who turned out to be just as mortal as you and me.

Romans 1:4 Jesus Christ our Lord by his resurrection from the dead … was declared with power to be the Son of God.

God the Father had already spoken audibly from heaven at Jesus’ baptism and announced that Jesus was His Son, but by raising Jesus from the dead He did not just announce Jesus was His Son, but declared it with power. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the thunderclap of God the Father’s approval and acceptance of Jesus’ sacrifice.
And that verifies everything in the Bible. Even if you start by assuming the Bible is just a regular, human book with all kinds of errors and mistakes and biases, you can still prove historically that Jesus rose from the dead. And He said the Bible is God’s Word. If someone who rises from the dead says the Bible is God’s Word, then the Bible is God’s Word. So if you are going to doubt anything in Christianity – anything in the Bible, then you are going to have to do something no one has been able to do for two thousand years now – you are going to have to come up with some kind of rational explanation for the evidence of the resurrection that could be explained another way. The resurrection proves Jesus is who He claimed to be, and that has massive implications for every human being who is ever born into this world.
Futility of life if Jesus did not rise
Because if Jesus did not actually rise from the dead in history, then your life is an absolutely meaningless, pointless waste of time.

1 Corinthians 15:17 if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.

As Christians we spend our whole lives forsaking the pleasures of this world in favor of better things in the next world. But if it turns out this world is all there is, we have given up everything for nothing. Everything you do is pointless and meaningless if Jesus did not rise from the dead.
Guarantees our resurrection

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Firstfruits is a word that refers to the first part of the crop that ensured that there would be a crop. So what Paul is saying there is that Jesus’ resurrection not only proved He was for real, but it proved that we will be resurrected too.

2 Corinthians 4:14 we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus 

Romans 8:11 he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies  

1 Thessalonians 4:14 If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, then God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

His resurrection guarantees our resurrection. And for us it will happen at the Second Coming. 

1 Corinthians 15:22 …in Christ all will be made alive.  23 But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come

Our Resurrection 
And if you want to know what that day will be like, it is described in 1 Thessalonians 4. The people in Thessalonica were worried that their loved ones who had died might miss the Second Coming, so Paul writes to comfort them.
He will appear in the sky

1 Thessalonians 4:14 If we believe that Jesus died and rose again then we also believe that those who have fallen asleep with dia – seems to me it could only be attendant circumstance (“with,” like 2 Cor.2:4) or possibly causal (because of), although that is rare with the genitive. Jesus God will bring with Him. 15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Once in a while I run into someone who is afraid that they might be deceived by the Antichrist when he comes. Because the Antichrist will be able to perform astonishing miracles and signs and wonders, and so people say, “How will I know that that’s not the real Jesus Christ?” Jesus Himself actually addressed that in the Olivet Discourse in Matthew 24.

Matthew 24:23 At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it.  … 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. … 30 "At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. Preterists point to similar language in Old Testament prophecies about judgments on specific nations to support their view that these words are figurative descriptions of 70 AD and nothing more. But first, it may very well be that the Old Testament statements were dual-fulfillment prophecies that have the near, partial fulfillment in the destruction of that nation but the ultimate fulfillment in the final Day of the Lord. Second, vv.27, 30 add something beyond what those passages say and describes Jesus as appearing visibly in the sky. Third, throughout Scripture there is the promise that God will someday judge all of mankind and bring about perfect justice, righting all wrongs. That did not happen in 70 AD.

If someone is pointing out the Messiah to you, if they are not pointing up toward the sky then right away you automatically know that it is a false Christ. When the real Christ returns nobody is going to have to point Him out to anybody.
One day it is going to happen – just as sure as the sun came up this morning. You are going to be sitting at work, driving in your car, walking through your living room – and suddenly you will hear a sound unlike anything you have ever heard in your life.

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command…

There will be a loud command from the mouth of the Lord Himself. The word refers to a military-type command that is shouted. All the saints who have died and are in the grave are lying there “at ease,” and the King will come and say, “Fall in!” “Get up!” Wherever you are on that day, and whatever it is you are doing at the time – it won’t matter if you have headphones on, your iPod cranked, dead asleep in bed, hard of hearing – you will hear this command loud and clear. Winifred Wyatt, whose body was cremated last week, will hear it and will stand up. It will be the most awesome voice you have ever heard, and you will drop whatever you are doing and go running outside to see what is going on. But before you even make it out there you will hear another voice. Along with the command from the Lord Himself will come the voice of an archangel. 
And that is not all. Next comes the trumpet call of God. Whenever you see a trumpet referred to in Scripture it is a reference to a ram’s horn. The ram’s horn was used to gather God’s people, or to call them to battle. Imagine ten thousand ram’s horns calling God’s people forth from the grave.
So you hear all this, you bust through your front door to see what on earth is going on, and you find out it is nothing on earth. It will all be taking place up in the sky. The glorified Lord Jesus Christ is there in the sky flashing across the heavens with an awesome display of power and great glory.
The people who came up with the whole idea of a silent, secret rapture – like in Left Behind where suddenly all the Christians are just mysteriously missing and people are scratching their heads – whoever came up with that idea needs to re-read. The resurrection and rapture is going to be the least secret things that has ever taken place. Everyone on earth will hear and will look up and see the glorified Christ and will know exactly who He is – including unbelievers. 

Revelation 1:7 Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. 

I do not know what you are picturing in your mind right now as you imagine this event, but I very much doubt there is anything we could imagine that would come close to the glory of what we will see on that Day. Hollywood is capable of depicting pretty much anything the human mind can dream up these days, and they have come up with some spectacular end-of-the-world movies. But I think it is a safe bet that when Almighty God bares his great arm and unleashes the extremes of His power in showing the full glory of His Son no one is going to say, “Oh, this is just like that movie 2012…” It is not going to be anything like any movie or fantasy that puny human minds have ever conceived. 
So you hear the commotion, you run outside and look up, and you see the heavens lit up with the glory of Jesus Christ, with an entourage of countless millions of angels and other heavenly beings, all in a display of colors and light that makes the sun look like a black hole in comparison. Every Christian in this room will witness this – it is guaranteed by the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. Even if you die before this happens, you will witness it because the very first thing Jesus will do when He arrives is raise those who have died in Christ.
The rapture

1 Thessalonians 4:16 … the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.

That word translated caught up is a very strong word. It means to seize with force. It is the word used in John 10:12 to describe a wolf attacking the sheep. The picture is not that we just kind of start floating upward like a helium balloon. Jesus Christ will be streaking across the heavens like the flash of lightning and all those who are in the grave will be given new, glorified, resurrected bodies and will be scooped up with Him and will become part of the spectacular entourage. And after that all the believers who are still alive at that time will be scooped up and will join them in the sky with Christ. But before that happens – before you are scooped up, something amazing is going to happen to you.
Glorification of our bodies
Your body will be upgraded. When our loved ones in the grave are raised they will be raised with glorified bodies – like Jesus’ body. And then we will also be given glorified bodies.

1 Corinthians 15:51 We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Why? Why the change?

50 flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Our current, perishable form of flesh and blood is not suited to heaven. These bodies could never absorb or reflect the degree of beauty and glory that will be revealed in heaven. God has to make some major improvements in order for us to be able to enter heaven because nothing that is subject to decay or death in any way can enter heaven.

53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 

You will still be you, it will still be your body, but you will be upgraded to the new 7.0 version of you. God will make four major improvements. They are described up in verse 42.
Imperishable 
Number 1 – your body will go from being perishable to imperishable. 

42 The body that is sown (using the analogy of a seed) is perishable, it is raised imperishable

Perishable means it can be ruined or corrupted. At that moment, standing there in your front yard or wherever you will be when Jesus returns, the transformation will happen in the blink of an eye and suddenly sickness will become a physical impossibility for your body. Injury, or something in your body wearing out or malfunctioning will be a physical impossibility because you will be imperishable and incorruptible. 
Glorious 
And not only will your nature change, so will your appearance. 

43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory

Philippians 3:21 Christ…will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Your non-Christian neighbor across the street will have eyes the size of silver dollars when he sees your glorified body. Dishonor refers to something to be ashamed of. If you took the most beautiful supermodel, or a bodybuilder or athlete – the most perfect human body on earth right now, and brought them up to heaven, that person would be ashamed to be seen and would be utterly humiliated. It would be the ultimate experience of being underdressed for an occasion. The only reason why we are not totally humiliated now is we have not seen the glorified bodies. We are kind of like Adam and Eve before they knew they were naked.
Powerful 
So your nature will change and become imperishable and incorruptible. Your appearance will change and become glorious. Then a third change: 

1 Corinthians 15:43 …it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power

These things apply to every human being, which means the strongest man in the world right now is weak. He has way too many physical limitations to make it in heaven. He would be crushed like a bug up there. It is really amazing how weak we really are. Think about it – you and I are so weak we cannot even sit on the couch without eventually getting so tired we have to lie down and fall asleep. That is how weak we are – just sitting motionless on the couch eventually wears us out and we need a break.
And our weakness is not just physical. We also have mental and emotional limitations. In order to function in heaven you are going to need power well beyond the things that even the strongest human beings can do in this world. And so as you stand there on your front porch looking up at the glorified Christ you will notice that suddenly you are able to do things that no human has ever been able to do before. Jesus said in Matthew 26:41 that the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. The saying in heaven will be the spirit is willing and the body is more than able.
Spiritual 
And that reality is all the more exciting because of the fourth change that will take place.

44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 

The word translated natural is literally “soulish” and it means your body right now is dominated and governed by physical appetites. One of the most distressing things to us as Christians is how little influence our spiritual part has – how dull our spiritual sensitivities are. Our highest thoughts about God are really fairly low, mixed with a lot of temporal thoughts, and very fleeting. The gravitational pull of this world is so strong that even though we can look up and leap heavenward, a moment later we contact the ground again with a thud. But when this fourth change takes place on that Day, instead of the soul dominating, your spirit will dominate. When that happens your drive to worship then will be like your drive to eat food is now. Your drive to serve God then will be like your drive for physical things is now. Your need to commune with God then will be like your need for water is now. Your spiritual appetites will dominate and drive your whole being, just like your earthly appetites do now. Instead of being the slave of your body, your body will be the instrument of your spirit. That is what we are looking forward to.

So what?
Ok, so we have looked now at the past and the future. In the past, Jesus rose from the dead. In the future you and I will be raised from the dead. But what does all that have to do with the present? How does this help you tomorrow morning when you face the same, pathetic, endless grind of your work? Or that never-ending laundry basket that just fills up the split second you empty it? Or that ridiculous homework assignment that could not possibly ever teach you anything that will do you any good in real life? You hear all this and think, “That’s great that all these amazing things will happen someday, but my reality is it is April 24 and I haven’t even finished my taxes. I’ve got emails to write and chores to do and a mountain of stuff at work and I am behind on everything and my job is a dead end and my whole life sometimes feels like a dead end.” There are times when the shallowness of the trivia of this world just becomes maddening. Either that or the suffering becomes overpowering and unbearable. How does this far-off promise of resurrection help me right now – with my suffering and with my emptiness?

Dwarfs Suffering with Hope
Two ways. The first one is hope.

1 Corinthians 15:19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.

What is the implication? That our hope in Christ is both in this life and in the next life. That word “hope” pops up everywhere you read about the resurrection.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to … to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.

What is hope? I saw a TV show the other day in which a priest (who had zero knowledge of the Scriptures) said, “Faith is when you believe something without any evidence to support it.” And the other character said, “No, that’s hope.” And I wanted to yell at the TV screen – “You’re both wrong!” Believing something without evidence is not faith or hope; it is stupidity. Faith is believing what the best evidence points to, and hope is the feeling of happiness you have when you do that. Hope is a feeling of joy you have now when you are excited about some wonderful thing that is coming. Do not think of hope like we use the word today when we say, “Oh, I hope gasoline doesn’t hit $5/gallon before church is over today.” That is not what the biblical word “hope” means. Hope is not a wish. Hope is a feeling of happiness that comes from something you know for sure is going to happen, and you are so excited about the fact that it is going to happen that you already feel happy right now. When you are in a really good mood because of some fantastic thing that is happening tomorrow – that good mood you are in right now is called hope. The more we actually believe these promises and spend time thinking about them, the more happiness we will feel now even in the midst of our suffering. 
You see, God has two ways of delivering you from suffering. Sometimes He does it by eliminating the suffering, but usually He does it by dwarfing the suffering. The suffering stays the same, but He dwarfs it with an infinitely greater hope.

Romans 8:18 our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. … 23 the redemption of our bodies

This hope is so glorious that if it really sunk in it would dwarf ALL your suffering, and you would have a joy greater than your sorrow.
Fills work with meaning
The other impact all this has for you tomorrow as you go to work is meaning. We were built for meaning, and importance, and purpose. We might get sucked into the whole “He who dies with the most toys wins” game for a while, but once in a while you just wake up from the shallowness of that and think, “I don’t want my existence to be defined by toys. I want meaning. I want to do something noble, and big, and important. I want my life to mean something, and if I have to go through one more day of mindless, meaningless trivia I think I’ll go out of my mind.”
Why did God give us this huge, long chapter in 1 Corinthians 15 about resurrection? Is it just a bunch of pie-in-the-sky by-and-by future dreams, or is there a “so what?” that matters tomorrow morning when you wake up and have to go to work? The “so what?” comes in the very last verse.

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

The promise of resurrection gives eternal meaning and importance to all our labor in the Lord. Remember how the chapter started? Paul said, “If Jesus is not raised from the dead then your life is meaningless and pointless.” Now he shows us the converse of that statement. Jesus did rise from the dead, which means you will be raised, and therefore your life is not pointless or meaningless if your labor is indeed in the Lord.
We have two phrases here – the work of the Lord and your labor in the Lord. What is that? The work of the Lord is any work you do for the sake of the Lord, or in obedience to the Lord, or because the Lord led you to do it. It is the work the Lord wants done, and so He either commands you to do it in the Bible or He leads you to do it through His guidance in your day-to-day guidance.
That means if you are a Christian, absolutely everything you ever do that is not disobedience is the work of the Lord. So you move through life, your circumstances are such that the wisest course for you is to take a job at MacDonald’s, because it is the only thing available, and you think, “How could flipping burgers possibly be the work of the Lord?” That is easy – flipping burgers is the work of the Lord because the Lord wants those burgers flipped. And right now He wants you to be the one flipping them. “But I can’t see how it has any eternal significance.” You can’t? I can. Let me show you the obvious eternal significance: (are you ready for this? Here it is – here is the eternal significance of your work) – your labor in the Lord is not in vain. The eternal significance is that Jesus called you to do it. And Jesus is the one in charge of eternity. Do you think He would waste His time? Do you think Jesus would lead you to do something that was a pointless waste of time? Wouldn’t you agree that God does not do pointless things, and that if He leads you to do something then that thing must have eternal significance? You have heard of the housekeeper who says, “I don’t do windows.” Well, God says, “I don’t do pointless.” Jesus Christ does not mess around. Everything He commands you to do and everything He leads you to do will matter one million years from now. Everything you do for His sake counts as the work of the Lord. And you should not be doing anything else. If He did not command it, and He did not lead you to do it – stop it! It is worthless. But anything He led you to do is His work and is therefore not in vain.
What about that other phrase – your labor in the Lord? That sounds to me like a slightly different nuance. That phrase speaks to the nature of the working – the way you do go about it. The most common meaning of that phrase in the Lord is in close association with the Lord. It points to a close connection – the kind of relationship you have with Him as you do the work. You can do the work He led you or commanded you to do without paying any attention to Him at all. But if you do that work in communion with Him, relying on Him for strength, looking to Him for guidance, trusting in Him for the meaning of it, hoping in the rewards He promised, being grateful to Him for the opportunity, praying to Him for help – if those kinds of personal interactions with Him take place as you do the work, so that you are actually accomplishing the work by means of those kinds of interactions with Him – that is labor in the Lord.
What does that have to do with my resurrection?
And so all this depends not only on the reality of Jesus’ resurrection in the past, but also on the certainty of your resurrection in the future. If it turned out there is no future resurrection, and this life were all there is, then you should maximize your pleasure in this life. You would be crazy to live the Christian life. Following what Jesus commands is costly. He calls you to give, and to pour yourself out to people and to devote your life to His service no matter what the cost. He calls you to lay down your life – give up anything in this world that stands in the way of obeying Him and following His way. Every time you prefer His way over any pleasure in this life you are making a deposit into a bank account that will only be accessible after the resurrection. If you will never actually be raised from the dead in the future then it is stupidity to sacrifice anything now to make deposits into that account. But if the promise of resurrection is true then that account is the greatest investment there is, and the only investment that will survive the Second Coming and Judgment Day, so every minute of every day should be filled with nothing but doing the work of the Lord and laboring in the Lord.


Benediction: 1 John 3:2-3 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself


