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Global Groaning
Easter Messages Pt.10
Romans 8:17-23      4-12-2009

Summary: The creation groans under the curse, longing for the sons to be revealed because only then will it be able to fulfill its purpose for existing which is to bring God glory by how it is used and enjoyed by the children. For that to happen the children will need glorified bodies. 
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Matthew 28:1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."

1 Corinthians 15:1 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 12 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Romans 8:17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.

Introduction – Castle Parable 
Once upon a time there was a king who was the wisest and most powerful king who had ever ruled. This king had more wisdom than all the wisdom of all the people who had ever lived all put together, and his love was even greater than his wisdom.
One day this king decided to build a magnificent castle for his family and he had a very special reason for building this castle. He wanted everyone in the entire kingdom to be able to see and enjoy his wisdom and his love, so he came up with a plan to put that wisdom and love and goodness on display for all to see and enjoy. And his plan was this – he said, “I will build a castle for my family that will make them so happy that when everyone sees how happy they are, they will understand and enjoy my wisdom and goodness and love.” So he designed every detail of this castle to bring happiness to each member of His family.
But it was not just designed around comfort. He was wise enough to know that mere comfort is not enough to bring true happiness. There was something else he did that he knew would bring about real joy.
But the strange thing about it was – this king did not have a family. You see, his plan was to eventually choose some people out of the masses and adopt them as his children. And they would be his heirs and would inherit not only the castle but the entire kingdom. And when they asked him, “When are you going to do it?” all he would say is, “I’ll do it when the time is right.”
Not long after the completion of the castle, the people revolted against the king. They were blind to the wisdom and goodness and love of the king, and so they rebelled. They wanted control of the kingdom, so they stormed the castle and occupied it. They had heard about the amazing things the king had built into this castle for the children he would someday adopt. The stories were amazing – almost impossible to believe. The things that were rumored to be in that castle were so fantastic that just five minutes in there would bring a person more happiness than a whole lifetime of the greatest pleasures outside the castle. Everything was special – the beds, the silverware, the carpet, the doors – everything in there had wonderful and amazing things built into them that would create inexpressible joy for each of his children.
In fact, the wonders of the castle were so delightful that the castle itself came alive. Never before had there ever been a castle that itself was alive with joy. But this one was. What the king had done with it was so amazing that the castle could not wait for the children to be adopted, so that it could fulfill the all astonishing things for which it was designed. It could not wait to be filled with the sounds of unstoppable laughter and joy of the children.
So the rebels broke into the castle to see for themselves. But the king had not designed the castle for them, and so when this happened he turned off all the lights. He did not want them to be able to see what was in there. And that was not all he did. He also put a curse on the castle. All the wonderful things he had designed for his children became deadly, painful traps that caused suffering and pain and death.
And over time the castle itself began to groan. “When will I get to be the glorious place I was designed to be? When will the children be adopted, and the rebels thrown out?” The king answered, “The children have already been chosen. They are select ones I have chosen from among the rebels.”  
“Who are they?” 
“Their identity is hidden for now. But I have chosen a day when I will reveal them. And when I reveal them I will transform them and fill them with glory beyond anything ever imagined. And that glory will be so breathtaking and astonishing that it will break the power of the curse. And on that day the rebels will be thrown out, the curse will be lifted, and you will be what I designed you to be.”
As the years went on, every day the castle would groan, longing for that day to come – the day when the children of the king would be revealed. And every day the walls and the floors and the doors and windows would cry out to the king, “Bring in the sons! Bring in the daughters! Let the glory of the children of the king be revealed!” 
Finally one day the king said, “The time has come!” And here is how it happened… 
Raise your hand if you would like to hear the end of this story. I will tell you the end of the story in a few minutes, but first I want you to know that even though it sounds like a fairy tale, that story is actually based on a true story. The only difference between that and the real story is that version is a lot smaller than the real one. You see, it was not just a castle – it was a universe. The true story – the real story is in Romans 8:17-23. So let’s read through the true story, and when we get to verse 23 I will tell you how the story ends.

The Curse Lamented
The Castle Groans
We will pick up the story in verse 19 with the castle groaning and waiting. 

Subjected to frustration

19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration

The term frustration refers to the inability of the creation to fulfill its purpose for existing. Right now the creation cannot do what it is supposed to do. It is like a bicycle without wheels. So now the creation cannot do what it exists to do. 
And that begs the question, “What does it exist to do?” When you look around at the rocks and hills and trees and clouds, what is it that those things are supposed to be able to do that they can’t do? The answer to that comes at the end of the story. So let’s put that on hold until the end. For now let’s think about how this happened. What was it that caused the wheels to be taken off the bike?
By God

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it

Someone intentionally made the world this way. Who was it? Was it Adam? Or Satan? Who did it?

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

The one who subjected it did so with the ultimate goal in mind of the creation being liberated from decay and frustration someday. That cannot refer to Satan or Adam. It was God. Why does your food get moldy and your teeth get cavities and the nerves in your back get pinched and your car gets rusted out and your garden get full of weeds? It was not the fall – it was the curse. The fall was the reason, but the curse was the direct cause. When man first sinned, God cursed this world. When man sinned God said, “OK, I am taking the wheels off the bike.”
Beware of doctrines designed to protect God by minimizing His power. People say, “How can a loving God allow natural disasters and crime and disease and abuse and all the terrible things that happen to people?” Watch out for answers like, “Well, God is not at fault because He is not really in control of those things.” People who say that are trying to protect God but in reality they are slandering Him.
The horror of sin
The Bible is not embarrassed to say that the reason this creation is a mess is because God subjected it to frustration – on purpose and He did that in response to sin. If you want to make sense out of the horrors of this world then take every disaster and every instance of suffering or evil and let it teach you what an unthinkable horror sin is. All suffering and all disaster should teach us about the horrors of moral evil. One single sin is enough to ruin the entire universe. And if you think the curse is an over-reaction, you have more to learn about the evil of sin. Plunging the entire universe into suffering and decay and disease and death over one single sin is not an overreaction. God would not be overreacting if He doubled the curse every single time you sinned.
Why is there suffering?
Why are there such bad things in the creation? Why is there cancer? Why do viruses make us sick? Why do mosquitoes bite us? Why are grasshoppers so disgusting? Why does everything decay and wear out? Science has no explanation for why the laws of physics are what they are. But we know – it is because of the curse.
And the creation cannot wait for it to be over. Now obviously the rocks and trees and clouds and stars do not actually have brains or thoughts or feelings. What this means is if they did have thoughts and feelings, this is how they would think and feel. They would think, “I cannot wait for what is coming!” Godet – “The appearing of the sons of God in their true sanctified nature will break the bonds of the curse which still to this hour holds the creation in fetters .. and nature herself is impatient to see those new guests arrive, because she knows that to receive them she will don her fairest apparel.”

Hope
And that future hope is the point of the passage. It is crucial that we understand that the curse was not just punishment.

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration … by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

The suffering is not just punishment on the rebels. It was a harsh action that put the creation in a position of both frustration and hope. The suffering itself is part of what brings about the glory to come. The coming glory will be all the more glorious because of the current age of suffering.
Remember, the whole reason the king built the castle was to make it so people could see and enjoy his wisdom and power and love and goodness. And there are a whole lot of wonderful things about God that you can only experience in the midst of suffering. Some of my most treasured moments with the Lord took place in the middle of the most agonizing suffering of my life. How much of the rejoicing in the psalms rises up out of the ash heap of suffering? There are many, many attributes of God that can only be seen against the backdrop of evil and suffering and death. And so the suffering of the curse is actually accomplishing something. And that becomes even clearer in verse 22.
Productive pains

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

Childbirth pain is the best illustration there is of pain that is worth it because of what it produces. Even though it is one of the most severe kinds of pain, it is still worth it – so much so that most women look forward to their due date rather than dreading it. John 16:20 …You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.
If you were walking down the hallway of a hospital and heard a woman inside one of the rooms screaming in pain, it would make all the difference in the world where you were in the hospital. If you were in the maternity ward you would hear those screams in a lot different way than if you were in the cancer ward. The pains of childbirth are completely different from the throes of death. And what this world is experiencing with all of its disasters and crises and suffering is not the throes of death, but the pains of childbirth.
The Children Groan
So the creation has to groan for now. But what about the children? Shouldn’t they be exempt from the curse? Shouldn’t there be a special room in the castle for them that is not cursed?

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit [also] groan 

That phrase not only so but we ourselves is extremely emphatic. Paul is making a very strong point – no, the children are not exempt from the groaning! Anyone who teaches a non-groaning, non-suffering Christianity is wrong.

If we suffer
In fact, look back at verse 17.

17 .. we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

The children do not even get to be heirs unless they first suffer the sufferings of Christ. There is a condition attached to this promise. You do not get the inheritance unless you share in Christ’s sufferings.  

Matthew 16:21 Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

If you want to be one of the ones who will be revealed as one of God’s children when that Day comes, you must be willing to suffer in this life.

Acts 14:22 We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.

Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death

1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

You do not get the glory unless you suffer with Christ.
What kind of suffering is this? Persecution? It sounds like it at first, but then the rest of the passage goes on to talk about all suffering associated with the curse. But doesn’t everybody undergo that kind of suffering? What does it mean to suffer the sufferings of Christ? I believe in this context it means to suffer the effects of the curse for the sake of Christ. Every woman who ever gives birth suffers the effects of the curse. But most do not do it for the sake of Christ.
“So how do I suffer the effects of the curse for the sake of Christ?”
When you became a Christian you were responding to a call to follow Christ. Jesus said, “Give up your old life and follow Me” and you said, “OK” and you did it. That is what a Christian is. The person who will not give up his old life is not a follower of Christ. But if you do give up your old life and follow Christ, everything you suffer along the way is suffering for Him.
Following Christ is costly. It might involve being generous, which might cause some suffering. It might require confessing your sin – that hurts. It might require returning kindness for hostility – that is a kind of suffering. It might require giving up the pleasures of some sinful lifestyle. 
Everything you suffer along the way is suffering for Christ – even if it seems unrelated. If Jesus calls you to live in Colorado, then everything you suffer as a result of living in Colorado is suffering for Him. Whatever happens to you while you are on the clock working for Christ counts as suffering for Christ. A good example of that is Epaphroditus. 

Philippians 2:25 I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus … who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died.

The Philippian church sent Epaphroditus to go help Paul, and while he was there he contracted some disease and almost died.

29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 30 because he almost died for the work of Christ

Paul says it was suffering for Christ even though it was not persecution. It was just a disease. Everyone gets sick, but for most people an illness is not suffering for Christ. But for Epaphroditus it was. Why? Because it happened while he was on the clock doing the work to which Christ called him.
So are the children exempt from the suffering of the curse? Not at all! The children suffer even more than everyone else! If there comes a point where following Jesus Christ means some really painful suffering, and you say, “No, I’m not willing to follow there” – then you don’t get heaven. Of course, if you repent of that then you can get back on the track of following Him. But if there is not a willingness to suffer for Him in your heart, you are not saved. That is not to say you earn the inheritance by suffering. Just that the only way to this glory is with Christ, and Christ takes you through paths of suffering.

The suffering is worth it
But all that raises an important question. Is it worth it? People who only suffer a little bit might say, “Yes, absolutely!” But what about people who suffer the most? What about people whose whole life is unimaginable suffering? Children whose parents beat them up every day? Or battered wives or people with horrible, painful diseases? If this future glory is supposed to bring us hope, but getting that glory is conditioned on enduring some suffering, it is not going to work unless we are absolutely sure the suffering is worth it.
The definition of hope is this: Hope is the joy you experience now because of some wonderful thing that is coming. If there is some chance that the suffering is not going to be worth it, then it is not going to give you that joy. So it is crucial that Paul address the question of how the suffering compares to the wonderful thing that is coming in the future.

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

Literally “the sufferings of the now world.” All the sufferings that take place on planet earth – none of them are even in the same league as the glory that is coming.
So you do not have to fret about your suffering – it will be worth it. But, do not ever fall for the false teaching that the children are exempt from suffering in this life. When you turn on your TV or radio and one of the health/wealth prosperity teachers is on there – turn it off! Do not listen to people like Joyce Meyer or Andrew Womack or Joel Osteen or anyone else who tells you that the normal Christian life is one of luxury and riches and health and comfort. That teaching is deadly.

1 Timothy 6:9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

Doctrines that make people less willing to endure suffering make those people less likely to be saved. Someday the children will be freed from the groaning of this age, but not now. Joel Osteen is wrong – your best life is not now. The unbeliever’s best life is now – it only gets worse for them in the next life. But we have a far greater life coming when Christ returns. For now, however, we suffer right along with everyone else. Our status as children is still hidden in this age. You and I have just as many aches and pains, and we catch just as many colds, and we are losing just as much hair as the non-Christians. The fact that we are the children is hidden.

The Curse Lifted
Redemption of our bodies
But we do not suffer in the same way they do. They really are in the throes of death. For them, if life does not work out as planned – their career does not pan out as they hoped, or their marriage falls apart, or they lose their life savings, or they catch a cold – big suffering or small suffering – none of it has any meaning. It is just nothing but loss leading to death.
But for us all suffering is like the suffering of childbirth. It is leading somewhere. But where? How does the castle story end?
He has talked about us being revealed, us receiving our inheritance, us receiving glory – but what does all that mean? Paul is finally ready to tell us.

23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

Redemption means to purchase out of slavery. Our bodies are currently enslaved to the curse – just like the rest of creation. The price has already been paid, and our souls have been set free, but our bodies are still stuck in this cursed, dying, decaying world. The redemption of our bodies refers to the time when we will be delivered from that. And that will take place at the resurrection. 

Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and … the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

21 by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, (Christ) will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. And there are a lot of reasons to celebrate that historical event. It is the proof of the validity of Christianity. Because of the resurrection it is irrational to be a non-Christian. It proves everything in the entire Bible. And one of the most wonderful things it proves is the fact that Jesus’ resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all who follow Him and suffer for Him. That is why Jesus is called the firstfruits. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. … 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

Jesus’ resurrection guarantees our resurrection, and our resurrection is no small event. Do not think of resurrection as just coming back to life – there is much, much more to it than that. The entire creation longs for that event because until that happens the creation cannot fulfill its purpose for existence. Which means when it does happen, the creation will fulfill its purpose for existence. God’s children receiving their glorified bodies is a HUGE, HUGE part of God’s great plan and purpose for all things. It is when the whole plan comes together because the purpose of the creation is to glorify God. And how does it do that? (Remember – it is frustrated right now. It cannot do what it is supposed to do right now.) Does the creation glorify God just by sitting there looking spectacular? Yes, to a degree. But that is not its main purpose. The primary way the creation fulfills its purpose of glorifying God has to do with the way it is used and enjoyed physically by God’s children.
Let’s go back to our castle story. Remember – the reason the king made that castle was to show how much joy He could bring to His children. How do you put infinite, glorious wisdom, power, and goodness on display for all to see and enjoy? The best way to do it, the king decided, was to build this amazing castle where each room was designed especially to bring unimaginable joy to each of His children. Then when people saw how much joy the children had they would understand the vastness of the king’s power and love.
There is a TV show called Extreme Makeover where a bunch of builders find a needy family living in some dilapidated house, and they gut it out and rebuild it into a wonderful new house custom-designed for that family. They find out everything they can about each family member, and then they design each room to bring maximum happiness to that particular family member. So if one kid is really into computers, his room is full of all kinds of state of the art computer stuff. Or if it is a sport, or game, or whatever, they use all their creativity and financial resources to make that kid’s room an absolute paradise for him or her.
What the king did with the castle was kind of like that, except instead of putting games or computers in the rooms, he came up with something far better. He came up with things for each room that the child would do with the king. So the more the child enjoyed what was in his room, the more time he would spend with the king and the more his love for the king would swell and increase in his heart. The king did it that way because he knew that the greatest and deepest possible joy would come from love for him and delight in him – not just recreation. If you died today and your spirit went to be with the Lord that would be a fantastic thing – but nowhere as wonderful as getting your new, resurrected, glorified body and living with Him in the curse-free creation that is finally able to achieve its purpose.
So here is the end of the story: One day the king came into the castle, and he heard the usual groans of the walls and floors and furniture: “Bring out the children! When are you going to reveal the children so we can be what we were made to be?” And the king answered, “The time has come!”
For many, many years the castle had wondered how it would happen. What would the king do to reveal His children? What would he do that would be so spectacular that it would not only transform the children and make it obvious to all who they were, but it would reverse the curse and transform the castle?
Suddenly, in a blinding flash of glory, the curse was removed and the castle sprung to life in ways that cannot even be described to a non-glorified being. And at that same moment all the rebels were cast out of the castle forever. They were thrust into outer darkness and never heard from again.
And when that happened all the people who had been secretly selected by the king to be adopted were revealed. Until now they looked just like all the rebels. But at this moment they were transformed. The king gave them glorified bodies. He had to, because the wonders that he had built in to this castle were so overwhelming, and so wonderful and so spectacular and awesome that the children needed super-glorified bodies just to be able to take it all in. The beds were so amazing the children could not even lie in them without special bodies. The food was so spectacular they needed to be glorified and completely remade in order to fully appreciate it.
If God showed you heaven right now, you would like it. It would make you smile and laugh and maybe even sing and dance for joy. But it would not make you happy enough to really bring proper glory to God. It would make you happy, but not happy enough, because in your current condition you are not even capable of being happy enough. Your cursed body could not handle it. Your eyes, and my eyes are capable of seeing tiny little glimmers of goodness, and that is all. No matter how much glory God shows us, all we see is a tiny glimmer and so there is a limit to how happy we can get about it. That is why we cannot imagine a heaven that will be good enough to keep us enraptured in unspeakable joy forever and ever and ever. It is impossible to conceive of such a place because in the condition we are in now – with these unredeemed bodies that are still held in bondage to the curse – we do not have the capacity for joy anywhere near great enough to last forever. That is why our bodies need to be redeemed. 
I hope you do not think of heaven as a merely spiritual place. The place where believers will live with God for all of eternity will be a physical place – a new earth. It will be physical and tangible. It will be this earth – minus the curse, and you will have a real, physical body that can see and hear and touch and smell and taste and feel. You will enjoy mountains and rivers and waves and eating and all kinds of interactions with the creation. And you will do so in such a way that it will always bring glory to God by causing you to love Him more.
There is a reason why God made us with physical bodies. Do you know what that reason is? Do you know why we are not like the angels, who are spirits without bodies? Why did God give you a physical body?

1 Corinthians 6:13 The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord

Your body was made for the Lord. Your physical body exists for the Lord. He made it to bring Him glory. And one of the main ways it brings Him glory is in how it interacts with His creation. Your body experiences physical things in this creation that are delightful, and those delightful experiences increase and enhance and express your enjoyment of God and increase your love for Him and delight in Him and desire for Him, and that glorifies Him. That process is interfered with in this life because of the sin in us and because of various limitations in our unredeemed flesh. So now we enjoy the creation and very often it distracts us from God rather than being an enjoyment of God Himself. But when we get our new bodies and the creation itself is redeemed, that will not be a problem.

The earth is for us
When I talk about the things that are messed up in this world, and I refer to mosquitoes or thorns or volcanoes, I know that some people would take exception to that. Because mosquitoes and thorns are only bad if you are a human being. They don’t bother the rocks or the air. And there are people who believe that humans are less important than the rest of the creation. I remember a letter to the editor in the Boulder Daily Camera written by a woman who was outraged over the fact that the city was spraying for mosquitoes and some people were killing the poison ivy along some walking paths. Her letter ended by saying, “Pretty soon this place will be nothing but a sterile playground for humans – wake up Boulder!” To her the idea of the earth being an ideal place for human was repulsive. People like her hear me say that this world is messed up and they say, “No, it’s exactly as it should be. Just because it isn’t ideal for human beings doesn’t mean it’s messed up.”
And my response to that is to say, “Yes it does.” This world was created as a home for human beings. God did not need a physical world. He made it for us. And it is supposed to serve as a good home for us.
That earthquake that killed hundreds of people in Italy last week – that was bad. The earth is not supposed to do that. God gave us the ground so we would have a solid, stable place to live because we need that to survive. So when the earth starts jerking around under our feet, it is not fulfilling its purpose for existing.
That is not to say it has broken out of God’s perfect plan. God had His purposes for sending that earthquake, and He was fully sovereign over that. But God having purposes that utilize a messed-up world is a situation that is temporary. This world was designed as a castle for the children of the king, and the present curse is a temporary situation. 

Proper to hope in a new body?
You might read this passage and think, “Is it really proper for us to put our hope in our glorified bodies?” Is our great hope really supposed to be in a body that has no bad knees or that does not need glasses or that does not have to take any aspirin? I thought all our hope was to be in the Lord? Isn’t it kind of dangerous to talk about putting our hope in something else besides the Lord?
It would be if we put our hope in the new body alone. But if we understand that the purpose of our new bodies will be greater capacity to delight in God, then our hope in the resurrection is hope in God.
The reason the creation is crying out, “Bring out the sons!” is because it is an instrument designed to be played by the sons of God for the glory of God. It is like a piano that is just dying to be played. It brings some glory to God now – like any parent is pleased by a five-year-old who tries his hardest to honor his mom on her birthday by writing a song for her and banging it out on the old, out-of-tune, dilapidated piano. But some day that piano is going to be restored and that child is going to be given hands and a mind that can use that piano to play the most magnificent music ever heard in honor of the great King.
The rapture
And that redemption will happen at what Jesus called the resurrection of the righteous. And you might say, “What if I am not dead at the time when Jesus comes back – will I miss out on being resurrected? Will I not be changed and transformed and glorified and given a new body?”

1 Corinthians 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep (die), but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Perishable is another way of saying “in bondage to decay” or “subject to the curse.” Right now we are perishable. That is why your back hurts, that is why you need glasses, that is why you cannot possibly appreciate the glories of heaven. And that is why…

53 the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 
Understand the power of God!
Now maybe some of you hear all this and doubts rise up in your mind. It seems so farfetched. If something in you wants to doubt this – read Matthew 22. In Matthew 22 some Sadducees came to Jesus. The Sadducees did not believe in resurrection. It seemed too farfetched to them, so they mocked it. You know what Jesus’ answer was? He said, “You are in error because you do not understand the power of God.” If all this seems impossible for you to believe it is because you just simply do not understand the power of God.
One reason we celebrate Easter is because God knew this would be hard to believe, so He provided us with proof. He gave us a resurrection – the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. And He made it the most historically certain fact of all of history so that no rational person who is exposed to the evidence could doubt it.
I assure you, the resurrection of the children of God is no fairy tale. The castle story is as real as the nose on your face, and it is as certain as death itself.

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies

Everyone who has faith in Him will be raised and glorified at the resurrection of the righteous. But the resurrection of the righteous is not the only resurrection. Revelation 20 speaks of another resurrection that will take place 1000 years after the first one. That will be the resurrection of the unbelievers.
Many people have a skewed concept of God that makes them think God is only loving and forgiving and soft, and so surely all people will eventually end up in heaven somehow. That is not the case. In verse 4 John describes the righteous, who refuse to worship the beast.

Revelation 20:4 … They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them

But what happens at the end of that 1000 years?

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. … 15 If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

There is another resurrection at the end of the 1000 years in which all unbelievers are raised from the dead in order to be judged and sent into eternal torment in hell.
If you have not surrendered your life completely to Jesus Christ, let that warning wake you up from your deadly stupor. What is there in this temporary world that is worth sacrificing eternity for? What is it that you would have to give up to follow Christ that is worth excluding yourself from the resurrection of the righteous? There is no treasure in this world. It is all a mirage. The reality is in knowing Christ through faith.
But if you know the Lord, live a life of hope. Let the joy of anticipation be greater in your heart than any suffering in this temporary curse.

Benediction: 1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.



Devotionals
Day 1
Romans 8:19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration

The term frustration refers to the inability of the creation to fulfill its purpose for existing. Right now the creation cannot do what it is supposed to do. It is like a bicycle without wheels, so now the creation cannot do what it exists to do.
And that begs the question, “What does it exist to do?” When you look around at the rocks and hills and trees and clouds, what is it that those things are supposed to be able to do that they cannot do? The answer to that comes in verse 23, so let’s put that on hold until Friday’s devotional. For now let’s think about how this happened. What was it that caused the wheels to be taken off the bike?

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it

Someone intentionally made the world this way. Who was it? Was it Adam? Or Satan? Who did it?

20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

The one who subjected it did so with the ultimate goal in mind of the creation being liberated from decay and frustration someday. That cannot refer to Satan or Adam. It was God. Why does your food get moldy and your teeth get cavities and the nerves in your back get pinched and your car gets rusted out and your garden get full of weeds? It was not the fall – it was the curse. The fall was the reason, but the curse was the direct cause. When man first sinned, God cursed this world. When man sinned God said, “OK, I am taking the wheels off the bike.”
Beware of doctrines designed to protect God by minimizing His power. People say, “How can a loving God allow natural disasters and crime and disease and abuse and all the terrible things that happen to people?” Watch out for answers like, “Well, God is not at fault because He is not really in control of those things.” People who say that are trying to protect God but in reality they are slandering Him.
The Bible is not embarrassed to say that the reason this creation is a mess is because God subjected it to frustration – on purpose. And He did that in response to sin. If you want to make sense out of the horrors of this world then take every disaster and every instance of suffering or evil and let it teach you what an unthinkable horror sin is. All suffering and all disaster should teach us about the horrors of moral evil. One single sin is enough to ruin the entire universe. And if you think the curse is an over-reaction, you have more to learn about the evil of sin. Plunging the entire universe into suffering and decay and disease and death over one, single sin is not an overreaction. 
Why are there such bad things in the creation? Why is there cancer? Why do viruses make us sick? Why do mosquitoes bite us? Why are grasshoppers so disgusting? Why does everything decay and wear out? Science has no explanation for why the laws of physics are what they are. But we know – it is because of the curse.

Dear Father, that sin I committed a little while ago – that one, single sin – had I been in Eden that solitary act of rebellion would have been enough to plunge the entire universe into thousands of years of cursed groaning and decay and disease and suffering and death. The “little” stumbles that I hardly think about and quickly forget are evil beyond my ability to comprehend. You wouldn’t be overreacting if You doubled the curse every single time I sinned. Oh Lord, wake Your servant up to the horror of sin! I know You don’t want me to go around in a constant, depressed funk. The joy of forgiveness outweighs the grief of sin! And I bless Your name for that! But still – my joy in Your forgiveness and mercy would be so much more if my heart understood better the magnitude of how evil my sin really is. Sober my frivolous heart.

Day 2
It is crucial that we understand that the curse was not just punishment.

Romans 8:20 For the creation was subjected to frustration … by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

The suffering is not just punishment on the rebels. It was a harsh action that put the creation in a position of both frustration and hope. The suffering itself is part of what brings about the glory to come. The coming glory will be all the more glorious because of the current age of suffering.
Remember, the whole reason the king built the castle was to make it so people could see and enjoy his wisdom and power and love and goodness. And there are a whole lot of wonderful things about God that you can only experience in the midst of suffering. Some of my most treasured moments with the Lord took place in the middle of the most agonizing suffering of my life. How much of the rejoicing in the psalms rises up out of the ash heap of suffering? There are many, many attributes of God that can only be seen against the backdrop of evil and suffering and death. So the suffering of the curse is actually accomplishing something. And that becomes even clearer in verse 22.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 

Childbirth pain is the best illustration there is of pain that is worth it because of what it produces. Even though it is one of the most severe kinds of pain, it is still worth it – so much so that most women look forward to their due date rather than dreading it.
If you were walking down the hallway of a hospital and heard a woman inside one of the rooms screaming in pain, it would make all the difference in the world where you were in the hospital. If you were in the maternity ward you would hear those screams in a lot different way than if you were in the cancer ward. The pains of childbirth are completely different from the throes of death. And what this world is experiencing with all of its disasters and crises and suffering is not the throes of death, but the pains of childbirth.
So the creation has to groan for now. But what about the children? Shouldn’t they be exempt from the curse? Shouldn’t there be a special room in the castle for them that is not cursed?

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit [also] groan 

That phrase not only so but we ourselves is extremely emphatic. Paul is making a very strong point – no, the children are not exempt from the groaning! Anyone who teaches a non-groaning, non-suffering Christianity is wrong.
In fact, look back at verse 17.

17 .. we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

The children do not even get to be heirs unless they first suffer the sufferings of Christ. There is a condition attached to this promise. You do not get the inheritance unless you share in Christ’s sufferings.  

Matthew 16:21 Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

If you want to be one of the ones who will be revealed as one of God’s children when that Day comes, you must be willing to suffer in this life.

Acts 14:22 We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God.

Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death

1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

You do not get the glory unless you suffer with Christ.
What kind of suffering is this? Persecution? It sounds like it at first, but then the rest of the passage goes on to talk about all suffering associated with the curse. But doesn’t everybody undergo that kind of suffering? What does it mean to suffer the sufferings of Christ? I believe in this context it means to suffer the effects of the curse for the sake of Christ. Every woman who ever gives birth suffers the effects of the curse. But most do not do it for the sake of Christ.
“So how do I suffer the effects of the curse for the sake of Christ? When you became a Christian you were responding to a call to follow Christ. Jesus said, “Give up your old life and follow Me” and you said, “OK” and you did it. That is what a Christian is. The person who will not give up his old life is not a follower of Christ. But if you do give up your old life and follow Christ, everything you suffer along the way is suffering for Him.
Following Christ is costly. It might involve being generous, which might cause some suffering. It might require confessing your sin – that hurts. It might require returning kindness for hostility – that is a kind of suffering.  It might require giving up the pleasures of some sinful lifestyle. 
Everything you suffer along the way is suffering for Christ – even if it seems unrelated. If Jesus calls you to live in Colorado, then everything you suffer as a result of living in Colorado is suffering for Him. Whatever happens to you while you are on the clock working for Christ counts as suffering for Christ. A good example of that is Epaphroditus. 

Philippians 2:25 I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus … who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died.

The Philippian church sent Epaphroditus to go help Paul, and while he was there he contracted some disease and almost died.

29 Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, 30 because he almost died for the work of Christ

Paul says it was suffering for Christ even though it was not persecution. It was just a disease. Everyone gets sick, but for most people an illness is not suffering for Christ. But for Epaphroditus it was. Why? Because it happened while he was on the clock doing the work to which Christ called him.

Living for You, dear Lord, is a constant joy – and it is constant suffering. Just getting out of bed in the morning is suffering. And beyond the physical pains I suffer there is the agony of broken relationships, regret over my own mistakes, and grief over sin. When I feel compassion for those who suffer – that is a kind of suffering. Even when I suffer the sting of Your rod – even that is a kind of suffering for Your sake because the purpose is for me to become more righteous and pleasing to You. And so I suffer, and in my suffering I know that Your grace is sufficient for me! Strength is perfected in weakness and so I boast all the more gladly in my weaknesses so that Your power may rest upon me! Oh thank You, dear Lord, that my suffering is not empty and meaningless. I praise Your name that it is the agony of birth, and not the throes of death.

Day 3
Are the children exempt from the suffering of the curse? Not at all! The children suffer even more than everyone else! If there comes a point where following Jesus Christ means some really painful suffering, and you say, “No, I’m not willing to follow there” – then you don’t get heaven. Of course, if you repent of that then you can get back on the track of following Him. But if there is not a willingness to suffer for Him in your heart, you are not saved. That is not to say you earn the inheritance by suffering. Just that the only way to this glory is with Christ, and Christ takes you through paths of suffering.
But all that raises an important question. Is it worth it? People who only suffer a little bit might say, “Yes, absolutely!” But what about people who suffer the most? What about people whose whole life is unimaginable suffering? Children whose parents beat them up every day? Or battered wives or people with horrible, painful diseases? If this future glory is supposed to bring us hope, but getting that glory is conditioned on enduring some suffering, it is not going to work unless we are absolutely sure the suffering is worth it.
The definition of hope is this: Hope is the joy you experience now because of some wonderful thing that is coming. If there is some chance that the suffering is not going to be worth it, then it is not going to give you that joy. And so it is crucial that Paul address the question of how the suffering compares to the wonderful thing that is coming in the future.

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 

Literally “the sufferings of the now world.” All the sufferings that take place on planet earth – none of them are even in the same league as the glory that is coming.
So you do not have to fret about your suffering – it will be worth it. But, do not ever fall for the false teaching that the children are exempt from suffering in this life. When you turn on your TV or radio and one of the health/wealth prosperity teachers is on there – turn it off! Do not listen to people like Joyce Meyer or Andrew Womack or Joel Osteen or anyone else who tells you that the normal Christian life is one of luxury and riches and health and comfort. That teaching is deadly.

1 Timothy 6:9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

Mark 10:25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

Doctrines that make people less willing to endure suffering, make those people less likely to be saved. Someday the children will be freed from the groaning of this age, but not now. Joel Osteen is wrong – your best life is not now. The unbeliever’s best life is now – it only gets worse for them in the next life. But we have a far greater life coming when Christ returns. For now, however, we suffer right along with everyone else. Our status as children is still hidden in this age. You and I have just as many aches and pains, and we catch just as many colds, and we’re losing just as much hair as the non-Christians. The fact that we are the children is hidden.

Thank You Lord, that You didn’t just say the glory will be greater than the suffering. It is not just that It is greater, but that it is not even worthy to be compared. If it were a close call, that would not be as much of a comfort. But Your promise that the joy will be exponentially greater gives me hope. I trust You, dear Lord. I believe Your promise. Help my unbelief. Give me the strength to charge ahead into any suffering without flinching because of my unshakable faith in Your great love. The delights You have in store are worth any suffering to me, dear Father.


Day 4
We do not suffer in the same way unbelievers do. They really are in the throes of death. For them, if life does not work out as planned – their career does not pan out as they hoped, or their marriage falls apart, or they lose their life savings, or they catch a cold – big suffering or small suffering – none of it has any meaning. It is just nothing but loss leading to death.
But for us all suffering is like the suffering of childbirth. It is leading somewhere. But where? How does the castle story end? He has talked about us being revealed, us receiving our inheritance, us receiving glory – but what does all that mean? Paul is finally ready to tell us.

23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

Redemption means to purchase out of slavery. Our bodies are currently enslaved to the curse – just like the rest of creation. The price has already been paid, and our souls have been set free, but our bodies are still stuck in this cursed, dying, decaying world. The redemption of our bodies refers to the time when we will be delivered from that. And that will take place at the resurrection. 

Philippians 3:10 I want to know Christ and … the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.

21 by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, (Christ) will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. And there are a lot of reasons to celebrate that historical event. It is the proof of the validity of Christianity. Because of the resurrection it is irrational to be a non-Christian. It proves everything in the entire Bible. And one of the most wonderful things it proves is the fact that Jesus’ resurrection guarantees the resurrection of all who follow Him and suffer for Him. That is why Jesus is called the firstfruits. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. … 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

Jesus’ resurrection guarantees our resurrection. And our resurrection is no small event. Do not think of resurrection as just coming back to life – there is much, much more to it than that. The entire creation longs for that event because until that happens the creation can’t fulfill its purpose for existence. Which means when it does happen, the creation will fulfill its purpose for existence.
God’s children receiving their glorified bodies is a HUGE, HUGE part of God’s great plan and purpose for all things. It is when the whole plan comes together because the purpose of the creation is to glorify God. And how does it do that? (Remember – it is frustrated right now. It cannot do what it is supposed to do right now.) Does the creation glorify God just by sitting there looking spectacular? Yes, to a degree. But that is not its main purpose. The primary way the creation fulfills its purpose of glorifying God has to do with the way it is used and enjoyed physically by God’s children.
Let’s go back to our castle story. Remember – the reason the king made that castle was to show how much joy He could bring to His children. How do you put infinite, glorious wisdom, power, and goodness on display for all to see and enjoy? The best way to do it, the king decided, was to build this amazing castle where each room was designed especially to bring unimaginable joy to each of His children. Then when people saw how much joy the children had they would understand the vastness of the king’s power and love.
There is a TV show called Extreme Makeover where a bunch of builders find a needy family living in some dilapidated house, and they gut it out and rebuild it into a wonderful new house custom-designed for that family. They find out everything they can about each family member, and then they design each room to bring maximum happiness to that particular family member. 
What the king did with the castle was kind of like that, except instead of putting games or computers in the rooms, he came up with something far better. He came up with things for each room that the child would do with the king. So the more the child enjoyed what was in his room, the more time he would spend with the king and the more his love for the king would swell and increase in his heart. The king did it that way because he knew that the greatest and deepest possible joy would come from love for him and delight in him – not just recreation. If you died today and your spirit went to be with the Lord that would be a fantastic thing – but nowhere near as wonderful as getting your new, resurrected, glorified body and living with Him in the curse-free creation that is finally able to achieve its purpose.
I hope you do not think of heaven as a merely spiritual place. The place where believers will live with God for all of eternity will be a physical place – a new earth. It will be physical and tangible. It will be this earth – minus the curse. And you will have a real, physical body that can see and hear and touch and smell and taste and feel. So you will enjoy mountains and rivers and waves and eating and all kinds of interactions with the creation. And you will do so in such a way that it will always bring glory to God by causing you to love Him more.

Holy Father, if the purpose of the creation is for my love for You and joy in You to increase through my interactions with it, teach me to fulfill that as much as possible even now. The flesh hinders me, and the thorns and bugs and heat and wind and all the other problems with this cursed earth hinder me, but still, even now, the heavens declare Your glory and the skies proclaim the work of Your hands. Forgive me for turning the creation into an idol and enjoying it in ways that distract me from You rather than in ways that draw me to You.


Day 5
There is a reason why God made us with physical bodies. Do you know why we are not like the angels, who are spirits without bodies?

1 Corinthians 6:13 The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord

Your body was made for the Lord. Your physical body exists for the Lord. He made it to bring Him glory. And one of the main ways it brings Him glory is in how it interacts with His creation. Your body experiences physical things in this creation that are delightful, and those delightful experiences increase and enhance and express your enjoyment of God and increase your love for Him and delight in Him and desire for Him, and that glorifies Him. That process is interfered with in this life because of the sin in us and because of various limitations in our unredeemed flesh. So now we enjoy the creation and very often it distracts us from God rather than being an enjoyment of God Himself. But when we get our new bodies and the creation itself is redeemed, that will not be a problem.
You might read this passage and think, “Is it really proper for us to put our hope in our glorified bodies?” Is our great hope really supposed to be in a body that has no bad knees or that does not need glasses or that does not have to take any aspirin? I thought all our hope was to be in the Lord? Isn’t it kind of dangerous to talk about putting our hope in something else besides the Lord?
It would be if we put our hope in the new body alone. But if we understand that the purpose of our new bodies will be greater capacity to delight in God, then our hope in the resurrection is hope in God.
The reason the creation is crying out, “Bring out the sons!” is because it is an instrument designed to be played by the sons of God for the glory of God. It is like a piano that is just dying to be played. And it brings some glory to God now – like any parent is pleased by a five-year-old who tries his hardest to honor his mom on her birthday by writing a song for her and banging it out on the old, out-of-tune, dilapidated piano. But some day that piano is going to be restored and that child is going to be given hands and a mind that can use that piano to play the most magnificent music ever heard in honor of the great King.
And that redemption will happen at what Jesus called the resurrection of the righteous. And you might say, “What if I’m not dead at the time when Jesus comes back – will I miss out on being resurrected? Will I not be changed and transformed and glorified and given a new body?”

1 Corinthians 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep (die), but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 

Perishable is another way of saying “in bondage to decay” or “subject to the curse.” Right now we are perishable. That is why your back hurts, that is why you need glasses, that is why you cannot possibly appreciate the glories of heaven. And that is why…

53 the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 

My body is for You, dear Lord. Take it. Teach me how to make it a daily sacrifice, pleasing to You. Teach me how to honor You with my body every moment of every day. Guard Your servant, dear Lord, from doing anything with my body that displeases You.


