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Discernment Part 12    Other Religions pt.2  Hinduism    1-6-2002

Hinduism

History & Scriptures
 About the time of Moses (around 1500 B.C.), India was invaded and conquered by the Aryians.  Hinduism developed from a blend of the two cultures.  

Over the next 1000 years the Vedas were composed.  There are 4 Vedas, and these are the earliest Hindu Scriptures.  

The most well-known section of the Vedas is the Hindu epic called the Bhagavad-Gita, which tells the story of the warrior-prince Arjuna, and his charioteer, Krishna, who is actually the disguised incarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu. 

Most Hindus are of the impression that modern Hinduism goes all the way back t o1500 B.C., but that’s not the case at all.  One of the most fundemental, defining aspects of Hinduism is reincarnation and Karma, and those doctrines don’t even appear in the Vedas.  In the Vedic period they believed you die and go to heaven.

After the Vedic period, in the 4 Centuries before and after Christ, came the Upanishads.  They teach most of the modern Hindu philosophies, including reincarnation.

Most Hindus are not familiar with the content of any of their Scriptures.  

Hindu Scriptures, beliefs and practices are self-contradictory at numerous points, but that doesn’t seem to bother them.

For example, the god of the Gita is personal and often sounds even monotheistic and separate from the creation.
In the Vedas, however, God is presented as being definitely pantheistic (all of existence is, in some way, divine).

By the 500's B.C. (around the close of the OT), Hinduism was splitting into various schools of thought.  One of which was Buddhism.  

There are countless branches of Hinduism.  One reason why it has persisted so long is it’s syncratism.  It tends to just adopt aspects of whatever religions the newcomers to India happen to hold dear.

The result is a religion that is hard to define by their beliefs, because there are so many versions.  

Most of the sources I read agreed that there are three basic classifications into which the hundreds of Hindu sects can be divided: (1) the monists, who stress the philosophical oneness of the universe instead of religious or theistic ideas; (2) those who worship Vishnu in some form as the supreme form of divinity; and (3) those who worship Shiva highest manifestation of divinity. 

Worship & Practice 
My impression is that the average Hindu is more concerned with what he does than what he believes.  The point of Hinduism is to live in such a way as to carry out the function of your caste.

Almost all Hindus consider cows to be sacred, abstain from eating beef, and marry within the caste.

Most Hindus worship Shiva, Vishnu, or the Goddess (Devi), but they also worship hundreds of additional minor deities. 

Their worship is comprised of countless rituals, and they generally don’t congregate to worship.  They worship as individuals. 

Hindus worship both living and dead men as saints.  


The shrines portray the divinities in sculptured images.  Hindus treat these images as living human beings.  Every day, for example, priests wash and dress the images and bring them food.  

The Basic beliefs
The most important gods are Brahma, the creator of the universe; Vishnu, its preserver; and Shiva, its destroyer.  

Hindus believe that the universe is a great, enclosed sphere, a cosmic egg, within which are numerous concentric heavens, hells, oceans, and continents, with India at the center. 

Time goes in endless cycles.  The creator god creates a golden age, and generation-by-generation things get worse until another god destroys the universe by fire, and then a new golden age is created.

Human life continues after death through reincarnation.  Based on your Karma, you come back in a high form or a low form.  If you earn bad Karma you can make up for it through rituals.

Or you can jump out of the entire process through the renunciation of all worldly desires.

Hindus may thus be divided into two groups: those who seek the sacred and profane rewards of this world (health, wealth, children, and a good rebirth), and those who seek release from the world. 

The principles of the first way of life were drawn from the Vedas and are represented today in temple Hinduism and in the religion of Brahmans and the caste system. The second way, which is prescribed in the Upanishads, is represented not only in the cults of renunciation but also in the ideological ideals of most Hindus.

The Bhagavad-Gita describes three paths to religious realization. To the path of works, or karma (mostly sacrificial and ritual acts), and the path of knowledge, or the passionate devotion to God, a religious ideal that came to combine and transcend the other two paths. 

According to Hindu doctrine, animals as well as human beings have souls.  Hindus worship some gods in the form of animals.  Cows are sacred, but Hindus also revere monkeys, snakes, and other animals.  


Hinduism in the United States

Other than Indians who have moved here, Hinduism in the United states is represented by literally hundreds of cults.  Many Americans over the past few decades have developed an anti-western mentality.  Among those people, if it’s from the far East, it’s good.

The eastern mysticism of Hinduism is so self-contradictory and illogical that many have interpreted it as being more spiritual.
 
The most well-known pockets of Hinduism in the United States the Hare Krishnas (International Society for Krishna Consciousness ISKCON), and Transcendental Meditation (TM).  Also, every New-Ager basically has his own cafeteria style religion, but in most cases there is a large dose of Hinduism.

ISKCON began in the 1960s in New York City.  They are known mostly for their fund-raising.  

Jesus Christ is Krishna’s Son, but in a position no more unique to God than any other man could strive to attain. To the Hare Krishna, then, Jesus Christ is not the unique Son of God, God manifest in the flesh. He is not an incarnation of Krishna. 

Salvation is obtained by removing one’s karmic debt through devotion to Krishna and right actions through multiple incarnations: 

They believe you rid yourself of sin by clappings and dancing before God, showing 
manifestations of ecstasy, “all the birds of sinful activities fly away upwards.”  (Your sin nature is hooked up to the clapper).

Salvation comes to those initiates who “follow the four regulative principles, chant sixteen 
rounds of the Hare Krishna mantra on beads every day, and follow all the regulated temple 
programs.” 

Transcentendal Meditation 
TM is a form of Yoga introduced by Maharishi Mahesh Yogi.  (Yoga is one of the six schools of philosophy within Hinduism. It is a set of mental and physical exercises designed to free the soul from reliance on the body so that the soul can unite with Brahman.) 

After getting a minimal response, he decided to try to market it in the West as a secular discipline, and then it caught on much more.

In the early 1980s it had become deeply entrenched in the New Jersey public school systems, and so Christians in that state used the courts to have TM declared religious. This effectively eliminated the previous public support, adoption, and implementation of its programs.

Today interest in TM has been revitalized by its leading spokesman, Deepak Chopra.  He admits it’s spiritual, but promotes it simply as a health maintenance program.

Chopra says with his program you can have well-being for “a lot less than a single day at a hospital.” 

“TM health maintenance courses cost $3400. Seven days of cleansing programs cost $2700, and should be repeated three times a year.” 

And for the bargain price of $11,500 you can have a prescribed ceremony invoking a Hindu deity to treat endometriosis.

One of the most popular recent TM projects is a new political party, the Natural Law Party.

God in TM is pantheistic, and one’s goal is to lose his own personality in the oneness of God. This also, of course, takes away from the unique and separate personality of God: “Being is the living presence of God, the reality of life. It is eternal truth. It is the absolute in eternal freedom.” (You can always spot eastern mysticism when the words that come out of the person’s mouth make no sense)  They are like the Christian mystics – the more nonsensical it is, the deeper they assume it must be.

TM ignores Jesus Christ almost entirely, although Maharishi teaches that anyone can become as enlightened as Jesus Christ through the application of TM.

Salvation in TM is accomplished by realizing that one is in union with the Creative Intelligence: “The answer to every problem is that there is no problem. Let a man perceive this truth and then he is without problems.” This realization comes through practicing the meditations of TM: “A huge mountain of sins extending for miles is destroyed by Union brought about through transcendental meditation, without which there is no way out.” Salvation is almost a misnomer, since one is not truly a sinner, but rather forgetful of his oneness with the divine.

TM is dangerous because the technique is to repeat a mantra until your mind goes numb.  This leaves you very vulnerable and hyper-suggestible and is the opposite of Biblical meditation.  

It has influenced the church (especially the Charismatic movement) heavily. 
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To know God you must approach the right God in the right way.
Jesus put it this way:
Jn 17:3  Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.

-----------------------------------------------------------------


The True God
One must believe God to be…

Self-existent (eternal & independent) (Ex.3:14, Dt. 32:39, Isa.43:10, 46:4, 48:12)
The Creator  (Acts 17:24)
All-Powerful (2 Chrn.20:6, Isa.46:9-10) and active in human affairs  (“The God who…” passages)
All-knowing (Jer.10:7-14, Isa.46:9,10)
Perfect in every way  (Ex.15:11, Dt.32:3,4,16-18)




Jesus

One’s treatment of Jesus reveals his treatment of God (Jn.8:19, 14:6-7)

Regarding Jesus, one must believe all His claims about Himself. (Jn.8:21-26)

Chief among these is His claim to be the self-existent God of the OT. (Jn.8:24,28, 13:19

He also claimed… 
·	to do miracles (Jn.10:25,26), 
·	to be the Messiah (Mt.16:17, 26:64)
·	to be without sin (Jn.8:29)
·	to be pre-existent before His birth (Jn.8:58)
·	to be from heaven (Jn.3:17, 8:21-26)
·	to be God’s unique Son (Jn.8:29)
·	to be the sacrifice for our sins (Jn.3:13-17).
·	to have been physically raised from the dead (Lk.24:39)
·	to being returning to save His people and judge the world (Rev.22:20)

One must not only believe in His full deity, but also His humanity (1Jn 4:2-3)

The Right Way to Approach God

1.	As a Response to His revelation of Himself in Scripture  (Mk 16:16)
2.	As a response to Jesus’ words (Dt.18:17-20, Ac 3:19-26)
3. Admitting the Truth About Yourself

A.	I am Sinful & unable to save myself  (1Jn 1:8-10, Mt.5:20) 
B. I must approach God on His Terms (Salvation by Faith Alone) (Ro.4:5, Gal.4:8-11)

Faith involves believing the Gospel and entrusting yourself to Christ, and there are numerous implications to that.

Examples:
1. If you believe that Christ is Lord, you will approach Him as your Lord.  (Ro.10:9)

2. If you believe God’s is telling the truth when He says His way is best, you will turn your back on your own way, and follow His way (repentance) (Ac 26:20, 1 Pe.3:10,11)

3.	If you have genuine faith, you will worship God.  (Jn.4:24)

4.	True faith will always result in love for God and for people. (1Jn 4:8, 1Co 16:22, 1Jn 3:14)

If you have genuine faith, you will not love the world, but will be willing to turn away from it.  (1Jn 2:15, Jas.4:4, Eph.5:8-9, 1Pe 2:9, 1Jn 2:9, Ac 14:15)

5.	Genuine faith is always marked by humility. (Mt.18:1, Lk.18:9-14)


