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“Lordship” Salvation

The “lordship” debate is a debate over the nature of faith.  
The lordship side insists that genuine faith always has certain results (the person who truly believes will repent, commit his life to Christ, bear the fruit of the Spirit, etc.).

The other side says “No, there is no necessary connection between faith and what you do.”

Is a non-lordship person lost?  Is this one of the essentials?

It depends.  Some people have just been confused with semantics.  They consider themselves to be on the non-lordship side, but really all they are saying is that salvation is by faith alone and not by works.

Those people just don’t understand the debate, because both sides accept that.

But the hard core non-lordshippers will say it’s possible to be saved even if you refuse to repent of your sins.  You can be saved even if you refuse to confess Christ as Lord.  You can be saved without making any spiritual commitment to God whatsoever.

I believe that is a false gospel.  Salvation is by true faith alone, and true faith has certain results in a person’s life.  If you believe a person can be saved without having those results, then you believe a person can be saved without true faith, and you have stepped outside of orthodox Christianity.

Sacramentalism (Ritualism)

Sacramentalism is the belief that we can do rituals that will bring us God’s grace.  It’s not the same thing as sacerdotalsim, which is the idea that God’s grace is accessed only through church officials.   

When we examined Roman Catholicism we discussed the fact that if someone believes in salvation through ritual or sacrament, that person is lost.  This goes for anyone who believes in salvation through the physical act of baptism, communion, or any other ritual.

The Catholics are the easiest ones to pin down on this point, because they come right out and admit that they believe these rituals brings salvation regardless of the condition of the heart.  It’s just a pure, unadulterated, easy to spot ritualism.

And if you need a reminder about how God feels about that, just read Isaiah 1:11-15.

In the mainline denominations, however, it becomes a little cloudier.

According to Wayne Grudem’s systematic theology, the Catholic view is that the sacraments bring saving grace, and the Protestant view is that they just bring additional blessing (p.952).

But as I read the doctrinal statements of the mainline denominations, I found that it wasn’t quite that cut and dried.

Episcopal Church USA: “The sacraments are defined in the Prayer Book as "outward and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace, given by Christ as sure and certain means by which we receive that grace." This means that …through the sacraments we participate in this sustaining and saving power.” 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod: “Although God is present and operates everywhere throughout all creation…still we hold…that God offers and communicates to men the spiritual blessings purchased by Christ, namely, the forgiveness of sins …only through the external means of grace ordained by Him. These means of grace are the Word of the Gospel, in every form in which it is brought to man, and the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and of the Lord's Supper.”  (Official website) 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America: 
“14 In Holy Baptism the Triune God delivers us from the forces of evil, puts our sinful self to death, gives us new birth, adopts us as children, and makes us members of the body of Christ, the Church. Holy Baptism is received by faith alone. 
14a By water and the Word in Baptism, we are liberated from sin and death by being joined to the death and resurrection of Jesus. In Baptism God seals us by the Holy Spirit and marks us with the cross of Christ forever.
14b Baptism is for the sake of life in Christ and in the body of Christ, the Church. It also may be given to those who are close to death, and is a strong word of promise in spite of death. …It is for children. It is for adults. It is done once, yet it is for all of our life.
31 At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. 
31a Here we receive Christ's body and blood and God's gifts of forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation to be received by faith for the strengthening of faith.”

United Methodist:  “physical objects of creation can become the bearers of divine presence, power, and meaning, and thus become sacramental means of God’s grace. Sacraments are effective means of God’s presence mediated through the created world. God becoming incarnate in Jesus Christ is the supreme instance of this kind of divine action.”

In other words, God’s grace is available through physical things like the water of baptism or the elements of communion in a way similar to the way in which God’s grace came to us through Jesus’ physical body.

“The sacraments…are powerful channels through which God has chosen to make grace available to us. Wesley identified baptism as the initiatory sacrament by which we enter into the covenant with God and are admitted as members of Christ’s Church. He understood the Lord’s Supper as nourishing and empowering the lives of Christians”  (Official UMC website)

Free Methodist: “Water baptism and the Lord's Supper …are means of grace through faith…By them, He works within us to quicken, strengthen, and confirm our faith.


I read those quotes in descending order of how problematic I think they are.  The Episcopalians and Lutherans seem pretty clear that they believe in baptismal regeneration.  The Methodists are a little more vague, and it’s hard to know for sure what they are saying.  

Of the more liturgical denominations, the only one that isn’t ambiguous about whether or not saving grace comes through sacraments is the Presbyterian church (both PCUSA and PCA)
Presbyterian

Westminster Confession: “5. Although it be a great sin to condemn or neglect his ordinance, yet grace and salvation are not so inseparably annexed unto it, as that no person can be regenerated, or saved, without it: or, that all that are baptized are undoubtedly regenerated.” 

If you find yourself looking for a church, generally speaking you would probably do well to avoid the high church denominations.

Church of Christ, and Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ)

These churches came out of what they call the Restoration Movement.  The point of that movement was to restore unity to the Church.  They were distressed over all the different denominations, and so they decided they would restore unity by holding only to that which is biblical.

They decided to reject anything that wasn’t mentioned in the Bible, and they would resist becoming a denomination.  They called themselves Disciples of Christ.

After a while, some of the people thought others in the movement were becoming too much like a denomination, and they didn’t like instrumental music in worship, so that group split off and formed their own non-denomination: the Churches of Christ.

Then the Churches of Christ splintered into all kinds of groups.  One group split off over the controversy of whether a single cup should be used in communion.  Another over whether or not churches should have kitchens.  

There is a denomination called “Church of Christ (No Sunday School).”

[It really is rediculous the divisions that result from people’s quest for unity.  There is one denomination of 200 churches called “The House of God Which Is the Church of the living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth Without Controversy, Inc. Keith Dominion”

I suppose they split off from “The House of God Which Is the Church of the living God the Pillar and Ground of the Truth With Controversy, Inc. Keith Dominion”]

Later another group split off from the Disciples of Christ because they felt the denomination was becoming too liberal, and they are called either “Christian Churches and Churches of Christ” or “North American Christian Convention.”

So today there are countless splinter groups, but generally there are three major branches of the Restoration Movement, and keeping them straight is quite a task, because churches in all three branches tend to go by the same names (“Church of Christ” or “Christian Church”) and they refer to themselves as Disciples of Christ.

They all highly emphasize baptism – especially the Churches of Christ.  If you go to a Christian Church they will do everything but explicitly come right out and say, “Baptism is required for salvation.”  However, you will find that most of the people in the church over time will generally have that impression.

The Churches of Christ do come right out and say that it is required for salvation.   You can have genuine faith and still be lost if you haven’t been baptized.

And the attitude of the Churches of Christ is that it may be possible for someone, somewhere to be saved without being a member of a Church of Christ, but it is very difficult.

They also have some other problems.  Since they try to speak only where the Bible speaks, they tend not to like the term “Trinity.”  Usually they believe in the Trinity, but just don’t like the word.  But their refusal to use the term has resulted in such a soft understanding of it, that in many cases there is confusion about the doctrine.

In fact, Jehovah’s Witnesses tend to prey on them for this very reason.

I would recommend steering clear of Churches of Christ altogether.  If you ever find yourself in a Christian Church, make sure you ask a lot of questions about doctrine – especially baptism.  (They also tend to be very Arminian, reject predestination, and are amillennial.

Baptism as a sure sign of true faith?

If someone believes the physical act of baptism (or anything else) saves you, that person has departed from the essentials of the Gospel.  But what about those who believe in salvation by grace along through faith alone, but who say baptism is like repentance - It doesn’t save you, but if you refuse to do it, that’s evidence that your faith is not genuine?

Those people don’t believe in salvation by baptism, but they will say that if you refuse to be baptized, that proves you are not saved.

My response to that is to say that it’s true that if a person refuses to obey God, that person is showing himself not to be a believer.  

If you want to obey God but fall to temptation that’s something different, but if your general attitude is, “I know for sure God wants me to do this, but I refuse” then it’s a pretty good bet that you are not genuinely saved.

I believe all Christians should get baptized after their conversion, but if someone is unaware that Scripture calls us to that, then their failure to be baptized may not be rebellion.

When some command is very clearly stated in Scripture and someone doesn’t accept it, that can indicate a rebellious heart.  But the call for us to be baptized in Scripture is somewhat arguable.  

So I think those who make baptism an absolute litmus test for genuine faith are incorrect in doing so – I don’t agree with those people, but I wouldn’t put them outside the bounds of the Gospel.
 
Discernment in Non-Essentials

This class has focused upon the essentials of the faith for obvious reasons.  Above all else we need to preserve the Gospel.

However, that’s not to say that we shouldn’t exercise discernment in other areas.

Doctrinal errors cause terrible damage – including doctrinal errors that are not over essentials.  

In inadequate view of God’s sovereignty can drive a person into hopeless depression.

A flawed view of Spiritual warfare can lead to constant defeat.

Confusion over the sufficiency of Scripture can lead to a life of constant search for solutions to problems without ever finding them.

Errors in your understanding of prayer can lead to prayerlessness.

People have died because of false teachings regarding healing.  People have gone broke because of false teachings about how God blesses us (so they send all their money to some televangelist thinking they will get rich). 

There are essentials and non-essentials, but please don’t take that to mean some doctrines are important and others are non-important.  All biblical doctrines are important.  

God did not give us trivia.  Everything He ever said is important by definition.

What is a serious enough error to break fellowship over?

That is a relative question.  It seems to me it depends upon what else is available in town.

There are some issues that are very important but that are not essentials.

If you are in Afghanistan, and there is one church in a 100-mile radius, and the people there love the Lord but they are a little shaky on the innerrancy of Scripture, you might debate that with them, but you don’t have the option of leaving that church and forsaking the fellowship altogether, because you have a responsibility to the local fellowship.

But in Boulder county, there is no way you should continue to attend a church that doesn’t hold to inerrancy.  You can do much better than that around here.

Find the best church you can find, and then be committed to that fellowship.

If you are waiting to find a church with which you agree about everything, keep in mind that Jesus went each week to the synagogue (Lk.4:16). 

Conclusion 
I want to wrap up this class by reminding you of what I told you in the first lesson.

Heb 5:14
But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

Be disciplined in this matter of discernment.  Don’t let yourself get lazy.   You will face a lot of very difficult, dicey judgment calls, and the temptation is to just say, “It will all come out in the wash” and refuse to exercise discernment.

Be willing to do the hard work of discernment.  Not only is your own spiritual well-being on the line, but the health of the church is on the line.  

We are under constant attack from the deceiver, and he is subtle and has deceived the wisest of men.  Never let your guard down.






