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Rev.3:7-13                “Philadelphia: An Open Door to Glory”       tape 162b      12-1-2002

7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

Thus saith the one who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 

8 I know your deeds. See, I gave you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 

1.	9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars-I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 

2.	10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 


11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

3.	12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 
4.	Never again will he leave it. 
5.	I will write on him the name of my God 
6.	and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; 
7.	and I will also write on him my new name. 

13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

************************
Do You have an Ear to Hear?

One thing Jesus says in every one of these letters is He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

I would like to just start this sermon out by saying I hope you have ears to hear this.

Do you have ears to hear these kinds of promises and warnings?  Do they have an effect on you, or do they slide off like water off a duck?

Are you the type of person who is moved by these kinds of promises?

The point of all this is for you to become one who has ears to hear this.  Not just that you understand what it means, but that you are the kind of person who is motivated by this kind of thing.

So, do you have ears to hear?

If so, what is in store for you this morning will be an absolutely incredible experience (assuming I can manage to accurately communicate what is in this amazing letter).

If not, this whole hour may just turn out to be a waste of your time.  In fact, if you don’t have ears to hear, it will do more harm than good, because it will just numb your heart all the more.

Let’s take a moment and pray for ears to hear.

Philadelphia

What was this church like?  The key to this letter is in v.8 - I know your deeds…that you have little strength

This sermon is for any one of you out there who has little strength.

They were likely being expelled from the synagogue. 

We know they were being persecuted by the Jews, and that was the most severe penalty the Jews could inflict is to excommunicate you.  

This little church was a small group of weak people who had been thrown out on the ear by the Jews and probably the Gentiles as well.

They were shut out of everything that was of any importance. 

They had no influence.  They had no say in what went on.  They had no input into the government or city affairs. 

They were walked on stepped on, trampled and discarded by society.

At best they were looked at as the irrelevant fringe, but mostly they were not looked upon at all – they were just ignored.
  
And now it’s time for Jesus to write His letter to that church.

The One With the Key

7 "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

Thus saith the one who is holy and true

holy 
The Holy One is a common phrase used for God and the Messiah.  

and true
Completely reliable

The Author of this letter is one who can be trusted absolutely to do everything perfectly right.

In the vision in ch.1 He appeared as the one who holds the key to Death and Hades.  Here He pushes that concept even further except this time in the positive direction.

It seems that needs to be said at the outset, because the promises He makes in this letter are so grandiose. 

who holds the key of David. 
Keys in Scripture, illustrate authority and control.

What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 

Some take this to refer to doors of opportunity.  That is definitely a biblical idea.  

1 Cor.16:8-9
I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door for effective work has opened to me

2 Cor.2:12
I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had opened a door for me

Col.4:3
pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, 

God is completely sovereign over opportunities.  It’s not primarily our techniques and our PR and our approach that opens or closes opportunities to proclaim the Gospel.  It is God who opens or closes that.

And the same goes for any other kind of opportunity.  The circumstances that present themselves to you are not bad luck or good luck, they are doors opened or closed by God.

But none of that is what the Lord has in mind here.  Once again, we find the clear meaning of this in the OT.

This is a quote from Isa.22.

When God decided to take the power away from Shebna and put Eliakim in charge of Israel, He announced His intentions in Isa.22:20-24

"In that day I will summon my servant, Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 21 I will clothe him with your robe and fasten your sash around him and hand your authority over to him. He will be a father to those who live in Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 22 I will place on his shoulder the key to the house of David; what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 23 I will drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will be a seat of honor for the house of his father. 24 All the glory of his family will hang on him:

They had locks back then, but they were much, much larger than our locks, and so they had great big keys.  The one who had authority over the palace would wear that key on his shoulder as part of all his kingly regalia to remind the people of his absolute authority.

Also, the people back then didn’t just stop at Wal Mart to get a few copies of a key to give to those who needed access.  Most locks had just one key.

They key is to David’s kingdom (the Messianic Kingdom), so I think rather than opportunity (like Paul’s open doors) this signifies entrance into the Kingdom.

So Jesus identifies Himself here as the one who controls exclusive access to every part of the Kingdom – including the treasury, the palace, etc.

He alone decides who gains entry and who does not.

I Gave You an Open Door

Jesus starts to say, “I know your deeds – that you have little strength…”, and His normal pattern is to state their deeds and then go on to give encouragement.  

But here He can’t even wait to do that, so He prematurely injects a word of encouragement right in the middle of His statement about their deeds. 

8 I know your deeds. (Behold, I gave you an open door that no one can shut.)

“I have given you free access into My kingdom, and there isn’t anything any one of your enemies can do about it.”

I want you to picture this poor, weak little group – having been thrown out into the street, huddled out there in the cold, no sense of belonging, rejected, barely hanging on to their little strength…

And Jesus comes along and throws open the doors to glory!

From out of that open door comes streaming brilliant, beautiful light and warmth.

If you can picture a scene like that, with thrilling, exciting music – whatever it takes for you to picture the greatest contrast imaginable. 

Later in the book we read about those who are shut out of the New Jerusalem.  

There are some people who are thrust out into outer darkness, and who will never, ever be allowed to enter.

To them the door is locked tight, and there will be no access.

But for this church the opposite is true.  The Lord has thrown open the door to His kingdom, and they can freely enter.

The Commendation 

I know your deeds…that you have little strength yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 

you have little strength

This church was weak, but the Lord is careful not to let this come out as a rebuke of any kind, so instead of saying “You are weak” He says “You have little strength.”

This was evidently a small church, with very few members, very meager resources, etc.

Compared to churches like Sardis they probably felt like their puny little contribution was negligible. 

They must have thought themselves to have very little influence on their world.

Think of how often you hear people set up “making a difference” as the standard for success.  You are a successful Christian or a successful church if you make a difference in your community.

By that standard no doubt the little church in Philadelphia was a complete failure. 

But our primary task has never been to make a difference.  We are simply called to be different from the world – that’s holiness.

Did you know the Lord takes into consideration your weaknesses?  That’s not to say that there is ever a time when our weaknesses excuse our sin.  

But when God evaluates what you have done, He knows how much you have been given in the first place.  

He knows how much He has gifted you and how much He has not gifted you.  He knows your handicaps from your upbringing, physical limitations, mental limitations, emotional limitations, etc.

The servant in the parable who ended up only gaining 5 talents is not rebuked at all, even though the first servant gained 10.  Both are rewarded handsomely, because the Master knows how much he gave each one to begin with.

Don’t worry about how much you are accomplishing in the grand scheme of things.  Just concern yourself with whether or not you are being faithful with what you have been given.

The paragraph of rebuke never comes to this church – only praise and promises.  Unlike Sardis, this church had been weighed in the scales and were found to be just fine in God’s sight.

Their deeds were adequate.

They weren’t a perfect church, the people weren’t perfect, they committed sins…yet Christ’s overall assessment of them was that they kept His Word.

God’s standards are nothing short of perfect holiness on the one hand, but on the other hand, we should never fall into the error of thinking He is impossible to please.

Is it possible for an imperfect, weak church, or an imperfect, weak person who sins to have a life that is generally pleasing to the Lord?  Yes!

“Even thought your strength is limited,
you have kept my word
 
This was an obedient church, and that was pleasing to the Lord.

And I can relate to those feelings of pleasure, because you are a church like that, and nothing makes me happier.  

All I have to do is show you that God’s Word says it, and you’ll accept it.

I can take the most unpopular principle in the whole Bible, and if I can simply convince you that the Bible teaches it, then that’s all I have to do.

If I stand up here and point out that wives are to be respectful and submissive to their husbands, I don’t have to go on and on with psychological studies about how it causes relationships to work more smoothly…

I don’t have to give a million examples of how women were submissive and it had some good result.

I don’t have to try to persuade you by delving in to all the aspects of your marriage that will be effected positively by that.

All I have to do is show you that that is what the Bible says and you accept it!

You are a church that holds to His Word.

And whatever it was that initially attracted you to this church, there is little doubt in my mind that if you stay long enough, before too long your favorite thing about this church won’t be the music or the preaching or any of that, but it will be that you are surrounded by a whole bunch of people who hold to God’s Word.

And for that reason, there is no doubt in my mind that when persecution comes to Creekside you will be like Philadelphia and will not deny His name.

The verb tenses here imply some decisive past event.  It sounds like this church went through some major test where Satan tightened the screws on them as much as he knew how and pushed them right to the decisive moment of truth…

…and they refused to deny Christ’s name.  And based on that, it is clear that they will persevere through the Tribulation just fine.

The Promises

So in v.8 we see what Jesus had already done.  Now we see what He is going to do:

And here the Lord explodes with promises.

Picture of poor, trampled-on church thrown out of the synagogue into the street, and the Lord opens up the door to glory…

1.	A ROLE IN THE GLOFICATION OF CHRIST.

9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars… 

In writing to the church in Philadelphia a few years later, Ignatius warned them not to listen to "any one propounding Judaism unto you" (To the Philadelphians 6. l) - Gabe

This is the same group that was persecuting the church in Smyrna (2:9), who were the only other church of the 7 that receive only praise and no rebuke.

Back in 2:9 we saw that group slandering the Christians and heading up the persecution against them. 

They were ethnically Jewish, but not true Jews, because they did not follow in Abraham’s footsteps of faith. (Ro.4:12)

Rom 9:6  For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
Ro.2:28  A man is not a Jew if he is only one outwardly, 
Only those who bow the knee to Christ are included in what Gal.6:16 calls the Israel of God

Just like we see so often in Acts, they hated the Christians, and persecuted them.  

-I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I loved (aorist) you.

You may read that and think, “I’m not so sure I want people falling down and groveling at my feet.”

If that’s the case, that’s good.  You shouldn’t want people to fall down at your feet.

But what you should be looking forward to is the fulfillment of the promise of Isa.60:11-14.  

And if you have ears to hear this, it is an especially exciting promise.

God promised judgment and destruction at the hands of hostile nations, but then said, “Afterward, Israel, you will be restored…

Your gates will always stand open, they will never be shut, day or night, so that men may bring you the wealth of the nations--their kings led in triumphal procession.  12 For the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish; it will be utterly ruined. 

In the Millennial Kingdom Jerusalem will have to keep its gates open day and night, because there will be a constant stream of kings bringing gifts from every nation on earth around the clock.

14 The sons of your oppressors will come bowing before you; all who despise you will bow down at your feet and will call you the City of the LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

The time will come when the children of those who once persecuted God’s people will come bringing gifts and acknowledge that we are God’s chosen people.  

And so the picture is of former enemies coming into the royal palace in Jerusalem and bowing down at the feet of God’s people. 

It’s not something that will make you uncomfortable.  It will fill you with joy, because finally all the world will be honoring God and His people instead of dishonoring Him.

These Jews were persecuting the (mostly) Gentile church, maybe even quoting Isa.60 to them and telling them someday those Gentiles will fall down at the Jews’ feet, but Jesus says, “No, it is those unbelieving Jews who will fall at the feet of the Church someday.”

What the Jews expected from the pagans, they themselves will be forced to render to the followers of Jesus.

We all love the wonderful promise of Php.2 where every knee will bow and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  But this takes it a step further – not only will every knee bow, but you weak, insignificant, small, marginalized people will be involved with that.

Part of their bowing the knee to Christ will involved honoring His people.

So the next time you read about every knee bowing and every tongue confessing remind yourself that you will be involved with that.

The atheists, the mockers, the university professors who delight in humiliating Christians students…

…the people around the world who beat and imprison Christians and take fathers or children out of homes…

All will bow the knee and acknowledge Jesus Christ and His chosen people.

and acknowledge that I loved (aorist) you.
This is talking about His electing love.  It’s another way of saying “I will make them acknowledge that I have chosen you instead of them.”

This is the kind of love in Ro.9:13 – Jacob I have loved, Esau I hated.  “Jacob is the one I chose, and Esau I rejected.”

But in this case it is the Church who end up being the true Jacob and the unbelieving Jews who are rejected Esau.

Scripture is very, very clear on this point: if you are born a Jew and then reject God’s Messiah, you forfeit your right to be a Jew.

In the Greek this sentence is a little awkward:  I will give from among the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars-I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you.

So He starts out saying “I will give…” and when He picks up that thought after describing whom He is talking about, says “I will make them come fall down at your feet…”

The point of the “I will give…” is to say the Lord will give those people to the church as a gift.  The idea is that they will be converted.

Some of the very Jews who were persecuting them would become Christians.

That’s the greatest gift of all.  Any time you read the writings of persecuted Christians, the greatest desire of their heart is not the destruction of their tormentors, but their conversion.

That’s exactly what Jesus promises here.

And someday all Israel will be saved.  The Jews will see God’s love for us, become jealous, and turn to Christ themselves. (Ro.9-11)

Do you have ears to heart this?  Do you so love the Lord and honor His name that this promise moves you?

There is little question that it moved the people in Philadelphia.

2. PROTECTION FROM THE HOUR OF TRIAL 

10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently lit: Since you have kept the word of my perseverance. 

This could mean “the message about my persevering” or “My message about persevering” or “my command that you persevere” (NIV)

Since they kept it, I think it must be something that needed keeping (a command).

Either way, though, the meaning is the same – we are to follow Christ’s example of perseverance. 

I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 

This is a play on words: “Since you kept My Word, I’m going to keep you.”

The first time He uses the word keep in the sense of “to faithfully obey and hold to” and the second time in the sense of “to preserve or protect.”

the hour of trial
hour here, of course, refers to an indefinite period of time, not to 60 minutes.  It’s the period of trial that’s about to come upon the whole earth for the purpose of testing the inhabitants of the earth.

Traditionally it has been understood to refer to the Great Tribulation that is described in the rest of the book - the Tribulation that Jesus warned us about with such earnestness in Mt.24.

And by the way, this is one reason why we know that Jesus’ prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem in Mt.24 was not fulfilled when the Romans came in 70 AD.  That was only a picture of the ultimate fulfillment.  

John is writing the Book of Revelation 20+ years after 70 AD, and that Tribulation is still future.

But I think we can be even more precise than just saying it refers to the Tribulation.  

If you look through the references in Rev. to a specific “hour,” you don’t see the exact phrase “hour of testing,” but we do see a phrase that is very close: “hour of judgment. 

And those references point us not to the entire period of Tribulation, but specifically to that time at the end of the Tribulation in which the wicked are finally judged and destroyed by God.

That event is discussed in ch.14:

Rev. 14:7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. 
15  Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe."
18:10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: "'Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!'
 17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!' 
 19  "'Woe! Woe, O great city…In one hour she has been brought to ruin!

So the hour, in Revelation, refers to the final judgment and punishment of the wicked that will take place at the Second Coming. 

Rev. 3:3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.

Jesus promises this church: “I will keep you from that.”

And once again we see the ultimate Tribulation involves the whole earth – not just Rome.  In 70 AD all the armies of the world did not gather against Jerusalem – only one army.  Nor was there a time of tribulation that came upon the entire earth.

This hour of trial will come upon the entire earth, but it will be targeted at testing a specific group of people.

At first, you read the phrase those who live on the earth and you figure that must include everyone, but it doesn’t.

That phrase is actually a technical phrase in Revelation referring to unbelievers only.

6:10 [the martyrs] called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?"

11:10  When the two prophets die, The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants the earth.

13:8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast-- all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.

17:8 …The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast…

13:12 He exercised all the authority of the first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed.
 14 Because of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived.
17:2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries."

So the inhabitants of the earth are the unbelievers on earth during the time of the Tribulation.  And the purpose of the Tribulation is to test them specifically – not the believers. 

All that trouble will effect the believers, to be sure, but it is not targeted at them.  That’s clear from what Jesus says here.

10 I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 

And that’s confirmed in ch.8.

Rev. 8:13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: "Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels!"

Woe is pronounced specifically on the inhabitants of the earth.

Now, clearly there are believers living on the earth throughout the Tribulation.  But they are not included in the category of inhabitants of the earth, because even though they are physically present on the earth, their home and citizenship is in heaven.

The big debate on this verse is over what it means that the church will be kept from the hour of testing.

Does it mean we will be removed before the Tribulation even starts (as in the Left Behind stories)? – That is known as the Pretribulational Rapture view.

Does it mean we will be removed in the middle of the Tribulation – just before it gets really bad (Mid trib view).

Or does it simply mean that we won’t be removed at all, but that we will be preserved and protected from God’s wrath? (Post trib)

That’s the big debate.  When Jesus promises to keep us from that hour, does He mean He will do it by removing us altogether or by preserving and protecting us while we are still physically present?

We don’t have to burn up too many brain cells answering that question, because Jesus already answered it in Jn.17.

There we see the same language, and we can get a very good idea of what these terms mean, because just as in Revelation you have the Apostle John quoting Jesus, so you have the same thing in Jn.17 where Jesus is praying for the Disciples.

John 17:15
My prayer is not that you take (airw lit. lift) them out of the world but that you protect (threw) them from the evil one. 

And if you look back to v.6 that this whole prayer springs out of the fact that they have kept His Word.

So in John 17 Jesus prays and asks the Father to keep the Disciples from the evil one, and just so no one can misunderstand what He means by keep, He says “I don’t mean by that that you would lift them out of the world and remove them.”

Now He promises the Church that He will keep us from the hour of testing that will be targeted at the unbelievers during the Tribulation.  Let’s not make the same mistake He warned us against in Jn.17 and assume that means we will be lifted out of the world and removed physically.

Physical removal would reverse the whole thrust of everything that the Lord has been saying thus far.  Until now He is calling His church to be overcomers, which means to persevered through the coming time of trouble right up to the point of death.  

That would be meaningless if we weren’t even going to go through the time of trouble.  

Don’t be fooled by fiction stories like Left Behind.  Jesus warned His Church again and again to prepare for the coming Tribulation.  

Will we be raptured?  Absolutely!  But not until after the Tribulation happens, when Christ comes back we will be caught up together to meet Him in the air.

As we read about the Great Tribulation in the rest of the book we see that God’s wrath is never specifically directed at believers.  It is poured out upon unbelievers.  The believers suffer, but their suffering is at the hands of people, not God.

During the Tribulation we will be exempted from suffering the wrath of God, however we do have to suffer persecution at the hands of men.

That’s illustrated in ch.7 when devastation is about to be sent upon the earth – land and sea, and the angels says, “Hold on!  Wait until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of God.”

There is a sense in which we are protected from God’s wrath (like Israel during the plagues in Egypt).

Those who believe we will be raptured before the Tribulation will sometimes mock this.  They say, “So we will be preserved from God’s wrath, but we still have to go through the Tribulation?  We will be protected, and yet we might be martyred?  What kind of protection is that?”

“What does it matter if I’m killed by God’s wrath or by man’s persecution?  Either way I’m dead.”

People who say that don’t understand Matt 10:28   Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

If you read Revelation and read about the Tribulation and all you see is a bunch of physical difficulties, you are missing the real horror of the Tribulation.  The persecution and suffering of the saints is nothing compared to what it’s like for the world to face the wrath of God.

Do you have ears to hear this?  Do you have enough fear of God and are you in tune enough to spiritual realities that this promise has an impact on you?

I really hope v.11 is something you have ears to hear:

11 Behold I am coming soon. 
Here this is intended as a comfort, not a threat.  

Those with ears to hear long for this more than anything.

Once the Tribulation begins, everything is going to move fast.  The imagery of “time, times and half a time” illustrates a period that seems like it will continue for a very long time and then is suddenly, surprisingly cut short.  

Once the events of the Tribulation begin, things will unfold rapidly, and then SUDDENLY Christ will return.

That’s why it’s so critical to already be prepared before any of it starts.

11 …Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 

The image is that they already have their crown but must guard against it being taken away. 

The taking away of a crown was a metaphor for being disqualified from a contest. (WBC)

Notice how many times Jesus says my God in v.12.  The only other place Jesus says that in the whole book is back up in v.2.  But here He says it 4 times in one verse.

12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.  Never again will he leave it. I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. 

I’m not sure exactly what all the significance of that is, but it’s pretty clear that Jesus is making a point to specify exactly which God He is talking about.

The Book of Revelation records God’s judgment of all false religion (embodied in the term “Babylon.”  

It’s fashionable in our day to say, “What does it matter what name you have for God?  As long as you worship some deity – that’s all that matters.”

Nikki, my eldest daughter attend a Christian school (Rocky Mountain), and recently her teacher told her that it was perfectly OK for the Greeks to worship all those idols and false gods, because they didn’t know any better.

From both the church and the world these days, it seems, we hear that all the gods of all the religions are basically the same god, and so it doesn’t matter if you worship Yahweh or Allah or Bramah or whatever.

But Jesus is clear: My God…My God…My God…My God.  If you don’t worship the specific God who was the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, you are worshipping a false god.

2.	THE CROWN OF PILLARHOOD (importance, stability and security)

12 I will make a pillar in the temple of my God.

The temple is the throne room of God – His dwelling place.  It’s the most important place there is – the center of all things.

And when a person is called a pillar, the point is that he or she plays a highly significant and important role.

Gal.2:9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me.

Basically Paul is saying, “Look, I was accepted by all the bigshots.”

But being a pillar implies more than just being a bigshot.  It carries the idea of bearing the weight of the community on your shoulder.  The picture is of someone so central to the community that his or her absence would be a significant loss.

That’s you.  If you just persevere to the end – Christ will make you a bigshot in heaven – a central figure who bears a great amount of responsibility and importance such that if you suddenly dropped out of heaven – it would be a big loss.

But there’s no chance of that – look what Jesus goes on to say:
…Never again will he leave it. 

One little point of interest about Philadelphia – it was on a fault line and was destroyed numerous times by earthquakes.  They were also near an active volcano.

About 75 years before this was the massive earthquake of AD 17, which flattened 5 cities, including Philadelphia (and Sardis).  They experienced very severe aftershocks and tremors.  

The result was the buildings were continually having to be propped up, and there was always a danger of having them fall on you.  As a result, most of the people lived outside the city.

This promise is a contrast to the city these people lived in.

Won’t it be nice to have an intimate relationship with God that is stable – that doesn’t ebb and flow with dry spells and deserts?   It will just be a solid, permanent, unshakable, untouchable involvement with God forever.

Do you have ears to hear that promise?  We all long for importance, but is it especially meaningful to you to be promised an important role in the Kingdom of God?

We all desire stability and security – those are such reassuring, strengthening feelings, but are you especially effected by a promise of stability and security within His Kingdom?

4. BELONGING

I will write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. 

Instead of the Trinity, the names that are inscribed are those of the Father, the New Jerusalem, and the Son.

A distinguished individual was sometimes honored by having a special pillar added to one of the temples and inscribed with his name (Barclay, Seven Churches, p. 89).  

The inscribed name signifies identification and ownership. To those who have "little strength" (little influence) because of being ostracized, Christ promises recognition in his kingdom worthy of the most noble hero of any society.

Having his name written on you demonstrates the fact that you belong to Him.  It’s kind of like the little stickers some churches stick on your child’s back – so they know which child goes with which parent.  

Written all over you on that day will be clearly spelled out: “God’s.”  “Property of the Lord Jesus Christ.”  “Citizen of the New Jerusalem.”

Do you have ears to hear this?  We all want to belong somewhere – to fit in somewhere, but does it move your heart to think about fitting in and belonging in the Kingdom of God?

5. NEW UNDERSTANDING OF JESUS’ NEW ROLE.

and I will also write on him my new name. 

The bestowal of a “new name” in biblical tradition ordinarily means a change of status or function for a city or nation (Isa 1:26; Isa 60:14; 65:15; Jer 3:17; 23:6; 33:16; Ezek 48:35; Zech 8:3) or a change in the character, conduct, or status of an individual (Gen 17:5, 17; 32:27–28; 41:45; Dan 1:7; Mark 3:17; John 1:42) (WBC)

Twice this city had received a new name as an imperial honor from Rome.

Do you have ears to hear this?

Are you into Christology?  Are you the type of person who is so enamored with Jesus Christ, so fascinated by His work, so attracted to His person that the promise of knew knowledge and insight into Him is a promise that thrills and motivates your heart?
  
When the Turks and Muslims flooded across Asia Minor and every other town had fallen, Philadelphia alone was able to stand. For centuries it was a free Greek Christian city amidst a pagan people. It was the last bastion of Asian Christianity. It was not till midway through the fourteenth century that it finally fell.

According to Barclay, to this day the only two out of these 7 churches that still exist is Philadelphia and Smyrna – the two weakest, smallest, most persecuted churches, and the only two that received no rebuke from the Lord.

CONCLUSION

Theses are promises to those of us who are weak.  This is a great promise for us, because we are weak.

·	Your job isn’t very important
·	Your skills won’t ever make the papers
·	Your kind of a fifth wheel in this world – you don’t fit in very well in the groups you are involved with – you don’t have a strong sense of belonging because of how different you are.
·	You lack stability and security.  Every time you start to establish a foundation the earth seems to shift out from under you.
·	You are the poster child for weakness
-	Your body is weak
-	Your bank account is weak – you have no financial power or influence (it’s all you can do just to pay your bills)
-	Maybe your mind is weak
-	Maybe your emotions are weak and fragile and toss you around like a boat in a storm.

13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

Benediction:  Heb 12:28-29  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29for our "God is a consuming fire."  
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