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Worthy to End the World
Special Message #69
David and Saul Part 7
Revelation 5:1-14

Summary: Creation weeps because it is unable to effect its own consummation and is locked in futility. But the lion/lamb is able and worthy. The end/purpose/goal of all things is v.13, where the glory of Christ is unveiled and universally enjoyed/praised. Seek some of that now.
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Revelation 5:1-14 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals.  2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?"  3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it.  4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.  5 Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals."  6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.  8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.  10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth."  11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!"  13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"  14 The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.



The end of the world - History is going somewhere

I would like to talk to you this morning about the end of the world,  and when I say “end” I mean that both in the sense of “completion or consummation” as well as in the sense of “purpose or goal.” We say, “The end doesn’t justify the means” meaning just because the goal is good does not mean you can use any method you want to reach that goal. So what is the end (goal, purpose, aim) of the world?
One of the big differences between the Christian worldview and the worldview of pagan eastern thought is that they believe history is cyclical rather than linear. They think we are locked in an endless circle, history just repeating over and over forever. It is meaningless, purposeless, going nowhere, coming from nowhere, and accomplishing nothing. 
That is hopelessness in the extreme. In fact, in that system the highest, greatest hope you can have is simply to escape the endless cycle and drop out of conscious existence altogether. Nirvana is nothing like heaven. Being in Nirvana is like being a rock – you don’t even have any desire or even any conscious awareness of your own existence.  And in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     that system that is the greatest hope there is, because history has no purpose and is going nowhere but in circles. Thankfully that system is false, and the truth is the history is not a circle but a line, and not just a line, but an arrow. It is all moving toward an end – a final purpose. It has a beginning, middle and end, just like any project you work at. Imagine someone preparing a huge Thanksgiving dinner. They are not in the kitchen just randomly cutting up vegetables and putting things in ovens in some endless cycle that has no purpose in mind other than the constant manipulation of food. They are doing all that work in order to arrive at a moment in which there will be a big, wonderful, joy-producing feast sitting out on the table. That is the end – both the purpose and the stopping point of all their cooking labors.
A builder does not just randomly cut boards and pound nails in a never-ending cycle of meaningless activity. He has a reason for every nail and every board – it all has the goal of bringing the project to the end of the arrow, which is a completed, useful, delightful home or building. God is no less purposeful than the builder or the cook. The headlines in yesterday’s news, the events that took place in your back yard, the traffic on I-25, every single thing that takes place fits together with every other thing to bring about a final, grand purpose. God is not doing all that to kill time while He waits around for the last day. They are all pieces of one puzzle. Each one designed as another brick in the building. 

Recently Tracy and I were in south Denver so we stopped by Calvary Aurora’s new building (Ed Taylor’s church). Ed is a great guy and we wanted to stop and say hello. He wasn’t in, but we did get a chance to see their new building they just moved into after many years of meeting in a school. What an amazing, beautiful facility that place is! It is just incredible. The whole time I was walking through I just kept on saying, “Thou shalt not covet thy brother’s building…” Imagine what that is like for them. After almost a decade of being so cramped and uncomfortable in that school, and setting up and tearing down every week for a church of over 1000, and after all the years of raising the money and the hard work and headaches and heartaches that go along with a building project, after all that whole process and all the anticipation and waiting, it must have been so exciting for them to move into that building!
It was exciting because it was the end – the fulfillment, the purpose, the aim, the goal, the consummation, and the stopping point for all their toil and labor and waiting. God has been running a project like that that has been going for thousands of years so far - a project called “The Creation,” and the process of this whole project, while it certainly has its joys, is very much a time of groaning for the creation. Part of the process involved God cursing the creation because of sin, so now the whole creation groans waiting for the end.

Ro.8:19-23 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

The creation groans under the curse, and we groan too as we wait for the end to come. With all that in mind let’s take a look at Rev.5, starting with v.1.

We can’t effect end vv.1-4
Sorrow over the sealed scroll 
The events of this chapter take place in front of the throne of God – the location of the most profound and thrilling worship anywhere. A study of the throne of God will give you a whole new understanding of the term “awesome.” It is not a quiet, serene setting. The activity before God’s throne makes the most extreme, wild action movie you’ve ever seen look like Mr. Rogers. Everything is moving lightening fast. Blazing bright light is reflected off brilliant, translucent precious stones and jewels, colored wheels of light mingled with great, awesome beings. Around the throne a flashing, sparkling spinning rainbow of brilliance. Huge Cherubim moving like lightening (the miniature replicas of those things in the Temple were 15 ft high. They are very possibly the most spectacular, awesome creatures in existence). Sparkling jewels, loud thunder, staggering, overwhelming, joyful, and exuberant praise from countless angels. However, by v.4, John is weeping bitterly and that reason is spelled out in vv.1-4.

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 

That is the problem.  That is what causes all the sorrow. That scroll is sealed. Now maybe you are thinking, “So what? That doesn’t make me feel like weeping and crying.” Who would cry over that? Who would actually be heartbroken over a scroll in a figure of speech in an apocalyptic prophecy?
The opening of the scroll = the effecting of the purpose of creation
Think for a minute about what this scroll is. When a king put a wax seal on the outside of a scroll that scroll could not be opened by any unauthorized person. When a person in authority had a top secret document in those days, he would roll it up, then drip some wax on it, then press his ring or insignia into the wax that held the scroll closed.  So here we are in heaven with a scroll all rolled up and then sealed by the one seated on the throne – God Himself, and he sealed it in progressive stages – rolled it some, then put a seal, then rolled it some more, then another seal again – 7 times. Each time one of those seals is broken a little bit more of the scroll can be unrolled.
Now what happens each time one of the 7 seals is broken in Revelation? If you are familiar with this book, you know that each time a seal is broken some more of the final events of the last days are fulfilled. Each one takes us that much closer to the final culmination of all things. The opening of the scroll brings everything to be the way it is supposed to be – the final goal.
So can you see why this particular scroll being all sealed up is such a terrible thing? It is like coming to church that first Sunday to the new building and the doors are locked. You can’t get in. It is like doing all the cooking but having no meal – just endless cooking. The fact that this scroll is sealed means history can not get where it is supposed to go, and we are locked in futility. The reason all the pain and sorrow and evil of this world is still ongoing is because that scroll is still sealed.
When we want to describe something that is not really a horrible catastrophe we sometimes say, “It’s not the end of the world,” as if the end of the world were the worst catastrophe there could be. But the truth is the end of the world will be the greatest thing that will have ever have happened or ever could happen– the fulfillment and consummation and goal of all things.  The worst catastrophe there could be would be to be locked in this present age with no ability to open the scroll - no ability to bring about the end of the world. That would be horrible, and that is exactly the situation in vv.1, and John is not the only one upset about it.
No created being is able or worthy
2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice

All angels are relatively mighty, but this one is especially mighty. On top of that, he is “proclaiming.”  That word refers to a loud shout. Then it says he is doing that in a loud voice.  A powerful angel shouting loudly in a loud voice – triple emphasis on volume. Why so loud? This shout has to be that loud because what the angel says is pointless unless every creature in the universe hears it. He has to be heard in every remote corner of the creation. Look at what he shouts:

2 …"Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?"

That is the cry of the creation. Ever since Adam and Eve, the entire Cosmos has been being eaten away from the inside by the cancer of sin and the futility of the curse. Throughout human history we have been trapped in an endless maze of suffering, death, heartbreak, confusion, difficulty, tragedy, and futility. And after thousands of years of wandering in this maze, just at the point when the creation seemingly can’t take it for another moment, we come to a door! The end of the maze! It is the door to paradise. It is a door through which everything that is wrong will be set right. And all of creation sees the door; a loud cheer goes up.
And then someone says, “Uh, wait a minute. The door’s locked. Who’s got the key?” That is what the angel is asking in this loud shout, and at this point comes the most dramatic pause there has ever been.

3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 

The deafening shout of the angel rings out throughout every nook and cranny of the cosmos, and what follows is nothing but devastating silence. Do you see the horror of that scene? No one in the creation has the power to bring about the end.
If the angel had mumbled maybe there would still be some possibility that someone out there could open the scroll, but just didn’t hear the question. The reason the angel had to yell so loud was to demonstrate that no one in the creation can open the scroll. No one has the key to the door, not any human, angel, demon – not the false gods of the pagans – no one in the creation. Everyone heard the question, and what follows is nothing but a chilling, devastating, hopeless silence.
The creation does not have the power to bring about its own destiny. We can not bring ourselves out of the maze. We can not regain paradise. That whole “Visualize Peace” thing is not working. Despite all the combined power of all the bumper stickers in the city of Boulder, still we are no closer to Utopia. The New Age Quantum leap has been a quantum flop. After centuries of advancement in the field of law enforcement, the worst imaginable crimes are still being committed on a daily basis. After all the massive efforts to feed the hungry, people are still starving. There are advances in medicine that are absolutely astonishing, and yet pain and suffering still reign and everybody still dies. Centuries of accumulation of information and still we have not managed to stamp out foolishness.
We can’t even get people to stop being mean or to share – just the basic lessons we teach kindergarteners. No matter how many Miss Americas devote their lives to bringing about world peace or eliminate poverty it is not going to happen. The creation does not have the power to bring about its own consummation. In fact, we can not even bring the world to an end in destructive ways, not even with CO2 emissions. There is much more to bringing about the end of the world than just destroying the earth. We do not have the ability to destroy it, and we certainly do not have the ability to bring about all the rest that goes along with the end of the world. We can not bring about Judgment Day, where all wrongs are made right. We can not eradicate evil or death or even suffering. We can not pull off the resurrection of all people who have ever lived (or even one person for that matter). We can not fill up everything that has ever happened with meaning and put all the pieces of the puzzle together into the grand, intended picture.
The end is something greater than elimination of evil and suffering
And by the way – let me just say something about that grand, intended picture. What is the main purpose of the creation anyway? Last week’s sermon may have been a bit misleading. I talked about the elimination of evil and suffering and death. But those are not the main things that will be accomplished at the end of the world. If that were the only purpose there would be no reason for the creation in the first place, because there was no evil or suffering or death prior to the creation. So all those wonderful things we talked about last week - as wonderful as all those things are, they are not the main goal. The main goal - the greatest thing that will ever happen - is when the purpose for which God created everything is fulfilled. And that purpose is not revealed just yet.

The cause of all weeping

4 I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 

I believe John here represents the whole creation. All weeping that takes place on this earth is due to the fact that that scroll is still sealed up. Part of the opening of seal #6 is the wiping of every tear from the eyes of all the redeemed forever. (7:17) But for now there is weeping because no one can open the scroll. And he gives two reasons: 1) No one has the power, and 2) No one is worthy (no one has the right). So John weeps. 

The Lion/Lamb is able and worthy. (vv.5-7)

5 Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." 

Elders are spiritual beings in heaven who are in a position of authority over other heavenly beings, and this elder comes to John and tells him not to weep. Someone has the key – the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David. He won it.  He gained it through triumph.
Well that sounds good - a big, powerful, conquering lion that has the ability to open the scroll, so John turns to see this lion. He turns to look, but when he looks what he sees is no lion.

6 Then I saw a Lamb looking as if it had been slain

A lion is a picture of strength. What is the lamb supposed to be – a picture of weakness? No – not weakness. We know that is not it because of the rest of v.6.

6 … He had seven horns 

Horns are symbols of power in Scripture. And the number 7 represents completion or perfection. This is a lamb with complete, total, perfect power. In ch.6, the kings of the earth would rather be crushed by stones than face the wrath of the Lamb, so the idea here is not to symbolize weakness. The point of appearing as a lamb is to symbolize sacrifice. A lamb is a sacrificial animal that dies in place of the sinner.
Jesus appears as a lamb that has been killed – He still has the wounds. I heard once about an old decorated war hero from WWI who was going to attend a special award ceremony in his honor. When he came to the ceremony he didn’t wear a tuxedo or suit.  He wore his WWI uniform with the medals displayed on it.  He dressed in the garb that he had on when he achieved the victories back in WWI. Why a lamb?  I believe Jesus is wearing His old WWI uniform, the garb He wore when He literally won the world. He appears as He was when He gained the victory – that key – the right to unseal this scroll, the way out of the maze. And the medals on His uniform were clearly visible – they were the scars from the cross.
You might think the idea of Jesus being the Lion and the Lamb do not go together, but they do. Siese: “What could be more opposite than the monarch of the forest, in strength and majesty, inflicting terror and death, and the lamb, in its uncomplaining meekness, in the hands of the sacrificer.” But the two pictures do not conflict. They combine to bring out a clear picture. The opening of the seals is an act of strength-an exploit of war-a going forth of power to take possession of a kingdom, and in the accomplishment of that, Christ is a Lion, clothed with power, and majesty, and fierceness. That is the power. But remember there were two reasons why no one in the creation could open the scroll. No one had the power. No one was worthy – no one had the right. It was through becoming the Lamb that Jesus gained the right to open the scroll. He was found to be worthy by virtue of His wounds. When Jesus died in our place on the cross He paid the price and became worthy to take the scroll. The creation belonged to Him – He paid for it with His own blood, so He had the right to take the scroll.
So which property was it that made Jesus the one who could open the scroll – His lion-likeness or His lamb-likeness?

5 See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals.

9 You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain

It was His lion-like triumph and His lamb-like sacrifice that made Him the only one to effect the end of this world and bring about the greatest possibly glory for God and the greatest possible good for us. If He had not been a lamb He would have still had the lion-like power to open the seals, but every last one of us would have gone to hell.

Explosion of worship vv.8-14
Now, watch what happens when He takes this scroll. 

7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne.

When Jesus Christ takes that scroll all heaven breaks loose. Heaven explodes into worship.  The worship scene in ch.4 is probably the greatest imaginable thing that has ever happened up to that point in Scripture, and yet what happens when the Lamb takes the scroll is even greater. It starts small and then builds.
The Crescendo 
8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp 8 and they were holding golden bowls full of incense,
That was an important part of OT worship. Incense was burned to produce a sweet smelling smoke that would rise to God and be pleasing. And that incense was sacred. There was the death penalty if you made some for your own use. So what does this sacred incense that is so pleasing to God and so precious and valuable that it must be in gold bowls – what does that represent?
…which are the prayers of the saints. 
The angels could pray to God themselves if they wanted, but it is the prayers of the saints that are especially precious to God. They are prayers of faith – prayers offered from people who can’t see God but who love Him and cry out to Him for deliverance. 

It starts out as a quartet with the 4 living creatures, then the elders joined in, then instrumental music is added. It just builds. All of heaven is involved in one massive crescendo. The angels see those wounds and just go off with a song about redemption.

9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." 

Then the elders join in with a song about creation directed to the Father.

10 …the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, 
and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 

The crescendo is building and building and building, and then, in v.11, all of heaven just explodes.

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.  

That is a big circle. An incalculable, indescribable number of angles erupt in an explosion of worship.

12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" 

It is like they can not even think of enough words to express what is in their hearts. That scene is beyond comprehension. The loud worship of innumerable angels in heaven surpasses anything we can possibly imagine.  But that is still not even the climax.
The Climax – universal praise v.13 
What follows is even greater. In fact I believe it is the greatest scene in all the Bible.  Search from Gen.1:1 to the end of Rev., and I do not know where you are going to find a scene like this.   Search all the books and stories and all the fantasies man has ever dreamed up, and you will not find a scene like this. The next two verses describe the greatest thing that will ever happen. Remember I told you there is a purpose that is far greater than the elimination of evil and suffering and death? The opening of the scrolls and the end of the world brings about something that is so magnificent, so marvelous – it is better than any other conceivable thing – even the elimination of evil. It is even the best thing God can think of. It is the purpose and goal of absolutely everything that has ever happened. And we see it in v.13.

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them…

Which created beings are not included in that? You can not get any more comprehensive than that. This is not 99.99% of the creation. It is 100% of the creation shouting exuberant, joyful, heartfelt praises to the Creator and Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

Probably doesn’t include evil beings

In the past I’ve always assumed this included the devil and demons and the souls in hell. Even they, when they see His glory, will be forced to bow the knee and acknowledge how great He is. But this song is a lot more than just an acknowledgement of power. It is heartfelt praise. They do not just admit these things are true – it says they sing.  Singing is an expression of joy. And they do not just say praise and honor and glory and power belong to Him; they say “Let there be praise…” They desire that it happen. So for that reason, I am convinced now that this is the redeemed creation. I believe this is looking ahead to the very end – after the judgment, after Satan and unbelievers and death and Hades are all thrown into the bottomless pit. I do not think they are involved in the praise. It is still accurate to say that absolutely everyone in the heavens and earth and seas praise Him, because the bottomless pit is not part of the heavens and earth. It is a place that just does not count. And the souls there do not count. They are out of sight, out of mind, out of the picture, out of bounds – outside in outer darkness, and they no longer have any relevance or impact on anything. Part of being in hell means being thrown into utter, absolute insignificance.
The crescendo of the ages
Sometimes I wonder if we could think of Rev.4,5 as an illustration of all of redemptive history. The worship begins with the 4 living creatures. Perhaps they were the first ones ever to worship God, and all the way along it just keeps building as more and more voices are added, and at the end we see this climax, so all of redemptive history is seen as leading up to this. Ever skip ahead in a novel to see where it is all going? If you are ever confused about why God is doing what He is doing, just read this. This is where God is going with Creation. This is the great, final, ultimate purpose. This is why God made everything He made and caused everything to happen – so that it would all end up here, with His Son being praised and magnified in unanimous, joyful shouting by the entire creation. This is the end of the world (“end’ in both senses – the conclusion as well as the purpose). This is the feast on the Thanksgiving table. This is the occupation of the marvelous new building. This is the open door at the end of the maze.
The elimination of all pain and suffering and disease and death is wonderful. But that is not the greatest thing. Far greater is what takes place in this verse. Suffering and death are bad, but much, much worse is the dishonoring of Christ’s name. It is bad that children get battered by parents.  It is bad that people starve to death. It is bad that there is injustice. But none of that is anywhere near as bad as the fact that the Creator is dishonored and despised by His own creation. That is the nastiest, sickest, most intolerable affront to justice there is. All the suffering and evil and death are all just symptoms of that. And so the reversal of that is the greatest hope there is. That is the end of the Creation.

What’s so great about universal praise?
The praise is the result, not the cause of the joy
Now, maybe you’re sitting there thinking, “This doesn’t get me all that excited. I know v.13 should be exciting to me, but honestly – I’ve seen trailers to movies that were actually more appealing to me than this. I mean, I enjoy worship – no doubt about it. For a half hour on Sunday mornings it’s great. And if it’s a really good worship service I might even enjoy it for an hour or several hours. But after a while it starts getting kind of old. I don’t know about doing that for eternity.”
If singing praise songs is not your idea of ultimate happiness, that’s OK., because the praise songs are not the basis of the happiness; the happiness is the basis of the praise songs. The praise and worship are responses to something. They are not the cause of the joy; they are the expression of the joy.
So what is the cause of the joy? If you want to know the cause of the joy I do not think you have to look any further than the first word of this book. The very first word of the book of Revelation is the Greek word “apocalupsis.” It means “Revelation.” When John wrote this book he told you what his purpose was in the first 3 words. VApoka,luyij VIhsou/ Cristou/ (apocalupsis Yesou Christou) – The Revelation (unveiling) of Jesus Christ. The end of the world is the time when the glory of Jesus Christ will be unveiled. That is what will cause all the joy.
The revelation of Jesus Christ is the cause of the joy
What is going to happen on that day is that we will be exposed to His glory, which is the greatest thing that could ever happen. Sometimes people wonder why God commands people to praise Him. To some that sounds like an insecure, pathetic god with low self-esteem. They figure since it is a bad thing when people seek praise, it must also be bad for God to do seek praise, and they think that way because they think of God as being like us. What they do not understand is that seeking to be glorified when you are not glorious is bad, but when you truly are glorious, the greatest favor you can bestow on someone is to allow them to delight in that glory. The biggest favor the Grand Canyon can do for me is to just be there and allow me to look at it. The biggest favor Niagara Falls can do me is to just be there so I can experience the wonder and beauty of it. The biggest favor a volcano could do for me would be to just let me stand at a safe distance, and be watching right when it blew, so I could see an entire mountain blast into pieces and feel the power of it shake my bones. The unveiled glory of Jesus Christ is more spectacular than 100 thousand Grand Canyons. It is more awesome than a million Niagara Falls. It is more powerful than 10 million volcanoes. It is more beautiful than all the sunrises and sunsets and flowers and stars and works of art and beautiful women all combined. Seeing His glory will be more pleasing than the most intense and wonderful pleasure you can imagine. It will be more satisfying than the most wonderful feast you could conceive of.
The best thing that could possibly happen is not just for Jesus to be that spectacular, that awesome, that beautiful, that pleasing, and that satisfying; the best thing is for Him to be all that and for the creation to see it and take delight in it. The best thing that can happen is for God to be glorified, and the more the creation witnesses and delights in Him, the more that glorifies Him.
And not only is that the best thing that can happen; it is also what is in your best interests. The best thing that could ever happen to you is to see and delight in and be satisfied by the greatest and most satisfying beauty and goodness there is. In the twisted perversion of our sin we sometimes imagine that the greatest thing would be for us to be glorified. When we daydream, we daydream about things like being up on a stage and having millions of adoring fans cheering for us. We think it would be great to be made much of. But being made much of is not the most satisfying, joy-producing thing there is. (Just ask the celebrities who commit suicide.) What is more satisfying and more joy-producing than being made much of, is making much of something that is truly glorious, and being dwarfed by something truly awesome. When you are on stage with screaming fans, at the end of the day what do you have? Just yourself. It is far better to have your soul ravished by something infinitely greater than you.
So the greatest good that could possibly be is for God to be glorified. And the best thing that could ever happen to you is for you to see and experience the most magnificent, wonderful, satisfying thing there is, and to love it. And both will happen at the unveiling of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The reason everything happens is to bring the creation to that point, and if you wonder why God ever allowed evil, I think that is probably the best answer. A redeemed creation shouts louder than a creation that never knew sin. Forgiven saints beside themselves with joyful praise is better than sinless beings that never knew redemption. And better yet is the harmony of both singing together – the perfect, sinless angels and the glorified, redeemed saints. That is the end of the world.

Conclusion: Seek this now

I believe the greatest moment in all of human history is described in Rev.5:13. (And of course that verse describes a lot more than just a moment. It describes all of eternity after Jesus returns.) And if that is the greatest thing that will ever be, then nothing is more important than for you to experience a piece of it now. Wondering what to do with your life?  The greatest thing you could do is devote yourself to the pursuit of having your eyes opened to the glory of Christ a little bit more. Beg Him in prayer every day to open your eyes to see His glory, to be able to appreciate a little bit more what is so wonderful about His wisdom, or what is so great about his power. In the deadness of our souls we learn lots of facts about His attributes, but our eyes are blind to what is so glorious and marvelous about those attributes, so much so that we can think about God and talk about God and read about God for hours and come away with almost no joy in our hearts at all. This is due not to lack of glory on His part, but the blindness on our part. When you read your Bible, read it with the goal of having your eyes opened to what is so great about His attributes. When you pray, beg for spiritual sight. When you carry out ministry, or spend time with your family, or go to work, or clean the house or mow the yard- do it all with the goal of having fellowship and personal interaction with Jesus Christ so that you gain a greater appreciation for what He is like through experience. If you do that with all your heart you will succeed – some. You will also fail. When you succeed, let every ounce of joy that comes cause you to look forward more zealously to the day when it will be full and not partial. And when you fail, let that unfulfilled desire cause you to look forward more zealously to the day when it will be effortless. Fix your eyes on the glory of the one who is worthy to bring about the end of the world, and run to Him!
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Benediction: Jude 24-25  To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy- 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.




