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He Will be Great
Christmas     Part 16 
Luke 1:31-33            12-22-2012 & 12-23-2012

Summary: His name was to be Jesus (savior). Your degree of rejoicing over a savior is directly proportional to how much trouble you feel like you are in. Enjoy God as savior by being alert to all that He is delivering you from. Son of God means He is divine. He is also fully human. Totally distinct from the creation, God entered the creation and became part of it, while still remaining above it. As God–man, Jesus is our Intercessor (God makes all His grace to us a favor to His Son to honor Him). Jesus is great in His accomplishments and in His fame (the greatness of the number of His followers and the amount of joy He produces in the hearts of His followers). They gladly bow the knee to Him forever. 
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Luke 1:31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."  
Introduction
Luke 1:13 Zechariah … your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name 
John. … 15 he will be great in the sight of the Lord.  
Last week we learned all about the greatness of John the Baptist – the greatest man ever born up to his time. But that is not the last word on greatness in Luke 1. Look what the angel says to Mary a few verses later.
Luke 1:31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great    
If we talked about John’s greatness and then just left it there, John the Baptist would not be happy with us if he found out.
John 3:30 He must become greater; I must become less.
The only thing that made John great was the fact that He pointed to Jesus’ greatness. So after studying about John’s greatness last week, let’s spend our time this morning just meditating on the greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ. And just so it does not go on forever we will just limit ourselves to the five things the angel mentions here in verses 31-33.
His Name: Jesus (Savior) 
Luke 1:31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
Everyone else on the planet gets to pick their own name for their child. But not Mary and Joseph. They do not get to name this child. Neither did Zechariah and Elizabeth. These are two babies who were to have particular names, chosen by God Himself. And God was not very subtle in His intentions for John and Jesus in the names He picked. Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, which means “Yahweh saves.” And John means “Yahweh is gracious.” Last week we found that the reason for John’s existence was that in the heart of God, mercy precedes judgment. And so before sending the Messiah, who would judge the world, God sends a forerunner to prepare people’s hearts so they w be swept away in the judgment. So it is no shock that God insisted the forerunner’s name would be “Yahweh is gracious.” Nor is it any wonder that the Messiah’s name would be “Yahweh saves.” And God did not leave that up to implication – He stated it explicitly.
Matthew 1:21 you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."
Malachi said the Messiah was going to come in judgment. And He will. But Judgment Day did not happen at Jesus’ first coming. At the first coming Jesus came not to condemn, but to save.
John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
So the purpose of His first coming was saving, not condemning. However the effect of His first coming, for those who do not believe, will be condemnation. Look at the next verse:
John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.
Jesus is the determiner of all destinies. He cannot be safely ignored. He is the great crossroads of everyone’s life. You either submit to Him as your Lord and Master and Owner and King, or you do not. And that determines whether you will be forgiven or not forgiven - saved or condemned on Judgment Day. The purpose of His coming was not to cause people to go to hell – quite the opposite. However the result of His coming was that all who reject His offer of salvation will indeed have to be punished for their own sin, which means eternity in hell. The carols get it right: 
	Oh holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior's birth!
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, Christ the Savior is born!

See Him in a manger laid, Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth! Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, With us sing our Savior's birth.
God rest Ye merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay, Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day
"Fear not," then said the angel, "Let nothing you affright, This day is born a Savior, Of virtue, power, and might
And it should not come as any shock to anyone that the Son of God would come as a Savior because saving has always been part of God’s nature.
Isaiah 43:11 I am Yahweh, and apart from me there is no savior.
One of the characteristics of God’s personality is that He loves to save and rescue people who are in trouble. And that attitude, combined with His infinite power, makes Him a Savior by nature.
Rejoicing in a Savior Requires Being in Trouble
But that is really no big deal to you unless you are in trouble, right? The level of joy you have over this attribute of God is directly related to how much trouble you feel like you are in. What do you think would happen, then next time you had to take a long flight somewhere, if they handed out parachutes and required everyone to wear them throughout the flight? It would be a huge annoyance. Wearing a big, bulky parachute strapped to your back for three hours – that would be an uncomfortable trip. But what if mid-flight suddenly one of the wings was ripped off the plane, and it went into a nose dive. At that moment you would gladly trade anything you had for a parachute. Salvation or rescue is only desirable in proportion to how much trouble you are in.
When we get embarrassed about the Bible and start watering down the doctrine of eternal hell so we do not offend anyone – we are not doing them any favors. When we turn God into Santa Claus, a lovable, harmless old character in heaven who would not hurt a flea – we not only mislead people about God, but we make it impossible for them to rejoice in God as Savior because there is nothing really to be saved from. If we make them think the plane really is not in a nose dive, they are not going to be able to appreciate the parachute.
Enjoying God as Savior
1 Peter 5:8-9 Your enemy the Devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for whom he can devour.  
When I was a little kid, my older brother and I were walking through a neighborhood, and we suddenly found ourselves face to face with Mark Washington, the scariest bully I ever had to deal with as a kid. But this was the first time I ever ran into him when I was not alone. And immediately, I jumped behind my big brother. I don't remember exactly what transpired after that point, but I do remember that I did not get beat up that day. And I also remember that after that day, even though my brother and I had already been close, the bond was even stronger after he stood between me and danger. I experienced my brother as a kind of savior in that situation, and it increased my love for my brother. 
How many times a day does Jesus stand between me and that roaring lion, and it does not increase my love for Him because I do not even realize it is happening? I think I am just being strong and resisting temptation. I have been trying this week – every time I resist any temptation of any kind, to realize at that moment that I am experiencing Jesus as Savior – He is standing between me and a lot greater threat than Mark Washington, and my goal is for times like that to have the same effect on my heart that it had when my brother delivered me from the bully.
His Nature: Son of the Most High 
OK, so His name is to be Jesus (“Savior”) – what else did Gabriel say about this child?
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
Son of God Means Deity
Let’s start with Son of the Most High. What does it mean that Jesus would be God’s Son? Does that mean He is less than God, or a step lower than God? No – just the opposite. It means that Jesus is of the same essence as God the Father. This speaks to His nature. He is divine. If you look at the phrase “son of” in Scripture you will see that it never means “lesser than” or “different from.” It means “of the same kind.”  C.S. Lewis got it right.
“To beget is to become the father of: to create is to make. And the difference is this. When you beget, you beget something of the same kind as yourself. A man begets human babies, a beaver begets little beavers and a bird begets eggs which turn into little birds. But when you make, you make something of a different kind from yourself. A bird makes a nest, a beaver builds a dam, a man makes a [radio] – or he may make something more like himself … say, a statue. … But, of course, it is not a real man; it only looks like one. It cannot breathe or think. It is not alive. Now that is the first thing to get clear. What God begets is God; just as what man begets is man. What God creates is not God; just as what man makes is not man. That is why men are not Son's of God in the sense that Christ is. They may be like God in certain ways, but they are not things of the same kind. They are more like statues or pictures of God.” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (New York, NY: Walker and Company, 1987), 242.
The fact that Jesus is the Son of the Most High means Jesus is the same essence as God. He is deity.
God Entered the Creation
He existed forever prior to the creation of anything. We think of “forever” as going into the future. Think of “forever and ever and ever” going backward into the past. For all of eternity past, forever and ever, He existed and nothing else existed. We sing that song, “From before time began, You were on Your throne” – that is not technically true. Before time began, before God created anything, there was only God. No throne, no angels, no universe, nothing to rule over, nothing to govern – just God.
And then, when God decided to create something, He said, “Let there be…,” and spoke into existence the universe. Human beings, the earth, all that is in outer space, the angels, every spiritual being – everything. And at that point God was utterly separate from the creation. The pantheists say God is part of the creation. They say the universe is part of God’s being – so that if you eliminated the universe, there would be no more God. But the Bible teaches us that God is distinct from the creation. The entire creation could go out of existence and it would not subtract from God or change God in any way.
But then, 2000 years ago, God, who is not part of the creation, entered the creation and actually became part of the universe (without ceasing to still be above and beyond and separate from the universe). How did He do that? He took on a human nature. He already had a divine nature – He kept that, but added a second nature – a human nature. Jesus is the only being in existence with two natures. In His human nature He is actually part of the creation, but in His divine nature He is utterly and completely distinct from and separate from the creation.
And when the Creator chose to enter into His creation, how did He do it? He chose to enter through the womb of a virgin. I heard a guy call in on a radio talk show. They were talking about the Christian doctrine of the virgin birth, and this guy said, “It’s actually a medical impossibility for a virgin to have a baby.” We evidently have some people in our culture who are very slow on the uptake on the concept of what the word “miracle” means. Of course it is humanly impossible. If it were humanly possible it would not prove anything. The virgin birth is not a myth, it is not a metaphor, it is a miracle.
Luke 1:34 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a have not been with a man?" 35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. … 37 For nothing is impossible with God."  
He entered into the world in a way that could not be explained any other way than as a special act of God.
The God-Man
So as the Son of God, Jesus is deity. But He was also born of a woman, which means He is fully human. Jesus is as human as you can get. He is not humanity deified: he is not Godhead humanized. He is as truly God as He would be if He were not man. And He is as completely and perfectly man as He would be if he were not God. In fact, He is more perfectly human than any of us. We represent shattered, ruined humanity. Jesus is the perfect human. And yet He is fully, 100% God. He is the God-man. He is one with us, and yet inconceivably beyond us. He can sympathize with us. He knows what it is like to suffer, He knows what it is like to be weak, tired, limited. He knows what it is like to be mistreated. He even knows what it is like to be tempted – which I think is one of the greatest mysteries in the Bible. It boggles my mind. I cannot fathom how a perfect being with perfect desires and affections could be tempted like we are, but He was. He has actually experienced what it is like for us. He is the great High Priest – a perfect priest for us – the perfect go-between to stand between us and God because He is the God-man.
Jesus Our Intercessor 
And so Jesus serves as our Intercessor. 
1 John 2:1 if anybody sins, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.
Jesus steps in between you and God when you deserve judgment or punishment and asks the Father to grant you mercy. Jesus asks the Father to give you grace and all kinds of blessings. And does Jesus get what He asks for? Yes, because He deserves it. Have you ever thought about the fact that Jesus deserves everything He ever asks for from the Father? We cannot even conceive of that, because we deserve nothing good. We deserve to be punished eternally for our sin. So every good thing we ever ask for, it has to be grace for us we receive it. But Jesus is different. If He asks the Father for all the kingdoms of the world, He can add, “After all, I deserve them.” If Jesus asks the Father to show you mercy, or to forgive your sins, or to give you some great blessing, He deserves those things from the Father. And will the Father not give Him what He rightfully deserves?
Of course He will – in fact, He loves doing that. He thoroughly enjoys it. Don’t you love giving your kids what they want when you can? Imagine if your children never asked for anything that was not good. What if they only asked for things that would be good for them to have, and what if you had unlimited resources? You could grant any request. Wouldn’t that be great? That is the situation God the Father is in with His Son.
So Jesus asks the Father to show us mercy, and the Father does it. But why is that necessary? For many years I struggled with the doctrine of Christ as our intercessor. It was so hard for me to embrace that doctrine because I did not understand it. It seemed to me that if Jesus is interceding, pleading our case, that makes it sound like the Father is against us, accusing us, wanting to punish us; but then Jesus steps in and persuades Him to show mercy. But I knew that could not be right because God the Father and God the Son are in perfect unity. They have the same affections, same desires, same purposes, same knowledge, same love. So why would one have to speak to the other on our behalf? And if the price was paid 2000 years ago, why does Jesus have to keep on pleading for that payment to be applied to us? The Father is not forgetful. He does not have to be reminded that the price for was paid. He accepted that price once – so why does Jesus have to continually keep on interceding for us?
The answer to those problems is one of the most thrilling truths I have learned in a long time. If you study all the examples of intercession in Scripture what you find is that very often God will forgive or bless a guilty person only when a particular person asks Him to. And when that happens, the reason God does it is for the purpose of showing how much He favors the one doing the praying. For example, remember the end of the book of Job? All through the book the friends are saying, “These troubles are happening to you because God is mad at you.” And that was not the case. Just the opposite – it was because God was so pleased with Job that it all happened. And God wanted to make that known. God wanted to make it crystal clear that He favored Job. So here is how God made that clear:
Job 42:7 the Lord …said to Eliphaz … "I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has. 8 So now … go to my servant Job … My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly. 
It is not that God was unwilling or reluctant to forgive them, and Job had to talk God into it. Forgiving them was God’s idea. God was ready to forgive them, God initiated the whole process – but He made it dependent on Job’s prayer just to show them how much He favored Job. Some other examples of that are Moses and Samuel pleading for mercy for disobedient Israel, or Abraham for Sodom. God was showing how much He favored those men. That becomes clear in passages like Jeremiah 15:1 Then the Lord said to me: "Even if Moses and Samuel were to stand before me, my heart would not go out to this people; and Ezekiel 14:14 even if these three men--Noah, Daniel and Job--were in [this country], they could save only themselves by their righteousness, declares the Sovereign Lord.  
Now think about Jesus. The reason God shows us no mercy apart from Jesus’ intercession is so all God’s mercy comes as an expression of love for His Son. God will not forgive us except as a favor to His beloved Son. He will not give us anything except as a favor to His Son. But when it is a favor to His Son, God cannot show mercy fast enough – that is how much He loves His Son.
It would not be a good thing for us if we just received favor from God automatically – apart from the intercession of Jesus. The Lord wants us to receive it as a result of His pleading for us. That way everything glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. And Christ receiving glory is infinitely more important than us receiving mercy. The Father’s biggest agenda is that His Son be honored and loved.
John 5:22-23 the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
That is what God the Father cares about more than anything. So when you think of Jesus interceding for us, do not think of the Father as being reluctant. Just the opposite – He is the one who initiated the whole thing and provided the propitiation.
1 John 4:10 he loved us and sent his Son as a propitiation for our sins.
It was all the Father’s doing. He is not reluctant – He just wants all His mercy to us to come as a favor to His Son.
So whenever you confess your sin remember – the only reason your request can (and will) be granted is because of the exuberant, enthusiastic, infinite love the Father has for the Son, and because of how utterly deserving Jesus is to have His requests on your behalf granted, and because of Jesus’ eagerness to make those requests on your behalf. If you think God is not going to bless you because you have horrible failures in your past, do not get discouraged, because what is on your resume is WAY down on the list of relevant factors when it comes to God blessing you. God’s main reason for blessing you is to honor His Great Son. And His Son’s greatness is the next thing the angel mentions.
His Status: Great
We have seen His name and His nature, now His status.
32 He will be great 
Is this referring to His divine nature, or His human nature? We know God the Son is great in His divine nature. As God He was equal with the Father - infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, unfathomable, unsearchable; unmatched in love, perfect in wisdom, unlimited in power, unequalled in greatness, infinite in holiness, staggering in majesty. His glory fills the universe, but the universe cannot contain Him. He was never created, never began, never came into existence; from eternity past to eternity future He has always been and has never changed – the same yesterday, today, and forever. He is the great I AM, the self-existent one. He is the first and the last, the Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end, the ground of all being, the Prime Mover, the Author of life, the great King above all gods. He created all things, and in Him all things hold together. He is the wonderful Counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father, Prince of peace. Nothing is too difficult for Him, nothing ever surprises Him, nothing ever frightenes Him or worries Him. He is incontestably great - great beyond any idea of greatness that has ever dawned on us. He is eternally blessed, exalted above all, and forever praised. He is beautiful beyond comprehension, glorious beyond words, and desirable above all earthly pleasure. His judgments are unsearchable, His paths beyond tracing out. No one has ever been His counselor, and no one has ever given to Him that He should repay him, because from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.
All that is true – however, I do not think that is what the angel is talking about here when he says Jesus will be great. Notice – it is future tense. It does not say He is great; it says He will be great – in the future, after He is born into this world and grows up. The focus here is not the greatness of His divine nature, but rather of His human nature. In His divine nature He is already infinitely great, but in the future He will become great as a man.
It is not often you hear someone referred to as a great man. We are quick to use the word great in specific, isolated categories. Like we will say, “He’s a great chef,” or “She’s a great vocalist,” etc. But rarely do you ever hear someone say, “He was a great man.” To look at all of humanity – all people who have ever existed, and say, “This individual was one of the greats” – that is quite a statement. I certainly do not know of anyone alive today that you could say that about in a definitive way. And if you look into history you can find just a handful out of the billions and billions. Of course it is possible that someone truly great is alive today, but if so, chances are the culture will not realize that until long after he is dead. But in the case of Jesus Christ it was announced prior to His birth – prior to His conception that He would be great.
Great in what way? Smarter than everyone else? Yes. Stronger than everyone else? Yes. More important than anyone else? Yes. More influential? Yes. More admired? Yes. More loved? Yes. Wiser? More virtuous? More desirable? More beneficial to mankind? Yes. Will this child become the most interesting man in the world? Yes. He is rejected by most right now, but the day will come when He will be not only universally loved and admired, but universally worshipped.
Philippians 2:9 God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
And when I say “universal” I do not just mean humanity.
Hebrews 1:6 when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."
1 Peter 3:22 Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.
He is great in every category of greatness.
There is a commercial on TV where two guys both grab the last can of Pepsi at the same time and they get into an argument about who should get it based on who is the greatest. The younger guy argues that he is Harry, a singer in a famous boy band. The other guy is Drew Brees – the famous quarterback. Harry argues that he is greater and more deserving of the Pepsi because he has a platinum album and is on the cover of Billboard Magazine. Brees argues that he won the Super bowl and got the MVP trophy. Then Harry says, “Oh yeah?” and suddenly behind him are a bunch of screaming teenage girls. And at that point in the ad you think, “Oh, I guess Harry wins.” But right then the camera goes back to Drew Brees and behind him appears a bunch of his fans, and their cheer is a roar that just dwarfs the cheers for Harry. In that debate, as they keep moving upward to show more and more signs of their greatness, they start with their accomplishments, and then the final, decisive contest was the number and enthusiasm of their fans.
Christ’s Accomplishments
What if we examined Jesus’ greatness that way? Jesus never played in a Super Bowl or sang in a raunchy, cheesy boy band. So what are His accomplishments? If He were in that contest in the commercial, what accomplishments could He point to to prove His greatness?
Well, after Drew Brees held up his trophy and said, “MVP,” Jesus could say, “MFP” – Most Famous Person – ever. All of history is measured in relationship to His birth – AD and BC. No person has ever had more songs written about Him, or been the topic of more conversations, speeches, poems, sermons, and books. No one has had as many hospitals, families, churches, organizations, marriages, or projects dedicated to him. Why? What did He accomplish?
Well, He walked on water. He healed the sick, created bread to feed multitudes, turned water to wine, read people’s thoughts, stilled the storm, stopped the wind and waves, controlled the fish, cast out demons, made the lame walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the mute to speak, and raised the dead to life - all at will. He astonished the scholars at age 12. His preaching kept the masses spellbound, and amazed the teachers of the law. Even His enemies admitted, “No man ever spoke like this man.” He became the first person ever to actually overpower the devil.
Matthew 12:28 If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 … how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house. 
Jesus was the only human being ever to overpower Satan and plunder his house.
Another one of Jesus’ big achievements was living a perfect, sinless life. That has never been done before or since.
Another accomplishment on Jesus’ resume is His taking upon His shoulders all of the guilt of mankind and bearing in His body all of the punishment and wrath that was required to pay the penalty for all that sin. After that He became the first and last human being ever to raise Himself from the dead. And He ascended into heaven in the clouds.
Then He really got to work. He created the Church. He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell His people, smashed the wall of hostility between Jews and Gentile and made them one body of unified, harmonious brothers and sisters with other-worldly, supernatural love for one another for His sake. Through His intercessory work He manages to deliver grace from God the Father to each Christian in abundant, overflowing outpouring every day of every year. He functions as the world-wide Head of the Church, organizing and orchestrating every spiritual gift, every calling, every detail of the life of His body.
But all that pales in comparison to what He will do at His Second Coming. That is when He really rolls up His sleeves. At that time He will defeat all His enemies, defeat death itself, eliminate evil altogether forever, destroy the current heavens and earth, create a new heavens and a new earth, judge every human being who has ever lived with perfect justice, punish all who did not believe, and reward all who did with infinite generosity. He will make all things right, reverse the curse, and bring about the final culmination of human history, accomplishing in full all of God’s ultimate purposes in creating the world.
As our great King, Jesus supplies us with everything we need. What kind of greatness does it take to do that? The only thing great about us in comparison to Him is the greatness of our need. We are black holes of neediness. We require rivers of living water just to keep us alive. How much grace do we need to pay our 10,000 talent debt, to restore us to the Father, to supply us with spiritual life and daily sustenance, to protect us from the evil one, to give us spiritual gifts and empower us to use them, to respond to all our prayers in the best way, to guide us every moment of every day through life, to work in our affections, attitudes, thoughts, motives, desires, inclinations, words, actions – all for the glory of God – to shelter us from too much suffering or the wrong kind of suffering or the wrong timing? Even if there were only one fallen human being in the world, the black hole of need would be infinite. If He ever got distracted for a moment, or if there were a heavenly power surge that blew a fuse or something - if the supply of sustaining grace were interrupted for one split second, we go out of existence.
Jesus is great because of the greatness of the need He came to supply. And Jesus is great because of the greatness of the ruin He came to restore. How serious is the sin problem in this world? How big a project is it to restore all things? How severe was the Fall? How widespread was the curse? Some great men and women have come and done some great things, but who has ever taken on the curse? Only after the Second Coming of the Messiah can we say, “No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found!” As widespread as the curse is, His grace is wider.
Jesus Christ is so great that He will make short work of our great evil, so we will sing: Joy to the World , the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing, Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove the glories of His righteousness, and wonders of His love.
Christ’s Fame
That is what Jesus could say after Harry points to his platinum album. But what about the cheers? Is that a measure of greatness? Sure it is. You can measure a person’s greatness by the degree of rejoicing that person causes in others.
Fame is a marker of greatness, but it is not just a matter of who gets the loudest cheers. You also have to consider the character of those cheering, and why they are cheering, and how profound their joy really is (does it continue even through suffering?). If someone is excited about a concert or a football game, but on the drive home some major tragedy strikes, that joy is completely gone. It does nothing to carry that person through a major loss or suffering. But the joy that Jesus Christ creates in the hearts of His followers is deep and profound enough to eclipse any suffering. And when you stand in a football stadium after a spectacular touchdown, the roar seems deafening, but if that happened right before the Second Coming, and you heard the roar of praise go up from all the saints, it would make the loudest cheers of the Super Bowl sound silly. Christ will appear and a roar will go up like nothing you have ever heard, and you will turn and see what looks like an ocean of worshippers. And then when the full, thunderous sound of all the worshippers reaches you, you realize that ocean of people is only the front row. And to be caught up in the midst of that will be the most thrilling experience of your existence. 
His Supremacy: King
They will not only cheer, but bow the knee because His greatness will be a royal greatness. That is the next point the angel makes.
32 …The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
This speaks of His supremacy. The throne of David does not just mean He will rule over Israel. It means He will be the fulfillment of all the promises that were made to David. God promised David that one of His offspring would be the Messiah, and would have an everlasting kingdom, and would have special, divine favor.
One of the markers of the greatness of this King in Mary’s womb is the greatness of the size of the multitudes who will willingly, gladly bow the knee to Him. Just about any wacko can round up a few people who are willing to follow him. But when this little child, born in Bethlehem, finally takes His kingdom, it will not be a few, obscure, rag-tag followers. The kingdom will be 100% voluntary, and still it will include countless millions – people from every tribe and tongue and people, and nation of all the ages, along with thousands upon thousands and 10,000 times 10,000 angels and all the other heavenly beings.
His Longevity: Eternal 
Finally, Jesus is great because all this greatness we have been talking about is eternal.
33 his kingdom will never end.
Another measure of true greatness is how long the person’s fame lasts. It will not be long before both Harry and Drew Brees are completely forgotten. One thousand years from now, no one will have ever even heard of them. Who was the most popular pop entertainer 1000 years ago? Nobody knows; nobody cares.
I once had a professor who had the lofty goal of writing a book that will still be in print in 100 years. That is a very lofty goal, and somewhat unrealistic. But 2000 years after Jesus died, the book of His teachings, the Bible, outsells every other book in the world every year. The fame of the Lord Jesus Christ will increase forever. There is no greater stage beyond the reign of Jesus – that is as good a situation as is possible to have. And so once that is in place, that is the way it stays forever.
Conclusion
Would you like to be great? We can never approach Christ’s greatness, but in relationship to the rest of humanity, would you like to be one of the greats? A truly great man or woman? The only way we can be truly great is by being great in ways that do not compete with His greatness, but rather show it all the more clearly.
Be great in your experience of His grace. Be great in your appetite for His presence. Drink greatly from His river of delights. Be great in your praises of His greatness. Be great in your gratitude for His mercy. Be great in your humility. Be great in your delight in His Word. Be great like the virgin was great when she said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.” Do that and you will truly be one of the greats of all time, because your greatness will magnify His greatness.

Benediction: Hebrews 13:20,21  May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

1:25 Questions
Of the several ways to be great listed in the conclusion, which one or two do you feel you need to give the most attention to at this time? (You can be great in… your experience of His grace, your appetite for His presence, your praises of His greatness, your gratitude for His mercy, your humility, your delight in His Word, your imitation of Mary.)
What specific steps could you take to increase your greatness in those areas?
How could you increase your enjoyment of being protected and delivered by Jesus (awareness of the danger and the act of being delivered)?


